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The Gilboa Regional Council was established in 1949,
It extends over an area of 250,000 dunams, with
18,000 residents living in 29 settlements: moshavim,
Arab villages. kibbutzim and communal settlements.

The Council provides services to all of them, in
different and varied spheres: formal and non-formal
education, sanitation, welfare, culture, sport,
infrastructure, security, drainage, transportation and
miore.

The Council building is located near the Ein Harod/
Tel Yosef junction. There are 42 representatives in the
Council plenum,

In the context of the immigration from Russia, there
are now 800 new immigrants living in the Council's
domain, who are studying Hebrew, leaming about the
country, integrating into jobs and

establishing homes,

There is a populational momentum going on in
various areas of theregion: there is a communal
settlement in Nurit; construction for new families is
continuing in the centers of the Ta'anach and in Gan
Ner. These will increase the number of residents in the
COMING years,

Historical Review

The Gilboa mountains and the Harod Valley are
mentioned in the Bible: Gideon readied his army in
Ma'ayan Harod to fight theMidianites, King Saul and
his sons fell in battle on Mount Gilboa while fighung
the Philistines; Jezreel served as the capital of the
kingdom of Israel. Thorough archeological digs have
been conducted in recent years at Tel Jezreel, in an
effort o reconstruct the biblical caty.

In 1921, settlement was renewed in the valley:
members of the Joseph Trumpeldor Work Brigade
settled near Ma'ayan-Harod, from whence the pioneers
left to settle the lands acquired by Joshua Hankin. This
group established kibbutzim Ein Harod and Tel Yosef,
and after them, other settlements were established in
the Nurisregion. These settlements constituted the first
model on which others were established in Isracl.

In the War of Independence (1948), battles were fought
in the valley, on Mount Gilboa and the Yissachar
Heights to repulse thelragi forces that had invaded the
Land of lsrael, in an attempl toensure continuous
contral in the region.

Settlements in the Council
Region

¢ 11 moshavim in the Ta'anach region, most of which
were established in the 1950's by new immigrants:
Avital, Parzon and Meitav (the Yael bloc); Adinim,
Barak and Devorah (the Hever bloc); Nir-Yaffe, Giadish
and M'lea (the Oman bloc). Later on, Ram-On and
Mugen Shaul were also established.

¢ & kibbutzim, most of which were established by
pioneers of the third aliya at the beginning of the

1920's (Ein Harod, Tel Yosef, Geva, Beit Alpha and
Heftziba). Later on, Beit Hashita and Jezreel were
established,

* 3 weteran moshavim: Kfar Yechezkail (1921),
Moledet (1938, in the "Tower and Stockade”
framework) and Ramat Zvi.

* 5 Arab villages, which have been extant for several
hundred years, The three "Zu'abiya" villages - Ne'ura,
Teibeh and Tamra-situated in the northern part of the
Council's domain, and two others - Mukaibla and
Sandala in the southern part. The Arab sector
comprises about one third of the region’s inhabitants.

# 7 communal settlements, Gidona and Gan Ner.

Economy and Employment

Many branches of agricultural operate in the area, and
people occupied in this sphere are making an effort to
diversify crops and achieve a high professional level
and profitable crops. Most common are hothouses for
flowers and vegetables; fish ponds; industrial crops,
field crops, dairy farming and chicken coops.

Many industrial factories have been established on the
area’ s settlements, and those occupied in this sector are
striving to expand markets - in Israel and abroad - to
develop products, to streamline production and
maintain profitability. Many of the residents work
outdside their settlements and earn their livings in the
(ree professions.

The Arab Villages

Recently, there has been a revolution in the sphere
of infrastruc- ture development in the villages: the
mobilization of village committes and residents, and
their willingness to participate in financing the
development work, have given impetus 1o the
matler.

In all the villages, internal road systems have been
completed; new clinics are operating in most of the
villages; a central sewer system has been installed in
Mukaibla; the Arab high school and the new road
paved through Ne'ura and Tamra will acceleraie the
development process. After years in which
development of the Arab village was neglected, this
can be viewed as the beginning of an important and
welcome process.

For its part, the Council is making every effort to
mobilize resources for this effort and hopefully, the
process will continue.

Clearly, however, it is not possible to repair years
of backwardness in just two or three years,

A new arab comprehensive high school has been
opened un 1992: " Achva"-Ne'ura.

The school is located between Neura and Tamra.
Pupils from a arab villages are studying there.

Council Heads

Tuvia Ben-David 1949 - 1960
Meir Lanir 1960 - 1970
Moshe Ben-Zvi 1970 - 1976
Nachum Sarig 1977 - 1984
Avraham Yany  from 1985

. .
Tourist and Scenic Sites
* Museums and historical sites: .
. Shurman House (near Fin Harod) - 2 museum of
the settlement and defense of the region aswiell s
nuture and the way of life in the arca, Several
alternating exhibits are presented in the there
during the year. Tens of thousands of pupils
visit during the year and are instructed and guided
by the museum sl

- The Art Muscum (s Ein Harod) displays
permancat exhibitions (primarily in the sphere of
Judaica) as well as alternating éxhibitions. Onee
every two years, the Bianella is held, which is an
termationi! photography exhibition. 4

- Trumpeldor House (AU Tel Yosef) - exhibits the
history of the "Work Brigade”

- The ancient synagogue at Heftziba, with its
‘extensive mosaic floor depicting the zodiac.

¥ Tourist development sites-The Gideon site, which
contains:

* Ein Harod National Common: large swimming
poul and expanses of shaded picnie lawns.

* Harod Horse Races: horse racing tracks al which
some of the country’s most important mees are.
held in the summer and autumn months

# Hankin House - where u museum will be

established, devoted to the history of the
redemption of the land.

* South of Gidona, at the fool of the mountain, is.
the cemetary containing the graves of the valley's
first settlers. The gravestones themselves provide
an additional dimension to the history of
settlement in the valley.

% The Parkion: a site for fishing and summer events,
betwéen water and palm trees. Gy

# "Pinat Rishonim" - A center in which the
‘begining of the seitling in the area is reconstructed

f e

- Mount Gilboa: is in a continual process of
enable access 1o every part of the mountain, 10 view
the magnificent scenery, with the added convience of

the parking lots that have bee up to accomodate the

sight seers. During the flowering season, thousands
of sight seers visit the mountain, and especially
enjoy the Gilboa iris, which has almost become the
wademark of the mountain and the entire region. An
educational project called the Biblical Village will
begin operating in Nurit, in which research and
classes will be conducted for learning about the
connection between biblical stories and the region.
Para-gliding facilities have recently been opened at
Mount Saul and Mount Barkan. '

Popular Sport

The Council organizes two big popular sports.
evenis each year: the Gilboa March, at the hegining
of the month of March, in which more than 20.000
murchers participate; and the Junus Korczak
“Afifonia”, which takes place at Ma ayan Harod
during the festival of Succoth.
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