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en-Zion Milman, RG]

Deputy Director General ..
Ministry of Housing, <™
Rehov "Dalet" 26, )
Hakirya,

Tel-Aviv

Dear Mr. Milman,

Reference is made to my memorandum of October 28, 1968 in
which I outlined our aim to contribute to the successful
‘absorption of Western Olim on a large scale, by building e
garden suburb for Western Immigrants on the French Hill in Esst
Jerusalem. I also refer to the minutes of our meeting of
October 28, confirming the Government's acceptance, in prineiple,
of our plans provided we agree to a specified time schedule.

I also stated in my memorandum that we would invite the
participation of other groups in this project, in addition to
the North and South American Immigrants Associations already
connected with us. I am glad to be able to inform you now that
one of Canada's leading real-estate developers has agreed to join
us in the building project under discussion. The name of the Firm
is Revenue Properties Company Limited of Toronto, Canada and
their wholly owned subsidiaries, the Rubin Corporation Limited
and Urban Properties Incorporated. The Company Directors, who will
be personally involved in the development,are Mr, Alex J. Rubin
Chairman and President of Revenue Properties Company Limited, Mr.
Harry Rubin Executive Vice President, and lir. Berko Devor Senior
Vice President. Representatives of the Company will follow me to
Israel shortly and in the meantime I have a commitment, in
writing, from Revenue Properties confirming their participation.
I have already informed the Government Investments Center and Aluf
Geva of this fact, but for your information I would add that the
Directors are not only well known in Canada but also in Isrsel.

Revenue Properties Company Limited today has total assets
amounting to more than $121,000,000.-. Projects in hand in 1967
amounted to more than $255,000,000.- and the figure for 1968 will
be considerably higher.
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The Company has pioneered the development of Garden
Communities in Canada and has completed three such Communities
in Metropolitan Toronto comprising over three thousand units.
These Communities have set the highest standard for the entire
Industry and have won many awards for outstanding design.

We are now in a position to proceed immediately with the
planning, development and building of the project and I have
come to Israel this time with Nr. Max Blankstein in order to
formalize our past agreement and begin with all the preparatary
work involved. 1 am glad of the opportunity of meeting with you
again on December 30th. and in order to save time I am writing
to advise you that at that meeting I will request a firm commit-
ment in writing, from the Government for the land option under
discussion. For our part, our Group is ready to invest all
necessary sums in the preparatory work as soon as such a con-
firmation is received. At the same time, we hope that it will be
possible to start work immediately on the lease contract. We are
already in contact with the Hebrew University and are hopeful
that they will agree to co-operate with us in the planning and
building of the units reserved for them on the French Hill. We
therefore request that the lease contract cover the entire area
for the French Hill, i.e. a minimum of 1,800 units plus service
aréas, parks, green belt etec.

In this connection the Directors of Revenue Properties
Company Limited askl, if possible, that I tzke with me a draft
of the land lease and that they be informed of the following:

a) Fees payable for transfer of land lease from the
Israel Land Authority or from the Winistry of
Housing to ourselves.

b) Deposit to be paid on signing of the contract -
no interest psyable.

e¢) Payment to be made per dunam as land leases are
conveyed to us.

d) Number of years as a time limit to pick up all
of the leases for the entire aresa.

e) Certification by selling authority's lawyer that

there is no impediment or cloud on title and that
title is good and marketable at present time.
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I1f we can count on the prompt and close co-operation of
your NMinistry, the Prime Minister's Office, and the Ministry
of Absorption as well as the effective collaboration of the
Jerusalem Municipality and the Israel Lands Authority, con-
struction of the first staze of the project, involving at
least 600 units, will begin in September 1969, as outlined in
my memorandum of October 28, 1968. Work on the overall plan
for the area snd the planning of the individual units woulad
begin immediately as would the sub-contracting of construction .
components. According to our time schedule, the first stage
would be completed for occupancy by September 1970 at the
latest.

It is our hope, and the hope of all those working with
us in taking on the above project, that Canadian and American
Jewry will be able to contribute substantially and successfully
to the absorption of Western Aliyah and to the development of
East Jerusalem. In this spirit, we will spare no efforts to
make this a model development from every point of view which
will do eredit not only to the initiators but also the State of
Israel.

Sincerely yours

CrecttifBen. s

Cecil N. Blankstein

cc: Aluf Joseph Geva, Director General Ministry of Absorption
Mr. Itzhak Levy, Director General Israel Lands Authority
Mr, Teddy Kollek, Mayor of Jerusslem
Mr. Werner Lovall, Hitachdut 0Olei America and Canada
Mr. Eliahu Lankin, Jerusalem
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