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Translation

Svensk Addis Abeba 1980-03-31
Cabinet Stockholm

For B-Department

B 11. Our B 9 1979-06-26 and our B 13 1979-07-25.

For B-Department re Der Sultan Monastery in Jerusalem.

The Ethiopian Ministry for Foreign Affairs has once again
brought up the matter with the Eubassy conceraning the
Ethiopian Orthodox lonastery, Der Sultan, in Jerusalen.
They say they have noticed that a new initiative has been
taken from the Egyptian side to be allowed to take over
the Ethiopian lonastery, initiatives against which the
Ethiopian Government has earlier declared their strong
reservations. They are now woqdering if information
regarding the actual position of the matter could be
obtained through our intermediary. Grateful for the
information tﬁat can possibly be obtained by the Israel

Embassy.

Cabinet
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¥ For B-Department | 7%
b B 11. Our B9 1979-06-26 and our B 13 1979-07-25. }
ﬂ,__ For B-Department re Der Sultan Monastery in Jerusalem. ‘

r The Ethiopian Ministry for Foreign Affairs has once again ]
brought up the matter with the Embassy concerning the e §
e 4 ] »
ke - Ethiopian Orthodox Monastery, Der Sultan, in Jerusalen. bt f—j";

2 They say they have noticed that a new initiative has been |
taken from the Egyptian side to be allowed to take over: : :

- the Ethiopian Monastery, initiatives against which the - A
Ethiopian Government has earlier declared their strong : ? »
reservations. They are now wondering if information ' ;

E: regarding the actual position, of the matter could be ‘ i )

obtalned through our intermediary. Grateful for the ; i

: 1nformation that can possibly be' obtained by the Israel ‘ ' :
Embassy. 5 : ' ‘ :
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HIS EXCELLENCY, THE PRIME # MINISTER MR BEGIN ' ég%é;
JERUSALEM

FOLLOWING OUR YESTERDAY CABLE A NEW INFRINGEMENT OF THE STATUS WE
TOOK PLACE TODAY AFTERNOON IN OUR COPT|C MONASTRY DEIR—EL-SULTAN
BY THE ABYSSINIANS WHO PERFORMED A PROCESSION IN THE COURTYARD
OF THE SAID MONASTRY AGAINST THE STATUS QUE. WE REPEAT OUR USURPED
CHURCHES, RIGHTS AND HOLY PLACES |N _OUR SAID MONASTRY ARE IN
GREAT DANGER. PLEASE PUT AN END TO THIS ILL~TREATMENT OF WHICH
WE HAVE SUFFERED FOR LONG TEN YEARS BY THE IMMEDIATE RESTITUTION
OF OUR USURPED CHURCHES AND KEEPING THE STATUS QUE.

DR. ANBA BASIL10S :
COPTIC ORTHODOX ARCHBISHOP OF THE HOLY SEE OF JERUSALEM
AND THE NEAR EAST.
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{;‘ INSPITE OF THE PREMISES OF THE GOVERNMENT NOT TO ALLOW THE

ABYSSINIANS TO MAKE NEW INFRINGEMENTE OF THE STATUS QUE IN

OUR COPTIC MONASTRY DEIR EL-SULTAN AFTER THE USERPATION AND
INSPITE OF THE LAST WEEK AND THE TODAY PROMISES OF MR.

: ROSSING OF THE RELIGIQUS AFFAIRS , MR. DAVID HENN AND ONE

; OFF ICER, THE ABYSSINIANS BY THE AID OF THE POLICE MADE TODAY

AT 5.P.M, A NEW INFRINGEMENT AGAINST THE STATUS QUE BY
ALLOWING THEIR GUEST TO ENTER OUR SAID MONASTRY AND LEAVE IT

IN CERRMONIAL ENTRY AND LEAVING AGAINST THE STATUS QUE . WHEN
OUR MGNKS TRIED TO PREVENT THIS INFRINGEMENT THE POLICE HIT
THEM AND PUSHED THEM AWAY WITHOUT EVEN TRYING TO KEEP THE
STATUS QUE . THESE REPEATED INFRINGEMENTS AGAINST THE STATUS
QUE IN THE SAID MONASTRY MEANS TO US THAT THE GOVERNMENT DO NOT
WANT TO MAKE ANYTHING AT ALL TO STOP THESE INFRINGEMENTS OR

TO KEEP THE STATUS QUE. WE PRBTEST SEVERELY AGAINST THESE
INFRINGEMENTS AND AGAINST THE ILL-TREATMENT OF THE POLICE
WHICH ALWAYS HAPPENED ESPECAILLY TODAY AFTERNOON. OUR USURPED
1= CHURCHES RIGHTS AND HOLY PLACES IN THE SAID MONASTRY ARE IN

- GREAT DANGER , WE ASKED YOU HUNDREDS OF TIMES FOR THEIR
RESTITUTION HUT IN VAIN, HOW LONG SHALL WE APPLY AND APPLY AGAIN

BY LETTER AND CABLES, SHALL WE USE SELF-HELP AND TAKE THE LAW
IN OUR HANDS
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DR. ANBA BASILIES

COPTIC ORTHODOX ARCHBISHOP OF THE HOLY SEE
OF JERUSALEM AND NEAR EAST .
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T _ /
Q.M. 11§ w 4380
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SR e v -2 Jendalem, April Sthe 1980 .. il

iiis kxcellency
ine Minister of kheligious Aftairs of the Israeli Government,
Jerusalei,

Exceliency,

As Your Excellency knows, His
Holiness and #eatitude the Patriarch of £thio.ia, Abuna
Takla Haimanot, has cowe on an oificial visit to Jerusalea
accompanicd by ithiopisn Arcnbishops, in order to stresgthen
and to give renewcd expression to the historical ties which
unite the Bthiopian Crurch with the Holy (ity.

A prograw for tne visit has Deen
worxed out in detail in agreement witn the Israell authori-
tivse

when His Holiness the Patriarch
on Maggabit 26th, 1372 (april 4th, 1380 in accordance with
the suthorized progres had veen celebrating the soleunity
| of the Crucifixion in the biuiopiun sanctuaries of Ueir es-
Sultan, and at . pelie wanted to leave the Holy Place accoum-
‘ panied by the Lthiopian people and the com unity of the
| mounastery Ly the sane gate through which nis arrival had
| taken plucc, iHis Holiness was hindered by the police from
doing 80, and wes tius lnconvenienced during 42 minutes.
vnly after the cercwony had been

| disturbed by & long dispute and striggle was His Holiness
able $o pass tarough Lhe galtce

We deeply deplore and protest agrniast

that unlawiul act wvhich nus camused unusual and unexpected
inconvenience to lHis Holiness the Patriarch, to their Graceg
the Archbishops, to the faitnful who nhave come frou “thiop
and to the meavers of the Fthiopien coumunity 1o Jerusalem,.

Cces 1o The lead Uffice of ithe Linlopian vrthodox Church
2o Helbe The HMimister of Forelgn Affairs
Se Hetne Ihe Minister of Cuiture
4. The Jerusele. Wemorial Associution of Fihiople
believers

hddis Ababa
le lieke LThe Minister uf Interior Aflairs
e bDeputy Coumander bavid _lgn
Ye dfiv uvistrict Couul-BRoRftcoiR Jerusaiem
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HIS EXCELLENCY THE MINISTER OF INTERIOR AND POLICE é;;;”
JERUSALEM

FOLLOWING OUR YESTERDAY CABLE A NEW INFRINGEMENT OF THE STATUS QUE
TOOK PLACE TODAY AFTERNOON IN OUR COPTIC MONASTRY DEIR—EL-SULTAN
BY THE ABYSSINIANS WHO PERFORMED A PROCESSION IN THE COURTYARD

OF THE SAID MONASTRY AGAINST THE STATUS QUE. WE REPEAT OUR USURPED
CHURCHES, RIGHTS AND HOLY PLACES IN OUR SAID MONASTRY ARE IN

GREAT DANGER. PLEASE PUT AN END TO THIS ILL=TREATMENT OF WHICH

WE HAVE SUFFERED FOR LONG TEN YEARS BY THE IMMEDIATE RESTITUTION
OF OUR USURPED CHURCHES AND KEEPING THE STATUS QUE.

DR. ANBA BASILIOS
COPTIC ORTHODOX ARCHBISHOP OF THE HOLY SEE OF JERUSALEM
AND THE NEAR EAST.
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HIS Ex cEZLEM ¢)) THE m/,ng/a 07'( /,\//E/P,/bfc AND fol/af
JEevsalgm

INSPITE OF THE PREMISES OF THE GOVERNMENT NOT TO ALLOW THE
ABYSSINIANS TO MAKE NEW INFRINGEMENTE OF THE STATUS QUE IN
OUR COPTIC MONASTRY DEIR EL-SULTAN AFTER THE USERPATION AND
INSPITE OF THE LAST WEEK AND THE TODAY PROMISES OF MR.
ROSSING OF THE RELIGIQUS AFFAIRS , MR. DAVID HENN AND ONE
OFF ICER, Tﬂg_5§1§$%g%gﬂg\av<lﬂe AID OF THE POLICE MADE TODAY
AT 5.P.M. A NEW INGEMENT AGAINST THE STATUS QUE BY
ALLOWING THEIR GUEST TO ENTER OUR SAID MONASTRY AND LEAVE IT
IN CERRMONIAL ENTRY AND LEAVING AGAINST THE STATUS QUE . WHEN
OUR MBNKS TRIED TO PREVENT THIS INFRINGEMENT THE POLICE HIT
THEM AND™PUSHED THEM AWAY WITHOUT EVEN TRYING TO KEEP THE
STATUS QUE . THESE REPEATED INFRINGEMENTS AGAINST THE STATUS
QUE IN THE SAID MONASTRY MEANS TO US THAT THE GOVERNMENT DO NOT
WANT TO MAKE ANYTHING AT ALL TO STOP THESE INFRINGEMENTS OR
TO KEEP THE STATUS QUE. WE PRBTEST SEVERELY AGAINST THESE
INFRINGEMENTS AND AGAINST THE ILL-TREATMENT OF THE POLICE
WHICH ALWAYS HAPPENED ESPECAILLY TODAY AFTERNOON. OUR USURPED
CHURCHES RIGHTS AND HOLY PLACES IN THE SAID MONASTRY ARE (N
GREAT DANGER , WE ASKED YOU HUNDREDS OF TIMES FOR THEIR

RESTITUTION HUT IN VAIN. HOW LONG SHALL WE APPLY AND APPLY AGAIN
BY LETTER AND CABLES, SHALL WE USE SELF-HELP AND TAKE THE LAW
IN OUR HANDS

DR. ANBA BASILIES
COPTIC ORTHODOX ARCHBISHOP OF THE HOLY SEE
OF JERUSALEM AND NEAR EAST .
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16 Alvanley Gardens
London NW6 1JD 28th November 1979

Yrofessor ltzhak Zamir
Attorney General
Ministry of Justice
Jerusalen

lsrael

Dear Profecssor Jamr,

A8 prozised 1 am writing today about the dispute
between the Coptic and Ethiopian Churches, Since the facts and tlie
leszal argpumcats,advanced by the parties, are in w.e files, 1 limit
nvself to the essentials of ny submission.

1, ‘Whe present sitvation 1s based on the
interi. urder of the Govermment of 2& March 1971 oy vhicli possession
was lelft to the Liniopians although the Court had decided i1n favour
of t.c¢ Copts. Since this Order was issued no decision on the substantive
rizlits of uie parties bas been made; nor is such desision at
rresent intended. Un the other hand throurheut all these years
the Lthiopiaus were enabled to maintain a possession which tliey had
secured by violence, This state of affairs cannst be considered
as survisiactory,

2, Recently an event has taken place which may open
a way out of this impasse ant provide an epportunity of putting
matters rizht, The Lthiopians, as Landau D mentions in 188/77 p.234,
have overpainted the ancient Coptic and Arabic religious inscriptions
on the walls of the contested chapels with Ethiopian writings. They
were ordered by tlie Police to restore the forwer, but this proved to
be impossible, As far as the relationship betveen the two communities
is concerned,the action of the lLthiopians is an aggravation of t their
seizure of iliec chapels in 1971, DBut in addition it is a violation of the
interim Urder, This Order, by definition, was a temporary measure to be
be replaced,in due course, by a decision on the substantive rights or

0



a settlement bet.een the parties., ‘(he Ithicpians have now anticipated
this decision, and tried to transform their cemporary possession into

& permanent onc., lechuically this way not be "coniempt of Court”

since the linisterial Com:ittee is not a judicial body, Dut iu can

well be described as coutempt of tite l.inister:al Committee and indecd

e frovermment of lsrael, loreover ihe action does net concern a

rinor side—issue, as did a previous dispute hetween e arties about an
olive tree. it concerns, as lLancau DI' says, ihe essence of tie, conflict,
(nmy view ilids coentraventlon camnnoi he passed over or be treated as s
a2 irivial natter and 1 suocii chat i view of w1~ concravention ili¢ 7
wi.ole issue ol ..o interirn urder be jormally be reviewed and appro,riate
mensures be considered,

Je 10 L wind it 1s regreitable that in 1471 w.e 1srael

overic.ent issuec an urder = how ever tewporiry it was intended 1o be -
widei left to an u . ressor the frait of Lis aclici. «wranat ¥ in 1&9/70
& stressed tiwe and agaiy the sasic priuneciple o. israel Law
(. moaody 1s alioved 10 Take Lue luw into uis owi haidse As titings have

ei

EVeIeoPn Sl Ui JIPeSeat Case, .id bufle Tlhelgs € uaas aeen abiriioaed
HE e Ttﬂt?.ﬁJ. a.ods ny elicowrd ¢ ol e 1ihcxjﬁ‘~?ougiicgén;egcv iu
I rove LUuell Po:1TI0N an  mars l.e lidage o israclit /1 osubmat ot erefure
1nat 1.¢ anbrir. . ruer be rescinded ur be brougul 1510 line vih ihe
urcer Joscluie o wi¢ oupreac Louri. duis will vindicaie the principle
o, whiie AT ranagiu - Telers,

L, 1n addition, the proposed action will be in accordance with
1. ¢ internationally accepied principle of naintaing in tie Christian
ol Dlaeces tue SLATS LUt.  This prinedile s een foi.owed by successj;y
roveri.ents ol e country, it owas introduced by t e (tiowans i Tiic
1eth century, lu the 19th century it fouwad internations! reco.nition,
iT ie dmplidt in the lreaty ol saras ( 1¢56), anc explicit in ile Treaty
G Beiiin { 187%) article Liil of whick lays down that "no alteration
can be oede in tiie status uo in the lioly Flaces"., 1n otiier words,
since that iiwme the juriscdiction over substantive rights in lie
Jhiristian i.oly Places Las been suspended by international azreewment.
Lritain,as ..andatory Power, accepied ihe same principle and so did
corcun for the 19 years of uer rule, True,Jordan in 1961 mi.de a
decision on substantive rights in the Coptic~lithiopian onfliewx;
Jut ti.ig decision was canc=lled within a few weeks'anpareutly for the
double reason that it was incompatible with both art 5 of tl.c Palestine
.oly Pluces Order and the maintvenuince o tic status quos




(&}

5. The proposed action is in accordance with both the
princinles of Israel Law and the established international practice
concerning the status quo. I am however net oblivious to the fact
what 1n order to establish peace hetween the parties more 1is
required than correct legal procedures, 1t would indeed be widely
welcomed if after their unconditional reinstavement the Coptie
authorities wouid find a way ©o share in an dCLtpLdble manner the
contested s.nctuaries witflear Ethiopisan dauwgzhter=church. Such
reconciliation rmst be brought about by the concerned religious
comauni vies themselves, lsreel's part in this matver, as 1 see it,
can only be Lo raintain for all order and peace 1n the spirit of
Justice.

O, it conclusion . May add & word on the idmpact of this
issue on the pfoiitical relations between Loypt ant lsrael,
acecording 1o press reports LEgvpt througii  Ler Fereign 'anisier
Cre suires Ghiel., himsel! & Copt, has expressec her interest 56 {50 PR Y
return of tiue scuctuaries; and w.e Copuie latriarch of Alexandria 1s
reporice Lo have  announsed thal no Loptic pllgriae undel bis
|u1Ashxry1un (wiich transcends the vorders of 1. ya ) Wil v s
derusalem "until tue LCepls: are reinstated”

1 a. sending a copy of this letter t¢ 'x. Gouldman, and another
copvyat his request, W I, Daniel Lessing in the Ministry of Keligion
with whom 1 discuss=ed this naiver during uy recent siay 1I Jerusalen,

7 =rall be most interested To lLiear irou yvou,

Sincerely 'ours

Walter Zander
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16 Alvanley Gardens
London NWO6 14D 28th November 1979 =

Yrofessor ltzhak Zamir
Attorney General
Ministry of Justice
Jerusalem

1srael

‘ Dear Professor Zamar,

As promised 1 am writing today about tiie dispute
| between thce Coptic and Ethiopian Churches, Since the facts and the
legal arguments,advanced by tihe parties, are in uie files, I limit .
nvself to the es=entials of rny submission.

i, ‘Whe present sitvation 1s based on the

ipterie urder of the Government of 2& March 1971 oy vhichh possession
was left to the Ltimlopians although the Court had decided i1n favour
of tue Copts. Since this Order was issued no decision on the substantive
riglits of uire parties has been made; nor is such vesision at
vresent intended. Un the other hand througheut all these years
the Lthiopiaus were enabled to maintain a possession wiaich tliey had
sccured by violence., Thisc state of affairs cannst be considered
as survisiactory,

. 2, Recently an event has taken place wuich may open CJ
a way ount of this impasse an! provide an opportunity of putting
matters right., The Cthiopians, as Landau DP mentions in 188/77 p.234,
have overpainted the ancient Coptic and Arabic religious inscriptions
on the walls of the contested chapels with Ethiopian writings. They
were ordered by tlie Police to restoere the former, but this proved to
be impossible, As far as the relationship betveen the two communities
is concerned,the action of the lithiopians is an aggravation of t their ‘
seizure of 1ile chapels in 1971, BDut in addition it is a violation of the
interim Order, This Order, by definition, was a temporary measure to be
be replaced,in due course, by a decision on the substantive rignts or




a settlement bet.een the parties. ‘he Lthiopians have now anticipated
this decision, and tried to (ransform their cemporary possession into

o permanent one, lechuically this way not be "contempt of Court"

since the linisterial Committee is mot a judicial body. Dut it can

well be described as coutempt of tite linister:al Committee and indecd
i fovermuent of Israel, lioreover ihe action does not concern a

pinor side-—issuc, as did a previous dispute between e carties about an
olive tree. it concerns, as lLancau DI' says, thc essence of tie, conflict,
in my view this contravention cannoi he passec over ov be treated as

a irivial natter and 1 suomitv chat i view of wos conravention uilie 7
wiole issue of ... interirn urdey be jormally be reviewed and appro,riate
mensures be considered,

Je 10 i ind il 1s regreitable that in 1971 w.e israel
overie.ent  issued an urder = how evel ieaporery it was intended to be -
t 10 & 4, ressor the .srait of Lis act:ici., wa'Tenat i, in 119/70
L& stressed tiwe and agaidy the wasic priuneciple o. tsrael Lav
Toai. BOw0Gy 1S al.owed 10 Take tae law 1410 Lis 0wl handse A8 titings have

CVEIUIP. Il Lhi DFeSeAT Casey L..id Lusfle TILCigs e uas oeen abauioLed

e TEVEr Ol a.hs LNV enculwra ¢ ulia Ty liecvise 0 _ggp Yiolieuce 1o
S5 2 A

e . vaauStice
.

1L T0Ve LUCIT POs1T100 AR Lals Lot lidage ol istacli' / T“submit v.erefure
<ia: 1.t inbrir. . ruer be cescinded ur be brought 1nie line wiih the

urcer Jhscluie of w.e osuprenc Louri. Jhis will vindicaie the principle

10 whic,. Ajranatn .. refers,

4., 1n addition, the proposed action will be in accordance with
1. ¢ internationally accepted principle  of naintaing in the Christian
ol Dlaces wue JLLUS LUL.  This princiile s heen foilowed by successtjﬁ
covern.ents ol e country. it was introduced by t e (tiouans ia tic
1ith century, 1u the 19th century il fownd international reco. nition,
it ie impliat in the Ireaty ol saras ( 1ch6), anc explicit in ile Treaty
¢! Beriin { 187%) article Liil of whick lays down that "no alicration
cann be mede in the status guo in tue lioly Flaces". 1n otier words,
since that time the jurisdiction over substantive riphts in e
Uhiristian i.oly Places has been suspended by invernatiounal agreenent,
Lriain,as ..andaitory Power, accepied ihe same principle and so did
corcun for the 19 years of uer rule, True,Jordan in 1961 mi.de a
decision on substantive rights in thie Coptice~litiiiopian onfliex;
Jut t.ig decision was cancelled within a few weeks avparently {or the
double reason that it was incompatible with both Art 5 of t..c Palestine
,olv Pluces Order and the maintenance of tic status Quo,

TR,



i

5. The proposed action is in accordance with both the
princinles of Israel Law and the established international practice
concerning the status que. 1 am however not ohlivious to the fact
ihat 1n order to establish peace h(tveen the parties more 1is
required than correct legal procedures, 1t would indeed be widely
welcomed 1f‘ufter their uncounditional reinstavewent the Coptic
authiorities would find a way to share in an nc;«ptuble manner the
contested sinctuaries witflear Ethiopisn daughter=church. Such
reconciliation rmst be brought about by the concerned religious
comgmuni vies themselves, lsreel's part in this matter, as 1 see it,
can only be 1o nainwan for all order and peacc 1in the spirit of
TUETICE .

b, inr conclusion & may add @ word on the dmpact of this
issue on the pfolitical relations between Loypt anu Lsraed,
acecordiny 1o press reports [pvpt througii  Ler Foreign 'anisites
Cre suiros bhial:, hicsel?! & Copt, has expressed her interest in l.c
rerurn of tae scoctuaries; and ti.e Copuic lairiavch of Alexandria 1is
reporice Lo Bave  wnnountes thal no Loptic pllyrivs under L33
JUT;SGlCtiUH (wisicu transcends the borders of Lapii will visit
derusalem "until the Cepis are reanstated’,

1 w. sending a copy of this levter t¢ 'r, Gouldnan, and another
copy,at his request, v 're Daniel Lessing in the Mimistry of keligion
with whom 1 discussed this naiver during wy recent siay ir Jerusalen,

i =hall be most interested To liear irou vou,

sincerdelv ours

Waelty Lostd

Walter Zander
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16 Alvanley Gardens .
London NW6 14D 28th November 1979

Professor ltzhak Zamir
Attorney General
Ministry of Justice
Jerusalew

lsrael

Dear Proiecssor Zamr,

As prouised 1 awm writing today about the dispute
between the Coptic and Ethiopian Churches, Since the facts and tlie
legal arguuments,advanced by ile parties, are in .o files, 1 limit .
nvself to the eszentials of ry submission.

1, 4Yhe present sitvation 1is pased on the
interin urder of the Government of 2& March 1971 uy vhich possession
was left to the Ltniopians although the Court had decided 1n favour
of tie Copus. Since this Order was issued no decision on the substantive
rigzlits of vliee parties bas been madej nor is such cesision at
present intended. oun the other hand throurzhout all these years
thie Lthiopiaus were enabled to maintain a possession which tliey had
secured by violence. This¢ state of affairs cannct be considered

as surisfactory,

2, Recently an event has taken place which may open o . ‘
a way out of this impasse an! provide an opportunity of putting

matters right., The Dthiopians, as Landau DP mentions in 188/77 p.234,

Lhave overpainted the ancient Coptic and Arabic religious inscriptions

on the walls of the contested chapels with Ethiopian writings. They

were ordered by tlie Police tou restore the foruer, but this proved to

be impossible, As far as the relationship betveen the two comnmunities

is concerned,the action of the Lthiopians is an aggravation of t their ‘
seizure of 1he chapels in 1971, But in addition it is a violation of the
interinm Urder, This Order, by definition, was a temporary measure to be

be replaced,in due course, by a decision on the substantive rignts or



a settlement bet.oeen the parties., “he Ithicpians have now anticipated
this decision, and tried to (ransform their cemporary possession into

a permanent one, lechuically this way not be "convempt of Court"

since the linisterial Comuittee is not a judicial body, Dut it can

well bLe described as coutempt of tie linisterial Comittee and indecd
Wie flovernment of Israel, loreover ke action does not concern a

pinor side—issue, as did a previous dispute hetween e jarties about an
olive tree, it concerns, as lancau DI' says, the essence of tne, conflict,
in my view thus contravention camnoi he passed over or oo treated as

a irivial unatter and 1 suobmii chat  ii view of wi- concravention iic 7
wi.ole issue of ..o interir trder be jormally be reviewed and appro,riate
mensures he considered,

e 10 i wind it is regreitable that in 1471 w.e israel

overic.ont  issued an urder = how evel tewpoirLry it vas intended 1o be -
wideh lefit to an ugsressor the Irait of uis acdtivi, asranat Feo  iu 1&9/70
et stressed tiwe and again the sasic principle o¢. israel Law .
Toi. Roundy 1s al.owed 10 Take Lav law into Lis ow: haadse aAs taings have
CVEIUDPL 3L Ui JFeseal Case, vold LLFIC TILCIps e uad aeen abakioncd :
N6 TEVEr-OUe  a.e.he LGY @neOWi ¢ olia s llaeiidsc ;.ougig.}giumucs- i i
10TOVe VAT Pos1T10R AR mars l.e lisge O 1sraeciit /"I submit i.crefure
1..8% 1.¢ inprir. . ruer be cescinded ol be brougmt 1nie line wiidh the
urder shscluie 6f e oupremc Louri. ahis will vindicave the princijple

w0 whici. A-ranat ., refers,

4, 1n addition, the proposed action will be in accordance with
1. ¢ internationally aceepted prineiple  of naintaing in the Christian
ol flaces wue SLATS L. This princiile hus heen foiiowed by success“jﬁ
roverm.ents ol ke country, it was introduced by 1oe (tiouans ia the
1&th century, n tie 16th century it fownd interinational reco.nition,
it ie icpliat in the lreaty oi saris ( 1chUj, anc explicit in ile Treaty
¢i seilin { 187%) article Liil of whick lays down that "no alticration
can be mede in tire status quo in the llely Flaces'". in otiier words,
since that time the jurisdiction over substantive rights in the
vhiristian ..oly Places has been suspended by international agreewment, ‘
Lritaingas ..andatory Power, accepied ihe same principle and so did
corcun for thue 19 years of uer rule, True,Jordan in 1901 mude a
decision on substantive rights in the Coptic~lithiopian onfliev;
Jut tiis decision was cancelled within a few weeks avparently ior the
double reason that it was incompatible with both art 5 of t..c Palestine
.olyv Pluces Order and the mainvenance of tic status quo,

L




Wi

5. The proposed action is in accordance with both the
princinles of Israel Law and the established international practice
concerning the status quo. I am however not oblivious to the fact
ihat 1n order to establish peace hrtueen the parties more is
required than correct legal procedures, 1t would indeed be widely
welconed 1f‘nftcr their unconditional rexnsxubcmeut the Coptic
authorities would find a way t©o share in an ACvatuble manner the
contested s nctuaries witﬂtzr Ethiopinn daughter-church. Such
reconciliation rms: be brourht about by the concerned religious
comauni vies theamselves, l1sreel's part in this matier, as l see it,
can only be 1o raintain for all order and peace in the spirit of
JustTice.

6, in conclusion i mMay add & word on the lapact of this
issue on the pfolitical relations between LIypt ano lsrael,
aecording tu press reports Lrvpt througii  ker Foreign Ministies
BIE: b .,uuxu.. iial:, hicsel! & Cnpt, has expressed her interest in i.c
return of tae scuoctuaries; and w.e Copuic ratriarch of Alexandria 1s
repories te have  wnnounced that no Coptic pilgrims undey Lis
Jurisdietion (wiicu transcends the porders of lgvp:) will vasit
derusalem "until tue Lepis are reanstated”.

w
1

1 ais sending a copy of this levter te ir, Gouldrnan, and another
copyyat his request, 10 I Paniel Lessing in the Mimistry of Leligion
with whom 1 discuss=ed thi: maiter during oy recent stay 11 Jerusalen.,

7 =rall be most interesied to hear from yvou,

Sincersly ours

\I\/M’ 4‘4 ZQ/Z/L/U

walter Zander
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Your Excellency,

In answer to your message to the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of 190th Jasuary 1880, concerning the Churches in Delr-
El-Sultan, I wish to reassure you of the continuous attention of
the Government of Israel to the solution of this problem.

We fexvently hope that the goodwill of all parties directly
involved will assist us in finding an equitable answer to the issue.

I avail myself of this opportunity to convey to your the
expression of my high esteem.

Joseph Ciechanover

His Excellency

Dr. Anba Basilios

Coptic Orthodox Archbishop of
The Holy See of Jerusalem and the
Near East

Jerusalem
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Jerusalem, 7 February 1980

Your Excellency,

In answer to your ruessage to the Minister of Foreign ‘
Affairs of 10th January 1680, concerning the Churches in Deir-
El-Sultan, I wish to reassure you of the continuous attention of
the Government of Israel to the solution of this problem. .

We fervently hope that the goodwill of all parties directly
involved will assist us in finding an equitable answer to the issue.

I'avafl myself of this opportunity to convey to your the
expresasion of my high esteem.

Joseph Ciechanover

His Excellency
Dr. Anba Basilios

Coptic Orthodox Archbishop of ; ]
The Holy See of Jerusalem and the |
Near East

Jerusalem
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i can't go there without the church.

N0 7 9 ) }5)./%7 N nN’E

20 to visit the mosque (laughter),

s

B

GEN. ALY: Yes, he has agreed. Because he told me: you know,

So it seems to be that he will

MR. WEIZMAN: Oh, we will take him to a synagopgue too.

So you are going to Jerusalem?

fer you to

that next month, at the

GEN. GHALY: That is according to the order I got.

“R. WEIZMAN: To so to Jerusalem is not an order but a wish,

Yeu will enjoy it. You will see a very nice city and we will arrange

travel around, anything you want,

e

be

GEN. ALY: Abcut the church, is there anything new?

GEN. S5ION: T have included the written report on the whole

'y, and the last word that I'didn't put into the written report

beginning of March, there is a further

ion of the Minjsterial committee on this dispute.

verv complicated thing because there is a clash between the pelitica:

executive and the judiciary. The High Court couldn't persuade and

Now it is

on the Government to take a decision on this makbter.

sveryene agrees that the Lthiopians have taken awav from the Copts

Al though

chapels that were under the custodianship of the Coptic Church,

the Covermment for manv reasons, probably known to them, couldn't‘

-ake a Jdecision to tell the police to evict the Ethiopians and

nstall the Copts in the chapel.

So the next meeting is going to be at the beginning of March,

2s asked by the lepal advisor to this Ministerial committee

1.
Lae

prians have anything to add to the deliberations thac are

o take place. They are welcome to pas:

it on throush me to



the Ministerial committee.
GEN. ALY:
that everything
GEN. SION: Yes.
GEN. ALY:
and this was mentioned, and that is why
decision that it is Egvptian.

GEN. SION: Yes. The only problem
H

to take a decision on this matter or not.

whether they are right or wrong. But whether the High Court has

But you know there were many committees held,

SO

even the paintings in the church were Egyptian, Copt.

And they were there long before the Ethiopian church

the High Court gave the

So everything was mentioned in the case.

is the legal one, whether the

igh Court decision, whether the High Court can order the government

It is not a question of

the right to force the government to take a decision.

GEN. ALY : That is the legal point.

know, it is the normalization which is starting.

to review the matter from the political
for the normalization we have
in Jerusalem.
MR. WEIZMAN: When was this taken
GEN. SION: In 1970, I think. But
this matter to Dr. Boutrous Ghali.

en this.

He is the head of the Ministerial commission on this subject

But politically, now as we

And I think we have

point of view as well, Because

to give the Egyptians their rights,

over by the Ethiopians?

Dr. Burg has written about

He has written a letter to him

and hovefully they are going to take a decision in March.

HR. WEIZMAN: I have a suggestion,

(‘.‘,

200 says that there will be a decision

sest to help.  Before you go on Friday,

First of all, on what Gen.
in March, I shall do my

I will check again and perhaps
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1 will have more information for you on that. I shall go into it

again, despite the fact that you asked me last time, but they gave me

o

a half-baked answer. In March, I shall definitely help to divert

it from the terrible Ethiopians to the Copts, but I don't want to

promise. I like to promise things that I can fulfill.
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GEN. ALY: Yes, he has agreed. Because he told me: you know,

20 to visit the mosque (laughter).
MR. WEIZMAN: Oh, we will take him to a synagopue too.
So you are going to Jerusalem?

GEN. GHALY: That is according to the order I got.

AR, WEIZMAN: To sc to Jerusalem is not an order but a wish,

fer you to travel around, anything you want,

GEN. ALY: Abocut the church, is there anything new?

GEN. 5ION: I have included the written report on the whole
story, and the last word that Ididn't put into the written report
next month, at the beginning of March, there is a further

session of the Ministerial committee on this dispute. Now it is

n

pd

(6}

cutive and the judiciary. The High Court couldn't persuade and

impose on the Covernment to take a decision on this matter. Although

ecvervone anrees that the Ethiopians have talken awav from the Copts

the chapels that were under the custodianship of the Coptic Church,

Voot e

bat the Covernment for many reasons, probably known to them, couldn't.

take a decision to tell the police to evict the Ethiopians and
install the Copts in the chapel.

So the next meeting is going to be at the beginning of March,

and 1T was asked by the lepal advisor to this Ministerial committee
The Larprians have anything to add to the deliberations thac are
veint to take place. They are welcome to pass it on throush me to

5

i1 can't go there without the church. So it seems to be that he will

Yeu will enjoy it., You will see a very nice city and we will arrange

very complicated thing because there is a clash between the politica:




the Ministerial committee.

GEN. ALY: But you know there were many committees held, so

that everything even the Paintings in the church were Egyptian, Copt.

GEN. SION: VYes.

GEN. ALY: And they were there long before the Ethiopian church

and this was mentioned, and that is why the High Court gave the

decision that it is Egyptian. So everything was mentioned in the case,

GEN. SION: Yes. The only problem is the legal one, whether the

iligh Court decision, whether the High Court can order the government

to take a decision on this matter Or not. It is not a question of

whether they are right or wrong. But whether the High Court has .

the right to force the government to take a decision.

GEN. ALY : That is the legal point. But politically, now as we

xnow, it is the normalization which is starting. And I think we have

to review the matter from the political point of view as well. Because

for the normalization we have to give the Egyptians their rights,

in Jerusalemn.

MR. WEIZMAN: When was this taken over by the Ethiopians?

GEN. SION: In 1970, I think. But Dr. Burg has written about

this matter to Dr. Boutrous Ghali. He has written a letter to him

on this. ‘He ‘is the head of the Ministerial commission on this subject,

and hopefully they are going to take a decision in March.

MR. WEIZMAN: I have a suggestion. First of all, on what Gen.

“ion says that there will be a decision in March, I shall do my

uest to help. Before vou go

on Friday, I will check again and perhaps
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1 will have more information for you on that. I shall go into it

again, despite the fact that you asked me last time, but they gave me
a half-baked answer. In March, I shall definitely help to divert

it from the terrible Ethiopians to the Copts, but I don't want to

promise. I like to promise things that I can sulfill.
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Jerusalem, September 25, 1979

Dr. Boutros Boutros Ghali
Minister of State for Foreign Affaips

Cairo, nggt

Dear Dr. Ghali,

In p‘érsuance of our talks I have Tooked into the question ‘
of Deir E] Sultan. The following is a description of the present state {}
of affairs:

that with good-will and understanding it will indeed be possible to
settie the dispute. -




2)The Coptic Archbishop has requested that he be allowed to cross the
borders in his car (at the Jordan River border crossing and at E1-Arish).
This request is presently being examined 1n the Defence Ministry. Meanwhile

all appropriate arrangements are made to facilitate his crossing at the
Allenby Bridge.

3) The Israel Ministry of the Interfor will continue as in the past to
honour requests of the Coptic Archbishop for entry permits for Coptic Ministers
from Egynt to serve the Coptic community 1n Israel.

I am sure you will agree, Dr, Ghalf, that the matter of the réghts

and status of the Coptic Church in Israa] 1s certainly receiving adequate
attention. '

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Or. Joseph Burg
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OF JERUSALEM & THE NEAR EAST
——Pm———
JERUsALEM ( oLp crTy )
TEL. 282343 ; 284405 = P, 0. B, 14006

CABLRE ¢ PACOPTy; JERUSALEM

14 / 1/ 1980 ,

<O ———

His Lkxcellency , .

The FPrime JMinieter,lir.li, Begin ,

Jerusalem ,

@

Your uxcellency ,

In reference to our previous correspondence concerning the
unjust aggression that belell our Holy Zlaces in our Coptic Monastry Deir-
Zl-5Sultan, Jerusalem, we would like to draw Your Lxcellency's attention to
the f21lowing -

1~ Lhe seild aggression still existe inspite of the decision of the High

of Justice No. 109/70 , datea 16/3/1971 , which condemned this aggre
and ordered the Minister of Polide to restore the usurped Coptie Church

o

o -
2= Your uxcellency know guite well that this eaid aggression ie not only
ggainet Justice but also ageingt the Status Quo that =t1i1l exiets in the Hol

Places and which the Government has promised in front of all the Heede of
Religions and Communities on ite first entering the 0ld City after the 1967
War to cafe guard and proteet. It is clear that Deir-El-Sultan llonzstry is
subject to the Status Quo in the Holy Places. The Stetus Quo in our ssid
Monastry has been kept and safe guarded until the Eve of the seid aggres
the 25th April 1970 , which was due to political reasons and pressure agasinst
us the Zgyptian Copts as was mentioned in the decision of the Migh Court of
Justice No 186/77 , dated 9/1/1979 .

3~ We wrote to Your lixcellency many times especislly after the signing of the
Peace Treaty explaining that after this treaty there is no place for politie=-
al pressures againet the ligyptisn Copts . In syjtc of Your Promise in your
letters dated 14th Oct,1977 , 15th Jan.1978 that the CGovermment is going to

m
m
e
Q
=

-
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remove this aggression nothing has been done till now . ‘.

4— Your lxcellency are well aware that we cannot wait any longer for the
restitution of our usurped Holy Churches that caused , as we have mentioned

4

in our previous letters to Your Excellency, the delaying of our Religious ‘

services, feasts celebrations , receptions and the coming of our pilgrims.
Therefore , we are writing again te Your kxcellency asking for the restitut-
jon of our usurped Holy Churches in our Coptic ionastry “eir-Ll-Sultan ,
otherwise, we will be obliged to take other steps .

We still have hope that Your Excellency will put an end to this aggreces=-
ion that has lasted Tor nearly 10 years, by the restitution of our usurpse
Holy Churches , keeping and cale guarding the Statug Quo in our Monastry

Deir-tl-Sultan as’ in tThe oivher ifloly FPlaces .
D4

.».! irs Falt m
CRaee = ?\
7 t“/

Dr. Anba nasilios

Coptie Orthodox Archbishop of the

Holy See of Jerusglem and the Wear East .

csviis Excellency , linister of Interior and Police Jerusalem .
His Excellency , Minister of Foreign Affairs , Jerusalem .
His Excellency , lMinister of Justice , Jerusalem .

His Excellency , Minister of Religious Affairs , Jerucalem .
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Jerusalem, September 25, 1979

Dr. Boutros Boutros Ghali
Mingster of State for foreign Affairs
Cairo, Egypt

Dear Dr. Bhali,

In persuance of your inquiries I have looked into the question .

of Dedr E1 Sultan. The following is a description of the present state of
affairs:

A.

. 8o it's effort to protect and preserve the holy places, the Israel government .

The Israel government is continuing it's efforts to bring the long-standing
dispute between the Coptic and the Ethiopian Churches to an agreed conclusion.
The Israel government respects both parties to the dispute and recognises
their common source and rich history. The Israel government is convinced
that with good-will and understanding it will indeed be possible to settle
the dispute.

The Israel government endeavours to prevent any contravention of the status-
quo in the disputed area of Deir E1 Sultan. The right of access is assured
to all, including to members of the Coptic Church. In recent years each

and every complaint regarding the status quo which had been lodged by the
Coptic Archbishop has been thoroughty investigated. The Ethiopian Church
has been prevented from executing any repairs, renovations or changes in

the sections of the church which are in their hands.

has undertaken all essential repairs at Deir E1 Sultan. Presently the
Chagel of Saint Michael (the lower of the two chapels in the disputed area)
is in urgent need of repair. The Israel government intends to undertake
this repair, at its expense, and in such a manner so as not to jeoperdize
the interests of either pargy to the dispute.

The Israel Ministey of Religions maintains an excellent working relationship
with the Coptic community in Israel, and with the Coptic Archbishop, Dr.
Arba Basilions. The Ministey has attempted to assit the Coptic community

in every possible way. A few examples might illustrate this point:

1) A few months ago the Coptic Archbishop requested that the duty for his
new Mercedes car be covered by the Ministry of Religions. In the framework
of the existing arrangements with Christian cormunities, the Religions
Ministey was able to cover the duty of 1,100,000 Israel Pounds. (*$36,000)

2) The Coptic Archbishop has requested that he be allowed to cross the
borders in his car (at the Jordan River borddr crossing and at E1-Arish).
This request is presently being examéned in the Defence Ministry. Meanwhile
all appropriate arrangements are made to facilitate his his crossing
at the Allenby Bridge.




3) The Israel Ministey of the Interior will continue as in the past
honour requests of the Coptic Archbishop for entry permits for Coptic Ministers
from Egypt to serve the Coptic community in Israel.

I'm sure you will agree, Dr. Ghali, that the matter of the rights and
{ statusiof the Coptic Church in Israel is certainly receiving adequate
attention.

‘ With best wishes, ‘

Yours,sincerely,

Dr. Joseph Burg
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Jerusalem, September 25, 1979

Dr. Boutros Boutros Ghali
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs

Cairo, Egypt

Dear Dr. Ghali,

In persuance of our talks I have looked into the question

of Deir E1 Sultan. The following is a description of the present state
of affairs:

A.

The Israel Government is continuing 1t's efforts to bring the long-standing
dispute between the Coptic and the Ethiopian Churches to an agreed conclusion.
The .srael Government respects both parties to the dispute and recognises
their common source and rech history. The Israel Government is convinced
that with good-will and understanding it will indeed be possible to

settle the dispute.

The Israel Government endeavours to prevent any contravention of the
status-quo in the disputed area of Deir El Sultan. The right of access

is assured to all, and naturally to members of the Coptic Church.

In recent years each and every complaint regarding the status quo which

had been lodged by the Coptic Archbishop has been thoroughly investigated.

The Ethiopian Church has been prevented from executing any renovations

or changes in the sections of the church which are in their hands. y

In 1t's effort to protect and preserve the holy places, the Israel
Government has undertaken all essential repairs at Deir E1 Sultan.
Presently the Chapel of Saint Michael (the lower of the two chapels in
the disputed areag is in urgent need of repair. The Israel Government
intends to undertake this repair, at its expense, and in such a2 manner
so as not to jeopardize the interests of either pary to the dispute.

The Israel Ministry of Religions maintains an excellent working relationship
with the Coptic community in Israel, and with the Coptic Archbishop,
Dr. Arba Basilions. The Ministry has attempted to assist the Coptic
community in every possible way. Afew examples might illustrate this point:

1) 1) A few months ago,the Coptic Archbishop requested that the duty
for his new Mercedes car be covered by the Ministry of Religions.
In the framework of the existing arrangements with Christian communities,
the Religions Ministry was able to cover the duty of 1,100,000 Israel
Pounds (+$36,000).



2)The Coptic Archbishop has requested that he be allowed to cross the
borders in his car (at the Jordan River border crossing and at El-Arish).
This request is presently being examined in the Defence Ministry. Meanwhile

all appropriate arrangements are made to facilitate his crossing at the
Allenby Bridge.

3) The Israel Ministry of the Interior will continue as in the past to
honour requests of the Coptic Archbishop for entry permits for Coptic Ministers
from Egypt to serve the Coptic community in Israel. ‘

I am sure you will agree, Dr. Ghali, that the matter of the réghts
and st?tus of the Coptic Church in Israel 1s certainly receiving adequate
attention.

{ith best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Joseph Burg




9l
S
g
DIRECTOR GENERAL > 4 IX 970 I \ws3h Mnann
n:.r:“l.i:’i\f_.?:‘nzuelous AFFAIRS TGN £ nnIn vyvn
1149 - 2 5o 00 whe | s -‘J
»"wn »7wn ‘1 ,a"a ' P T

1979 ="2nvsooa 24

023197 W: YK
2®HIP=DI’NAXA 102°07 (°3¥? Dwa nIy1 M

| ninin awn Y"21n ,%9°% . :nxp

SUHIP="D1>NRA_7102°01 373y3 0°7%» %w %yi1p3 yIinn w bw In®31s :71173n

Tpon 1% y°xa%? 21317297 ,"72»wHoa 21 °Cwew D172 JITIY DY n2119%va Cnncw? qwana
=2D1 AR 102707 173V XDA TIAA WY Jn2wna navyab XID CnyItw ni1p3
t120D1p

X22°% DA”372 DODI12 T17ND 771127 0?TIXA DR PIaA? A°X2KD2 A2°woHn PROW? nbhvon WX
NIP°NYA N1?D3I27 "NW DR NT222 A2w220 .A3W AXD2 ON1? wd3a AT J102°0% yp
.1%19¥9 /IN°w %® 72717 7777100771 RNIWD 1IpD (AP WK 1PRA
nxX 2w°% n1°03127 *nw Pw (n%1272 NYT90 A33071 219 11X 0YW NYIDIwnd abwaan
.1773%2w 103707

®13°% IX Aay?a5 %2 ¥I13I2Y nINIA 17@2 nIyIaxa YXw* nbwan nYyis® ,nRT 0y IAY .2
023w ,DIP2Y R VDIPA ATYA 232 YV AW?AN NIDT DR n2van%l navaan o01p2a
n99a 7123¥2 ?20DIPA /IVW?272RA 2w 73a%n Y22 12 nIna w2 Y¥9°0 nNI13I1nRA
D2213°% IR D?31p?N YXa% N’DINRA ATYAD AY3II2 abwoon .07p22 11p DIvVOA
.07° %y D pInIda 0°pvna onw?o

NIYIDR2 NYXA» 0°WI1Tpa NI2P2A 29 112w anta~ann IR abwaas 71y1 nxr .2
nnx) wiTpn Px2°» w'y abeopn 2ax» ,NyYD .DIPR2 73170 11PN YD nInIn Iwn
f372wn %y pDipoan AR (ph% abws2an niiioal 117? 131°a (110:’02 ni?spn >nwd
«7102°0% X AR %W 1°n171572 yasn xHYw n11%21

URT 0OY1 YIR2 NPUDIPA ATYA OY D?2100 D0RA %Y 12wy I79p2 NINTA TR .7
977 222 aIya wxI? 270 07%7nws 13K .01°%702 X23IR T n1wCav2aRA AIyn .
$71MRA J2TA2 NIRDAIT D02 (%A% .nva@ex

020727 MR NI02Y AWPIA 2VDIPA JIV2?IIRA 13?YR 731D 8 wiIm qvon v319% (1
n1Tyan 2w 0°0°» 210°2% M20R7 NIAD2A L IWIA?WY AWIA 0T0T2 RY31132 Yy
«? 1,100,000 qo2 p20?» 7AD?21 INWPaAY TIWAA AIYI NI12II1IN

5192273787 Y% Inwpa? n1iya% (n’1 0K [IAVAA 22711 0Y Nyd pi13a Tiwan (2
IW2R Aw1Y ,0°7Nn1%2 L,W?Ay=2R? 171 777°% 14 10231222 112y% CudIpa
»?321%X wWa2 172y2 NY2 [10?2°27RA Yy YpaY (nqv2w D217 D?I1770
«(11732 02393 7w ni127yna% oip2 w>)




DIRECTOR GENERAL *$%an Ynann

MINISTRY OF RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS

JERUSALEM " ISRAEL

nnyn vien

K22a% 2©2IpA /IW?2°IIRA 2w Awpa YD 7252 nInTa Twa nxbana ov39a wn (3
LYRW2 A7ya AR NOWY nT=°370 D2%oD

BRI 3 : 3

(_—___’-—
?9°% .»
*%%9n Ynann




o
St

nYvnnn mi1ramn

T80

nyY*n 9“0
917NR=-7U91PN TI0ODN 173y 079U NTYY NAYYD
13.8.79 - v"%wn ara 'D> ,'a oy?
(nbwnnh n1v5Tha ,09.00 hywa)
NYI70350 Y YURY by DYADA LY DINTH TWD NI

n?s1InRN hndwnh 1pra

e B

(R

(a

(a




aYwvnnn niaaTn

NNy

A I e % o it 1o
7091P-78170RN 710500 1?73yY DYWA hTYI haYw?
13.8.79 ~ v"b5wn ara 's

0’03 .n ,7M1? - 2793 .7 DYwWA DY) ?hah hoa

| Nnh LYo, T SRIRNMAR R S D2AWR DTYY C79aR 1T

nanTn T9wn L *5%5n Shann - 58°5
vinn Tawn - 20998 LT
N12Tnn VY5pasH 9753 a0 - MmTH1a T
05197 nrvry - 5y9q0%0 1
02390 TWNn - R?35 2
07350 TwWn - Y2
02390 W novwH - 10V A
07190 TWn - nvo'w LN
nHvnna 1*5tnd hawnn - 973 ,n .

10170 770
ny?03150 2hw oy oryann .2
n?9%70K8" nnwnh 1apa L3

D?9%¥n 5v yin 2123y5 na12Tnn W Oy 02380 W nhYw L4

02547 2 nT Sipiviaea




nY1?2015n v OY D?yann

nivm ,(30,1,79) v'"Swn vava fa 0Yn 0Y9YA DTYY nobhnb qwnha
170131703 Yy D170a50 hW OY 1°Yan %Y nanTn Twn 5w 25550 Shann
,N173T0 2T7h IR2and

232% nb20h DAYY YI1aph nr0oIpn N70350 WRID YI¥A nNIAnTh Twn 5''san
,ANNTA 10Yy¥N IR L INTY

N?9170RN hhYnn 11pa

LN791°0KRN nhbwnn 9192 5y hiiTn 02380 W
D10 1981 Divya wabw anbyn nroirnxn nnbwnn

.Nayasn ,0%3y10 on 302 nY?aoTh 39 wewnn (R
L0510-58-9%92 nr0a5n WAR ?71an 9w (A
n1%0pn 20w naph Yapn (O

,7078R LT, 10TH9a .7 ATAY 0703 ,nY AN1a .7 07°Wh 0Yohnun 11073
299000 L3 taamy H9vh L ,nbw R

:020250n

niboapn *nwa napnn ayn Sy nbunnn oyvn noIN oTann Yw nyT hiin baph LR
: ' ,N31pO RN DIYAITIN DYAdON
2230 Ypnn Yaxab panTA TR ARTY L, 21970 130 1pha 75 Yaph ayTa hith oR

AR RY¥N71 J0HI0-9R-97T72 D29AnN PRAND DY PO 1Y nshTh Twn LA
,079vn nTYIh 17R¥nNN

029¥0 SV yIn 7171)% N3YTH0 W Oy D397 W hhow

,079¥n 5¥ yin 73°3y% naInh AW oYy Ynhw Y hiiTn 0239h w
L0810 DY YV havn 3733 L, 75K2 01ILIA N

nHyaj NERUER




TYa nawvy-omraan 1ivn R
MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR Q

MINISTER'S OFFICE i ,)
\ O
el
SKEDD 5
v''hen aka ' Lb0rhvNyr L aMa f;7 ;

1979 voIAINI 8 ik

LHvEmn URY howd Yhan LIRvrTR LY T BR

L75970RDM Y0350 nhben 1 q1T7an

NY8%2 080 ATC3oND hndun oraan W Savp 3.8.79 nhva
LR AhAY WK

ARISYY 175 07R T0nY 2712 'm Ppra hhduna URY
.8"YMN DYAnSRA AR 1Y5R ayah 101 ,nduenn wrYY anbe

,iopaa

1900 YA
“en hovdh Shan




O yopiC

o"bun axa v
1979 vo13aIR2 8

188/77 2"aa

+APUn2Y DDA FYIM PR

IVIRIWI PV OWIAM INTYID - DIVARA - VDIPA TI0ION (YVIA
aPUond wET PR UL pR
31.779 D12 JaN3D 7 D O

770203 Y¥ NIPDIAN DSWA RIYV YU AW 0IIV ORI ,VAPT? o1
« 2% "NR=-2YDIPA

2IUNY ,ATYIA P AIVWMRA 3000 TRD 0OWIA VU2 WY 1570 48
nYBuUn DIRY D3YUI AYUDDR 20 YPpRIR X2V ,mPyD PV 0In°0 m2ab
« 770202

2P X137 DINTT W2 YY 0YWS A%y AYUA AIVTMRA INACWeR &3
NYTIN 3330 7YY yraab wTIna 11°03 MIUYYY NIY03AN Yhv QY B%AT2
OUR O NTYIV RYD L0O0%2 JVIMB hawsw nRYpY ovpna nin by
LINMDRD auYnan YyIZT®IA2 A0y a2 NINTa TWo2

710205 XWI3 BR avya PRI DI W2A PIAA W A0 %D A0 WIRN o4
Oy DYID7 W WD ,1VIEA SUW 23%3 L,I2Y 1'MIWIAD2 0YIBT W *imd

Y9 NIVT IYDU® DYWS RIYI ANV WID LFDINRD T%0IIN YURW nNWD
7R OYyan

YU S31MREG AC3DT DR ATYIN YIDI RYAA? @2 WBR ANIDTITH ARIR2 5
« PUBI PR HIWAIIRT

NA%Y® %3 %3n YIRY 01NN W RNIWY 2532 Oy 1%3vR 2y Snanw o6
«21P2 1ATIRD DYWA Yy YW

/ 3 1
I\

f "'.f .‘ 1’1 d ¢ Tl
/ TPDIN71°2 D17 apnon Ynan
AR 1 nM22Pna

[ //’
/ v ’

,0%397 W Rov? Pa3n W0 WPl W IpRYa [///




cQ{ His Excellency,the Minister of Justice ,

' |
Q\'N:'XHC B, i i

& Aan '\l 4070 {

B B YAl ;

U’Q\US SN L Us S \ |

VEeoN v 0P — YAEE o0 ¢ YAYYEY Ol
oradl ¢ Ll :(-_5)5

—oWE

r\ﬂ (
SN \

THE COPTIC ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE

OF JERUSALEM & THE NEAR EAST
——@——

JERUSALEM ( oLp Ccrry )
TEL. 282343 ., 284405 = P. 0. B. 14006

CABLE o PACOPY; JERUSALEM

Wi g 26 / 4 / 1979 ,

His Excellency ,
The Minister of Religious Affaire,
Jerusalem ,

Your LExcellency ,

We very much regret to inform you that a new infringe-
ment of the Status Quo has been undertaken in our Coptic Monastry Deir-kl-
Sultan by the Abyssinians .

Today, our Coptic Priest who resides there saw them trying
to change the wooden frame of the door under his own yoom in the monastry
by a new one . The labourer whe was working left the monasiry when he saw
our priest , We believe that they are trying to do this stealthily either
at night or to prepare it outeide and put it Auring the night.

We ask you to take an immediate action to prevent them from ‘
doing thie infringement or any other thing against the Status Quo in our
sald monastry .

Awaiting your reply .

____Yours Fsithfully"
><w{—~ C g sl P Y,

wDr. Anba Bagilios

Coptic Orthodox Archbishop of

His Excellency, the Minister of Interior and Police ,
His Excellency , the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
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THE COPTIC ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE

OF JERUSALEM & THE NEAR EAST
—— D Q———

JERUSALEM ( oLD crvy )
TEL. 282343 , 284405 = v, 0. B. 14006

CABLE | PACOPT, JERUSALEM 27 /3/197‘3 »

wis kxeellency,

&r, israel Lippel ,

Pirector General ,

Hinistry of leliglous Aflaire ,
Jerusalem

Jour ixcellency .,

In reference to your letter of December 1578 which we
have received on 28/12/1978 , we would like %o submit %o your nxeelleney
the following t-
1= vur letter of 25 September 1978 to i sxeeilency the Frime dinicter
to which you have anewered by your above mentioned letter wae not denliing
only by the ehenging of the Uopiic inseriptions in our usurped Chuxches in
deir-il-vultan Coptic lounmstry but slso with the unjust sgeresaion ivseld
which as you know clearly had befell cur Holy Pluces on 2%th April 1970,
“e asked die Lxeellency ,lie rrime iinlster in our mentioned letter ss in .
our previous letter: to remuve thias sggrension by restoring $0 ue our
usurped iloly Places. Witlh great regret we claxify hereby thet you have
neglected this most important uwtier which remaired without a selution
uniil now,

2= Concerning what you wentioned i your letter taas your zninistiry saw to
the removel of the sihicpian inseriptiona ,we would like to draw your att-
ention tc the Iact thai you did not wee to the restiiution of the Coptic
inseriptions beck in ive plmce Till now. You, #¢ we think.know that your
Job 1¢ to keep snmd vafeguard the @tatue Quo . o you think that you have
fulrilled your task in keeping and safegusrding the Ytatus Guo by only
removing the Lthicopian inscriptions ¥ ¥e think ihat your task in this sub-
Ject cennot be fulfilled without restoring the Coptic inseriptions in ite
plece. Lo we hereby , sgain, ask to restore inmediately the Coptie ieserip-
tions and let us know that in order to invemtigate into the matter oure
relves,

3= In your letter you 6id not infors ue ebout what you did concarning the
removal of the wost unclent Copiic leons from ocur Churches Sherein y the

oo/o
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satter which we whote to you mbout im our caile of 26%th Jen.1978 snd letiers

of dune 26,1378 and Se, desber 251k 1378 . shese icons are of great value

not only in Whelr prace wut glse veceruve they repgresent an important part

of the Coptie inberitance in the Holy ¥lacews . Zhe renoval of any of these
loons iz a great infringement of the ttadus Quo . fe again mek the removel ..
of the mew lcons whioh the Abyseinians put in our Churches in Deir-il-

Sulten and the restiftutlion o1 our leony seeording to the Status Yuo . You
¢an clearly #ee this removal of our Ioons by looking at the 15 pletures we
have cent to your ninistry irmmediately alter Jie paG aggreveion of the 25th
April 1970 , attached %o our leiter oi 29/4/1977¢ and compare them with the
present situation . In cur mentioned lesier of 29/4/1970 we warned you that
yoa will be held responsible for any change, danege or loss of any of owr
Holy icons , objeets and Coptiec inheritance in our eaid ehurehes. Lon't you
believe that the removal of these Igonz and Holy anclent objects is a great
1oss not only for uws god our Church Wit else Tor humanity and history record
Yo #4111l sre waiving for the rectitution of theee loone and all our doly
nbjeots inte their places as tuey were vefore the sggression and as you ocan
sce in the mentioncd 15 pictures attached to cur lellex dated 20 /8/1970 .
4= %e again akk you to deal Jjustliy in lhe aggression of 25th April 1970 on
Deire-Bl-fulten snd rectore to ue our weurped Chuechez, By thie cnly you can
#ulfil your tesk in keepling and sateguerding the Statur (uo in the Hely Flac
which the lerseli Government ac we¢ heve mentioned ip our nuserous letters
promised to safegusrd and protect . This 14 our wein problem which you
should cere 0 remove .

$- We know that thins agarecsion of April 25th 197U wae a result of polite-
joal prescure a: we have menticned in our previous letters and as 1t be-
came obvious in the decision of the digh Court of Justice ,Jeruaalcm ’

Ho. 186/77 , dsted 9th of Januery 1979 , for no reason at all except being
Bgyptien Copts . Now alter the signing of the 'seacge Treaty ' belween

Lgypt and lsrael ,we think ihat there is no place for any poiitical

o./o




§§“i§f8&%b

HOPBOAOZO0C

MM L,

mmbimMLuN

o1

co f YAYTEY Oyl
: L,

ot ot == INGA TR £

Sl F L
—me—

THE COPTIC ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE

OF JERUSALEM & THE NEAR EAST
—E———

JeRUSALEM € OLD CIty )

B

r\ﬂ

TEL. 282343 , 284405 = p. 0. B. 14006 e
CABLE ¢ PACOPTY; JERUSALEM
e P
precoures ageinet us , It s time now %o met aceording to the soul of the
reaty of Peunce by restoring to ue our usurped Holy Churchee,
X yLIXe J{i\'l‘ahll‘y"_)
”z:>u4144/<3 i
r. Anba 53?11103
Coptie Orthodox Archbishop of the
doly fee of Jexrusalem and the Near cast,

His finister.

din

the

the

dié
o

kxgallency

ry <»
A

/

Lxcellenay, Mininter

Interior and

|

Police .

His Axcoellenoy, the Vinister of Religiouv Affairs .

liis Execellency , the Hirvdcier of Foredgn Affairs.

His Bxeellenaoy, %the finistex Justice .

Hie Exgellency, the Hinister of Construeciion and liousing.
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THE COPTIC ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE

OF JERUSALEM & THE KEAR EAST
——En@m——
JERUSALEM € gLD vy )
TEL. 282343 , 284405 = p. 0. B. 14006

CABLE { PACOPT; JERUSALEM

26 / 3 / 1979 ,

His sxcellency ,
Prime Hinister,dr. begin ,
Jerusaleas ,

Your sxcellency , .

#e refer to our previous letiers sent to Your Excellency
on 22/6/1977, 1/8/1977 end 26/1/1978 , concorning our usurped Holy Places
in our Copiic Honestiry Dciruhl-uulten and we would like to nubmit te Your
ixcelleney th;~EEIi3;IEE Yo

1= In your letters dated 14/10/1977, 15/1/1978 , you promised us that the
Government is going to deal with the matier to reach a juet solution but
till now noihing has been done .

2- Your Excellency iz well aware thet ap & result of this unjust aggrees-

ion that vefell our Holy Flmees ,our religious services are delayed and our
fentivals of feasts are cancelled and we think that you as a religious

person cannutl accept vuch a itreatuent for us . : ‘

J= We 4o not know why the Government 18 meting apainut ue politicully , the
matter which becane very clear from the deelsion of the Aigh Court of Juss-
ice in Jderusalem Ho.186/77 , dated 9th Jdanuary 1979 . We think that it is
8 sheme to receive such a trestment in the PUth century .

4~ And now afver ihe signing of the 'lesce Treaty' hetween Lgypt end lersel
which we believe that it will be the first s«tep for a Just and Comprehen=
sive Yeace in the area. ¥e¢ thire that there i no place for politiesl pre¢o-
ures againet ue . It o Gine now o act according to your goud intentions
Towards this leace .realy Ly removing this politicel pressure from which we
have been vuffering all this time by restoring to us our usurped Holy +{laces

= it is not aifficult for you Wy, vrime Hinister who hac eucceeded so far
o reach thic Pence <reaty , to have a Jjust vision of this ill-treatment
which befell us end our ioly Flaces for ne resson at all except that we are
Bgyptian Cople. It wleo meede no time from you %o rewove thie ill-trest-

ment by cancelling the Interim Jrder you issued sgainst us on 28/%1971 :

n./o
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executing the deeision of the High Court of Justice ,Jerusalem, No., 109/70

and ordering to keep the Hlatus Lue in our donasiry “eir-El-fultan ag 1% had
been when israel entered sthe vid-Cily of Jerusalem after the June 1967 Var.

it 1# well known to you that the lsraeli CGovernument has declared from the

firet mozent of entering vid Yerusalem in front of all the Heads of the
different Religione and Communiiiev %o, keep and safeguard she Statuw Guo in €
the Holy Plmces . ihe Goverrment has kept this promise with all the coomun-
ities and osvher religions except us, the Lxgyptian Copte. ilg this the Yustice

in Ilsrael &r. PFrime dinisier ¥

To restore Justice to we the LAgypiian Copte is no lese important
than the Feuce Tremty which you have worked hard to achieve . By removing
thie injustice done to uws will give ws und all the other communities the
feeling of sefety and protection towards aull the Holy Placesn,

6- W& mre aboutl o celebrate our buster, as well ae you are about to celeb-
rate your Pesscover , what will your feelingn bhe My, Frine Uinister to know
that the Copiie Uomuwunity hae for the 9th year since this sggression cance-
lled 8ll celebrations , recepiions and since shen received all Jjoyous

oceasions with sad hearte and a feeling of injuutica.pamacuunn and bittur-'
nets on sceount of thie sad aggression .,

We hope that you will restore %o us our usurped Holy Places before
this coming Laster so thaet we can also celebrate like all the other Uommun-
ities the joy of Zaster end feel that we and cur Holy Places have Peace.

e lift our hearts o God ihe Aluighty to lead your etepe in the way
of Yemce to the whole area.

Yours & ithfr """
B [_)q——‘ & 65 j
Cogiws Anba Bacilios

Copeie Urthodox Archbishng/ot the Holy
dJee of Jerusalem and th?fﬁear dant,

ces

fheir Excellencies @

Minister of Justice .

Minister of PForeign Affairs, £
“SMinister of Interior and Police. RN & T

Minister for Religious Affairs,
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THE COPTIC ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE

OF JERUSALEM & THE NEAR EAST
— e

JERUSALEM { oLD cITY )
TEL. 82343 84405 = p. 0. B. 14006

CABLE PA/C()[»T, .YEIKUT;-ALEM \. L. In {732 — %l 25 / 9 / 1978 X

His Excellency ,
The Prime Minister , Mr, Begin ,
Jerusalem ,

Your Excellency ,

liay we kindly refer to our previeus correspondence to
Your Bxcellency concerning the repeated aggressions on eur Holy Places in
our Coptic Monastry Deir-El-Sultan » the last of which we mentioned in our
cable and letter of 25/1/1978 , ana 26/1/1978, i.e. the change of the Coptic
and Arabic inscriptions and art on the icons and iconostasises therein, In
Your Excellency's last letter to us dated Jan.15th ,1978 » you have promised
that after the investigation of the churbhes by the Ministerial Committee
the Committee will settle the matter by giving its decision , Uhfortunately,

mere than nine months have bassed since the inspection and still nothing has
been done,

Your Excellency are well aware that we have waited toe leng since
the said aggression although the settlement of this aggression is se¢ easy and
needs no efforts gt all except an order to keep the Stagtus Quo in the saig

and as the Israeli Government has done until now in all the Holy Places except

llay we kindly draw Your Excellency's attention te the faot that
every delay in restoring our said usurped Holy Places causes an uncompensat-
&ble damage |, changes and loss of our invaluable inheritance therein, Thig
was elearly seen by the Uinisteris] Committee on its inspection of the site

on January 25th »1978 , the matter which we have explained to

Your Excellency
in our above mentionegd cable and letter,

We do believe ang trust that Your

-o/o
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THE COPTIC ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE

OF JERUSALEM & THE NEAR EAST
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JERUSALEM ( QLD City )
TEEL. 823%43> 84405 = p. 0. B. 14006
CABLE { PACOPT,; JERUSALEM

B == e S

i D e

Excellency as a righteous man who values the sacredness of the Holy Places

and City will not accept such harm eénd ill-treatment

of the Ceptic Holy
Places .

Dear Mr, Prime Minister ’

After all the good efforts at Camp David and t‘
outcome of these efforts that inspired hope for Peace in the

believe that there is still any reason for not res
Places to us ?

area, do you
toring our Coptic Holy

We do hope that our usurped Coptie Holy Places

will be soon
restored tc us so that we can also feel at Peace,

Yours Faithf ly
L) ) .
(;,#,i ==y Q’Qx/(w
Dr, Anba Basilids

Coptic Orthodox Archbi op of the
Holy See of Jerusalem &

5 3 Sl
g st el Al & g\ Tp Mdia i SR
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THE COPTIC ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE

OF JERUSALEM & THE NEAR EAST
- TomOEmeE -
JERUSALEM ( oLD cITY )
TEL. 282343 , 284405 = r. 0. B. 14006
CABLE PACOPTy, JERUSALEM

5 25 /9 /1978 ,

iiis Excellency ,
The Prime Ninleter , lr. Begin ,
Jerusalem ,

four Zxecelleney ,

Hay we kindly refer te our previous correspondence to

Your Excellency concerning the repeated aggressions on sur Holy Placea in
our Coptic Honmetry DJeir-il-tultan , the last of which we mentlioned in our
cable and letter of 25/1/1976 , and 26/1/1978, i.e. the change of the Captie
and Arabic inscriptions and wrt on the icons and iconostasises therein. In
Your ixcellenoy's lust letter to us dated Jan.15th 21978 , you have promised
that after the investigation of the churbhes by the Hinisterisl Cemmittee ,
the Conmittee will settle the matter by giving iis decisien . Infertunately,

more then nine wonths have passed since the inspection and s$%ill nething has
been done.

Tour ixcellency are well awere that ve have waited tee long sinced
the said aggrevseion altnough the settlement of this aggression is so eavy and
needs no efforte at all except an ordar to keep the Status Quo in the said
Honastry ae the Israeli Uovernment declured infreont of all the Hesds of the
Heligions and Christisn Communities a few daye after entering the C1% _ (iby
of Jerusalem in 1967 to keep and uafe guard the Htatus Que in the livly Plages
und ae the lsruell Uovernment has done until new in all the ifoly Places except
our Coptiec Honeetry Deir-il-Jultan .

Hay we kindly draw Your ixcellency's attentiom to the fact that
every delay in restoring our said usurped Holy Places causes en unconpensate
able damage , changes and leoss of cur inveluabdle inheritance therein. This
wae eclearly seen by the dinisterial Committee on its inspection of the uite
on Junuary 25th ,1978 , the matter whieh we have explained to. Tour fZxcellency
in our above meniioned cable and letter. We do believe snd Srusi thet Your

'O/O
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THE COPTIC ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE

OF JERUSALEM & THE NEAR EAST
S

JERUSALEM ¢ oLD crvy )
TEL. 282343 , 284405 = ». 0. B. 14006

CABLE { PACOPT, JERUSALEM

e

.‘2“

Zxcellency & a righteous man who values the sacredness of the doly Places
and City will net aceept such harm and ill-treatment ef the Ceptic Holy
Flaces .

Dear Hr. Prime idinister ,

After all the good efforts wt Cawp David and the
cutcome of these «fforts that inspired hope foxr Peace in the area, do you
believe that there is still any resven for net reasering our Coptie¢ Holy
Flaces t9 us ?

We do hope that our usurped Ceptie Holy Places will be soen
restored %tv us so that we can alsoe feel at Feace.

Holy fee of Jerucalem & the[Wear Egst .

ee : His Excellency , the Miﬁiatar of Interior and Police » Jerusalem .
Hie -“xcellency , the Hinister of Ju&ticu s Jerusalem .
His Excellency , the Minister of Foreign Affairs , Jerusalenm .
His Excelleney , the Minister of Religioue Affairs , Jerusalem .
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STATE OF ISRAEL

MINISTRY OF RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS
Department for Christian Communities

Jerusalem, 25 July 1978

HeEe Dre Anba Ba!illos
Coptic Orthodox Archbishop of the Holy See
of Jerusalem and the Near East

Py0 «Bs 146
Jerusalem é

Dear Archbishop Busilios,

Purther to our numerous meetings, befginning ou 23 June 1978,
concerning the matter of the use of the lavatories and water taps in
Deir el-Sultan, I wish now to respond in writing to your two letters on
the subject, sent to the Ministry of Religious Af#airs on 24 Jume and

4 July.

As T told you in our meeting on 25 June, our Ministry
received on that day also a letter from the Superior of the Ethiopian
monks, it whieh he complained that your monk living in Deir el-3ultan ‘
had been leaving the weter taps there open during the night. I thank
you for your willingness to investigate this matter with the monk, even
vhile you expressed grave doubt that he would do such a thing.

As you know, during the two weeks follewing receipt of your . |
first letter, we met almost daily with the Ethiopian monks in an attempt

to #ettle the matters raised in the several above-mentioned letters.
While we eventually succeeded in convineing them to permit¢ your monk the |
use of the lavatories and water taps, we are yet seeking a solution to |
the matter of the payment for the water, vhich eannot be considered part ‘
and pareel of the Monastery.

; Please aceept my best regards.

‘ sodot Woanlng |/
| Director of the Dopu'tmni

ect Mr Israel Lippel, Director-General




STATE OF ISRARL

MINISTRY OF RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS
Department for Chrigtian Communities

Jerusalem, 30 July 1978

H.Ee Dr, Anba Basilios
Coptie Orthodox Archbishop of the Holy See

j of Jerusalem and the Near East
P.0,B. 14006

gog!' alem

pdar Arehbighop Basilios,

: ,“ Further to our several conversatiouns, beginning on 11 July 1978,
eoncerning the matter raised jm your letter of complaint to our Ministry

on that day, I wish now to put in writing the results of our investigation
into this matter,

As I bave informed you, the several doors seen in the courtyard
of the Monastery of Deir el-Sultan on 11 July do not seem to have been
in use in the Monastery but rather had been stored in a room vhich the
Ethiopian monks were cleaning, though not repairing, on that day. As

you agreed with me, such cleenjiing eaunot be considered an infringement
of the Status Quo.

However, during my investigations, I have discovered that twe
other doors have been removed from their frames. As I told you, I have
informed the Ethiopisns that these doors must be replaced and that this
work will be carried out by the Ministry of Religious Affairs.

May I take this opportunity to reiterate our firm commi tment
to preserving the Status Quo.

With best regards, I remain

K "\‘", /(, ’{-“! Lq‘(_‘ L et
Daniel Rossing /
Director of the Department

ecr Mr, Israel Lippel, Director-General
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MINISTR OF THE INTERIOR
JERUSALEM, ISRAEL

DYDY
QYEY P

February 19th. 1978

Dr. Anba Basilics,
Coptic Urthnodox Archbishop of the Holy See

of Jerusalem znd the Near Esst,

Dear Sir,

The lMinister of the Inhterior requested me to thank you for your
telegramne which was distributed to all the members of the
n

isterial Comnittee for the Coptic-EBthiopian Di

1 sagreement.
I am pleased to inform you that the matter is velng dealt with.

Yours sincerely,

i
ﬁuf“*«lﬂz’f’
Avi Id&ODOVZ ch

Assistant to the linister






February 19th. 1978

Dr. Anba Basilios,

Coptic Orthodox Archbishop of the Holy See
of Jerusalem and the Near Bast,

Jerusalem.

Dear Sir, ‘

The Minister of the I,terior requested me to thank you for your
telegramme which was diatributed to all the members of the
Ministerial Committee for the Coptic-Ethiopian Disagreement.

I am pleased to inform you that the matter is being dealt with.

Yours sincerely,

Avi Yakobovitch
Assistant to the Minister &
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JERUSALEM - 25 1910 | i

i i1 L 2s g {igl
JERUSALEM s : ‘
5 |

TODAY THE MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE VISITED FOR THE FIRST TIME AFTER ‘]
MANY REQUESTS BY US OUR TWO HOLY GHURCHES OF iST. MICHEL AND THE ;'%
1
|

FOUR BODILESS LIVING CREATURES IN OUR MONATRY, DE |R=EL=SULTAN . |1
FOR YEARS | WAS WARNING , PROTESTING SAYING [THAT THE INTERIM ORDER

ISSUED BY THE GOVERNMENT ON 28/3/1971°"

BY WHICH THE POSSESSION OF OUR MOST o=
HOLY CHURCHES WAS PUT AGAINST THE STATUS QUO IN THE HANDS OF ‘
THE ETHIOPIC AGGRESSORS WILL CAUSE TO OUR HOLY PLACES AN ke
{RREPAIRABLE DAMAGE ., FOR YEARS OUR CABLES AND LETTERS SENT TO YOU |
IN THIS CONCERN WERE FRUITLESS. THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE

SAW CLEARLY THE DAMAGE AND THE CHANGES IN OUR MENTION CHURCHES CAU
BY THE AGGRESSORS . | SHOWED TO THEM THE PICTURES OF OQUR MENTIONE

" CHURCHES BEFORE THAT CHANGES AND BEFORE THE AGGRESSION OF 1970. IN

THOS PICGTURES THE VERY ANCIENT COPTIC SCRIPT AND ART MADE OF WOOD
INLAID WITH arart

-

¥

[VORY AND HOLY ICONS ARE SHOWN . THE SAME PICTURES WERE SENT TO THE
GOVERNMENT AFTER THE AGGRESSION OF 1970 ASKING TO PROTECT 3
FROM ANY DAMAGE , LOSS OR CHANGE. THE JUDGES OF THE HiGH COURT ON ;

THEIR VISIT TO THESE CHURCHES SAW THE COPTIC SCRIPT AND ART
MENTIONED IT

IN THEIR DECISION NO., 109/70, ALSO THE MEMBERS OF THE MINISTERIAL
COMMITTEE WITH MR, SHIMSHON SHAPIRA WHEN HE WAS THE MINISTER OF

JUSTICE SAW TESE SCRIPTS. TODAY THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTE & 14
SAW  CGLEARLY THAT THIS WAS REMOVED AND NEW AMHARIC SCROPT WAS PUTS® f

INSTEAD. THIS BARBARIC ACT

OF WIPING OUT VERY ANCIENT ARTISTIC WORK AND VERY SERIOUS ke
CHANGES WERE SEEN BY THE COMMITTEE. THIS iS AN INTERNATICNAL i
SCANDAL WITH NO PRECEDENT. WE ASK YOUR EXCELLENCY TO INTERVENE &
IMMED ! ATELY AND TO RESTORE THE STATUS QUO AS IT WAS BEFORE THE {3
AGGRESSION OF APRIL 1970 AND AS IT if

CLEAR IN OUR PICTURES TO THE GOVERNMENT AFTER THE MENTIONED AGGRES=
SION. WE REQUESTED FOR YEARS TO ENTER AND EXAMINE THE CHURCHES BUT
IN VAIN., TODAY | VISITED THE CHURCHES FOR THE FIRST TIME AFTER

THE AGGRESSION OF 1970 AND | AM TERRIBLY SHOCKED . WE ASK AGAIN 4

IMMED I ATE ANNULMENT

“OF THE INTERIM ORDER AND THE RESTITUTION OF OUR USURPED HOLY PLACES |

DR ANBA BASIL10S COPTIC ORTHODOX ARCHB|SHOP OF THE HOLY SEE OF
JERUSALEM AND THE NEAR EAST.
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QD February 19th. 1978
”/

Dr. Anba Basilios,

Coptic Urthodox Arcanbishop of the Holy See
of Jerusalem and the Near Bast,

Jerusalem.

Dear Sir,

The Minister of the I terior requested me to thank you for your
telegramue which was distributed to all the members of the
Ministerial Commnittee for the Coptic-EBthiopian Disagreement.

D Ay

I am pleased to inform you that the matter is being dealt with.
Yours sincerely,
N /
1 )

/
Z
Avi Iaéocovg,cn z

Assistant tc the Minister
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February 19th. 1978

Dr. Anba Basilios,

Coptic Urthodox Archbishop of the Holy See
of Jerusalem and the Near East,

Jerusszlen,

Dear Sir,

The Minister of the I,terior requested me to thank you for your
telegramne which was distributed to all the members of the
Ministerial Comnittee for the Coptic-Bthiopian Disusreement.

I am pleased to inform you that the matter is being dealt with.

Yours Sincerely, :

N
| .{,U\% /24
Avi ia&buov;xch “/

Assistant to the Minister
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Jerusalem, 5 December 1978

His Excelleney Dr. Anba Basilios

Coptie Orthodox Archbishop of the Holy See
of Jerusalem and the Near East

P.0.Box 14006

Jerusalem

Your Excellency,

I regret this delay in your receiving a response to your ‘
letter of 25 September 1978 to the Prime Minister, which has been
passed on to me for reply. As you were informed following the
visit,on 25 January 1978 of the Ministerial Committee to the Chapels
of St. Michael and of the Four Animals, this Ministry saw to the
removal of the Ethiopian inseriptions teo which you had referred in
your letter of 26 January 1978 to the Prime Minister.

May I take this opportunity to assure ¥our Excellency once
again that the Ministerial Committee will persist in seeking a just
and peaceable solution to the difficult and long-standing issues
before it. At the same time, this Ministry will continue to
investigate and act promptly on any complaints received concerning
specific infringements of the prevailing status quo. Indeed, as
Your Excellency will agree, the Ministry has devoted much time and
effort to the faithful execution of this responsibility.

With very best regards, I remain

ces H,E. the Prime Minister
. HeE. the Minister of Interior and Pelice,
Chairman of the Ministerial Committee

H.E. the Minister of Religious Affairs
H.E. the Minister of Foreign Affairs
HeE. the Minister of Justice

H.E. the Minister of Construction and Housing

H.E. Moshe Nissim, Minister without Portfolio
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JERUSALEM - 25 1910 . ’ .,

Y25 2 og
JERUSALEM

TODAY THE MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE VISITED FOR THE FIRST TIME AFTER
MANY REQUESTS BY US OUR TWO HOLY CHURCHES OF ST. MICHEL AND THE
FOUR BODILESS LIVING CREATURES IN OUR MOMATRY DEIR-EL-SULTAN .

FOR YEARS | WAS WARNING , PROTESTING SAYING THAT THE INTERIM ORDER
ISSUED BY THE GOVERNMENT ON 28/3/1971

BY WHICH THE POSSESSION OF OUR MOST

HOLY CHURCHES WAS PUT AGAINST THE STATUS QUO IN THE HANDS OF

THE ETHIOPIC AGGRESSORS WILL CAUSE TO OUR HOLY PLACES AN
IRREPAIRABLE DAMAGE . FOR YEARS OUR CABLES AND LETTERS SENT TO YOU
IN THIS CONCERN WERE FRUITLESS. THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE

SAW CLEARLY THE DAMAGE AND THE CHANGES IN OUR MENTION CHURCHES CAUSED
BY THE AGGRESSORS . | SHOWED TO THEM THE PICTURES OF OUR MENT]ONED
CHURCHES BEFORE THAT CHANGES AND BEFORE THE AGGRESSION OF 1970. IN

THoS Ptcwnes THE VERY ANCIENT COPTIC SCRIPT AND ART MADE OF WOOD .
INLAID WITH

|

IVORY AND HOLY ICONS ARE SHOWN . THE SAME PICTURES WERE SENT TO THE
GOVERNMENT AFTER THE AGGRESSION OF 1970 ASKING TO PROTECT

FROM ANY DAMAGE , LOSS OR CHANGE. THE JUDGES OF THE HIGH COURT ON
THEIR VISIT TO THESE CHURCHES SAW THE COPTIC SCRIPT AND ART
MENTIONED |IT

IN THEIR DECISION NO. 109/70, ALSO THE MEMBERS OF THE MINISTERIAL
COMMITTEE WITH MR, SHIMSHON SHAPIRA WHEN HE WAS THE MINISTER OF
JUSTICE SAW TESE SCRIPTS. TCDAY THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTE

SAW CLEARLY THAT THIS WAS REMOVED AND NEW AMHARIC SCROPT WAS PUT
INSTEAD. THIS BARBARIC ACT

OF WIPING OUT VERY ANCIENT ARTISTIC WORK AND VERY SERIOUS tetl
CHANGES WERE SEEN BY THE COMMITTEE. THIS IS AN INTERNATIONAL e B
SCANDAL WITH NO PRECEDENT. WE ASK YOUR EXCELLENCY TO INTERVENE b §
IMMED | ATELY AND TO RESTORE THE STATUS QUO AS IT WAS BEFORE THE

AGGRESSION OF APRIL 1970 AND AS IT

CLEAR IN OUR PICTURES TO THE GOVERNMENT AFTER THE MENTIONED AGGRES- | |
SION, WE REQUESTED FOR YEARS TO ENTER AND EXAMINE THE CHURCHES BUT /. .\
IN VAIN, TODAY | VISITED THE CHURCHES FCR THE FIRST TIME AFTER e &Y
THE AGGRESSION OF 1970 AND | AM TERRIBLY SHOCKED . WE ASK AGAIN N 4
IMMED | ATE ANNULMENT ‘

OF THE INTERIM ORDER AND THE RESTITUTION OF OUR USURPED HOLY PLACES

DR ANBA BASILI0S COPTIC ORTHODOX ARCHB|SHOP OF THE HOLY SEE OF
JERUSALEM AND THE NEAR EAST.
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