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tion workers without facing the ac
e wrath of .the Construction
‘urkcni' Union.

This wage hike was agreed upon
last December and took effect at the
beginning of this month. It 15 bind-
ing on all members of the Contrac-
tors’ Association, which includes
Solel Boneh.

"However, the financially-troubled
firm had previously signed an agree-
ment with the banks propping it up
to the effect that it would tot grant
any salary increases this year. Such
niceties normally do not trouble
trade anions in search of more mon-
ey but occasionally, there are
exceplions

“HBecause Solel Boneh is a Hevrat
Ha'ovdim company,” Shlomo Da-

feld's decision |
itive,”" Dahan says, addi
the union intends fgacontinue
ing the trade u boss
point.
MONEY IS very much on
mind &t the moment, and
sent riots in the territories
en the union the chance to d
further pay rise over and a
recently-awarded 10 per ¢
The mass absence of Pi
workers — who constitute h
80,000 people working in
fion - has highlighed th
dence of the building in
Arab workers from the te
“The situation at preser

hah, the soft-spoken éecrefary-gen-
eral of the Construction Workers’
Union explains, “we can't declare a
labour dispute.”

This seems §trange in light of the
usual :

wnion
Hee i
arbitr
Solel
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statistics reported yesterday.
Based on data supplicd by the

. Housing Ministry on the country's
24 largest cities and towns, the bu-

-reau found that 2,179 new homes
had been sold in January-March,
compared with 2 560 in October-
December 1987, Compared with the
first quarter of last year, however,
{he number of homes sold rose 20%,
from 1,816 ;

Reflecting the first-quarter down-
furn in the number of private sector
housing starts, from 840 to 725, the
number of homes offéred for sale
was off 6.6% from the previous
quarier and (1.6% from a year earli-
ef, to 5,385
That brought the number of

homes still on the market to 3,206 at
the beginning of April, unchanged
from October-December but down
e lrom a year ago.
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Jerusalem, Beershe

MNetanya, Petah Tiky
and Tel Aviv, repori
Of the major cities,
Rishon Lezion saw |
Breaking down sal
phase of constructic
category, homes s
stage, saw the bigges
previous quaiter, d
1,819, although on
basis it reflected th
38% . The number s
pletion edged down
tober-December an
sharp 33.6% from t
to 237.
Only the tiny cate
ed homes sold saw
last quarter, a shar
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S groups in the city,"”
City Hall Square i¢ a five-year
project which will bring together
municipal offices now scattered
throughout the city, while saving
historic buildings which would have
been demolished under a previous
plan. (Continsed on Page 21)

Armenian ironwork, Russian insig-
nias and bullet-scarred walls from

the days when the city was divided.
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Nes Ziona mall

Construction begins this month
on Clal Real Estate Ltd.'s first en-
closed shopping mall, a relatively
modest 14,000-square-metre project

ted at the entrance to Nes Ziona

id dubbed Kenyoter. It will, con-
tain stores, movie theatres, cafes
and parking for 600 cars, '

Clal holds a 50% interest in the
$8.3 million project, with Israeli and
South American investors sharing
the remaining stake, Construction is
ﬁ%;ﬂu!ed to be completed in June

Marketing of the commercial
T. which Clal will be conducting |
an unindentified American
company that specializes in develop-
ing malls, beings in about & month.
Space will be leased at about NIS 45
& square metre annually,
Clal estimates it will serve a mar-
ket of around 400,000 people
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Joshua Brilliant adeds.
Representatives of the West Bank
settlement of Kedumim yesterday
complained to Prime Minister Sha-
mir thit the IDF has failed to pre-
vent daily Palestinian attacks on
them and that red tape was hamper-
ing the settlement's development,
Yossi Magal, Kedumim's chairman,

d The Jerusalem Post the setilers
anted the Defence Ministry and
e Public WU[}Ei Duiﬁnmcm to
wild more roads sKiffing Arab
towns such as Kalkilya and Azoun
which they pass while travelling be-
tween Kedumim and the coastal
plain. ..

Magal quoted Shamir as express-
ing readiness to look into the prob-
lem and see if he could help. Sha-
mir's office said the premier had
voiced “full esteem” for the settlers
and satisfaction that more people
were willing to move to Judea and
Samaria,
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