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Deputy Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, escorted by Rabbi Shlomo Rigkin and Efrat Mayor
Yenon Achiman, drops into the Meveh Shmuel High Schoal, after formally dedicating Efrat's new road,

Coming Back
For More
Deputy Prime Minister
Returns To Efrat

He was an enthusiastic and
laud atory VISILOF — even
'I:l.'H.'.lI,.I.EI'.I It was 4 second visit Lo
Efrat for Yitzhak Shamir, Dep-
uty Pnme Mimster and For-
eign Minister of Lsrael

The day was Movember 25,
1985, and the occasion was the
Forrmal opening of the new road
linking the recently completed
neighborhood of Mizrach

Rimon with the rest of Efrat.

Afrer the official ceremony,
Mr. Shamir took time out to
meet with residents and stu-
dents of the town. Together
with Rabbi Shlomo Riskin and
Efrat Mavor Yenon Achiman,
he stopped off at cne of the
new Mizrach Rimon homes, to
be warmly received by the
E farmly,

g1-;"E"!1:t|:-rr|| there, the Minister
WERNT across to meet students at
the Neweh Shmuel High
School. He was so impressed
that he delayved his return to
Jerusalem a further half hour,

climbing Efrat's tallest struc-
Ture — its water tower — toran
unrivalled view across the town
and the Erzion Bloc. i

Introducing the Depury
Prime Minister o a cheering
audience of Efrat residents,
Rabhi Riskin remarked thar
King Solomon was given a spe-
cial *‘shamir,” by which the walls
of the Holy Temple were built.
May it be G-d's will, he said,
that our Shamir pave the way
for the new road from Jerusa-
lem to Efrar, which will hope-
fully usher in our period of
redemption.




~Rabbi Riskin’'s
Rostrum

Dear Friends..
The Passover Haggadah is 2

m.lqnltjﬁctm I::gn ﬂn:; pnjy n
sh history but also in Jew-
;!.:;unﬂiludﬂ. It tells of four

children, pictured sitring
round the Seder table. Each
one 15 entitled to ask his ques-
won, and each question
demands s own particular

sponse.
znw interesting is the depic-
tion of the wicked child. He
isn't deemed wicked because of
E: lack of ritwal nb:_:mnn or
ent from syn-
agogue E e. He's wicked
because “he has excluded him-

self from the ry of

Israel.” Nevertheless, it

behoves his family to invite
him — even urge him — o
rejoin his loved ones around
the Seder table, and celebrare
together with them,

I may even suggest that our
opening the door for Elijah the
Prophert isn't, in actual fact, for
Eljjah. Any Biblical personality
who can manage to visit eve-
ryone's Seder ar about the same
time — even allowing for geo-
graphic tme lags — hardly
needs the door opened for him,
I may suggest that we're o
ing the door for those of our
children who have no Jewish
families 1o whom to return.

As a matrer of fact, the new-
est of our Israel programs,
Isralight,” 15 for young Jews
like these, It 15 2 10-week imtro-
duction to the fullness of Jew-

Pinchas Sapir Center in Jerusa-
lem’s Old City, We ally
take young men and women
‘off the wall." The only
demands we make on them are
seriousness of purpose and
open-mindedness. Our first 10-
week experiment closed torave
reviews trom all 17 participants
E young men mc{:wnmm:u in

eir 205, discovering i
and vision thhtmdithmﬂ
Land of Israel

May this Passover bring joy,
peace and redemption to all of
vou, May we see the fulfillment
of the words of the Prophet:
“And may the Almighty res-
tore the hearts of the parents
hearts of the children through
the parents.”

Shlomo Riskin

Free To Leam

Refusenik Rabhbi
Eliahu Essas
Visits Ohr Torah

Rabbi Shlome Riskin
tapped lightly on the door of
the Meveh Shmuel classroom,
and led his party into the room.
The boys inside looked up
from their books o meet
Rabbi Eliahe Esszas, 40
recently arrived from the
Soviet Union, after a 12-year
struggle to leave,

"Where we studied in Mos-
cow,'" Rabbi Essas rold the stu-
dents, “'a knock on the door
was 1 signal ro hide our Jewish
books as quickly as we knew
how, It's so good to walk in
here and see the tables covered
with texts!"

Rabbi Essas, a self-raught
rabbi, aliyah acrivist and
teacher of Judaism, was tour-
ing the Erzion Bloc, February
1986, with his wife Anya, his
seven- and 14-year-old sons, his
11-year-old daughrer, his par-
ents and his parents-in-law,

ish experience, housed in the

QOut of bondage: Rabbi Eliahu Essas dances with his son, Rabbi
Shloma Riskin and students at Yeshivat HaMiviar,

Rabbi Riskin had joined the
tamily as escort for the day at
Jerusalem's Gilo Absorpuion
Center. Together with absorp-
tion center director Tommy
Lamm, he conducted them
through the Bloc.

“] knew abour Rabbi Riskin
and what he's building here ar
Etrat, even when [ was in Mos-
cow,” he told Neveh Shmuel
students. "'l was excited abour

coming here today, and I've
not been disappointed.”

The first step on Rabbi
Essas's Etzion Bloc tour was
Yeshivar HaMivrar on Moshav
Elazar, yountly headed by Rabbi
Riskin and Rabbi Chaim Bro-
vender. ] don't know if you
can understand how wonderful
it 5 for me to see a free
yeshwva,” Rabbi Essas vold the

students, "In Russia, we stu-




died our Judaism secrecly, in
small underground groups. A
roomful of students learming
openly together is a blessing to
sep,”

Rabbi Essas is the descend-
ant of distinguished rabbinical
families from Telz and Brisk,
including the Soloveitchiks
and the Shurins. His upbring-

ing was entirely secular, and he
turned to Judaism only in the
early 1970s. He studied first ar
the now-defuncr Moscow rab-
binical seminary, and thereaf-
ter on his own, His reputation
as a charismaric teacher and
counselor spread throughour
the Soviet Union's Jewish
community, and he has

hundreds of devoted followers
boath there and in Israel.

It also reflected in Ohr Tor-
ah's study houses. Students at
both Yeshivar HaMivrar and
Meveh Shmuel rose spomntane-
ously afrer Rabbi Essas
addressed them to dance him
welcome.

Meveh Shmuel stedents confront Jewish and personal prnhiurn:.

!
-.

logether with Rabbi Shlomo Riskin, at thair weekly Chug Emunah.

Chug Etgarim:
Modern Challenges
To Judaism

The issue may be relanions
between Jews and Arabs m
Israel, or social activities
between boys and girls in Jew-
ish Law. Or it could be the
sanctity of Jerusalem's Temple
Mount, or Jewish ethics of war-
fare. Or any one of dozens of
other controversies that chal-

lenge Jewish faith.

Srudents at the Neveh
Shmuel High School have the
opportunity to air their views
and hear whart Judaism reaches,
on Thursday evenings, from
845 to 10.00 p.m., art Ohr
Torah. Here, they voluntarily
meet with Rabbi Shlomo Ris-
kin in a Chug Etgarim, to
explore the issues thar bocher
them, and to carry away new
insight and understanding.

Words & Deeds

Work with the sick, the
blind and the young continues
to be among the most favored
activities on Neveh Shmuel's
curriculum.

The high school 11th graders
spent Tuesdays last year in
voluntary work on the Etzion
Bloc sertlements. Thas year,
they have rtransferred cheir
focus to Jerusalem — to s
hospitals and housebound sick,
to youth movement leadership,
and to human needs in the
COmMMmunmtY,

"“We see voluntary work as a
vital part of education,” says
Ronne Monsa, who 15 respon-
sihle for Neveh Shmuel’s
volunteer program. “We're
delighted that our students
share that perspective, that
they're so eager to give of their
time and themselves, and are so
clearly enriched by their
EIVIDE,

News From Neveh
Shmuel

Neveh Shmuel begins s
fourth year this Ellul, and — as
has rapidly become traditional
— there are four applicants for
every empty place.

“Many, many youngsters
want to study here,” says
MNeveh Shmuel's principal,
Meir Krauss, “even though our
standards are very high and we
expect our students to work

very hard."

Neveh Shmuel's goal
remains the transmitting of
Judaism, religious Zionsm and
secular studies — all on the
highest academic level.

Open University Courses
for 10th-Graders

“Ten of our 10th-grade stu-
dents have now taken on Crpen
University courses, in addition
to their school study-load,”
savs Rrauss,

*“There are a number of out-

standing pupils in school, and
so we provided this as an added
option, Both boys and parents
had to agree to the extra. Ten
did so, and they're now work-
ing independently, collecting
credits in History, Math,
Science and Economics, which
will be recognized as full uni-
versity credits. There are also
special groups of students who
are completing 'Masechtot
Kiddushin® and ‘Megillah’ as
well as learning advanced hala-

chic texts.”




Midreshet Lindenbaum students go into the fieid, adding an

axira dimeansion to thelr studies,

Attendance and attention ai Midreshet Lindenbaum classes is a
teacher's ideal.

Midreshet
Lindenbaum: Here
To Stay

Halfway through its first
vear, Ohr Torah's unique
experimental college tor
women 15 making plans for an
extended future. Four our of
every five of its students want
to stay on for a second vear.

This convincing enrollment
for a further year of study con-
firms Ohr Torah's perception

of the overwhelming need for a
college, offering high-level
study in practical and imeellec-
tual Judaism to young women.

“We're now designing
second-year courses,” says the
Midrasha's coordinacor, Babbi
Yaacov (Koby) Feldman.
“We're planning two levels,
and 3 wider selection of
courses. The second level wall
be more text and ‘berc midrash’-
oriented, concentrating on
directed self-srudy of Bible and
Talead.™

A Letter From
Simone

Simone Mir 15 one of Mid-
reshet Lindenbaum's first stu-
dents. Here is part of a letter she
wrote to a friend, February
1986,

“After a few weeks of learn-
ing Torah, Gemara and Hala-
cha, the class went on a day trip
to explore the history of the
Erzion Bloc. Qur teacher,
David Naviv, who had already
deepened our insight into our
Biblical heritage in class, led the
tield trip — raking us, as it
were, on to the stage of Jewish
history. .

One stop was particularly
dramaric: we looked down on
the very place where David
fought Goliath. Ir's described
in Samuel 1= *And Saul and che
men of Israel were gathered
together and pitched in the
Valley of Elah, and set the bat-
tle in array agamnst the Philis-
tines... And he (David) vook his
staff in his hand and chose him
five smooth stones out of the
brook... and he drew near to
the Philistines.’

From the vet-unexcavated
site of Tel Azcka, we looked
down on the actual bacele sire,
with David Nativ telling us
things like: “Saul’s army was
standing where you can see
Kibbutz Ha'Lammed-Hay.
King Dawvid went to that
rniverbed.’

We were trc:lding the very
ground where King David had
shown his faith. We are living
close by where he was born.
Day by day, the Lindenbaum
geminar s hel INg Us practice
love for Tl:-rai, love for the
people of Israel and love for the
Land of Israel.”




Moshe Moskovics — who
realized a dream of 35 years.

On The Town

Moshe Moskovics
Remembers

The town of Efrat was buile
in the mind of Moshe Maskov-
tcs 10 years before the hilltop
ground was ever broken — and
even longer before the town
existed and Moskovics was
appointed the first head of its
local couneil.

He had known the hill that
Efrat now crowns for far lon
than that. “I'd lived in the
Erzion Bloc in the 19405, he
recalls. “I'd been a kibbutznik
since | arrived in the country
from Europe in 1934, when |
was 10 years old. I'd settled
with my parents in the Galilee,
but in my teens I joined a garin
—-a settlement group — for
Moshay Massuot Yirtzhak, We
built our home in the Erzion
Bloc in 1945."”

Fall of the Etzion Bloc

Three years later, Massuot
Yirzhak fell with the other
Etzion Bloc settlements in the
defense of Jerusalem. **'Many of
my friends died in the I:-atrjl::
says Moskovics. 1 survived,
and went to work with Jewish
survivors in the detention
camps on Cyprus after it was all
over. When | came back to

Israel, 1 settled on the new
Massuot Yitzhak near Ash-
kelon, but | never forgot the
Etzion Bloc, Those hills were
part of my soul."

The Return

The moment the Bloc was
part of [srael again in June
1967, Moskovics knew he was
going to be part of the rebuild-
ng. “The agricultural basis
there was not the strongest,”
he says, “but the emotional and
Liomist pull were everything.”™

Mew kinds of settlement
were needed for the area. One
of Israel’s first community vil-
lages, Alon Shvut, was created
here: among its residents are
Moskovics's daughrer and her
family, “All three of my child-
ren were raised on stories of the
Bloc,” he says. “They fteel the
history as deeply as 1 do.”

An Urban Center For
The Etzion Bloc

The idea of Efrat was born
during a car ride which Moshe
Moskovics and Rabbi Shlomo
Riskin took through the
Etzion Bloc in the early 1970s.
“We thought: Why not an
urban center for the Bloc, as a
bridge and a link with Jerusa-
lem? Why not a bridge and a
link with the Diaspora®™

Moskovics challenged Rabbs
Riskin. “I told him that Dizen-
goff was once asked how he
became mayor of an lsraeli
city,” he recalled. “His answer
was: ‘Build the city, and you are
its mayor.” And then I said,
Let's build a city. With G-d's
help, you'll be the rabbi and I'll
be the mayor!™

Less than 10 years lacer, the
city was builr, and Moskovics
was appointed its founding

Mayor,

The hilltop that was ulr-
mately picked for Efrat had
much to favor it, “First, was its
magnificent view,” says Mos-
kovics, ""But there were many

other reasons, too. It was
State-owned land, and not
suited to agriculture. It lay east
of the road, and we had Moshe
Dayan's approval.”

The Etzion Bloc town of
Maoskovics's dream was bult of
1 high-standard homes, and an
imvalved and active P-u-pqﬂa-
tion, enjoving a qu:]it]r
lifestyle,

“We've achieved all that,”
he says. “And in doing 50,
we're fulfilling Torah: we're
settling the land, and are living,

teaching and transmitting Jew-
ish values and Jewish faith.”

Honored Guests

Among Ohr Torah's many
recent visitors were some of

those who have helped make

our EI]LI-L'ItiﬂJHll Campprus

possible:

NORBERT BLECHNER,
who endowed Ohr Torah's
Blechner College for Jewish
Studies, which trains rabbis,
Jewish leaders and educators 1o
serve in the Diaspora. Mr.
Blechner mowvingly addressed
Yeshivatr HaMivtar and Falk
Kollel students, stressing the
crucial need for dynamic and
sensitive Jewish leadership.

FRED EHRMAN, in
memory of whose father,
Shmuel, the Neveh Shmuel
High Schoal is named, and in
memory of whose mother,
Channah, the Neveh Channah
Girls® School is named. Mr.
Ehrman hosted a cockrail party
for Ohr Torah's Friends at the
Laromme Hotel in Jerusalem.

MARCEL AND BELDA
LINDENBAUM, of whom
Midreshet Lindenbaum is
named in memory of Nathan
Mata Lindenbaum. Afrer a first
highly successful year, the Mid-

I!'.l!i.l'!:l s EIFEDEI.!I!I’!I.E .ll:ll:l

developing.




Torah and technology fit comfortably together in Ohr Torah's educational network at the
Meveh Channah Girls’ High Schoaol,

“:-
L
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Ohr Torah People

Bruria Sammet,
Principal Of The Neveh
Channah Girls' High
School

If teachers are idl.'.]“]-' moadels
for their students, Bruria
Sammet is a living L‘I.i!l'.I'I'FI-]E of
the goals of a Neveh Channah
educarion.

Bruria 15 principal and
molder of the Ohr Torah Girls'
High Schocl in Kfar Etzion.
Isracli-bomn, she has a Bache-
lor's degree injcwish Studies, 2
Master's degree in Education,
six children and 2 full-time

CATEET,

“MSeveh Channah was an
o rrunity to create a differ-
eri:ﬁ:ind nl? school," she saVE,
*I'd taught for six vears at the
Pelech girls® high school in Jer-
usalem, before coming to the
Erzion Bloc, And, before that,
during my Mational Service,
I'd worked with culturally
deprived children in Beit
Shemesh.

“Oiver the years, my working
experience — rogether with my
academic studies in Theory of
Educarion — had refined icself
in my mind. | knew the kind of
teaching that | wanted to give
today's Jewish teemage girl
Ohr Torah was the chance to
put the |:=-|:.11 into action.”

Bruria's ideas about educa-
tion merged with those of
Rabbi Shlomo Riskin. The
m-'c:-:.-'nzar-uH high school that
has resulted tui:; erish and
secular studies on a high level,
emphasizes warm and close
relations between staff and stu-
dents, and 15 constantly crea-
tive 1n 1S a.ppruarh te both
academic study and living
Judaism.

“Faor r:x:.rn]:rh:, our students
volunteer in the community
one day a week,” says Bruria.
“This 15 an education in Judz-

1 ism equally impeortant as study-

ing texts, We have also
introdhiced far more independ-
ent learning and deciion-
making than in traditional

Israeli schools. We want our
girfls to graduate as women
with confidence in their own
ability and potential.

“The Jewish woman of
today must be an educated and
aware citizen — both Jewishly
and secularly — as well as a
warm mather, wite and home-
maker,” continues Bruria.
“She 13 berter educared chan ar
most times in history, and will
raise children in a world more
sophisticated than ever before.
She is living ar a rime when slo-
gans about 'equal rights for
women confront her from
every side.

“Young Jewish women must
be given the tools o respond
knowledgeably to today’s
world in a balanced, informed
and Jewish way., They must
learn Torah, Talmud and gen-
eral studies, but their hearts
must be sensitized, even as
their minds are being trained.
We have designed Newveh
Channah as a training ground
for today’s Jewish woman."




A Week In History

The study rour began in the
time-honored way of teaching:
reading a text, The girls of
Neveh Channah opened thewr
Hebrew Bibles, and read
through Kings [ and I1.

From that point on, how-
ever, the traj’qmml schoal-
room was left far behind. The
Kings text had dealt with First
Temple times — King David
and his conguest, Solomon and
his Is.mgdmn Led by their
teachers and a field school
guide, the girls journeved back
through history.

On the first day of the
Meveh Channah History

Study Tour, their path led ta
Tel Zuf, where Dawnid fled from
Saul, and to Tel Hebron, where
he warted for seven years. That
evening was devoted to music
— which l.he girls played onthe
lund of pipes, lyres and string
instruments known to Dawid
and Solomon.

Day Two opened with a dis-
cussion of Solomon’s death
and the division of his king-
dom. The girls climbed to the
top of Tel Tekoa, where Reho-
boam buile his fortress, and
then headed for the Israel
Museum in  Jerusalem, to
examine artifacts from chac
period.

The third day zeroed in on

dress, tools and homes of the
ancient kingdom — first seen
on shides, followed by 2 visit to
Mount Hebron, where pottery
and leather were fashioned m
ancient times, and ending with
ar I:".'EI'IiHE F'Effﬂﬂ'ﬂi]ﬂl."l’.' ﬂlf Art
of the period.

The Study Tour's last two
days dealt with the destruction
of the kingdom — again with
site visits (this ume, to the vil-
lages where the prophets Jere-
miah and Zedekiah lived), with
discussion and games. At the
end of the week, Neveh Chan-
nah students reread Kings | and
Il — with new understanding,
heightened interest and vivid

insight.

Shabbat In Efrat
A Weekend At School

A weekend with teacher and
classmates is a joyfully antici-
pated rm:n-nthl}l event art the
Neveh Channah Girls' High
School. What made this partic-
ular Shabbar special was that it
was spent not at school in Kib-
burz Kfar Erzion, but in the
town of Efrar.

Friday night was celebrared
with invitations to the Efrat
homes of Rabbi Shloma Riskin
and David Freund. On Shab-

bat, atter the synagogue ser-
vice, the mood was set by
Jackie Farhi, whose brother
Aryeh, an 1ith-grade Neveh
Shmuel student, told the story
of his harrowing escape from
Syria five years earlier.

The Israeli agent who helped
him escape is coincidentally an
Efrat resident — one of the
leaders of the Edot Hamizrach
COngrégation.

For the Seudah Shlishit, the

irls were hosted by ther
riends and Efrat families.

Afver Shabbat, at the request
of the students, Jackie Farhi
continued his account of the
plight of Syrian Jewry.

On Monday evening, the
girls turned to the wopic of
Soviet Jewry. Ephraim Zuroff,
recently returned from Soviet
Russia, related his first-hand
Impressions,

The ﬂtnlng endded with the
girls wrapping parcels of Tu
B'Shvat fruits and writing let-
Eers, to be sent ufftujrw; still
inside the Soviet Union.

Tha plans for the new
central bullding for the
Neveh Shmuel Boys High
School at Ohr Torah,
named for Shmuel Ehrman.
It will comprise four
dormitories (01, 02, 03 and
04 in section 3 on the
plan); a Belt Midrash (1);
library (2); dining room
and kitchen (4); offices (5);
classrooms (6); and
community center (7).




Friends &
Neighbors

The friends and neighbors
numbered some 250 people in
all — two buses of Friends of
Ohr Torah, visiting tourists,
and 15 mukhtars or mayors of
nearby Arab villages. The time
was Sukkot, Ocrober 1985,
And the occasion was a celebra-
rion of the holiday.

For the wvisitors, the day
began with a tour of the Erzion
Bloc: the 700-year-old oak tree,
symbolizing the area’s heart
and spirit; the rebuile Kibbutz
Kfar Etzion, where the girls of
MNeveh Channah and rthe
women of Midreshet Linden-
baum study today; the new
community of Efrat and its
Meveh Shmuel Boys' High
School campus; and Moshav
Elazar, with its Blechner Col-
lege of Jewish Studies — Yeshi-
vat HaMivtar and the Falk
Kollel.

Afrer refreshments in Yeshi-
var HaMivtar's Sukkah, Rab-
biz Shlomo Riskin and Chaim
Brovender spoke on the univer-
sal message of the Sukkor festi-
val, and an Arab engineer from

Bethlehem urged greater Arab-
Jewish communication and
coOpeErarion.

The Ohr Torah family, he
said, and especially the Sukkot
day it had arranged, gave a
glimpse of how the furure

“Letters Produce
Wisdom”
Ohr Torah's Friends
Meet In Jerusalem

A Jewish artist who creates
Jewish art was at the center of
the January 1986 meeting of
the Jerusalem Friends of Ohr
Torah. Michel Schwartz,
recently arrived in lsrael from
his native New York, uses
decorative Hebrew letrers to
express Jewish thought, con-
cepts and inspirations.

The Ohr Tarah Friends'
meeting was held in the Michel
Gallery in Jerusalem, hosted by
Mat and Rachel Bernstein. A
full house heard Rabbi Shlomo
Riskin introduce the evening's
theme of Judaism and art.

Areist Michel Schwarrz fol-
lowed Kabbi Riskin, explain-
ing his concept of ‘ortiot
machkimot' — letrers which
produce wisdom. Hebrew ler-
ters have fascinated him since
he was a voung child, Michel
told his audience, As an adulr,
he worked for the Lubavitch
movement in the United
States, refining his ideas and
designing his own distinctive
Hebrew alphabet, before turn-
ing independent.

His work is displayed today
in the residence af]is:racl's Pres-
ident, in the mansion of New
York's governor, and in syn-

To

Ohr
Torah's
Friends...

"Let all who are bungry, enter
and eat; and all who are in
want, come and celebrate the
Pasorer!

This year we celebrate it here,
but next year we bope to
celebrate it in the Land of

fsrael

This year we are bondsmen
bere, but next year we hope fo
be free men!"

Rabbi Shlomo Riskin
Invites

all friends and supporters
of Ohr Torah
and all his former congre-
ants from the United
gtam who are visiting
Israel this Pesach

to tour the Etzion Bloc,
visit Ohr Torah institutions,
and hear brief Divrei Torah

Id b ] from Rabbis Riskin

S e agogues and Jewish commun- and Brovender

Executive Editor: ity centers throughout North

David Freund America, on Sunday, April 27, 1986

Editor: Dorothy Raul And, after the _Tmualr}' 11 the third day of

Production: Rogow Led. meeting, it is also hung in the Chol HaMoed Pesach

Text: Wendy Elliman home of some of Ohr Torah's

Design: SuperStudio friends. One of Michel's prints The bus leaves the

Typesetring: was the evening's raffle prize. Laromme Hotel, Jerusalam,

Ohr Tarah at 8.30 a.m,

Address in Tsrad: MAZAL TOV And the

P.O. Box 7, Efrat to Rabbi and Mrs. Riskin Plaza Hotel, Jerusalem,

Gush Erzion and all the family at945am.

Address i A on the bar mitzvah of their

Mosdor Ole Torah son, Hillel The buses will return to

1 W', 85 Street Parshat Shmot Jerusalem by 1.15 pm.

Yi ity 10024 Shevat 5748
il January 1986 Looking forward to seeing you!
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