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Mr. Solly Sacks,

Chairman, |
Aliyah Department, B & ke 2o
South African Zionist Federstiom, i
JOHANNESEURG -
SOUTH_AFRICA 27 -02- 1979
i

Dear Mr. Sacks,

- !

Efrat ¥ ad ' I

: ) -

In persuance of our recent discussions during your visit to Israel, I am pleased

to present the following proposal to the S.A.Z.F, .E ]

The Israel Government has approved the building of a large urban development on & |
site 20km south of Jerusalem. The town which will be known as Efret, will imcorporste
a number of features making it particularly attractive to Western immigrants. j
i
(1) Efrat will be developed by the Judean Mountsins Development Co, with the demands of its
prospective residents fully in mind. The housing will be of a high quality, both in }
planning and in construction. In the initial stage the construction will be bascd on
individual houses built on plots of between 400 - 500 sq. metres. During the secondary
stage,public housing will be built.

(2) The loans and mortgages for olim who build homes at Efrat are amongst the most
favourable available today in Israel.

An initial housing mortgage or Jerusalem levels IL380,000 will be complemented by

1L 110,000 standing loan which will convert to a grant after a specified period. ._
(These figures are subject to change and can presently be calculated on & basis

of §1 = IL20) In addition, an oleh will be able to utilize any othsr available .
finance (S.A.Z.F. mortgage, bank loans, private capital).

(3) Efrat has been awarded an Industrial Area A status making it extremely attractive
for industrial investment and development, '

.fzittnltto---s_!l
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The proximity to Jerusalem (20 minutes drive) makes it possible to commute daily
to work in the city or to enjoy the full rdnge of social, cultural and educational
services available.

Tel-Aviv is similarly easily accessible via the Bet Shemesh road.

. N TEE

The mix of English-speaking olim, Israelis, religious'snd non-religious residents,
is an element which makes Efrat a desirable areaz - one in which olim will lintegrates
comfortably.

T mee—

Efrat is being built in the beautiful natural surroundings of the Judean Hills.
The protection of the Eastern slopes make for a milder European type climate
both in wiater and in summer,

SR Sp—— amdt Lol

The South African Zionist Federation is I believe presently seeking ¢ solutio ;
to the acute housing problem faced by its olim and prospective olim. Besides the &
advantages enumersted above, it should be stressed that the construction of Efrat
will start in a short time - after the rains the site development will commance,

The land is available and substantial development budgets have been put at our
disposal.

R e

We are therefore able to offer the S.A.Z.F. the prospected date of Septe=ler .
1981, by which the first residents will be able to take occupancy of their homes. il

I would like furthermore to stress that the Efrat project is being implemented
with the full cooperation of the Israel Ministries of Housing and of Absorption, as
well as of the Jewish Agency. The administration of the project, is however in the
hands of the Judean Hills Developmant Co., a non-profit concern appointed to coordinate
the planning, construction and population of Efrat.

Qi ) S ee—

]

The J.H.D. Co initiated and implemented the design end construction of the existing
Etzion bloc settlements. The experience thus gained will be utilised fior Efrat.

In this way we hope to enjoy the fruits of cocperation with the officiz]l bedies,
whilst utilizing our independence to avoid the mistakes of the past, and to imnova
and initiate in planning and building & unique town which will be characterised by i
"quality of life". !

An especially zttractive aspact of Efrat is that it will enable its residents
to create for themselves an exemplary social framework - with communal Ipstitutions
and Ydving patterns of their own choice.

!3----_;1-;-_--&11.-



I am enclosing herewith a brochure containing the plamning conception of Efrar.
During the coming months, we will make available to you more detailed information
regarding prices, dates, registration, building etc. - 7 4

I would be grateful if you would bring our proposal to the attention of the
S.A.Z.F. We would suggest that Efrat be included as one of the S.A.Z.F. projects
in Israel and we look forward to continued contacts te the mutual haneﬁ;k‘ of Efrat,
and South African Aliysh, f

1 await your early response.

LR e T T R T

Yours faithfully,

Copies: Mr. D. Levi, Minister of Construction § Housing and of Immigrant Ilhsnrptm
Mr, R. Kotlowitz, Chairman, Aliysh Dept, Jewish Agency.
Mr. H. Rosenberg, Director-General 5.A.Z.F.
Mr. 1. S5tein, Director, Israsl Ufﬁcﬂ S.A.Z.F.
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