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Working Luncheon with Secretary Haig and Prime Minister Begin

Department of State, James Madison Room
Wednesday, September 9
1:00 p.m.

PRESENT: American Side -- Sec. Haig, Allen, Kirkpatric
McFarlane, Lewis, Wolfowitz, Veliotes, Hill,

Israeli Side -- prime Minister, Shamir
Tamir, Sagui, Bar-On

aron, Evron,

The meeting was devoted to Lebanon.
HAIG: I believe we have a share al approach to Lebanon. We
have suggested to you some id carried out in phases but 1 would
like to emphasize that the sanctity in this and in our thinking.
Three principles are th nes for our concepts:
(1) The security of Israel.

(2) To seek to ge ians out of Lebanon.

(3) To achieve ngthening of the central government of Lebanon.
phased plan is not secret. We do not seek through it
uld result in a tricky PLO connection. Our condition on
PLO remain absolutely firm. They are the recognition of
acceptance of 242 and 338. As long as this Administration is

» 1 cannot visualize a change on this. Yet, the Palestinians are
ain, even if distant, participant in what is happening in Lebanon .

ause we want to change their role. In particular, we want them to
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remove their weapons. But this does not imply any contact between

and the Palestinians. We have tried to bring in other Arab part

and how they achieve this is their business.

PRIME MINISTER: I have heard you with great interest.

-. inform you what has happened after the Cessation of H
those happenings are impurtéﬁt. General Sharon
go into greater detail but I must tell you that orists have broken
all the basic understandings which were the my agreement with

Philip Habib. The first basic understa they broke was in the

introduction of heavy weapons into the here are now 18 emplacements

of 130 milimeter guns in this area. these can reach the Galilee
and all of them can shell the Had Secondly, the terrorists seem
to have interpreted the wordin ion of Hostilities" between the

. territory of Lebanon and th ry of Israel as giving them a license

to attack in Judea and S d elsewhere. Should this continue, I

want to tell you that 1d be utterly unacceptable. They have also

attacked outside of dle East in Vienna and elsewhere. In other

words, if they i the Cessation of Hostilities in the north as a

license to at ewhere, this is unacceptable.

The i on of heavy weapons into the area is a most serious

problem i11 recall that our main preoccupation was to put the Galilee

out This has not happened. Also, the missiles have not been

d there has been no return to the status quo ante. We do not

r with Syria but if the situation continues, it might happen.

ool
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As far as the Christians are concerned, we have helped them over

years and have given them weapons for tens of millions of dollars.
Maronites under Bashir's leadership are effective but they cann
the regular army of Syria. As you will recall, they approa
asked us if we would not object if they would make a dec
cutting their ties with Israel. I cabled them at that
and my reply was in two parts: first, that we do not
this demand which was put to them because the con is negative;
but the second part of my reply was that if th this demand, we
would not object as we cannot assume the re ity for the lives.
As you will recall, they did not quite u this message and we
had to clarify this shortly afterward ughout the years, we advised
them ﬁnt to divide Lebanon and not e an independent state because
they were not strong enough to ut we assumed some responsibilities
for the consequences by aidin d this was not an insignificant aid,
neither for them nor for u Syrians continued to put pressure upon
them and subsequently a to sign another document in which they
would confirm that I the enemy of all Arab states. This Bashir
refused to do.

There is roblem. There will be Presidential elections in
Lebanon nex It is definite now that Sarkis will not stand in those
election t, of course, creates considerable problems. May I

the Lebanese problem is a political issue and not a military one.

.. /4
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HAIG: We here are aware of your sacrifices and contributions on this i
And are grateful for your patience on the violations of the Cessati
Hostilities which have occurred. As far as Vienna is concerned
told that the crime was carried out by a splinter group, but I ‘want
to suggest by saying this, that Arafat is a paragon of vir though he seems

to be for the moment somewhat more responsible than in I have

not heard that Sarkis definitely decided not to run.
HABIB: EverytHing the Prime Minister has said that the cease
fire has held relatively well . Israeli c d patience has paid
off. It is also quite clear that the ra 111 seek to undo the
process.

The underlying understandings ssation of HosfiIities Were:
(1) The removal of heavy weapons
(2) The expansion of UNIFIL's operation into the Tyre pocket and

the Beaufort area.

(3) Increasing the capa the central Lebanese government.
(4) The continuation et-e-din process, the purpose of which is
ultimately to ut the withdrawal of the Syrians from Lebanon

and the re ion of the various Lebanese factions.

the purpose of gradually resolving the Lebanese problem.

fashion this, we naturally took into account the Christians.
ul that this would reassure the Maronites in general and Bashir
lar. In the series of meetings which we had with them, we had

ression that indeed he had been somewhat reassured. Bashir has

A
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told us that he has improved his position and for the first time deal
directly with some responsible Syrian officers. He appears to fee
a bit safer.

When we suggested the phases, we believed that we could
the easier measures. Some of this you carried out witho pro quo.
There was no attempt to have a quid pro quo. We are f that the
Prime Minister does not 1ike this. We believe tha
this in the future in order to try and spare Isr any threat from
that direction. 1 believe that we can only yrians out under
Saudi pressure. We ought to try and attemp fore the 1982 elections
in order to avoid that these elections der Syrian gun. You
might be aware that Sarkis cannot run der the present Lebanese
constitution. Therefore, an idea rred to try and change the
constitution in such a way so t e-election is not excluded. This,
of course, will take some adj It is quite clear that the next
President of Lebanon will be elected by some deal as it has always
been done before.

We do not want eopardize your attitudes towards the PLO through
a quid pro quo. , it is clear that we do have ways and means to
try and ;nntru appens on the ground through other parties.

e hope for a somewhat more constructive French attitude

t is even possible to believe that the tragic death of their

was a result of an already perceived changed French attitude.

.. /6
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HABIB: I believe that the Iranians were most 1ikely responsible for

this.

BURG: What happens to the terrorists acting outside of Leban
HABIB: As you know, we are completely opposed to terro any source.
Quite obviously, we would not ignore this. But 1 t we should not
allow a particular terrorist act to be able to d us anﬂ destroy
the fragile arrangements which we have start
SHARON: T have to emphasize facts. The situation in Lebanon has
not improved. The opposite is true. tuation in Zahle is worse.
The Syrians are moving forward ste in order to take over the whole
of Lebanon. I am sorry to say picture is different from the
description we have just hea 11 try and show you what has really
happened (Hinistér Sharon a map). As you can see on the map,
these are the January daries of the Christian area and that year
the Syrians invated ern part. In 1978, the Syrians took over the
northern part of (Tripoli) and in April 1981 they captured the
Zanin Heights. then, they have advanced westwards. In former
years, they before winter came eastward from the mountains but

ng daily westwards. Sometimes tens of yards, sometimes
ey are moving tanks, constructing roads and entrenchments.
these activities there is a terrorist participation. One

ot forget that the free Lebanese area is not longer along the coast
24 miles, and not wider than 17 miles. The Christians from the north
1 us that they sense an increasing danger.

A7
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HABIB: It might be worthwhile to recall that when Syrian troops
in 1976 into Lebanon, it was in order to try and save the Chri
the PLO. In 1978, they were called in by Franjieh. As fars
mountains are concerned, it is my information that at the
Syrians agreed not to move westwards. Bashir seems to obtained
an agreement that the Syrians will not shell east Be hat is of

particular importance to him and that of four cro

Obviously, the Syrians want to dominate anese but the Lebanese
will struggle against this and the Saudis ant the dismemberment
of Lebanon. One should also recall th rians have problems at

home.

SHARON: Bashir has Israel's Israel was the only one to support
the Maronites. But our pr present are not the Maronites, but the
Syrians who want to tak anon. There are 500 Syrian tanks in

Lebanon, including at er the 91st Armored Brigade. This is a

regard the Syrians in Lebanon as a threat which we cannot tolerate.
are different from yours. They do not have to take over every
inch of Lebanon. They might leave for their own reasons, some area

of their occupation, but this will not change the basic problem. Take

../8
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the question of elections. The Lebanese parliament has 90 members
66 are sufficient to elect a President. And those 66 will be tr
to the session by the Syrian armored cars. Those are not fy '
or elections at all.
As far as the Cessation of Hostilities is concern epted your
word. We assumed that the terrorists would not au r weapons

but they did that in particular in those places f they could hit

us most effectively. I have visited Hadad a s ago in order to ;
convince him to stick to the Cessation of Ho agreement. At that

time, 1 saw with my own eyes how the ter enly dug in and constructed

positions.

PRIME MINISTER: There were many on Hadad and we persuaded him

to hold his fire.

SHARON:  Two nights ago orists shelled Hadad and four days ago one

of his cars was blown newly laid mine and one man was injured. There

have been 17 incid e the agreement. There were terrorist attacks in

Vienna, in Rome and Paris. There have been violations on the Jordan

border. tions could not have occurred without active Syrian
help. es to do everything in its power in order to prevent

ring but they do not always succeed. There was an attempt

o9
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SHARON: The terrorists have even tried to act from Egypt. We talke
over with our Egyptian colleagues. One of our patrols was attac
southern Gaza strip. A1l this means that they only feel rest
the agreement on the Lebanese border and nowhere else.
political solutions, not in a military one, which would be
out. There are three major problems in Lebanon: One a, the second,
the terrorists. It might be worthwhile knowing t year 1,700
terrorists from abroad were trained in Lebanon. > from Angola,

Huzamhique. Europe, Central America and other es. In other words,

Lebanon became the center of the world-wid st activity. The

third problem in Lebanon is how to esta free and capable government

in that country. These problems ca 2 solved integratively.

As long as the terrorists or the § are there, one cannot solve
this. We need the evacuation errorists from the UNIFIL area.
The same as far as heavy ar s concerned. We need greater respon-
6 sibility for UNIFIL. 2lieve that the regiment of Lebanese army

not under Syrian contr d be deployed in the south. The Syrians
must be evacuated f ut and even from the north. Elections ought
ional supervision and eventually, Hadad's troops

o the Lebanese army. Those are some ideas and some

say that our ideas are not unidentical. They do move

ar directions. Let us keep the 1ist and try and integrate our

../10
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BURG: 1 would like to suggest that more detailed talks on this should

be held between our experts.

HAIG: 1 believe we had a very good exchange here. We are 1

with your information and we ought to sit down and exchange

tion. This would be a basis. If you accept this we oug do this on

an urgent basis. We cannot afford to drag our feet ¢ We ought

to have the urgent sessions on an intimate basis.

In turning to a different subject, the str dspects of our

relations, here we should put some meat on There are three

areas which we might want to deal with: srepositioning (which

is at the present time a little bit re by the sheer availability

of weapons). (2) Medical supplie odest joint exercises;

(4) Joint contingency planning c d kind.
I would 1ike to be sure are all jointly satisfied. I would

like to make some very ge arks. We were very pleased to have you

here and I would like to welcome in particular, Foreign Minister

Shamir who has alway, sented to me the epitomy of professional diplomacy

at its very best. o would like to welcome Minister Sharon whc has given

us such an ablg e of his capabilities, and Minister Burg whose
contributiopt thout all Israel's Cabinets are well-known. I know
the Pres e a great deal of thought to his remarks this morning

fuch means what he has said, that we are partners and allies.

NISTER: 1 would like to make two short proposals. One, that if
annot assure free Presidential elections in Lebanon and other areas,

ections without Syrian armored cars, we might consider to postpone the

AR
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with his cooperation with Sarkis. The second suggestion
Sharon should also see you with the Secretary separate
k0 talks which he is going to hold with Secretary Wein 1 hope you

might agree to that.

Prime Minister Begin then raised his gl oasted the Secretary.

Meeting broke up around 14:30.
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Statement to the Press of the
Black Americans in Support of Israel Committee

We, all who have been working for socialjustice
in the United States, are fully convinced that

Individual freedoms are possible only in those
States which respect human personality and con-

sequently adhere to the democratic philosophy of
government.

Since Israel is such a State, in fact the only
democracy in the Midddie East, we welcomed the
opportunity for a free discussion with Prime
Minister Begin.

We discussed a number of questions concerning
Israell policy, to which-the Prime:Minister
responded. Our meeting, carried on in the most
amicable spirit, was for us extremely useful.

We made clear to Mr. Begin our support for a
free and democratic Israel with secure borders.

We indicated that we will do all possible to
encourage the American people, the Reagan
administration, and the Congress, to assist

Israel to remain free and her borders to remain
secure.

This we do, realizing that democracy is indiv-
isible, and that any threat to democracy anywhere
in the world, diminishes freedom everywhere.
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PN SN Meeting with Prime Minister Begin and
Black Leaders
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RS N Monday,September 14,1981, at 9:30 a.m. |
in Room 29A of the Waldorf Tower

PROGRAM

| Mr. Bayard Rustin, Chairman of the Black Americans in
‘ Support of Israel (BASIC], will
Introduce the Prime Minister.
P.M. Begin Remarks by the Prime Minister.

Discussion

There will be approximately 25-30 participants, whose

names follow '«
Bayard Rustin B.A.5.I.C., and Hon. President of
the A.Philip Randolph Institute.
Carl Holman President of the National Urban
Coalition.
| ' Benjamin Hooks Executive Secretary of the N.A.A.C.P.
Dorothy Haight President of the National Council of

Negro Women.

Hon. William Coleman Former Secretary of Transportation
of the United States.

Franklin Thomas President of the Ford Foundation,

{continued...
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David Dinkins

Mary Berk Nichlos
Earl Graves
Axthur Barnes

Leontyne Price
Adrian DeWind

Dr, Robert Weaver

YVernon Jordan

Alexander Alden
(Joe)
Jack Greenberg

Marion Logan

William Pollard

Dr. Bernard Gifford

Fredrick C.K.0'Neal

Charles Bloomstein

Phil Baum

800 SECOND AVENUE
NMEW YORK MN.Y 10017

o " OXForo 7.-5500
(list of participants continued)

City Clerk of New York, and a

candidate for Manhattan Borough
President.

Assistant to Governer of New York,
Hugh Carey.

Publisher of BLACK ENTERPRISE
magazine, and Black Economic Forum.

President of 100 Black Men, and head
of the Nmaw York Urban Coalition.

Metropolitan Opera
Civil Rights Attorney

Former Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development of the United States.

President of the National Urban League.

Vice-President of the National Urban
League.

Director of the N.A.A.C.P. Legal
Defense Fund.

Special Assistant to the New York State
Commissioner of Transportation.

Civil Rights Director of the AFL-CIO.
Provost of Syracuse University.
President of Actors' Egquity.

Retires Vice President of New York
State Friends Group.

Assqciate Director of the American
Jewlsh Congress.
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additional participants

Clarence Mitchell Lobbyist for Leadership Conference
on Civil Rights.

. Mildred Love Vice President for Programs of the
National Urban League. ;
Lienel Hampton Eminent Musician and Public Figure. i
Yelma Hill Director of Public Employees Department |

of SIEU, the Service INternational |
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_f Rabbi Herman Schaalman, President, Central Conference of American Rabbis,

L ﬁ:abbi Joseph Glaser, Executive Vice President,

8 American Rabbis,
o I
"-'1; Rabbi Alexander Schindler,

Central Conference of

President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations, |
@ r. Donald Day, Chairman of the Boa

rd, Union of American Hebrew
Congregations.,
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‘ . Tamir, Sagui, Bar-On

ool SERRE YA

Working Luncheon with Secretary Haig and Prime Minister Begin

e

Department of State, James Madison Room
Wednesday, September 9
1:00 p.m.

PRESENT: Anerican Side -- Sec. Haig, Allen, Kirkpatrick//clirkd Habib.
McFarlane, Lewis, Wolfowitz, Veliotes, Hill, Draper, sRemp,

Israeli Side -~ ppime Minister, Shamirhfsurg,.? aron, Evron,

fﬂé meeting was devoted to Lebanon.

HAIG: I believe we have a sharedﬁcﬁnce;7ﬁal approach to Lebanon. We

have suggested to you some ide - }j*ie carried out in phases but 1 would

like to emphasize that the;e_ia “Tfsanctity in this and in our thinking.

Three principles are the’ guidelines for our concepts:

@ (1) The security of nérthord Israel.

(2) To seek to %EL'Lhc SyFians out of Lebanon.
(3) To achie:;fijé sszngthening of the central government of Lebanon.
d

As 1 sa

i x

a vehic1-fwhf;h;5uu1d result in a tricky PLO connection. OQur condition on

e
talks @ith th# PLO remain absolutely firm. They are the recognition of

Isrge] anﬁhcceptance of 242 and 338. As long as this Administration is

B

:;5ﬁqy¥‘, I cannot visualize a change on this. Yet, the Palestinians are

jiii.é;* ain, even if distant, participant in what is happening in Lebanon ,

;‘7ff¥3;ause we want to change their role. In particular, we want them to

.. 12

s guiiphased plan is not secret. We do not seek through it

M= e e e Al
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and how they achieve this is their business.

PRIME MINISTER: I have heard you with great interest.

inform you what has happened after the Cessation of ﬂphti1it' s because

those happenings are important.  General Sharon afid his,Colleagues will

. go into greater detail but I must tell you thai';(,.t‘ee tepgrorists have broken

b

all the basic understandings which were the basic o my agreement with

k)

Philip Habib. The first basic understanding whié they broke was in the @
introduction of heavy weapons into the ;ia._f: here are now 18 emplacements
of 130 milimeter guns in this area. fgijm?i* these can reach the Galilee
and all of ?hem can shell the Hadaf] ¥rg;?' Secondly, the terrorists seem
to have interpreted the wordin “Cuﬁﬂjiinn of Hostilities" between the
territory of Lebanon and thE'iértjfi}y of Israel as giving them a 11censg
to attack in Judea and San;};ghf:a elsewhere. Should this continue, I
want to tell you that xh}a W fid be utterly unacceptable. They have also
. attacked outside uf,-ﬁtr_n Hi )IE East in Vienna and elsewhere. In other
words, if they fﬂ-érﬂrff-the Cessation of Hostilities in the north as a
license to at ﬂg% e F:where. this is unacceptable.
The iq{iidur?'un of heavy weapons into the area is a most serious

prub;:ﬁ? ey 4Mil1 recall that our main preoccupation was to put the Galilee

out ) :

rang§; This has not happened. Also, the missiles have not been

.. /3




TOP SECRET

As far as the Christians are concerned, we have helped them over,thc 4

. £ Fa el
years and have given them weapons for tens of millions of duT]ars.gf The sy

cutting their ties with Israel. I cabled them at that fime’ isf
£ ;

and my reply was in two parts: first, that we do not fike tj€

reply
tone of

this demand which was put to them because the connétatiop”is negative;

but the second part of my reply was that if thgﬁ}ac;;Pf this demand, we
it

would not object as we cannot assume the regﬂgrsig-' y for the lives.
ﬁs'you will recall, they did not quite undéraia,? this message and we

had to clarify this shortly afterwards/ Thrdughout the years, we advised
them not to divide Lebanon and not xHI;rq.f; an independent state because
they were not strong enough to do _ﬂ. r;Ut we assumed some respunsibilities_
for the consequences by aidin;fghum d this was not an insignificant aid,
neither for them nor for u 1r T ::Syrians continued to put pressure upon
them and subsequently asf{i t_é to sign another document in which they
would confirm that Istael i/ the enemy of all Arab states. This Bashir

i

refused to do.

There is a ntﬁer roblem. There will be Presidential elections in

Lebanon nextsyﬁﬁf‘f;rlt is definite now that Sarkis will not stand in those
3
elections/ard thdt, of course, creates considerable problems. May I

emphasize Lhaf the Lebanese problem is a political issue and not a military one.

4
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HAIG: We here are aware of your sacrifices and contributions on this isSuc.

TOP SECRET )

And are grateful for your patience on the violations of the Cessatinn.af 4

| though he seems
I have

HABIB: EverytHhing the Prime Minister has saquCthir};fthat the cease

fire has held relatively well . Israeli caution ar

ﬂ{iqlsix

off. It is also quite clear that the ra

process.

The underlying understandings

‘11

(1) The removal of heavy weapons.

(2) The expansion of UNIFIL's/Gica J.uperaticn into the Tyre pocket and

the Beaufort area.

(3) Increasing the caE;Pifity,T' the central Lebanese government.

. (4) The mntinuatiﬂnﬁ-ﬁf the Bet-e-din process, the purpose of which is
/ i
ultimately to £ring gbout the withdrawal of the Syrians from Lebanon

and the reaohci1j tion of the various Lebanese factions.

A1l this, uif the purpose of gradually resolving the Lebanese problem.

oof 5
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told us that he has improved his position and for the first time dealft

directly with some responsible Syrian officers. He appears to feel ﬁaw

a bit safer. r
When we suggested the phases, we believed that we could £tir!

the easier measures. Some of this you carried out wlthuuf a quf;.pru qun

There was no attempt to have a quid pro quo. We are fuTs aw 'e that the

Prime Minister does not 1ike this. We believe that‘we ca

this in the future in order to try and spare Isracl frogp/any threat from

f 0 .
that direction. I believe that we can only move LheySyrians out under
Saudi pressure. We ought to try and attempt’ this efore the 1982 elections
A
in order to avoid that these elections be'he 1;?p der Syrian gun. You
d

might be aware that Sarkis cannot run,caaan_ﬁ er the present Lebanese

constitution. Therefore, an idea fi< u_ rred to try and change the

constitution in such a way so thit Ifns'~ e-election is not excluded. This,
of course, will take some a ;Pf:&:f ' It is quite clear that the next

President of Lebanon will fa:ﬁ t9’be elected by some deal as it has always

been done before. :
We do not want_yéh tnx'eupardize your attitudes towards the PLO through
a quid pro quo. Alowey 5. it is clear that we do have ways and means to

try and control whut.Tappens on the ground through other parties.

../6
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HABIB: I believe that the Iranians were most likely responsible for
this. /

o

HABIB: As you know, we are completely opposed to terru;i&n f
Quite obviously, we would not ignore this. But I beffﬂve
allow a particular terrorist act to be able to dié{;te . us aﬁd destroy
the fragile arrangements which we have started.

SHARON: 1 have to emphasize facts. The /gene g' situation in Lebanon has

Atuation in Zahle is worse.

not improved. The opposite is true./ The

The S}rians are moving forward step’y-step in order to take over the whole

of Lebanon. I am sorry to sayAhat picture is different from the

'1|Ik
description we have just heard. 1 4%? try and show you what has really

happened (Minister Sharon , iﬁwla ¢ a map). As you can see on the map,

Y. .
these are the January 197¢ soyndaries of the Ehr1st1an area and that year

the Syrians invated tf ern part. In 1978, the Syrians took over the

northern part of ebanqr'{Tripoli} and in April 1981 they captured the
Zanin Heights ' 'Sinc then, they have advanced westwards. In former
years, they,ﬂihrdrfw before winter came eastward from the mountains but

now theyegf {ﬂ_{

ng daily westwards. Sometimes tens of yards, sometimes

Jhey are moving tanks, constructing roads and entrenchments.

A7
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HABIB: It might be worthwhile to recall that when Syrian troops ﬁpt red ﬂ

in 1976 into Lebanon, it was in order to try and save the Christ:.i:
the PLO.  In 1978, they were called in by Franjieh. As fagff: hed

A .
mountains are cuncernud, it is my information that at the )ast m::"

particular importance tu him and that of four :ru5¢|lg p -nts.

L -
e
T

Obviously, the Syrians want to duminatq:fhe Le Enese but the Lebanese

. ]
will struggle against this and the Saudis o notywant the dismemberment

rians have problems at

home.

SHARON: Bashir has Israel's sympathyl  Israel was the only one to support

the Maronites. But our prnﬁiﬁw q“.presentare not the Maronites, but the

-

Syrians who want to take-&ier anon.  There are 500 Syrian tanks in
Lebanon, including i}_the EﬁfHEr_the 91st Armored Brigade. This is a

threat which we canfot ':pt.

al

HABIB: Elemeﬁts_q “the 91st Brigade were about to move into Lebanon

and we prqdfiLﬂdf?his.

. aﬂregard the Syrians in Lebanon as a threat which we cannot tolerate.
¢ are different from yours. They do not have to take over every
i inch of Lebanon. They might leave for their own reasons, some area

A of their occupation, but this will not change the basic prabIeﬁ. Take

../8
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the question of elections. The Lebanese parliament has 90 members,’
¥ ;

i

66 are sufficient to elect a President.  And those 66 will be trah:;af_}ﬁ

to the session by the Syrian armored cars. Those are not freé ;1F£ ;ns
or elections at all. 3 :
As far as the Cessation of Hostilities is concerned; ﬁg_ﬁ::;pted your
word. We assumed that the terrorists would not aug@éﬁl th 'F weapons
but they did that in particular in those places ftnﬂ Lnj they could hit
us most effectively. 1 have visited Hadad a shglt :uﬁgﬁ:gn in order to b
convince him to stick to the Cessation of Hu§£{1i2;p§ agreement. ft that

& y
time, I saw with my own eyes how the terrofists openly dug in and constructed

positions.

FRIHE MINISTER: There were manyzgtﬁqnhs on Hadad and we persuaded him

to hold his fire.

SHARON:  Two nights ag%'-;f - j:n:rrists shelled Hadad and four days ago one

of his cars was b]nwnﬁﬂ}iw '{newly laid mine and one man was injured. There

. have beeﬁ 17 incid_pn't:& -.ZIiI.JtE the agreement. There were terrorist attacks in
Vienna, in Rume,fgtngn':and Paris. There have been violations on the Jordan
border. Theéw“v?ﬂ Htiuns could not have occurred without active Syrian
help. Jqfﬁ&n F; és to do everything in its power in order to prevent

them fném'nc; ring but théy do not always succeed. There was an attempt

..f9
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SHARON: The terrorists have even tried to act from Egypt. We talked it .

southern Gaza strip, A1l this means that they only feel restrfcted Ty
the agreement on the Lebanese border and nowhere else. We' beli
political solutions, not in a military one, which would bé;easyj 0 carry

out. There are three major problems in Lebanon: Une is Sy .a the second,

the terrorists. It might be worthwhile knowing tha' las 'yﬂar 1,700

terrorists from abroad were trained in Lebanun..eﬁnﬁiﬁﬁame from Angola,
Mozambique, Europe, Central America and other tountrd In other words,
Lebanon became the center of the world- widfﬁir“;jrist activity. The

th:rd problem in Lebanon is how to estah11qh /free and capable guvernment1

2

in that country. These problems canfin.y.'e solved integratively.

As long as the terrori;ts or the Sﬂiiun;jﬁre thgre, one cannot solve
this. We need the evacuatibnfﬂ? thg; errorists from the UNIFIL area.
The same as far as heavy artuiiery #; concerned. We need greater respon-
sibility for UNIFIL. He“ﬁ~f lieve that the regiment of Lebanese army
not under Syrian cuntgn{# unufﬁyie deployed in the south. The Syrians
must be evacuated fré;.?:irht and even from the north. Elections ought
to be held undEF(ﬂﬁfwrn;€§0n51 supervision and eventually, Hadad's troops

fg.the Lebanese army. Those are some ideas and some

to be reintegrstog i

suggestions/

HABIB; "1 éf;t say that our ideas are not unidentical. They do move

1q£fgf1ml

directions. Let us keep the 1ist and try and integrate our

1#.’1“
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BURG: I would like to suggest that more detailed talks on th1s shuu1d /

be held between our experts.

HAIG: I believe we had a very good exchange here. We are infpress

F
.

with your information and we ought to sit down and exchange’%hn i forma-

tion. This would be a basis. If you accept this we auaht t Tdo this on
an urgent basis. We cannot afford to drag our feet gﬁflha;=
to have the urgent sessions on an intimate basis. ’ .

In turning to a different subject, the str-':r.k.sépects of our
relations, here we should put some meat on thg bon - There are three

areas which we might want to deal with: (1) the prepositioning (which

is at the present time a little bit re<irzing

£ , .

of weapons). (2) Medical suppliesi [3) modest joint exercises;
A

'f,kmd

“are all jointly satisfied. I would

by the sheer availability

(4) Joint contingency planning of a s

I would 1ike to be sure that w
like to make some very genéral remarks. We were very pleased to have you
here and I would like very mu'u to welcome in particular, Foreign Minister

£ :
Shamir who has always represented to me the epitomy of professional diplomacy

at its very best.s I a]s-.would like to welcome Minister Sharon whc has given

us such an abl#"bihmp'e of his capabilities, and Minister Burg whose

contribution :qu_"'uut all Israel's Cabinets are well-known. 1 know
the Presi?' I e a great deal of thought to his remarks this morning

“very much means what he has said, that we are partners and allies.

RIME MINISTER: 1 would Tike to make two short proposals. One, that if

sannot assure free Presidential elections in Lebanon and other areas,

Aections without Syrian armored cars, we might consider to postpone the

AL
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- elections until the Syrians are out. If the elections arelpustroneqéw
then Sarkis continues to be in charge. Bashirjas recently Péﬁﬁ rﬂfﬁ;r'satisfied

with his cooperation with Sarkis. The second suggestion jgrthég' inister

Sharon should also see you with the Secretary separatg}ﬁf apg;ﬁ from the =

talks which he is going to hold with Secretary HEiﬂbéﬁéﬂr,ﬂﬁ.I hope you

might agree to that.
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Meeting between President Reagan and Prime Minister Begin
at the White House, Washington, D.C.
September 9, wednesday, 11:10 a.m.

e e e e e e

PRESENT: American side -- The President, The Vice President, Haig, Weinberger,
Meese, Kirkpatrick, J. Baker, M. Deaver, Allen, HcFarIane, Veliotes,
Lewis, Habib, Kemp.

2 Israeli side -- Pprime Minister, Shamir, Burg, Sharon, Evron,
Kuberski, Kadishai, Tamir, Sagui, Poran, Bar-On, Avner, Nehushtan,
Tehila.

(Prior to the meeting, the President and the Prime Minister met in the
Oval Office for some 50 minutes, with Foreign Minister Shamir, Vice President
Bush, Secretary of State Haig, Richard Allen, Ambassador Evron and

Ambassador Lewis).

PRESIDENT: We have had a good meeting in the other room. A good part of
the meeting was involved in getting ourselves acquainted. We did touch
upon a number of matters and the Prime Minister would like to say something

about them. Mr. Prime Minister, would you like to begin?

PRIME MINISTER: Thank you, Mr. President. In evaluating the situation, I

would 1ike to make a distinction between matters relating to the defense of
Israel and common interests pertaining to the world situation. With regard
to the defense of Israel, we have always demonstrated our preparedness

to defend ourselves. We have never asked another nation to fight our
battles during the five wars. One such war was the War of Attrition,

and for us it was an outright war. Throughout all these trials we
sustained our independence and so we shall in the future. We shall

. never ask anybody tc send soldiers to sustain our independence. For
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this is our duty and our duty alone. Mr. President, we have a wonderful
young generation -- serene and devoted and ready for self-sacrifice whenever
ﬁe are attacked. We hate war but we understand that we always must be
prepared, that we be strong in order to deter aggression. Always, we

must be ready to do what needs to be done to defend ourselves. As in the
past, so in the future -- the defense of Israel is the duty of Israelis.

In this room I can tell you that we now have the possibility to mobilize
700,000 well-trained soldiers. Our army is an army of civilians which

is comprised almost totally of reserves.

I now come, Mr. President, to the matter of common interests. In
our time, with the expansion and aggressiveness of the Soviet Union, we
face one problem which should unite us in a community of interests --
how to defend human liberty. 1 believe that in this we do have a deep
common interest. We should seriously and determinedly consult on strategic
cooperation. I must tell you, Mr. President, that we do not have much
time to lose. The Middle East situation is serious. The Soviet Union
presently has 2,000 of its best tanks in Libya -- what you call pre-
positioning -- as well as missiles and MiG-25s and even MiG-27s. Few
Libyans even fly such planes. In Syria, there are 1,000 tanks at the
disposal of the Soviets, in addition to the 2,600 tanks in the Syrian
army. And these include the T-72 which is one of the best tanks in
the world. This tank can sustain a direct frontal hit without damage --

and tanks move forward. As I say, they have in storage in Syria,

- 1,000 tanks for their own use in addition to the missiles and planes.

In such a situation, after Afghanistan and Ethiopia, we have here proof

of how the Soviet Union is prepared to involve itself on the spot, as

o
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they helped the Somalis at the time. You will recall that the Soviet
Union directly assisted the Somalis in attacking Ethiopia 1n the Ogadan
Desert. I wish you te know, Mr. President, that four years ago when 1
met your predecessor, early that murningll received a cable, anm 5.0.S.

from Mangistu (the ruler of Ethopia) in which he wrote to me, "Save

my country". He asked me to talk to the President of the United States.

I wish you to know that before 1 spoke to your predecessor about matters
concerning my country, I informed him of this message. When I received
it, I remembered how the Italians had invaded Ethiopia before the Second
World War. And I said to President Carter: we have to do something to
nelp the Ethiopians against the Soviet Union. And then suddenly, the
Soviets changed policy and began helping the Ethiopians against the
‘Somalis. They rendered assistance to the Ethiopians and pushed back
the Somalis from the Ogadan Desert. They simply switched sides over-
night. Ethiopia is now completely under communist rule. Sadat talked
to me about it. Sadat has shown me on the map and tells me how he is
surrounded (by the communist threat) but then I show him on the map a
little pimple (Israel) and I ask him, how should we feel?

Mr. President, we have a common interest and we should cooperate.
1 suggest to you that during our stay here, we should agree basically on
such cooperation. If you give your agreement, I suggest we ask our
Defense Minister to work out the details with your Secretary of Defense.
We should deal during our stay with strategic cooperation between us

on defense matters and then our colleagues could work on the details.

. PRESIDENT: We can agree to that. Fine.

.o /4
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PRIME MINISTER: Arik, do you wish to add something?

SHARON: T would just like to emphasize that we agree to this cooperation.
We have been facing Soviet expansionsim since 1955, We see the-Soviet
aggressive strategy and no doubt they are moving forward. Israel can do
things, Mr. President, that other countries cannot do. We have the.stahiiity
of a real democracy. We are on the Mediterranean. Israel is a country
positioned from which we can act both in the Mediterranean theatre and in
Africa. We are capable of embarking upon éﬂnperatinn immediately. We
have American equipment which we can put at your disposal in the shortest
time. We have the needed infrastructure, including military industry,
other industries, airfields and so forth. We have a long-arm strategic
_capability, as for example, Entebbe and Baghdad. We have the possibility
to give an air umbrella for distances of hundreds of miles into the
Mediterranean or the direction of the Persian Gulf, to enable American
troops to operate in case of need. Altogether, we have the means for
long-arm cooperation if you decide to move troops into the area, and

we can do it immediately. We are happy to hear from you that you are

interested. Together, we can elaborate practical plans.

PRESIDENT: As I said in the other room, we are allies and we share
common values. The meetings you will have with Secretary Weinberger

and Secretary Haig will reflect this.

PRIME MINISTER: Thank you, Mr. President.

Now, as you said in the Oval Office, you would be derelict in your

AT 4
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duty as President if we did not have a chance for a hearing.

To our deep regret, Saudi Arabia is a confrontation country of its
own volition. It joined in all the wars égain5t Israel and has never
signed an agreement with Israel. T wish to tal1 you in confidence, that
we tried time and again to get in touch with the Saudis but did not succeed.

They support the organization called the Pl It ié an organization
bent on our destru:ficn. This should be an axiomatic understanding. They
write it duwﬁ. We caqnct repeat the 1930s when people said that Mein Kampf
was mere propaganda. It was not propaganda. That embodiment of all
evil in mankind, to use a Churchillean expression, meant every word he
wrote. We cannot disbelieye an enemy who says he wants to destroy
us. The P.L.0. is bent on our destruction. It is written into their
Charter. A few months ago in Damascus, Fatah, the main component of
the PL.0. passed a resolution. They wrote that the Fatah movement is a
movement of national liberation whose aim is the liquidation of the
Zionist entity. politically, militarily, culturally and ideologically.
Please note the word "liquidation" with its special association.
When the Saudis give that organization those hundreds of millions of
dollars, they help an implacable enemy of our country. Then, there
was the meeting of the P.L.0. itself in Damascus. And they passed
a resolution which spoke of the strategic alliance led by the Soviet
Union. This is an euphemism for serving Moscow. We have all the
facts. Beirut has become a world center of terrorism. They reach

Europe and perhaps one day the whole of the Western hemisphere.

s B
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Mr. President, I will start not from the AWACS but refer first to the
problem of the F-15s you intend supplying to Saudi Arabia. They will have
60 F-15s. This is very serious for us. After all, we aré close
neighbors; they are on our doorstep, just across the border. .A11 the
systems to be supplied to the F-15s will immensely enhance their capability
to reach 311-Gf Israel's towns. I suppose that if ten reéch Tel Aviv
we shall -- and I say this without boasting -- shoot down eight of them,
but two of them will wreak havoc. If they have these fuel tanks, they
will be able to reach Tel Aviv not only from Tabuk but from any part of
Saudi Arabia. |

Then, there is the matter of the proposed sale to the Saudis of the
AIM 9L missiles. This is the most advanced missile in the world and it
will give the Saudis a qualitative edge over our air force. Until now,
there was no case of an air war in which we lost the battle but if they
get those missiles, this might well put us in jeopardy.

And then there is the matter of the refueling aircraft which, again,
shall enlarge the F-15 capability giving them a range up till the
Mediterranean. Mr. President, this touches directly on our national
security. -

I shall now refer to the AWACS. Let me say in brief that our country
will be completely transparent if they have the AWACS. When General Jones
came to visit me he told me at the time that the Saudis will have in their
territory 4 AWACS under complete American control. I did not say one word
of objection. But now they will own the AWACS and even if there are Americans

on those planes, the Saudis will have control. Now, the Saudis have

~ strategic cooperation with Jordan which, as you know, has refused to join

suld



. TOP_SECRET

e STy . T
the peace process. " And Jordan is allied with Iraq which is an implacable
enemy of Israel. Iraq participated in all the wars against us and has
never signed an agreement of any kind with us. In the Yom Kippur War
they fought against us with an armored brigade. They now have nearly
1,000 tank carriers which can cross the desert in 48 hours- 1; used to
take days, the tanks trave11inq on their own tracks, many of them
arriving at the front damaged. But now they have the carriers, mainly
from West Germany. This will enable them to carry three armored divisions
directly to the front in no time. This constellation -- Saudi Arapia
with Jordan and Jordan with Irag -- represents a new and serious change.
If the Saudis own the AWACS we will be completely transparent. Our eiperts
have told us that every plane will be seen, that every helicopter will
_be seen. MWe have 12 airfields and the majority of them will be naked.
And the information will then go to the Jordanians and then to the Iragis.
No one can control this. Our experts have concluded (the Prime Minister
reads from paper) : "In Saudi hands, the AWACS long-range detection
capability will enable the aircraft to cover the whole territory of the
ctate of Israel and will grant the Saudis an early warning capacity for
the detection of all air activity over Israel.” Israel has no strategic
depth and we must have some minimum early warning capacity. For we are
an army of reserves. With your permission, Mr. President, I shall ask

Arik to show you the details.

SHARON: I would, with your permission, like to add a few words on the
question of Iragi troops against us. In 1948, the Iraqis sent troops
to the West Bank and occupied its northern part which it handed over to

Jordan only in 1949. 20,000 Iragi soldiers were involved. In 1967

../8
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Irag participated'with two armored divisions and in 1973 Irag sent three
armored divisions to the Golan Heights. The Saudis also participated
in all the wars against us. For many years the Saudis deplﬁyed troops
in the southern part of Jordan.

I must emphasize that we understand that the Unjted States should
supply weapons to the Arab states -- but why the most sophisticated?
We cannot compete in numbers. Our advantage lies in our ability to
carry on air-to-air close combat. The Arabs have never managed to do
this. They never had the psychological strength to face our pilots in the
air. But once you supply them with thesemost sophisticated weapons

and missiles, we shall suddenly lose our superiority. I suggest to:®

you that this weakens the free world if we are going to lose our superiority.

We will not be able to fight them and overcome them as we did in the past.
This constitutes a major change in the Middle East. Mr. President, they are
not going to fight the Soviets. The Arab countries have internal problems
and for that they need weapons but not the most sophisticated. I would
like now to show how the AWACS in Saudi hands would cover the whole of

Israel.. I will ask General Sagui to show you, Mr. President, the viewgraphs.

(Saugi together with Sharon walks over to the President and explains the

" different viewgraphs. Haig, Bush, Weinberger, Allen, Meese and McFarlane

look on).

SHARON: The number of airfields we had was 12 but after our withdrawal from

Sinai we will only have 7.

o9
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(President to Weinberger: I understand that they are not going to be

equipped for ...)

WEINBERGER: Tiey (the AWACS) have mo ground capability unless the target

is racing along above 60 nautical knots.

SHARON: On the gruund they ‘can follow every movement if the spééd is
above 60 nautical miles, meaningevery aircraft taking off from the runway
will be shown and every helicopter in low flight will be seen.  As for
naval units, they, because of the color of the sea, etc., can be ‘fpaced
even at much slower speeds. A1l our airfields will be covered and our
helicopters seen. At the present time the Saudis are supplying the
Jordanians and Iragis with real-time information, and we see that they

are informing the Jordanians about every movement in the area, using

their radars in the north. The Saudis need not participate in actual
war. They can sit quietly by and supply information to the others.
And Jordan, Iraq and Syria together have 7,000 modern tanks and 700 modern

jets.

BURG: I would just like to add that what we talk about is the highest
compliment to the sophistication of American arms --- because your arms are

so good, we feel so bad.

PRIME MINISTER: Mr. President, Dr. Burg is our wittiest Minister. Our

oldest and our longest in office.

! ../10
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BURG: T hope it 4111 cnntinqﬁ.. It is like those stories of science
fiction when you have a knight in armor and a ray penetrates the armor

and leaves him naked. The eagle eye of the AWACS can look at us, undress
us and report to the others. Against the background of the'big West-Fast

discussion to which the Prime Minister has referred, this special thing

should not be misunderstood. Syria remains a particular ally of the

Soviet Union. With all the many points of understanding between the

U.S. and Israel, on this one puini it is a reaj]fEar that compelled the

also

Prime Minister to raise the subject. We must/see it against the background

of Saudi Arabia giving money and arms to the P.L.O.

. PRESIDENT: As I said to the Prime Minister, all these things you have said,

1 can empathise with you and can understand your concerns: But 1 wish
to say that we are trying to contiﬁue along the path of peace in the Middle
East and this is predicated, 1 believe, that given time, we can bring
Saudi Arabia around just as Egypt has been brought around, and bring it
into the peace group.  Now, these planeswill not be ayailable until 1985.
This gives us time. We have reason to believe that Saudi Arabia is a

key as, for example, the recent Lebanon issue. We believe that we can
bring them to a point Tike Egypt and become a key to others to do the

same thing. We have to have momentum. We must maintain the credibility
with them to build upon this. We are allies; there is no way we would
sit by and let them disturb the balance and put you at a disadvantage.

We won't let it happen. We are aware of the instability in Saudi Arabia
and 1 can tell you that we won't let another Iran happen . We give you

the assurance that we will do this with our eyes open and the first priority

el
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of our country is the security of Israel. We are pledged to that. We
ask your understanding about what we are trying to accomplish. We won't

just give in. We are involved. This is our position.

HAIG: . I think, as a military man, and as one whose concerns are close
_tu Sharon's, that it is vitally important that it be understood that we
are not going to take the initiative that would undermine your security.
The security of Israel is our primary Middle East objective and we won't
jnstitute a policy that undercuts that objective and which would endanger
Israel. We are in a situation, in a dialogue, that had been started before-
hand, and for other political reasons has been enhanced somewhat. We
won't institute policies with Saudi Arabia that would undercut our
interests with Israel. There are 5 years ahead and the Histury of those
next five years are vital. We need Saudi Arabia in a constructive
position and not as someone acting mischievously in the Middle East.

Thus far, we have seen this (Saudi constructive action) in the Sudan,

in the effort to bring Pakistan back into a Western orientation, and in
Habib's recent mission. Five years is sufficient time to make an assessment.
America will be involved in this system from the cradle to the grave.
There is no way for it to operate for two days without us. There will
be safeguards and overlapping safeguards. I can assure you that if we
fail to provide the AWACS -- and we won't fail to provide -- then Britain
will sure]y.mnve to do so. Their NIMROD has a better range and radar.
As one who was involved in the NATO negotiations, I can tell you that the
Saudis displayed great interest. The British Foreign Secretary told me
that they are prepared to immediately reopen the NIMROD line. Does it

serve our joint purpose to put British interests in Riyad as a substitute

e
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for American interests? I don't think so. We are going to have transfer
arrangeme;ts with Saudi Arabia which will guarantee safeguards and over-
lapping safeguards from the cradle to the grave and which will prevent the
worst prognosis you speak about. We have instantaneous alternatives to
shut off these systems. I ﬂou?d be less happy with the F-15 systems

than with the AWACS. The AWACS are not that snphisticatéd and I think

the matter is somewhat inflated. We go into this with our eyes open.

PRESIDENT: May I add: You mention the weaponry the Soviet Union is
supplying in the Middle East. We believe, as deeply as you, that the
real threat is the Soviet Union. But we also believe we are the only
" country that has a chance to take thgse surrogates away from the Soviet
- Union.  If we turn away from Saudi Arabia, we may well turn them towards
the Soviet Union as the major country to be connected with. If we
seek peace, we must make sure that they see us as the major power to
depend on rather than the Soviet Union. Peace in the Middle East
depends on keeping the Soviets out. I doubt whether Libya will send
out any more planes looking at American planes. As I say, peace in the
Middle East is dependent on keeping the Soviet influence from the Middle
East. A1l we can ask is your understanding. We are going into this-with
our eyes open. We have 5 years to develop this relationship and we can
change our course if need be. Maybe we have made an opening that could
-be extremely important. Who would have thought that two men could have

come together and made the peace between Egypt and Israel.

PRIME MINISTER: Mr. President, that happened for two reasons. Sadat was in

Romania and he asked President Ceausescau two guestions: he said to him:

=l
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you talked to Prime Minister Begin. Is he a strong man and is he a man
of peace. He was told, yes. He then flew to Teheran and it was on the
plane -- so he told me -- that he decided to go to Jerusalem. He made
a speech in his parliament and said he is ready to come and address the
Knesset. Five minutes later I sent him an invitation. And then your
Ambassador came to me and said thatSadat wanted a written invitatidn and
I sent it to him immediately. And so it came about. I would like to
say to you, Mr. President, that five years is quite a long period of time;
But, Mr. President, a nation does not live on borrowed time. What will
be the situation in the Middle East in which armament quantity becomes
of itself ﬁua]ity. This is the question we face. The Middle East is
being bombarded with weapons from the Soviet Union, ffum its
sattelites, from Britain, from France, from Italy, and nnﬁ by the
United States to Saudi Arabia. As I told you in the Oval Office,
your rationale for the neutron bomb was a very courageous decision.
The ratio of 1:5 is a new qualitative dimension in Eyrope. You need defensive
weapons to deter those 60,000 tanks. This is now our own main pre-
occupation. In tanks we have a ratio of 1:3. We can live with it.
But 5:1 -- then we shall be in a dangerous situation. We shall win but
the cost in casu;?ties will be tragic. This is our main problem.
Mr. President, I believe that sensitivity towards casualties is a
measure of civilization. We feel this much more than any other country
because we lost one-third of our people. 1In Israel we have 5uffered

15,000 killed. By American proportions, these are horrible casualties.

PRESIDENT: You are right.
b1
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PRIME MINISTER: You always stressed that you will keep the qualitative

edge.

PRESIDENT: Your military superiority is vital to us and we won't stand by

and see that changed.

PRIME MINISTER: -Thank you. This massive supply of weapons to Arab

countries creates as in Europe, a situation not only of quantity but of
quality. We really must pay attention, therefore to quantity. I say

so in complete candor for we speak as free men. We will be out-qualitised.

. PRESIDENT: We won't let that happen.

PRIME MINISTER: (addressing himself to the Secretaries of State gnd

Defense). Gentlemen, can you refute the facts our colleagues have brought

to you? I would like to know.

WEINBERGER: I think that on the agreement concerning the AWACS you should

bear in mind the points made by Haig with whom 1 entirely agree . It is

essential to complete the transaction in the hope to bring Saudi Arabia around.

* It is also important to remember the possibility that this would have a

major impact to help the security of Israel and the whole world which would
not be the case with the NIMROD. Otherwise, they would have planes without
restraint. The Saudis really need the planes to look towards Yemen and

Ethiopia aﬁﬁ?iﬂa:ged this to look into Iragq and Iran. If that capability

is added to the region, this will be an enormous benefit to Israel and the

U.S. and this is a major factor governing our decision. As the President
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said, no arrangement will be made that will give a qualitative advantage
against Israel. This is an American policy. My own feeling is that the
ﬁn]y real Saudi need for it is to protect themselves along their Southern
and Western flanks. The completion of the sale will be a benefit to

all.

HAIG: Habib is here and we still have to talk about Lebanon (at State

Department Tunch). I believe this has been a most helpful discussion.

PRIME MINISTER: Mr. Secretary, we are very worried and very concerned.

You say maybe the Saudis may be won over. We are their neighbors and we
see no sign of moderation, no sign of it. They have their so-called peace
plan. I wish you to know it is a plan how to liquidate Israel in phases.
It says in that so-called plan about recognizing the right of all the
states in the region to live in peace. They do not even mention the

name of Israel. A1l the Arab states could make the same statement because
they do not recognize Israel as astate. HWe are the "Zionist entity".

We are not frightened; we are worried.

"PRESIDENT: I know.

PRIME MINISTER: We have to care for our children.

PRESIDENT: Your continuing existence and stability and qualitative

supremacy is essential to our well-being. I can only say that just as

once Egypt would have signed such a statement as you quoted just before,

we believe Saudi Arabia will eventually be brought around. If not, we will
take corrective action.

MEETING ADJOURNED about 12:20 p.m. /R "U/éw
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Breakfast meeting between President Reagan and Prime Minister Begin
at ‘the White House, Washington, D.C., Cabinet Room '
Thursday, September 10, 9:10 a.m.

P ————— T LRl o

PRESENT: American side: The President, the Vice President, Haig, Weinberger,
- Meese, Kirkpatrick, J. Baker, M. Deaver, Allen, McFarlane, Veliotes,

Lewis, Habib, Kemp.

Israeli side: Prime Minister, Shamir, Burg, Sharon, Evron, Kuberski,
Kadishai, Tamir, Sagui, Poran, Bar-On, Avner, Nehushtan, Tehila,
Uri Porath.

THE PRESIDENT: We are going to have vo eat and talk at the same time; we

are going to have to talk with our mouths full. I will ask Secretary Haig
to bring us up-to-date on the various meetings that have taken place since

yesterday morning.

HAIG: One of the topics for discussion which has not yet been touched upon
is the peace process. I speak on behalf of the President when I say that
we want everybody to understand that we are fully behind the Camp David
Accords and we remain comitted to that process. We are very anxious to
get moving on the autonomy talks. I believe our meetings have been very
prnductive“@ﬁ far. Yesterday, at lunch, we had a very detailed discussion
on the Lebanese issue and we agreed to put together a group this afternoon

on this to work out an integrated appraisal.

Mr. Sharon yesterday raised proposals in the discussion on the strategic
relationship. A great deal could be done cver time with some limitations,
but 1 think it is time to get started. There are three areas which
Secretary Weinberger has touched upon. It may be possible to put together

a draft of a memorandum of understanding (m.o.u.) on these matters.

v
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WEINBERGER: Mr. President, we talked about two or three areas where there is
possibility of agreement of the type of things we can put into a m.o.u. or a
draft of one. There is a desirability of prepositioning medical supplies.
Israel's medical facilities are extremely good. Then, perhaps; to begin
contingency planning on contingencies that might affect the Middle East as

a whole.  Perhaps in that connection reference can be made to the defense
of the region as a whole, some port calls of our ships and general planning.
Perhaps this could be included in a m.o.u. or a draft of one to be put

together shortly. This could be the beginning.

SHARON: I emphasized yesterday that as far a; cooperation is concerned,
though important, it no doubt involves us with many problems. It is hard

to believe that we can get involved with the U.S. without in a way having

our hands tied. Therefore, we believe that.tn embark upon this cooperation
it should be on a wide-range of activities. Yesterday I mentioned several
F%e]ds of activity. I spoke about the long-range air, long reach strategic
capability of Israel. MWe have this at present, though limited to our own

: these
needs. We believe that with/means that we can also support you immediately.

H; understand the sensitivity of this with regard to your involvement in

Arab countries. Any such arrangement will demand many things from us and

from you but this would not be against the Arab countries but the purpose

of it would be to deter the Soviets. Then we talked about the prepositioning
of armor. We still have had no detailed dicussion on this. I don't know

whether you think in terms of an armored division or core -- 365 tanks or

1,000 tanks -- and hﬂﬁ‘]nng they will be there. We have the capability
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to start this immediately. Of our 3,000-odd tanks, most of our equipment --
2,000 -- are American. We thought in terms of putting some of these tanks
at your disposal immediately. For that we must be compensated for by
payment thus enabling us to produce our own tank, the Merkhava, and this
will, of course, involve you in the further shipment of tanks to Israel.
Within months we can hand over to you a certain number of tanks. As for

the details, I hupe'tu be able to discuss them with Secretary Weinberger.
\These, then, are two fields:

(1) the long-range strategic power

(2) the prepositioning of armor.

There is a third field and this is how to deploy in Israel aircraft
by using our aviation industry for maintenance -- aircraft in the European
theatre, the Persian Gulf or the West Asian theatre. We can maintain 150
aircraft at a time -- ?-155, F-16s and Phantoms.

Then, we have offered medical support. My proposal would be that
this be integrated with our existing medical system, i.e, to use existing
hospital facilities and expanding them as need be.

We offer you an umbrella if one day you have to move an airlift into
the Middle East. Israel is like an aircraft carrier with such a capacity.
To have this umbrella we would need a certain number of F-15s and F-16s
and were you to have to embark on an airlift into the area, we would have
the capacity to protect the heavy planes.

I wish to say a word about the balance of intelligence. We are suffering

heavy damage as a result of the peace -- which is a good thing in itself --

_and we have to a large extent lost our defensive capacity by withdrawing

from Sinai. Also, because of the deployment of Syrian missiles in

Lebanon, we do not have a cover of the most sensitive places in Syria.
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Our answer would be to have a satellite of our own, which we know is
cumﬁficated, or to get satellite photographs through a ground statinﬁ_
which would be established in Israel. Our army is based almost solely
on reserves. The standing army is very small. We have a 24-hﬂ;r system
of mobilization and we are in crucial time for at least 3 days until the
mobilization is tarried out. If we do not get immediate information,
we face major threat.

I So, when we speak of strategic cooperation,,we talk of a wide range of
activities. 1 cannot speak on behalf of the Prime Minister but I would
like to express a personal view ...

PRIME MINISTER: When you express a personal opinion -- speak on my

behalf.

SHARON: When somebody cooperates in many areas we understand we cannot
do everything we would 1ike to do. But we face the same problem of containing

the Soviets and we are ready to do it.

PRIME MINISTER: Mr. President, the remarks made by my colleague General

Sharon are most important. I would like to add two items. First, the
airfields. I do not understand why my good friend Sadat did not agree to
put the Etzion air base at your disposal. We were prepared to put that
airfield at your disposal both before the peace treaty and afterwards.

From that air base you can fly to any part of the Middle East. But I
.dan't want to embarrass Sadat: he is very touchy about it. Maybe you will
take it up with him again. I wish to say that we are ready to put at

your disposal the two airfields you have built for us in the Negev. Maybe
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it will require the lengthening of runways and other adjustments. Secondly,
we have two deep water harbors -- Haifa and Ashdod. The Sixth Fleet likes
to come to Haifa. When I visited the Nimitz, Rear Admiral Shultz told me
that the sailors love to visit Haifa. When I 5uarded the Nimitz'I was greeted
with whistles and I thought it was some kind of demonstration but the W
Admiral told me it was their welcome. The Captain, he said, tell the sailors
that if you will behave you will see Haifa, and when they come they enjoy
a friendly welcome. So, send your specialists and we will be prepared
to put those harbors at the disposal of the Sixth Fleet.

As the Secretary of State had mentioned the peace process, I shall
ask Dr. Burg, the Chairman of our Autonomy Committee, to explain where matters
stand concerning those talks. When I met two weeks ago President Sadat
in Alexandria, we reached agreement in half-a-minute on the renewal of
"the talks. They will be renewed on 23 and 24 September. That night,
when 1 met with Sadat in Alexandria, we could not get hold of Atherton.
Sadat said to me we have forgotten to inform our American friends, but we
did so }mmediately afterwards. I wish to suggest that we leave the location
of the talks as decided, that they be held in Cairo. I read in the press
that perhaps they should be convened in New York but 1 think they should
take place in the region itself. Perhaps afterwards, subsequent talks
might be held here. We have real proposals to make on how to activate
the talks. May I say that normalization is being completely revived in all
spheres and this is one of the main results of Alexandria. In a few days'
time we shall be receiving a large de1egatinn_frum Egypt to discuss commerce,

-agriculture, irrigation, etc. Sadat needs irrigation like air to breathe

and we can help.

../6
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BURG: In a nutshell, I would 1ike to say that the outcome of Camp David

was in two areas -- the peace treaty and the understanding that there should
be autonomy talks for a self-governing authority for the Arab inhabitants

of Judea, Samaria and the Gaza District. This was the philosophy. But
Fhi1u$ﬂbhj is one thing and brass tacks is something more difficult. Where
were we stuck? The Prime Minister said that one of the main problems of
Egypt is irrigation but on this matter we have irritation. The philosophy
of the talks ranges between two extremes. We do not want to be absolute
rulers of more than one million Arabs and secondly, we cannot afford a
Palestinian state. It would be a cummunisf state, irridentist and a danger
to our lives. Between these two points, the idea of a self-governing
authority was conceived. We met several times. We did qu{te a good job

on technicalities -- on how the electorate wuu]d vote, the supervision

of the electiuns, etc. But we did not make progress on one important matter

and 1 can put that into a mathematical formula. Autonomy is not sovereignty.

Sovereignty minus x is autonomy. Our problem was to determine the size of
the x. For Egypt, autonomy was seen as a corridor to an Arab state and

for us, instead of an Arab state, a substitute for an Arab state. These
discussions were interrupted by a time factor that has lasted for 15 months.
For 15 months fgypt did not want to come to the table of negotiation.

I do not know why. Sometimes Israel might have given them an excuse such
as the Jerusalem Law, but that was just an excuse. 1 do not know what
brought about the change of Sadat's mind and 1 can but guess. Perhaps it
has to do with the drawing closer of April 1982 when we shall conclude the
withdrawal from Sinai. Perhaps this creates a psychological linkage to the

fulfilment of the peace treaty.
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Mr. President, to date, Israel has fulfilled the treaty 100%. Perhaps
Sadat thinks it is good to have autonomy talks generating ceftain results
before April 1982. Ten days ago the decision was taken for talks to begin.
I believe a mémurandum of understanding -- a popular word thése days -- can
be reached to have a m.o.u. that would put aside things on which no
undersfanding can be reached. We have a time-table. On September 23, we
meet in Cairo and I would 1ike that we conclude a schedule that would cover
a number of months for dates of meetings, procedures, level, etc. I believe
it is possible. With your assistance -- you are active partners, so it is
written -- we could move along with this part of the peace process. There
are many obstacles. The Palestinians do not join in.and I believe this
ijs because of the PLO terror. The PLO is not only against Jews in Israel
or in Vienna but it also kills Arabs. The policy which Sharon embarked upon .

these last few weeks might encourage the Palestinians to join. These are

the essentials.

HAIG: I think, Mr. President, that this discussion is very helpful.

Tomorrow we shall meet and flesh out a detailed work plan. What Dr. Burg
has said is very close to our thinking. The level of the participants will
depend on the working level which will come up with a firm agenda and

bench marks.

With regard to the strategic dialogue General Sharon's thinking is
way ahead of ours. This is as it should be. We have not yet given as much
thought on the matter. We are still in the process of rebuilding a rapid

reaction capability in the Middle East and this discussion is still involved
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with budgets and what would be available on prestationing. I wish to emphasize
that we have practical limitations and not philosophical ones with concepts.

We are just now in the process of rebuilding our strength and this is a practical
matter. 1 also wish to emphasize.the sensitivity of the matter because of

the inter-relationship with the peace treaty and we must avoid the perceptién
that the U.S. and Israel are colluding with each other at the expense of Arab
states. We are talking about Soviet intervention and internal disorders in

the region.

@ PRIME MINISTER: Did we not put emphasis on this yesterday?
HAIG: We did. ]

.HEIHBERGER: The planning authority for things of this kind rests with the
joint Chiefs of Staff. They are dealing in detailed military planning.
It occurs to me that thé proper forum should include the juint Chiefs of
Staff. There is great attraction in the Sharon suggestion -- the availability
of added military strength. We would 1ike to work on this in which our joint

Chiefs can meet with people Sharon will delegate.

PRIME MINISTER: An excellent idea. (jocularly) .. if General Sharon

joins your joint Chief for some two weeks, it won't do any harm.
WEINBERGER: I am not in a position to decide.

SHARON: Mr. Prime Minister, will you tell our people at home. - A

PRIME MINISTER: I will take care of that.
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PRESIDENT: I must tell you that after one of your earlier victories in one
of your tragic wars, there was talk in the U.S. of making a deal with you.
You give us some of your General staff and we will give you General Moters

and General Electric. (laughter).

PRIME MINISTER: There should be formed a committee of both sides. Would

you prefer our friends to come here or you come to us.

WEINBERGER: Either way. 1 have not thought it through in that detail.

PRIME MINISTER: I would suggest our colleagues come here.

SHARON: I believe the first phase should be on the ministerial level.
HAIG: T think it would be good. We must be very careful about publicity.

SHARON: We have to find the time. I believe for you it won't be convenient

before the end of October . (jocularly) .. this is within the 50-day period.

WEINBERGER: We have a NATO meeting then. We will discuss it further

tomorrow.

HAIG: General Sharon made a perceptive remark as though maybe we are

regulating timing on this dependent on other timing. Not so. We are talking

~about Joint studies which are different from the past, that are carefully

coordinated at ministerial level. As far as the State Department is

../10
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concerned, Mr. President, we enter into this with good will. And with the
intention to make épecific progress and not just rhetoric as the Prime Minister
said the other day.

EVRON: (jocularly) .. He was quoting somebody -- you, Mr. Secretary.

ALLEN: What would be proper terminology for such a forum -- a Joint Committee

for Cooperation?

HAIG: 1 would not characterize it now. We are launching a process of

strategic relationship.

?ﬁﬂﬂgﬂ; I would 1ike to emphasize again that we have been involved in a
"strategic dialogue" for six years. Our intention is not to continue to

proceed with such an academic dialogue but to start to work (on tangible matters)
immediately -- not to deal ﬁust with the analysis of situations in Africa or
elsewhere but to try to take steps and needed precautions to contain Soviet

. expansionism, which is a mutual interest.

PRESIDENT: Why not? Yes. |
‘1 believe we have used up our time. There will be further meetings |

between the members. I wish to reiterate again that we are allies. We

are partners, it is a two-way street. I know how beneficial this relationship

has been to the United States. It has to be mutual. I look forward to the

further meetings to flesh out what we have dis&hssed. And now I wish to

say one thing that has not yet been said by me. Certain things are said

in the press and I have come to the conclusion one should only read the

I'i]' -
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funnies, the comics. I wish to state that it is our intention to state that
the view expressed sc often before that we shall not negotiate with the
Palestinians. We will never negotiate with them until they recognize the
right of Israel to exist and abandon their present position. Until then,
we shall-never negotiate with the Palestinians.

I hope all of you are as happy as we for these last two days. And I
hope there will be many such ones in the future.

PRIME MINISTER: As head of the Israeli d&]egatiun, I want to express my

gratitude to you for our very serious, friendly and productive discussions.

i believe we have made real progress. Our friendship has been deepened

and our understanding has grown. Even when we differ, we do so in a manner
of listening to each other very attentively. I therefore wish to re-

state the invitation of yesterday. We would like to receive you and

Mrs.Reagan in Jerusalem in a grand reception.

PRESIDENT: After your conversation with Mrs. Reagan last night, you have

rle 20l
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an ally in that.
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September 11, 1981
MEMORANDUM FOR CORRESPONDENTS A .

Minister of Defense Sharon and Secretary of Defense Weinberger met on
September 9 and again on September 11 for over two hours. Their dis-
cussions focused on areas for military and strategic cooperation between
two nations whose alliance and friendship is long and deep. In the
course of their conversations, it was concluded that joint Department of
Defense and Ministry of Defense groups should meet to discuss strategic
problems of common concern and to present recommendations for spheres of

cooperation to help deter Soviet aggression against the whole Mid-East
region. :

Minister of Defense Ariel Sharon and Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger
agreed to meet again in the near future to review the recommendations of
their joint groups and to decide on a mode of implementation.
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4 September 11, 1981
MEMORANDUM FOR CORRESPONDENTS

Minister of Defense Sharon and Secretary of Defense Weinberger met on
September 9 and again on September 11 for over two hours. Their dis-
cussions focused on areas for military and strategic cooperation between
two nations whose alliance and friendship is long and deep. In the
course of their conversations, it was concluded that joint Department of
Defense and Ministry of Defense groups should meet to discuss strategic
problems of common concern and to present recommendations for spheres of

cooperation to help deter Soviet aggression against the whole Mid-Fast
region. :

Minister of Defense Ariel Sharon and Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger
agreed to meet again in the near future to review the recommendations of
their joint groups and to decide on a mode of implementation.

=END-
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MR, MONROE: Our guest today on MEET THE PRESS is Prime

Minister Menachem Begin of Israel. Mr. Begin held his first talks

with President Reagan a few days &jo in Washington. Today he is in

e s T S

New York, f£rom which city this program is oriqinatiﬁg.
Mr. Prime Minister, you and President Reagan are lobbying
against each other in the U. S. Congress over the proposed sale of

U. S. radar planes to Saudi Arabia. Yestercay, Secretary Haig told

Prince Fahd of Saudi Arabia that he experts the Administration to win .
that battle, but your people also know how tO count votes in the U, 5.
Congress. What do you expect?

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: I must say, Mr. Monroe, that we are not
lobbying against each other, President Reagin and myself. I am not
here for lobbying in the United States at all. To the contrary, my
colleagues and I presented our case to the President and his adviscrs

in the Cabinet Room. We brought maps, data, and what we wanted to

prove, I hope we did prove, namely, that this double-deal with Saudi 9
Arabia is not only a question of the AWACS planes, also of offensive

gystems to be supplied to the F-15, that that double-deal is a grave

-,+~dapge::to~15rael'a1sacurity,.and-we-said.an.ppenly,;ﬂ o s A L o

and then we were invited by the two Foreign Affairs Comuittcas
of both Houses of Congress. We did not invite ourselves. Ycu may
ask Senator Percy and Congressman Zablocki; they invited us. of
course, we came. The question of that deal with Saudi Arabia came up,
and we again, as I in advance told the President, answered the gues-
tion, trying to prove that this is a very serious danger to Israel's

national sacurity.



Now it's a problem to be decided upon as a result of the law

of the United States by both Ho ses of Cc.; ress.

"""Hhr-‘-”“l- -r'\ —'— e

MR. MONROE: Mr. Pr1m¢ Hiniatar, you and your paapla are

known, or your people in Washington are known to keep a close eye on
how Senators are leaning in this Soto Beyt?gituatinn. Do you agree
with Secretary Haig that the Administration is likely to win the
.mcs battle?

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: Well, if they are in Weshington, how
are they my people? My people lives in Jerusalam. But if there are
people with a certain opinion about that arms deal with Saudi Arabia
and they are citizene of America, they express their opinion.

As far as the declaration made by Secretary Haig, I read it
in the New York Timss today. The Secretary is convinced that there
will pe a majority probably in the Senate in favor of the deal, so we
.all see when the vote is taken. That is all I can say, but I do
know that there is quite a discussion going on. I as a citiren of
Israel do not participate in the discussion between the two branches
nf tha hmerican Gnvernment, but if I am askad, I exprans my cpininn

% wlth Full caﬁéﬁr and without fear or favar. Yes, I say g0 bhere as
well, it is a danger to Israel's national security.

MR, MONROE: Thank you, Mr, Prime Minister.

Our reporters on MEET THE PRESS today are Tom Brokaw of NBC
News, Joseph Kraft of The Los Angeles Times Syndicate, and Marvin
Kalb of NBC News, regular member of the MEET THE PRESS pa.nﬂl.

We'll be back with our questions shortly.

(Announcements., )
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MR, MONROE: We'll continue the queztions for Prime Minister
Begin with Tom Brokaw.

MR. BROKAW: Mr. Prime Minister, continuing on this question
of the sale of radar or AWACS planes to Saudi Arabia from this
country, if the sale does go through, how will it specifically affect

your Arritede toward this pov g*;_;;t;-;liri ralationship between Israel

and the United Staten?

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: It won't affect at all, either way, 80
I believe, I real a certain statement by an unnamed official of the
State Department to the effect that if that deal doesn't go through,
Lhen Lhere won't be any strategic ¢ceperatiocu. I beliave that that
official didn't know exactly what he's talking about.

Anyhow, I can tell you, I heard the Fresident. The President
was very warm to us and gave us the fairest hearing possible on that
igssue as well, I heard the Secretary of Sﬁnte. the Secretary of
nefense. I never heard even an Allusion chout snch a possibility,
and I don't think that they would ha2 bidden such a possibility from
the Israeli Delegation.

hnd a8, far as your queatinn iz cnncarqed, well, I repeat, it

-..-.".' e ! ". .1 » CLa B

is a &anger to Israel s ﬂecurxty, bJ. *he surntaqic cnnperatiun
between the United States and Israsl is of the highest importance to
both countries and to the free world, and I believe it will go on.
It should go on.

MR. BROKAW: Let ma ask you specifically about that strategic
relationship, because there has not been a lot of detail available to

all of us about the nature of it, Will it include, for instance, the

B "
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stockpiling of United States military weapons in Israel, facilities 4
available to American troops for staging operations in the Persian
fulf?
PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: Yes, Mr, Brokaw, it ma_uy. It is one of
the items. But that will be clarified again in October and November.
our Defense Ministers already met and they laid out the first plan
.;w to go ahead with it, with that strategic cooperation between our
two countries, but then our Defense Minister will be back here in
November, and there is a possibility that then the memorandum of
) understanding will b2 signed with all the dgtailﬁ, what the items
are which will be included in that cooperation. You mentioned stock-
piling; it is one of them,
MR, BROKAW: And will the Israelis control that stockpile, or
will that stockpile be controlled by American military forces?
PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: Well, I suppose it will be under
American ownership, but we will control it with the acceptance of
the United States Government. Anyhow, this is one of the details
which should be worked out between the specialists,
2.2 ~~Hh;ﬁHDHﬁhE:-uerfkfn££?:5=;?-. A EIY 4T e O e i
MR, KRAFT: Mr. Prime Minister, just to correct a little slip
of the tongue, I think you said it was an unnamed high official of the
State Department, It was really the Defense Department, wasn't --
PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: So I read.
MR. ERAFT: The Defense Department, wasn't it?
PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: Oh, Defense Depﬂ-rt.mant.

MR. KRAFT: Do you know who it was?
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PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: Accepted. I don't know the gentleman. 4(
MR, KRAFT: You don't know the name of who it was?
PRIME MINISTEP BEGIN: N~t at all, mo. In the press --
MR. KRAFT: Although oU Navs very, very good sources —=-
PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: == it was completely anonymous.
MR, KRAFT: And you don't know who it was?

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: No, I don't.

MR. KRAFT: I see. You have recentlr been saying with great

emphasis that a relat:ionship between the United States and Israel are
the relationship of allies. What are the obligations upon Israel
as a good ally of the United States in your view?

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: You ask me abcut our obligations as an
ally?

MR. KRAFT: \our obligations as an ally of the United States,

yes.

PRIME MINISTRR BEGIN: Well, an alliance works both ways. As

the President said-- I suppose wa accepted the statement with great
gratification -- it is a two-way traffic. We help each other. And
I can tell you, Mr. Kraft, thnt we are very grateful for all the
uss;st&nce we got frnm the United Etates gt P i RS fﬂ'":'jb
MR. KRAFT: But how do you help the United States, Mr. Prime
Minister?
PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: -— but we contributed to the national
sacurity of the United States, and we are continuing to contribute.

MR. KRAPT: But does that contribution include certain behavior

in Southern Lebanon and the West Bank of the Jordan River?
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PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: I don't think that a nation's behavior lf §
or a man's behavior is included in an alliance. Everybody behaves in
accordance with his customs, may I say. But if you mentioned
southern Lebanon == didn't you?
MR. ERAPT: That's right.
PRIME MINISTER DEGIN: That's a verv entangled problem. You
should know what is going on there. There is the so-called P.L.O.
with Sovint-supplied weapons -- for instance, the infamous Ratvasha
missiles, 21.6 kilometers of range, 40 launchers, and 40 migsilas
coming out at the very sama time, a deadly weapon; latecly a 130
millimeter qun, one of the best quns in the soviet arsenal; tanks,
guns, et cotera. And then is the Syrian Occupation Army. It's a
very entangled situation. We are all the time in diract consultation
with the Sacretary of State.

After Philip NHabib's brilliant move -~ and he achieved, with

.ur help, a cessation of hostilities -~ therae are still breaches of

-

that cessation by the so-called P.L.0., mainly into the Hadad area,

and we deal with this problem as allies.

you contemplating come military maﬁau?

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: I beg your pardon?

MR, KRAFT: Are vou contemplating military movas? You've
indicated =-

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: Yes, well, you know, wa would like that
cessation of hostilities to go on indefinitely, but the questicn is

whether it will hold on cn the other side. Yoesterday, for instance,

o

“een ;. .MR. KRAFT: = What are you going to be doing about that? Are . . i
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a bomb was thiown in the ¢ld city of Jerusalem. Twenty-seven 4;"
Italian pilgrims wounded, three people killed, and it's an outrage,
and may I say I was very sad to read today in a world-renowned
newspaper on the 13th page, a small item about that event. And how
can the American people and the American public opinion know exactly
what's going on in our part of the world if such a bloody event, 30

casualties, innocent people, pllgrims from Italy, are being attacked .

by a hand grenade with the intent to kill all of them. Only by a
miracles, they were wounded, some of them, by the way, very severely.

So the question is, how long this can go on? It cannct ==
that cannot go on indefinitely.

MR, MONROE: Mr. Kalb?

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: But we will heave to think about this
problem, It's a sericus prublem.

MR, KALB: Mr, Trime Hinister, it's ro secret at a2ll that

Israel faces a number of extremely difficult decisions in the months
and years ahead, 1In light of that, would you consider the possibility
of helping to establish what has been called a wall=-to-wall govern=-
ment in“the past, oné 'in'which you yourself participated in? - i
| PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: Mr. Kalb, that is a very internal
question, and that I should be asked about the form of government
which should exist in Israel thousands of miles away from Jerusalem
is a unique event, but I promise you I'll give you a complete answer
to your quaestion,
MR. KALB: Give me a unigue answer,

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: Yes, I will give you a complete answer

A . T i w2
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to that question, 43

I am for it, what you call a wall-to-wall, or we call it a

Cabinet of National Unity. I war a member of such a cabinet, which

T W e W A N w TR o e wm e e

was formed at a time -- on the eve of the Six-Day War, may I say
without boasting, with some initiative taken by myiel! and by other
members of Parliament,

Now, I do want it, but when some other member of the Knesset

.aftar the election, or may I say after our re-election, suggested it

to my friend and opponent, my colleague, Mr. Peres, he called in a
meeting -~ Institution ~- of the Ma'arach Farty, of the Socialist
Party, and they unanimously decided to reject it, if should a

proposal should be made. So if I should hear a refusal, I wouldn't
court it. If the Ma'arach is agreeable, then we should sit around
the table and negotiate the possibility.

MR. KALD: Do I understand that you, yourself, in principle

.ould favor such an action?

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: Yes, sir.
MR. KALB: Would you, at this particular point, offer that

* r - A g - i MR L S (e A R 1T DT T o A awe 8
B ol oty e o et i Da s - P )

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: No, sir.

MR. KALB: == to the Labor alignment?

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: WNo, sir.

MR. KALB: Because they =--

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: Because for the 'time being, therec is a
situation in which that proposal was made and "already reajected, and

even unanimously. If I hear from Mr. Peres that he's prepared to
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negotiate it, then with pleanure I will send out an invitation tc him Z;S

and start to trv the neqotiatiuns.

e o r———— e A A A e A= % -
B e N L I

MR. KALB: It is not because you are now the Prina Minister

that it's a little more difficult perhaps for you to offer this than
it was when you were in the opposition?

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: Well, I was 2z Minister with our port-

folio in a cabinet led by the late Mr. Eshizol (phonetic), and the
late Mrs, Meir, of tlessed memory, and mcy Mx. Peres live for a long
life, and I served, so what's the problem about who is the Prime
Minister? I became Prime Minister because X was damncraticallf
elected, and we got the mandate as the firsc party to form a govern-
ment. I was the fiist candidate, so I formed a government. Maybe
some are surprised, sc I apologize to them,

MR, MONROE: Mr. Prime Minister, the argument is made that if

the West Bank does rot belong to Israel, Israel should get out, but

if it does belong to Israel, Israel will eventually have to let the

one million Arabs there vote in Israeli elections. Is this a dilemmz

lthat neeﬂs to he fauud and, if so, hnw is 1t reanlvud? ; i y .
PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: No, 1545 ne di Lok o8 all. By vight,’

of course, there we were born &3 a nation. In Judea and Samaria,

there were our kings and our prophets. But we signed the Camp David

Agreement, and there it is written that for five years there will be

a trangitional éarind. Qur Arab neighbors in Judea', Samaria and the

Gaza Strip will enjoy full autonomy. We want the Camp David Agreement-

also in that part, in its first part, chronologically, to come .into

operation, and therefore. I suggested to President Sadat in Alexandria.



two weeks agr ithat we should renew the autonomy negotiations. After 4(
five years of that transitional period, everybody will have the right
to put out his claim, We, of course, have such a right, and we may
claim it, but, first of all, let us put into operation the Caﬁp David
Agreement. That means full autonomy for the Arab inhabitants in
Judea, Samaria and the Gaza district, and a transitional period for
five years, which starts after the self-governing authority or, as it
.in written, the hdm.inistrati\;a Council, is established and
inaugurated,
“R. MONROE: 1Is eventual sovereignty over thé West Bank a
matter to be decided after the five-year period?
PRIME MINISTER BEGIH: It will start even after three years,
after the establishment anﬁ the inauguration of the self-goverming
authority or Administrative Council, as it is written in the Camp
David Agreement, but then Jordan should join the negotiations in
| .:)rdar indeed to decided what is the ultimata status of what you call
the West Bank, mistakenly -- I am sorry that I have to say so -
because it is Judea and Samaria. The West Bank is the whole territory
betwoey the Jordan River and, the Medlcerraneans ...
MR. HﬂﬂRﬁE: Mr. Brokaw?

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: And that ig a small piece of the land

which was at a time conguered by the Jordanian invaders and aggressors
in 1948,

MR. BROKA'?: Mr,. Prime Minister, Egyptian President Sadat
appears to be in some considerable political trouble at home, or

potentially is, in part, according to some analysts, becausec he has
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not been able to deliver on all of the Camp David Agreement, Z;Sr-
especially on the part about Palestinian actonomy. If you were to
lose President Sadst of Egypt as a negotiator for Israel, would you
consider that an irreversible blow to the changes for peace in the
Middle East?

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: Mr, Brokaw, first of all, I would like
to ask why should I lose him? I was in Alaxandria only two weeks

ago. We talked for three hﬂﬁrs, only the two of us, and we became

even closer than we were, and I think we bxnught our two countries
much closer than they u&xﬁ_with normalization.
This week thare will be a very large Egyptian delegaticn on
normalization which waa stalled for nearly ~- and then we decided ¢o
renew the autonomy negotiations next week om the 23rd and 24th of
September, and we hope for an agreement.
We participated, botl: of us, in a press conference. We were
asked whether the both of us hope to reach usuch an agreement by the .
end of the year, Both lresident Sadat and I said, yes, we shall do
our best to rcach an agreement by that date. I hope we shall do.
Why nhnulﬂ I lcae him as a partnar ta our neqotxutluns? _ ’
p h i u > B o fely AP ¥ R ST PG oo S
His 1L1b1ems may ha dlfflcult. H; undertook very harsh
measures, only administratively. Everybody of us knows such measures
are impossible or even unthinkable, either in the United States or in
Israel, by our very Constitution. But I would like to say I have
understanding for his problems, because that so-called Iglamic funda-
* mentalism that stems from Iran is overflowing into Islamic and Arab

countries. It is a case which -- it is also the case with Egypt, and
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they are alsc enemies of peace, 80 he undertook those measures, and 4{
I would suggest thot we put trust into I'resident Sadat. He wants
peace, and so do I. |
MR. BROKAW: When you and President Sadat begin to discuss the
vart about Palestinian autonomy and a role for the Palestinians at
the end of this month, how do you see the United States' role in those
.ﬁiacuasinns and in a final agreement of gome kind between the two of
you? | |
PRIME MINISTTR BEGIN: This is also written in the Camp David |

Agreement, but, gentlemen, I would suggest from time to time we

ghould refresh our memory and read the document. So we invited the
United States, Egypt and IIﬁraal, to participate, to be a full
participant in the talks, and I asked the Secretary whether he
already appointed a delegation. He said yes, there will be the two
embassadors, Mr. Atherton, who serves and represents your country in

.Eg?pt, and Mr. Sam Lewis, who represents your country in Israel, and

also representatives of the State Department. They will join the
two delegations in Cairo on the 23rd, 24th of September.

LesomecMqow, nobody 'can be'sure that an ‘agreemént will'beé reached ¢ 7T

about a date. What I told my friend, Mr, Sadat, President Sadat, was

— and he understood it -- we have difference of opinion. Thay are

no secret whatsoever. But if we do not negotiate, we will never

reach an agreement. If we do negotiate, we may or may not reach an

agreement, but that is the chance, so let us take the chance.

MR, MONROE: Mr., Kraft?

MR, KRAFT: Mr, Prime Minister, we've talked about Southern
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Lebanon, and I'm going to go back to it again. The pPresent crisis in 4(
Southern Lebancn had, as one of its beginning points, the stationing
of Syrian surface-to-air missiles there in the Becca Valley
in Lebanon. Those missiles are still there. Have you ﬁny prﬁspact'
of getting them out, or are you resigned to their ‘staying there?
PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: VYes, regrettably, M?. Kraft, they are

still there, and they shouldn't have been in the first place and

gshouldn't be already long agv:;. Qur dear friend, Mr. Philip Habib, .
cau: into cur region with the explicit task, first of all, to resave

those missiles bacause “he President, the President of the United

States, Mr. Reagan, wrote to me a personal letter gaying that the

status quo ante in iebanon must be restored, and Mr. Philip Habib, at

his own initiative, interp;mted to me what is the status quo ante.

The first point was removal of the missiles. So we gave him credit,

go ahead. We could have destroyed those missiles in two hours, and

believe ma, it's not bcasting, but we did not do that, because there .
came a man of peace who said, "I will try by peaceful means to remove
thaus, and thac is my mission." Since then, meverazl months passead,
indeed, but he all the time agks for some more time.
| H‘.ﬂ. XWAFT: Is he coming back ==

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: We don't deny it to him,

MR. KRAFT: 1Is he coming back into the area?

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: I hope so. He didn't tell me that he's
coming back scon, 2nd I wrote a letter to the Secretary of State before
I came here and I asked, "Where is Philip Habib?" I knew where he is,

but he is not in the Middle East, and he should be here and continuing
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with the efforts to remove the missiles. Anyhow, I hope he will be l{(

goon in the region.

MR. KRAFT: You referr~d to the ~casc-fire that you have in

= - -
T IR I T

the area. What in your =—=—

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: Cessation of hostilities, not cease-
fire.

MR. KRAFT: Cessation of hostilities.

i PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: Difference 's right.

MR, KRAFT: What, in your view, is the role of the P.L.O., the
Palastinian Liberation Army organization --

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: None whatscaver. We did not conduct
any negotiations with the P.L.O. We shall never do go. They ara
bent on the destruvtion ==

MR. KRAFT: Who is the agreement with, then?

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: If you allow me to finish my sentence,

.firat. They are bent on the destruction of Israel, and where is the
nation which would conduct negotiations with an organization which
says, "You should disappear from the map"? Where is the nation? Ip<
Israel is no such nation at all. But we negotiated the cessation of
hosti1i€ios vith Me, Philip Habil, tBé representative of the Unitsd
States. One day -ha cama and said there may be such cessation of
hostilities and we =~ there is no signatures. We wrote in a certain
memorandum of understanding, and so it came into operation. Mr.
Habib, on his side, promised us that he will not have any contact
whatsoever with the so-called P.L.O., and I-hg].i.am him that he

didn't.
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MR, MONROE: We have less than two minutes. Mr, Kalb?

MR, XALB: Mr, Prime Minister, I'd like to get back to the

T W B T A e Ta e S - - —

implication of one of Tom Brokaw’'s questions about President Sadat.

Do you believe ﬁhat the Camp Daviﬁ Agreements can-nurvive any possible
problem that may be for President Sadat?

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: Well, why should we speak abovt tha
disappearance of President Sadat? He's the President. I think he has
got the support of the overwhelming majority of his people.

MR, KALB: The point is, sir, d¢o vou have an agreement with
a man or a country?

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: I don't thini: that an internaticnal
aqreement, in any case, depends on anybody. We used to say to cach
other always, "We :re mortals. Our nations are eternal.” I can also
disappear. I was re-elected two months ago, so I serve, but anything
may happen to anybedy, so won't the international agreement, the Camp
navid Agreement, survive me? Of course, it will.

No, I don't think that this is a problem of the Camp vnvid
Agreement. Both countries signed a peace treaty. They consuumated
complata;y that-pantﬂ?f the Camp:navid Agreement, completely and..
faithfully. Now, more than ﬁver, normalization will como into opera-
tion, and there is another thorny problem, admittedly, which we have
to negotiate and find a solution for. 5o it is binding on both
parties. Actually, on three parties, because the United States is a
witness.

MR, KALB: 1I'd like to ask you if you believe that you and

President Reagan have a common understanding about Palestinian
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autonomy? Z?

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: Well, we didn't yet sit together with
representatives of the new American Admir istration around the tabls.
During my visit to Washingtom, the o probland weére Lot raised at all,
We didn't go into the details. We have deep understanding amongst
ourseives, first of all, about the so-called P,L.0. I can here say
the President gave me a full assurance, and I rely on it completely,

.it:hnut any qualification, that the United States will fulfill its
commitment to Israal about not having any concacts with that terror-
ist organization —

MR, MONROE: I'm sorxy, I must -

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: -- unless and until they fulfill the
famous two conditions.

MR. MONROE: I'm sorry, Mr. Prime Minister. Our time is up.

Thank you very much for being with us today on MEET THE PRESS.

. I'll be back in = minute with 2 wor? about next veck's -uest.
(Announcaments.)
MR, MONROE: Next Sunday on MEET THE PRESS, our guest will be

Thomas Sowell, influential mn-arvntiva amnomist and a mm.’:nr uf

L S L - "' .

the President s A.dv.i.nn:y 'a-uard.
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P

} sy At

"M% pran vavp

?/ Pl1?=17) = qwpn npYynn
o'at Y s ! 41 mva on @ YR
SRR AND .
: ey i1y
$T*T1 TIKN :
1/25 1 }r«:::ﬁ Py Y%3 ,nyawny « RRD
r :‘P IJ}: .T-'I'J "ip

i e e

*CAS -3 51Dk p'an JrxA. o pn&n 1%n%

SAWYER/BEGIN INTERVIEW

'"‘H'av. September 14. 1981

was one of many matters that Prime Minister

Menachem Begin discussed with fresident Reagan last week.

Prime Minister
Beain is in New ‘“ork this mornina. at his hotel a few blocks from us. and
he'll be talking about some of those matters now with Diane Sawver. Good
mornina. Diane. ?

SAWYERI" Good morning. Charles. and aood morni=a. Mr. Prime Minister.

BEGIN: 7" Good mornina. dear. .
SAWYERT " If we could

start with the Awacs. former Defense Minister Cavan is
quoted savina this

mornina this. that if Israzl suspects that those Awacse are

iustifications and the necessity,
really, for Israel to take the elanes out. Is that a eolicy vou aaree with?
heard him a few davs ago about our

dagmisions uhes to have strateaic cooserction between the United St2tes and
I‘liel. And then T said on radio Israel tha*® Mr. Davan just doesn't kiow the

facts. About Awacs. I didn't hear him tcdav at all. What I can say is that
we didn't chanae our minde. and vesterdav. uhe while many of American citizens
watched +the eoroaram. I said without fear of favor.,

it is my duty to tell vou
that it is a serious dander to Israel's national security.

SAWYER:  But if vou suspect those planes are gaatherina secrets about Israel.
will vou order that they be taken out?

BEGIN: -~ Well. I don't want +to anticinate now that the Awacs will be there.
There is still goina on a discussion. Uhy I am not takina part in a
discussion between two branches of the American aovernment. But. uh. We wera
in the Senate. We presented our case to the President himself. Uhe I oprefer
not to g0 now into details after a possibility. when the Awacs are in the

hands of the Saudi Arabians. I still hose that it won't be the case.

SAWYER: What assurances have you been aiven that, if it
Awacs will not

secrets on Israel?

is the case. those
be deplovyed in the northarn reqion. where thev could sathsr

- J
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- BEGIN: No. I can't rely, as a Prime Minister. responsible for the security of

Israels on such pledaes which may not be even aiven. Perhaps the Saudis will
M se to give such a auarantee. They will say, We bouaht the Awacs. They
bgnq to us. This is our territory. There is sovereiantvy. We can fly over
our territory whenever we want to. And surely that. that is not any fuarantee
+50 us that mavbe one day thevy will aive such a auarantee and another davy thevy
. will break it and not keee to it. Mo. that wouldn't aive us

any reassurance
whatsoever.

SAWYER: 1 1 could move on to the U.S.-Israel aareement from these meatinas.

the asreement for enhanced security cooperation. is it vour understandine thasx

4+his is soley Ffor use.s the eprepositionina of American military eocuioment.

tanks. and planes. is soley for use against’' the Sovietss or is it vour
| understandina that these aareements would 2lso provide added U.5. supsort in
| the event that Israel is under attack from other Arab countries.
|

|~ BECIN: No« we made a clear distinction.

far as defense of Israel is concerned. we will defend ourselves. We will not
ask Amaricans. or any octher nation., to send their soldiers tc defend our

to risk their life. or to waae our battles. This is our duty. our dobe. it's

or responsibilitvy. And therefore, what we sugaested was that: eon anoéther

e« the auestion of Saviet expansionism into the Middle East and its

pErirhervy. which became more danaerous than ever since the end of +he Secend

* World War. Eiaht countries have already been taken over by Soviet

+ totalitarianism. And anvthina that hacepened in the Middle East. anv time, ' anv

wavs we should have this strateqic cooperation. because we have a community of

interests to prevent it or to stop it. And therefore. this distinction must

I said so to the President. Uhs as

g0ils

“be “aobserved: no: the strateaic cooperation is not for the defense of Israel.
which 1is 1Israel's responsibilitvy. Strateqic cooperation is based on a

community of interests between the United States and Israel.

- BAWYERT * Some peonle were callina this
policys vis—-a-vis Israel. Do vou see it ag
United States overcame whatever
alienated Arab countries.

a maior change in American foreian
a major development. that the

apprehensions it miaht have had about
and aareed to these measures?

BEGIN: " Wells my dear. I cannot speak on behalf of the American aqovernment.
but I can savy that it is a very sarious event. in positive terms. I suopose
many aof oredecessors would have wished +to0 have this strategic coorperation.

But orobably time was not right ten or fifteen vears waqo. perhapss there was
some unwillinaness on the side of the United States agovernment...dhis time i+
is better understond. and it was received well. and it is an understanding
betweedn the two parties.

| ' ' 5
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SAWYER: “A lot of Peonle are savina that aeparently the meetinas between vou
and President Reaaan didn't really accomelish wvery much -for Palestinian
autonomy. that the subiect aesparently Was discussed only in aeneralities.

t vositive was accomelished - at these meetings for the course of Palestinian

'BEGIN: - Uh., ves. in the cabinet room. when +the President particicatad, that
auestian.. uh. was not discussed in detail., 14 wWas mentioned., of course. but
then we had a seecial meeting at the Blair House with. uh Secretary naf State
Haia. and his advisors, and we discussed this eroblem for two hours.

- "SAWYER: - And what--

BEGIN: - 88 1 think we accomelished a very serious thing, and when we, before
we came to the United States I met President "Sadat in Alexandria, and we
aareed to renew the neaotiations about the zutonomy. neaotiations which Were
stalled for fourteen months. And now thay will start aqain, and durina this
week:s on the 23rd and 24th of September, In other words. this js the real
chanse. and American deleadation will take part. hocefully, as both President

Sadat and I said in Alexandria, we would like to see an Aareement at the end
of this vear.

ER: But did the United States seek anvthina at all
ect to Palestinian autonomy? For instance. was the subiject ot Israeli
settlements in the West Bank raised? Do vou have any sense at all +hat
additional settlenents would affect the U.S. attitude?

from Israel with
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‘~ BEGINz—The subiect was brouaht up. Evervbody expressed his osinion. We also

said what we believe in from the point of view of our right to live in the
1 in any part of Israel. There cannot be discrimination aaainst Jews. as
f as the land of Israel is concerned. In comparison with another nation.
 "Uhe evervbady can live there. and we can live theres of course. And +then +the

matter of our natiomal security. a decision that. uh. an intearal part of our
national security. &So the auestion was raised. and also discussed. and then
perhass it will also ke taken up durina the talks about autonomy when we are
start asain (sic). But it was not a bone of contention. if I mavy sav.

“~SAWYER: ~If I could aske Mr. Prime Ministers I know vou'wve seen the magazine

poll +that shows that a larae number of American Jews think that President
Sadat has done more for peace in the Middle East than vyou have. Why do think

thia L7

BEGINZ - My dear friend. first of all., I saw the poll, and I saw also thes uh.
the first paaes with my face surrounded by rifles. I would suaaest that the
Mewsweek aets a Pulitzer prizes because they achieved a record =- they made my
face even ualier than the oriaginal. That is an absolutely fantastic
" achievement. But pollss opinion polls? My friend. in Israels in January or
_February. and in March. 1281. all the opinicn polls gavae our party 20 seats.
and my opponents G656 seats. And ultimately. as vou knows we came out first.
and they write in the Newsweek. it was a random poll. en the ephone. 500

le  were interviewed. Mavbe E500 other people would have said different
thinas. Uhe. that is not scientific. It doesn't have anvy influence whatsoever
on the realitvy. But by the by. there are different results. There is support
for Israel areater than ever for the lasi five vears. I'm the Prime Minister

- fapr the last four and a half vears. In other wordss durina my tenure of
 office the support for Israel in America aqrew.

Mr. Prime Minister+. thank vyou so much for being with us this mornina.

BEGIN:Z Charles?

rs
KURALT: - Thank vou. Diane. Thank vous Mr. Beain. And we'll

qo0 on with the
news in @ couple of minutes.
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