
...

BL inv, 26016
(93-5-14-1145)
Plate 41

38b
12.2 x 10.5 em. 8 June 114

Thebes

38a - 38y

OSTRAKA IN THE BRITISH LIBRARYl

ROGER S. BAGNALL - KLAAS A. WORP

BL inv. 20154
(Greville Chester, 87-7-30-196)
Plate 41

1. GRANARY RECEIPTS

38a
10.8 x 8.6 em. Late II a.c.

Thebes

The formula most closely resembles Group 5 in Z.M. Packman, The Taxes in Grain in Ptolemaic Egypt (New
Haven-Toronto 1968, Am.Stud.Pap. 4) 30-32, but it seems to lack a statement of the year for which paid (but cf.
note to I. 2) and a signature. A large L-shaped line frames the lower left comer of the text.

"Erou; MEcrOPTtta' ,.1E(!1EtPl1KEV)dc; tOYEV<itOc;ltOA(n)
til t !1(CY&ATI)9'Ilcr(cupov) dc; to ;;(!1tcru) (apta~l1C;) LlOKpatl1C;

3 'HpaKAdo~u'(ltUPou) ltEVtE, (YlvEtat) (It\lpou) E.

"Year X, Mesore 11. Sokrates son of Herakleides has paid to the granary in Diospolis Magna, for the half-
artaba (tax), five (art.) of wheat, total 5 (art.) wheat."

2. The reading of the first part of the line is difficult, and there is a large L-shaped character after what we
are reluctantly reading as !h]cr(aupOv).We do not, however, see any way of reading a year number before it, and
we therefore suppose that It is part of the abbreviation of!h]o(aupOv) rather than the year symbol.
2-3. Sokrates son of Herakleides also appears in OBodl. I 133 verso, dated (apparently on palaeographical
grounds) to the early IB.C. by the editor. Without any means of dating our ostrakon, we cannot say how likely
an identification is.

MEtPTJ(!1aj 9'Ila(aupou) !1TJtpOlt(OAElOC;)YEV~(!1atOC;)t~ (£1Ou<;)
IIau(vt) to oyo(!1a1OC;)LEvXro(ycrtoC;)

I It was through ostraka that Roger Bagnall first met Piet Sijpesteijn in 1971, when Bagnall was involved in work on the
Toronto collection and Sijpesteijn on the Leiden; and it was the editing of two collections of ostraka that first brought the three of
us together (O.Arnst., O.Leid.). It seems particularly appropriate, then, for us to contribute to Pier's memory a small selection
from the large collection in the British Library, virtually untouched since Wilcken published a larger selection in his Griechische
Ostraka ausAgypten und Nubien (Berlin-Leipzig 1899; Nachdr. Amsterdam 1970-1971 mit Nachtriigen von PJ. Sijpesteijn). For
the most part these are drawn from a small group of texts of which photographs were made before the outbreak of the migration of
salt toward the surIace of the sherds (arrested by the application of soluble nylon in the 1970s, but after much damage had been
done), and they therefore show the osttaka when they were much clearer than they are now. We are indebted to T.S. Pattie for these
photographs and for facilitating our work on this collection over the years. The photographs of the osttaka are reprodueed by
permission of the British Library. The present inventory numbers are followed in parentheses by previous numbers and other
information present on the labels.
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<l>80\Jll(oov80u)OUXITalloov8(ou) TEii)t(o~)
lJ1t(Ep) ('Ayop&v) (1tUPOU)lliav ~llt<1UJeO"
(yivovtat) (1tUpou) a L JeO". ralO(~) <1ECYTl(lletOlllat).

"Payment to the granary of the metropolis for the crop of the 17th year, Pauni 14, in the name of Senchonsis
daughter ofPhthoumonthes, through Pamonthes son ofTeos, for Agorai, one, a half, 1/24 (art.) of wheat, total, 1
1/21/24 (art.) of wheat. I,Gaius, have signed."

4

1. Granary receipts with omitted imperial names are rare. Cf. O.Bodl. 1620. Tax receipts on papyrus,
however, omit imperial names fairly commonly, especially in the later II century. See generally J.-J. Aubert,
BASP 28 (1991) 103-104.
2-3. For Senchonsis daughter ofPhthoumonthes, see OBodl. 1242, 1299; o.uu. 197 (A.D. 123-132), plus
the linked lists O.Bod!. 1716 and 1789.
4. For Agorai, see B. Palme, Tyche 4 (1989) 125-29.
5. For the signer Gaius, see O.Bodl. 1201 etc. TIlls appears to be his earliest reeeipt published to date.

BL inv. 19276
(Budge, Karnak, 87-4-2-352)
Plate 41

38e
5.7 x 8.8 em. 117-138

Thebes

ME(~PTllla) 8Tl<1(aupou) llTl(~po1t6A.e0l~)YEv~(lla~o~) [ (EWU~)]
j\optavou ~ou xupiou [Mecopn]
H1tUYO(~EVOlV)E iJ1t(Ep)('Ayop&v) [6v6(llaw~)]

4 ITava(~Ol~) <lJa~p~o(u~) <l>8011[oov8(ou)Jep(t9ii~) ~pho(v)]
OOlOE(Jeawv), (yivovtat) 1Cp(I9ii~)Y w. f!l.. crE<1fI(lletOlllat).]

"Payment to the granary of the metropolis for the erop of the [xxth year] of Hadrian the lord, [Mesore] 30
th
, 5th

epagomenal day, for Agorai, [in the name of] Panameus son of Phatres, grandson of Phthomonthes, [a third], a
twelfth [of barley], total, 1/]1/12 of barley. I, P[---, have signed]."

4. The taxpayer does not seem to be attested elsewhere.

BL inv. 26116
(93-5-14-1245)
Plate 42

38d

10.1 x 6.3 em. 3 July 121
Thebes

The original is now virtually unreadable.

M~(IlE~PTJ~at)ciS !l1:lcr(aupov) llTl(~po1t6A.e0l~)YEv~(lla~o~) E (E~OU~)'AOptavou
~ou xuoiou 'E1te1.'ll8 U(1tEp)Xa(paJeo~) 6v6(lla~0~) <l>a~p~(ou~) "Qpo(u) (mipou)

~pho(v) oOlOEJe(awv),
3 (yivovtat) (rmpou) Y to. <1EC1Tl(lletOlllal).
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"Paid to the granary of the metropolis for the crop of the 5th year of Hadrian the lord, Epeiph 9, for Charax, in
the name ofPhatres son ofHoros, a third, a twelfth of wheat, total, 1/31/12 of wheat. I,NN, have signed."

2. The taxpayer does not appear to be attested elsewhere, although he could be the father of the taxpayer in
o.o« I 43 (161-169).
3. The signers near this receipt in time are poorly known, many of the signatures being unread; cf., e.g.,
O.Bodl. 1226. The first letter here might be a delta.

8L inv. 26030
(93-5-14-1159)
Plate 42

38e
7.3 x 6 cm. 19 August 127

Thebes

8L inv. 21033
(8udge, ICarnak, 88-5-12-251)
Plate 41

38f
6.3 x 5.5 em. 1311132

Thebes

M[E(IJ.E'tPTl'tat)] d[S e]Tlcr(aupov) IJ.Tl('tP01tOA.EOOS)
YEvT\(lJ.a'tos)ta (lhous) 'Aoptavou
Kuiotxpo; 1:OUxupio»

4 Meoopn K~6vo(lJ.lX'toS) ( )
'!j.LOUeOU{m(~p) NO(1:Ouj(it'upou) tpitov oyooov,
Kat 6vo(lJ.a1:OS)LEV1taIJ.WVeo(u) <I>eoulJ.oove(ou)'
(rrupoii) 'tE'tpaKatEtK(ocr'tOV), (yiVE'tat) (1tUpou) S.

8 ['A]v'ti<p(tA.os) crECITl(lJ.doolJ.at).

"Paid to the granary of the metropolis for the crop of the II th year of Hadrian Caesar the lord, Mesore 26, in
the name of NN, son of lrnouthes, for Notos, a third, an eighth of wheat, and in the name of Senpamonthes
daughter ofPhthournonthes, a twenty-fourth of wheat, total, 1/2 of wheat. I,Antiphilos, have signed."

4. The name is written in a rapid and cramped fashion, and we are not confident of a reading. The name
may begin Ilou-; an ending in -110(US)seems possible.
6. We have not managed to identify the taxpayer.
8. For the signer, see o.esa: 1249 (125) to 1262 (127), WO 825 etc.

M[E('tpTllla) e"cr(apou) YEvT1(lla1:OS)ts (£'tOUS)]
'AOptav[ojU 't[ou xupiou month, day]
'tot u; (hous) 6vo(lla1:OS) 'AllllOO':'~?,!

4 Ilsuocu; Ilall<PiAou
{m(Ep) X(apaKos) (1tUpou) Tllltcru tpitov
oyoov, (yiVOV1lXt)(1tUpou) S YTl· [a(1OS) q(E<JT]IlElOOlJ.at).

6 leg. oyooov

"Payment [to the granary of X for the crop of the 15th year] of Hadrian the [lord, (date)] of the 16
th year, in the

name of Antrnonios son ofPernsais, grandson of Pamphil os, for Charax, a half, a third, an eighth of wheat, total
1/21/31/8 of wheat. I, Gaius, have signed."
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3-4. The taxpayer does not seem to be attested elsewhere.. . .
6. For Gaius, see o.soat. 1313.6n. and 0.Wilb. 57 n. There IS the merest survwmg trace of the word

crE01WelOl~Ult.

BL inv. 25884
(93-5-14-1013)
Plate 42

The surface is now heavily damaged by salt, and has only partly been recovered by treatment with soluble nylon.

38g
8.2 x 7.4 em. 13 July 134

Thebes

ME(~E~p1l~at) el~ !lrta(aupov) ~T1~p[olt(6A.EOl~)YEV"(Wt~o~)]

tTl (E~OU'i)'Al)ptavou ~C!-~qC!-Jl'?S:'?'! ~Jl~'?1!
'Em:tq>te {J1t(Ep)t~ (EWU~)('AyopiOv) 6v6(~aw~)

4 Tt1ciO(~o~)ntKiO(w~) ~T1(~PO~)Touropto(~)
(ltUpou) a~', (yiVE~at) (ltUpou) a~'. r~(tO~) aEaTl(~Eiw~at).

"Paid to the granary of the metropolis [for the crop] of the 18"' year of Hadrian Caesar the lord, Epeiph 19, for
the 16"' year, for Agorai, in the name ofTikos daughter ofPikos and Touoris, I1/6 of wheat, total I1/6 of wheat. 1,
Gaius, have signed."

I. There are scattered traces where we print the text entirely inside brackets, but they cannot be assigned to
particular letters.
4. The taxpayer appears not to be known elsewhere.
5. For the signer see 38f, note to line 6.

BL inv. 26055
(93-5-14-1184)
Plate 42

38h
8.6 x 10.4 em. 29 July 142

Thebes

~E(~~PTl~at) el~ !lrta(aupov) IlTl(~POlt6A.EW~)YEv"(lla~o~) E(EWU~)
'Avtrovivou Kcdocpo;
wu xupiou MEOO(p~)E6v6(lla~0~)

4 nE~EIlE(vroq>tO~)ntKiO~ Kat al)EA.(q>oU)
U(ltEp) X(a.paKo~) te (EWU~)(xupou) l)wl)EK(atov) Il' T1',Kat
6v6(llaw~) <1lalli(vtO~) ntKiO~ b~oiw~
te (EWU~)(ltUpou) l)Oll)EKa~ovIlii, Kat

8 6v6(llaw~) ~ou a(u~ou) <1lalli(vtO~) Ult(Ep) CAyopiOv)
(ltUpou) K' l)', (yiVE~at) (ltUpou) d. <1leo(ull'iVt~)OEO'TI(llelWllat).

"Paid to the granary of the metropolis for the crop of the 5"' year of Antoninus Caesar the lord, Mesore 5, in
the name ofPetemenophis son ofPikos and his brother, for Charax for the 19th year, 1/121/48 of wheat, and in
the name of Pharninis son of Pikos likewise for the 191h year, 1/48 of wheat, and in the name of the same
Pharninis for Agorai, 1/24 of wheat, total, 1/4 of wheat. I, Phthouminis, have signed."
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4. A first-century banker Petemenophis son of Pikos is very well known (see O.Cairo GPW 90.5n.), but
the only possible match for a second-century taxpayer is the man of this name, grandson of Petearpochrates,
attested in O.Bodl. 1271 (A.D. 128). His brother Phaminis seems to be otherwise unknown.
5, 7. The reading of the 19th year in both lines looks clear, as is the regnal year in I. I; the arrears (several tiny
amounts summed to a quarter-artaba) thus go back six years.
8. It is just possible that faint traces after ('Ayop&v) are of a beta, but they may be just discoloration.
9. For the signer, see WO 870, o.sou. 1358 etc.

BL inv. 25928
(93-5-14-1057)
Plate 43

38i
11.6 x 11.9 cm. 29 June 144

Thebes

ME(tPTlIla.) lh)cr(a.1lpou) KOl(lllOV)YEvi](Ila.to<;)S (itto1l<;)'Avrrovivou
Knicupo; tOU xupiou 'E1tEl.cpE
iJ1t(Ep)X(apa.Ko<;) ovo(lla.to<;) LEVcpa.i]pW<;ITa.Va.(IlEOl<;)

4 (1t1lpou) uinv, (ylVEta.t) (nupoii) a.. 'Apnoxtpcerirov) crE<JTl(IlE10l1la.t).

"Payment to the granary of the villages for the crop of the 7th year of Antoninus Caesar the lord, Epeiph 5, for
Charax, in the name of Senphaeris daughter of Panameus, one (art.) of wheat, total, 1 (art.) of wheat. I,
Harpokration, have signed."

3. The taxpayer appears also in WO 587 (A.D. 138), also concerning Charax. Our ostrakon allows us to
reject the emendation to lla.vil[to<;] proposed for the patronymic in WO 587 (BL II2 66).
4. For the signer see o.Bodl. 1367 and note (attested 142-144).

BL inv. 26046
(93-5-14-1175)
Plate 43

38j
9.9 x 10.6 em. 28 July 173

Thebes

Now in very bad condition.

ME(tPTlIla.) lh)cr(a.1lpou) IlTl(tP01tOAEOl<;)YEVi](Ila.to<;)ty (£to1l<;)
AUPTlAio1l'Avrcovivou Kuioopo;
tOU xupiou Mecro(plJ) Ii il1t(Ep)X(apa.Ko<;) ovo(lla.to<;)

4 TPEllovcri]IlW(<;)ITExo(ho1l) (xupoii) ~lltcr1l_
tEtpa.K(a.tEtKOcrtOV), (yiVEta.t) (1t1lpou) L Kli. 'AIlffi(vw<;)crE<JTl(llelOlIla.t)·

"Payment to the granary of the metropolis for the crop of the 13'" year of Aurelius Antoninus Caesar the lord,
Mesore 4, for Charax, in the name ofTremonsemis daughter of Pechoites, a half, a twenty-fourth of wheat, total,
1/21/24 of wheat. I, Amonios, have signed."

4. Tpeuovoiiuu; is not in F. Preisigke, NB; D. Foraboschi, Onomasticon; E. Liiddeckens - H.J. Thissen,
NBDem.; or the DDBDP, but the reading is clear (the original surface is well preserved here, and Tp- is not Il-),
It seems most likely to be *TJ-rmt-n-Dm3, 'the woman of Jeme.' Similar names can be found in NBDem.
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1072, cf. the masculine equivalents in NBDem. 197. None of those cited in NBDem., however, include the

possessive n.
5. Amouios signs a.Bodl. 1485 of the same year and numerous other receipts of this period.

BL inv. 20222
(Greville Chester, Karnak, 87-7-30-261)
Plate 45

38k
9.8 x 5.8 em. 28 May 185

Thebes

ME(rpnu«) 9r]cr(ceupoir) 1l11(~POltOA.eW';)'YEv~(llaw.;) KE(Ewu,;) KOllllOBou
'Avttovivou Kcdcopo; ~ou K1lptOUIlau(vt) y . . .
1J1t(ep)Xa(paKo,;) 6vo(lla~0.;) IlE~E(J.lEvooqno<;)'l'EVaJ.l0u(vtO<;)

4 (rcupou) Buo, ('Ytvov~o:t)(1tUpou)'~: 'AJ.loo(vtO.;)crECITj(J.lEtWJ.lat).

"Payment to the granary of the metropolis for the crop of the 25th year of Commodus Antoninus Caesar the
lord, Pauni 3, for Charax, in the name of Petemenophis son ofPsenamounis, two (art.) of wheat, total 2 (art.) of
wheat. I,Amonios, have signed."

3. Although the combination of these commonplace Theban names can be found, no taxpayer from this
period with this name is known. On the original, it seems clear that the name is indeed IlE~E(IlEvro<plO<;)and not

Ilava(Il£Ol<;).
4. . .. See 38i, note to 1. 5, for Amonios,

BL inv. 25231
(93-5-14-452)
Plate 43

381
6.1 x 5.4 em. 16 August 211

Thebes

ME(~P11J.la)e11cr(aupou) KW(llroV)'YEv~(J.la~o.;)ta (E~ou,;) 'Avrrovivou
Kat rE~a EUcrE~rovLE~o:cr~rov
MEClOPT1K"i tn(~p) No(wu) 6v6(lla~0<;)

4 Laxoll(vEw<;) oll(otro.;) Kall~~tO(<;) (mipoii) BUo,
('YtVOV~at)(1tUpou)~. Ila( ) crEcr11(IlEtWllat).

"Payment to the granary of the villages for the crop of the 19th year of Antoninus and Geta Pii Augusti,
Mesore 23, for Notos, in the name of Sachomneus son of the same, grandson of Kametis, two (art.) of wheat,
total, 2 (art.) of wheat. I, PaC ), have signed."

4. The taxpayer seems not to be otherwise attested.
5. The signer is in a.Bodl. 1588 (208/209).
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II. MONEY TAX RECEIPTS

BL inv. 20276
(Greville Chester, 87-7-30-311)
Plate 43

38m. RECEIPT FOR A MONTHLY TAX

7.6 x 8.8 cm. ca. December 64
Thebes

For such payments by months, with no statement of the tax, cr. OiBodl. 1048 ff. It is generally assumed that
they are taxes on trades, and collection for two months together is common (Hathyr and Choiak also in OiBodl.
1053, and cf. infra).

'¥El!l!W(Ve,,~) 'Apue,,~ Kall!ew(xol)
'¥Eval!o{lVto~ rra~~~~O?S
xa(ipElv)' u1texro(l!Ev) 1tapa crou to tD,,(o~)

4 'A8iJp Kat Xoicoc tOU
la (ihou~) Neprovo~ tOU
xupioo.

"Psemmonthes son of Arathes and partners to Psenamounis son of Panameus, greetings. We have received
from you the tax for Hathyr and Choiak of the n" year of Nero the lord."

1. The collector occurs also in WO 1394-1395 (BL 26085, 25864), the first of which also covers Hathyr
and Choiak of Nero's 11 th year. They also have the spelling U1tEXro{l!EV)found here.
2. Despite the banality of these names in the Theban ostraka, no person of this name appears elsewhere as
a first -century taxpayer.

BL inv. 19785
(87-4-2-1255)
Plate 44

38n. RECEIPT FOR DIKE AND BATH TAXES

7.6 x 8.6 cm. 29 June 85
Thebes

1. There are clearly two names here, which we have not succeeded in reading; the writing is largely
sawtooth.
2. Daaltt, is rare in the Theban ostraka, but cf. OBodl. 652,1912.
5. The signer is well attested, cf. e.g. WO 1409, 1413 (84-88).

dtayeypa(<pE)
rrau1tto~ il1t(Ep)'xroi~aTi~a'ii)'X;X(paKo~) 0 (EtOU~)
(OpaXl!a~) ~ (tEtpW~OA.ov), ~(aA.aVEUttKoU) (tEtpro~OA.ov) (iWto~eA.tov),

(yivovtm) 1; (OtW~.) (fll!to~.) Kal1tpo(crOtaypa<pOl!Eva). (EWU~)0
4 dOl!tttavou tOUxopiou

rrauvt A.E. rrWA.(El!a'io~) crEall(l!Elrol!at).

"NN son ofNN, grandson ofPaapis, has paid for dike tax for Charax for the 4th year, 6 dr. 4 ob., for bath tax
41/2 ob., total, 7 dr. 21/2 ob. and additional charges. Year 4 of Domitian the lord, Pauni 35. I, PtoIemaios, have
signed."
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380. RECEIPT FOR BATH TAX

5.3 x 5.6 em. 28 July 127
ThebesBL inv. 21031

(Budge, Karnak, 88-5-12-249)
Plate 44

The surface is now much deteriorated.

IIe-texecrlt(oxpatTl~) Kat !!(E~oXOl)
[~eA(iiivat) 8ncr(aupoii)] tep(iiiv) IIa!!-
cl>v8n~'Apcrl(~crLO~)altEcr~ .

4 xo~(ev) ~aA(aveUnKov) La (e~ou~)
'A(5ptavoii ~oii _
xupiou Kat( oupeiou) (5
. . . ] E

8 '1'
"Petechespochrates and partners, tax-farmers of the granary of the temples, to Pamonthes son ofHarsiesis. We
have received the bath tax of the II th year of Hadrian the lord, Kaisareios 4, ... "

I. The collector is well known, see WO 819, 844-846, o.BodZ. 701, 708 n., 709.
2-3. The combination of names of the taxpayer occurs in O.Leid. 299 (name list), but their banality is such
that no identification is warranted.
7 -8. The faint traces of the last two lines are obscure to us; it is not even possible to be certain if the sherd is
broken at the bottom.

BL inv. 25542
(93-5-14-710)
Plate 44

38p. RECEIPT FOR BATH TAX

8.5 x 8.5 em. I July 125
Thebes

IIe~execrltox(pa~Tl~) Kat !!(E'WXOt)~e[A(iiivat) 8ncr(aupoii) tep(iiiv)]
IIava(!!et) IIa!!cl>v9(ou) 'Epleii[to~ xa(ipelv)' ecrx(o!!ev) ltapa coii]
lm(ep) ~aA(av£UttKOii) toii 9 (etou~) 'AOptav[oii toii xupiou]

4 IIuii[vl] 1; .
1;3.t-sp .9 ibd 2? smw .

"Petechespochrates and partners, tax-farmers [of the granary of the temples], to Panameus son of Pamonthes,
grandson of Herieus, [greetings. We have received from you] for bath tax of the 9th year of Hadrian the lord,
Pauni (?) 7." (Demotic) ''Year 9, Pauni (?) ... "

I. Cf. the preceding ostrakon for the collector.
2. The taxpayer does not appear to be elsewhere attested.
5. We thank Brian Muhs for the reading of the Demotic.



BL inv. 25919
(93-5-14-1048)
Plate 44
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38q. RECEIPT FOR BATH TAX

13.1 x II em.

261

1 March 144
Thebes

<l>iA.OlVmtl!(ewxol) ~eA.&(vat) 8r]O"(allpoil) iep&v
Ilt1c&~v(eonep<p) 'Apxio(ll) EO"X(Ol!ev)~Ol3aA.(avell~t1cov) wil I; (E~Oll~)
'Avrorveivou Kcdonoo; wil xupiou

4 <l>al!evroe e.
"Philon and partners, tax-fanners of the granary ofthe temples, to Pikos the younger, son of Archias. We have
received the bath tax of the 7"' year of Antoninus Caesar the lord, Phamenoth 5."

1. For the collector see WO 882.
2. For the taxpayer see WO 605,612,613,637; o.soa. 1280.
4. The month name is written very rapidly.

BL inv. 26466
(90-5-30-131)
Plate 45

38r. RECEIPT FOR TAX ON WEAVERS

8.5 x 9.7 em. 24 July 144
Thebes

'Ivap&~ Ila~wwll Katl!(e~oxol) ~eA.(ii\val) yep15(icov)
Ilav(l"lO"wLIlam'1I!to~ xa(ipelv)' Eoxo(l!ev)
ltaf?CxO"o(il)~eA.o(~)aple(I!~O"eco~) 'Eltd<p MEO"op~.

4 (EWll~)'; 'Avtrovivou KaiO"apo~ ~oil xupiou
'Eltd'll A.. 'Hp( ) O"e011(l!elCO~!ctl).

"Inaros son ofPatotes and partners, tax-fanners of weavers, to Pansisois son of Pasemis, greetings. We have
received from you the tax for the account of Epeiph and Mesore. Year 7 of Antoninus Caesar the lord, Epeiph
30. I, Her( ), have signed."

The surface, reconstructed after salt damage, is in very bad condition now.

'Ivap&~ Kat l!(ewxOl) ~eA.(&val) yep15(icov)
~?~O"~IlollWplO(~) ltp( EO"~ll~epoll)

1. For the collector, see O'Bodl. 1022, WO 1063-1064 (patronymic in 1064).
2. The taxpayer is found in O.Bodl. 1020 and 1022.
3. The appearance of apI9(1.111aeco<;) in a collector receipt of this period is unusual, although there is an
instance in WO 1578 (133), a receipt issued by a praktor. On apie)1T1Cfl<; see BGUXV 2554.3n.
5. There is usually no signature on receipts of this type, and we do not know why one appears here.

BL inv. 25453
(93-5-14-621)
Plate 45

38s. RECEIPT FOR TAX ON WEAVERS

7.4 x 8.1 em. II May 153
Thebes
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'Epteroc; eX0J-l(EV)U1t(ep) ~eA.(ouq)
4 <l>aJ-lEvoo9Kat <l>apJ-lo(u9t)

tC;(~~O'llS) 'AV~roVl~O'll
Kcdocpo; wu K'llpW'll

naxoov ~.

"Inaros and partners, tax-farmers of weavers, to Pousis son of Pouoris the elder, grandson of Herieus. We
have received for the tax ofPhamenoth and Pharmouthi for the 16th year of Antoninus Caesar the lord, Pachon

16. "

I. For the collector, see the preceding.
2. The start of this line is badly faded, and the reading is not certain. We have not found the taxpayer in
another text.

BL inv. 20275
(Greville Chester, 87-7-30-310)
Plate 45

38t. RECEIPT FOR BATH TAX

8.2 x 7 em. 26 March 174
Thebes

'AcrKAa.c;Kat J-l(e~oxot) E1tt~(l1Pl1tat) 8Tlcr(a'llpou) tEp(iilv)
'Apoovt v(Ero~epCfl) 0J-l(OlroC;)ecrX(OJ-lEV)[1tapa cou]
~O13aA.(aVE'lltlKOV) wu to (e~ouc;) AUPl1A.lO'll

4 'Avnovivou Kaicraeoc; ~ou xupiou
<l>aJ-l(Evoo9) A..

"Asklas and partners, overseers of the granary of the temples, to Harsonis the younger, son of the same. We
have received [from you] the bath tax of the 14th year of Aurelius Antoninus Caesar the lord, Phamenoth 30."

I. For the collector see o.soa: 732 n., 734, from A.D. 172 and 174.
2. The taxpayer's name is now faint and read with reservation. Itmay be a variant on 'ApcriivtC;,and it may
be found as a compounding element in the name 'Aocovreob; CApcrov9rooiic;)found in SB XVIII 13837 and
P.Oxy. LI 3646; cf. also 'Apcrmvcrtc;in P.Oxy. LX 4065. There are only faint traces of the end of the line where
we print the text inside brackets, although the surface exists.

BL inv. 25742
(93-5-14-871)
Plate 46

38u. RECEIPT FOR RENT

6.1 x 5.6 em. 8 July 175 or 207
Thebes

4

'E1tt<pto wu tE (ew'llC;) ovo(J-lawc;)
npEJ-l~cO-tl1C;"!lpO'll
U1t(ep\ 1tpoo(oJ-lamc;) Kat EVOtK(lO'll)
A.ESX(apaKoc;) opaX(J-lac;) Ev~a
(OlC0130A.OV)('YlVOV~at) (opaXJ-lat) 9 (Otw13.).

O"E<fl1(J-ldroJ-lat).
Iapa1t(irov)



BL inv, 20329
(Greville Chester, 87-7-30-361)
Plate 46

38v. RECEIPT FOR CROWN TAX

7.1 x 5.6 em. 30 April 189
Thebes

38. OSTRAKA IN THE BRITISH LffiRARY 263

"Epeiph 14 of the 15th year, in the name of Premtotes son of Horos, for advance payment and rent. . for
Charax, 9 dr. 2 ob., total, 9 dr. 20b. I, Sarapion, have signed."

2. The reading of the taxpayer's name is uncertain. We have not found a Premtotes son of Horos
elsewhere.
3. The readings of the taxes in I. 3 are doubtful, but they are supported by WO 1469 (A.D. 215), where we
find successive receipts for "poO( ) and EV01K(IOV),8 dr. 3 ob. and 4 dr. respectively. A date of 207 for our
ostrakon may be more likely given this parallel.
4. We cannot explain the apparent numeral 35 here. It cannot be a regnal year, but we do not know what
else to suggest. It is possible that the scribe tried to squeeze a second nu in EvEa between the epsilon and nu, but
the traces are too small to be certain.
5. We have not identified the signer elsewhere.

naxoo(v) E tOU 1d) (EtOU~)bvb(llato~)
~t0'6tw(~) V(£ffitEpOU)'Ovvro(<pplO~)1J1t(ep)
O't£<p(aVtKou)xpn(llato~) WU KI1(EWU~)N6(wu)

4 (l)paXlla~) E~(It£Vtro~OAOV),(yivovtat) (l)paXllat) ~ (It£Vtro~.).
'AIl(rovlO~) O'£O'l1(IlElOlllat).

"Pachon 5 of the 29th year, in the name ofSisois the younger, son of Onnophris, for crown tax of the 28'h year
for Notos, six dr. Sob., total, 6 dr. Sob. I, Amonios, have signed."

2. The taxpayer does not seem to be attested elsewhere. The first -v- of 'OvVro(<pplO~)is corrected from
omicron or a blot.
3. For the crown tax, see A.K. Bowman, BASP4 (1967) 59-74.
4. The signer could be the Amonios of o.Bodl. II I I, but there is no strong reason to identify them, and
the other Amonios writes more of his name in signing.

III. OTHER

BL inv. 25895
(93-5-14-1024)
Plate 46

38w. NAME AND TITLE

13.8 x 6.9 em. IIa.c.
Thebes?

The purpose of this tag is trnknown. The man does not appear in Pros.Ptol. or F. Uebel, Die Kleruehen
Agyptens unter den ersten seehs Ptolemiiern (Berlin 1968); a person of this name can be found in OiStras.
797, but there is no other basis to connect them. The primary discussion of the class of katoikic cavalrymen
remains that in P.Tebt. I p. 557; see also PDion. pp. 42-45, where they are defined as c1eruchs on active duty.

ntOA€lla'io~ TatlpOlVO~trov
KaWtKOlVi"ltEOlV.
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38x. RECEIPT FOR CHAFF
10.4 x 8.3 em. 29 September 157

ThebesBL inv. 20155
(Greville Chester, 87-7-30-197)
Plate 46

natcr£~eto(~) axupapto(~) IlTltPOltO"'EOO~
navall(El) MEVE<PProV(O~).EVE~",~en~
ei~ tnV EVKOlttfp EiA.Tl~{)1tEpyE-

4 v~ll(ato~) K(ihou~) YOllovOiIlUPOV,(yiVEta!) y(OllOU)~).
(ihou~) Ka 'Avtrovivou Kaicrapo~
tOU xupiou (m. 2?) cI>aro<pt~.

(m. 3?) 'Icriooopo~ crE<JTjIl(eioollat).

3 leg. E\A~v 4 leg. ~i~OlPOV

"Patsebthios, chaff-collector for the metropolis, to Panameus son of Me nephron. You have delivered to the ala
in Koptos for the crop of the 20'h year two-thirds of a gomos, total, 2/3 gom. Year 21 of Antoninus Caesar the
lord, Phaophi 2. I, Isidoros, have signed."

\. The collector is probably attested also in O'Deiss. 19 (170), where he identifies himself as an
aXUpOltpaKtrop.
2. For the taxpayer, Panameus son of Menephron, cf. O'Bodl. 1869.15, a name list dated by ed. to ca. 120.
3. An ala in Koptos under Antoninus is attested in other chaff receipts from 142 and 144: OBadl. 1654
and 1655.
6. The date seems to be in a faster hand than the body of the text; it is not clear if the signature is still in the
hand of the date or in yet a third hand.
7. The signer does not seem to be otherwise attested.

BL inv. 25784
(93-5-14-913)
Plate 46

38y. DEKANIA LIST
8.1 x 9.2 em. IIA.D.

Thebes

nEtEIlEvro<Pt~nacr~llto(~) nEtEXro(vcrto~)
l' cI>eoullrove(Tl~)nail tvm

Ilcvoueix; naxvou~to(~)
4 na<riillt~ ilto~

natrotT]~ rtE~€Xrovto(~) "Qpou.

2. The symbol'!' stands for oEKav6~.
5. The first two names are doubtfully read.


