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19 July 1996

.

i Aviad Bar Shalom

‘ﬁ Israel Government Tourist Corporation

= Jerusalem

k&b Fax: 011-972-2663159

gl

|:;.‘.

o Dear Aviad:

§1 | have just finished meeting with Dr. Freund who recently met with you in .

Jerusalem and explained the present state of affairs at the Tourist Corporation.

| would like to write a letter to the new minister of tourism in support of your
| office and especially the work of David Harnik to the new minister as soon as

i possible. | believe that this letter will be effective if | do it immediately and
would like to ask you to send me the following information.

224 1. The official name and address of the new minister of tourism and any one
L else in the tourism office that should receive a copy.

M H

i ;

ti 2. The fax numbers and telephone numbers for these individuals.

‘ I would appreciate your help in this matter as soon as possible and look
forward to hearing from you.

If there is any other suggestion for the content of my fax to the minister
i) please include it in the information you send me.

i, S

|
& Sincerely, .
4
_]:__ Thomas E -
; R Dean i
i o - - I'-q 3
f '."
- o
II '1‘1“- J
| =
|;I; j '!"-\..'_'
E -: University of Nebraska at Omaha University of Nebraska Medical Canter Urivaraity of Nebrasks—-Lincoln Univeraity of Nebrasks al Koamey
AP
TOTAL P.e1
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|
Oifice of International Stu.dles and Programs Lo !

| we v
2 June 1995 : ) L . ‘

David Harnik, Dlredor General |
Israel Government Taurist Corporation |
38 Keren Hayesod Sti, POB 2645 i
Jerusalem 91026 Israel |
FAX: 011-972-2-663159 |
Dear David: ; |l

| am in receipt of a, cqpy of Aviad Bar-Shalom's fax regarding the lsrael
Government Tourist Corporation's involvement in the documenta about

Bethsaida that will be|videotaped in July. The University of Neb Omalpd

- |
|
' ~ Omaha, He‘J aJm 681820027
" ‘ | 402 278
University| of Nebraska at Omaha T ‘JHDD:.‘.'\H o, |

Universityl of Nebraska Medical Center VT RAXS! /402 i54)p

(UNO) greatly appteuates the assistance your office has pruwde{:l us; he | |
past, and the assistance that was mentioned in Mr. Bar-Shalom's mnst cant'

correspondence.

This is to confirm my Visit to Israel in July to witness the v deotapqng of l.)he
documentary. Joining me will be UNO's Chancellor Del Weber and, likely,
Harold Andersen, the publisher emeritus of the Omaha World-He tﬁ
prominent publ:catmnim our region, and past president (three s) of the
International Publishers Association. We will be in Jerusalem on[Sunday, 9
July, and would like to confirm an appointment with you for that dite. Wouid
4:00 pm suit your mbdu!e? |

| am looking forward ﬂ: hearing in person about the Tourist Cor rahuns

participation in the documentary. Excellent funding and distribution anrces |

have been arranged for the video in the United States; we are anhclpatlTng
discussing your futurq participation in this great enterprise.

o '

| look forward to seatrig you in July.
Sincerely, ?,5 ! M

i |
. Gouttierre|

Thoma
Dean

| v |
University of habrashs & Cmiasa Ufrwaraty of Nobraska Madical Ceter JIniversity of Nebraska—i.'neain Unisaral'y 'Humslvf At Kr-l-!nw
(& |

i
most
|
|
|

TOTAL P.B1
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Jerusalem, 19 June 1555
Mo. 1759

Mr. David Rotterman
Senior Producer
UNO Television

Fax 001 (402) 554 - 2440

This letter is in regard to your correspondence dated June 14, 19395 and

‘ Dear Mr. Rotterman
|
| your direct contact with F.T.S concerning producing eguipement.

Mr. Barnik will be able to be interviewed in Bethsaida in July 17, 1995
around lunch time.

| Concerning the aerial filming. Please contact Beni Mor or Muni Haramati

_ from Albatross Tel 972-3-5465001 Fax 5460705. I believe it will be wiser
to
use their material. In any case neither Uri Meir nor us can help you
with the expenses involved with the flight.

I sent the type of the Mational Park Authority and I have some more
material (original) from the Nature Rrom the Nature Reserve Authority.

I look forward to hearing from you soon.

gk\?kk

‘ Aviad Sar Shalom
| Project Manager

| /
K/fczz David Harnid, Uri Meir

A 03-863159 07D ,02-683154 070 01024 OTVNY 2645 .70 38 TION 7 2N P,
38, Keren Hayesod St P.O.B. 2645 Jerusalem 91026, lsrawl, Tel 02653154, Fax, 02-663159
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December 22, 1994

Prof. Dr. Heingz-Wolfgang kumnn
Universitat Mmchen

——— e — i —

Dear Mr, Kumn ,

Thank you for your letter dated 12.12:1994 .

The Bethsaida project is an rtant one for us, and we know the importance of
it for the whole Christian world .

Our budget for 1994 comes to the amount of $§ 200,000 for the benefit of
the visitors and the pilgrims to the sight .

We will appreciate if you can send us any written articles about the sight
and its importance for the Christian world .

Yours sincerely,

AR \OLAH-../

David Harmik
Director General

02-883158 D7D ,02-863154 070 91028 DTN 2645 LN 38 TOWN N7 2m i

38, Keren Hayesed St., PO B. 2645 Jorusalem 91026, Israel, Tel 02-663154, Fax. 02663158

|
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: »&  UNIVERSITAT MONCHEN 2039
\u‘? 3" EVANGELISCHTHEOLUGISCHE FAKULTAT . i o
SY  INSTITUT FUR NEUTESTAMENTLICHE THEOLOGIE Telefon (089) 21 80 - 36 30
" ,’11 Praf. Dr. Heloz-Wolfgang Kuhn i
o L 12.12.1994/mh
5 Mr. David Harnik :
) Director General of Israel Government Tourist Corporation
b 38 Keren Hayesod Street
91026 Jerusalem
ISRAEL

Fax 00972 - 2 - 663 159 (by fax and airmail)
Bethsaida Excavations Project

Dear Mr. Harnik,

In the spring of this year we spoke on telephone, and you asked me to give an
evaluation of the importance of the Bethsaida Excavations for the Christian world.
On March 1st, 1994 I gave you that evaluation and ! would like now to repeat it
for the Tourist Corporation's participation in 1995.

As you know, [ am co-director of thr.'\_ hsaida Excavations Project and Dean of
the Faculty of Protestant Theology at the University of Munich.

First I like to thank you for the funding from your Corporation in 1994. Only by
your funding it was possible 1o make such an important progress in the excavati-
ons of Bethsaida this year.

Since Bethsaida is next to Capernaum the only place in Galilee and the Gaulanitis,
where historians agree that Jesus worked there for a longer time, the Bethsaida
Excavations Project is so important for the Christian world. In case the cxcavati-
ons are making progress as in 1994, I'm sure, as 1 wrote you already in my last
letter, that Bethsaida will become in the near future one of the most visited pla-
ces of Christian tourists around the Sea of Galilee. In Germany, too, Bethsaida gerts
more and more known among Christians as a newly excavated site. .

I myself will stay at the excavation in 1995 for about four weeks together with a
young female M.A. of Near Eastern Archacology of the University of Munich.
Another young female M.A. of Provincial Roman Archacology of the University of
Munich will stay almost the whole year on the dig. She is in charge of the
Hellenistic-Early Roman pottery and will work in 1995 again as a supervisor.

In July 1995 there will be the International Meeting of the Society of Biblical
Literature in Budapest (Hungary) with lectures on Bethsaida. The two archaeolo-
gists of the University of Munich and me will take part

I ask you again for the support of the Bethsaida Project, which is so important for
the activities in 1995.

Sincerely yours,

!3«-./ AL A
(Prof. Dr. Heinz-Wolfgang Kuhn)
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\“\ Office of International Studies and Programs
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\/.

David Harnik, Director General 2
Israel Government Tourist Corporation
38 Keren Hayesod St., POB 2645
Jerusalem 91026 lsrael

FAX: 011-872-2-663159

Dear David:

I hope this letter finds that all goes well with you as we prepare to welcome
in 1995. | thought it timely to address a couple of matters at this juncture.

The joint operation which the University of Nebraska at Omaha has
embarked on with the Israel Tourist Corporation and the Antiquities
Authority of Israel in the Bethsaida Excavations Project is unique and
unprecedented for our University. We welcome the opportunity to work
with such experienced organizations on so important a project.

We have been involved with the excavations since 1990; our commitment
has been growing every year. In 1995 we are poised to bring three new
institutions into our Consortium. @

The funds which were provided by the Israel Tourist Corporation in 1994
to move the Project forward have brought us closer to our joint goal of
allowing visitors to see Bethsaida as it appeared thousands of years ago.
We thank the Tourist Corporation for its work and generous support.

Dr. Rami Arav, the Director of the Field Excavations at Bethsaida, visited
Omaha in September and again in November as part of a national tour
promoting the excavations. As a result, we will be sending many new
students and faculty this Summer.

University of Nebraskn 51 Omahs Univergity of Nebraska Medical Center Uriversity o Nebraska—Lincoin Uniersity of Nebraska ot Moarney
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Dr. Arav described the present plans which he proposed for the
! |\ continuation of funding from the Israel Tourist Corporation in 1995. |
/| cannot emphasize enough how important this funding is to see this
.' | project through to the end of 1995. We are conducting major
' | fundraising campaigns in Nebraska and elsewhere; in order to complete
\ the work we have begun, one more year of major funding from the Tourist
Corporation is most essential.

We have been informed that the possibility of a papal visit for 1995 or 1996
still remains; accordingly, we would like to have the site "up and running”
by 1996. The ten universities which are presently involved with the F )
excavations have committed themselves to making 1995 and 1996
Important seasons of excavations so that the work of restoration can begin
immediately. | hope to hear positive news from you in the near future
about the Tourist Corporation’s participation in 1995 in the Bethsaida
Excavations Project.

Sincerely,

Thomas E.
Dean

k\

P.S. Rumors have made their way to Omaha that you are a major tennis @
buff. Amazing how news travels across oceans!
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UNIVERSITAT MUNCHEN
EVANGELISCH-THEOLOGISCHE FARULTAT
INSTITUT FUR NEUTESTAMENTLICHE THEOLOGIE

Prof. Dr. Heinz-Wolfgang Kuhn

J0399
D568 MUNCHEN 40, den
Schellingstrafle 3V VG
Telefon (089) 21 80 - 36 30

12.12.1994/mh
Mr. David Harnik

Director General of Israel Government Tourist Corporation
38 Keren Hayesod Street

91026 Jerusalem

ISRAEL

Fax 00972 - 2 - 663 159 (by fax and airmail)
Bethsaida Excavations Project

Dear Mr. Harnik,

In the spring of this year we spoke on telephone, and you asked me to give an
evaluation of the importance of the Bethsaida Excavations for the Christian world.
On March 1st, 1994 I gave you that evaluation and I would like now to repeat it
for the Tourist Corporation's participation in 1995,

As you know, I am co-director of the Bethsaida Excavations Project and Dean of
the Faculty of Protestant Theology at the University of Munich.

First I like to thank you for the funding from your Corporation in 1994, Only by
your funding it was possible to make such an important progress in the excavati-
ons of Bethsaida this year.

Since Bethsaida is next to Capernaum the only place in Galilee and the Gaulanitis,
where historians agree that Jesus worked there for a longer time, the Bethsaida
Excavations Project is so important for the Christian world. In case the excavati-
ons are making progress as in 1994, I'm sure, as 1 wrote you already in my last
letter, that Bethsaida will become in the near future one of the most visited pla-
ces of Christian tourists around (he Sea of Galilee. In Germany, too, Bethsaida gets
more and more known among Christians as a newly excavated site.

I myself will stay at the excavation in 1995 for about four weeks together with a
young female M.A. of Near Eastern Archacology of the University of Munich.
Another young female M.A. of Provincial Roman Archaeology of the University of
Munich will stay almost the whole year on the dig. She is in charge of the
Hellenistic-Early Roman pottery and will work in 1995 again as a supervisor.

In July 1995 there will be the International Meeting of the Society of Biblical
Literature in Budapest (Hungary) with lectures on Bethsaida. The two archaeolo-
gists of the University of Munich and me will take part.

I ask you again for the support of the Bethsaida Project, which is so important for
the activities in 1995,

Sincerely yours,
/3*\-.../ AL A
(Prof. Dr. Heinz-Wolfgang Kuhn)
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Prof. Dr. Helnz-Wollgang Kuhn

12.12.1994/mh
Mr. David Harnik
Director General of Israel Government Tourist Corporation

38 Keren Hayesod Street
91026 Jerusalem
ISRAEL

Fax 00972 - 2 - 663 159 (by fax and airmail)
Bethsaida Excavations Project

Dear Mr. Harnik, .

In the spring of this year we spoke on telephone, and you asked me to give an
evaluation of the importance of the Bethsaida Excavations for the Christian world.
On March 1st, 1994 1 gave you thai évaluation and | would like now to repeat it
for the Tourist Corporation's participation in 1995.

As you know, I am co-director of the Mphsaida Excavations Project and Dean of
the Faculty of Protestant Theology at the University of Munich.

First 1 like to thank you for the funding from your Corporation in 1994. Only by
your funding it was possible to make such an important progress in the excavati-
ons of Bethsaida this year.

Since Bethsaida is next to Capernaum the only place in Galilee and the Gaulanitis,
where historians agree that Jesus worked there for & longer time, the Bethsaida
Excavations Project is so important for the Christian world. In case the excavati-
ons are making progress as in 1994, I'm sure, as 1 wrote you already in my last
letter, that Bethsaida will become in the near future one of the most visited pla-
ces of Christian tourists around the Sea of Galilee. In Germany, too, Bethsaida gets .
more and more known among Christians as a newly excavated site.

I myself will stay at the excavation in 1995 for about four weeks together with a
young female M.A. of Near Eastern Archacology of the University of Munich.
Another young female M.A. of Provincial Roman Archacology of the University of
Munich will stay almost the whole year on the dig. She is in charge of the
Hellenistic-Early Roman pottery and will work in 1995 again as a supervisor.

In July 1995 there will be the International Meeting of the Society of Biblical
Literature in Budapest (Hungary) with lectures on Bethsaida. The two archacolo-
gists of the University of Munich and me will take part.

I ask you again for the support of the Bethsaida Project, which is so important for
the activities in 1995.

Sincerely yours,
(Prof. Dr. Heinz-Wolfgang Kuhn)
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L“ Mr. David Harnik i
Director General 7 e, a2y
Israel Tourism Corporation é_
Jerusalem '

Dear Sir.,

First I want, among all the persons involved in the
Bethsaida excavations, to express my gratitude for the financial
support you gave to our project. I was working on the site,
supervising area A,when the first team of paid workers arrived. .
It was a thrilling experience: the site would be opened to the
public as an Israel National Park in 1996!

The discoveries made since June have been simply astounding
and Rami Arav told your people about them. We have enough {(and
more to come) to create an archaeological park with a museum
and a place of worship which will be known by 1,000,000 Christians
including 500,000 Catholics. As I already said at our meeting
of July B, 1993 in Jerusalem, the most appealing feature of the
site is its indisputable authenticity, something the Holy Sepulchure
and the Church of the Nativity cannot claim as demonstrated in
JESUS AND HIS WORLD, AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL DICTIONARY
(Fortress Press, 1994) written by Rami and myself. The site is
so remarkable that the Vatican plans a visit of the Pope there
early in 1996. Needless to say, you are also fully aware of its
relevance to the history of Israel, especially for the time of
David.

Conseguently, I was all the more surprised when I learned .
that the financial aid could be discontinued or drastically
reduced in 1995. We would go back to the era of volunteer summer
workers only with a projected completion for about 2020. My
colleagues and myself had made enthusiastic publicity about the
future of Bethsaida which is now talked about around the world:
we made presentations in Rome, Paris, Munster, next year in
Budapest. We wrote articles in scholarly journals, including
the famed REVUE BIBLIQUE of the Ecole Bibligque in Jerusalem.

A book is going to be published next year in the U.S5.A where
scores of presentations have been made from east to west,including
one to the Jesus Seminar at its Fall session in Phoenix, in

1993. A rare find will be presented in the January-February 1995
issue of the Biblical Archaeology Review (all this at our cost).

We would be extremely disappointed, not for ourselves but

OVER




for such a promising site to which we have devoted so much
time, money, sweat and efforts if your Corporation would not
persevere in its commendable and foresighted decision. Your
definite commitment to this new historical and religious site
(fortunately not controlled by the Church) would surely be one
of the most productive investments of your Corporation. A quick
reconstruction and official opening would immediately create

a continuing flow of income for years - we could reasonably say
centuries - to come.

Incidentally, if you decide to create a non-denominational
place of worship, I would suggest an open air area (something
like the garden Tomb) or an unobstructive structure in order
to avoid such deterioration of the site as was done at Capernaum.

Respectfully yours,

LT e——

John J. Rousseau
Research Associate
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December 22, 1994

Mr. John J. Rousseau
Research Associate
Undversity of California, Berkely

Dear Mr. Rousseau ,

Thank you for your letter dated 12.12.19%4 .

'IhaBathsaidaLrnjectisan rtant one for us, and we know the importance of
it for the whole Christian world .

Our budget for 1994 comes to the amount of § 200,000 for the benefit of
the visitors and the pilgrims to the sight .

Hewiuappmciateifymcmsaﬁusm{dwﬂttmarticleaabmtﬂmsigm
and its importance for the Christian world .

02-881150 07D ,02-861154 070 91026 D7WIY 284570 38 TOW [ 2307

38, Keren Hayasod St PO B, 2645 Jerusalem 91026, Israel, Tal 02-663154, Fax, 02663159
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Dear Sir,

First I want, among all the persons involved in the
Bethsaida excavations, to express my gratitude for the financial
support you gave to our project. I was working on the site,
supervising area A,when the first team of paid workers arrived.
It was a thrilling experience: the site would be opened to the .
public as an Israel National Park in 19961

The discoveries made since June have been simply astounding
and Rami Arav told your people about them. We have enough (and
more to come) to create an archaeological park with a museum
and a place of worship which will be known by 1,000,000 Christians
including 500,000 Catholics. As I already said at our meeting
of July 8, 1993 in Jerusalem, the most appealing feature of the
site is its indisputable authenticity, something the Holy Sepulchure
and the Church of the Nativity cannot claim as demonstrated in
JESUS AND HIS WORLD, AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL DICTIONARY
(Fortress Press, 1994) written by Rami and myself. The site is
so remarkable that the Vatican plans a visit of the Pope there
gearly in 1996. Needless' to say, you are alsoc fully aware of its
relevance to the history of Israel, especially for the time of
David.

Consequently, I was all the more surprised when I learned
that the financial aid could be discontinued or drastically .
reduced in 1995, We would go back to the era of volunteer summer
workers only with a projected completion for about 2020. My
colleagues and myself had made enthusiastic publicity about the
future of Bethsaida which is now talked about around the world:
we made presentations in Rome, Paris, Munster, next year in
Budapest. We wrote articles in scholarly journals, including
the famed REVUE BIBLIQUE of the Ecole Bibligue in Jerusalem.
A book is going to be published next year in the U.S5.A where
scores of presentations have been made from east to west,including
one to the Jesus Seminar at its Fall session in Phoenix, in
1993. A rare find will be presented in the January-February 1995
issue of the Biblical Archaeology Review (all this at our cost).

We would be extremely disappointed, not for ourselves but
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for such a promising site to which we have devoted so much
time, money, sweat and efforts if your Corporation would not
persevere irr its commendable and foresighted decision. Your
definite commitment to this new historical and religious site
(fortunately not controlled by the Church) would sursly be one
of the most productive investments of your Corporation. A guick
reconstruction and official opening would immediately create

a continuing flow of income for years - we could reasonably say
centuries - to come.

Incidentally, if you decide to create a non-denominational
place of worship, I would suggest an open air area (something
like the garden Tomb) or an unobstructive structure in order

to avoid such deterioration of the site as was done at Capernaum.
]

Respectfully yours,

L. ] s i

John . Roussean
Research Associate
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