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M N2 U1 PRI N TN M0 T | Ran Morin, Olive Columns & the Park of Olives in Ramat Rachel, Jerusalem
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Olive Columns ond the Park of Ofives in Ramor-Rachel lie of an elevated ond
windstricken location overlooking the Judean desert, the Deod-Sen and the dities
of Bethishem & Jerusalem. Eost of this point passed the border between lsioe| &
Josreans - the Green Lie - and to its west, an oncient rayal rood leoding from Jerusolem
to Bethlehern & Hebron and from there to the southem londs, In the center of the
olive gorden stands o tiongular strscture of thres columns 11 meters high, ond fram
the copitols of these columns, grow living olive trees of sighty years. Three main
paths and 27 lines of olives plonted in o concentric order lead to the sculpture ond
from it towards the londscope, which bears the. morks of o significont historical post.

The ortistic project deals with maothematical & spiritual harmanies of the mamber
three, ond with its mysterious power to create o mean between opposing forces.
Hewever, in its materiol existence the sculpture evolvas, the obstoct ordars change
under the influence of the eorth, its gravity & the iregulanties of its forms, Contepts
of rootedness ond disconmection which mork the camples relntion of our chvlizotion
with the eorth, ore cantrl to the sculpture and to the ward of oppesifions manifested
in its plostic form. The olive tree, ancient symbol of strength, fentlity and peace,
continues its life in o tansplonted ond disconnected state. The living sculprure’s
manumentol and frogile existence depends on constant human participation ond
on on odvonced irrigotion system which secures its nourishment ortificinlly.

The Park of (fives, which wos planted at the limit of the desert and near o politicol
hlood-stoined horder, connects different elements in its surroundings and relotes 1o
oncient pariods in which olive rees and plowed earth were chorocteristic fo man's
intervention in this arid landscape. Ofive Columins wirs constnucied with the ossistance
of modern horticultural techniques and advanced scienfific knowledge, nevertheless
its spirit does not reflect victorious contral of noture but rother expresses reverance
and respect for its infinite beauty ond strength,




1980, 0T 48 T gan mam - i rme | (e Columans - preparatory drowing for the planting of the olive free gorden, 1990



| The Park of Olives, oerial phatograghs - November 1996
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(live Columns - norther entrance, the Herodon mm
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19 7 9um - 7 e | The Pork of Olives - the Deod Sea viewpaint




0TI RS M T Olive Columns & the Pork of Dlives the
oFrTEN MTI history of the project

B0 W TN TN - e YT - 1984% - first mogquette - N.Y,, initiol contoct with the
TOWT MO T INF-KEL

Oa0-07 BT TV 7T omng mnpn - 1986 - foundetion of the "Dlive Columns Amota’ (non
o profit associofion),
DT 7087 T T building permit for the seulpture - lerusalem

TN TTI-HIA0 W T S0 TR - 1987 - ronsplonting of the olive trees from the KX.L
OFTH NORN 7 MrD AT forest - Meve-Beltar, into modulor containges;
occlimotizotion period

[TTTWIN T% 70 ITI9E0 0D 7 o - 1988 - gonstruchion of the northem-entrance soulpture
ATIEE PP 1Y 709 11 = 1989 - conshuction of Ofive Columns sculpture
"I OTPI-|3 Aol = 1930 - planting of the concentric olive gorden
IR TV YT 709 70 T Mg = 1897 = final works on the sculpture; opening

LT 100 R TN e on e = 1982 = nitial plons for the park
IITHT TV 7mn

T TR TTTE wad e Ty - 1885 < development work in the pork
0T OO TN rasn 1886 paths, viewspoint, parkings, transplontings efc.

AT e oro mTag < 1897 « finol work; opening

1984 370 170 = JUBRT TTI0 IPET *TI00

TTHTT TR 709 e TR O
| Cive Columns fhe first moquatte, New York, 1984 stoges in the construction of Olive Columns



956 TITT T T 708 | Olive Columns, Novembar 1996
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Thie Gorden of the Ulm-z Troa Family - July 1994
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The Development of the Park of Olives

The Garden of the Dlive Tree Family

The Gavden of the Glive Tree Fomily consists of
trees that hove been transplonted in 1996 from
the axpermental orchord of Prof. Shimon Loves,
in the Volcani institute. It includes types originating
in Greace, |taly, Spoin, Fronce, Turkey, Moroceo,
Algeria, U.S.A., Argenting and o few local types,
The garden hos not been finished and in the futurs
there ore plons for the enlorgement of the collection
ond for some londscoping development

The military outposts and the old barder oreo
Kibbutz Romat-Rochel wos founded in 1926 by the
"Regiment of Work" (communist setfiers), on lond
purchased by the Keren Kayemat from the monastery
of Mor-Elins. Since the beginning, the kibbutz has
been stonding on o border oreo which has been
the site of mony bloody inddents (induding its totul
destruction in 1929 ond in 1948). Between 1949
and 19647, the intermational border betwesn lordon
and Isroel (the Green Ling) passed just east of the
pork. An-extensive fortificotion system was
constructed by both |sraefis ond Jordonions, which
is still visible today (the lsroeli ond the Jordonion
"Poomon’ outposts),

The sitting areas

The sitting orens in the park ore plonned mainly
for its enstem part which is better protected from
the winds. They ore designed under the shode of
pine trees.
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The Park of Olives & future environmentol ond touristic
development plans for the mountain of Ramat-Rachel

The mountain of Romot Rochel is located in the south of the
jl!‘flf'n[llfl!'ll ITHJTI.IL'J[H'Il ren It IFH:!'I'I'S On IMpreassve ponoroimc vigw
and includes different historicolly and archosologically significant
locations. In recent yeors, toudstic octivity hos been developed,
which includes o hotel & congress center and o health & recreofion
conitir. As o confinuation to the work in the Pork of Dlives, o general
plen for the integrotion of all the points of mterast in the mourntoin
hos been initinted i 1996, The project indludes touristic,
environmental ond archosologicol elements.

50 = {1 TIOD ST - T T IR TR
T archsoolsgicel site in Romo-Rochal - posteard trom the 1950%

1996 DL - BT TIVTE VW) ANTRTY LY - TV T T A 78 T T
Ansitl phorograph af e mountain of Bomm-Rachel fiam the west-the Judean desart & the Edorm mounbains:
lardan, in the backgrownd - Rovermber 1994
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The archeeological site in Ramat-Rachel is ane of the most important of its kind.
includes on Iron Age poloce & citodel built by the Kings of Judea, Parsion pariod and
Herodion period findings, o comp and therme of the Roman X th legion, o Byzantin
church, monastery & ogricultural complex ond some garly Arab Period remains. Since
the 9 cent. B.C., various military ond ogriculturel settlemients hove been estoblished ot
this vantage point (820 m. above sea level) situated midwoy between Jerusaiem
and Bethlehem, overlooking these cities and an andent junction of roads wher
the Royof Rood from Jerusalem to Hebron wos crossed by the rood to the Judean
desert & the Dead-Sea, and by the way to the westem Judean mountains &
the coastal plair.

The major excovation work ot the site wos conducted by Prof. Yochanon Aharoni

n the late 1950's and eorly 1960's. In the lost thiee seosons the Hebrew

University was joined by an expedition from the University of Rome which also
| published thres extensive books about the site. Findings from Romot-Rochel
ore exhibited in the lsmel Museumn, in the Rockefeller Museum, in the President's
House and in the Museum of the University of Rome. They incdude some of the
most important exomples of the lron Age royol orchitecture, seals, coins, mosaics,
burial objects ond other items. Prof. Ahoroni identified Romar-Bachel os the
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Jehoiokim (408 - 597 B.C.) - "... [ will build me o wide house and loge
chambers, and cutteth him out windows: and it is clefed with cedar, and pointed
with vermilion..." (Jeremigh 22, 14). Other researchers ore opposed fo thesa
gssumptions and the question of the site’s idenfificotion and exoct doting is
still under scienfific debare.

In 1954 on ohservation point was constructed on the woter tower in the

archoectogicol site, ond the place ottocted visitars mainly due fo the view towards
the Jordonian territory. Since 1947 the site has been neglected. In 1996, Ron Morin
has bean commissioned by the Ismeli Antiquities Authority & Kibbutz Romot-Rochel, o
drow initial ideos & plons for the preservation and restoration of the site in order To
raopen it to the public ond incorporate it in the lorger touristic and enviranmantol project
tor the mountain of Romat-Fochel.
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“... His orchitecturol and organic structures, such os that
including the olive trees, manoge 1o combine the
hormoeniousnass most often ossocioted with Onental
landscaping ond on emotive rawness that is special fo the
topography ond hertage of the Middle East... they denote peace, not
conflict, harmony not division, and derive fram the wealth of o polyglat
culture ond educotion...”

(L5 Lishenann - art histanan and entic for Adforom, §.Y)

"... Ran Morin operates as o dassical orfist, working in pursuit of simplicity,
beauty, accuracy ond perfection. His orfistic projects ottempt fo create o
new philosophical dimension. Somewhat in the momner of the Greek
Pythagoras , Morin offers o combination of science and mysticism, os his
warks reflact o cosmic harmony bosed on numbers... He belongs to those
who believe that ort should toke upon itself o growing responsibility and
paoint out o new cultural direction.”

(Moami Aiv - orf critic, Tt Awiv)

Ran Marin, bom in Jarssalam (1958}, bagon his study of sculpfure of the oga of 8 and
i5 0 graduate of the School of Visual Arts in New York - o city where he lived ond waorked
for o numbes of years, participating in sevaral exhibitions. In the post 15 yeors, Maorin
collaboroted with scianfists expart in horticulture in order to solva the problams
imvelved in his innovotive arfistic projects. He hos ceated o number of sculptures in
tsroed, the 1.5, & Englond ond i cumently warking on projects in tsroed and in Europe.
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Dlive Columas & the Fark of Olives
were mode possible by the nwsistance
of tha Following insfitutions:

The Dive Colwemns Anotn

The Juswitshs Maitiorsal Fun

Kibbutr Famoe-Rachel

That trmed Bowesment Tourist Corpantion
The Mintstry of Construchian & Housing

Private contributions;

Ambessodor Samuet & Mrs. Salle Lewt,
Waoshingtan - 0.

M, tlvine & Mhrs. Louna Siegol, Cevalond
Mari. Jasephene Pintus, Prrts

Mas. Toni Gresnbarg, New Yark

The fallowing individuals ossisted
professionolly:

Prof. Shiman Layee - Vol Inst,

Pre. Ieehak Bircn - The Habnew University
Praif. Josphy Mhorin - Sl Consanvafion Inst,
Eng. Sosson Asuf - Tal Avrw

Dori Barbaim, Atoemey - Tal Avi
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