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Yamit p‘rt%test
at pullback

Wﬂl shut-tow__l_;

~-:_ By HABRY WALL
Jerusalem Post Beporter

YAMIT. — Demonstrations will be

staged here during the next few days

In protest mgainst turning the arsa
s orer to Egypt under the terma of the

propossd peace treaty.

Farmers from the Yamit area
settlements have served notice that
they will blockade the road leading
from Rafah to El-Arish this morning.
Tomorrow, businesscs and services
In Yamit will go on strike, and en-
trances Lo the town will be sealed off
to teaffic throughout the morning.

The declalon to close the town was
taken at an assembly late on Sunday
nlght, during which reaidents vented
thelr spleen over what they termed
callous treatment from the govern.
ment.

""We are protesting for two
reasons,”” said larsel Nir, a member
of the town council. “First, because
wo want the goverament to know that
it has made n serious mistake in
ehandoning Yamit, and mecond,
beocause of |4 disregard for our
predicament ever since the Camp
David declslons were announced "

Yamlt residents voiced bitterncas
over the lack of any concrete plan for
re-loca''ng them. “Don't leave ua
hanging on a limb. Give us some
nllernatives so that we can make
order out of our lives,” declared Nir.

The alm of the protest is to let the
natlon know that “we are wstill
here,” sald David Margolit, director
of the local yeshiva. He explained
that solutiona must be provided mso
that those who want to leave Yamit
Immedlately can do so, and those
winhing to remain for the duration of
the three-year transition period may
eonduet normal lives.

Ze'ey Ofer, representing the Hous-
Ing Minlstry commiltee which ad.
minkTEra the eity, told the assembly
that a special inter-minlsterial team
sel up to handle the Yamit problem
would have an answer by April 1.

Ofer sald that individuals loaving
Yamit would be compensated on a
"casd by case'' basis. Bpeclal
measures would be to han.
dle problems faced by businessmen
and Industrinlists, but Ofer added
that some genera! formula would be
devined for housing problems.

Ofer tald the group that the govern.
ment had decided not to establiah a
new MNegev lown for relocating
Yamit residents, but they would be
encouraged (o leave In groups for
new nelghbourhoods In established
communities.

Otfir assured them that normal ser-
¥ices would continue for as long as
Yamit remaine under Iaraell
sovercignty.
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Slowdown i
By HAIM SHA
derusalem Post F
This year saw a alow
building, a fact whis
m In the yearsto«
Blizovsky, head of t
Authority in the Industr
Tourism Miniatry, tc

Minister, Gideon FPatt,

At a ml!"l.!:l.; hetwee

Newlyweds organize for cheaper fl

By LYNDA GOLDMAN
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Work oﬁ Yamit centre renewed

derusalem Post Reporter

TAMIT, — Work on a Yamit sports
centre, suspended since the Knesset
approved withdrawal from the
Raflah area last October, will starl
agaln aoon, according to & budget
recommended for the town by an
inter-ministerial committee.

The ILiTm. budget, up from
ILi0m. last year, was sent 1ast week
to the Finance Minlstry for ap-
proval. It will cover the cost of com-
pleting the IL1im. Yamil sports
complex in which no work has been
Invested since October.

Loeca! leaders have lobbled
vigorously for the complation of the
sports centre and other projects Lo
provide a sense of continuity In the
town.

Apcording to the terma of the

Camp David accords, Yamit Ia to be
evacuated within three years of sign-
lng a peace treaty with Egypt.

Construction, once the major in-
dustry In thia coastal town, has come
to a standstill, with only finishing
touchea belng put on Lhose bulldings
near completion. This slump has
caused unemployment, and It
appears that there will be few con-
struction jobs until work begins In
Pithat Shalom, across the Green
Line, where the Raflah area settlers
are to be relocsted.
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Yamit election shows opinion

divided on compensation issue

By HARRY WALL

Bpocial to The Jerusalem Post
YAMIT. — The reaidents of Yamit
are divided belween thoss who want
totalk to the government aboul com-
pensation for their property and
those who want to maintain the
#tatua guo. This emerged from the
results of yesterday's elections here
to the town's cllizena commities

Four candidates whe supported
immediate talks with the govern-
ment on the compensation lssue
were alected. Another four who were
elected called for the improvement
of the quality of life while remaining
under Israell administration, The
Fwing vote in the nine-member body
was captured by realtor Max
Decktor who ran as an independent.

Both groups expressed Anger
towards the government for not deal.
Ing directly with the Sinal settlers
ibout their future

Candidates were slected directly
to the town committee, and not as
representatives of party llsts The
election brought out a high turn-out

from the town, as 310 voters of 830
ellgible residents cast their ballots
here yvesterday,

The town committee haas no
iegialative authority. but can only
serve as a linison body between the
citizens and the Ministry of Housing,
which i{s responsaible Tor [he ad-
ministration and services of the
community. Those calling for com-
pensation, however, voiced their
belief that the committee should be
empowered Lo deal directly with the
Eovernment over this |ssue

The election demonstrated that a
aizeable proportion of the town's in-
habitants believe thal some arrange-
ment will be worked out between
Israel and Egvpt that will enable
Yamit to remain under laraeli
soverelgnty. 'We have not been
served officlal notice by the govern:
ment that we will have to leave our
homes." sald one candidate who op-
posed immediate compenaation
talks. “And we stl]] have a long time
in order to reach some kind of modus
vittemdy,
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' Seven stores sold
in Yamit centre

| YAMIT, — Baven new stores |
local commercial centrs ware sold
eaterday In closed bldding by 30
armit familles for an average prios
i of about IL10,000 per square metre.
The largest store, 187 aquare
| metrea, was sold for close to ILim..
| ineluding VAT. The purchasers sald
, that they expect to lnvest
| anather ILB00,000 in equipment to
| open & restaurant by the middle of
April. Other stores sold will be &
bookshop, cosmetic store, and in-
surance and travel agency.

In sddition, the Yam!t Establlah-
ment Board announced plans to open
& municipal tourist offlce and a
munieipal Information centre,
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Only a couple of manths ago, the residents of Yamit were looking confidently towards the day when their town
wmidhemmimmh_mm,mapopdatmoﬂm,m.Asamauitofﬂ'leBegin

peace proposals, confidence has besn replaced by confusi

——

IT'S8 VERY POSSIBLE that the
people of Yamit have been mis-
understood. News coverage tends
to be incomplete, reflecting only
the top layer of public opinlon. da.
Yamit this week, that top layer
has been repeating over and over,
to anyone who would listen,
“Iaracli sovereignty in the Raflah
Approaches. We will not be
moved.”

For six years, Yamit has been
called “Dayan’s brainchild."” In
1972, the then defence minkater un-
veiled his dream of a city of a
quarter of & million inhabitants

and began prrangitg tripa for im-
pressible people to see the loea-
tion, -~ °

They were increduloup. *‘You're
going 10 bulld a city on theae sand-
dunes?" they exclaimed. *'Im-
possible!"” There was no one there
to anawer them bbbl some
ascattered Beduln families,

In 1973, Jewish Mational Fund
bulldozers started flattening the
duncs. At the same Ume, &
of Ruasian immigranta were to
by an officlal of the Jewish Agen-
cy's Bettlement Department that

. if they really wanted Yamit to be
built quickly, the best thing they
could do would be to go and live as
close as possible to the site. Ten
tamilies accordingly moved Into
*temporary’’ quarters at moshav
Sadot.

In March 1974, on the day con-
struction started, Yisraeli
Kuzenilz, o leader of the group,
was in Philadelphia, sddressing
gathering of 20 families from all
over the United States who had
shown an interest In living In
Yamit. In October of that year,
after four monihs at the

absorption centre, 12
of those families were handed the
keys to thelr flats in Yamit.

THE TOWN DEVELOPED slowly
— too slowly for the people lving
in it. The first winter brought only
20 families: with the end of the
school year, the number went up
to 200. Another year brought
another 1580 familles.

It waan't long before A commer-
cial centre was bullt, complete
with supermarket, brightiy-lit
hardware store, trendy clothes
store and coffee shop, all ahowing
a strong Western influence In
their design. But there aren’t
many amenities of that kind in
Yamit. For two yoars, people
have been watching their Batur-
day night movie seated on a cold
atone floor — In the open air. And
mothera having to take their
children lor medical tests stand at
the entrance to the town to hitch a
ride to Beerzheba Hospital.

ANl this time there has been no
B of official reassurances.

e, it musl be absorbed 012
;htzn‘:;ul of t nib:;:'rul in
el .t'? Prime Minister Rabin
told the residents in November
1976, “Turacl wants h:nd ia ready

all negotiationa . This
i:ru“ go together 'Eth gecures
" because the assurance of
security is the sapurance of
'”-?-ﬁy believed the headiine in
The “Posl | Ritnister
: n
E:nﬁl ago: “‘Yamit gets go°
ahead for mansive h. Fm;

ning was begun for R city o

100,000 Inhatiinnts.
-~ 8o tar, gome IL300m, have been
fnvested i Tamit, and & similar
amount, fof infrastructure alone,
in the surrounding pettlements.

One moshav, Neof Sinal, has had

1L28m. of this sum, which means

approximately TL1.8m. per fami-

lyv.

on,

it
TODAY. the Inhabitants of Yam
are in a state of psychological

shock: they simply believe
their ears. After years of
reassurances and promises, of be-
ing lulied into belleving that giv-
Ing the area back to was ab-
sojutely out of the qu n, they
“are facing & new reality.

This week, Moshe Dayan came
hl.ﬂ‘htu"h.mitﬂfurﬂ;nmtnhtﬂr.
“If you stand In the way of
peace,’” he warned now, ''the

is not golng to back you."
country g not Sor

Did he mean that Yamit didn’t
want peace?

REACTION to the prospect of
¢ had been slow here. Only

peac
I.hr!t weeks g the town was
more cnmarn:ﬁn about electing &

- — =

new council, the bad bus service,
'theupmln[ul:newhrmhput
office, a high school for future

teenagers

Zo'ev Ofer, s general In the
regsorves, wes too busy learning
hia dutles as the Houslng

-

Ministry's new representative in
Yamit to think about the posaibill-
ty that ¥Yamit might be returned
to Egypt. "'It's ridiculous even Lo
discuss it,"" he said.

he was right. Accord-
ing to Begin's plan, Yamit iteelt
is not to be given back. The entire
area will, certainly, revert to
Egyptian sovereignty, but the

Israell scttlements will rememn -
under Israell control, with lsraeli
gervices and defence forces.

The prime minister has been
trying for the past two weeks to
gonvince the people of Yamit that
they have nothing to worry about,
‘““We want you to be part of
Israel,' he keeps saying. But
they've heard that line before, and
this time it Is more difficult Lo
belleve it.

WHEN BEGIN announced his
plan, the people of Yamit started
envisaging their town as a Jewish
ghetto surrounded by hundreds of
thousands of Egyptiana.

“We didn't come here to live In
Egypt,' was the general feeling.
And after a series of long town
meetings, !t was agreed that
Yamit must remain under lsraell
sovereignty. That too much had
been Invested here to just get up
and go.

They decided to begin their
campaign with demonastrations,
and phone calls to the news media
at all hours of the day and night.

Their strident volces have been
heard, but very little has been
forthcoming in the way of con-
erete counter-proposals. They
have not been very succeasful, as
vet, in convineing the Israell peo-
ple of the rightness of their cause.

A visit to Jerusalem last Sunday
afternoon — while 3,000 In-
habitants of development towns
from Ophira to Katlzrin were
gathered pt moshav Sadot to hear
two ministers telling them that if
Yamit foundered, It would be
because its Inhabitants had aban-
doned it, not the government —
was |nstructive, People in the
capltal were remarkably un-
concerned, one way or the other.

“Wake up.'" sald one friend.
““No one in the rest of the country
cares about Yamit, Can't you un-
derstand that?"

What he meant was that very
few people cutaide Yamit had
been persuaded that its exiatence
was of any Importance.

“I'm willing to give up Yamit
for peace," sald another. voicing
what seemed to be a fairly general
ppinion. ‘1 don't think it should
have been built there in the first
place."

Where Yamit has falled so far is
that it has not found a way of
showing the nation that It is not
necessary to “'sacrifice” Yamit in
order to achleve peace.

S0OME OF THE residents do not
hold with demonstirations.

“"Pure demagoguery.’’ says
Yitzhak Shaflan, who with his wife
Yehudit edits the local bl-weekly
paper

A glance al last week's edition
might be rather more Instructive
about the different shades of opl-
nion here than five minutes of
speeches in the radio and TV newn
hulletins,

writes The Post's ZVI ARENSTEIN, who lives there.

in an article entitled, ‘to
say and wm::ldn."' T '
one resident |1 HET

“There i3 a possibllity of &
peace agreement with Egypt that
will leave Yamit outside full
Izsraell lnwulgqt&, When that
day comes, it Ts the pize of our
settlement that will determine our
position. A small settlerdent will
disintegrate and disappesr by
itself, A large, stubborn sattle-.
ment will oblige Israel, without
going counter to Beagin's
proposals, to retaln practical

authority over the area."

Another article calla on the
prime minister to bulld his retire-
ment home in Yamit — In fulfll-
ment of & wish he expressed dur-
ing a vislt to moahavy Neot Sinni
last Succot. The article suggests
that Sadat also be invited to
develop & plot of land for himself
in Yamit,

A kindergarten teacher con-
tributea the comments of her five-
year-olds when she talked to them
‘ut peace. Some examplea: , -

onen: 1 want Begin to leave us
Yamit, because I love it.

Limor: We've already
decorated our houses and
room. My parents have even
ght a new couch. How can we
ve?

Tal: I don't want there to be
war, and we won't give Yamit .
back.

The same issue of the paper
carries a telegram from the Haifa
branch of the Ben-Gurion S8ociety,
which reads:

“We share the anxiety of the In-
habitants of the Rafiah Ap-
proaches, 8inal and the Jordan
Valley. Abandoning to the UN
settiements that will later be turn-’
ed over to Egyptian sove
will set a dangerous prm
and will be a strong blow to
Zionism, apart from the
government's promises to the
people.”

Yehudit Shaflan herself says In
an editorial thet negotiations are
still continuing, nothing is yet
final, and the Housing Ministry Ls
going on with its normal bullding
operations. The Israel
ment Is Indeed looking real
peace, but it has assured Yamit
residents that they will not be left
without Israeli services or
defence forces.

“We as cltizens of Yemit," she
concludes, '‘have to weld
ourselves inte a concerned com-
munity that will contribute from
within to the development and
blossoming of our settlement
through the feelings of mutual
reaponsibility that we all share,”"
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YAMIT SEEMS to have two alter-
native roads ahead of it.

The pessimists foresee people
gradually moving away, factories
cloaing down berause of lack of in-
vestments. The optimists would’
prefer to take Prime Minister
Begin at his word when he says
that the government is behind
Yamit. But they want him to un.
derwrite hia word with actlon.
They see Yamit developing quick-
ly, with the same spirit that
created the communications cen-
tre at the Jerusalem Theatre in
November, but with all the
ministries involved, and not just
one.

The pessimisis say that Yamit
will no longer be wviable under
Egyptian sovereignty. Its citizens
will not agree to pay taxes to
Egypt (and they are much lower
than Israeli taxes, by the way) or
have their bables born with dual
citizenship, or depend on Egypt
for their water.

The optimists assume that the
majority of inhabitants would
prefer to adapt themaelves to the
realities of the situation and stay
to develop their town. And they
picture that development as tak-
ing the form of an operational cen-
tre for a series of joint Israeli-
Egyptian industrial and touriam
projects for the whole area.

Which is the road to take?
will turn Yamit into & Jewish ¢
munity (complete with yeshiva
on the border between two
developing countries, each help-
ing the other. The other will make
the partially-completed plans f
a clty of 100,000 people a
worthless as the sand-dunes it was
to be bullt on. O
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Yabi — Attornay-Genel al

Aharon Baralt yopterday visited
gettiomanta In The Rafleh area and
gpake with ool roaidents and of-
flciala, rho § -4 bl for his inter-
pretation of thele future.

Devid HNahmias, giminiatrative
head of the Be thamm Projeal an i of
ths Yamlit gettlamnent reglon,
roported 10 Fargk 0n :.:,Tj-:n:!l.‘u:a.]
gatilemonds I tho region sud o
ourTent SonELr pallom work.

i,

fries wout the
gettlaments and thelr
;ad the attornay-
| for an cxeol dafinitlon of the
mant'a orm, vpipengthening

goverm
tho oxisting patiiaments.” Barak
reporiedly did Aot angwar.

“I‘hu enbinet dauided thin weak 10
sgtreugthon' suicting gutiloments

writh rnors people and lund, but not 10
tuild any new cned. Jowlnh Hational
Tund bulldowsrn, howaver, Were

13 WL 973

g 13

Sl e W ﬁi!ﬂl

reparing {and this week for psvaeral
gettlaments which did not exist lnsl
wenk
Barak elso heard reporta from
Houglng Minlstry officinls on
puliding I Samit and on plana for
congtruction. Danl Nahahon, speak-
ing for the residents of the town. ask-
ad Barak for a meeoting In Jerusalem
to dipcusa in dotall the ramifications
of the soversignty lasus.
The gm‘err.mur.'.‘:- peace plan
propoacs Exyptian sovereignly over |
el of Sinai.
A digouasion Wwas alsn held on the
Eaduin famllies living Among the .
prlm treea along the Yamil beach
Yamit officiais peid the Beduin.
many of whom are raconl arrivals
are interfering with tourism
development projecis
The n.ltﬂ:‘ﬂl."}'-ﬂlchui wan Lakan on
a jeep tour, with Oaza Birip military
yernor Yoael Castel at the wheel,
through the palm iree arcd
Barak alao rgured Moshavy Badot
and other l.g'rirtu'ltura.] gettiemeantn
as far west as El-Ariah

Y.L
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Plan to increase population
in western Negev, Yamit area

dJerusalem Poal Reporter

Flans to double the population of
the seitlements In and around the
Rafinh area were announced yester-
day at o meeting of the Jewiash Agen-
cy Executive by Ra'anan Weitz, head
of the Agency's Beitlement Depart-
ment.

Weitz noted that there are 13
seitlements in the area and another
five are under construction. The 1,000
families living there at present are to
be doubled according to a plan to be
presented to the settlers in the area
within & few waeks, Weitz sald.

The “Southern Project,” which
calls for 100 settlements to be set up
in the wesatern Negev and Raffah Ap-
proaches — desplie plans to restore
Egyptian soverelgnty to territory
across ithe Green Line — will be con-
centrated in the Yamit area, he sald.
There and in the new western Negev
settlements, 10,000 families will
make their living from farming, and

gnother 25,000 breadwinnors witl —

work In services. Weltr announced
that David Nahm'as has beoan ap-

pointed coordinator of the Southern
Project

Weitz also recommended the addi-
tlan of 1.00¢ families o the 21
settlementa in the lower Jordan
Valley, in which 3300 persona now

live, Weitz said there will be no trouw-
ble attracting settlersto these areas.
In the past week, he said, there have
been dozens of requests from
prospective settlors, ""We must fully
support the government n backing
the settiers,”” he sald,

Meanwhile, the Ministcy of
Constryction and Housing has an-
nounced that 12% plots are avallable
in Yamit for private building. Those
Interested in slgnipg up for the
“Bulld Your Hom« in Yamit" project
may do so unti! January 31 at the
project office in Yamit. on Monday.
Wedneaday and Thursday from #
w.m. il noon

TEES e

JI M 1979



‘s mimerable. We cin ouiw
or we can rise to the requiramen
a elvilized people und pﬂvid: them

with physical aurroundings to mateh
their value to us,

Assuming that the governmant
sustaing lta concern for thess 8,000

families, and assuming that waorid

Jewry Is willing to support the effort,

how ghall we proceed? Very careful-

ly. If we let ourselves be rushed by
R LU bag T - the needs of politicians ard fund-
¥ awin Y oo VP raisers to show concrete (pun Intend-
B vE R — ed) resulta, we will emerge with a
programmeaddresssd to the "desary-
ing poor"” and the wged. while
pretending that it deals with all the
needs of all 45,000 famites, In addi.
flon, the pressure for cesults will
reinforee the characteristic tenden-
cy for & government to plan “top
down'' — to tell people wha: la good
for them and do it. Left belind will
be the opportunity to bulld eomn-
munities, as well as houses, nn well
aa the opportunity to help people con.
vert those houses Into socially
healthy homesa

r o s= msme meue

LreEge maas dumny eeees

ol T b L R - ]

7 .-_.-rrg':':‘.': 15 1"an

\ =51 = B o
et RIDET THE essentisl fact 1s that & house s
MK SERD TR not & home. It can becomae a home

with the warmth, control and direc-
tion that & good home providas, Bul,
that requires time, sducation, and
the provision of resource oppor-
tunities ag that residents can become

T able to manage thelr own lHves, as
&2 well as the houses they live [n,
T oY In an era where gpesd Lmplies
rIno progreaas — thia i a plea to go slow.
Ena o Iarael has institutionalised enough
wrong housing answers In responoe
" " :,j”n to the exigencics of the 50's and 60's
inlkd e Wo now. nesd and
n e apphisticated sttempta th Relp thene
45 e 45.000 familles Some famlilen re
nypwna quire housing and only that. Bome
1 = Y families reguire much more help If
S v thelr house s to becoms a home. Lat
o ua not confuse the needs of the two in
" e order to show gqulck results,
¥ navona .
TEn Byk The author {¢ a former aenior
na man research associate udth the Urban
W3 npd Institute in Washington, D.O
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