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The “American

M “Jewish Commuittee

DY DY GDPNaR & 22BEAZ ZIIEET TIETL & 95149 prheyY 9 mETRE T o8 TAPTIREKR YA Ta
ISRAEL OFFICE: Rehov Ethiopia 9, Jerusaiem 95 149 @ Tel. 228862, 233551 @ Cable: Wishcom, Jerusalem

August 27, 1984 ‘

Mr. David Levy, M.EK.
eputy Prime Minister
The Knesset

Jeriusalem

Dear Mr, Lavy:

With so much still unsettled, this is hardly the best time
to write you about a forthcoming visit of American Jewish
leaders. Still, some developments have a rhythm of their
own which are beyond our control.

And so, without additional ado, I would like to inform you

that Dr. David M. Gordis, the newly-appointed Executive

Vice Prezident of the American Jewish Committee, will be

coming to this country, for the firzt time in his new capacity,
the week of September 10. The purpose of this wisit is to
become acquainted with this country's leadership and to take
counsel together on how the American Jewish Committee, socon to
celebrate the 25th anniversiry of 1ts I=rael office; can-best
earva JIsrael'"s neads and interests.

Formerly a Vice President of the Jewish Theclogical Seminary

of America, Dr. Gordis brings with him a background of both ”
academia as well as a solid practice in the service of Jews

everywhere. He will be joined by Mr. William Tresten, Assist-

ant Executive Vice Preésldent and Dr. Marc Tanenbaum, Director

of the International Relaticns Department.

I will shortly call your aoffice t¢ solicit your response and
to determine your availability. We thank you in advance for
anticipated courtesies and extend our best wishes on this;
the eve of the month of Blul.

Respectfully yours,

¥ ¥
& }ﬁﬁ jﬁ
# il 3
Dr. M. Eernard Rﬂsni

Director, Israsl ﬂffice
MEE: swh
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My David Levy,

Minister of Housing,

Ministry of Housing,

Hakirya,

Israel Srd April, 1984

Dear Bir,

Re: T.E,T.(Tent Emergency Towns)

We plan to prepare a feasibility study which will undertake to asseéss
the viability of placing long term Tent Emergency Towns in Judea and
Samaria amd in southern lsrael.

A T,E. T, is & town built to accommodate 10,000 persons for periods of at
l#ast twenty wyears and for people who have declded to live in or for
people who have been reallocated to these high technologicel settlements,

The unusual feature of a T.E.T. is that the town's 'tent homes® can be
gquickly erected afiter being removed Irom their metal storage contaimers.

Thia lackable metal staorage contalmér, 5 metrés long x 2.5 metres wide
X 2.5 metres high is packed with all the requiroments for a family
including 4 folded tents, cooking stove, bathroom unit, lavatory, beds
and other domestic items and wtensils, is then transported to its exact
pasition on the T.E.T. site where it is placed into the concrete
IToundations.

Each family af 5 ta 7 persons will have 4 interlocking circular tents
with a total floor area of 100 sguare metres. These superb {high=-tech)
tenta are designed to ITit onto EIPEE'.I.EII'_'F prepared concrete bases.

Once the tents are erected and all the items are placed into position
the empty sunken metal container 13 available for use as more slesping
accommodation or a3 a8 shelter,

The utility services sét into the foundaticns will include:-
Water pipes

Used water and sanitary waste pipes

Electric power cables

Telecommunication cables for television, radic and telephones,
Heating and cooling systems,

Each basic Tent Emergency Town will appear; before the erection of the
tents, like a gigantic chessboard, 1 kilometre square (100 hectares),.

There will be other deeper foundations laid for much larger tents or
prefabricated bulldings suitable for Synagogues; hospital cum clinics,
schools, sports halls and administration offices plus foundations for
small factories, gemeral shops and food stores.

continued
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Dutside of the main T.E,T. itself will be vehicle parking areas,
helicopter pads, the power plant, refuse disposal dumps, sewage treatment
plant, livestock pens, abattolir, water treatment plant, water storage

and fuel tanks,

The erection of these different coloured tents will take only a few hours
and the needy family is then comfortably installed in their new home,

T.E.T's are to provide accommodation for large groups of people from
outside or from movements inside the country in a way which is dignified
and economically effective for pericds of twenty wears and more.

T.E.T"s are unusable and uninhabitable until ERECTED, this prevents
olimatic wear and tear and unsupervised people establishing themselves
on. site or causing damage which could oeceur in a town built of
prefabricated structurdes awaiting ccocupation,

Our initial designs have shown that one Tent Emergency Town will
gecommodate 10,000 persons although 20,000 could be housed if needed.

T.E.T"s, I believe, will be supported by a number of Jewish comsunities
in Europe and the United States because T.E.T's will be easy to sponsaer,
Locael groups or businesses can invest in one or more "family' containers
which will be clearly identified by it's warkings as to who the sponsers
ara.,

Although many "family' containers will be securely packed with all it's
items at large warehouse packing depots in Israel and then transported
to the T.E.T. site, cther "family' containers will be packed in the
United States, Britain or mainland Europe before being shipped to Iarasl,

Where and when appropiriato and after a "family' container has been packed
and made ready for Israel, it is brought first to the Jewish comsunity
which sponsered it for a celebration of thanks and a bleszsing given for the

family { usually unknown) who will eventually acquire this superb sulti-
tent home,

Mr Hoy Farran the sepior partner of D.V.Buck, chartered civil engineers
and myself will be delighted to discuss this proposed T.E.T. project in
detall with any interested party to show that it is worthwhile considering
the preparation of a feasibllity study.

Youra falthfully,

Principal of the project.

P.5. I wrote & similar letter in early March, but 1 have been aaked to
write again by the Office of The President.
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March 2, 1984 k@?

Y &
David Levy ~§}J

Deputy Prime Minister
The Ministry of Housing
Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Mr. Levy:

1 am writing you as an American supporter of Israel who iz extremely
disturbed by recent developments at Kibbutz Yahel.

I have visited Kibbutz Yahel and am aware of the tremendous enthusiasm
generated by its members. This enthusiasm has resulted in additional
Americans coming to Israel. We are always bein% told that Alliya

is most important and this is one of the major functions of Kibbutz
Yahel. .

Yet, housing is not available because funds that have already been
approved have not been released by your department.

1 join with many others in urging you to release money that has
already beeni;ggxﬂpriated so that new housing can be built and

accommodated.

new olim-can

1377 BARCLAY CIRCLE, SUITE &
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RABEB| CHARLES A. KROLOFF
TEMPLE EMARL-EL
Y858 EAST AROAD STRERT
wWeESTEELD. NEW JERSEY OFORDO

Harch 2, 1984

Hr. Dawvid Levy : ' SRRy ”.{L : IJJ]I
Deputy Prime Hinister | i

The Ministry af Housing I 2 2 -03- 1984
Jerusalem, fIsrael '

Dear HWr. Levy,

| write to urge you to release immadiately housing funds previously
allocated for Kibbutz ¥ahel In the Arava.

| have vislted Kibbutz Yahel many times and know that it is one

of the most rapidly growing and strongest of our Kibbutzim in the
gouth, Even [T the funds were raleased now, the houses would not
be ready for occupation until June, 1985 at the earllest. The
frustration of the members of Yahel s growing as is that of their
brothers and slisters In the United States.

| thank you In advance Tor your concern and urge vour Immediate
actlon.

B'shalom ,

. =
Fi3 I1II .
m_'f”i' MNa ™ kﬁl‘mﬂﬂ» (J N

CAK:hal Fabbi Charles A. Kraloff
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""ﬂ;' March 1, 1984

Mr. David Levy . ' i
Deputy Prime Minister : 2

The Hinistry of Housing

Jerusalem, Israsl

Dear Minister Levy:

I wish to add my voice to those who have been urging that housing funds
allocated for Kibbutz Yahel in the Arava be made {mmediately available.

Though you must deal with many requests for housing funds, surely the building
of strong and vibrant settlements in the Arava is of the greatest importance
for the state of Israel. Please do release these funds as soon as possible.
Many of us in America Took to Yahel as an inspiration and as a magnet for

aliyah.
Thark you very much.

Cordially yours,
Wt 4 |

Michael A. Meyér
Professor of Jewish History

MA fbah
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iy 113 |
.:515'1 Irl
. David Levy -
Deputy Prime Minister
Ministry of Housing
Jerusalem, Israel Re: Kibbutz Yahel

Dear Mr. Levy:

It is my understanding that in April 1983 funds were allocated by the Housing
Ministry to build 12 family apartments and children's houses at Kibbutz Yahel.

These funds were to have been released in the fall of 19831, but have not so been
released as of this writing.

Today, we have 6 families each with one child 1iving in a couple's apartment of
approximately 420 square feet. There is no more room in Kibbutz Yahel to accept
any more families.

As you know, having a place to live for someone on a Kibbutz consists of the
life-blood of the community. Without additional housing, they cannot grow and
cannct operate the developing work branches that they have, much less build up
the industry which Israel needs so badly.

These monies have already been budgeted but simply have not been released. Some-
how they are caught up insome administrative foul-up somewhere along the pipe- .
1ina.

The housing situation in Yahel is desperate. We look upon this sort of adminis-
trative gobbeldygook as a serious blow to the ties between world reform movement
and the pioneering zionist movement in Israel. We are doing all we can on this
end to foster such relationship and we resent being treated in this manner.

Please give your attention to the allocation of these funds in the near future
50 that housing once again can be built in Yahel.

truly yours,

(i-l 1
'“I'T"b'lnlll"'l Ep al rﬁ
Member Hational Board of ARZA [ ?lh'ﬁ‘

cc:  Rabbi Eric Yoffie
Edie Miller
Rabbi Roland Gittleson



