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French Hill ‘a simple,
pleasing composition’

STRONGLY disagree with bolh

Housing Minister Ze'ev Sharef,
and with my colleague Avraham
Rabinovich, who sayas (The Jeruaa-
lem Poat week-end magazine, Janun-
ry T) that the housing estale bullt
on French Hill 18 an architectural
mistilce,

It in panoramically rather a fine
plece of construction, I think. The
blocks are Iotelligently grouped,
with allght varlatlons in helght that
make a slmple and pleasing composl-
tion, 1t does not Intrude on the Old
City's beauty. On the contrary, it
keeps to Israel's plan to locale new
construction along the crest of hills
that ring the natural bowl in which
King David placed his capital.

The hill erest is already occupled
by modern bulldings. There la the
Inter-Continental Hotel, not only an
architectural misfortune but some-
thing of a desecration, with its neon
lights glowing at nl.ght like an nd-
vertisement, There are also the
Augusta Vietorla Hospital and other
ungalnly structures datlng from
before World War I; there is Ha-
dassah; aond there is the THebrew
Univmtt'_r. busy eating up the hill-
side in Ita frantic expansion.

‘No criticlam 1a ever made of all
the bulldings on Mount Soopus, be-

+ eause they are monumental. Monu-

ments are reminilscent of the old
days, when a large proportlon of
hounlng budgets was devoled to
castles, palaces and churches. Thess
massive . struclures outlived the
humbler dwelllngs, and as every-
thing the ancients builf is sacro-
sanct, the Impression remalns today:
that monuments are beautiful —
and resldential housing Is oot

But monuments can ba ugly too,
like the Truman Centre (on Mount
Scopus), which has no stylistio re-
lation whatever to ita environment.

hand, are all diamissed as repulsive;

nssociated as Eﬁ are with modern

THE JERUSALEM POST

- - —— - - ——

January 18, 1972

i

on Christmns Day. 8he wrote that

p—

commercialiam, they become dis-
tasteful by associntion, The higher
the bullding, the more commercial It
sepms, The fight for the beauty of
Jerusalem has adopted an arithme-
tical target: reduction of the nums-
her of storeys bulit, uxuﬁhu nl'
dealgn. .

In fact, the worst in the contem-
parary world is considerably worse
than what Tsrael has to show. Any-
ong travelling from Orly airport into
Parls, or by train through South

o pnmﬁof vmﬁ% :

ol

s S i
i L :X

By David Eriﬁna @:ﬁ

London to Vietoris, can only blink at
the archltectural jungle he see sround
him. And expostulations come from
distingulahed dwellers of theas cltles

French I-III:I ita Jerusalem  stone
glowing in the sun, ls a paradise
by comparison,

Plenty of construction ls going on
beyond French HIll, and one doea
not of course know how It
will all turn out, Today's architenta
can bulld n pleasant villa; but If the
truth be told, they have no ldex how
to deslgn an estate of villas, how to
glve shape and form to an urban
unit made up of private houses,
The Top of the Capital project on
the further slde of French HIll may
turn out better than expected. There
{5 an attempt to make the bulldings
seem to tumble down the hillside,
which may work — thanks to the
providential use of Jerusalem stone,
Fortunately the estate ia beyond Jaru-
salem, well out of aight, and does
not Implnge on the Holy City.

Mr, Sharef has polnted out rightly
that if you build a town, you cannot
help destroying natursl scenery. Tf

ple prefer nature to architecture,
ey should lnunch & movement for
diminishing the human race. Jerusa-
lem la growing, It must grow;
would grow even If It were handed
over to the Arabs, Tt remalned a
mausoleum for untold agea '(to the
satlafaction of Professor Arnold
Toynhes, author of an angry letter
on the subject to “The Times") be-
cnuse the Inhabitants contented them-
selves with slum conditions, and
most of thelr children died of mal-
nutrition or poor ene, so thers
was no problem of natural inorease.

The London “Economist" wsent§
Mlss Sarah Hogg to write about
Jerusalem, and printed her survey

“one could go the lsngth of England
to find publlc housing as pleasing
to look ai as Ramat Eshkol"™

T do not say It is great architec- |
ture. Such a thing does not exist
In this century, But dsrael's bulldera
have tried to do better in Jerusalem
than they do elsewhere. And — #0
far — fthey have increased ths
ﬁt;r:nhrl amenities, notdlnhhhldJ

ﬂ
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