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Joel Rebibo

Some Ethiopian Jews have been
iost in the shuffle as authorities race
o move 1.000 immigrants from
wtels into private apartments by
fanuary 1.

Lulu Gadmu, 70, for example,
urived in Jerusalem's Ramot neigh-
sourhood Monday and was placed in
in apartmenl without utilities, ap-
ahiances or furniture. The aide who
was supposed 1o accompany him
Tom the Princess Hotel in Neétanva
1ever showed up.

Only the intervention of neigh:
r»ours kept Gadmu and his voung
~ife from putting their two young
iaughters. apes S¥ and nine
nonths, 1o sleep on a cold floor

. The Jerusalem Post

without supper. Volunteers brought
blankets and warm food and notified
an Absorption Ministry official who
brought three beds and bedclothes.

According to neighbours, other
Ethiopian immigrants have arrived
in Ramot without orior notice. “1
know of five families who had
similar expeniences.” says Rut
Geva, head of the neighbourhood
absorption committee.

Geva told fn Jerusalem that neigh-
bours are eager to help Ethiopian
immigrants settle into Ramot, but
have been stymied by the Absorp-
tion Ministry.

“People volunteered to come and
clean apartments, bake cakes, help
them get to know their way around
the neighbourhood,” she says. ““But
hme after fime, Ethiopians armve
uppemonnesd 1o filthy apartments,

and our people are frustrated and no
longer as willing to help.’

Many Ethiopians came to Jeru-
salem because of a promise that they
would be allowed to study at Hebrew
University, but they have been dis-
appointed, she says.

The Gadmu family spent last night
with a son who' lives in the Gilo
absarplion centre. Absorption
Mimstry assistan! director-general
Efraim Cohen who was in Ramot o
make arrangements for the family,
said vesterday, “The family will be in
temporary guarters for a day br two
and won’t be moved back until the
apartment is ready.”

A neighbour, Pnina Mizrahi, has
been hired to help the family get to
know their way around the apart-
ment and the neighbourhood. They
were scheduled to move back this

o, ‘¥120

week once the electricity was switch-
edon,

“There were mistakes made
here,” concedes Absorption Minis-
try spokesman Gad Ben-Ar. “We
are making every effort to find out
what happened. But bear in mind
that we are moving hundreds of
families and we're trving to let them
decide where they want to go, Itisa
very complicated process.”

The ministry’s top prionty now is
getting all Ethiopian families cut of
hotels before January 1 when the
current confract expires. “Hotels
aren't healthy for them.” siys Ben-
Ari. “People sit arcund deing no-
thing. They are regressing. They
need to work and get into Israeli
soCiely.

“From & logistics point of view it
would be easier Lo sertle them in

L —

Ethiopian olim oet emply __m_m Without utilities

absorption centres where services
can be centralized, but they are also
a trap. People stay there for years
and don’t enter Israeli society.™

The ministry has a contract with 35
factories to hire and provide on-
the-job. training to Ethiopian im-
migrants. A family of four re-
cejves [S260,000 per month from the
ministry. which Ben-Ari admits is
not enough. ““We are pegofiating
with the Treasury to have this
amount raised for Ethiopians as well
as other immigrants,” he says.

When Ethiopian immigrants take
a low-paying job, they become 2nti-
ted to receive National Institute
Insurance guaranteed-income pay-
ments which are double the Absorp-
tion Ministry stipend.

For those who have not yet com-
pleted ulpan, classes are being
offered in local community centres

e
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Anatomy of a bankruptcy: The case of Clarin Dirot

By PINHAS LANDAL
Post Finance Reporier

Clanin Dirot, in common  with
most of the major bankruptcies this
veur; had a meteoric nse and an even
faster fall. The former led directly to
the latter.

The firm was founded by an Ar-
gentinian family, the Ma-Tovs, who
began business as a real-estate
brokerage company 13 years ago in
Bat Yam.

As Bat Yam and surrounding
areas, notably Rishon Lezion, were
swepl up in & building boom, the
three Ma-Tov brothers, Hugo,
Claudio and Amiram, and their
father. Nestor, cautiously entered
the construction side of the real-
estute market.

As their business blossomed they
threw caution to the winds and be-
came the largest private building
firm in the country — and the maost
BEETEssiVE

Their rapid rise came through in-
novative and large-scale marketing.
Clarin was the first company 10 in-
troduce a “trade-in" system for cus-
tomers to sell their old apartments to
it as part-payment for the new one.

Clann also pioneered the time-
sharing hotel system (the Tiberias
Club Hotel, in which a Clarin com-
pany was a partner, and the Eilat
Club Hotel which seems destined to
never get off the ground), and im-
aginative projects such as Young
Hadera and the Pueblo Espanol villa

| - h

complex on the Rishon Lezion
seashore.

Their innovative and imaginative
approach was based on jncreasing
turnover as quicky as pessible, and
on using the growing scope of the
business as a cover for the low mar-
gins Clarin left itself. As much as 8
per cent of its income went on adver-
tising. according to some estimates.
Unconfirmed reports have hinted
darkly that the owners soaked Clarin
for cash to finance large-scale build-
ing projects in Spain. All these
accusations will presumably be clar-
ified during the liguidation.

What is already clear is that the
company completely misread the
economy in general and the housing
in particular, over the last two years,
and failed to retrench in good time.

Hopelessly overextended, with.cash-
flow falling as sales showed and the
apartments it had taken as part-
exchange falling in value, Clarin be-
came yet another victim of the |983
syndrome: the collapse of badly-
managed companies whose lack of
equity and failure to adjust to chang-
ing trends made their downfall in-
evitable.

Unfortunately, despite the
rumours that surrounded the com-
pany in recent weeks, many custom-
ers and suppliers were unaware of
Clann’s true state and are likely to
be dragged down with it. If. asisalso
claimed, the company continued to
sell flats until the very end. when its
managers knew the facts, there will
be a cnminal trial as well as a civil
one,
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