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The Ioindars af the selfioment azpired
to estabilist it adjaoent boShecham
{Nabius) ieoallon of tho jaifial
satilementin e land of [sraol Gy
Abiaham our palnatth, HersJeoob
pifchased his frsl plod of IEnd, and
tha coveran] babaeen G- and the
peopks ol lsrasl in the-tamd of sl
was eslablished hare

K aduman: & communit {3stilemant),
incated on the Kinr Safie-Shecham
o, wind masEh lahad an Chanukah
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Cravher cRmep was st up o e qall
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Mcveh A year Enar  was detided 16
call e place Kedusmant, nnd ihoeama
pf ik “Fshkublyvot’ - sl pha-1ak
homes Bafanging 1o & Jewnah
AgEnay - was el Up

WiLhle four yaais the settement grow
bo 120 fmilies: The esidants then
procednd 1o Bued their permangnd
glalpptic

As ol today, residing in Kadumim 418

bt ol ol (amiiTes fam vafious soscifurmg
and commnites o Israslsocisty,

resdan s of Mol aha rew

immigranis, young souples.and the
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Education and Culture

The educational netwaork in Kedumim
actomodates more than a thousand
childran,

* Day Gare Centers lor infants from
5 montis

* Public and Private Nursery
Schools

* Elemantary School

* Junior/Senior High School

* A College Yeshiva which has
gxisted hare since the
establishmant of Kadumim, Itz
main amphasis s on the
seftiernant of the Land according
to the Torah,

* University College.

The pride of Kedumim is its
comprehansive regional girl's Junior
High/Senior High School which won
the religious education prize for the
year 1

The Junlor and Senior High School
for boys is In the nearby settlement of
Karmel Shomron.
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For children and adults thare is a
wide variety of rich activilies
including: Torah classes, communily
center clulbs (arts and crafts, sports
eic.) lectures, Tilms, performances,
youth groups, a club for alder yoauth,
8 mLesic school, and a library for
reading and resgarch

Ot of the desine to bring togethar
Am Yigreel the Eretz Yisrael Academy
was established as & center for
learning and explanatory instruction;
and adjacent to it Is the Kedem
Archeslogical Museum
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Developement and Construction

Neighborhoods

There are four different
neighborhoods [sections) in
Kedumim, threa.of which ang
residential.

&, Southern Kedumim:
Temporary housing (small pre-fab
homes) and two rasidantial
neighborhoods [permanent
housing). Thers ane 1200 persons
in this section of Kedumim. The
public services ane akso
concaniratad in this main area.

B. Givat Shalem (the center hill):
The homas here were built &5 a
devalopmant with a certaln unifarm
shyla of constrection. Much
emphasis has been given for
community developmant which
include “Holland style streats”,
Iam:ls-cap-r'll:g%ardans and a big
playground. There areg
approximataly 800 people on the
Givan (Hilly with ptans and the
beginning of construction for 70
additlonal housing units.

C. Northern Kedumim:
Thera are families in temporary
houging accomodations, with plans
Iy the niear future for 200 housi
units (private construction “bui
wour own home"), Level-housing,
public, buikdings..

D. Eastern Kedumim:
Located here are the college of
Judea and Samaria buildings,
designated to be dﬂvalopa-:??nlu a
campus area; small industry and
the permanent siructure of the
Sameria regional council akso
occupy this area.
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Public Institutions

Kedumim b=ing a canfrally locatad
settlemant prowideas regional haalth
and public welfare services; Maccabi
end Histadrut Kupat Chadim Clinics, a
reglonal dental clinic, psychological
services, a Center for Child
Daveloporment and Welfare olfices, a
Pedagagical Genter with a rich library
which seras all of ihe aducational
institutions in the area, In addilion
thera are symagogues in each sechion
for all the communities of Israel and
Mikvehs. Thare is a sports and cultural
canter (built by the State Lottery) as
weall as a hall for evenis and meetings.
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Employment

A gond number of Kedumim's
residents are employed in the area in
varous industry, Heawy and light
industry, printing, food, compulters, as
witl as general sarvices in education
and agricuttura. Tha olhes par of tha
population works in the plain ansa
(Tel-Aviv and surrounding areas) or
more distant locations 1o which they
commute by public fransportation (o
Kfer Saba, Peteh Tikva, Tel-Awviv,
Netanya and Jerusalem

Industry in Kedomim

Cperating on location are & carpantry
faciory, 8 locksmith workshop, & paper
factory, rebbish bin factory, a
laboratory for household chamical
products, a plastics factory, a jgweler,
greenhouses, chicken coops, and
computer services,

Small Shops and Businesses in Kedumim

A grocery slore

Clothing shaps

Electrical appliance stare
Building and Plumbing supphies
{Hardware storg)

Stationery and Toy shep

Fost Office

Small Restauranis
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THE

HERODIAN
FOUNDATION

10 Karen Krnvamat St Jurusalam
Tel {OF) 241724
Fax: (0% 863006

Mailing Addrass:
P.CLB. 11187
Joruaabgm, 81711, iGraal

Hamnk:

Bank Lewmi Leisrasl
Jergaatem Branch-913
No. 5110036
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Am Olam

Am Olam will ba a landscape rich with enjoyable possibilitias for learning and
rediscovery of our Jewish heritage. Bringing together the most modern array of
technologies and lorms of experiential learning, Am Olam invites lsraslis and

their guests to explore the spinitual and physical challenges of Jewish life in
ancient Israel, in tha Diaspera and in the modern state. In a beautifully
designed park seiting, visitors will be able to:

* lake an exciting "time travel” journay through Jewish history

* undertake short- and long-term investigations of one of the most
impressive new archaeological sites in Israsl

= stroll through meticulously re-crealed Jewish historical envirohments
of Biblical Israel, of Europe, the Levant and the Americas

* try out a variety of hands-on leaming experiences, from cooking and
making cloth 1o videotaping and computer simulating episodes of
Jewish history

* share guidod lours of Israel's Biblical landscape with well-iralned
historical botanists and zoclogists

= participate in role-playing simulations of decision-points in the history
of the Jewish people

* sing and dance with friends and family, rediscovering old traditions

Am Olam recognizes the diversity of Jews and Jewish histories. Its aim is not to
proselytize for one expression of Judaism or another, but rather to offer all who
coma — Jew and Gentile, Israell and foreigner, young and eld — the chance to
explore Jewish traditions in a way that Is personally rewarding. It aims to whet

the curiosity and to satisfy the appetite of visitars for full days of richly diverse
activitias.

Richard Rabinowitz, American History Workshop, draft, August 6, 1989, page 1




The Purposes of Am Olam

1. To create a study centar that is altogether new in its methods, broad in its
appeal, economically and organizationally manageable. The mixture of media
is mora than an effort to appeal 1o diverse audiences; it recognizes that different
things are learmed (even by the same people) in different ways, and that
learning is more effective when it is rooted in the full physical and intellectual
activity of the parson.

2. To slimulate visitors to become an ongoing communily of participants. In the
lang run, Am Olam will be a place that registars the involvemant of its uUsSers;
they will be able to return and see evidence of their and other people's learning.
Like a person’s home, Am Olam will grow richer and more vibrant with use,
unlike most installations which begin to deteriorate from opening day. We also
want 1o provida links betwaen Am Olam and other institutions in lsrasl and
abroad, and connections with the family and community life of our visitors.

3. To provoke active learning about Judaism, on the principle that if pecple ara
actively engaged, they will begin to understand their own commitments mora
profoundly. Most theme and amusemant parks are essentially passive and
daetached experiences, in which visitors get on “rides.” We want to make the
experience more active in Its essence, so that visitors can witness thalr own
learning and pleasure. We want to dignify our visitors, rather than treat them as
consumers. For Jews, aclive learning means acting as Jews.

4. To focus on Jewish spirituality as well as materiality. No museum that we
know of currently places a strong emphasis on religious life. The artifacts of
religious life (synagogues, the Temple, Jerusalem, Torah scrolls, binders,
ceremonial objects) are not the same as the spirit of religious life, and it will be

a challenge to raise serious religious questions with the diverse audience we
seak to attract. The danger of museums is always the problem of idolatry.

5. To encourage an open-ended curiosity about Jewish lifs. We do not seek to
inculcate doctrine, but to use learning as a way of discovering and confirming a
sense of Jewish identity. The shape of that idantity will be very different for
different persons, as it has been historically, for ours is not a religion of
uniformity and absolute rigidity. But we want to welcome efforts to reconcile all
who share the destiny of the Jewish people. History is then a way of axploring
the pathways each of us have traveled to this crossroads; by sharing our past
we detarmine to share our future.

Richard Rabinowitz, American History Workshop, draft, August 6, 1888, page 2



One Day at Am Olam

Whether they are just off the plane at Ben Gurion, or driving over on a spring
avaning from Jerusalem or Tel Aviv, or coming in groups from schools, eamps
and setllements, visitors will be greeted personally at the Am Olam Visitars
Center by a gracious and well-trained staff membar. They are each told that the
offerings at Am Olam cannot be seen or experienced in a single day. Each

visitor is registered on the computer and offered help in planning his day's
activitias.

First time visitors will want to get a quick overview of the whole project and site.
Stepping into the Gateways Gallary, the group is shown a video prasantation of
each major experiantial area of Am Olam, in turn. The Rediscovery Guide
describes the activities available that day in each area and signs up each visitor
for his chosen path. A computer pass card allows visitors fo move through the
whole site, participate in group tours, play interactive electronic games and
presentations, even purchase food and souvenirs.

Most visitors will step into a Rediscovery Bus for a thitty-minute multi-media
orientation presentation. The Bus drives into and out of a sequence of exciting

egree wrap-around theatrical anvironments, telling the story of Jewish
history with brilliant stage sffects, light and sound, multi-image and film

projoctions and a human story-teller lo enchant the vigitor with tha rich herltage
of story and commentary In this tradition.

Then they may embark, in groups of ten or fifteen, on a guided tour of the
axcavation of the Tel Yarmout city. Over a light lunch, the group talks with the
archaeologists and compares 1the material found in this Philistine community
with material from contemporaneous Israslite seltlements.

This leads to a walk through a re-creation of David's nascent city of Jerusalem,
Thay partake of opporunities to share in the work of the company, lifting and
placing stones in place, learning how to dress in the garb of the time, speaking
key words in the dialacts of the country. The youngest children in the group
and their parents are invited to join a party of Am Olam staff in playing games
with re-created toys of the period. Oldar children may also clamber through an
obstacle course of Biblical crsatures and situations, trying to stay always on the
“path of rightacusness” laid out in tha prophatic writings.

Relaxing afterwards in a quiet and cool nook, a group of teanagers or adults
examines the evidence in the Book of Samual for David's notions of kingship.
They take turns drafting a response to David for advice on how to conduct the
policy of the young Judean kingdom. Comparing thase Habrew notions of the
leader with those of other Middle Eastern and early European cultures, the
group hypothesizes several alte mative models. Which one is correct? Which
one is eminently Jewish? What is the relevance of these questions for the
problems of Israal, or other nations, today? .

Richard Rabinowitz, American History Workshop, draft, August 6, 1989, page 3




The group leader assigns robes of office, and convenes a meeling of David's
council. Their session is videotaped — copies will be available for visitors to
take home with them. Using computer-generated maps of the kingdom and its
hostile neighbors, the group advises David on his political and military options
and offars him advice, perhaps a tricky thing to do, about setting his royal house
in order. The group’s consensus decisions are then played out, electronically,
against a computer programmed to offer responses to Israslite initiatives, and
an alternative “history” is projected for the tiny kingdom. - _ .

I's now time to regroup. Neighbors from Haita recognize ona another in the
cafeteria, and swap stories about their adventures — the other families spant
the day exploring (including role-playing) the experiences of medieval Jewry in
Spain and an early kibbutz in turn of the cenlury Palestine. Tha food in the
cafeteria is a kind of exhibit, too, with its cuisineg featuring one or another
tradition of Jawish cooking on a monthly basis. The thrae families decide to go
to the festival area to hear a concert of rock music befare leaving. On the way

there, they pass through an exhibition hall housing a book fair for childran's
books on Jewish history, .

At the end of the concent, they depart, filled with wonderful memories of Am

Olam and vowing to return to continue their explorations of its splendid variety
of activities, e e 5

Richard Rabinowitz, American History Workshop, draft, August 6, 1889, page 4




The Different Elements of Am Olam

Am Olam will ba composed of different elements. They willnotallbe
constructed at the same time, or ready for the first opaning. But it is important to
have a vision of them at the star of the project, in order to plan for the best use

of the site. So let's imagine that Am Olam is a composite of the following
aelamants:

1. A Vigitor Cenfar

This should be located adjacent to parking; containing food services
(including fast food, a serious way of sampling historical cuisines, and
supplies for having your own outdoor barbecue) and visitor
conveniences; offering an crientation function; selling tickets: a picnic
area should be nearby.

2. An Introductory Multi-Media *Experience”

This should be a thirty-minute “time travel" voyage, in which visitors are
introduced to all of the major themes at Am Olam through very vividly
produced electronic effects;

3. A Sefies of Ra-Created Historical Environments

Thase ahauld ba vary extansive, anch ona aboul an acre 8o Ihal _
landscapes and well as buildings can be presented: there should be
both "natural” as well as “cultural” landscapes, and they should represent
Biblical Israel, the Diaspora, as well as 20th- century Israel; they should
also be understood as interactive spaces, in which visitors can try thair

hands at various physical and intellectual role-playing and simuiation
axperiencas;

4. A Children's Park on Jewish Themes

Rather than Disney-like passive entertainments, our goal is 1o provide
vigorous physical and menal challenges to children of all ages,
developing a series of cbstacle courses in which they use their strangth,
balance, dexterity, quick reflexes, speed, as well as puzzle-solving,
varbal memory, and leadership abilities, children will proceed through
Bible stories and incidents in Jewish history. They have to "carry” the
Torah into Babylonian captivity and then return it to Jerusalem. Thay
thread a secret line between the Inquisitors' spies in 15th-century Spain.
They have to figure out how o establish a kibbutz by bringing together

enough labor and equipment, whila keeping enemies at bay, to create a
thriving community.

Richard Rabinowitz, Amefican History Workshop, drafl, August 6, 1989, page 5




5. A Formal Changing Exhibition Area
This could be both for exhibits of m;atﬂn'al from 1§raai muéa-ﬁma and for
various trade shows.

6. A Festival Amphitheater
Space, including dressing rooms, aﬁﬁipmam storage areas, and security
facilities for an outdoor festival area. It would be prefaerable to develop

this so that it could be broken up into a variety of smaller spaces, as well,
so that participants could also dance and sing in smaller groups.

7. A Recital Room

There should be a place for poetry readings, for story tellers, for
demonstrations/performances of historic or contemparary music, or for
other similar activities. If this space Is outfitted with video and audic
recording equipment, it can be use as a television studio. Visiting groups
can be invited to sing and can be offered a tape of their songs.

8. An Interactive Research ﬁanﬁr

Visitors can register a “living historical will," leaving behind mmputﬁr
mnslea_'.agasrfnr their descendants or compatriots. They can also trace thair
families’ histories and genealogies, usi ng the computer, and construct a

personal family album out of an archives of Images and lexts developad

in nrul::jnjunc-tinn with other Jewish libraries and museums around the
world.

9. A Book Ei;am and Musaum Shop

A splendidly stocked book, music and artifact shop, with high-quality
crafts and reproductions of historical objects. (Am Olam, in developing
its historical environments — ses # J, above — will become a national
leader In fabricating replicas of the heritage.)

10. A Circulation S];'sram

To move among these diverse elements, without requiring that visitors
drive from place to place, an interasting conveyance should be L
developed. Perhaps this will be a good opportunity alsoto experiment
with teaching, as visitors are a "captive audience” while on board,

v AR ESRTL ;

Richard Rabinowitz, American History Workshop, draft, h&ﬁﬁél é. 1939 paga 6
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