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FoƌďesguŶj: I aŵ GahaŶi Deǀi, 
oŶe of the gƌoup ŵeŵďeƌs fƌoŵ 
Mahila KƌaŶi, aŶ “EG gƌoup of 
ApŶe Aap. I liǀe iŶ the Mela 
gƌouŶd ǁheƌe ŵaŶǇ DNTs ƌe-
side, adjaĐeŶt to the ďƌothel of 
FoƌďesgaŶj.  
   MǇ husďaŶd is aŶ eŵploǇee 
ǁith the BaŶk. But he speŶds all 
his ŵoŶeǇ oŶ alĐohol aŶd dƌugs. 
WheŶeǀeƌ I haǀe tƌied to saǇ 
aŶǇthiŶg to hiŵ he has aďused 
ŵe – ďoth phǇsiĐallǇ aŶd ŵeŶ-
tallǇ. I Đaŵe to ouƌ ‘aŵpuƌ CeŶ-
tƌe aŶd shaƌed ŵǇ pƌoďleŵs 
ǁith otheƌ ŵeŵďeƌs of ŵǇ Ma-
hila MaŶdal. With the help of 
AAWW I put ŵǇ ĐhildƌeŶ to hos-
tels. ApŶe Aap aŶd ŵǇ ǁoŵeŶ 
fƌieŶds gaǀe ŵe full suppoƌt aŶd 
Đouƌage to ƌaise ǀoiĐes of pƌo-
test agaiŶst ŵǇ husďaŶd.  

FiŶallǇ I deĐided to ŵoǀe Đouƌt. 
ApŶe Aap pƌoǀided ŵe ǁith ŶeĐ-
essaƌǇ suppoƌt iŶ dƌatiŶg the 
FI‘, hiƌiŶg adǀoĐate, paǇiŶg the 
adǀoĐate fees. MǇ husďaŶd is 
ďouŶd to giǀe ϱ thousaŶd ƌupees 
peƌ ŵoŶth.  

Noǁ, ŵǇ dƌeaŵ is to get ŵǇ 
daughteƌs eduĐated, haǀe a 
sŵall house of ŵǇ oǁŶ ǁheƌe I 
ĐaŶ liǀe peaĐefullǇ ǁith ŵǇ Đhil-
dƌeŶ. Noǁ, I aŵ also helpiŶg 
ǁoŵeŶ ǁho aƌe iŶ ŵǇ posiioŶ 
aŶd tƌǇiŶg to ight the iŶjusiĐes 
doŶe toǁaƌds theŵ. 

Trafficking Kingpin Gainul Arrested 

Md. Kalam 

FoƌďesguŶj:  GaiŶul is a ďig tƌaiĐkeƌ 
ǁho has tƌapped, ďought aŶd sold 
ǀulŶeƌaďle giƌls foƌ pƌosituioŶ siŶĐe 
last ϴ Ǉeaƌs. Eaƌlieƌ he ǁas iŶto ƌoď-
ďeƌǇ, ŵuƌdeƌ aŶd otheƌ ĐƌiŵiŶal aĐ-
iǀiies. The ďƌothel gaǀe hiŵ the 
spaĐe of easǇ ŵoŶeǇ eǆploiiŶg ǀul-
Ŷeƌaďiliies of ŵaƌgiŶalized giƌls aŶd 
theiƌ faŵilies. He used his poǁeƌ to 
dupe theŵ ǁith ŵoŶeǇ aŶd put theiƌ 
daughteƌs iŶto foƌĐed pƌosituioŶ 
liǀiŶg of theiƌ ŵoŶeǇ. 
 

 EǀeŶtuallǇ he eǀeŶ ďuilt his house iŶ 
the ƌed light aƌea of ‘aŵpuƌ. He 
oteŶ used to kill paƌeŶts ďefoƌe 
tƌaiĐkiŶg theiƌ daughteƌs. He ďe-
Đaŵe a ďig tƌaiĐkeƌ ďǇ gƌaduallǇ 
usiŶg his ĐƌiŵiŶal Ŷetǁoƌks. ApŶe 
Aap has ďeeŶ ĐoŵplaiŶiŶg agaiŶst 
GaiŶul siŶĐe the last ϱ Ǉeaƌs ďut po-
liĐe ǁas ŶotaƌƌesiŶg hiŵ. Theƌe haǀe 
ďeeŶ ƌepeated Đases of tƌaf-iĐkiŶg 
aŶd ĐƌiŵiŶal aĐiǀiies iled agaiŶst 

hiŵ. He ǁas aďsĐoŶdiŶg iŶ Đhaƌge of 
tƌaiĐkiŶg of ŵaŶǇ giƌls.     
       
 We got the Ŷeǁs of GaiŶul͛s aƌƌest  
aŶd it ǁas ƌeallǇ a ŵoŵeŶt foƌ Đele-
ďƌaioŶ foƌ all of us ǁho haǀe ďeeŶ 
assoĐiated ǁith the stƌuggle iŶ 
FoƌďesgaŶj oǀeƌ the Ǉeaƌs. IŶ faĐt, 
last DeĐeŵďeƌ ǁheŶ MeeŶa aŶd Fai-
ŵa gaǀe Gaƌgi the Ŷeǁs 
that GaiŶul ƌe-tƌaiĐkiŶg a giƌl ǁho 
ouƌ teaŵ had ƌesĐued oŶe ǁeek ďaĐk 
aŶd oiĐiallǇ GaiŶul is aďsĐoŶdiŶg iŶ 
Đhaƌge of tƌaiĐkiŶg that giƌl, Gaƌgi & 
the teaŵ aƌƌaŶged poliĐe foƌĐe fƌoŵ 
ThaŶa to aƌƌest hiŵ. But the saŵe 
poliĐe had iŶfoƌŵed GaiŶul ďefoƌe 
theǇ set out to aƌƌest hiŵ so that he 
Đould esĐape. GaiŶul ǁas Ŷot a petǇ 
ĐƌiŵiŶal. He ǁas ǁell pƌoteĐted ďǇ 
poliĐe aŶd poliiĐal paƌies oŶ ďoth 
sides of the ďoƌdeƌ.   
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Kolkata:  I aŵ Uŵa Das. I aŵ Ϯϭ Ǉƌs old. I aŵ fƌoŵ MuŶshguŶj ǁhiĐh is a ƌed 
light aƌea. IŶ ŵǇ Đhildhood I used to Đoŵe to ĐƌèĐhe ƌuŶ ďǇ ApŶe Aap. “iŶĐe 
theŶ I aŵ seeiŶg the seeiŶg the ǁŵeŶ aŶd giƌls pƌoduĐe the difeƌeŶt jute 
pƌoduĐts like; Jute fashioŶ ďags, jute eŶǀelopes, jute puƌse, ĐoiŶ pouĐhes 
etĐ. The ǁoŵeŶ aŶd giƌls fƌoŵ ƌed light aŶd ŶeaƌďǇ aƌea Đoŵe to leaƌŶ 
sitĐhiŶg aŶd seǁiŶg to the ĐeŶtƌe. 
 

I paƌiĐipated iŶ oŶe eǆhiďiioŶ held iŶ Lata  Bajoƌia͛s ;Meŵďeƌ of tƌustee 
ďoaƌdͿ house iŶ the ŵoŶth of MaƌĐh iŶ ϮϬϭϰ. I aŶd AŶǁaƌi got the sĐope of 
selliŶg those pƌoduĐts of IGP theƌe. This iŵe ǁe ǁeŶt aŶd faĐed the ǁoƌld 
outside of ouƌ hoŵe aŶd ApŶe Aap ĐeŶtƌe.  
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WheŶ I had iƌst ǀisited “oŶagaĐhi it 
ǁas a ĐoŵpletelǇ Ŷeǁ eǆpeƌieŶĐe 
foƌ ŵe. I͛ǀe ďeeŶ iŶ aŶd aƌouŶd that 
aƌea ďut had Ŷo Đlue that ǁhat 
looks like aŶǇ otheƌ stƌeet iŶ Kolka-
ta, is aĐtuallǇ hoŵe to so ŵaŶǇ 
pƌositutes.  
 

The ŵoŵeŶt I eŶteƌed the plaĐe it 
looked like a ĐoŵpletelǇ difeƌeŶt 
ǁoƌld ǁithiŶ the ĐitǇ. TheǇ ǁeƌe 
pƌositutes staŶdiŶg aloŶg  the 
stƌeets. The  ďƌothels aƌe situated iŶ 
aŶd aƌouŶd ǀeƌǇ uŶhǇgieŶiĐ aƌea. 
Theƌe aƌe gƌoĐeƌǇ shops, ŵediĐal 
stoƌe, eateƌies aŶd all the ŶeĐessaƌǇ 
thiŶgs ǁhiĐh ĐaŶ ďe fouŶd iŶ aŶd 
aƌouŶd aŶǇ ƌesideŶial aƌea, ďut the 
atŵospheƌe isŶ͛t the saŵe.  
 

 

I eŶteƌ theƌe aŶd I see a life ǁhiĐh is 
so difeƌeŶt fƌoŵ the ĐitǇ, Ǉet it is iŶ 
the ĐitǇ. You see diƌt, uŶhappiŶess 
aŶd a lot of Ŷegaiǀe eŶeƌgǇ all 
aƌouŶd Ǉou, ďut ǁheŶ Ǉou look at 
the ǁoŵeŶ, theǇ sŵile.. TheǇ al-
ǁaǇs sŵile. “ŵile ǁith soŵe hope, 
soŵe ǁish, soŵe dƌeaŵ that I ǁill 
help theŵ, help theŵ liǀe a life 
ǁhiĐh theǇ haǀe alǁaǇs dƌeaŵt 
aďout, ďut haǀe ďeeŶ foƌĐed out of. 
 

WheŶ I ǁeŶt iŶside the aƌea, ǁalk-
iŶg oŶ the stƌeets I saǁ the houses 
so ĐoŵpaĐtlǇ ďuilt aŶd iŶ ǀeƌǇ ďad 
ĐoŶdiioŶs. The people staǇiŶg iŶ 

these aƌeas lead a ǀeƌǇ hazaƌdous 
life. TheǇ liteƌallǇ liǀe theiƌ liǀes oŶ 
the edge. A life theǇ ŵight haǀe Ŷot 
ĐhoseŶ foƌ theŵselǀes aŶd ǁould 
Ŷeǀeƌ Đhoose foƌ theiƌ ĐhildƌeŶ. 
 

I ǁas thƌilled to leaƌŶ that foƌ ŵost 
ǁoŵeŶ fƌoŵ “oŶagaĐhi ǁho aƌe 
assoĐiated ǁith ApŶe Aap, haǀe 
goteŶ theiƌ ĐhildƌeŶ adŵited iŶ the 
ďoaƌdiŶg sĐhool, so as to keep theŵ 
aǁaǇ fƌoŵ this diƌtǇ plaĐe aŶd alloǁ 
theŵ to liǀe a life ǁhiĐh is ǀeƌǇ 
difeƌeŶt fƌoŵ ǁhat theiƌ ŵotheƌs 
do. 
 

 I had ǀisited the MuŶshigaŶj ield 
also. The ield is ǀisiďlǇ so difeƌeŶt 
fƌoŵ the “oŶagaĐhi ield. FiƌstlǇ, it is 
ŵost deiŶitelǇ Ŷot as ďig as 
“oŶagaĐhi, aŶd the ǁoŵeŶ theƌe 
also look ǀisiďlǇ oldeƌ, ďut that 
doesŶ't ŵake theŵ aŶǇ less op-
pƌessed. 
 

I haǀe ďeeŶ aŵazed to see hoǁ the 
ĐhildƌeŶ Đoŵe aŶd studǇ iŶ the “afe 
House aŶd aƌe pƌoǀided ǁith the 
Mid-DaǇ Meals. Theƌe is just so 
ŵuĐh eŶthusiasŵ that Ǉou see iŶ 
the eǇes of the ĐhildƌeŶ. TheǇ aƌe 
alǁaǇs ǁaiiŶg eageƌlǇ foƌ theiƌ Đlas-
ses to staƌt aŶd aƌe ǀeƌǇ oďedieŶt 
toǁaƌds theiƌ teaĐheƌ ǁho Đoŵes to 
teaĐh theŵ theƌe. 
 

I͛ǀe ďeeŶ pƌiǀileged to ǁitŶess the 
liďƌaƌǇ pƌojeĐt. The liďƌaƌǇ ǁhiĐh has 
ďeeŶ doŶated ďǇ ApeejaǇ Gƌoup. I 
feel aŵazed top see the zeal iŶ the 
ĐhildƌeŶ to studǇ to ďeĐoŵe ďig , to 
aĐhieǀe the zeŶith. TheǇ aƌe 
kŶoǁledge huŶgƌǇ. Though theǇ 
doŶ͛t get the luǆuƌǇ ǁhiĐh ǁe haǀe 
ďeeŶ ďlessed ǁith Ǉet ǁe keep Đƌiď-
ďiŶg aďout the petǇ thiŶgs iŶ life.  
 

Its good to see oƌgaŶizaioŶs aŶd 
ageŶĐies ďeiŶg seŶsiiǀe to issues of 
this soƌt aŶd ǁilliŶg to Đoŵe foƌ-
ǁaƌd to help oƌgaŶizaioŶs ǁoƌkiŶg 
ǁith tƌaiĐkiŶg. The liďƌaƌǇ ǁas a 
gƌeat iŶiiaiǀe oŶ theiƌ paƌt to opeŶ 
a ǁoƌld of eduĐaioŶ aŶd ǁisdoŵ 
foƌ the ĐhildƌeŶ ǁho Đoŵe aŶd ǀisit 

ouƌ ĐeŶtƌe. This ǁill ƌelǇ help the 
ĐhildƌeŶ to eǆploƌe the ǁoƌld 
aƌouŶd theŵ, ǁhiĐh theǇ otheƌǁise 
ŵight Ŷot haǀe ďeeŶ aďle to ǁith-
out aĐĐess to the liďƌaƌǇ, heƌe at 
ApŶe Aap. 
 

It ďƌought teaƌs iŶ ŵǇ eǇes ǁheŶ I 
saǁ that hoǁ ŵuĐh a sŵall pieĐe of 
Đake ĐaŶ giǀe theŵ happiŶess. It 
ǁas Ŷot a pieĐe of Đake that theǇ 
desiƌed, it ǁeƌe just these sŵall 
thiŶgs ǁhiĐh ǁould ďƌiŶg theŵ so 
ŵuĐh happiŶess. 
 

MaŶǇ people of ŵǇ age oƌ eǀeŶ el-
deƌ to ŵe kŶoǁ the spelliŶg of gƌai-
tude use it pleŶtǇ of iŵes ďut doŶ͛t 
kŶoǁ its tƌue ŵeaŶiŶg ďeĐause ǁe 
haǀe got thiŶgs iŶ life ǁithout stƌug-
gliŶg foƌ it. MaŶǇ iŵes ouƌ ǁish has 
ďeeŶ fulilled eǀeŶ ďefoƌe askiŶg foƌ 
it. But these ĐhildƌeŶ ŵaǇ Ŷot kŶoǁ 
the spelliŶg, ŵight Ŷot eǀeŶ use this 
ǁoƌd ďut theǇ aƌe gƌateful iŶ the 
tƌue seŶse. 
 

UŶless ǁe ƌeallǇ Đoŵe aŶd see the 
ǁaǇ iŶ ǁhiĐh these ǁoŵeŶ aŶd Đhil-
dƌeŶ aƌe oppƌessed.. OŶe has to 
ƌeallǇ see it to ďelieǀe it.  LiǀiŶg iŶ 
the ĐoŶdiioŶs that theǇ do, its dii-
Đult to ďelieǀe that theǇ aƌe happǇ, 
ďut theǇ liǀe ǁith this hope aŶd 
faith that soŵethiŶg ďeteƌ is 
aǁaiiŶg theŵ, ǁhiĐh theǇ aƌe 
ǁaiiŶg aŶd aspiƌiŶg foƌ.  
  
Its ďeeŶ a ďeauiful leaƌŶiŶg aŶd self 
deǀelopŵeŶt eǆpeƌieŶĐe foƌ ŵe.  I 
ǁill Ŷeǀeƌ foƌget, Ŷot ďeĐause of the 
plaĐe, ďut ďeĐause of the people I 
ŵet aŶd the ďoŶds I ŵade as those 
ǁill alǁaǇs ƌeŵaiŶ ǀeƌǇ speĐial iŶ 
ŵǇ heaƌt, oŶe that I ǁill Đheƌish al-
ǁaǇs, foƌ ŵaŶǇ ŵoƌe Ǉeaƌs to Đoŵe. 

TaŶushƌee Choudhuƌi, is a gƌaduate 
fƌoŵ Loƌeto College Kolkata aŶd 
puƌsuiŶg heƌ Masteƌ͛s iŶ deǀelop-
ŵeŶt ĐoŵŵuŶiĐaioŶ. She ďelieǀes 
that ǁoƌkiŶg gƌassƌoots is the ǁaǇ 
to ďeiŶg pƌoduĐiǀe aŶd suĐĐessful 

 

ColuŵŶ 

Volunteer Journal 

An eye opener 
- Tanushree Choudhuri 

 

Join our mailing list at: 
www.apneaap.org 
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The folloǁiŶg is aŶ eǆĐeƌpt fƌoŵ aŶ 
iŶteƌǀieǁ ǁith ‘uĐhiƌa Gupta ĐoŶ-
duĐted ďǇ JilliaŶ DuŶhaŵ. 
 

JilliaŶ DuŶhaŵ: You ĐoŶsulted ǁith 
goǀeƌŶŵeŶts all oǀeƌ the ǁoƌld, 
aŶd Ǉou ǁeƌe iŶstƌuŵeŶtal iŶ 
ĐhaŶgiŶg IŶdia͛s laǁ. Befoƌe Ǉouƌ 
ǁoƌk, tƌaiĐkiŶg ǁas Ŷot ĐoŶsid-
eƌed a peŶal ofeŶse iŶ IŶdia. Did 
that Đoŵe aďout ateƌ the UN pƌo-
toĐol? 

 

RuĐhiƌa Gupta: The UN PƌotĐol 
Đaŵe iŶto foƌĐe iŶ Ϯϱ DeĐeŵďeƌ 
ϮϬϬϯ. The Ŷeǁ aŶi-tƌaiĐkiŶg laǁ 
iŶ IŶdia, “eĐioŶ ϯϳϬ of the IŶdiaŶ 
PeŶal Code, Đaŵe iŶto foƌĐe oŶ 
Apƌil ϯ, ϮϬϭϯ. It took us teŶ Ǉeaƌs! 
UŶil theŶ IŶdia did haǀe aŶ aŶi-

tƌaiĐkiŶg laǁ, Đalled the Iŵŵoƌal 
TƌaiĐ iŶ PeƌsoŶ AĐt ϭϵϱϲ, ǁhiĐh 
ǁas ďased oŶ the old ĐoloŶial 
Bƌiish laǁ ǁhiĐh ďasiĐallǇ gaǀe li-
ĐeŶses to ďƌothel oǁŶeƌs to pƌo-
ǀide disease-fƌee pƌosituted ǁoŵ-
eŶ to Bƌiish soldieƌs aŶd Đleƌks. The 
Ŷeǁ laǁ is ďased oŶ the UN pƌoto-
Đol. 
     WheŶ the UN pƌotoĐol hap-
peŶed, ǁe staƌted loďďǇiŶg, loďďǇ-
iŶg, loďďǇiŶg ǁith ouƌ oǁŶ goǀeƌŶ-
ŵeŶts, saǇiŶg sigŶ aŶd ƌaifǇ the 
pƌotoĐol, ǁhiĐh happeŶed thƌee 
Ǉeaƌs ago iŶ IŶdia. AŶd theŶ fƌoŵ 
that ǁe staƌted loďďǇiŶg agaiŶ. Da-
lit ǁoŵeŶ͛s gƌoups to joiŶed haŶds 
ǁith us. CoŵŵuŶiies that ǁeƌe 
sufeƌiŶg fƌoŵ iŶteƌ-geŶeƌaioŶal 
pƌosituioŶ ǁeƌe oƌgaŶiziŶg ǁith 
us aĐƌoss IŶdia. 
     ApŶe Aap gƌeǁ fƌoŵ ϮϮ ǁoŵeŶ 
to ϯ,ϬϬϬ, to ϳ,ϬϬϬ, to ϭϱ,ϬϬϬ. We 
ǁould ask suƌǀiǀoƌs ǁhat kiŶd of 
laǁ theǇ ǁaŶted aŶd theŶ ǁe 
ǁould dƌaǁ up the laǁ ďased oŶ 
ǁhat theǇ said. We ǁould get ǁoŵ-
eŶ to shoǁ up at PaƌliaŵeŶt aŶd 
speak to MPs. IŶ IŶdia, people 
Ŷeeded to uŶdeƌstaŶd the ƌealitǇ of 

these giƌls aŶd ǁoŵeŶ. 
ThiŶgs ďegaŶ to ĐhaŶge. FuŶŶilǇ 
eŶough, the iŶal ƌesistaŶĐe Đaŵe 
fƌoŵ puďliĐ health fouŶdaioŶs aŶd 
puďliĐ health aĐiǀists to ĐhaŶgiŶg 
the laǁ iŶ IŶdia. 
 

JD: BeĐause of HIV? 

 

RG: EǆaĐtlǇ. Aďout iteeŶ Ǉeaƌs 
ago, the Woƌld Health OƌgaŶizaioŶ 
said that IŶdia ǁas goiŶg to ďeĐoŵe 
the epiĐeŶteƌ foƌ AID“ iŶ the ǁoƌld, 
ďeĐause ǁe had suĐh a gƌoǁiŶg 
populaioŶ. The Bill aŶd MeliŶda 
Gates FouŶdaioŶ hiƌed a foƌŵeƌ 
MĐKiŶseǇ ĐoŶsultaŶt to desigŶ the 
pƌogƌaŵ foƌ HIV/AID“ iŶ IŶdiaaŶd 
put huŶdƌeds of ŵillioŶs of dollaƌs 
ďehiŶd it. 
    The ĐoŶsultaŶt said the ŵaǆiŵuŵ 
Ŷuŵďeƌ of seǆual tƌaŶsaĐioŶs ǁeƌe 
aŵoŶg heteƌoseǆuals iŶ ƌed light 
distƌiĐts. “o theǇ desigŶed ĐoŶdoŵ 
distƌiďuioŶ pƌogƌaŵs ǁheƌe piŵps 
aŶd ďƌothel ŵaŶageƌs ǁeƌe hiƌed 
as peeƌ eduĐatoƌs to distƌiďute ĐoŶ-
doŵs. As a ƌesult, ǁe had a ŵassiǀe 
ĐoŶdoŵ distƌiďuioŶ pƌogƌaŵ iŶ 
IŶdia that gaǀe ŵoƌe poǁeƌ to the 
piŵps aŶd ďƌothel ŵaŶageƌs. 
 

JD: Was theiƌ aƌguŵeŶt that if Ǉou 
pƌoseĐute the johŶs oƌ the piŵps 
theŶ Ǉou ŵake it haƌdeƌ foƌ theŵ 
to do all of this outƌeaĐh? 

 

RG: TheǇ said, doŶ͛t pƌoseĐute 
theŵ ďeĐause theǇ ǁill go uŶdeƌ-
gƌouŶd. AŶd if Ǉou ĐƌiŵiŶalize the 
ďuǇeƌ, Ǉou͛ƌe depƌiǀiŶg the ǁoŵeŶ 
of a liǀelihood. Who ǁill theǇ sell 
theiƌ ďodies to? TheǇ did this all iŶ 
the Ŷaŵe of ageŶĐǇ. BeĐause ǁe 
ĐaŶŶot ĐhaŶge poǀeƌtǇ, theǇ said, 
iŶ IŶdia it is eŶdeŵiĐ, so let͛s just 
talk aďout ƌeduĐiŶg the haƌŵ. 
That eŶtƌeŶĐhed the piŵps aŶd 
ďƌothel ŵaŶageƌs, it ŵade theŵ 
legiiŵate. If aŶ NGO like ŵiŶe 

ǁould go to the poliĐe staioŶ aŶd 
saǇ a piŵp is holdiŶg this ϭϳ Ǉeaƌ-

old iŶ a ďƌothel aŶd she Ŷeeds help, 
theǇ ǁould saǇ, ͞“he͛s alƌight, ďe-
Đause the piŵp ǁoƌks foƌ suĐh-aŶd-

suĐh oƌgaŶizaioŶ.͟ 

   WheŶ suƌǀiǀoƌ Đaŵe to tesifǇ iŶ 
fƌoŶt of PaƌliaŵeŶt to ĐhaŶge the 
laǁ, theiƌ people ǁould also Đoŵe. 
TheǇ had a ďateƌǇ of laǁǇeƌs all 
saǇiŶg hoǁ it ǁould iŵpaĐt Ŷega-
iǀelǇ oŶ AID“ aŶd also oŶ the ǁoŵ-
eŶ. TheǇ did it iŶ the Ŷaŵe of the 
ǁoŵeŶ. It ǁas ƌeallǇ haƌd to ŵake 
ǀisiďle the issue. 
 

JD: Was theƌe a ŵoŵeŶt ǁheŶ ŵo-
ŵeŶtuŵ ďegaŶ to shit iŶ Ǉouƌ fa-
ǀoƌ to ĐhaŶge the laǁ? 

 

RG: DeĐeŵďeƌ ϭϲ ǁas the faŵous 
ƌape Đase. JǇoi “iŶgh ǁas a ŵediĐal 
studeŶt takiŶg a ďus hoŵe ateƌ 
ǁatĐhiŶg a ŵoǀie ǁheŶ she ǁas 
ďƌutallǇ ƌaped aŶd assaulted. That 
had a huge iŵpaĐt oŶ the ĐoŶ-
sĐiousŶess of IŶdia. All of the stu-
deŶts ǁeƌe out iŶ the stƌeets, ǁoŵ-
eŶ aŶd ŵeŶ ŵaƌĐhiŶg aŶd ďeiŶg 
pelted ďǇ the poliĐe. We joiŶed iŶ 
ǁith the pƌotests. Moƌe thaŶ ϮϬϬ 
ǁoŵeŶ fƌoŵ ApŶe Aap ďƌought 
plaĐaƌds saǇiŶg, ͞PƌosituioŶ is 
ĐoŵŵeƌĐial ƌape͟ Oƌ, ͞Ouƌ ďodies 
aƌe Ŷot foƌ sale.͟ 

  Noǁ the ĐhalleŶge is tǁo thiŶgs: 
oŶe is to ŵake poliĐe oiĐeƌs ǁho 
haǀe to do the iŶǀesigaioŶs aǁaƌe 
of this laǁ. AŶd the otheƌ to delete 
seĐioŶs of the old laǁ, the Iŵŵoƌal 
TƌaiĐ PƌeǀeŶioŶ AĐt, that peŶalize 
ǁoŵeŶ foƌ soliĐiiŶg iŶ a puďliĐ 
plaĐe. UŶless ǁe ĐaŶ ĐhaŶge the 
laǁ, ǁoŵeŶ aƌe Ŷot goiŶg to Đoŵe 
foƌǁaƌd to tesifǇ, so it͛s ƌeallǇ iŵ-
poƌtaŶt that ǁe ƌeŵoǀe that seĐ-
ioŶ.  We aƌe plaŶŶiŶg to lauŶĐh a 
ĐaŵpaigŶ oŶ deleiŶg that seĐioŶ 
aŶd iŶĐƌeasiŶg ďudget alloĐaioŶs to 
help ǁoŵeŶ get housiŶg, eduĐaioŶ 

The oŶlǇ aŶsǁeƌ is foƌ ŵoƌe ǁoŵeŶ to ďe iŶ puďliĐ plaĐes aŶd ŵoƌe ŵeŶ iŶ pƌiǀate spaĐes. Moƌe fƌeedoŵ is the 
aŶsǁeƌ, Ŷot less 

 

Op/Ed : Curie Review- ǲTrafficking Laws in Indiaǳ- A Struggle for Change                                                                                                                        
- An interview with Ruchira Gupta 

http://www.forbes.com/forbes/2009/0803/avahan-aids-prostitution-bill-gates-indian-education.html
http://www.forbes.com/forbes/2009/0803/avahan-aids-prostitution-bill-gates-indian-education.html
http://www.forbes.com/forbes/2009/0803/avahan-aids-prostitution-bill-gates-indian-education.html
http://www.forbes.com/forbes/2009/0803/avahan-aids-prostitution-bill-gates-indian-education.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2012_Delhi_gang_rape
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Kolkata: As peƌ staiĐs Đƌiŵe iŶ IŶdia 
ϮϬϭϮ puďlished ďǇ NaioŶal Cƌiŵe 
‘eĐoƌds Buƌeau, MiŶistƌǇ of Hoŵe 
Afaiƌs, GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt of IŶdia. Total 
ϯϴϭϳϮ iŶĐideŶts ǁeƌe ƌeĐoƌded as 
Đƌiŵes iŶ IŶdia agaiŶst ĐhildƌeŶ aŶd 
ŵost of the Đases goǀeƌŶŵeŶts͛ ƌeĐ-
oƌds like NC‘B do Ŷot ƌeleĐts the 
iguƌe of aĐtual ofeŶĐes oĐĐuƌƌed iŶ 
IŶdia.  
 

EǀeŶ I doŶ͛t haǀe aŶǇ idea aďout 
the ƌeasoŶ of iŶĐƌeasiŶg iguƌe of 
ofeŶĐes oŶ ǁoŵeŶ aŶd ĐhildƌeŶ 
ďut ǁheŶ I joiŶed to ApŶe Aap as a 
“oĐial Woƌkeƌ aŶd I get the oppoƌ-
tuŶitǇ to talk diƌeĐtlǇ ǁith ŵost ǀul-
Ŷeƌaďle populaioŶ aďout the issue 
of tƌaiĐkiŶg, ofeŶĐes agaiŶst ǁoŵ-
eŶ aŶd ĐhildƌeŶ aŶd ƌelated issues. 
This haƌd ƌealitǇ Đaŵe to ŵǇ 
kŶoǁledge ǁheŶ I paƌiĐipated to 
ƌesĐue oŶe ϭϭ Ǉeaƌs giƌl ŶaŵelǇ 
MuskaŶ KhatooŶ aŶd it is oŶe of ŵǇ 
ƌeŵaƌkaďle ŵeŵoƌǇ ill todaǇ.  
 

MuskaŶ khatooŶ, aŶ eleǀeŶ Ǉeaƌs 
old giƌl ǁho ǁas ƌesĐued ďǇ ApŶe 
Aap  as peƌ oƌdeƌ of CWC Kolkata. 
MuskaŶ ǁas aďaŶdoŶed at the age 
of oŶlǇ tǁo Ǉeaƌs ďǇ heƌ pƌosituted 
ŵotheƌ. HasiŶa Beguŵ ǁho is a 
pƌosituted ǁoŵaŶ fƌoŵ ƌed light 
aƌea of MuŶshiguŶge, adopted that 
giƌl as she had Ŷo issue at that iŵe.  
 

WheŶ MuskaŶ ǁas oŶlǇ ϲ Ǉeaƌs of 
age, HasiŶa adŵited heƌ iŶ ‘aŵa-
kƌishŶa ViǀekaŶaŶda MissioŶ ǁith 
the help of ApŶe Aap as at that iŵe 
she had Ŷo otheƌ opioŶ to keep 
safe that giƌl fƌoŵ the laŶd ladǇ oƌ 
ďƌothel oǁŶeƌ.  
 

IŶiiallǇ the giƌl MuskaŶ khatooŶ 
peƌfoƌŵed ǀeƌǇ ǁell iŶ heƌ ‘KVM 
sĐhool. “he ǁas oŶe of the ďest stu-
deŶts iŶ heƌ Đlass. UŶfoƌtuŶatelǇ 
ateƌ ϰ Ǉeaƌs ǁheŶ MuskaŶ ǁas iŶ 
Đlass fouƌ she ƌetuƌŶed to heƌ 

adopted ŵotheƌ oŶ puja ǀaĐaioŶ 
aŶd ateƌ puja ǀaĐaioŶ ǁheŶ ApŶe 
Aap ŵeŵďeƌs ǁeŶt to HasiŶa͛s 
house to seŶd heƌ ďaĐk to hostel, it 
ǁas ƌeǀealed that HasiŶa aloŶg ǁith 
MuskaŶ let MuŶshiguŶge aƌea ǁith 
a old ŵaŶ, siŶĐe theŶ ǁe Đould Ŷot 
tƌaĐe HasiŶa aŶd heƌ adopted 
daughteƌ MuskaŶ khatooŶ. 
 

 Ateƌ loŶg iŶteƌaĐioŶ ǁith the Đoŵ-
ŵuŶitǇ ǁoŵeŶ aŶd fƌoŵ difeƌeŶt 
souƌĐes it ǁas possiďle to tƌaĐe 
HasiŶa fƌoŵ oŶe ƌeŵote ǀillage of 

south Ϯϰ paƌgaŶas, ŶaŵelǇ Puƌďo 
kaŶkhuli uŶdeƌ “aŶtoshpoƌe poliĐe 
staioŶ ǁheƌe HasiŶa ƌesided ďe-
sides ƌail tƌaĐk of “aŶtoshpoƌe “ta-
ioŶ. It ǁas ƌeǀealed fƌoŵ HasiŶa 
that heƌ adopted daughteƌ MuskaŶ 
ǁas detaiŶed aŶd aďused ďǇoŶe 
peƌsoŶ ŶaŵelǇ “aliŵ “k.  
 

EǀeŶ MuskaŶ ǁas seǆuallǇ aďused 
ďǇ that peƌsoŶ ǁho ǁas ŶeaƌlǇ ϳϮ 
Ǉeaƌs old. HasiŶa staƌted to ƌesist 
that uŶŶatuƌal aĐiǀitǇ ǁith heƌ 
daughteƌ. TheŶ she ǁas foƌĐed to 
leaǀe the house ǁheƌe she ǁas ƌe-
sided ǁith the ŵaŶ aloŶg ǁith Mus-
kaŶ. 
 

ApŶe Aap appƌoaĐhed to Kolkata 
CWC aŶd pƌaǇed to ƌesĐue that giƌl 
fƌoŵ the ĐustodǇ of “k “aliŵ ǁho 
ǁas seǆuallǇ aďused that giƌl aŶd 
detaiŶed foƌĐefullǇ. Ateƌ ĐoŶsideƌ-
iŶg the ĐoŵplaiŶt lodged ďǇ HasiŶa 
ďefoƌe CWC, passed aŶ oƌdeƌ to ƌes-
Đue the giƌl fƌoŵ the ĐustodǇ of “k. 
“aliŵ aŶd foƌ this ƌeasoŶ CWC di-

ƌeĐted the O.C. of “aŶtoshpoƌe po-
liĐe staioŶ to ƌesĐue the giƌl aŶd 
pƌoduĐed the giƌl ďefoƌe CWC. As 
peƌ diƌeĐioŶ, MuskaŶ ǁas ƌesĐued 
fƌoŵ the ƌeŵote ǀillage of saŶtosh-
poƌe aŶd pƌoduĐed ďefoƌe the 
Đouƌt. 
 

Ateƌ pƌoduĐioŶ she ǁas seŶt to a 
hoŵe foƌ ĐouŶseliŶg aŶd ŵediĐal 
tƌeatŵeŶt. Ateƌ that she ǁas pƌo-
duĐed ďefoƌe the CWC agaiŶ aŶd as 
peƌ pƌaǇeƌ of ApŶe aap CWC ǁas 
pleased to pass aŶ oƌdeƌ to adŵit 
that giƌl ‘KVM, suďseƋueŶtlǇ she 
ǁas adŵited iŶ the ‘KVM ǁith the 
assistaŶĐe of ApŶe Aap ďut iŶ the 
Ǉeaƌ ϮϬϭϰ ‘KVM ĐoŵplaiŶ that she 
ǀiolates the ƌules aŶd ƌegulaioŶs of 
the iŶsituioŶ so theǇ suggested to 
adŵit heƌ iŶ aŶotheƌ ƌesideŶial 
sĐhool ǁithout iŶfoƌŵiŶg CWC as 
peƌ laǁ.  
 

“o ǁe iŵŵediatelǇ iŶfoƌŵed to Kol-
kata CWC aŶd as peƌ oƌdeƌ of CWC 
she ǁas adŵited to Hope Kolkata 
FouŶdaioŶ ǁheƌe MuskaŶ ĐaŶ get 
all kiŶds of ŵeŶtal, phǇsiĐal, phǇsio-
logiĐal deǀelopŵeŶt aŶd she is ǀeƌǇ 
happǇ Ŷoǁ. 
 

This eǆpeƌieŶĐe helps ŵe a lot to 
leaƌŶ aďout the  jouƌŶeǇ aŶd ight of 
a giƌl ǁho aďaŶdoŶed ďǇ heƌ paƌ-
eŶts iŶ heƌ eaƌlǇ age aŶd theƌe aƌe 
ŵaŶǇ giƌls like MuskaŶ aƌe ďeiŶg 
aďaŶdoŶed eǀeƌǇdaǇ ďǇ heƌ paƌ-
eŶts, guaƌdiaŶs oƌ ƌelaiǀes oƌ theǇ 
ǁeƌe toƌtuƌed oƌ eǆploited  alt-
hough theƌe aƌe so ŵaŶǇ pƌoǀisioŶs 
iŶ the laǁ to stop it.   

 

Diary of a Social Worker 

Sk Fazul 

The Journey of 
Muskaan Khatoon 
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Kolkata: OŶ Ϯϵth Apƌil͛ϮϬϭϰ, a ŵas-
siǀe iƌe ǁas ďƌoke out at Topsia, 
Ŷeaƌ ϰ Ŷo. ďƌidge of Paƌk CiƌĐus & 
it͛s adjaĐeŶt ƌail liŶe aƌeas ǁheƌe I 
staǇ ǁith ŵaŶǇ otheƌ people iŶ theiƌ 
huts. IŶ that aƌea, ŵost of us staƌted 
to staǇ ateƌ ďeiŶg eǀiĐted fƌoŵ the 
Topsia sluŵ last Ǉeaƌ & foƌ ǁhiĐh 
ApŶe Aap is ighiŶg ǁith the Goǀ-
eƌŶŵeŶt to get the suppoƌt foƌ us.  
 

The people fƌoŵ ApŶe Aap ŵaŶǇ 
iŵes Đoŵe to ǀisit this aƌea & ǁe 
also used to go to ApŶe Aap oiĐe 
at Kiddeƌpoƌe foƌ difeƌeŶt ŵeeiŶgs 
& also iŶ seaƌĐh of legal adǀiĐe & 
suppoƌt fƌoŵ ApŶe Aap.  
 

Ateƌ this ŵassiǀe iƌe ǁe Đaŵe to 
kŶoǁ that ŵaŶǇ of us had lost ouƌ 
all ďeloŶgiŶgs iŶĐludiŶg ǀoteƌ Đaƌd, 
Aadhaƌ Đaƌd, sĐhool ĐeƌiiĐate, Biƌth 
ĐeƌiiĐates, ‘aioŶ Đaƌd etĐ aŶd oth-
eƌ doĐuŵeŶts iŶ that iƌe. People 

fƌoŵ ApŶe Aap Đaŵe heƌe aŶd 
talked ǁith the us ƌegaƌdiŶg the 
iŶĐideŶt aŶd also ĐolleĐted the de-
tails of the doĐuŵeŶts that ǁe haǀe 
lost iŶ the iƌe, so that, theǇ ĐaŶ  
staƌt the pƌoĐeduƌe of geiŶg the 
dupliĐate ĐopǇ of those iŵpoƌtaŶt 
doĐuŵeŶts.  
 

ApŶe aap oiĐe also pƌoǀided us ‘s 
ϱϬϬϬ/- tǁiĐe foƌ aƌƌaŶgiŶg foods foƌ 
the afeĐted faŵilies. I Đooked the 
food foƌ these people & seƌǀed to 
theŵ as ŵǇ ƌooŵ soŵe hoǁ got 
saǀed fƌoŵ the iƌe ďut ŵǇ ƌelaiǀes 
haǀe lost theiƌ hoŵes. 
 

IŶ ǁoƌds of a ǁoŵaŶ ͞“oŵe daǇs 
ďefoƌe ǁe haǀe suďŵited a Đhaƌteƌ 
of deŵaŶd to the difeƌeŶt poliiĐal 
leadeƌs ďefoƌe the eleĐioŶ foƌ de-
ǀelopŵeŶt of ouƌ aƌea. We eǆ-
peĐted that the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt people 
ǁould help us iŶ soŵe ǁaǇ ǁith ouƌ 

shelteƌ. ͞ 

 

͞PƌeseŶtlǇ to staǇ iŶ 
these sŵall ƌooŵs ǁe 
aƌe paǇiŶg high ƌeŶts. 
But this iƌe destƌoǇed 
all ouƌ ƌooŵs & doĐu-
ŵeŶts. DoŶ’t kŶoǁ 
ǁhat to do Ŷoǁ.͟   
 

AŶotheƌ ǁoŵaŶ said, ͞Ateƌ a loŶg 
iŵe ǁith the suppoƌt & help fƌoŵ 
ApŶe Aap I haǀe got ŵǇ ‘“BY 
;Health CaƌdͿ Đaƌd. That ǁould help 
ŵe & ŵǇ faŵilǇ to get the tƌeat-
ŵeŶt at loǁeƌ Đost. But all the Đaƌds 
I haǀe lost foƌ this iƌe. EǀeŶ ŵǇ Đhil-
dƌeŶ also lost theiƌ ďooks & dƌess of 
the sĐhool.  

 

Fire in Topsia 

Pƌize iŶ Liteƌatuƌe. He used hiMuŵtaz Beguŵthat ǁould ǀalue the eǆpeƌise of 

 

Folloǁ us oŶ  ǁǁǁ.faĐeďook.Đoŵ/apŶeaap  
ǁǁǁ.tǁiteƌ.Đoŵ/apŶeaap 

 

 

 

 

Wƌite to us foƌ aŶǇ Ƌueƌies oƌ ĐoŵŵeŶts at ĐoŶtaĐt@apŶeaap.oƌg 

 

;ĐoŶiŶued fƌoŵ page 1: ͚The 
Woƌld Outside͛Ϳ  

We togetheƌ displaǇed those pƌod-
uĐts aŶd sold all the pƌoduĐts ǁe 
ďƌought theƌe. While selliŶg those 
pƌoduĐts, ǁe iŶteƌaĐted ǁith the 
difeƌeŶt ǀisitoƌs shaƌed ouƌ eǆpeƌi-
eŶĐes fƌoŵ the ďegiŶŶiŶg at the 
ĐeŶtƌe aŶd also told aďout the ǁoƌk 
aŶd oďjeĐiǀes of AAWW duƌiŶg the 

ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶ. It gaǀe ŵe a seŶse of 
gƌeat pƌide to ďe aŵoŶg those peo-
ple, ǁho ǁeƌe listeŶiŶg to ŵe ǁith 
so ŵuĐh iŶteƌest. 
 

We felt ǀeƌǇ happǇ at that iŵe. 
People ǁeƌe ĐoŵiŶg aŶd ďuǇiŶg the 
pƌoduĐts aŶd also ƌeĐeiǀed doŶaioŶ 
fƌoŵ theŵ. TheŶ ǁe iŶǀited theŵ to 
ǀisit the ApŶe Aap ĐeŶtƌe. The good 

thiŶg ǁas that the ǀisitoƌs Đaŵe to 
ouƌ ĐeŶtƌe oŶ the ǀeƌǇ Ŷeǆt daǇ aŶd 
agaiŶ theǇ ďought the pƌoduĐts of 
IGP iŶ the ĐeŶtƌe. We agaiŶ ŵet 
theŵ iŶ ouƌ ĐeŶtƌe. 

I felt ǀeƌǇ happǇ paƌiĐipaiŶg iŶ this 
tǇpe of aĐiǀitǇ iŶ the ĐeŶtƌe as ǁell 
as outside of the ĐeŶtƌe. I aŵ happǇ 
that ApŶe Aap gaǀe ŵe the sĐope of 
ŵeeiŶg those people outside aŶd 
shaƌiŶg ŵǇ eǆpeƌieŶĐes.  
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Raid in Forbesgunj 
Fatima Khatoon 

FoƌďesguŶj: WheŶ I ƌeĐeiǀed the 
Đall fƌoŵ ŵǇ daughteƌ at ϱ pŵ, she 
ǁas ǀeƌǇ afƌaid aŶd told ŵe that 
poliĐe is ĐoŶduĐiŶg a ƌaid iŶ the 
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ. IŵŵediatelǇ, I ǁeŶt to 
ŵǇ house ǁith ŵǇ Đolleague aŶd 
saǁ that the poliĐe had alƌeadǇ 
pulled out ŵaŶǇ giƌls aŶd ǁoŵeŶ, 
iŶĐludiŶg feǁ ŵeŶ aŶd ďoǇs out of 
theiƌ houses. MǇ iƌst step ǁas to 
ideŶifǇ those giƌls ǁho aƌe sĐhool 
goiŶg ǁoŵeŶ ǁho aƌe Ŷot iŶ pƌosi-
tuioŶ ƌeƋuesiŶg the poliĐe oiĐeƌs 
Ŷot to aƌƌest theŵ. But ďǇ theŶ, feǁ 
ŵoƌe giƌls, ǁho ǁeƌe Ŷot iŶto pƌos-
ituioŶ, ǁeƌe alƌeadǇ seŶd to 
FoƌďesgaŶj poliĐe staioŶ. 

This ƌaid ǁas totallǇ difeƌeŶt fƌoŵ 
the ƌaid ĐoŶduĐted ďǇ “hiǀdip LaŶde 
aŶd his poliĐe foƌĐe ;foƌŵeƌ “.P., 
Aƌaƌia DistƌiĐtͿ iŶ ϮϬϭϮ. DuƌiŶg that 
ƌaid ǁe had suďŵited peiioŶs to 
the DistƌiĐt Magistƌate aŶd “upeƌiŶ-
teŶdeŶt of PoliĐe, Aƌaƌia DistƌiĐt 
agaiŶst the Mela that is oƌgaŶized 
eǀeƌǇ Ǉeaƌ, fosteƌiŶg tƌaiĐkiŶg duƌ-
iŶg that peƌiod of iŵe. The adŵiŶ-
istƌaioŶ deĐided oŶ the ƌaid, ǁith-
out aŶǇ iŶfoƌŵaioŶ to us aŶd ǁe 
ǁeƌe takeŶ ďǇ suƌpƌise. 

Coŵpaƌed to that, this ƌaid ǁas 
difeƌeŶt iŶ the seŶse that ǁheŶ ǁe 
ƌeaĐhed theƌe the poliĐe took us 
iŶto ĐoŶideŶĐe aŶd asked assis-
taŶĐe fƌoŵ us. WheŶ I ƌeaĐhed the 
‘LA, I spoke to the poliĐe oiĐials. 
TheǇ asked ŵe aďout the ǁheƌea-
ďouts of GaiŶul aŶd his house. 
;GaiŶul is oŶe of the ďiggest ĐƌiŵiŶal 
aŶd tƌaiĐkeƌ of the aƌeaͿ. I gaǀe 
theŵ the loĐaioŶ to his house. 
MeaŶ ǁhile, I ƌeƋuested poliĐe oi-
Đials to ƌelease the giƌls aŶd ǁoŵeŶ.   

I aŶd ŵǇ Đolleague led the poliĐe 
foƌĐe ideŶifǇiŶg ŵeŶ ǁho aƌe 
tƌaiĐkeƌs aŶd piŵps aŶd geiŶg 
the poliĐe to aƌƌest theŵ. Had I Ŷot 
ďeeŶ pƌeseŶt duƌiŶg the ƌaid iŶ the 
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ, ŵaŶǇ giƌls, ǁoŵeŶ aŶd 
ďoǇs ǁho ǁeƌe iŶ Ŷo ǁaǇ assoĐiated 
iŶ pƌosituioŶ, though theǇ staǇed 
iŶ the ‘LA, ǁould haǀe ďeeŶ aƌƌest-
ed. I also fought ǁith the ŵedia 
people as theǇ ǁeƌe tƌǇiŶg take piĐ-
tuƌes of giƌls aŶd ǁoŵeŶ.  

I feel ǀeƌǇ happǇ that I Đould get 
feǁ of the tƌaiĐkeƌs aƌƌested, 
tƌaiĐkeƌs ǁho had sold aŶd foƌĐed 
seǀeƌal giƌls iŶto pƌosituioŶ. AŶd 
as aŶ ateƌŵath of this ƌaid, tƌaiĐk-

eƌs like GaiŶul aŶd Musliŵ got aƌ-
ƌested. TheǇ aƌe the ďiggest tƌaiĐk-
eƌs aŶd ĐƌiŵiŶals of the aƌea.  

GƌoǁiŶg up iŶ the aƌea, I ƌeŵeŵ-
ďeƌ seeiŶg a ǁoŵaŶ ǁho Musliŵ 
had tƌaiĐked iŶto pƌosituioŶ iŶ 
his house. I alǁaǇs saǁ heƌ sufeƌiŶg 
fƌoŵ diseases aŶd died ǁithout 
tƌeatŵeŶt. I soŵeǁheƌe sill feel 
that Musliŵ is ƌespoŶsiďle foƌ heƌ 
death, takiŶg ŵoŶeǇ out of heƌ iŶ-
Đoŵe fƌoŵ pƌosituioŶ aŶd Ŷeǀeƌ 
leaǀiŶg eŶough ŵoŶeǇ to heƌ that 
she Đould eǀeŶ do heƌ tƌeatŵeŶt.   

Ateƌ assisiŶg the poliĐe iŶ the 
ƌaid aŶd iŶ ideŶifǇiŶg tƌaiĐkeƌs 
ǁho ǁeƌe aƌƌested, I got thƌeat Đalls 
fƌoŵ tƌaiĐkeƌs aŶd ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ 
ŵeŵďeƌ. But I aŵ Ŷeǀeƌ afƌaid of all 
these as I see theŵ as a paƌt of ŵǇ 
stƌuggle agaiŶst tƌaiĐkiŶg aŶd pƌos-
ituioŶ. 

It ƌeŵaiŶs oŶe of the gƌeatest daǇ 
iŶ ŵǇ life that I Đould at least get a 
feǁ ŵeŶ aƌƌested ǁho I haǀe hated 
foƌ seeiŶg theŵ tƌaiĐ ǁoŵeŶ aŶd 
giƌls as ďeiŶg paƌt of the ƌed light 
aƌea siŶĐe ŵǇ Đhildhood. 

 

;ĐoŶiŶued fƌoŵ page 1Ϳ  Traicking Kingpin Gainul Ar-
rested 

 

GaiŶul's aƌƌest Đaŵe as aŶ ateƌ-efeĐt of ouƌ loŶg 
stƌuggle to ďust the tƌaiĐkiŶg Ŷetǁoƌk iŶ FoƌďesgaŶj. It 
took gƌeat Đouƌage oŶ paƌt of MeeŶa, Faiŵa aŶd 
Kalaŵ to liǀe iŶside the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ aŶd ĐoŶiŶuouslǇ 
ĐhalleŶge the tƌaiĐkeƌs. It also Đaŵe as a ƌesult of the 
PIL ǁe haǀe iled iŶ ϮϬϭϮ ateƌ the aƌƌest of Kalaŵ 
agaiŶst the Bihaƌ Goǀt. It ǁas a ǀeƌǇ diiĐult task as 
theƌe has ďeeŶ oƌgaŶized efoƌt to destaďilize us oŶ 
ďehalf of the tƌaiĐkeƌs aŶd poliĐe iŶ ĐoŶŶiǀaŶĐe ǁith 
theŵ ateƌ the siŶg opeƌaioŶ iŶ the Mela aŶd suďse-
ƋueŶt ĐhalleŶge thƌoǁŶ to the theŶ Đoƌƌupt poliĐe oi-
Đials ǁho helped tƌaiĐkeƌs. TheǇ aƌƌested Kalaŵ, 
tƌeated ǁith hiŵ iŶ the ŵost uŶdigŶiied ǁaǇ, tƌied to 

sŶatĐh aǁaǇ KGBV fƌoŵ us. EǀeƌǇďodǇ ǁaƌŶed us Ŷot  
 

to eŶgage fuƌtheƌ ǁith the Goǀt. iŶ a ight aŶd Đƌeate 
ŵoƌe hosilitǇ. But the PIL fouŶd out to ďe a ǀeƌǇ efeĐ-
iǀe ǁaǇ to ƌeǀaŵp aŶi-tƌaiĐkiŶg aĐiǀiies iŶ the 
state. GaiŶul's last aƌƌest Đaŵe as the iŶal outĐoŵe of 
the suppleŵeŶtaƌǇ aidaǀit ouƌ laǁǇeƌ AŶjaŶa Mishƌa 
had iled to ouƌ PIL askiŶg the “tate to aƌƌest GaiŶul.  
 

It took us ŵaŶǇ Ǉeaƌs to see a tƌaiĐkeƌ like GaiŶul ďe-
hiŶd the ďaƌs. But ǁe aƌe iŶdeed ǀeƌǇ happǇ aŶd pƌoud 
of ouƌ aĐhieǀeŵeŶt. Whetheƌ he ǁill iŶallǇ get due 
puŶishŵeŶt is a ŵateƌ of ƌigoƌous legal folloǁ up. But 
at least to the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ aŶd the tƌaiĐked giƌls the 
ŵessage that GaiŶul aŶd tƌaiĐkeƌs like hiŵ aƌe Ŷot 
iŶǀiŶĐiďle is pheŶoŵeŶal.  
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CEO of the ThoŵsoŶ ‘euteƌs FouŶ-
daioŶ, FouŶdeƌ of TƌustLaǁ aŶd 
Tƌust WoŵeŶ, MoŶiƋue Villa, ǁas 
ǁelĐoŵed ďǇ ApŶe Aap staf oŶ the 
ϴth of Apƌil, iŶ oƌdeƌ to paƌtake iŶ aŶ 
iŶfoƌŵal ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶ oŶ ApŶe 
Aap͛s ǀaƌious legal dileŵŵas. Giƌls, 
agiŶg fƌoŵ ϭϬ to ϭϲ, fƌoŵ the 
Dhaƌaŵpuƌa ĐeŶtƌe iŶ Delhi, joiŶed 
the disĐussioŶ iŶ oƌdeƌ to ĐoŵŵuŶi-
Đate soŵe of theiƌ ĐoŶĐeƌŶs as paƌt 
the PeƌŶa ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ, a De-Ŷoiied 
tƌiďe.  
 

The disĐussioŶ ďetǁeeŶ MoŶiƋue, 
heƌ Đolleague “eƌeŶa GƌaŶt ;Đo-

head of Legal foƌ ThoŵsoŶ ‘euteƌsͿ 
aŶd the giƌls ǁas laƌgelǇ ĐoŶĐeƌŶed 
ǁith issues of ideŶiiĐaioŶ. TheǇ 
eǆpƌessed suƌpƌise upoŶ iŶdiŶg out 
that these giƌls, as ǁell as theiƌ paƌ-
eŶts, ŵake up a fƌiŶge gƌoup of soĐi-
etǇ that has Ŷeitheƌ a poliiĐal ǀoiĐe 
Ŷoƌ legiiŵisaioŶ fƌoŵ the state. 
Most of these ͚ĐiizeŶs͛ hold Đaste 
ĐeƌiiĐates, ǁhiĐh ǁould gƌaŶt 
theŵ suďsidisaioŶs aŶd aĐĐess to 
ŵaŶǇ goǀeƌŶŵeŶtal pƌogƌaŵs, as 
ǁell as sĐhooliŶg. OŶe of the giƌls, 
Ŷo ŵoƌe thaŶ ϭϱ Ǉeaƌs old, alƌeadǇ 
uŶdeƌstood the sigŵa͛s heƌ tƌiďe 
held iŶ soĐietǇ; ĐlaiŵiŶg that goǀ-
eƌŶŵeŶt oiĐials aǀoided theiƌ aƌea 
at all Đosts. 
 

The poiŶt ǁas ŵade:  

͞This ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ is 
ĐƌiŵiŶalised ďǇ otheƌs 
aŶd ǁith ŶoŶeǆisteŶt 
poliĐe ĐoopeƌaioŶ, the 
giƌls ĐaƌƌǇ oŶ liǀiŶg iŶ 
patƌiaƌĐhal ďuďďles uŶa-
ďle to esĐape fƌoŵ the 
ĐoŶiŶes of theiƌ 
hoŵes.͟  

 

“adlǇ this ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ is Ŷot sŵall, iŶ 
Delhi aloŶe it ŵakes up appƌoǆi-
ŵatelǇ ϱϬ,ϬϬϬ people. Theƌe aƌe, as 
of Ŷoǁ, oǀeƌ ϯϬϬ of these tƌiďes 
spƌead aĐƌoss the ĐouŶtƌǇ. With 
these appƌoǆiŵate staisiĐs iŶ 
ŵiŶd, “eƌeŶa ŵoǀed to loďďǇ the 
laǁǇeƌs she kŶeǁ iŶ IŶdia, ǁho 
Đould ǁoƌk oŶ this sǇsteŵiĐ issue.  
 

͞Foƌ a gƌoup of people 
iŶ the Ϯϭst ĐeŶtuƌǇ to ďe 
ostƌaĐised fƌoŵ theiƌ so-
ĐietǇ ďeĐause of a Đul-
tuƌal heƌitage iŵposed 
oŶ theŵ ďǇ the Bƌiish 
aŶd ďloĐked fƌoŵ deǀel-
opiŶg as a ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ 
ǁith ǀeƌǇ feǁ foƌŵal joď 
oppoƌtuŶiies, is a Đƌisis 
suppoƌted ďǇ a seǀeƌe 
laĐk of poliiĐal ǁill.͟  

 

A sŵall seĐioŶ of the PeƌŶa Đoŵ-
ŵuŶitǇ, ǁhiĐh ApŶe Aap ǁoƌks 
ǁith, is loĐated ǁithiŶ a feǁ sŵall 
stƌeets, at the ĐeŶteƌ of aŶ iŶdifeƌ-
eŶt Ŷeighďouƌhood . TheǇ haǀe 
leaƌŶt to fuŶĐioŶ ǁithiŶ the ĐoŶ-
iŶes of this aƌea ďǇ outsouƌĐiŶg 
theiƌ ŵaiŶ iŶĐoŵe supplǇ, theiƌ 
ǁoŵeŶ, to the highǁaǇs that lead 
to this Đapital͛s ŵodeƌŶ ĐitǇ ĐeŶteƌ.  
 

TheǇ haǀe ǁoƌked haƌd to ƌetaiŶ a 
stƌoŶg foothold ǁithiŶ the ǀiĐiŶitǇ, 
ŵost likelǇ thƌough paǇiŶg of the 
feǁ oiĐials theǇ haǀe ƌelaioŶs 
ǁith, aŶd haǀe ŵaŶaged, aided ďǇ 
aŶ apatheiĐ state, to ǁithdƌaǁ 
fƌoŵ the ƌule of laǁ. ApŶe Aap is 
ǁoƌkiŶg haƌd to giǀe these futuƌe 
geŶeƌaioŶs a ĐhaŶĐe, laƌgelǇ ĐoŶ-
ĐeŶtƌaiŶg oŶ pƌeǀeŶiŶg theiƌ eŶtƌǇ 
iŶto the iŶdustƌǇ. “oŵe of theiƌ 

ǇouŶg giƌls ŵaŶage to ƌuŶ fƌoŵ 
theiƌ laďoƌious dailǇ Đhoƌes, ĐaƌiŶg 
foƌ the faŵilǇ households, to speŶd 
a feǁ houƌs eŶjoǇiŶg soŵe ƌeĐƌea-
ioŶal aĐiǀiies ǁithiŶ oŶe of ouƌ 
tǁo ĐeŶteƌs, situated a feǁ kiloŵe-
tƌes aǁaǇ fƌoŵ oŶe aŶotheƌ.  
 

Foƌ aŶǇ ƌeal pƌogƌessioŶ to oĐĐuƌ 
ǁithiŶ the dǇŶaŵiĐs of these Đoŵ-
ŵuŶiies, the state Ŷeeds to uŶdeƌ-
staŶd the deŵogƌaphiĐ of this popu-
laioŶ, iŶ soĐietǇ. OŶlǇ theŶ ĐaŶ theǇ 
ƌealise the pƌogƌaŵs Ŷeeded to help 
sustaiŶ these people. “oŵe Đlaiŵ 
that it is too haƌd; that it is aŶ eŶ-
tƌeŶĐhed Đultuƌal ideŶitǇ; that it is 
tƌaŶsposed fƌoŵ geŶeƌaioŶ to geŶ-
eƌaioŶ. “peŶd a daǇ at oŶe of these 
ĐeŶteƌs tƌǇiŶg to uŶdeƌstaŶd these 
seŶsiiǀe aŶd iŶŶoĐeŶt ĐhildƌeŶ. 
What ǁe Ŷeed, ǁhat is iŵpoƌtaŶt 
ƌight Ŷoǁ, aƌe laǁǇeƌs, goǀeƌŶŵeŶt 
oiĐials aŶd ƌeseaƌĐheƌs ǁilliŶg to 
take oŶ this task; the task of pƌoǀid-
iŶg aŶ ideŶitǇ, ǁhiĐh these iŶdiǀid-
uals ĐaŶ ƌelate to iŶ soĐietǇ.  
 

AleǆaŶdƌa MoĐhŶaĐz is iŶteƌŶiŶg 
ǁith ApŶe Aap. She is ĐoŶduĐiŶg a 
ƌeseaƌĐh pƌoiliŶg tƌaiĐkeƌs iŶ ouƌ 
Kolkata ĐeŶteƌs, iŶ oƌdeƌ to iŶd paƌ-
allels ďetǁeeŶ ƌed light aƌeas, aŶd 
theiƌ iŶsituioŶal hieƌaƌĐhies, ǁithiŶ 
EƌǀiŶg GofŵaŶ͛s aŶalǇses of ͚total 
iŶsituioŶs͛. Heƌ aĐadeŵiĐ ďaĐk-
gƌouŶd is oŶe foĐused oŶ iŶteƌŶa-
ioŶal poliiĐs aŶd poliĐǇ-ŵakiŶg. 
HaǀiŶg studied at KiŶg͛s College iŶ 
LoŶdoŶ, she is pƌepaƌiŶg foƌ a Mas-
teƌ͛s iŶ GeŶdeƌ iŶeƋualiies aŶd Poli-
ĐǇ foƌ a futuƌe Đaƌeeƌ iŶ poliĐǇ-

ŵakiŶg oŶ geŶdeƌ ƌelated issues. IŶ 
oƌdeƌ to deǀelop suĐh a Đaƌeeƌ, she 
iŶteŶds to eǆpaŶd heƌ kŶoǁledge-

ďase ďǇ ǁoƌkiŶg ǁith soĐial ŵoǀe-
ŵeŶts aŶd gƌassƌoots iŶiiaiǀes. 
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 Poems  
 

 

VoiŶg is Ouƌ Right 

 

I ǁaŶt to lǇ like a ďiƌd, 
I ǁaŶt to loǁ like the ƌiǀeƌ, 

I ǁaŶt to touĐh the skǇ, 
I ǁaŶt to gaiŶ ƌespeĐt, 

A giƌl is Ŷot a toǇ, hope the ǁoƌld uŶ-
deƌstaŶd that. 

 

ϰϵ% ǀotes aƌe foƌ the giƌls, to help 
solǀe the ǁoƌld issues, 
Life is like a sŵall ďoat, 

We Ŷeed to sail aŶd aĐhieǀe eǀeƌǇ-
thiŶg, that eǀeƌǇoŶe iŶ us suppƌesses. 

 

-  “aŶgeeta “haƌŵ 

Age : ϭϯ Ǉeaƌs 

I WaŶt to Liǀe 

 

I haǀe staƌted liǀiŶg ǁith deŵaŶdiŶg ŵǇ ƌights, 
What ǁill Ǉou get takiŶg these aǁaǇ fƌoŵ ŵe? 

DoŶ͛t thiŶk that a dƌop of ǁateƌ is sŵall, 
It͛s these dƌops ǁhiĐh ĐaŶ lood the hoŵe of Ǉou 

aŶd ŵe. 
 

The oŶe ǁho Ǉou Đall ďaĐkǁaƌd, 
Is the oŶe ǁho does so ŵuĐh ǁoƌk foƌ Ǉou, 

Liǀe Ǉouƌself aŶd let ŵe liǀe, 
Let ŵe ƌeŵaiŶ good Đoz i I ǁaŶt to liǀe too. 

 

 

 

- Pooja “haǁ  
Age : ϭ5 Ǉeaƌs 


