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DESERTIFICATION

: Tople=s for Consideration;
| Israel’s Potential Contribution to Reversing Deserc

tification

l 1 Climate Change and its Bffect on _Desertification

' There is no consensus among scientists

on the relationshi

between climatic changes and desertification, and little data;
axists to help predict accurately what changes may occur in the

Middle East.

Experts in the field of glob

increase in global temperatures will result in a dramatic .
in evaporation throughout the Middle East.

No one knows for certain whether these changes would cause higher

increase (up to 10%)

or low precipitation
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3.  Soil Erosion. Overqragzing and Lack of Crop Rotation as
Contributing Factors in_the Process of Desertification

One of the causes of degertification 1s the steady increasc
in cultivated land and pastureland which results in the
destruction of the land’s natural defense mechanism against
erosion. Erosion of the upper layer of the soil diminishes its :
fortility and damages its ability to hold water and crops. Soil
erosion is considered to be one of the principal causes for the
crisis which befell American agriculture during the 1930’s, and
led President Roosevelt to initiate major soil conservation '

programs. l

Israeli scientists have gtudied soil erosion, uvergraziﬁg
and crop rotation failure extensively, and developed expertise in
how to overcome these problems in arid and semi-arid areas like

Israel’s South. : |

4. Affgrestation, Crop Rotation and Sustainpble Agriculture on
the Edges of the pesert {

In most of the Middle East .and. throughout Morthern Africa,
the desert is slowly expanding, and encroaching on formerly . ~
usable land. But in Israel the opposite is true: large tracts .
of desert land are being converted into verdant fields, and the
desert is being confined to smaller and smaller areas. These .
changes have been effected principally through thea use of new .
techniques developed in Israel to sustain agriculture under arid
conditions, and in part through the transfer of water to the
Negev from other areas. Historical examples such as that of the
Nabateans have been adapted for use in today’s dry area

cultivation.

5. Irriqgation, Salt Leaching and Minimization of Water Lgﬁg

Israeli agroncmists have developed efficient water
distribution methods, which permit the irrigation of secondary
coils (sand dunes, for example). salt-tolerant crop species have
been cultivated so that brackish water can be used for '
irrigation, and techniques have been developed for rinsing salt

from crop roots. | |
|

These techniques have been employed to tremendous advantage
in Egypt's western desert, where large areas, once entirely . :
barren, are now underfcultivatian. !
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6. erktildi Inc Recycli an

Soil in the Middle East is generally poor in organic matter,
and thus fairly low in fertile capacity. Israel has developed
modern methods of soil enrichment, which apply organic materials
extracted from urban and agricultural waste to low quality or
depleted soils. Israeli scientists have developed techniques for
obtaining higher crop yields by using compost as bed material for
greenhouse use, and as fertllizer on large outdoor plots. : :
Compost is also used to rehabilitate otherwise uncultivable -

gsaline soils.

7. ~Economi ) ckif

| The most advanced technigues must be applied in the struggle
against desertification, in combination with modern sociological,
aconomic and educational approaches. Istael’s experience in |

building settlements in arid and semi-arid areas may prove

helpful in the search for solutions to the problem of

desertification faced by much of the Middle East. o

B. Cloud Seeding : ." i
|

Isracl is currently the only country making extensive use of
cloud seeding techniques to increase precipitation over
( agricultural areas. Both the technical and practical expertise
gained from this experience could be used to help prevent !
desertification throughout the region. !

9, Global Aspects of Desertification

The proposed Middle East Center for the Reclamation of the
Desert could play an active role in global efforts to combat.
desertification. It could be used as an instrument for the |
implementation of the United Nation Action Plan for Combatting
Desertification (PACD), and as a partner for joint research with .
other organizations throughout the world. }

10. Israeli Ac ic and Ing {ons Which Coul
in the Pro i '/
A. Academic Institutions i
1. The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

2. The Technion - Israel Institute of Technulogy§

z &

3
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3. Ben Gurion University of the Hegev, Mitrani Center
for Desert Ecology

4. The Weizmann Institute of Science
5. The University of Tel Aviv
6. Bar Ilan Universiﬁy
B, a ch stitute t
1. The Agricultural Research Organization

2. The Geclogical Survey

3. The Hydrological Service
4. Oceanographic and Limnological Research, Ltd.
5. The Meteorological Service
6. The Agricultural Resecarch Administration . - i
a. Boil and Water Institute .
b. Center for International Development and .'"
Cooperation

TOTAL P.85
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The Director R
\L

Minister of Foreign Affairs
The Ministry of Foreign Affair
Jerusalem

Dear Mr. Peres,

As you suggested, herewith is the proposal uf our Institute to create The
International Peace Center for Bioremediation and Development of Arid Lands
at the Sede Boker Campus of Ben-Gurion University.

We believe that this center can be an important bonding agent between people in
their common effort for a better life in arid zones.

The International Peace Center
for

Bioremediation'and Development of Arid Lands

The desert is a place of opportunity, rich in unique resources such as intensive
sunshine, high daily temperature through the year, ground water, resource
runoff water (mostly wasted today), and potentially productive soil.

Science, imaginative technology and capital combined with a strong belief in the
importance of the task - hold the promise of making the desert productive.
Adequate livelihood may be provided where today lack often prevails. This
proposal is based on the hope that bonds strengthend by scientific cooperation
will form a cornerstone on which a peaceful existence for all will be attained.
France, Israel and Morocco can lead the way to the reclamation of arid lands for
the benefit of all people in arid regions, in general, and the Middle East, in
particular. Our University is devoted to meeting the national and international
need for human settlement of deserts in a way which will secure a high quality of
life. This is being attempted by the implementation of basic and applied research
programs. The proposed center will provide hope for humanity by joining hands
of different nations and cultures. Together we may unlock the great potential
hidden in arid lands for the benefit of all.
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Ben-Gurlon Unlversity of the Negev (

..

The Jecob Blaustaln Institule for Deser! Resaarch
Soda Boker Campus, lsrzel 84093

How can this challenge be implemented?

Cooperative research, exchange of scientists, students and field instructors.
INternational courses dedicated to solve specific pmblems and exchange
information and technology.

At the Ben-Gurion University’s Sede Boker Campus the following research units
work in an interdisciplinary'manner towards a common goal:

—  Ecophysiology & Introduction of Desert Plants - Prof. Y Gutterman, Head
—  Center for Energy & Environmental Physics - Prof. Y. Zarmi, Head

—  Controlled Environment Desert Agriculture - Prof. J. Gale, Head

—  Center for Desert Agrobiology - Prof. J. Ben-Asher, Head

—  Environmental Applied Microbiology - Prof. A. Abeliovich, Head '.?
—  The Mitrani Center for Desert Ecology - Prof. U. Safriel, Head

—  Plant Adaptation Center - Prof. H. Lips, Head |

—  The Water Resources Center - Prof. A. Issar, Head

—  Fish Culture - Dr. S. Appelbaum, Head

—  Runoff Agriculture - Dr. P. Berliner, Head

—  Desert Architecture - Dr. Y. Etzion

— Algal Biotechnology - Prof. A. Richmond, Head

—  Desert Hydrology - Dr. 5. Sorek, Heaﬁ

—  The Social Studies Center - Prof. G. Kressel, Head

—  Desert Meteorology - Prof. A. Zangvil, Head

Also, at the Institute of Applied Research at Beer-Sheva work done by Prof. Y.
Mizrahi on the Introduction and domestication of various wild and cultivated
fruit and nut crops to the Negev desert and African arid lands, and by Prof. Dov
Pasternak: Irrigation with brackish and saline water and physiology of salt
tolerance in plants. Emphasis is stressed on use of low-heat water for soil and
space warming, may be applicable.
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Desert Research at the Ben Gurion University at Sede Doker relates lo the
following themes:

—  Natural Resources: Water and Solar Energy
Water in the desert is usually hidden in deep strata and is too saline for
ordinary agriculture. We seek to develop ways to exploit these natural
water resources. The research of our environmental physicists embraces a
wide variety of solar energy related topics including heating for domestic’
and industrial purposes, solar electricity, advanced optics and’
measurements of solar radiation.

—  Desert Agriculture and Biotechnology

Research is aimed at off-setting the ill effects of extreme environmental
conditions on saline water irrigation, agroforestry and pasturalism based c
on runoff water. Also, new species of plants are tested for their suitability ‘
to local conditions. A special aspect of agriculture concerns constructing .
biosystems that effectively exploit the unique desert environment, e.g.
intensive plant production in a special desert greenhouse or production of
fish and algae using saline water.

—  The Desert Climate and its Unique Environment
‘Meteorological research focuses on the evolution and present
configuration of deserts. Expected effects on desert environments caused by
global changes in climatic conditions and wind erosion processes are also
studied. The ecologists of the Mitrani Center study the environment of
desert lands both for its own sake, and with the goal of decreasing man-
induced perturbations.

—  Man's habitat and social organization
Our architects indentify and suggest solutions to provide habitations
suitable for humans. Anthropologists study problems faced by newly
ostablished towns and urban and rural settlements in the Negev, with
particular emphasis on the Bedouin population.

o

Under the 'aegis of the Ben Gurion University, students come to Sede Boker from
all over the world in order to receive specialized training in the various aspects
of desert development, for example:

Flood Water Management:

Firewood and fodder are essential and scarce commodities in semi arid regions.
Population increase during the last decades in these areas led to overgrazing and
indiscriminate felling of trees, both of which are the main causes for
desertifacation. It is estimated that 2.7 billion people will be affected by
desertification processes by the end of this century. Flash floods are common
occurrences in arid and semi arid regions. These floods can be conveyed by

various means to low lying areas in which they are ponded in dyke surrounded
I
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plots. This technique known as water harvesting is suitable for countries in
which capital intensive solutions are inappropriate. Shrubs and annual crops
have been successfully grown in the Wadi Mashash Farm (located in Israel's
Negev) using only rainfall and runoff water. The widespread use of this \
approach could alleviate the suffering of the inhabitants of semi-arid regions.

Animal Production Under Desert Conditions And Adaptation Of Animals To
The Desert

1. Sheep and goat production
a)  Nutritional and water needs. :
b)  Reproductive performance and accelerated lambing,. <

c) Growth rate of lambs running with ewes and on artificial rearing (‘k
system. Lo
2. Camel production

a)  Growth rate and energy and water intakes of early weaned calves.
b) Early mating of she-camels after calving using hormonal therapy.
3. Ostrich production
a)  Nutritional and water requirements of growing and mature birds.
b)  Fertility: hormonal aspects, egg incubation and reproductive :
behaviour. 1
4. Poultry production - layers and broilers i
a)  Environmental effects on production. :
b)  Reproductive performance of hens and roosters. i
c) Effect of environment end energy intake on egg production and body
composition of hens.

Tissue Culture And Cell Manipulations

Successful agriculture and forestry in arid and semi-arid lands (ASAL's) depend i
upon proper management of the available natural resources and environment. : q |
Of equal importance are introduction, selection and improvement of promising ‘
plant species. Tissue culture, the cultivation and manipulation of cells in a
controlled, aseptic environment, 4s a powerful technique that provides the basic
methodology to induce genetic change (mutagenesis and genetic engineering) as
well as to carry out applied mass clonal propagation. It is a critical bridge between *
slow, tedious field research and practical, rapid implementation.
Often, and especial ly under the conditions of stress associated with cultivation of
ASAL's, a small percentage of a plant population excels while the majority does
not do well. If this variation is based on genetics, whether due to breeding or
mutation, it can be used to our advantage. Selection and vegetative propagation
have been applied by agriculturalists for thousands of years. During the past two
decades the technology of tissue culture has enhanced manyfold the value of this
approach, by facilitating very rapid mass propagation (micropropagation) of
valuable plant material. Advanced methods of phytosanitation and genetic
engineering combined with micropropagation provide a powerful package for
improving and making available appropriate plant material for agriculture and

! forestry in ASAL's.
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Solar Energy '

The arid regions of the world are blessed with one natural resource that is almost
untapped by mankind. This is solar energy. Considering the limited availability
of fossil energy sources and, in particular, their harmful environmental effects,
the world is bound to convert to alternative energy sources, This is particularly

the case in arid countries, where the utility lines do not reach every place, as their

installation is so costly. Arid countries will be the first to provide their energy
requirements from the sun. Moreover, considering the enormous wide open
spaces that many arid ‘countries own, they could become electrical energy
producers for the industrialized world. In this context, countries in Northern
Africa may very well be the energy producers for Europe.

At the Institute for Desert Research of the Ben Gurion University at Sede-Boker
we have an intensive high level solar energy research program. The main thrust

of the program is aimed towards the development of efficient technologies for
the generation of electricity in solar power stations. This includes the use of
photovoltaic systems as well as very high temperature solar devices where the

sun’s radiation is highly concentrated and the generated heat is used in order to
operate large turbines.

Other research topics of common interest and benefit can be embarked upon once
the center is established.

We propose that the Center organize an Annual International Conference on the
subject (The Miterand International Conference on Bioremediation and
Development of Arid Lands). This conference will promote and strengthen

international cooperation and state the Peace Center's message of hope to the
world. -

We suggest that support of meaningful research,
instruction and technology exchange,
will require an annual budget
of 5 million French Francs.
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GAVEL’S SUMMARY STATEMENT TO THE MULTILATERAL
REFUGEE WORKING GROUP

OSLO, MAY 13

THE WORKING GROUP ON REFUGEES WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS ITS
THANKS TO THE NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT FOR ITS CORDIAL WELCOME
AND GENEROUS HOSPITALITY. IN THE CONSTRUCTIVE AND POSITIVE
TONE SET BY FOREIGN MINISTER HOLST’S WELCOMING ADDRESS, THE
THIRD MEETING OF THIS WORKING GROUP ACHIEVED MEANINGFUL
PROGRESS ON ALL SEVEN THEMES, INCLUDING THE SENSITIVE ISSUR
OF FAMILY REUNIFICATION. ALL PARTIES EXHIBITED COOPERATION
AND FLEXIBILITY IN AGREEING TO CONCRETE INITIATIVES AND
ACTION PLANS AIMED AT INPROVING THE LIVES OF REFUGEES
INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES WITHOUT
PREJUDICE TO POLITICAL DIMENSIONS. THE IMPORTANCE OF
UTILIZING THE EXPERTISE OF UNRWA AND OTHER UN AGENCIES AND
OF INVOLVING PALESTINIAN INSTITUTIONS IN THE OCCUPIED
TERRITORIES WAS STRESSED, SOME DELEGATIONS REITERATED THEIR
POSITION THAT OUR WORK SHOULD BE BUILD UPON EXISTING UN
RESOLUTIONS REGARDING PALESTINIAN REFUGEES. OTHERS
ASSERTED THAT WE SHOULD AVOID BECOMING A POLITICAL ARENA
AND SEARCH FOR DIRECT AND REALISTIC RESULTS TO ASSIST THE
VICTIMS OF THE ARAB=-ISRAELI CONFLICT.

ON DATA BASES,

THE WORKING GROUP RECEIVED AN IMPRESSIVE BRIEFING ON THE
SURVEY OF ECONOMIC AND BSOCIAL CONDITIONS CARRIED ouT BY
FAFO. IT WAS RECOMMENDED THAT AN EXPERT SEMINAR OR WORKSHOP
BE ORGANIZED TO CONSIDER THE DATA CONTAINED IN THE FAFO
STUDY AND TO SUBMIT RECOMMENDATIONS TO OUR NEXT SESSION ON
HOW TO MAKE THE BEST USE OF THE STUDY.

THE FULL FAFO STUDY IS5 BEING MADE AVAILABLE TO DELEGATES,
AT PALESTINIAN REQUEST, THE FAFO DATABASE IS BEING MADE
AVAILABLE TO A NUMBER OF PALESTINIAN INSTITUTIONS.

THE NORWEGIAN INITIATIVE IN PREPARING THE FAFO STUDY WAS
WIDELY APPRECIATED AS WAS THEIR AGREEMENT TO SHEPHERD THE
DATA BASBE THEME ON BEHALF OF THE WORKING GROUP. AN
AGREEMENT HAS BEEN SIGNED FOR A SIMILAR STUDY TO BE CARRIED
OUT IN JORDAN.

AS AGREED IN OTTAWA, THE EC DELEGATE PRESENTED A PROPOSAL
TO PREPARE A COMPREHENSIVE INVENTORY OF PROJECTS RELEVANT
TO REFUGEES. THE FIRST PHABE OF THE EC INVENTORY
CATALOGUING EXISTING PROJECTS, WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR OUR
NEXT MEETING. THE SECOND PHASE, IDENTIFYING BOTH GAPS AND
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADDITIONAL INITIATIVES WOULD BE COMPLETED
FOR THE FOLLOWING 8ESS8ION.

THE EC PROJECT INVENTORY PROPOSAL RECEIVED THE STRONG
ENDORSEMENT OF THE WORKING GROUP, AND WAS PARTICULARLY
WELCOMED BY THE REGIONAL PARTIES.
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ON THE FAMILY REUNIFICATION ITEM,

- ALL DELEGATIONS WELCOMED THE REPORT OF THE FRENCH EMISSARY,
MONSIEUR BAJOLET, WHICH REFLECTED THE VIEWS OF THE REGIONAL
PARTIES ON THE ISSUE OF FAMILY REUNIFICATION, AND PROVIDED
MUCH FOOD FOR THOUGHT. THE REPORT FOUND THAT:

o FURTHER DISCUSSIONS ON FAMILY REUNIFICATION SEEM
WARRANTED.

_ NONE OF THE PARTIES EXCLUDED DEALING WITH AT LEAST
SOME OF THE ASPECTS OF FAMILY REUNIFICATION AS PART OF
THE MULTILATERAL NEGOTTATIONS.

" NONE OF THEM EXCLUDED DEALING WITH OTHER ASPECTS AS
PART OF THE BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS.

" THE REGIONAL PARTIES MUST THEREFORE FIND A SOLUTION
CONCERNING THE RESPECTIVE ROLEE OF THESE TWO TRACKS.

- WITHOUT IGNORING THE POLITICAL CONTENT OF THIS IDEA,
ALL AGREE TO DEAL WITH ITS HUMANITARIAN ASPECTS, WHICH
REQUIRE URGENT TREATMENT.

= THERE WAS A THOROUGH EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON THE ISSUE OF
FAMILY REUNIFICATION. RECENT STEPS TAKEN TO ALLEVIATE THE
PROBLEM WERE WARMLY WELCOMED AS A STEP IN THE RIGHT
DIRECTION. THE FRENCH MISSION WILL EXPLORE ALL ASPECTS OF
FAMILY REUNIFICATION AND ALL THE IDEAS PUT FORWARD DURING
THE MEETING, INCLUDING TRANSPARENCY WHICH WAS RAISED BY
S50ME REGIONAL PARTIES. IT WILL SUBMIT THE RESULTS AND
PROPOSALS OF ITS FINDINGS TO THE NEXT MEETING OF THE
WORKING GROUP. I NOTED THE CONCERNS, RECOMMENDATIONS,
SUGGESTIONS AND EXPECTATIONS WITH REGARD TO THE FOLLOW-UP
OF THE FRENCH MISSION.

i M. BAJOLET WAS ASKED, AND HE AGREED, TO TAKE NOTE QF THE
DIFFERENT POSITIONS EXPRESSED BY THE REGIONAL PARTIES AND
REPORT ON THEM DURING THE NEXT MEETING OF THIS GROUP,.

- GIVEN THE IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY REUNIFICATION OF PALESTINIAN
REFUGEES, THERE WAS AGREEMENT THAT THE FRENCH MISSION
CONTINUE IN THE PERIOD BEFORE THE NEXT MEETING.

ON HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT, TRAINING AND JOB CREATION,
= ONCE MORE THE WORKING GROUP RECOGNIZED THE IMPORTANT

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT AND
TRAINING AND THE ACTIVITIES OF OTHER WORKING GROUPS.

ol |
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THE WORKING GROUP APPLAUDED THE AMERICAN TRAINING
INITIATIVE AND COMMITMENT TO ENSURE THE NEEDS OF REFUGEES
WILL BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN THEIR PLANS. THE WORKING
GROUP WELCOMED THE PROPOSED AMERICAN MISSION TO ASSESS
PALESTINIAN PRIORITIES ON REFUGEE TRAINING, AND THE
PALESTINIAN OFFER TO ESTABLISH A TRAINING COORDINATING
COMMITTEE TOGETHER WITH THE AMERICANS. IN RESPONBE TO
SPECIFIC PALESTINIAN AND JORDANIAN CONCERNS, THE AMERICANS
PROPOSED TO BEGIN PARAMEDIC TRAINING AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

THE KUWAITI DELEGATE UNDERTOOK TO RESPOND, ON BEHALF OF THE
GCC, TO THE AMERICAN PROPOSAL ON TRAINING AT THE NEXT
SESSION.

IN ADDITION THE ONGOING SUPPORT OF THE FRENCH, JORDANIAN,
EC, AUSTRIAN, AND UN DELEGATES WERE MOST HELPFUL IN OUR
CONSIDERATION OF THE ITEM. THEIR EXPERTISE, INTEREST AND
OBVIOUS EXPERIENCE ARE NOTED AND APPRECIATED.

WELCOME OFFERS OF FUTURE BUPPORT WERE RECEIVED FROM VARIOUS
DELEGATIONS INCLUDING THE UN, ISRAELI, EC AND INDIAN
DELEGATES. IT WAS NOTED BY MANY DELEGATIONS THAT THE UN
FAMILY, ESPECIALLY UNRWA, HAS A PARTICULAR BREADTH OF
EXPERTISE AND SHOULD BE FURTHER INVOLVED.

THE WORKING GROUP HAS TAKEN ON BOARD THE IMPORTANCE OF
"EMPOWERMENT", INVOLVING LOCAL POPULATIONS 1IN THE
IDENTIFICATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF TRAINING PROJECTS. THE
REMARKS MADE BY THE PALESTINIAN DELEGATION REGARDING THE
TRAINING OF REFUGEES OUTSIDE THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES WERE
NOTED AS WERE OBSERVATIONS RELATED TO THE NEED FOR HIGHER
LEVELS OF TECHNICAL TRAINING.

IT WAS AGREED THAT WE WILL TRY TO ENCOURAGE "SYNERGY" ON
OVERLAPPING ISSUES BETWEEN MULTILATERAL WORKING GROUPS.

THERE WERE STRONG EXPRESSIONS OF S8UPPORT FOR DEVELOPING CO-
ORDINATED APPROACHES TO TRAINING WITHIN THE WORKING GROUP.

FINALLY THE AMERICAN OFFER TO SHEPHERD THIS ITEM WAS
GRATEFULLY ACCEPTED. WORKING IN FULL CO=-OPERATION WITH
OTHER DELEGATES, REGIONAL AND EXTRA REGIONAL, AND THE UN,
INCLUDING UNRWA, THE AMERICANS WILL CONTINUE TO IDENTIFY,
DEVELOP, AND IMPLEMENT TRAINING AND HUMAN RESOURCES
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS, AND REPORT BACK TO OUR NEXT SESSION,

ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND CHILD WELFARE,

THE THEMES OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND CHILD WELFARE DREW BROAD
INTEREST AND SUPPORT FROM REGIONAL AND EXTRA=-REGIONAL
PARTIES. THE REGIONAL PARTIES EXPRESSED THEIR WILLINGNESS
TO COOPERATE FULLY.
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NOTWITHSTANDING CONSIDERABLE INVESTMENT IN THE HEALTH
SECTOR BY A WIDE VARIETY OF AGENCIES, THE URGENT NEEDS OF
MANY REFUGEES ARE STILL NOT BEING MET. THERE WAS A NEED TO
IMPROVE WATER AND SANITATION FACILITIES, PRIMARY HEALTH
CARE INFRASTRUCTURE, SKILLS OF MEDICAL PERSONNEL, AND TO
DELIVER MORE AFFORDABLE SBERVICES.

DELEGATIONB CALLED FOR MORE EFFECTIVE CO=-ORDINATION AND
PLANNING OF PUBLIC HEALTH INTERVENTIONS MAKING MAXIMUM USE
OF EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS UNRWA, UNDP, WHO AND NON-
GOVERNMENTAL GROUPS,

THE GOVERNMENT OF ITALY AGREED TO CONVENE AN EXPERTS
MEETING ON PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUES BEFORE THE NEXT MEETING OF
THE REFUGEE WORKING GROUP,

DELEGATIONS NOTED THE PHYSICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT OF
CONFLICT AND DISLOCATION ON CHILDREN AND ENCOURAGED THE
UNITED NATIONS TO PURSUE AN UNRWA, UNDP, UNICEF INITIATIVE
TO IMPROVE PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION FOR REFUGEE CHILDREN.
FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM EXTRA-REGIONAL DELEGATES WAS URGED.

ACTIONS UNDER THESE THEMES SHOULD MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO
EFFECT IMMEDIATE IMPROVEMENTS IN THE LIVES OF REFUGEES.

ON SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC INFRASTRUCTURE,

UNDER THIS ITEM THE WORKING GROUF AGREED THAT THE BOCIAL
AND ECONOMIC INFRAESTRUCTURE NEEDS OF THE REFUGEE COMMUNITY
ARE VAST.

WE IDENTIFIED SOME OVERLAP BOTH BETWEEN THE VARIOUS REFUGEE
WORKING GROUF THEMES AND BETWEEN THE REFUGEE WORKING GROUP
AND THE OTHER MULTILATERAL GROUPE. BSOME MEASURES BEING
CONSIDERED BY OTHER WORKIRG GROUPS HAVE IMPLICATIONS FOR
THE REFUGEE COMMUNITY.

IN THIS REGARD WE STRESSED THAT THE REFUGEE WORKING GROUP
MIGHT LOGICALLY CONCENTRATE ON THE INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS OF
THE REFUGEE COMMUNITY, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE GEOGRAPHIC
DISTRIBUTION OF THE REFUGEE POFULATION.

WE NOTED A RANGE OF NEEDS HIGHLIGHTED BY UNRWA COMMISSIONER
TURKMEN INCLUDING ENVIRONMENTAL AND EDUCATIONAL
INFRASTRUCTURE, SHELTER AND BERVICES IN LEBANON, AND HEALTH
CARE FACILITIES.

WE NOTED AS WELL THE DESIRABILITY OF EXPANDING PINANCIAL
SERVICES FOR THE REFUGEE POPULATION,

I ITB PRESENTATION ON ITS PROJECT INVENTORY PROPOSAL, THE
EC OFFERED TO ACT AS SHEFPHERD FOR THIS THEME IN THE SENSE
OF EXTENDING THE INVENTORY TO INCLUDE PRIORITY SOCIAL AND
ECONOMIC INFRASTRUCTURAL REEDS.

MAY-13-1993 22:18 22288344
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- WE GRATEFULLY ACCEPTED THE EC OFFER WHICH I8 ESPRCIALLY
FITTING GIVEN THE RC’S ROLE AS GAVEL HOLDER POR THE
REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVETOPMENT WORKING GROUP, THE EC WTIL,
LIAISE CLOSELY WITIl REGIOGNAT. AND EXTRA-REG1ONAL PARTTRSR,
AND WITH UN AGENCIEE IN THTAS ROLE.

FINALLY, THE GROUP WELCOMED TUNIGIA'S KIND OFFER TO HOST WHE NEXT
MEETING, AND RECOMMENDED 10 THE BTEERING GROUP THAT THE NEXT
MEETING DR HELD THERE. THE TIMING WILL BE DECIDED BY THE
GYEERING OROUP. THE GENEROUS OFFERS OF FRANCR, AUSTRIA AND SPAIN
TO HOET FUTURF MEETINGS WERE WELCOMED,

SLUTT
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FARILY REUNIFICATION

The Delegation of Isrgel cons [ders family reunification

8 meaningful humanitarian 1ssuc. At the same

time 1t has also a political dimenston and significance. It
Is therafore 1 topic discussed within the framowerk of ihe
hilateral negatiations.

This howevor does not exclude the possibility thal certain
aspects of the Jssue bo reflected upon 1in the framewark

of our own working group, especially 1f this would support
Lhe bilateral track.

In this vain we have walcomed Nr Bajolet and cooperated
With him. His report conveys in ossence our attitude on the
matter of family reunification. Even though some points n
his report are not conststent With what I belleved to be
understood botween us,

At the last meeting 1in Oltawa the delegation of Israe]
emphasized the importance 1t attaches to the {ssue of family
reunification and ndicated that thers was room for
improvement, 1 would ke to raport Lo you some of the
measures already taken in that direction 1n recent months.

* The Govarnment of Israel decided to issue permits to

naarly 6.000 Palestinians, - men and women married to
residents of the territories, as well as thair children,
who had entered the territories as visitors,
These perm{ts anable them to extend their stay, with no
time 1imit, and to enjoy the benefits of Lhe services of
education and health s wall as the permission to work.
Subsequently i1 was rosolved to grant them the status of
permanenl residonce.

= Additional s00 Palestinians wera allowed, in the Framework
of family reunificalion, to enter the territories and
wera granted residents statys.

22288344
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Furthermore, Laking advantage uf the policy of the

Govarnment of Israel to encourage  investments 1n  {he
territordes with a view to create new Jobs, dozens of
Palestinfan enterpreneurs entored the territorfes with

their families, and were alsn granted residence statys.

It 15 the palicy of Israe] to facilitate 2 continuous
process of family reunfon on humanitarian grounds, Howaver,
under tho prevailing circumstancas such & procass can nol
be detached from politica) considerations.

I would ke o emphasize that we do support the

continuation of the reflection mission of Mr Bajolet, basring
In mind that the essenca of the issue 16 to be dealt with
Within the framework of the bilatera) talks. Furthormora I

would 11ke to draw the attention of this distinguished
audience Lo the fact that the subject of family

reunification has already been raised in Washington, {n the

current negotlations between Israel and Jordan as well as
with the Pestinfans.

Thank you Mr Chairman.
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MULTILATERAL OROUP ON REPFUGEES

ZBECGRIZSH RETORT DY THA TRENCH ZMISSARY
OH FAMILY RAUNIZICATION

In accordance with the nandate entrusted by the raglonal parties
participating in the refugee group and on tha basis of the
Canadian gavel holder's letter roceived in Paris on tha 23rd
april 1983, France undertcoX a consultations mimsion in the near
capt from tha 26th April to the 30th April en the guastion of
family reaunification.

The following mestings took place :

- 28%th April 1| Jordaniana ;

= 27th april 1 ralestinians ;
= 27th April : Israclis :

= 28th April : Egyptians,

At each of these etages, the French mission was recajived by high
offivials and had thorough mesting on the family reunification
subject. IL cbtalned the rfollowing pointa of wview from the
delagationa met :

I — JORDAN

1) = Without danying that gcome agpects of the fanily
reunification problem may be dsalt within the bilateral
nagotiations, tha Jordanian ﬁarty considerod that it waas »a
subject "par excellanca” for the multilateral negotiations :

=~ It i= first of all a humanitarian problem, the gource of much
sufferance, and it sheuld not ba tha subject of bargaining ;

= This problem is of a ragional rature and also concerns
counLrlies which de not participata in the bilateral negotiations;
= Regarding family reunification, it would be logical to lay down
jdentical criteria for all the receiving countries ;

= The multilateral nagetiations must centribute to creating a
climate of confidence propitious o the favourable conduct of the
bilateral negotiatiens. 1f tho guestion of family reunification
is dealt with sultably within the Refugee group it would help
reach this objectiva.

2) = The Jordanian party emphasized +that although the
humanitarian approach should prevall in the multilateral
nafatiations, thia should not prejudice the pelitieal soclutions
Whnioh gchould ba given, when required, to . the refugea problenm
{(right to return).

3) = In the eyes of the -Jordanian authoritiea, family
reunification is to apply to the membars of the families who
reslded in tho Occupied Territories bsfors junes 1967, as well as
to those who, after june 1967, lost, for various reasens, their
residence right. The family critaria is to be understood in a
broader sense than that retained in Burope owing to the notion
of the tnmil{ in Arab society. The Jordanians indesd believe thia
notion applies to ascendants, doscendants and first degres
callaterals.
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4) = Tha Jordanian pariy emphasized the importance it attaches
to the taking into consideration of the prﬁrlln of tha E:Q EDD
Palestiniang at prasant received by Jordan and having come from
tha o ied Territories. Thege Pecpleo had left the latter after
1967 with an exit paramit normally issued the Israsli
authorities and have not been authorised to return thera for

::rlm; reasons (expiry ef the exit permit, loss of the dooumant,
L= PR -

6) - In conclusion, the Jordanian Spokeamen mat by the French
anissary advanced two conoreta ideas for the subsequent works of
th:h Grnuf ﬁ:t ifﬂ.‘ll.il_f rnu:j:ifiﬂution H

- thé collection of statletical data and other facts the pressnt
figures have to be updated and uuﬂahlui : ( e

= furthor thought on the critoria of fam ly reunification.

II - PALESTINIANS
The Palestinian dalegation made the following remarke:

1) The notien of family reunification is distinct from the right

of return, which is enshrined in UNGA resolution 194 that refars
to 1948 refugess.

2) = Thare is an interrelation betwsen tha miltilateral ana
bilataral negotiatione | both must Eupport oné anothar mutually.
I1f this were not the ocase, deadlock in the multilateral
negotiations would 1lead to deadlock 4n the bilateral
negotiations. .

3) - The present practica regarding family reunification lacks
transparancy : the decislons are taken on a case per case basis
and therefore lead Lo arbltrarineso, sometimes even injustioce.
For this reasen, the Palestinian delegation would 1ike a
mechaniem to be set up Lo implement procodurass governing family
reunification.

4) - The critaria selected in industrialized countries with
rcopect to family remnification are not adapted to the social
reality of the Middle Bast.

) = The question of femily reunification arises betwsen the
Cccupled Torritories and the ocutside world, but aloo within tha
Territories where restrictions regarding freedom of movement
sometimes lead to the separation of familles.

6) = The legal status of family reunification must algo be
addressed : tha visitor's perntt offars some rights (right to the
educational gystem and to empl t) but excludes othors
(property, inheritance). The visitor’s permit, which must be
ranawad every three months, is alse costly, Tt would thersfore
be adviaable that the resident’s statue be systamatically granted
to pecple banefiting from famlly reunification.

11111 22288344
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7) - Although it is important to doal with tha existing cases of
divided families, an attempt wust alsc ba made to avoid
accumulating new casea., By way of a measuras of confldenca, twe
amendments could be made, for sxample, to the present provieions:

a) - automatic prolongatlon of the validity of axit permits

rtznntnd for nxn.nfl.a for studying) or the iooue of axit permits
without any validity limit, to avold loss of the residenca right;

b) - axtension of the granting of residence right to children
(case of those born outside the Territories or one of whose
parenta does not have resident status).

8) = The Palestinian dolegation undarlin;d the neceseity to
improve the situation of human rights in the Gcoupled Territories
in order to create a batter atmosphera for family reunification.

9) = In conclusion, the Palestinian delegation made five
proposals :

-~ search for a naw definition of family reunification and for
objeotive critaria ;

- lementation for family reunification of the sawe procedures
and rulog appliad by the Isrmeli authoritiss to thelr own
nationalo }

= Betting up of an international committes in charge of
supervising family reunification operations (but not of taking
the decigions itaclf) ;

- setting up of a procedure to ensure that the loeal authorities
abide by the decisione regarding permits for spousea and childran
or other famlly menbers subject to famlly reunification;

- change of the provigions in force concerning exit permits and
reaidance permits (see above),

The Palestinian delegation furthermore emphasized that it was
necessary for tha works of the Croup to lesad to conorets measuraes
and proposals.

Ill - IBGRACL

1) = Tho leraeli authorities recalled the efforts mada since 1948
by the State of Iaraal regarding family reunification :

= 50 000 Palsstiniens were thereforas authorized to rejoin their
fanily from 1548 to 1967 ;

= 14 000 worc able to go back Lo thelr homes in 1967 ;

- betwean 80 and 85 000 want home from 1967 to 19913,

I.E in all, 140 000 people since 1948. If account is taken of the

demographic evolution, tha effort made by Israel represents in
all 250 000 paople,.

2) - Tha Israell fnxty however emphasized thal the open polioy
practised in partlcular since 1967 with respect to family

11:11 22288344
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reunification doco not deriva from a legal obligation, given the
legal conception upheld by the Ysraeli authorities (the
Territorias are a military sone and the ocoupation ferces ara not
under any obligatien to authoriza the entry or axit or peopla),

3) - In the eyes of Iprasl, a larga number of cages aro now
appaaring which do not relats to family reunifivation but which
cohcarn particular 1

~ racent wmarriages batween rosidents of the Territories and
non-rasidents, those notably from othar neighbouring Arab
countries ;

- poople having left the Occupied Torritories a long time ago to
8at up abroad once and for all, having therafore lost their
residence right end who, following in particular tha Gulf war,
sought to come back to tha West Bank and the Caca Strip. This im
therefore not otrictly speaking a family reunification problem,
but a questicn of displaced persons,

:} ~ The Isracli spokesmen mat by the French miesion emphasized
iat an excessively broad iInterpretation of the family
reuni{ication notion would lead to massive population movemants
which could threaten the social balances and even the very
axirtence of Israsl.

5} - Por the above various roassons, Israsl attaches importanoce
to dealing with family reunification problems individually on
husanitarian hases.

6) - When it comes to taking family reunification into account
in tho peace negotiations, the Israsll authorities consider that
this question is mainly of a bilateral naturas. They howaver gave
their agroonent to make the humanitarian acspeots progress within
the framework of tha wmultilateral negotiationa, providad the
other parties share this approach. bDiscussion of this matter, in
E;:tiﬂullr tha political aspects, should howaver be tinalized in
bilateral negotiations.

7) = The Israsli authorities also emphasized the "inoidences" -
positive or negative - which the multilateral negotiations could
have on the bllatera)l negotiations.

IV - EGYPT

1) - Tha Eg¥ptiun authoritice emphasized the importance of the
family reunification question and the naad to avold a failure
within tha Refugee group as thie would mlmost certainly entail
repercussions on all the multilateral negotistions and sven the
bllatoral negotiations,

2) = Tha Egyptian spokesmen met bellieve that it is necessary to
find the right balance between the humanitarian aspacts and the
political aspeots, humanitarian questione boing rather a matter
for the multilateral negotiations whereas political guestions are
a matter for the bilateral nagotiations. In thie respect family
reunification ig mainly a humanitarian guestion.

— ———
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3) = 1t nmust be borne in mind that sevaral countriss which are

not participating in the bilatsral nagotiations are cencerned by
the rofuges quastion,

4) = Posmibly sending back soma agpacts of the refugees imsua to

tha bilateral negotiations should not be.as meang of avading
problems,

5) - h;’ﬂat declared it was favourable ta continuation of thae
Franch mission ap tha objective of the latter is to propare o
suitable treatmont of the ramily reunifioation question and not
t0 brush it agide.

600

CONCLUBION

The rapporteur’s impression is that although there is still a
great diptance between the parties, further digcucsions en family
reunifiocation seem warranted.

Indeed, the 'ruqiunul partias, witheut ignoring tne political
content of this iden, all agrec to deal with ite humanitarian
aspects,”which requiras urgent treatment.

In addition, the rapporteur had the foeling that the Arak parties
Wers aware of Israel’s concerns of a sscurity naturs.

Furthermore, none of tho parties excluded dealing with at leapt
gome aspacts of family reunification s part of the multilatoral
hegotiations, and none of them excluded dealing with othaor
ASpeOts as parl of tho bilateral negotiations. The regional
parties nust therefore £ind a sslution conoerning tha respective
roles of thase two tracke, It is of courge Lnderstood that all
of them agrea to discugs in the multilateral negotiaticne

anything which is not dealt with in the bilateral negotiations
and vica versa.

Finally, all the parties are AWaro of the inlerrelation between
the two traoks, and of the Usetulness of tha myltilateral
hegotiations to create a climate of confidence in the bilateral
negotiations. They slso realize that a possible failure of the
Refug:- group Would almosrt certainly have negative repercussions
on

other multilateral msetings and evan on the bilateral
negotiatlions.

For itm part, if the partiss directly ooncarnsd renew their
confidence in it, France is prepared to pursue its misgion in
Glose oooperation with each of them in order to give Lts report
At the next mesting of the Group.

France would like to take this epportunity to thank tha reqgional
partics for the warm woloome they gave its mission and for tha
construotive attitodes they diaplayad.

e ——
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OPENING STATEMENT OF DR JOSEPH HADAS, CHAIRMAN OF THE JSRAELI

DELEGATION TO THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE NEGOTIATION MULTILATERAL
WORKING GROUP ON REFUGEES IN OSLO, 11 MAY 1993,

MR CHAIRMAN, DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES

I have listened very carefully to the distinguished Palestinian
and Jordanian delegates. I must admit that 1 was disappointed.

I expected a different approach, believing that we have already
gone into general principles, complaints and false accusations,
mainly that some of the subjects raised have their place in
another fora, and some are not consistent with historical facts
or what has been agreed upon or understood and which enabled us
to launch the peace process in Madrid for the bilateral, and
afterwards in Moscow for the multilateral.

The Delegation of Israel came to the present meeting of the
Working Group hoping to do its best to share in a joint

effort of the delegations assembled here to contribute

towards the achievement of durable and secure peace between
Israel and {ts Arab neighbours.

We come with open minds and the sincere desire to search for
mutual understanding and cooperation with all delegations.

We would 1ike to realize that the positive developments

which have taken place will not only be reflected in our
working group, but that we here, will extend and carry this

trend forward.

AT1 of us are aware of the difficylties and crises which

occureg in ear]ier stages, in different compmittees and

vorking gﬁ&dps of the peace negotiations; and not the least
within our working group. MWe hope that we have overcome or are
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about to overcome such difficulties and are opening & new
constructive page.

Israel attributes special and great importance to the task

of the working group on refugees since it {s designed to

deal with certain essential human aspects of a problem without
ignoring 1ts political dimension.

Allow me to observe, 1in a special vein, that I consider my
assignment as Chairman of the Israel Delegation in this

working group, as highly responsible and demanding. 1 will

be glad to cooperate with all delegations 4n an endeavour to
create a comfortable atmosphere and cultivate positive

exchanges with mutual respect.

I would Tike to express the appreciation and thanks of my
delegation to our hosts, the Government of Norway, for its
remarkable organization and pleasant hospitality. I would 1ike
to thank also Foreign Minister Holst for his remarkable speech.
We have always been impressed by Norway's outstanding record of
dedication and voluntary services for the cause of peace in

the world and in its exemplary good partnership in the
international community.

We also thank the sponsors of the peace negotiations and the
gavel holder for their dedication and continuous efforts

and for a1l other participants who are contributing to enable

us to work here for the cause of peaca.

I hope that we will be able to overcome past differences and
to conclude the present meeting with a programme of action
to be carried out in a systematic and conttnuous manner also
in the interval between the present and next meetings.

Notwithstanding the difficulties which I mentioned, we and
our agenda are already supplied with constructive ideas
about themes which have seemed to enjoy a consensus. I
intend to refer later to these themes briefly.

In the meantime, we have welcomed in Israel as an emissary

MAY-11-1993 1B:31 22288344
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of the working group, Monsier Bernard Bajolet and have

had the pleasure of cooperating with him. We Inok Torward to
hearing from him about his furthor efforts and findings for our
ref lection,

As already explained by pur delegatfon, Israel attaches

great significance to the themws designed to  fmprove the
conditions of Tiving of the refugees, to remove existing
obstacles and facilitate transilion to normalcy and durable
solutfons. We would 1ike to offer ideas and engage tn

practical implementation of such endeavours 1o the extent that
it depends on s, through appropriate consultation and
coordination. A1) that, with 3 clear understanding, that
whatever is done must not prejudice the permanent svlutions,
which are yet to be negot fated,

Israel's own intarest in this regard 1s basic, elemantary

and comprehensive - wo are very inlerasted that the Jives of
Palestinian refugees will become as normal and salisfying to
them as possible, so that they and we might live side by

side in peace, free of tha tensions, friction and

host111ties that have, and continue 3t111 to trouble the

Tives of the paoples of our region for so long.

We believe that the improvemant of ecomomtc ana soc fal
conditions can contribute to prugress 1n this direclfon. At

the same time, 1t {s clear that this cannot be more than a
partial remedy. Comprehensive and durable solutions

wil1l have to take inte account and respond also Lo

the political, national, idealogical and security aspects

of the yot unsolved Arab<Israw] conflict, which is currently
discussed in the bilateral framework. It 15 imperative to
observe an orderly division of work and timing. There is more
than enough which our working group is expected and capable of
engaging in within reasonable parameters. Lot us focus on

that.

Undoubledly, the common, ihe most  important and overriding
objective of the negotiations, of Which we are one
component, is the achievement of secure and durable peace

MAY-11-1993 1B:31 EERATY
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between Israel and its Arab neighbours. A11 olher interests

and endeavours should be adjusied to this cenlral aim, amang
other things, the {ssues before this working group,

Each and ®very suggestion for a position or action rafsed in
the framework, should be examinad in 1ight of the question:
would it enhance the central aim or would it impede 1ty

We would ke to believe that the desire to see the present
round of bilateral and maltilateral talks become an

intensive and effeclive reality, be reflectod 2iso in Lhe

work of this group,

The Delegation of Israe) s motivated by goodwill and
cooperation and {3 determined to do its best towards {he
accompl1shment of our goals,

I would 1ike to stress again, that we are bound te work
topether to improve the living conditions of the refugees.We
shall do our best to make the nAcessary steps to prepars the
ground for an adequate Infrastructure to meet the challenge

of the problem which we face here, 30 as Lo refnforce the

peace which wa hope will be reached soon.
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In accordance with the mandate entrusied by the regional partics participating in the
5 d on the basis of the Canadian gavel holder's letier received in Paris on the

refugee group an
23cd april 1993, Jrance undertook a consultations mission in the near cast from the 26t

april to the 30th april on the question of family reunification.

TR

‘The following meeting took place
- 261h april : Jordanians |
- 27th april ; Palestinians |
- 27th april : Israclis
- 28th april : Egyptians, .

At cach of these stages, the French mission was received by high officials and had
thorough mecting on the family reunification subject. It obtained the following points of

view from the delegations mel :

1-JORDAN

1) - Without denying that some aspects of the family reunification problem may be
deall within the bilateral negociations, the Jordanian party considered that il was a subject
"par excellence” for the multilateral negociations :

- It is first of all a humanitarian problem, the source of much sufferance, and it
should not be the subjeet of bargaining |

- This problem is of a regional naturc and also concerns countrics which dn‘
participate in the bilateral ncgociations ;

- Regarding family reunification, it would be logical 10 lay down identical
criteria for all the receiving countries |

- The mullilateral ncgociations must contribulc to creating a climate of
confidence propitious (o the favourable conduct of the bilateral negociations. 11
the guestion of family reunification is deall with suitably within the Refugee
group it would help reach this objective.

MAY-18-1993 17:39 22288344 P.82
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2) - The Jordanian party cmphasized thai although the humanitarian approach

should prevail in the multilateral negociations, this should not prejudice the political
solutions which should be given, when required, lo the refugee problem (right to return).

3) - In the eyes of the Jordanian authorities, family reunification is to apply to the
members of the families who resided in the Occupied Territories before june 1967, as well
as (o those who, afler june 1967, lost, for various reasons, their residence right. The family
criteria is to be undersiood in a broader sense than that retained in Europe owing 1o the
notion of the family in Arab society. The Jordanians indeed believe this notion applies 1o
ascendants, descendants and first degree colloterals,

4) - The Jordanian parly emphasized the importance it atlaches to the taking into
consideration of the problem of the 54 000 Palestinians at present received by Jordan and
having come from the Occupied Territories. These people had left the latter afier 1967 with
an exit permil normally issued by the Isracli authoritics and have not been authorized $
return there for various reasons (expiry of the exit permit, loss of the document, etc...).

5) - In conclusion, the Jordanian spokesmen met by the French emissary advanced
two concrete ideas for the subsequent works of the Group on family reunification :
- the collection of siatistical data and other facts (the present figures are
incomplete and sometimes contradictory) ;
- further thought on the criteria of family reunification.

11 - PALESTINIANS

The Palestinian delegation made the following remarks :

1) - There is an interrelation between the multilateral and bilateral negoliations
both must support one another mutually, If this were not the case, deadlock in the
multilateral negotiations would lead 1o deadlock in the bilateral negotiations.

2) - The present practice regarding family reunification Jacks transparency ! the
decisions are taken on a case per case basis and therefore lead (o arbitrariness, somelimes
even injustice.

3) - The criteria selected in industrialized countries with respect lo family
reunification are not adapted to the sociological reality of the Middle East.

19: 08 22288344 P.@3
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4) - The question of family reunification arises between the Occupied Terrilories

and the outside world, but also within the Terrilories where restrictions reparding
frecdom of movement sometimes lead tho the separation of familics.

§) - The legal status of family reunification must also be addressed : the visitor's
permit offers some rights (right to the educational system and to employment) but excludes
others (property, inheritance). The visitor's permit, which must be renewed every three
months, is also costly. It would therefore be advisable that the resident's status be
systematically granted to people benefiting from family reunification,

6) - Although it is important to deal with the existing cases of divided families, an
altempt must also be made to avoid accumulating new cases. By way of a measure of
confidence, two amendments could be made, for example, to the present provisions : i

a) - automatic prolongation of the validily of exit permits (granted for example |
for studying) or the issue of exit permits without any validity limit, to avoid ln.

of the residence right ;

b) - extension of the granting of residence right to children (case of those bom
outside ihe Territories or one of whose parenls does not have resident statuts).

7) - In conclusion, the Palestinian delegation made four proposals :
- search for a new definition of family reunification and for objective criteria ;
- implementation, at least, for the Palestinians, of the rules applied by the Israeli
authorities regarding family reunification with respect lo their own nationals ;
- seting up of an international commitiee in charge of supervising family
reunification operations (bul not of taking the decisions itself) ;
- amendment of the provisions in force concerning exit permits and residence
permits (see above).

The Palestinian delegation furthemore emphasized that it was necessary for .
works of the Group to lead to effective measures.

111 - ISRAEL

1) - The Israeli authorilies recalled the efforts made since 1948 by (he State of
Isracl regarding family reunification :
- 50 000 Palestinians were (herefore authorized to rejoin their family from 1948
to 1967 ;
- 14 000 were able to go back Lo their homes in 1967 ;
- between B0 and 85 000 weni home from 1967 10 1993,

MAY-18-1993 18:81 22208344 F.a4
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1.E in all, 140 000 people since 1948. If account is taken of the demographic
evolution, the effort made by Isracl represents in all 230 000 people.

2) - The Israeli party howcver emphasized that (he open policy practised in
particular since 1967 with respect to family reunification docs not derive from a legal
obligation, given the legal conception upheld by the Israeli authoriles (the Teritories are a
military zone and the occupation forces are not under any obligation to authorize the entry
or exil of people).

3) - In the eyes of lsrael, a large number of cases are now appearing which do not

relate to family reunification but wich concern in particular :

- recent marriages between residents of the Territories and non-residents, those

notably from other neighbouring Arab countries ;

- people having left the Occupied Territories a long lime ago to sep up abroad

once and for all, having therefore lost their residence right and who, foll

In particular the Gulf war, sought to come back tho the West Bank and the

Strip. This is therefore not strictly speaking a family reunification problem, but

a question of displaced persons.

4) - The Jsraeli spokesmen met by the French mission emphasized that an
excessively broad interpretation of the family reunification notion would lead to massive
population movements which could threaten the social balances and even the very existence
of Israel.

5) - For the above various reasons, Israel attaches importance to dealing with
family reunification problems individually on humanitarian bases.

6) - When it comes lo taking family reunification inlo account in the peace
negotiations, the Israeli authorities consider that this question is mainly of & bilateral najgme.
They however gave their agreement to make the humanitarian aspects progress within
framework of the multilateral negotiations, provided the other parties share this approach.
Discussion of this matter, in particular the political aspects, should however be finalized in
the bilateral ncgociations.

7) - The Israeli authorities also emphasized the “incidences" - posilive or negative -
which the multilateral ncgotiations could have on the bilateral ncgotiations.

22288344 P.B5
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1) - The Egyplian authorities emphasized the importance of the family reunificatior
question and the need 1o avoid a failure within the Refugee group as this would almos

certainly entail repercussions on all the multilateral negotiations and even the bilaleral
negotiations.

2) - The Egyptian spokesmen met belicve that it is necessary to find the right
 balance between the humanitarian aspects and the political aspects, humanitarian questions
being rather a matter for the multilateral negociations whereas political questions are a
matler for the bilateral negotiations, In this respect family reunification is mainly a
humanitarian question.

-

3) = It must be borne in mind that several countries which are not participating in
the bilateral negotiations are concerned by the refugee question, i

4) - Possibly sending back some aspects of the refugee issue to the bilateral
negotiations should not be a means of evading problems,

S) ~ Egypt declared it was favourable to continuation of the French mission as the

objective of the latter is to prepare a suitable treatment of the family reunification question
and not to brush it aside,

(18]

CONCLUSION

The rapporteur's impression is that although there is still a greal distance between

the parties, a minimum basis seems to be appearing 10 pursue in more detail the discuss:i'
on the family reunification subject.

Indeed, the regional parties, without ignoring the political content of this idea, all
agree to deal with to its humanitarian aspecis, which require urgent treatment, A solution

must therefore be found to the most distressing situations, such as mothers separaled from
their children, or wives from their husbands,

In addition, the rapporteur had the feeling that the Arab pariics were aware of
Isracl's concerns of a demographic and security nature.

F.88
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Furthermore, none of the partics excluded dealing with at lcast some aspects of ‘
family reunification as part of the multilatcral negotiations, and none of them cxcluded
dealing with other aspects as part of the bilateral ncgotiations. The regional parties must
therefore find a solution concerning the raspemwe roles of these two tracks. It is of course
~ understood that-all of them agree (o discuss in the multllalm'al negociations nnythmg ; which
is not dunwim in the bihtunl negociations and vice vﬂsﬂ % '*‘Ts. -__h__ e 3 -_" r

Bl P} o 15 = {M"*_,}.EH v

'1- Ff"\-'-- i

“ Finally, all the parties are aware of me interrelation belwmn Il'lt: two track: md oi' *
the uscfulness of the multilateral negotiations to create a climate of mﬂdm i::@ the r‘“
bilateral negotiations. They also realise that a possible failure of the Rufugau gmupﬂ umld E
:Imnll certainly have negnllve reperwﬂiuns on the other muihl )

= ﬁ‘*—_,;ﬂ... y
ﬁﬁif e

e B B R o R AT i SRR -.
~~ For ts pan, irlhepanindlmcuymnwnedrmewﬂﬂrmnﬁdmlnit,Fth

prepared lo pursue ils mission mclmmupemum with each of them mnrdu'tngntlt.
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 France would like 1o take this oppﬂrtumty o lhnnk the re:glnml parties for the warm -
welcome they gave its mission and for the constructive atlitude they displayed.
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19-MAY-1993
ISRAEL TO LAUNCH ENVIRONMENT YEAR

THE EVIDENCE 15 INDISPUTABLE -- ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESE 15 A
FREREGUISITE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL IMFROVEMENT. WORLDWIDE. AND IN ISRAEL,
THE DRAMATIC INCREASE IN ENVIRONMENTAL CONSCIOUSNESS HAS CATALYIED A
WIDE RANGE OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS. BUT IF ISRAEL’S
ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT IS TO SUCCEED, MUCH MDRE NEEDS TO BE DONE.
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS MUST EBE AUGMENTED AND MUST REACH ALL SEGMENTS
OF THE ISRAELI POPULATION.

ISRAEL'S DECISION-MAKERS ARE COGNIZANT 0OF THE CENTRAL ROLE THAT
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FUELIC AWARENESS FLAYS IN THE DETERMINATION OF NATIONAL PRIDRITIES
AND THE FUORMULATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL FOLICY. THIS RECOGNITION IS
EXPRESSED IN THE RECENT DECISION TO DECLARE THE UPCOMING JEWISH VYEAR
-~ THE YEAR 5754 -- AS ENVIRONMENT YEAR IN ISRAEL. FROM SEPTEMEER
1993 TO AUGUST 1994, ENVIRONMENTAL FPROTECTION WILL STAND AT THE
FOREFRONT OF GOVERNMENT ACTIVITY.

THE GOVERNMENT DECISIDN CALLS UPDON THE MINISTRY DF THE ENVIRONMENT,
IN CODPERATION WITH OTHER GOVERNMENT BODIES: TO FPREFARE A FPROGRAM
MARKING ENVIRONMENT YEAR IN ISRAEL. SINCE THE TOPIC IS5 FAR-REACHING
IN BCOPE, NEARLY ALL GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES WILL TAKE AN ACTIVE FART
IN NEXT YEAR'S FROGRAM OF ENVIRONMENTAL EVENTE AND ACTIVITIES.

THE GOALS OF THE YEAR. AS FORMULATED 1IN THE GOVERNMENT DECISION,
ARES

- TD INCREASE FUBLIC AWARENESS, FRIMARILY AMONG YDUTH., OF THE ISSUE
OF THE ENVIRONMENT, AND TO INVOLVE THE PUBLIC 1IN PRO-ENVIRONMENT
ACTIVITIES:

- TO FOCUS THE EFFORTS OF THE VARIOUS GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES ON THE
SUBJECT. AND TO PROMOTE AWARENESS AMDNG ALL BSECTORS OF THE
COMMUINITY:

- TO STRENGTHEN ISRAEL'S NATIONAL INFORMATION CAMPAIGN ABRODAD;

- TO PROMOTE SPECIFIC ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES. SUCH AS CLEANLINESS 1IN
PUBLIC PLACES. 'GREEN CONSUMERISM’, ECO-LABELLING, RECYCLING, AND
IMPROVING THE APPEARANCE OF CITIES AND TOWNS.

FLANS FOR THE YEAR ARE CURRENTLY NEARING COMPLETION -- AND THE
FPROSFECTS ARE EXCITING. THE ACTIVITIES ARE DESIGNEL TO ATTAIN THWD
CENTRAL AIMS: TO BRING ABOUT CONCRETE IMFROVEMENTS IN THE ENVIRONMENT
IN ISRAEL, AND TO DRAMATICALLY INCREASE ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND
AWARENESS., WHILE THE TWO GOALS ARE INTERRELATED. SPECIFIC STRATEGIES
HAVE BEEN FORMULATED TO ACHIEVE EACH TARGET. 1IN NEARLY ALL CASES.
PUBLIC INFORMATION CAMPAIGNS WILL ACCOMFANY ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS.

THE MAJOR ACTIVITIES OF THE YEAR WILL FOCUS ON BEVERAL KEY PROJECTS.
IN WHICH THE GEMERAL PUBLIC WILL BE ABLE TO0O TAKE AN ACTIVE AND
CENTRAL PART. A NATIONWIDE BATTERY-CODLLECTION CAMPAIGN, ACCOMPANIED
BY A MASSIVE PUBLIC INFORMATION CAMPAIGN, WILL ENCOURAGE THE
COLLECTION AND PROPER DISFUSAL OF BATTERIES THROUGH THE PLACEMENT OF
SPECIALLY~-DESIGNED CONTAINERS IN STRATEGIC LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE
COUNTRY. LDCAL AUTHORITIES WILL THEN BE RESFPONSIBELE FOR THE SAFE
DISPOSAL OF THE BATTERIES AT THE NATIONAL HAIZIARDOUS WASTE SITE AT
RAMAT HOVEVY, INSTEAD OF HAPHAIZARDLY DUMFING THEM AT LANDFILLS AND
OTHER SITES.
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ANOTHER FOCUS OF ACTIVITY WILL BE IN THE FIELD OF
ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY PRODUCTS. THREE COMMITTEES UNDER THE AEGIS OF
THE MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND THE STANDARDS INSTITUTE ARE IN
THE FINAL STAGES OF DETERMINING CRITERIA FOR ECO-LABELLING. A SYMEOL
HAS ALREADY BEEN DESIGNED, AND ONCE ENVIRONMENTAL CRITERIA ARE
FINALIZED, MAMUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERE WILL BE ABLE TD APPLY TO THE
JOINT COMMITTEE FOR PERMISSION TO ATTACH THE ECD-LABEL TO THEIR
FRODUCT. HERE. TOO, A PUBLIC INFORMATION CAMPAIGN WILL BE OF SPECIAL
IMPORTANCE IN PERSUADING MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS TO DEVELDF AND
FROMOTE ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY PRODUCTS, AND IN ENCOURAGING THE GENERAL
FUBLIC TO PURCHASE FPRODUCTS WHICH HAVE BEEN ACCORDED THE GREEN

LABEL. .

SEVERAL INITIATIVES ARE PLANNED IN THE ARE4 DOF CLEALINESS 1IN FUBLIC
FLACES, EBPECIALLY ALONCGC THE CDASTS. BEACHEE AND ROADSIDES. SPECIAL
EFFORTS WILL BE CONCENTRATED ON CLOSING DOWN OF RENDVATATING
CURRENTLY UNREGULATED DUMPING SITES, AND NEW PROGRAMS WILL FOCUS ON
RECYCLING AND REUBE. VARIOUS RECYCLING FPROJECTS ARE NOW BEING
FLANNED, AND ATTEMFTS HAVE BEGUN TO INSTITUTE SEFARATION AT SOURCE OF
PAFER IN ALL GOVERNMENT OFFICES. THESE DRIVES WILL BE EXPANDED TO
INCLUDE SEFARATION AT SOURCE OF PLASTICS, GLASS AND METALS,
ESFECIALLY IN LIGHT OF THE ANTICIPATED PASSAGE OF A RECYCLING LAW IN
THE NEAR FUTURE. FINALLY, GSPECIAL EFFORTS WILL BE INVESTED IN
INCREASING ISRAEL’S CDRFS OF VOLUNTEER ANTI-LITTER WARDENS. TOD DATE.
48,000 CLEANLINESS INSPECTORS AND TRUSTEES HAVE BEEN APPDINTED BY THE
MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT UNDER THE MAINTENANCE OF CLEANLINESE LAW
TO REFORT ON LITTERING OFFENSES AND THUS HELP ENFORCE THE LAW. THE
TARGET BY THE END DF ENVIRDNMENT YEAR -- 250,000 VOLUNTEERS.

DO

THROUGHOUT ENVIRONMENT YEAR. RENEWED EMPHASIS WILL BE PLACED ON THE
ENFORCEMENT OF ENVIRONMENT LAWS AND REGULATIDNS: IN CODOFERATION WITH
THE FOLICE., THE ENVIRONMENTAL PATROL AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES. GSPECIAL .
ATTENTION WILL BE FOCUSED ON THE REHABILITATION OF THE COUNTRY'S
FOLLUTED STREAMS, IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM, WITH
FIRET PRIDRITY ACCORDED TOD THE YARKWON. KISHON, ALEXANDER, TANINIM AND
LACHISH RIVERS. FINaLLY, DURING THE COURSE OF THE VYEAR. LDCAL
ORGANIZATIONS AND REGIOMNAL MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATIONS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL
GUALITY -- CURRENTLY SERVING B2 FERCENT OF [ISRAEL’S FOPULATION --
WILL EE ENCOURAGED TO FROMOTE ENVIRDONMENTAL FPROJECT IN THEIR OWN
LOCALITIES. THESE GROUFS, UNDER THE ADMINISTRATIVE JURISDICTION OF
THEIR RESPECTIVE MUNICIPALITIES BUT UNDER THE PROFESSIONAL AUSFICES
OF THE MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT, WILL BE INCREASED FROM 22 TO &7
DURING THE COMING YEAR, WITH THE ADDITIONAL FIVE UNITS SLATED TO
SERVE THE ARAE BSECTOR.
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TO ACHIEVE THE SECOND EBEROAD CGOAL OF INCREASED ENVIRONMENTAL
AWARENESS, ISRAEL WILL LAUNCH AN INTENSIVE YEARLONC CAMFAIGN FOR
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND AWARENESS. EVERY MEANE WILL BE WVUSED TO
INCREASE FUBLIC CONSCIOUSNESS: PUBLICATIONS, FUBLIC SERVICE
ANNOUNCEMENTS ON TELEVISION, TELEVISION PROGRAMS. RADIOD SHOWS,
JINGLES, MEDIA COVERAGE, FOSTERS, STICKERS AND INFORMATION CAMPAIGNS.
THE YEAR WILL BE LAUNCHED AT THE PRESIDENT'S HOME IN SEPTEMEER AND
WILL BE FOLLOWED IN OCTOEER BY A CONCERT BY ISRAELI ARTISTS IN EILAT.
WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF THE PRIME MINISTER AND THE MINISTER OF THE
ENVIRONMENT. AN ENVIRDNMENTAL CALENDAR. SPECIALLY FPRINTED ON RECYCLED
FAPER, WILL BE PUBLISHED TO REMIND THE PUBLIC. ON & DAY-TO-DAY BASIS,
OF ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES. DAILY., WEEKLY AND MONTHLY. VYOUNG AND OLD
ALIKE WILL BE EXPOSED TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL MESSAGE THROUGH THE
GCENERAL MEDIA AND BY MEANS OF AUDIC-VISUAL FRESENTATIONS,
EXHIBITIONS. BROCHURES, LECTURES AND ENVIRONMENTAL YDUTH GROUPS.
STATE EVENTS WILL INCLUDE THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE YEAR AT THE
FRESIDENT'S HOME, THE CONVENING OF A SPECIAL KNEGSSET SESSION ON THE
SUBJECT, AND A MEETING OF LOCAL AUTHORITY LEADERS GSLATED FOR
DECEMBER, FOLLOWING THE NOVEMBER MUNICIFAL ELECTIONS.

R
B

rm

THE CAMPAIGN IS5 EXPECTED TO TRANSCEND ISRAEL'S BORDERS BY MEANS OF
ERCCHURES AND INFORMATION BULLETINS TARGETED AT THE INTERNATIDNAL
COMMUNITY. 1IN ORDER 70 FURTHER FROMOTE THE SUBJECT IN THE

INTERNATIONAL ARENA, THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS HOFES TO ADD AN
ENVIRONMENTAL COOPERATION CLAUSE TO ALL OF ISRAEL’E CULTURAL
COOPERATION AGREEMENTG, AND TO ENCOURAGE AMERICAN JEWISH

ORGANIZATIONS TO INTEGRATE THE SUBJEC IN THEIR CONFERENCES AND
MEETINGS.

ALL GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES WILL TAKE AN ACTIVE PART IN THIS MAMMOTH
ENVIRONMENTAL HAPPENING, AND THROUGHOUT THE YEAR SFECIFIC WEEKS WILL
BE DEVOTED TO SUCH ISSUES AS TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH AND TOURISM, AS
THESE RELATE TO THE ENVIRONMENT. WORTHY OF GPECIAL NOTE IS THE
MINISTRY UF EDUCATIUON'S ADOFTION THE SUBJECT AB THE CENTRAL TREME TG
BE INTEGRATED INTO THE FORMAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM NEXT YEAR. IN
ADDITION TO NEW STUDY PROGRAMS AND EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS, THE
EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION NETWORK WILL PRODUCE 25 FPROCRAMS ON  THE
ENVIRONMENT (25 MINUTES EACH), A UNIQUE EDUCATIONAL FAIR WILL EXHIBIT
PEDAGOGICAL MATERIALS ON THE ENVIRONMENT, AND A GSPECIAL PUBLICATION
WILL PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE LISTING OF ALL AVAILABLE EDUCATIONAL
MATERIAL AND ACTIVITIES RELATER TO THE ENVIRONMENT.

ALL TOLD. SOME BO BODIES HAVE COMMITTED THEMSELVES TD TAKING FART 1IN
THE YEAR'S EVENTS -- INCLUDING ISRAEL'S FOREMOET NOW-COVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATION, THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF NATURE. ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSOCIATIONS, PUBLIC BODIES, GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS -- EACH HAS
VOWED TO DO ITS PART TO IMPROVE THE ENVIRONMENT 1IN ISRAEL. FROM
ORGANIZING CLEANUF CAMFAIGNS TO JOINING ISRAEL'S CORFS DF ANTI-LITTER
TRUSTEES, EACH GROUP HAS AN IMPORTANT ROLE 7O PLAY. TOGETHER:
ACCOMPANIED EBY COMMITTED INDIVIDUALS FROM EVERY WaLK OF LIFE. THEY
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WILL MAKE AN IMPACT., NOT DNLY NEXT YEAR.

(0)1X0,(14)07 23100, (172100, (1)
(

|
p AOFA?P IR AR, (Q)ATUN, (C)ERA, (5)TINTA. (2)
(-

s LY TRNPZ27 I 0L 300K 43V THN L 0)

L0007 (4)

T (03017 (0)22X90,. (

BUT

FOR MAMNY

YEARS TO COME.

1T/
19-MAY-1

1071
973

i

y (OO0 (LNMOWR . (2) 000 #8301
(O) IR, {
01217, (

8
RS &

Ana
(0)

1y03Wwa, (3)A87177N
13077140, (1307070

7373, 12) T ANVTIATI

YanewoNnm., (0) X311

Ll

A, A O O £RERITS . CD

il

Ei




LE b

Ll (T AEdE T D B T g o

PIITN 1w
E

o e
= N y
o - I- g | I- I r
F = : 1 [ I " il -
= : o =
W = r £
w .... “ F 1 __
- u ke B s
[ »_ : f i

— I
- J T [
- =] o
_ = r .
- =)
- - ¥ | = R |
r ....l.v.. = i -
i i S I =]
1 3 e o
) = 4] r 1 =
s = = 1 = 1
wi T = =
. T £~ = =
i - R T
oy g =
| -3

=0 @ @ o o o o o o o o ® o o
® 0= ®



B e T w aaalle  e  Ts T p Sn t  tg  e — E
Iwpn npyme-yinn 1Tievn

N77213 WK1 Z8W?3 J34031a0 7121090 D123 RNIwz? An111 LN'atTnl n121en

7131 4383 MR PBTIR LATI0AT 1130 21133 N1 39009
oY 3

7781790 mAenN1 0Y1aTian vy 1A
(U131 70 ALY 7TaRa 208 I

X o f?”ﬁﬁ TIRRT 130371733
i1
"113%0a 0 78 AT
19
‘7

|
7 07 Tﬂ ng oi@ "*n123100
N 70 210TA0IE 7100 2

18T 9133 TTARY  TIMNIT DMIRITOY 073 Q17 74 0¥X2700 072900 “}f
7U07 X710 NZ7981 219737 NIIR 13/ 3173 n2vn 1130 Ryyfln rooa 1727 |
111Th .4
W7 1TERTY 2701 JXWT11A DXTAF 01N AZ718A 7310 28 13100 00000 SNW3 .
J3AIgN1 o RTI4T 7310 DUXN1 7731 NTD ONW1] 118787 1138 1rTa07 719X
§X17 1n*l i N7 ST 280 PYIROY 1013

ZAORY. LR ST N
O gnia *T3IOM1 A3°7

TS oaet i
220 =L

h
1 m

—t L
d L)
-

LA a3 —
= 11
=
=x

107 .0anivn 02 1nn

IBE. i |
i e -
..L'
K
] T T R LT O 1 1814 (1)y73]18 AW il 1 Aawa . 1L gn
- - s L i B A | g
V19 :‘II\_I 1YA% S '|'[""1'|r C&) Tl 1 jl PR | 1 | _:,
(03 NZHANTHI 117 10AN 137K, (11 ]

LRERL TS 05

oy gl i, EiL o 6y



~¥" 3. BLAUSTEIN D.R.I 554306 TEL Ho. 54796 10.11,92 132:55 .0l

b & -
SO (¢
0]
Ben-Gurlon University of the Negev ) ( W o 1333 1M-13 DL OIINN

¥
Tha Jacob Blaustaln Institute for Deserl Resaarch / PORINII 3Py weY 31BN pnRY poen
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The Director R
)

Professor Amos Richmen

November 10, 1992

JOF
The Honorable Mr. Shimon Pere

Minister of Foreign Affairs /l"‘,\}f}\

The Ministry of Foreign Affair
Jerusalem _ 1 ’][ /(Z/:)

Dear Mr. Peres,

As you suggested, herewith is the proposal .-::-lf our Institute 1o create The
International Peace Center for Bioremediation and Development of Arid Lands
at the Sede Boker Campus of Ben-Gurion University,

We believe that this center can be an important bonding agent between people in
their common effort for a better life in arid zones.

The International Peace Center
for

Bioremediation and Development of Arid Lands

The desert is a place of opportunity, rich in unique resources such as intensive
sunshine, high daily temperature through the year, ground water, resource
runoff water (mostly wasted today), and potentially productive soil.

Science, imaginative technology and capital combined with a strong belief in the

importance of the task - hold the promise of making the desert productive.

Adequate livelihood may be provided where today lack often prevails. This
o proposal is based on the hope that bonds strengthend by scientific cooperation
will form a cornerstone on which a peaceful existence for all will be attained.
France, Israel and Morocco can lead the way to the reclamation of arid lands for
the benefit of all people in arid regions, in general, and the Middle East, in
particular. Our University is devoted to meeting the national and international
need for human settlement of deserts in a way which will secure a high quality of
life. This is being attempted by the implementation of basic and applied research
programs. The proposed center will provide hope for humanity by joining hands
of different nations and cultures, Together we may unlock the great potential
hidden in arid lands for the benefit of all.

Tol: 07267 ! ' A
Fax 972-67-555068 © Talex: 6200 DIREG L 057-555058  :opa
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How can this challenge be implemented?
Cooperative research, exchange of scientists, students and field instructors.

INternational courses dedicated to solve specific problems and exchange
information and technology.

At the Ben-Gurion University’s Sede Boker Campus the following research uni ts
work in an interdisciplinary manner towards a common goal:

—  Ecophysiology & Introduction of Desert Plants - Prof, Y Gutterman, Head
—  Center for Energy & Environmental Physics - Prof. Y. Zarmi, Head

—  Controlled Environment Desert Agriculture - Prof, J. Gale, Head

—- Center for Desert Agrobiology - Prof. J. Ben-Asher, Head

—  Environmental Applied Microbiology - Prof. A. Abeliovich, Head ~ “
—  The Mitrani Center for Desert Ecology - Prof. U. Safriel, Head

—  Plant Adaptation Center - Prof. H. Lips, Head |

—  The Water Resources Center - Prof. A. Issar, Head

—  Fish Culture - Dr. S. Appelbaum, Head

—  Runoff Agriculture - Dr. P. Berliner, Head

—  Desert Architecture - Dr. Y. Etzion

—  Algal Biotechnology - Prof. A. Richmond, Head

—  Desert Hydrology - Dr. S. Sorek, Head

—  The Social Studies Center - Prof. G. Kressel, Head

—  Desert Meteorology - Prof. A. Zangvil, Head

Also, at the Institute of Applied Research at Beer-Sheva work done by Prof. Y.
Mizrahi on the Introduction and domestication of various wild and cultivated
fruit and nut crops to the Negev desert and African arid lands, and by Prof. Dov
Pasternak: Irrigation with brackish and saline water and physioclogy of salt
tolerance in plants. Emphasis is stressed on use of low-heat water for soil and
space warming, may be applicable.

|

Tl 87287 e e 7 057-—__+ o
Fax 972-567-585058 ' Tobex: 6280 DIREG N 057-555058 - :vps
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Desert Research at the Ben Gurion University at Sede Doker relates lo the
following themes:

—  Natural Resources: Water and Solar Energy
Water in the desert is usually hidden in deep strata and is too saline for
ordinary agriculture. We seek to develop ways to exploit these natural
water resources. The research of our environmental physicists embraces a
wide variety of solar energy related topics including heating for domestic
and industrial purposes, solar electricity, advanced optics and
measurements of solar radiation.

—  Desert Agriculture and Biotechnology

Research is aimed at off-setting the ill effects of extreme environmental
conditions on saline water irrigation, agroforestry and pasturalism based
on runoff water. Also, new species of plants are tested for their suitability
to local conditions. A special aspect of agriculture concerns constructing
biosystems that effectively exploit the unique desert environment, e.g.
intensive plant production in a special desert greenhouse or production of
fish and algae using saline water.

——  The Desert Climate and its Unique Environment
Meteorological research focuses on the evolution and present
configuration of deserts. Expected effects on desert environments caused by
global changes in climatic conditions and wind erosion processes are also
studied. The ecologists of the Mitrani Center study the environment of

desert lands both for its own sake, and with the goal of decreasing man-
induced perturbations.

—  Man's habitat and social organization
Our architects indentify and suggest solutions to provide habitations
suitable for humans. Anthropologists study problems faced by newly
established towns and urban and rural settlements in the Negev, with
particular emphasis on the Bedouin population.

Under the aegis of the Ben Gurion University, students come to Sede Boker from
all over the world in order to receive specialized training in the various aspects
of desert development, for example:

Flood Water Management:

Firewood and fodder are essential and scarce commodities in semi arid regions.
Population increase during the last decades in these areas led to overgrazing and
indiscriminate felling of trees, both of which are the main causes for
desertifacation. It is estimated that 2.7 billion people will be affected by
desertification processes by the end of this century. Flash floods are common
occurrences in arid and semi arid regions. These floods can be conveyed by
various means to low lying areas in which they are ponded in dyke surrounded
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plots. This technique known as water harvesting is suitable for countries in
which capital intensive solutions are inappropriate. Shrubs and annual crops
havebeen successfully grown in the Wadi Mashash Farm (located in Israel's
Negev) using only rainfall and runoff water. The widespread use of this
approach could alleviate the suffering of the inhabitants of semi-arid regions.

Animal Production Under Desert Conditions And Adaptation Of Animals To
The Desert

1. Sheep and goat production
a) Nutritional and water needs.
b)  Reproductive performance and accelerated lambing.

c) Growth rate of lambs running with ewes and on artificial rearing
system.
2. Camel production

a) Growth rate and energy and water intakes of early weaned calves.

b) Early mating of she-camels after calving using hormonal therapy.
3. Ostrich production

a) Nutritional and water requirements of growing and mature birds.

b)  Fertility: hormonal aspects, egg incubation and reproductive

behaviour.
4, Poultry production - layers and broilers
a) Environmental effects on production.

b)  Reproductive performance of hens and roosters.

c) Effect of environment end energy intake on egg production and body
composition of hens.

Tissue Culture And Cell Manipulations

Successful agriculture and forestry in arid and semi-arid lands (ASAL's) depend
upon proper management of the available natural resources and environment.
Of equal importance are introduction, selection and improvement of promising
plant species. Tissue culture, the cultivation and manipulation of cells in a
controlled, aseptic environment, is a powerful technique that provides the basic
methodology to induce genetic change (mutagenesis and genetic engineering) as
well as to carry out applied mass clonal propagation. Itis a critical bridge between
slow, tedious field research and practical, rapid implementation.

Often, and especially under the conditions of stress associated with cultivation of
ASAL's, a small percentage of a plant population excels while the majority does
not do well. If this variation is based on genetics, whether due to breeding or
mutation, it can be used to our advantage. Selection and vegetalive propagation
have been applied by agriculturalists for thousands of years. During the past two
decades the technology of tissue culture has enhanced manyfold the value of this
approach, by facilitating very rapid mass propagation (micropropagation) of
valuable plant material. Advanced methods of phytosanitation and genetic
engineering combined with micropropagation provide a powerful package for

improving and making available appropriate plant material for agriculture and
forestry in ASAL's.
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Solar Energy

The arid regions of the world are blessed with one natural resource that is almost
untapped by mankind. This is solar energy, Considering the limited availability
of fossil energy sources and, in particular, their harmful environmental effects,
the world is bound to convert to alternative energy sources. This is particularly
the case in arid countries, where the utility lines do not reach every place, as their
installation is so costly. Arid countries will be the first to provide their energy
requirements from the sun. Moreover, considering the enormous wide open
spaces that many arid ‘countries own, they could become electrical energy
producers for the industrialized world. In this context, countries in Northern
Africa may very well be the energy producers for Europe.

At the Institute for Desert Research of the Ben Gurion University at Sede-Boker
we have an intensive high level solar energy research program. The main thrust
of the program is aimed towards the development of efficient technologies for
the generation of electricity in solar power stations. This includes the use of
photovoltaic systems as well as very high temperature solar devices where the

sun’s radiation is highly concentrated and the generated heat is used in order to
operate large turbines.

Other research topics of common interest and benefit can be embarked upon once
, the center is established.

We propose that the Center organize an Annual International Conference on the
subject (The Miterand International Conference on Bioremediation and

Development of Arid Lands). This conference will promote and strengthen

international cooperation and state the Peace enter's message of hope to Lhe
world.

We suggest that support of meaningful research,
instruction and technology exchange,
will require an annual budget
of 5 million French Francs,
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DESERTIFICATION

Toplos for Consideration;
Israel’s Potential Contribution to Reversing Desertification

1. st a tg Effect on Desertification

There is no consensus among scientists on the relationship
between climatic changes and desertification, and little data
axigts to help predict accurately what changes may occur in the
Middle East.

Experts in the field of global warming predict that any
increase in global temperatures will result in a dramatic
increase (up to 10%) in evaporation throughout the Middle East.
No one knows for certain whether these changes would cause higher
or low precipitation levels in the region.

While scientists around the world continue to study the
perplexing issue of climate change, experts from within the
region must collectkt sufficient data to assess the potential
scenarios. Data is currently available on differences in the
level of water in the Dead Sea and the Hile Biver during various
geological periods. This information could prove very useful in
evaluating the connection between climatic conditicns and

| effective precipitation.

2. Salinizati Alkalinization, Structural peterioration and

Desertification

Soil salinization is thought to be one of the main causes of
desertification. 5Studies have even shown that one of the factors
which precipitated the decline of the Babylonian empire was soil
degradation caused by salinization: the salinity of the soil in
the Euphrates basin increased due to over-use of the water
resources and lack of any means to leach the soil of salt. This
phenomenon was prevented in ancient Egypt by natural annual
flooding of the Nile delta. ;

Over the years, Israell scientists have developed much
experience dealing with saline soils and progressive soil
galinization. Today, Israel is considered a world leader in soil
leaching and other desalination techniques. :

e e m——r e
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3. Spil Erosion, Overqrazing and Lack of Crop Rptation as
Contributing Factors ip the Proucess of Desertification

One of the causes of degertification is the steady increase
in cultivated land and pastureland which results in the
destruction of the land’s natural defense mechanism against
erosion. Erosion of the upper layer of the soil diminishes its
fertility and damages its ability to hold water and crops. Soil

| erosion is considered to be one of the principal causes for the
crisis which befell American agriculture during the 1930’s, and
led President Roosevelt to initiate major soil conservation
programs.

Tsraeli scientists have studied soil erosion, uvergraziﬁg
and crop rotation failure extensively, and developed expertise in
how to overcome these problems in arid and semi-arid areas like

Israel’s South.

4. Afforestation, Crop Rotation apd Sustain 1 i ur
the Edges of the Desert |
In most of the mMiddle East and. throughout Northern Africa, .

the desert is slowly expanding, and encroaching on formerly
usable land. But in Israel the opposite is true: large tracts
of desert land are being converted into verdant fields, and the
desert is being confined to smaller and smaller areas. These
changes have been effected principally through the use of new

| tmchniques developed in Israel to gustain mgriculture under arid
conditions, and in part through the transfer of water to the
Negev from other areas. Historical examples such as that of the
Nabateans have been adapted for use in today's dry area
cultivation.

5. Irriqation, Salt Leaching and Minimization of Water LOss

fsraeli agronomists have developed efficient water
distribution methods which permit the irrigation of secondary
soils (sand dunes, for example). gsalt-tolerant c¢rop species have
been cultivated so that brackish water can be used for
irrigation, and technigues have been developed for rinsing salt

from crop roots. , .

These technigques have been employed to tremendous advantage
in Egypt's western desert, where large areas, once entirely
barren, are now under cultivation.
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6. Fertil 1ity Increase and Recycling of Organic Wastes

9ail in the Middle East is generally poor in organic matter,
and thus fairly low in fertile capacity. Israel has developed
modern methods of soil enrichment, which apply organic materials
extracted from urban and agricultural waste to low gquality or
depleted soils. Israeli scientists have developed technigues for
obtaining higher crop yields by using compost as bed material for
greenhouse use, and as fertilizer on large outdoor plots.
Compost is also used to rehabilitate otherwise uncultivable

saline soils.

7. Socio-Economic Aspects of T Desectification

The most advanced techniques must be applied in the struggle
against desertification, in combination with modern sociological,
aconomic and educational approaches. Istael’s experience in |
building settlements in arid and semi-arid areas may prove
helpful in the search for solutions to the problem of
desertification faced by much of the Middle East.

B. Cloud Seeding

Israel is currently the only country making extensive use of
cloud seeding techniques to increase precipitation over
agricultural areas. Both the technical and practical expertise

{ gained from this experience could be used to help prevent !
desertification throughout the region.

9. Global Aspects of Degertification

The proposed Middle East Center for the Reclamation of the
Desert could play an active role in global efforts to combat
desertification. It could be used as an instrument for the |
implementation of the United Nation Action Plan for Combatting
Desertification (PACD), and as a partner for joint research with
other organizations throughout the world,

10. TIsraeli Academic and Governmental Institutions Which Could
Take Part in the Proiject

A. Academic Institutions

T The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

2 The Technion - Israel Institute of Technology

R
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- Ben Gurion University of the Negev, Mitrani Center
for Desert Ecology

4. The Weizmann Institute of Science
5. The University of Tel Aviv
6. Bar Ilan Univ&rsify
arc nstitute
1. The Agricultural Research Organization
2. The Geological Survey
3. The Hydrological Service

4. Oceanographic and Limnological Research, Ltd.

" 5. The Meteorological Service

6. The Agricultural Research Administration

a. Soil and Water Institute
b. Center for International Development and
Cooperation
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TITLE: MIDDLE EAST MULTILATERAL WORKING GROUP ON THE

ADMINISIRATIVE CIRCULAR. 1

ENVIRONMENT, MAY 24-25, 1993,

VENUE: [INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ROOM, 3F AT MITA HOUSE, 2-1-8
MITA. MINATO-KU, TOKYO JAPAN.

REGISTRATION: B:00-8:50 AM, MAY 24: SESSION CONVENES AT
9:00.

AGENDA: TO BE PROVIDED LATER.

PROCEDURES: THE SAME ADMINISTRATIVE RULES WHICH WERE APPLIED
IN THE HAGUE WILL BE IN EFFECT.



--WORKING LANGUAGE: ENGLISH.

--DELEGATIONS: FOR REGIONAL PARTIES, DELEGATIONS WILL BE
LIMITED TO SIX PERSONS IN THE ROOM DURING WORKING GROUP
SESSIONS, MORE THAN SI1X DELEGATES, HOWEVER CAM BE ACCREDITED.
FOR EXTRA-REGIONAL PARTIES, DELEGATIONS WILL BE LIMITED TO
THREE PERSONS I[N THE ROOM DURING WORKING GROUP SESSIONS, MCRE
THAN THREE DELEGATES CAM BE ACCREDITED. DELEGATIONMN LISTS
SHOULD BE PROVIDED NO LATER THAN MAY 14 TO THE MINISTRY OF

FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF JAPAN.

--RECORDS AND PRESS: THERE WILL BE NO OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE
MEETINGS, WHICH WILL REMAIN CLOSED TO THE PRESS. A PHOTO
OPPORTUNITY, HOWEVER, WILL BE GIVEN TO THE PRESS FOR FIVE

MINUTES AT THE OPENING OF THE SESSION.

--TRAVEL AND ACCOMODATIONS: THESE ARE THE DELEGATES'OWN
RESPONS IBILITIES, ARRANGEMENTS SHOULD BE MADE VIA TRAVEL
AGENCIES OR EMBASSIES. A SPECIAL DISCOUNT RATE IS OFFERED FOR
WORKING GROUP PARTICIPANTS BY HOTEL OKURA: TEL: 03-3224-6700:
ADDRESS: 2-10-4 TORANOMON, MINATO-KU, TOKYO, JAPAN. FOR

RESERVATIONS PLEASE CALL MS. FUTAGI OR MS. ONUMA: TEL:

03-3224-6700 AND GIVE AS REFERENCE ''GROUP NO. 47.'' RECEPTION TO

BE HELD THE EVENING OF MAY 24. 1993.
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