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Census Declarations from Tebtunis

This article arises out of research connected with The Demography
of Roman Egypt, a study I am engaged in collaboratively with Bruce
W. Frier. A major part of my contribution is to be an up-to-date,
comprehensive list of census declarations from Roman Egypt, with
information about the declarants and persons declared. It became
clear first that a fair number of texts needed correction (1), and that
a certain number of those in the standard lists (2)were only described
01' listed, not published. In order to have maximum information
about persons, family structure, and ages, I have sought complete
texts of these as far as possible For the sake of the verifiability of our
data by other scholars, it is desirable that these texts be fully published
rather than left in the peculiar limbo created by use of the data
without publication of the underlying evidence. This article is thus
the first of several devoted to publishing such declarations, often
long known but never fully published. It presents the texts of seven
papyri from the excavations at Tebtunis, described in P.Tebt. II,
which are published here courtesy of the Bancroft Library, University
of California, Berkeley, where they are kept (3). Since a general dis-
cussion of cen.sus declarations will appear along with the compre-
hensive list in the book on demography, commentary here is limited
to particular features of the individual texts (4).

(1) I am revising all of thorn on the original or a photograph. See «BASP»
27 (l990) 1-14 and 28 (1991) 13-32, ]21-33 for the first three installmerrts of
notes resulting from the investigation.

(2) The last comprehensive one was by G. NACHTEUGAEL, P.Brux. I,
pp. 51·58.

(3) For permission to publish them, I am indebted to Mr. Anthony Bliss
of the Bancroft Library. I am grateful to him also for having some remounting
done before photography in order to make text obscured by labela visible
age.in and for his assistance during my visit to Berkeley in September, 19DO.

(4) I am indebted to Klaas Worp for a. number of helpful suggestions.
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The Roman material published 01' described in P.Tebt. II came
from excavation of houses in the village of Tebtunis. It is therefore
natural to wonder if these seven texts are copies returned to the de-
clarants. Certainly P.Tebt. 322, published in full, has the charac-
teristics of a category of texts described by Hombert and Preaux,
with officialnotations of the xMez"'plcr6'l '<"0 Setvoc form, in this case
successively the strategos, the basilikos grammateus, and the gram-
mateis of the city; it also has a signature (presumably of an official)
at the top. They presented two possible explanations: 1. these du-
plicates circulated through official offices and wound up in one os
them on file; 2. these were duplicates returned to the declarant af
receipts (5). In the case of P.Tebt. 322, the declarant is a registrant
of the metropolis, he declares no property in Tebtunis, and no official
in Tebtunis is among the addresses. The simplest explanation here
certainly is that we have a receipted copy returned to the declarant,
who had a house in Tebtunis but was not legally registered there (6).
As it happens, this hypothesis is supported by other evidence. The
declarant was a grandson of the Lourios alias Apollonios who was
repo.; '<"0 ypocrpelcp of Tebtunis and Kerkesouchon Oros for most of
the first half of the second century, and thus certainly a resident of
this area even if registered in the metropolis. The declarant himself,
Achilleus, was nomographos in 173 (PSI X 1105) (7). It is virtually
certain then that he had a residence in Tebtunis. P.Tebt. 321, on the
other hand, is headed [&v]'<"lypOCrpDV &reDYpocrp'~';, and is thus pre-
sumably a private copy made by way of extract (8). These two de-
clarations thus seem to belong to different categories.

The seven papyri published here also cannot easily be assigned to
any single category. Nos. 2-3 are attached to each other, presumably
as part of a '<"O!J.D'; crUYXDAA ·~cr'!J.D'; (9). Neither has a signature (in

BASTlANINl.WHITEBORNE = G. BASTIANINI and J. E. G. WUITEHORNE, Stra,tegi
and Royal Scribes of Roman Egypt (Pap.Ffor. 15, Florence 1987). HOMBERT-
PREAUX = M. HOl\IBERT and C. PREAUX, Recherches 8ur le recensement dame
l'Egypt.e romaine (Pap.Lugd.Bat. 5, Leiden 1952).

(5) HO.,llERT-PREAUX, 84-93, 130-3l.
(6) He is declaring property in the metropolis. occupied by tenants, and

states explicitly that he himself was registered in another declaration.
(7) For the family see E. M. HUBSELMAN,(,TAPA. 88 (1957) 152-54.
(8) See HOMBERT·PREAUX, 144·46, on these copies.
(9) As noted by HOMBERT-PREAUX, 90.
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the case of no. 3, the foot is well preserved), but each has a date in a
second hand. The first hand differs between them, but the second
appears to be the same. 'I'his situation is normal. Such declarations
from Fayum villages are typically duplicates ('doubles' in Hombert
and Preaux's terminology), with no signature, addressed to multiple
recipients and preserved in administrative files (1.0).Since the right
half of no. 3 is lost, it is uncertain if it included the basilikos gmm-
mateus in its address, but otherwise these two conform to the model
expected for copies in the tomoi of officials. No. 3 certainly concerns
a farmer of 'I'alei registering land there, and no. 2 may also.

A more complicated problem is posed by nos. 4 and 5, wh.ichone
might be tempted to guess to have been originally part of the same
roll. They are just four days apart, addressed to the same strategos,
and of about the same height. But no. 5 is headed with remains of a
&v'r,yp<Xq,ov formula, which no. 4 lacks. It thus seems likely that r-o .• 5
is a private copy. It is possible that no. 4 also is such, but there is
no direct evidence for that, and it could have been submitted to the
strategos and remained in his archives (ll). In no. 4, the location of
most of the property is lost, but one parcel is in the village of Arsinoe.
In no. 5, the registrants are an Antinoite and a metropolitan, but the
property is in Tebtunis.

No.7 is also a private copy, since it also is described as an &"J't'L-
yp<x<!>ov. The foot of the document is not preserved, but we have no
reason to doubt that the same hand was used throughout. The de-
clarant is a resident of the metropolis, and it is addressed to the
strategos, the basilikos grammateus, and the laographos of her am-
phodon. It is very possible that she actually lived in Tebtun.is; if this
were a copy directed to an official in that village because the property
lay there, it would not have the civ'rlyp<Xq,ov formula. But it may
equally well have concerned property located in Tebtunis, as in no. 5.

About the other two it is hard to be certain. No. I., addressed to
the strategos, basilikos grammateus, and komogrammateus of Sa-
marcia, is poorly preserved, with the foot missing. It concerns property
in Samareia owned by a kaioikoe (thus a metropolitan registrant). No.6,
addressed onJy to the strategos, preserves a date in the same hand as

(10) HOMBEItT-PREAUX, 90.
(11) The scribblinga at the foot, upside down to the main text, seem to

have no connection to the census process.



64 ROGER S. BAGNALL

the body, but no signature and no official subscriptions. It seems most
likely to have been a copy submitted to the strategos and retained
in his archives, but a duplicate retained by the declarant cannot be
excluded. It concerns property in Tebtunis and is submitted by a
registrant of that village.

It seems probable, then, that some of the declarations found in
Tebtunis were copies - either receipted originals or subsequent copies
- held by their declarants and found there because these declarants
actually lived in the village (P.Tebt. 321, 322; nos. 1, 5, 7).Nos. 2
and 3, however, cannot be explained except as part of official archives,
and nos. 4 and 6 may well have belonged to such as well.

I.

P.TEBT. II 566 descr.

Srunareia, 133p

Only the beginning of this declaration is preserved. Ptolemaios, a
kaloikos registered in the metropolis of the Arsinoite Nome, declares
property in Samareia belonging to him and to the children of his
two daughters. Only the very beginning of the list of persons re-
gistered there is preserved, but it is sufficient to indicate that Ptole-
maios declared no one in these properties. The formula is normal.

10,8X 10,5 cm. Broken at left and below. With the fibers. The
back is blank. Samareia, Arsinoite, 133'. See" Archiv » 6 (1920) 144,
222, where lines 1-4 are given.

['Avap]OfL"'XW' cr'<F(0l,<"/)y0) XOl; IT[,<oA<fLoci", ~occr']A(,x0)
y[poc(fLfLoc'«l)] ITOAEfLWVO<; fL<pla[o<;]

[xed X]WfLOYF(ocfLfLOC'r<l) LocfLocF[ei]oc<;
4 ["ocpa] IT ,<oA<fLOliou ... [.].. TOU 'A':'OAAWvi.a( ou)

[X"'T]O~XO<; ,<wv I:v 'AFcr,(vol'<n) &[v]apwv 'EAA~VWV
[&vOl]YPOC(cI>ofLE"ou) 1:,,' &fL'P,!ao(u) Avxi ccv- u""'PX(<<) I:fLoi n
[XOl;] Tol<; ,<wv OUyOlTEpWV 'E),EV"/)<; x~; 0epfLouO(Olplou)
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8 [~E]"~O'[<;] ""6',, ":l;[oua], S,,,,,,,, 7t[<]e[l] l;<[w]!'-C'l<;)
[L"]!,-,,p.l,,<; ~.~<; IIoAE!'-wvo<; !,-<plSo<; o,,,(C")
[xcd ] "UA(-I)) ",l <jJ'A(O<;)~6,:,Co<;),,<Xl7t<p.<[ ... [. .. """l &.7tO-
[ypocC'Po!,-",) d<; ~li)v ~ou S["A'l]~Cu66~0<;) ,<; C.~ou<;) 'ASp'''''ou

KcdcrlXpo~

12 [~ou xuplou xcc-r" olxiccv &']7toYP"C'P>1v)[Ev 01<; o]uS"<;
[&.7toy poc'P'''''''

5 xccrcl xcu

To Andromachos, strategos, and Ptolemaios, basilikos qrasnnuueus,
of the Polemon Division, and to the komoqrarnmaieus of Samareio, fl'Om
Piolemaios son of NN, grandson of Apollonides, settler, one of the Greek
men in the Arsinoite, registered in the ampbodo» of the Lycians. There
belong to me and to the children of my d""ghters Helene "nil Thermouih-
arion, in proportion to the rights they have, in the vill"ge of Samareia of
the Polemon Division, a house "nd co"rtyard and »acam: lot and ...
which I also register for the house-lnj-house Cen8118of the past 16th year
of H adri"n Caesar the Lord, in which no one is registered ...

1. FOI Andromuchoa, who is attested in office probably from the end of 12.6
or the start of 127 until probably sometime in 133, eee BASTIANINI-WHI'T'E-
RORNE 45. This declaration, which probably elates from the spring or
early summer of 133, is likely to be the last document mentioning him
published so far. Pbolemaioa is attested from 131 to 133'), cf. BASTTANINI·
\VHI'£EHORNE130. Their statement that his name is in lacuna may be
amended to the extent that the first letter is partially preserved.

3. On Samareia, see most recently S. DARIS, « Aegyptus l) 64- (1984) 114·15.

4-5. I have not been able to identify Ptoleme ioa elsewhere. On the- katoikoi,
see most recently D. CANDUCCI, e Aegyptuse 70 (1990) 211-55, esp. 214,
222, 225, and 231, where this text is cited.

10. Worp suggests T;"EP:~"[-t'Epe]~(vC(), but the fifth letter looks to me like
an epsilon, end of the (apparently abbreviated) ending I am most unsure.
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2·3.

P.TEBT. II 481 descr. columns I and II

rra,le~.16lP

Most of the right-hand column of this papyrus is preserved, al-
though with serious damage in the lower part and some loss at right
throughout. It is a declaration of property at Talei dated 25April 16l.
Only the ends of the opening lines of column i are preserved, but
they are sufficient to indicate that it was probably a declaration of
property in the same village from the same census, dated four days
later. The formula is normal.

Apart from the demographic data, the principal interest of these
declarations lies in the persons to whom they were addressed. Column
II is clearly addressed to Heron, but his title is lost in the lacuna at
upper right. BASTIANINI-WmTEHoRN'E131 enter him with a query
as basilikos grammateus, saying « Although perhaps improbable, it is
not to be completely excluded that H. may be a strategue ». Al-
though there is some difficulty in reading the name of the basilikos
grammateus at the end of line 1 of column I, it is manifestly not
Heron, and since the declarations are from the same meris and four
days apart, it is unlikely that Heron can be the basilikos grammateus.
Now the list does in faet have room at this point for a strategos,
sinee Eudoros is not attested after the very beginning of 160, nor
Harpokration before 25 July 161(BASTIANINI-WmTEHoRNE49). There
is thus about an eighteen-month space for Heron's term. Since the
150s already show four strategoi and two acting strategoi in this
division, such a term is not unreasonably short. The evidence certainly
falls short of proof, but until better documentation is available it
seems reasonable to consider Heron a strategos. The name of the
basilikos grammateus is probably to be read as [Dio]skorid(es). There
is a yawning gap between 155 and 175 to accommodate his term.

7,9X19,6om, Broken at left, where most of column I is lost, and
at right, where a few letters are lost. Column II is almost entirely
lost in a horizontal band across the middle (below line 16), and a
large block is missing from the lower right side. Top and bottom
are complete. With the fibers. On the back are four lines of an ap-
parently unrelated text across the fibers.
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["Hpo'" O"-rp(M'fjY<I» 'Ap(c,,"olnu) ElEiL(lO"-rou) xocl IIoA(€iLWVO<;)
!LEp("30<;) xccl ~co]O"xopl3C:~) ~OCO"CA(CX<l»

[ypoc(iLiLOC-rEl) "ocpiX "Hcecvcc --11-- 3'fjiL(00"lou) Y]EWPYOU
[&"6 XWiL'fj<; TocAd' xoc-riX -riX XEAEU0"6E]V-rOC&"oyp&(epOiLOCC)

4 [£J.J.ixu-rov -re xed 't'ou~ EJ.L0U~ d<;] "C'"hv 'TOU

[3tEA'fjA(U06-ro<;) xY (I'-rou<;) "Av-rccvi vou KoclO"ocpo<; -r]ou xupi cu

[xc-r" cl xiccv OC7toypoc<:p"hv Ev -r<{) l,7tOCp]xov't'l. !J.0~

[ev -r'ij ocu-r'ij XWiLn . iLEP<t··,,···· ]:1,0<;.....
8 [- - 18 - - xed diLc] "Hpwv 0 "po-

[YEypoc(iLiLEVO<;) YEW(Py6<;) (hOiv) , .OUA'I) 3OCX-rUA(p iLc]XP<l> :x,cp6<;
[- - 26 - -] 1:''fj(-rp6<;) ElEPiLouOa
(About 18 lines lost)

29 [(2 H.) (I'nu<;) x3 "Av'r covivou KoclO"ocpo<; -rOU xuplo]~ IIoc)'.(wv) ~.

Column IT

"HPWVL vacat [- - 16 --]
"ocp~ :EocvavEw[<; - - 14 - - 'l"ou]
IIoc-ruv","<; iL'fj[-r]p6[<; - -15 - - TOU]

4 :EOCVO"VEW<;3'fjiL0O"lou ¥E[ wPyou]
linD x.0!J.'Ylt; TOCAd: xG<'t'O: 't'0: ~[ltA~UaeE'I-]
-roc &"oYP&(cpoiLocc) d<; -r'l)v TOU 3tEA'fjA(U06-ro<;) xY (I'TOU<;)

,A[v-rwvlvou]
~OClO'lXPO<; 't'o~ xupi cu xe-r ol.xloc[v d-]

8 "oypoc(cp't,v) EV -r<l> tm&p:x,ov-rl iLOL E[v -r'ij ocu-r'ij]
xWiLn Y' ~EPL otxloc<; "oc-rpcx'~[<; xcr-]
vwvcX'~<; "p6<; -rOD<; [&]3EAcpO[U<;' xocl]
diLL :EocvO"veu<; b "p[o]yEypoc(iLiLEvO,) (E-rOiv) A[. OUA-I)]

12 3OCXTUA<piLcXP<l> Xcp6<; &pLO"T[epa<;,]
XlXL -r ov O!J.07tOC-rptOv IJ.OU x[cd olJ.o!J.-Ij-]
TpLOV &3EAcp6V 'A"OAAWV,[OV (hOiv) A.]
&O"'fjiLO,' :Ew:x,w-r'fj<; &AAO<; [&3eAq>6<;]



Tav. 2.3 - P.Tebt. II 481
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16 iL'1I"po, '<'ii, IXU'<~<;(o'<wv) Ay &"["IiL0<;"1

traces

[ .... ] .. [
iL"I'<P[o], ... [ .. yuvIX1xIX 'A7tonw-]

20 v icu [(hwv)] A~ &""I[iLo,· xIXl ox &iL'f'0,<(i:pwv)]
Ouy(oc,<opIX)TIXiLo,,[OIXV(o'<W'l) - - &""IiLo,· xIXl ,<~v]
'<ou Lw)( "''<OU [yuvIX1xoc - - -]
'A,<pdou, ,<o[u - - - iL"I'<po, LIX-]

24 PIX7tOU'<O,(o'<W'l) [- &""IiLo,· xed ex du-]
'f'o,«opW'l) OUy(IX'<epIX,) .[- - - U'<wv) - - OUA(~) --]
iLe"1I xIXl LIXPIX7tOU, (e'<wv) y &[""IiL0<; - - -]
tm&:px.E~ traces [- - - oLxloc]

28 xIXl ocu),~ 0'1 01[,.].. IX"o.[
vaoat 2 em.

(2 H.) (',<ou<;) xS 'Av,<wAvo~ KIXl"IXpO, ['<au xuplou]
<!>ocPtL0uOt 'A"

(Column II) To Beron - - - from Samsneus son of NN, grandson of
Patunis, his mother being NN da"ghter of Saneneus, p"blic farmer from
the village of 'I'alei, In accordance with the orders, I register for the
house-bu-houee cena'" of the past 23rd year of A ntonin", Caesar the
Lord in the 3rd share of a paternal house, owned in common with my
brothers, in the same village. And I am Samsneus the forementioned,
3[.], with a 800r on the 8mallfinger of my left hand; and my brother from
the same father and mother, Apollonios, [3?], scarless; Sochoies another
brother by the same mother, 33, scarlees; ... the wife of Apolloni08, 32,
scarless; and Tamystha, daughter from both parents, - -, scarlees; and the
wife of Sochotes, NN da"ghter of Batres, granddaughter of NN, her
mother being Sarapous - -, scarless; and the daughter from both parents
... with a scar on her middle?, and Sarapous 3, scarless. And there
belong ... a house and courtyard in which ... Year 24 of Antonin",
Caesar the Lord, Phormouihi. 30.
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1.1. To rend Dioskorides one must assume that the scr-ibe made a aigma falling
forward, then a. ligature into the kappa. But tho only other plausible
letter seems to be alpha, and no names result. Tho mark of abbreviation.
which is peaked, would serve equally well for lambda 01' mu, but those
also load to no plausible names.

n.IO. Thermouthas is perhaps his wife's mother. but it may also be his wifo's
name if his son was listed at this point.

I.ll. The date is 29 April 161.

II.]. Probably one should restore 0''tp(IX'''''1JY0) 'Ap(O'~'Jo(""ou) 0e:p.([o't'ou) XIXt
11oA(i[J. W'J 0';) [J.e:p«(So.;), which is about right fOI' the lacuna, and SUppORO
that the basilikos grammateue was not included in the sddreaa. Declara-
tions WOt'O variously addressed to one or both.

11.17.]8. The most obvious guess is that. these lines contained the listing of
Sansnena' own wife, but a child of his wou.ld be possible also.

II.19. !Lrrrp[o]<; :['7j]~[O:U11l';] may be possible, but one would in that case
expect s-ome indication that the wife wee the sister of her husband.

11.20. The nurueeals are smudged.

II.28. I expect something like EV01.; (.oSd.; xcx't'CY.Yhe:-:O'~, but I have not been
able to arrive at a reading which fits tho traces.

IJ.30. The date is 25 April 161. The hand appears to be tho acme as the second
hand in column I, although only a few letters of the latter survive for
comparison.

4.
P.TEBT. II 504 desor.

Areinove. 189p

The part of the text in which the persons were declared is mostly
lost, and the surviving part at the bottom lists property in which
no one lives. The declarants are a brother and sister married couple.
They seem to declare themselves, two sons, and at least five other
persons whose relationship to them cannot be determined. The for-
mula is normal.

•
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Tav. 4 - P.Tebt. II 405
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16,8 X 23,4 em. Complete at left and below, as well as at the top to
a width of 6 em, and at right for the bottom 6,6 em. The remains of
four vertical folds, from left to right, are clearly visible; damage oo-
curred along all of them. Th.eright-hand three folds, with more than
sixty percent of the text, are lost until line 25. At the bottom are
two lines written in a different hand and with the sheet inverted,
apparently unrelated to the declaration. The back is blank.

"Hpccvi "1"poc(1"'1y0) ,Ap",(vat1"au) [0EfL(l"1"au) xocl IIaA«w"va<;)
fLEptS(a<;)]

7tOCPit.'HA(WS 6>p[ou - - - 1"au - - - fL'11"po<;]
TOCE... <w<; &7t0 X[6>fL'1<;- - - 36 - --]

4 xed 't'ij~ 't'ou~[ou yuva~xo~ oUQ''il~OCU't'OUo!J.07tC(,t'{plou) xed
ofLafL'11"(ptou)]

[&]S"A<p'~<; 'Ap'1)[1"lvoc<;- - 24 - -' (m&px" 1;fLlv]
7ta1"p,xa fL<p['1 - - 40 - -]
x]«]! I:v IiAA'1' 1"[67t'1' - - 38 - -]

8 [7tE]pl ,ov &7t.[y]p[oco/ - - - 40 --]
[1"0] I:m~&Awv [--40--]
1"~ 'Ap'11"tvq: [- - 40 - -]
[S(]EA'1Au861"[a<; x'1 (~nus) Ailp'1Atau KafLfL6Sau "Aveccvivou]

12 ~~~~ocpo~ 't'ou xjupl cu xoc-r' cbdev cX.7toypo:cP~\I·y.ocl d!J.~ 'HA~6-]
[S]wpa<; /; 7t[pax.tfL,,"a<; (l:1"wv) .. - - 23 - - xoct]
[1"l~v n{,1"a[ u yuvoclxoc 'Ap'11"lvocv (l:1"wv) .. - 10 - xoct I:~

&fL<Pa1"(<pwv)]
[uta]u<; ,Ap'11"tw~[oc (l:1"wv) - - - xocl - - - (hwv) - --]

16 1:7t' &fL<p6S(au) T e. [- - 40 - -]
. [.]. 'AP1"E{1"}fL'S,[- - 40 - -]
[ .. ]1"WV7tEpl [--40--]
[.]a XOC'l"oc.[--40--]

20 [(hwv)] x xed Lapoc[- - 40 --]
[.]EV1"OC1"W s , [--40--]
[.].AOCT[.]<;.[--37-- Locp-]
[a]mocSoc (hwv) AS.[- - 31- -]. .[-7-1
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24 [. ],xl-'I-'"'v'" «~w,) [- - 30 - -J.. 'lv[- 7-J
01-'0''''<; Ev ~[1i ",u~1i,,0,1-']71 1-''l~PL''o. -rpl-rcv I-'<po<;
otxlocC; "XOCLocHlp[lou X]OCL OCUA·~<; x[oc"t] E:V IlA/\tp 't'o~CP 't'€'t'C(p't'o(v)

~€POc; [o]bdocc; [xoc]i. octOplou XOCl. a~A~C; Y-OCLcv oc~~tp 't'07ttp
28 R' I , I [] , ' ... ~ \' ,'..... ' ,'... "t:' p.epoc aLY-LOC':; XOCL aUII'fj':; Y-~L e v lXlllltp -ro~tp ?1I1)'J OLY-LOCV

XOCI. ocuA'hv XOCl. E[ v] 'ApCHVOn -rpl-to v [.LE:pOC; atxl.occ; XOCI. xcc-. . '.
[.LOCPOCC;XO':L EV [&A]/\cp -ro7ta -epl-rov tLe:pa.:; otx~~c; xed E'i IlAA(cp)
~67t('Jl) y' I-'<po<; otx,,,,<; ""'L XP'l"qpl",v. 'HALo,8",po<; [[1;",8<-]]

32 [[a",x",]] ""'L 'Ap'l~L",'r~ <",8<8",x",. (E~OU<;) ,,6 M<crop'ij

E7tC(yo~evo'i OC-.

1. For Heron, see BASTIANlNl-WHlTEHOR1'<"'"E 52; all of his attestations with
dates come from Auguab, 189.

3. The mother's name has been corrected and protrudes slightly into the
margin. I have not been able to find an acceptable name to ta ke account
of aU the strokes.

29. Areinoe is the village of that ru me (in Themistos) according to the descrip-
tion in P.Tebt. II. The absence of the word xW!J.1jis not significant.

31-32. Heliodotos first signed alone. then crossed out i1t'l8~8())Y.IX,added his
wife's name (but as Arebiane rather than Aret ina: 'ApTj't[C(~')C( is probably
the intended form), bhen wrote the singular verb again.

32. The date is 24 August 189.

5.
P.TEBT. II 518 descr.

See the preceding papyrus for a possible connection between this
one and that. This is, however, explicitly labelled as a copy as the
other is not; on the other hand, P.Tebt. 504is also writteu uniformly
in the same hand throughout. Damage at left and upper right impedes
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understanding of this text, which is of property belonging to two
men who are registered and live elsewhere, one in Antinoopolis, the
other in the amphodon Tameion in the metropolis of the Arsinoite.
No one is registered as living in these properties.

Neither of the persons involved is known elsewhere, but the names
and statuses are reminiscent of the archive of P.Fam.Tebt. One person
is named Heredes, and the other is the son of Herodes, a name found
in that archive. Tyrannos, the alias of the second persons, is not
found in the archive, but 'Iyrannis is. And the combination of Anti-
noopolite and Arsinoite katoikos points to the same sort of circle. All
the same, no direct connection can be found at present.

16,1 X 24,5 cm. Complete at top, bottom, and for the most part
at right. At left a strip is missing, representing the first of probably
four original folds. A separated fragment at upper right has been
placed in the course of editing but is shown on the photograph de-
tached. With the fibers. On the back, five lines of (1) an account,
broken at right.

[civ"t"[Ypo:('f'0V)] xo:"t"' oi[x(lo:v) ci7t0Y]po:(q,'ij<;)
["'H po,", ,,]"t"p( o:"t""'Iyeji)0<!Jol,,"t"( co) y.o:i ll[oA( E!JoWVO<;)!Joepla( 0<;)]
[no:poc 'H]fwaou nil y.o:l A,~<pci[A,O~ ..... dvc-]

4 [YPO:('f'OfLEvOU) EV 'A]V"t"LV6ou n6AeL xccl Tp[LO:fLocAAOU] nil xo:l
[Tupocv]vou -r of 'Hfwaou Y.o::-[o[xou] civO:YPO:('f'0!JoEVOU)
[E7t' &!Jo'f'0a]ov Tep.cl ccv "'"t"o!Jo[e"t"po"0:y'y'o]'l'6pou'
[(",cipx.eL] T,!Jo"v E'I XWlJofl T<7t["t"LlVE'] (~lJoL"\!) !JoEp[o<;]

8 [ob<.twv xed] e:6pLOV xed lXUAWV, xed ~[~E]8poc xocL ..
[ x]o:l 7tpWnUA6JV xo:l 6'1"'1A[6J]~ EX rcco-
[7tUA&iVO<; (1) y.]~l <lnA6v "t"6TtwV 7tepL["t"e"t"eL]x.'''!JoI(vO'l)
[xed o:u]Ao:l "uv<x<1<; ciAA1jAO:L~ [ ... ] ... xO:!Jo-

12 [IXp- - xed] I-LEpOr; otXtWV 3uo ~IXt OCt6pe:LOU xed IXO-

[A'ij<; xo:i E]i;Eapo:~ xo:l xO:lJoo:p&iv 6fLOlw~ o uv-
[ex.&iv ciAA]1jALt'<;, xd E'I i:"t"EP'1'"'f'po:yel(a,) o/eLA6J(V) -r crt cov
[xed ... ]~ E7tO:UA( ) xWlJo0YPO:(lJolJoo:"t"--) AeyolJo(ev- -) o/eLA6v -ro-
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16 [7tOVxed ot],,67te(S-) xed I-',pou<; &vo,,,oSOI-'~-
[-rou ... ] &.7tEP &7toYP"''P6I-'eO", et<; -r-0V -rou
[S'EA1jA]u06-r( 0<;) ,,~ (<-rou<;) Aup[ 1j]Alou KOl-'1-'6Sou
[' A'J't'w'J]~I.'Jou Ko:laocpo~ 't'ov xupl cu XiX't" otxloc'J

20 [&7toyp",]'P'~v' a,6 ,,,,SlSw!:',. 'Hpo,a1j<; 6 "",l A,~(ep"'A'<;)
['",S'S]w"(,,,). Tp''''I-'",no<; " "d Tup"'vvo<; ouv-

[E"'S'S(W""'). ]
[(e-rou<;) ,,0]" Mecrop'~ ,m"yol-"vWv e'.

8 aHlp1cul) 10 -r dsecv (? accusative for nominative or read ~tAWV?)

Copy of a house-lnr-house declaration. To Heron, strategos of the
Themisio« and Polemon Dvoision, from H erodes alias Liberalis, 80n of
NN, registered in Antinoopolis, and Triamall08 alias Tyrannos 80n of
Heredes, kaioikos registered in the amphodon of 'I'ameion; sitomeiro-
sakkophoros. There belong to U8 in the village of Tebtunis a half share
of houses and light-wells and courtyards, and an exedra .. , and propylon
and donkeY-8hed (?) from the propylon (?) and va,cant lot with a wall
around it, aaul courtyard8 joined together ... and a share of two houses
and light-well and courtyard and exedra and chambers similarly joined
together, and in another parcel a vacant lot {md in an epaulis called
« of the komogrammat-- » a vacant lot and house-loiis) and unbuilt share
... which we register for the house-by-house census of the post. 28th year
of Aureliu« Oommodus Antoninus Caesar the Lord; wherefore I submit
this declaration. I, Herodes alias Liberalis, have submitted it. I, 'I'riamol-
los alias Tyrannos, have co-submitted it. Year 29, JJlesore epaqomenai 5.

4. The name 'I'riemallos is not elsewhere attested, as far as I can see. One
might expect instead TpL!J,IXAAO', which is the correct reeding in P.Petaus
10] .62 instead of 1'O~[J.iXA.AO'(kindly confirmed for me on tho original by
Dieter Hagedorn, who comments, « Es haudelt eieh urn ein Rho des runden
'I'ype, deeeen kleinea Eopfchen an del' Unterseite etwas beschadigt ist, so
daB man boi fhichtiger Betr<tchtung glaubt. ein groBes Omikron zu sehen f»).
In P.Col. V 1 verso Ib.l.14, the name occurs egain: 'Aprco}..po:( ) 0 xed Tp~!.t-
t;tp.o( ). The reading in line 21 here, however, is clear. I tal<8 Tri(8.)mallos
to mean {.triple-fleeced ». The word 3L!J.iXAAOiO,« double-fleeced », occurs in
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P.Mert. I 41.10 and in the Glossaries (800 LSJ): [J.OVO!J.CXAAOt;occurs in
P.Oxy. I 109,2 and also in the Gloaseciee. Similar names are known:
Chryaomalloa, for example, is well attested at Rome (see H. SOLIN, Die
grie.chiBchen Personennamen in Rom. Ein Ncmenbuclv (Berlin and New
York 1982) 1174, with nine examples).

5. For katoikoi see i< Aegyptua » 70 (lOgO) 211-55.

6. We ehould, of course, have Err' &lJ.tjlo8ou, but the riu is clear, and it is herd
to see what else can precede the amphodon name in this place. There is
only barely room for the restoration al"t'o!J,[~'t'poao:xxl.]q>6pou, which is a.
letter (or even two) longer than one would W{S,and 'which would seem
to be a rather lowly occupation for So katoikos; but I cannot see any al-
ternative. See ( Aegyptus a 70 (1990) 240·41, where D. CANDUCCJ com-
ments that only four other documents give occupations for katoikoi: linen-
weaver, wineseller , laborer, and weaver. The grain-porter here is thus at
least not without some precedent.

8. Phonetic spelling combines with lacunas to make the exact description of
these men's property unclear. I take it that e8p£olJ and O:UAWV are genitive
plurele, as one would expect here. On the other hand, e';ESpo: is certainly
nominative, unless an error has been made, so it may refer to a wholly-
owned property.

9. For the 7t"p07t"UAWIJ, see G. HUSSON, OII{IA (Paris 1983) 237-38: its exact
sense is unknown, but she speculates that it « pourrait etre une construction
formant saillie par rapport a 10. fecede de le, maison et faits POUl' diesimuler
I'entree proprement elite ». 'VIlS it perhaps an entrance court? What follows
looks like OVTJ. [ .. [v, but I know of no suitable attested word, and the
apparent phrase ex "po I [rt'u1,w\.o<;] explains obecurum per obscurius. Com-
pounds from ovo~ seem the onJy plausible explanation, and in particular
I can see no good possibility except OIJTJAWIJ, on the model of XIl.i1.TJ).wv
and bt'rt'wv, specialized types of stables. To be sure, OVTJAW1) would be
erroneously formed: OVWIJ would be the parallel form. But it is not
evident that people were always conscious of the etymological value of
the -TJA- element from iAct.UIJW, as the existence of xO'!J.1')),et't'TJ<; (instead of
·X(,(!J.TJATJAetT1'j<;) alongside X(,([1.1'jA('TJr; shows. Euphony, and the commonness
of oVTJAcf-rTJr; might have made OVTJAWIJ a reasonable format.ion. At all
events, animal quarters off an entrance courtyard (to pile hypothesis on
hypothesis) would be reasonable enough.

Ll, 13-14. For auvExdr; see HUSSON, OI](JA 200, citing only BGU XIII 2228.

14. The ecribe wrote acPfl(,(with a sinusoidal abbreviation stroke, but then
added a gamme, at lire level; above it is then an epsilon and iota.

15. Perhaps e]v ert'ct.u"((S~) XN[loypct.([1.fJ.ct.-r-·) AEYOfJ.(EVT,). A vacant lot in an
epaulie called « (of) the komogrammateia» OJ'« (of) the kornogrammateus» ?
T can find no parallel for such a description. nor yet think of a good al-
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temabive. An amplwdon at Kerwiis was called ICw[J.oypaf.t1J.IXT€WV (see
'VB III 4.12 for references) (12).

J 6. Case seems to shift from nominative to genitive, uI11es6one of tho lacunas
contains another !J.ipo~.

23. fThe date is 28 AuguRt, 189.

6.

P.TEBT. II 480 descr.

Tebtunie, ~03p

This declaration, addressed to the strategos, is submitted by a wo-
man from Tebtunis and includes a complex household which is only
partly recoverable. Her son, who acts as kyrios, is part of it, as is her
sister, the latter's daughter (who is evidently also her son's wife), their
young children, and at least a couple of slaves. The formula is standard,
although not all details can be made out.

13,5x 22,2 em, Essentially complete in outer dimensions, but with
large holes in the upper left part and most of the lower left quarter
gone; the remainder is rather rubbed and damaged along what are
probably three ancient fold lines.

Nop~O('l(t) 1'iii xod [:E<pl~v'l' 01'p(001''I)yiii) 0qJ.(l,,1'ou) xed
.. TIoA("",,"vo,) ["'E]et~~v ". .

[7tOOpd:] 0[<'1 ]7t<[1']" WX'O, Il<1'E"ouX?U '" '1)( 1'po,) T ""ou(Xoopl au)
4 [d:]7t~ x[w]!:'1J$ TE7t1'U'iE[,",] 1"9' IloA("",,"vo,) "'Epl~o,

[",<1'd: xuplou] 1'OUul oii Il1'o[Aq,wlo]u 1'OU&x 7tOO1'po(,)
[__ . 1J7tocpX(<L)"'0<] <'I 1''ij xW("'YJ) otx(loo) xocl ootO(pcov) xocl 0001.(-1)

[ev YJ Xoc't'O~XW] XOCL &7toyp&«((Jop.c£~) etJ.'(\)'t'·~v 't'~ XOCL 't'ou~

(12) Not to be confused with the problematic cXfl.epo8o() XW!.LOypa( )
discussed at P.Stras. VIII 731 commentary.
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8 [il"o]u~ E[t~] .,;'''v .,;ou SLEA('I)AU06TO~) '(~TOU~) ~eu1)pou ,,<Xl
, AV't"WVLVOU

[xcd ] PETOCTillv xupi cov ~.~occrTillv X[OC]T' ol(x[ocv) ,inon('''p'"v)
i"t Tii<; "poXecl"(EV'I)<;) X(0(1"'I)<;)TE"(Tuvew<;)' xoct €ll"' 0e'meTa6>-

XLOr;

['0 "p]oY(OYPOCI"I"Ev'l)) dia('I)I"0~) (iT illv) vS, xoct TOV "POYE-
, , YP[OC(I"I"EVOV)]I"0u xup,ov

12 [8V]TOCI"0U xoct ul ov IITOAel"OCLOVXAE'SO"(O'ou) (hillv) Ay-
[&S]7~'P~ 'EAi;~'I) IIe'TEaou()(ou) dia('I)l"o<;) (iTillv) vS' xoct T~V TOCUT7J~
O~rOC,TE,~OCTcccpodcc (hillv) k xoct i~&1"'POT(EpWV) TEXVOC
[, .}. , ,[, , , , ,] YEV~'I)(OEvTOC)Tef iveaTillTC tee (~TOU<;)' xoct SOOA('I)V)

16 il"ou [Tii<; 0E]v"ETa6>X'0<; 0epl"ouO&pwv (hillv) 'I)'
:ii<; [&SEA'Pii~ ucc] OUY(ocTPO<;)SOUA('I)V) IIPWTOUV
[(iTillv) ". u7!&p)(]EC SI: Tji oc,l'rji TocopaeuT'
[ - - - - - - ] .. "pWSES( '!JAWI"EV)Tiii ' (~.,;ec)

20 [- - - - - -] .... ,. xed i,,' din(ov) T6,,(ov) <Ji'A(O<;) T6,,(0<;)
[- - - - - -]., i[Lot T'ij 0Ev7t(ETa6>x",) i,,' din(ov) .,;6,,(ov)
[- - - - - -]. .... [i]v 01<; ouSd<; &"oYP&('PETOC'). S,O i7t(,SESWXOC).
vacat 2 em.
[(~TOU<;) icc Aouxl oo] ~E["T'l"lou ~EOU1)p]ou Euae~ou<; II[e]~Tlvoc-

xo<;
24 [xoct M&pxou AUP'l)]Alou 'A[VTwvlv]ou Eoae~ou<; ~e~ocaTw(v)

[xoct IIC"Alou XTA.] traces

5, 12 o pap.

To No-banos alias Serenos, strategos of the Themistos and Polemon
Division, frorn Thenpetsokis d"ughter of Peiesouchos, her mother Ta-
soucharion, frorn the village of Tebtunis of the Polemon Division, with
her kyrios, her son Ptolemetios frorn father NN. There belongs to me in
the vill"ge a house "nd light-well "nd courtyard in which I live and
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register myself and my family for the house-tnt-house censWi Gf the past
10th year of Seoerus and Antonin"s and Geta the Lords A"fl'Usti in the
aforesaid village of Tebt'Un;s; and 1 am Thenpetsokie (the aforesaid f),
without Bcar, 54; and my aforementioned kyrio8, being also my 80n,
Ptolemasos, keymaker, 33; my sister Helene da"ghter of Petesouchos,
witho'Utscar, 54; and her da'Uflhter'I'aorseus, 35; and the child"en of both
(Taorse"s and Ptolemaios) ... born in the c"rrent l ltli year; and the
slave of me, 'I'henpetsokis, Thermo"tharion, 8; the sfave of my sister's
da"ghter, Proto", ... And the same 'I'aorseus owns ... previo"sly de-
clared in the 10th year ... omd in another place ... to me Thenpetsokis
in another place ... in which na one is registered. Therefore I have made
the declaration.

Year 11 of L"ci'U8 Sepiimius Seoerus Pitts Pertinax and 111arc"s
Aurelius Antonimu: Pitts A"fl,,,,ti and P"bli"s Geta etc.

1. For Nor-banos alias Serenoa, see BASTIANINT-WmTEHoRNE 52, who do not
indicate if their citation of this papyrus is from autopsy or guesswork,
since the editors rod not give the name of the strategos mentioned. His
attested dates run only from the summer of 203 (probably) to March, 204.

7.

P.TEET. II 446 descr.

Arsinoite, 217P

This is the top part of a declaration submitted by a woman re-
gistered in the amphodon of Tharapias and addressed to the strategos
of the Herakleides Division, the basilikos grammateus, and the lao-
graphos of the amphodon. She is an apator who gives her mother's
name. The combination of officials addressed suggests that she is de-
claring property in a village, but how this came to be at Tebtunis
is not clear.

•

8,3 X 7 em. Two strips, lacking a few millimeters between them,
complete at top, left, and right, but broken at the bottom. The back
is blank. Arsinoiton Polis, 217.



CENSUS DECLARATIONS FROM TEBTUNIS 83

c

~l

,-

Tav. 7 . P.Tebt, 11 466



--- ------ -- ~-

84 ROGER S. BAGNALL

&vTlyp,,( 'FOV) xe-r" ot"(l,,v) &"oy[p(,,~·/),)j
AUP'l)Alcp <i<ovu[crjlcp crTp("T'I)y0)

'Apcr,(vol't"Ou) 'H[pj""A(daou) f'<[pla(o,)j ""l 'Icr,ao,cp

4 T0 ""t 'Q[pj,y€" ~"a:~('''0)YP"(f'f'''Tel) T·/), "UT/)';
f'<ptao" [xed AOCjoyp(&'F',u)&f''f'[oja(ou) e"p""(zl,,,)

""piX [AjuP'l)A[lj", IIpwTou-
TO, ..1j.; LUp,,[ ,j &7tlX-ropo,

8 ~':~ 'to[u C(u-rou oc!:Ltp6~ou __

------- •

Copy of houae-by-hO!<8edeclaration. To Aurelius Dionysios siraieqos
of the Arsinoite, Herakleides Division, and Isidotos alias Horigenes,
basilikos grammateus of the some division, and laographos of the am-
phodon of Tharapeia, from A urelia Proteus daughter of Syra, without
father, from the same amphodon ...

2. Dionyeioa: See BASTIANINl,WHITEHORNE 37. He is attested only from
November, 216, until the summer of 217, the probable date of this de-
claration and P.OFlJOII 25. His successor, however, is not known until 221.

3-4. Isidotos alias Horige-nes is attested from early 215 until tho summer of
217, see BASTIANTh"'"I,'VHITEHORNE 125.

•

5. It is not certe in the....t there is quite space for xed, which would have fallen
in the interfragment space, slightly larger in this line than above, but it
seems necessary. On the AIXoypoc4>or;(to be resolved in the singular in
Arsinoo), see P. MERTENS, Lee services de l'Etat civil (Brussels 1958) 82~83.
For the amphodon, cf S. DARlS, « Aegyptua » 61 (1981) 146.
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