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Rabbi Naftall Rnthanhary. Ph.D.
The Van Leer Jerusalem Institute

Subdect: Katzrin Theme Park
November 14, 1996

The following is a more-or-less stream of consciousness recording of my
thoughts at this peint. [ have tried to move a step into concrete
suggestions without regard to formal constralnts.

Basic premises:

1. The Theme Park needs multiple Nodes or Anchors. In our case the
nodes are Talmudic subJlects proljJected cutward to our lifes and time, or
Unilversal sublJects projects inward toward the Talmud as a way of
exnllning it.

2. The background for all the Nodes Is the same: the third century

village.

- 5 Tﬁa budget we have, as well as severe space |imitations at

Katzrin, will prevent us from having multiple physical nodes (le: we
can’t afford to bulld multiple villages), and we must therefore use the
same physical premises to create multiple nodes separated by (a) ti r
by (b) advanced tachnnlngy. .'
4. There Is little additional reconstruction which we can do in the
historic archaelogical vllla?e. because (a) The Antiquities Authority
will not permit It, and (b) It is unethical to do so. These two
statements may seen stranga in light of the fact that we did histroical
restoration In the past, but times have changed, and Israel has recently
adopted the prevalling Western attitude toward preservation and
Erasentatlon of antiquitlies slites.

. The greatest potential for Increasing the number of visitors to
Katzrin lles in 1dantlfzinT the weakest points in the packages offered
by competing sites. | belleve that that this weakness is the lack of
evening and night-time activities. The Talmudic Theme Park can provide
rich uvnnlng and overnight activities within its thematic boundries:
eating, working, studying, experiencing the past. By ulphnsizinf the
evening and nvar~nl?ht packages, the Katzrin Theme Park can ta nto the
"dead space” in ordlinary tour packages without having to combat head-on
t?: severe competition during the day-light hours of historic and nature
sites.

Bit The above leads me to the following preference for developing the
site:

a. The existing village will by-and-large stay as It is, with it
inherent integrity and sanctity.

b. Additional vl?ln e homes, shops, workshops, and other fnclli‘s
not represented in Katzrin today (such as a Mikvah) will be
built adJacent to the existing village. The visitor will not
sense a separation between the villages because of the
landsca In§ and land development which will be done between
them. e Talmudic themes will be spread between both the
anc ient and the reconstructed bulldings.

¢. The different Nodes or anchors will all be created within one

new closed and air-conditioned "Vi lization” building, which
will contain the advanced tﬂchnETE%%%?*HT“frﬁﬂirtTﬁﬁT'%Ightlnl-
and sound, and room for 100-200 visitors at a time. The

bullding will be be different Nodes at different times of the
day (for long visits), or conbinations of Nodes for short
visits. 1 %: into more detall of what | mean later in this
document. is hulldlug will be adJacent to the reconstructed
village and will have the outer and Inner appearance of the one

maJor anclent building t¥ge large enou?h to accomodate
e synag @ Is the ldeal background

grnu?s——the S{nagngue. a?u
or Talmudic themes presented in discussion form.

&
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d. The project must include the possibility of overnight stays and
eating supper and breakfast, all in the genuine environment of
the historical period. To this end there will be a number of
additional village homes constructed for this purpose, as well
as a more ordinary restuaranti(s) provided outside the "village”.
I assume that part of this investment will be from private funds
but completely integrated with the design of the park. This
polnt Is also lllustrated more fully in the following passages.

Havlu% stated some basic Trellsas and preferences, | would now llike to
illustrate more graphically what 1 think should be the sequence of
events visltors would experlience during their time at FPark Katzrin. |

have developed several scenarios for several different types of
visitors. ?hey are only examples——1 have not tried to be comprehensive.
I have arranged my thoughts in column form, with the left side providing
the time-line of the visit and the exper lences, the center colunm
detailing the physical construction needed to "host” the experlences,
and the right column for comments on ownership, managment, and

miscel laneous.

EXPERIENCE PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS ST#T.-

"Adventure Tour -Jewish or Christian:
all ages, families and singles.

18:00. Arrive Park Katzrin with Modern lobby and Private,
&roup. Brief orlentation and Conference room. art of
istribution of materials, otel.

1n¢ludln? a blank Journal. The
Journal Is organlzed b{ subJect In
preparation for the Talmudic
experience, and contains questions
to be answered by the observer.
The recording of the the vislitors
observations during his trip to the
Eu:t is an important element of
assive” participation In what Is
about to happen, and will be used by
the group leader to generate
discussions. Anclent money is
distributed to the participants.

18:30. Visitors retire to their "Village” of 10 houses Private
rooms—cottages modeled on, and mode led on typical

fitted out, as tEpiﬁaI anclent Katzrin house. Each

Katzrin houses. Each cottage has house sleeps 6-8

three rooms on two floors, with ersons in 3 rooms.

hidden hnntln% lighting and A/C, atalog In house

and modern bathroom wings, but describes the items

otherwise looking ancient. which can be purchased

later in the shop.
19:00. A costumed "resident” arrives

and escorts the visitors to dinner Two additional houses Public
at "his”" home. A traditional 3rd fitted out to "entertain”

century meal is served. The guests at broad-table

"res ident” 1s visited by nelighbors with hidden kitchen and

during the meal, as well as by a sanitary wings.

eddler who sells trinkets and
Eousnhnld gnnds. These anclent

res idents talk of village news, and
swap stories with content later to
be linked to the theme of Talmud.
The group guide translates the
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goings-on. The host, it appears, Is
of some importance in the village,
and will attend that very evening a
rather significant meeting at the
Synagogue.

20:30. Visitors return to their
cottages for an after—meal rest,
passing bﬁ a village shop or shops
open for business.

21:00. Visitors reassemble in the
street, as per instructions from
thelir group leaders, ledgers In
hand. brief discussion of
observations to date takes place
before setting off.

<1:10. EverE:na walks towards the
authentic tzrin synagogue and
village to observe the town
meeting. Anclent "residents” also
head In that direction, holding 1it
lamps and other props. The
synagogue Is oil-lamp lit, and
everyone sits on the perimeter
benches. The Village elders and
res ldents discuss n?nrtlnt events,
commerce, taxatlion, legal issues,
health or medical problems,
Bursonnl status. e text for this
meeting” in based on Talmud, and
may change perlodically. The
visltors are observers only, but
they are encouraged by their leader
to take notes in the ledger. The
visitors recognize among the
speakers residents they met at
dinner.

10:30. Back through the village to
the cottages for the night. On the
way back a chance *"unplanned” event
occurs (quarrel, ceremony,
nstroln?yl again conveying Talmudic
material.

06:30. Wake-up.

07:30. Part of the group is
escorted to a home for a 3rd
century breakfast with a host and
morning conversations with
neighbors. The group leader
conducts a discussion based on the
Journal entries. A second part of
the group goes to a crafts or
agricultural area for a "workout”
and a Talmudic “situation”
re-enacted. The groups then
reverse. Both groups pause on
thelr way at the village shops.

(09:00 Optional checkout, souvenir
shop and depart site)

Reconstructed commercial
area of one or two store-—
front shops selling
*aessent lals”

Takes place In the
synagogue In the open
air. live oll lamp
lighting creates the
effect of a closed
building. 1In bad

weather the meeting takes

lace In the "Visualization”

ulldin?, which is
outwardly a copy of the
Synagogua (see balow).

Same two houses
fitted out for food
service noted above.

Modern shop at entrance

Public
Concesslion

Public:
"actors"”
inc lude
kitchen
staff
other

Private




(09:00 Optional visit to the
“Visualization” building, followed
by checkout, souvenir shop and
depart site)

09:00. The gruup unites and returns
to the authentic Katzrin village by
day, visiting the Talmudic house,
the synagogue, and crafts stations
much as I|Is done today, but with the
addlition of the “living village”
atmosphere of live actors. Notes
are taken In the Journal.
Information is stressed in this
visit, rather than the emotlions of
the previous night. Day-trippers
are also In the park.

10:00. The roup Is led back to the
"Visuallzatlon”™ building. Here the
visitors understanding of the
Talmud is incleased in a
more—or—less stralghtforward
educatlion production which can now
be understood based on the
first-hand experiences of the night
before.

11:00. Check out of rooms.

11:30. Souvenir shop, modern
restuarant, or departure to other
sites in the Golan or the north.

*Visualization” bldg: this

structure Is in effect

the central Node of the Park,
changing from hour to hour

its subJlect, based gurhnps

on the Six Orders of the

Ta lmud. *Performances”™ are
20-30 minutes long with the
remaining time open to the

use of Indvidual interactive
devices. Seating is on benches

around the perimeter. Sound
is 360 degrees. ProlJection
ls towards the center. The

building appears ancient, a
copy of the Synn¥ague. but is
actually state—-of-the—-art

Individual Family arriving at 18:00.

18:00. Arrives at park. Discovers
that the park Is closed at this
hour to all but overnight guests
or those with reservations for
dinner and the evening activities.

18:05. Pays for an evening entrance
ticket for each family member, which
includes the dinner.

18:10. Departs sight for Katzrin
city, or passes the time until
dinner at the souvenir shop

19:00. A costumed "resident” arrives
and escorts the visitors to dinner
at "his” home. A traditional 3rd
century meal Is served. The
*res ident” is visited by nelighbors
during the meal, as well as by a

eddler who sells trinkets and
ousehold goods. These anclient

res ildents talk of village news, and
swap stories with content linked to
the theme of Talmud. The host, 1t

appears, Is of some Importance in

Two houses fitted out
for entertaining: see
above




the village, and will attend that
very even nghn rather significant
e

meeting at Synagogue.,
20:30. Individual familles are *Visualization®” building:
escorted to the "Visualization” see above.

bullding. Here the visitors
understanding of the Talmud is
increased In a more-or—less
straightforward education
production which can now be
understood based on the first-hand
exper lences at the evening meal. It
also serves as an introduction to
the events to occur at the town
meeting. The evening program here
Is short—form and wide-ranging,
designed to fill the half-hour
after the meal and before the walk
to the town meeting.

21:10. Everyvone walks towards the In the anclent Synagogue:
authentic Katzrin synagogue and see above.
village to observe the town
meeting. Anclent “residents” also
head in that direction, holding 1it
lamps and other props. The
synagogue Is oll-lamp 1it, and
everyone sits on the perimeter
benches. The Village elders and
residents discuss Igurtant events,
commerce, taxation, legal issues,
health or medical problems,

Euraunul status. e text for this
meeting® In based on Talmud, and
may change perlodically. The
visitors are observers onl;. The
visitors recngglza among the
speakers resldents they met at
dinner.

22:30. Back thrnugh the village to
the park exit. n the way back a
chance "unplanned” event occurs
({quarrel, ceremony nstrulngy}
agaln conveying Tni-udlc material.

23:00. Famlly departs for lodgings
in modern Katzrin.

Individual Family arriving at 12:00

12:00. Purchases entrance ticketis
much as today.

12:05. Proceeds through the
historical Nlla,?av‘I much as today,
meeting “residents” at random, and

stumbling on “chance” events In the
sgnngu ue, on the streets, or in
the existing Talmudic house, all
according to a published schedule
obtainable beforehand or at the
park entrance. Everything is based
on Talmudic literature.




12:50. Continues to the expanded
village consisting of the cottages
for overnight visits (doors
closed), shops (open for business),
two additional houses set up
like today's Talmudic house, and an
a%rlcultur&l area with animals.
Visitor encounters “"Residents” In
traditional dress and activities
which relate Talmudlic sources.

This iIs basically an expansion on
what is at Katzrin today, with more
activity and ogpurtunltlas to
purchse products. Modern money

Is accepted.

13:30. Enters the adJjacent
*Visualization” building. Here the
visitor’s understanding of the
Talmud is increased in a
more—-or—less straightforward
educational production which can
now be understood based on the
first-hand experiences in the
walk-about. e program here is
either short—form and wide-ranging,
covering several Talmudic subJjects
in film, with actors, and with
interactive Individual terminals,
or is partial and extensive,
dealing with only one subJject. In
the latter case there must be
saveral programs which changa
throughout the day. 1 woul
suggest that each program be 20
minutes long, with a twenty minute
E&E between it and the next

5 nwln{' on a different subJlect.

During this gap the interactive

stations, static displays, and live
interaction with "residents” will

be the dominant activity. The

*Visualization®” building is

designed like the original Katzrin
synagogue—a total exterior and
interior reconstruction—— where

hi-tech projection techniques inside
re-create living scenes without
actors or with only limited actors.

14:10. Return to the park entrance,
visit to the souvenir shog. and
roceed with vist to the Golan or
unch in the modern restaurant
outside the ancient area.

Recreatlon of agricul-
tural industry: mostly
static displays, but
including periodic live
activities, such as is

done today. All according
to a published scheduls.
Seasonal variations. The

arglicultural area Iis

somewhat distant from the

village.

Souvenir shop on the
path leading out of the
site: all must pass
through!

Restuarant(s) adJjacent
to the park entrance.

-and-

Public

Public-
concession

Private
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York is one of the UK’s major tourism centres and receives approximately 4.5 million
tourists each year. It is located 200 miles north of London on the main eastern trin
route between London and Edinburgh. This convenient position together with
excellent communication links has helped York develop a role as an important
tourism destination, The city attracts a significant propertion of foreign visitors, in
1995 22% were shown to be overseas visitors. Thesc ars predominantly from
USA/Canads, Australia and Europe, with 4% from other continents, In 1995 York
was 6th in the UK top ten destinations for staying visitors from overseas

York is predominantly a holiday or pleasure trip destination. Visitors come to the city
primarily because of its impressive range of heritage attractions. The city is famous
for its collection of madieval buildings including the spectacular cathedral, city walls
and streets. There are also important Roman and Viking period remains which have
been the focus of major archaeological activity in recent years.

Average visitor spend in 1995 was £26 per day for British visitors and £23 for
overseas.

Visitor Figures for York Attractions 1995

York Minster (Cathedral) 2,000,000
Jorvik Viking Centre 609,000
National Railway Museum 405,107
Castle Mussum 361,017
York Dungeon 135,000
York Ast Gallery 131,056
Yorkshire Museum 120,000
Merchant Adventurers’ Hall 75,000
Archacological Resource Centre 63,000
Richard Il Museum 50,000
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