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Friday, November 30, 1990 The Jerusalem Post

L R

3
-

Red tape strangles U.S. builders

BILL HUTMAN bailders, particularly fram the L.5. Housing Ministgr
Fost Reporter ﬁrlrlShrunlhdamhrmmrpm-mmmr

Hm_rﬂ.ﬁ-mrmﬂrluhﬂhﬂiﬂnmh U.Smdhmpelhi:mhmu-MManhmh
hw%wmﬂ}mﬁmbh‘ building here.
rr:-redllprmdlte“nldhgnnm“lhtpnlh 'Ihni:&glryhupﬂl fo cash in on the wesk 1.5,
in the market, & senjor 1.5 Embassy officlal snid hausing maker, believing builders ihere would jump
Yesterday, 8 the chance o work in Lerpel,

Only nine U.S companies ent bids in the minks- Al first, this reasoning proved true, but the con.
Iry's largest temder ihis year, wax closed fwo fractors soon became disillusioned wiih what the
weeks ago. In Asgust, however, dozens o U.5 comps-  foyng here, Mercurio said, 11,5 companies had .
niles entered bids in the minlstry's first major tenders culties with the “alg boy netwark ™ jhay characierizes
mlmed ot solving the housing shortage misch of the Tsraeli housing market, he sajd,

In the interim, 1.5, builders found that the minks- A delegation from the Washinginn .. -hased Ma.
u—;hdﬁhmdhhl'ﬂmy.lﬂﬂudﬂ{ﬂﬂﬂu. lhu.ihnchﬂmnrﬂum Builders thai visiled here
Ehe embassy's commercial sttnche, suld in an inter- g werks apo was tobd by it Tsracli counterpart ihag
view. As & resuli, the contractors began o shy awaY it would be Fuifle o start building now because of

build, he added. ’ © o Inconsisten Rovernment housing policy.
- bullder and saw fhai ihe local Zvi Friedman, fpokesman for the lsrael Builders:
Eu¥s were noi doing misch, would you wani fs el mnd Contraciors Assnciation, said fhe two promps
imvolved? Mercarip maked, considered sipning o conperation agreement, byt the

Minkiry officinls have made It clear that the hous- Lsraelis rejected the ides. *There would be ng renson
I crisis can only be tnckied with the help of forelgn oo that now, he smbif,

Eitan proposes 3-state desalination plant .

Fndabs ey b B S
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| Friday, November 30, 1990 The Jerusalem Post .

Red tape strangles U.S. builders

BILL HUTMAN
Jerusalem Post Reporter
Many U.5. construction firms have bost interest in
the local bullding market becanse of Housing Minis-
try red tape and the “old boy network™ thai prevails
in the markel, o senior U5 Embassy official sad

¥

Dinly nine 1.5 entered bids in the minis-
try's largest tender this venr, which was closed rwo
weeks a0, In Angust, bowever, dozens of 175 compa-
nies entered bids in the mindstry's first major tenders
nlmed af the housing shortage

In the l:'hmlnh 1.5, bullders found that the minis-
try had reduced its bureancracy, Michael Mercurko,
the embassy's commerclal attache, said in an inter-
view, As m result, the contractors began lo shy away
from Tsracli offers fo build, be sdded. :

“*If you were a U5, builder and saw that the local
puys were nof doing much, would you wanl o gel
invelved?"" Mercurio asked.

Miniwiry officials have made it clesr that the hous-
ing crisis can anly be tckbed with thie help of foreign

bdlders, particularly from the 1.5, Howsing Minister
Artel Sharon smd sendor mintstry officizls wend io the
L5 and Ewrope this summer (o driam ap interest in
building here,

The ministry boped o cash in on the weak L5,
haissing muket, believing buibders there woubd jump
al ithe chance o work in lsrael.

Al firsl, this reasoning proved frue, bui the con-
traclors soon became disillssioned with whal they
found here, Mercurbo sald. U.5 companies had diifi-
calties with the *‘old boy network™ thal charscterizes
miueh of the lsraell bousing morket, he sald,

A debepation from ihe Washinglon D.C.-based Na-
tivnal Association of Home Bullders that visited here
twi weeks ugn was told by its sraell counterpart that
it woull be fulile to starl buallding now because of
inconsislent governmenl housing policy,

Zvi Friedean, spokesmon for the Teraeli Builders
sl Contractors Association, said the fwo groups
considered skgning a cooperation sgreement, bul ihe

Isrmelis rejected the fden, *“There would bi no reason
o that mow.”” he sasd.

Eitan proposes 3-state desalination plant

sbe Fin Bd _Lu-._l-_
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Redtape
drives away
“i!;z';'g_ | b"lldEl’S

HERE KEINON
Jerumlem Post Heporier

Inan emation-packed 24 hours, a
record 1800 immigrants landed at
Ben-Gurion r".ifpnr: vestenday, [0
of them from Ethiopéa.

Fourteen flights from Budapese,
Bucharsst ond Warsiw hl’rl"||'_||1|
T Sowviet Jewish immigranis
-5.|n:.-rh|.1 1N} sre dioe today, bring-
img the month's total o & record
"I"'l ﬂl:ﬂ.l
. Yesterday's armvals from Ethio-
pia bring to nearly £50 the number
i baveoome this month from Addis
Ababa, where thousinds mare
W misson to leave

mumbled through sobs when she
beld her children. Hanna, 7, and
Megquanet, 9, appeared bewildered
by the media attention. Looking on
Wwits their brother Avi, 6, whom they
had never seen, because he was
borm in Isragl. Within an howr, the
three children were wrestling on the
fioor in the Absorption Minstry's
hall at the aimport,

“Iam very, very happy," said
Rina, who is in ber eighth month of
pregnancy. “These children were al-
wavs on my consclence. T did right
by leaving them m E hiopiz. IF we
bl "11-:1|I|:ht them with us, they

Yol, LVTIL, Mo, 17607

Record 1,800 immigrants

on the dangeroos ek, o journey
which killed hundreds,

The children were keft with their
grandmother, Alemanch Gelay,
who arrived with them iogether with
an aenl &l oncle

The Engedaw’s problem, which
was taken up by the North Ameri-
can Conference on Ethiopian Jewry
several years ago, was thus solved
yestarday o fow weeks after the two
children infrodiced themselves 1o
Deputy Sciencs Mimster Geuln Co-
hen during her récen! visit to
Ethiopia.

Friday, MNovem

I T
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Friday, November 30, 1990 The Jerusalem Post’

Red tape strangles U.S. builders

BILL HUTMAN baurflders, particularly from the 115, Housing Minfsier
Post Reporier Ariel Sharon and senior ministry officials went 1o he
Many 11,5, consroction firms have jos interest in 15 and En this semmer to drum up Interest jn i

> the local building markeq because of Housing Minis. building here,
i Iry red tape snd fhe “old bay metwork™ that prevails The minkstry hoped (o cash in on the wealk 1.5,
In the market, » senlor 1,5 Embassy officinl said howsing mpkeq believing builders there wonld jump

¥

Oy nine 11,5 enlered bibds im the minis- Al first, this ressoning ved true, bisl jhe T
Iry’s largest tender bs year, which was closed W0 tractors smon becarpe dl.ﬁrll;lumd With what they
weeks age. In Augut, however, dazens of 11,5 compa-  found here, Mercarin said. U.S companies had dim.
nides entered bids in the minksiry's firs major tenders culties with the *oig boy network'* rhai chirmeter]pes
Blmed ai solving the hausing mueh of ihe Isrmeki housing miarket, he waid,

In the interim, 115, buliders fou that the minis- A delegation from ihe Washingsion L hased Ma-
Iry had reduced jig buresucracy, Michar] Mereurio,  tiona) Association of Home Builders that visited here
" the embasay's commercigl sliache, said in an inter- weeks ago was told hy its Fsracl counterpart thag

vhw.hnru:ﬂ.hmlﬂdnnhwtuﬂur-ﬂr it would he Futile to ciprs building now because of
from Ierneli offers 1o build, e added, ¥ T Iconsisiem Bovermment howsing policy,

“If you were g 1.5, bullder and saw that the local Evl Friedman, spokiesman for the Israeli Huflfers
Elys were not doing much, would you want 1o Bel  and Contractors Assnctation, said (he Iwo prowps
involved?"" Mercurig nsked, considered signing 5 conperathon agreement, hast i

Ministry officiabs haye made It clear that the hogys- raels rejeciod the idey. “There would be no repsan
=F Ing crisis can only be inckled wiih the help of foreign g0 thit now,™ he suie

it S —

ity

. |Eitan proposes 3-state desalination plant .
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