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HAIM SHAPIRO

HEY don't let you crush the

grapes with your feet any-

more, but grape harvests
still have a specinl atmosphere of
their own. At the same time, pick-
ing grapes is not exactly easy. For
one thing, most wineries today
want their grapes picked in the
early-hours of the moming, while
they are still cool, so that they can
be pressed before fermentation
s2ts in. For another thing, many of
the vines are low, with bunches

mg close to the ground, so

you have to keep bending
over o get 1o them.

In an effort 1o put the romance
back into grape harvests, the
Baron Cellars in Binyamina,
together with the Eden Inn Hotel
in Zichron Ya'scov have came up
with a program of wine picking
for amateurs.

The Baron Cellars are actually
among the first of lsmel's small
quality wine-makers, although its
vineyards date back o | 882, when
Michael and Malkz Tishbi wers
among the Jewish pioneers who
began growing wine grapes with
the support of Baron Edmond de
Rothschild. Like mast of the wine-
growers in Ismel, the Tishbi vine-
yards sold their grapes to the
glants Carmel cooperative until
I9E4, when Yomutun: Tishbi,
Michael and Malka's geeat-grand-

decided to set cul on his own
make his own wing.
ir product has contributed to
the revolution whereby Israeli
wines, which were once despised
by the wine experts, have now
assumed & respectable position in
the world of wine-making.
Assisting Tishbi in this task are his
son, Golan, whose specialty is the
winery's prize-making brandy,
and wine-maker Arye Nesher, a
ial immigrant from Southern
ussia, near the shores of the

Black Sea, izelf a region well-
known for its wines,

The cellars are picturesquely
located at the family home, on the
castern slapes of the Carmel
m‘lgf,unm“rrzn Binyamina and
Zic Ya'acov. There is a small
visitors' center and tasting room,
Behind the tasting room is an open
arbor with rough Jog benches and
tables, It was here that our own
wine harvest experience begun,
with a dinner of home made salads

10 25.08.96

Have a grape time

in Binyamina

and grilled fresh fish, accompa-
nied, of course, by a full salection
of wine.

Pessonally, | am still partial to
the cellar’s Muscat, This is a white
wine made with the most commaon
locally grown grape. It was the
Baron winery which first explait-
ed the potentinl of this ostensibly
plebian grape to produce a fruity
wine with a rich, flowery, bou-
quet.

DESPITE our extended wine-tast-
ing of the evening before, we were
up it 6 am the next moming o we
could go out to pick grapes.

The vineyands were along the

coastal plain west of the Carmel
rnge.
By the time we amived, the sun
was alteady beginning to beat
down on us and Tishbi, along with
his regular hired grape pickers,
had been there far several hours.

I would be difficult to say that
we contributed greatly 10 the
Baron Cellars production, but we
did try, carefully picking the
gripes by hand, discarding Jeaves
and rotien grapes. According lo
Tishbi, this insistence on hand-
picking is a prime faclor in the
quality of the wine

From there it was back to the
vineyard for a hearty breakfast of
salad, home mode cheeses and
labane, and freshly buked pita.

For the general public, the wine-
picking excursions are available
for a minimum of 15 participans.

The program, which includes two
nights at either the Eden Inn or
Havat Habaron hotels, with time
to explore the area around Zichron
Ya'acov, is NIS666 for adults, half
price. for children,

For those who would like 1o visit
the Baron Cellars without partici-
piting in this program, they are
open 1o the public from 8 am 1o 5
pom., Sunday through Thursday, 8
am to 3 p.m. on Friday.

The nearby Carmel Cellars con-
duct guided tours Sunday through
Thursday from 8.30 am to 3 p.m.,
Friday B.30 am to 1230 pm. The
admission js NIS10 for adalts and
NISS5 for childmen,
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Dear resident and visitor,

For many years the streets in our village have remained
unnamed. In order to get around the village one neadad
alther 1o have previous knowledge of the area or gel
aszistance from local residarnts.

The Local Council decided to prepare this map in ordar
to help mail delivery and to assist visitors to our village.
| am cartain that this map will provide the visitor with
the needed information for a plaasant visil,

Zion fadar

Head of Council

e - i
THE BENEDNCTINE MOMNASTERY | CAUSADER CHURCH

The Abu-Ghos® Festival

The vilage hosts two musical fesiivals a year which center
around anclent church music. The festivals fakes place in
the two chiurches which are known for their great beauty and
unigue acoustics, Every year more peopla discover the
fesiival and come to lsten Around the festivals new
commercial ventures have been started, including villagers
who host visitors In thelr home, providing & pastoral,
vilage atmospheare.

AMCIENT YEARIM HILL - GENERAL VIEW NOTHE DAME « AACHE DE L'ALLIANCE MOMNASTERY

Tourism

The village Is undergoing a rapld process of developing
touriem, Around this economic branch, and @s an integral
part of it, five restaurants, wall-known for their fine lood, have
been established, Every Saturday thousands of wisitors
come o relax and anjoy the food in these restaurants.

RECHEATIONAL CAMPGROUND

MEETING THEE / LOCAL MOS0

)

KINDERGARTEN

ABL GHOSH HILL

GENERAL VIEW

& Benjamin Blustein Tel: 04751830, Fax: D4-760619

" 1094 / English Edition  Photos: David Tal

ABU GHOSH - GENERAL VIEW

GHOSH

General

Abu-Ghosh lies some 16 kilometars weast of Jerusalem. It is
borderad on the south by the Jerusalem - Tel Aviv highway,
on the north and east by Kiryat Anavim and Beit Nekola, and
on the west by Ellon. In earlier times it was called Kiryal El
Anav, which means the city of the grape (from which the
neighboring kibbutz takes its namse),

The histonian Edward Robinson identified the village in 1852
as the Biblical Kiryat Ye'arim, His opinion |s shared by mos!
researchers, The Bible says; "And the men of Kiryat-Ye'arm
came, and felchad the Ark of the Covenant. and brought it in
to the house of Abinadab in the hill, and sanctified Eleazar
his son 1o keep the Ark of the Covenant” (1. Samuel, 7, 1)
Durind the Crusader period the village was |dentified as
Amos, where Jesus was revealad fo two passers-by during
one of his three appearances following his resurrection. In
the 12th Century 8 monastery was built, which was
abandoned during the 15ih Gentury. The church has been
wonderfully preserved, its ceilling and Irescos complaialy
intact, During the previous century Frante was given
possession ol the monastery, and in the beginning of this
cenfury the Benedictine order restored the site. The
manastery s inhabited by Benedictine monks fo this day
The village contains another manastery, “Our Lady of tha Ark
of the Covenant”, (Notre Dame de I Arche d' Alllance) situated
at tha top af the hill. Despite the presence of two Christian
monasteries, all the village's residents are Moslem. Abu-
Ghosh's rasidents belong to a single family, with Circassian-
Islamic roots, The family armved from the Caucasus and lived
in the area under the protection of the Turks beginning n
1520, For a long time the family controlled the passageway
Io Jerusalam and under its rule 40 villages, called the Beni
Mazlek tribes, exisied. Everyone going to Jerusalem from the
plains below had to pay a fee fo 1he reglonal administration
During the Memeluk's rule of |srasl the head of the family,
Jaber Abu-Ghosh, was appointed governor of the Jerusalem-
region for a period of ning years

The village elders were invalved in mediating between the
Franch and British govemments and the Citoman govemment
and enjoyed pariculary good relations with the British
govarmment.

Durng the Mandatory period the lamily's leading and gov-
arning position continued but was reduced. From 1521 special
relations were forged between the village siders and the
Jewish Agency and the Jewish underground movements (the
Hagana, "EZEL" and "LEHI"), Over time warm relations wera
forged with the Jewish community, and especially with
Kibbutz Ma'ake HaHamisha and Kiryat Anawvim.

Population

Thie village's population stands at about 5,000, of whom 200
are elderly (aboul 4% of the population). and 1,600 ars
urder 17 {32% of the population)

Education

The village has two =schooks, a primary séhool and a
comprehensive school, In which 1,200 pupils study. Aside
from the traditional subjects. the schools also provide
classes and workshops in coexistence and toleranca. The
vilage receives many visits of students and adults from the
Jawish aducational systam, including those from beyond the
Grean Line
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