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FUNCTIONS AND ACTIVITIES

A, The Structure of the Centre

The Settlement Study Centre at the National and
University Institute of Agriculture was established by the
Settlement Department of the Jewish Agency, the Israel

Ministry of Housing and the Department for International
e e
GﬁEﬁEFEtion of the Ministry for Foreign Affﬁé;a. The purpose

{ \ of the Centre Is %to servé as a research and teaching institute
and to deal with problems of settlement planning (rural and
urban).

The Centre is administered by an Executive Board, in
which all the institutions which participate in the financing
of its current activities are represented. These are the
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Housing and the
Settlement Department. The Ministry of Labour and the Ministry
of Agriculture have also expressed their interest and will
probably join the Executive Board as active members. Once every
three months a meeting is held in which the Board is informed
about the activities, the financial situation and the plans of
the Centre. These meetings also serve for determining the
lines of action, the budget and the development policies of the
Centre. The head of the Centre is Dr. Haanan Weitz and the
administrator is Mr. Eliegzer Sarig.

The Executive Board and the Directorate of the National
and Uﬁiversity Institute of Agriculture have nominated a
professional-academic committee, in which the different
professions pertaining to the Centre's activities are
represented. The members of this committee are:

REHOVOT, P.OB, 12, TEL, 9517687 50 ,I2-.7.00.n13in7



Agriculture - Prof. S. Hurwitszs
Agricultural Engineering - Prof. Y. Finkel
Village Planning - Prof. E. Yalan
Regional Planning - Architect A.Glikson
Rural Regional Planning - Mr. Y. H. Landau
Geography - Prof. D. Amiran
Socioclogy - Dr. D. Weintraub
Urban Development and

Urban Scciology - Mr. Y. Tamir
Economics - not appointed yet
Cooperation - Prof. Y. Gelfa t
Comprehensive Rural Planning - Dr. R. Weitsz

The functions of the academic committee are as follows:
1, To direct and co-ordinate the program of studies
in problems relating to urban and rural settlement confronted
by the institutions dealing with development in the course of
their routine work, according to the policies of the Centre's
Executive Board.

2. To serve as an advisory committee for the research
conducted in the Settlement Study Centre, each member in his
own field of interest.

3. To participate together with the Centre's research
team in the committees that review and evaluate the research
works carried out by members of the Centre before they are
submitted for publication. The chairman of such a committee
will always be one of the members of the academic committee.

4, To outline research policy in collaboration with the
Executive Board of the Settlement Study Centre.

il 3



B. Research Activities

The principal objective of the Centre ie to perform
interdisciplinary studies of problems pertaining to regional
development. These studies should help in solving actual
problems on the one hand and contribute towards the
establishment of general basic principles for regional
development throughout the world on the other. To achieve
this goal a research team was appolnted including scholars of
different professions. The head of this team is Dr. R. Weitz,

Because of the diversity of subjects related to
problems of regional development, no rules were established
as yet for the conducting of interdisciplinary studies by

the whole team. Up to this stage the research team has attempted
to form general frameworks within which the specific studies

are carried out and which permit collaboration between the
different disciplines so that the final conclusions may have a
comprehensive significance. S8till, the final goal is to be

able to conduct interdisciplinary studies within one
comprehensive framework.

A list of studies that are being conducted now and
plans for research work to be performed in the near future is
ineluded in the appendix.

C. Teaching
The Settlement Study Centre is designated to act alsc

as a teaching centre for problems of regional development. At
present it serves as host for a two-year advanced course in
comprehensive rural planning, under the auspices of the Hebrew
University in Jerusalem. Members of the Centre teach rural
development in this course. The Centre is considering holding
short-time courses on several subjects relating to regional
planning and comprehensive rural development.

S
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D. Publications

Research work done by members of the Centre or in
collaboration with them is published by the Centre in a
series of publications on problems of regional development.
The first publication has already appeared in Hebrew and in
English, and the second is now in preparation.

E. Other Activities
l. Occasionally the Centre holds symposiums on subjects

connected with the research work done there, in which
professionals from other institutions also take part.

2. Members of the Centre participate in internationsal
meetings according to their field of interest.

3. Members of the Centre act as advisors for problems
of regional planning and comprehensive rural development where
needed. Their activities inelude assistance in the preparation
of advanced courses in regicnal planning in foreign countries
and teaching in such courses. They also serve occcasionally as
consultants in development projects abroad.

4. The Centre maintains a professional library for research

and teaching purposes. A permanent display of maps,photographs
and other demonstrative aids is now being prepared.

Rehovot, May 1966
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APPENDIX

Research Praﬁgam of
the Settlement Study Center

Studies nearing completion
Sociological study in moshavim areas - in charge:Mr. O,

Shapiro.

"Community structure in rural centres - stability and

disintegration". A comparative study based on a general
fremework and including separate analyses of individual
centres and comparative conclusions.

"Skeleton - structure of the regional cooperation

networke."Determination of the principal cooperative
networks in the various areas under study, and the
integration of the moshavim into them, T AT -

Sociological study in kibbutzim areas - in charge: Mr. E.
Cohen.

"Survey of the regional cooperation in kibbutzim areas".

The structure of regional cooperation networks in three

kibbutzim areas:Sha'ar Hanegev, Beit Shean and Yizreel.

3. Environmental study - in charge: Miss R. Weiler.

"The hierarchy of settlements in the Southern region of
Israel as determinated by administrative services".This

study attempts to delineate the areas served by various
government and public agencies. Its purpose is to
examine the extent of centralization of administrative
gservices in certain urban or rural centpres and the
extent of overlapping of their service areas. The data
that are examined in this study are:

./ 6
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a. The types of services.

b. Location of the offices in different levels
(centres or branches, etc.) which provide the
administrative services.

¢. Delineation of service areas.

d. Frequency of utilization of such services (if data

are available) as an index for the part that they
play in the life of the population.

4, Economic study - in charge: Dr. Y. Prion™.
"The Israeli version of rural cooperation". As & result

of a preliminary survey conducted by the research
team, five types of rural centres were tentatively
defined and all the rural centres in the country
were classified according to these definitions. This
classification was based on conditions existing in a
certain period and later proved inadequate because
of changes in those conditions.

This work is an attempt to establish a new method
for the classification of rural centres, based on a
more "dynamie" approach, that is, an approach based
on a study of the characteristics of rural centres
as observed during the course of their development.
The criteria used were determined mostly by the
economic factor.

The processes that characterize the organization
of inter-village cooperation in Israel were studied
in detail. Particular attention was given to the
role that local initiative plays in the expansion of
inter-village cooperation, in'widening its scope of
activity, in creating functional and organizational
differentiation among various types of cooperation
and in consolidating a separate hierarchic system of

# The diagrams will be prepared in collaboration with Prof.

E.

Yalan. -
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rural centres. The possibility of combining the
inter-village and urban hierarchies into one spatial
system while maintaining the special character of
each was also examined. It was shown that a co-
ordination of development as stimulated by "loecal
forces" and as directed "from above" is necessary
to avoid inflation in inter-village enterprises,
the establishment of which is not always essential.
The importance of placing co-operative institutions
and enterprises in their appropriate functicnal
levels was also pointed out.

B, Studies in preparation .

1. Sociological study in moshavim areas - person in charge
not yet appointed.

Further analysis of data collected by the team of
sociologists. Specific subjects have not been defined
yet. Data relates to the development of the rural
centre and changes occurring within it, also to
villages in the various areas and different aspects
of their social structure.

2. Socioclogical study in kibbutzim areas - in charge:
Mr. E. Cohen.

"Study of the regional cooperation in kibbutzim areas".
Following the survey of cooperation patterns in three .
areas, this study examines the relationship existing
between the regional organization and the individual
kibbutz, the attitudes of those that are active in
regional cooperation and those that are active on the

kibbutz level, and the creation of controlling groups
within the regional framework.

sl B
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3. Environmental study - in charge: Miss R. Weller.

a. "The hierarchy of settlements in the southern region
of Israel as determined by commercial services".The
purpose of this study is to trace the connectlons
between rural and urban settliements as concerning
commercial services. In most cases the utilization
of such services is determined by the population
itself and is not dictated by organizational or
administrative institutions; therefore it expresses
the competitive forces coperating in a given area. By
examining the diversity of products bought in certain
urban or rural centres this study can determine the
hierarchy of the settlements. An attempt is made also
to define the factors leading to the creation of such
a hierarchy, whether they are physical-geographic or
demographic-social-organizational in nature.

b. "Comparative analyses of the traffic floWs in a
kibbutzim area and in a moshavim area".

Traffie of passangers and freight in a given area
is a physical expression of the inter-relationship
among the various settlements in the area. The data
collected are : volume of different types of traffie,
composition and destination of passanger traffic.The
comparison will be based upon two surveys: traffic
survey in the area of Beit Shean (already completed)
and traffic survey in a moshavim area in the southern
part of the country (to be performed).

4. Economic study - in charge: Dr. S, Eckstein.
a. "Sorting and packing of vegetables and potatoes".
The purpose of this study is to establish economic

indices for the lccation of regional fauilitiasffor
. 9
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the sorting and packing of vegetables and potatces,
and to study the influence of their dimensions,
activity range and operating methods on the expenses
for sorting and packing per ton (including
transportation to facilities and markets).

The sample selected for this woerk includes regional
potatoes-sorting stations in kibbutzim and moshavim,
in Sha'ar Hanegev, Kiryat Malakhi and Beit Shean, and
regional vegetables-sorting sheds in moshavim only,
in Nehora, Sede David and Even Shmuel.

b. "Regional cooperation for the use of agricultural
machinery".
The purpose of this study is to show what
mechanized production operations will profit from

inter-village (moshav or kibbutz) cooperation, and
what will be the extent of such a profit in optimal
conditions. Operations included in this study are:
mechanized cultivation, spreading of manure, cotton
picking, digging of sugar beets, potatoes and carrots.
The sample comprises of Sha'ar Hanegev, Lakhish,

Beit Shean and Zevulun.

5. Comparative survey of rural regional development
projects throughout the world - in charge: Mr. A. Glikson,
architect.
This survey will cover general aspects of planned
projects and the changes taking place during and
after the implementation stage.

C. Projected studies
1. Sociological study - person in charge not appointed yet.

"The significeance of regional cooperation as seen by
the settlers".

¢ /A0
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— To what extent do the settlers use means and
resources made available to them by the regional
organization.

— Determination of factors that determine the extent
to which the above mentioned means and resources are
used, and of the relation between apparent and
latent functions of the regional cooperation.

- An attempt at forecasting the development prospects
of different types of cooperation, based on the form
in which the settlers participate in them.

This study will be conducted only if the necessary .
staff will be available.

2. Environmental study - in charge: Miss R. Weiler.

a. "Examination of the socio-economic changes expected
in the patterns of regional employment and their
influence on the structure of the region.

Those changes are subject to the influence of:
- PFuture changes in the characteristiecs of the labour

force (demographic features, education, professional
know-how, etc.).

- Demand for industrial enterprises, their scope and
location, especially in the rural area (types of
suitable enterprises and conditions regquired for a
regular maintenance of such enterprises, etc.).

- The attitude of owners of the different enterprises
towards the location of their enterprises and the
use of manpower.

il BL
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The criteria for choosing the sample of settlers
for this study will be: seniority of the settlement,
the location of the village in relation to industrial
centres in the area and origin of the settlers.Sample
of owners of enterprises will also be selected,
according to the type of the enterprise and the
nature of ownership.

b. "The centre as a physical milieu for community life".
The purpose of this study is to learn to what extent
does the physical milieu meet the regquirements posed
by communal life in the rural centre. The study is
concerned with three aspects:

= The physical framework determined by physical planning .
(type of construction, density, etc.).

- The extent of development (paving of roads, sidewalks,
planting of trees, etec.).

-~ Cultivation of privete lots (possession of houses,
maintenance, gardening, etec.).

Some of the data were already collected.

3. Econcmiec study - person in charge not appointed yet.
"Optimal and minimal scope of selected services".
The survey of institutions and facilities supplying
services, the demographic survey that is being
conducted now by the bureau for regional planning
(including a forecast until 1970) and the material
already collected by the sociclogists of the Centre
will serve as background for this study.

o gD
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4. A comparative study of comprehensive rural planning
in various areas - in charge: Dr. R. Weitz and Mrs. L
Applebaum.

The purpose of this study is to examine and
compare development plans for varicus areas under
different conditions. The emphasis will be laid
upon the approach to planning problems and the
methods evolved, mainly in inhabited areas where
accelerated development is required. Specific areas
for study will be selected in the course of the study.
The development plans for Crete, the Keban region in
Turkey and 2-3 other places will probably be included
in the study.
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