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LABOUR FRIENDS OF ISRAEL

Vice-President:

Lord Segal of Wytham, M.A. (Oxon) M.RCS,, LRCP.
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Herbert Butler, M.P.
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Raphael Tuck, M.P.
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.1st March, 1968.

o s,

Mr. Y. Anug,

Embassy of Israel,

2, Palace Green, i
London, W.8.

- g P —

Dear lir. Anug, §

I have sent you over the last few weeks
several batches of press reports of the acti-
vities of the Study Mission which arrived back
on January the 14th. You are also aware of the
numerous meetings that have taken place through-
out the country, and at the moment many more are |
planned for the next month or two. My impressions
are as followsi-

| — e ———— =

rians are today litera besieged by many coun-
tries to pay them & Vi . dust at random, Yyou .
will probably know that Henig was in the GE.TI“E}_R'
recently, Raymond Fletcher was imCeylon, the %-
visits to Eastern Europe are numerous, and in the |
croup that went out on the 4th of January, a '
quick survey shows that all the Parliamentarians
had at least two visits to such places as Africa,
America, India, Poland, East Germany, Singapore,
and so onj this of course they get completely
free of charge, and the fact that,
(a) We gather together a group who are interested
enough and willing to pay their own fare in the
present set-up is, in my view, an achievement,
when one knows the invitations that are always
being extended. I am not sure that all the
people in Israel fully understand this position,
but I know that you do. (b) In my view this group
was superior to the first one for the following
.reasonst
(1) It was very representative of the Labour
movement - well-known officials, representatives
of the Right-Wing of the Party, and people on the
Left-Wing of the Party, plus the average Labour
oliticians made it a balanced group.
EE) The fact that this time we had more Jewish
Labour people in the group, was an advantage.
After &1l the official business is done, and
after all the official meetings and lunches are
over, people do stay in the hotel until the early
hours of the morning, discussing what went on,
and I found that the presence of some of us was
essential to guide the discussion along the right
1ines and give the right answers to the questions.

It must be borne iﬁ%mind that Parliamenta-
a



(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

This group, I am sure will be much more useful Propaganda=-
wigse than the first g€roup, and they did a good job. Al1
of the membera of the group have many meetings arranged
until July and August.

On this occocasien I took the opportunity of arranging
groups outside the official Visit, to make contact with
Israelis. One group visited Prof. Russell at Hadassa;
another group stayed until the early hours of the morning
at the home of Sadie ang Yaacov Morris in Jerusalem; and
another group met lirs. Effrat of Haifa - she originally
came from Lee ds in England. I found that this personal
contact, discussing the Problems of Israel, etc. had a
terrific effect on the members of the group. They felt

. that they were meeting @ man in the street,

I feel that in wimw future, the programme ang itinerary
should be in our hands at least a fortnight before the
group is due to leave. On this occasion we dig not know
Precise details until we got there, and this must be
corrected.

In the afAfiitial itinerary Haifa was omitted, and was only
included at my request; in fact, Haifa made a very great
impression on the group and should be included in all
visits; Ashdod too made a great impression, and I really
cannot think of anything that should be left out of a
future trip. I woulg suggest, however, that a visit to
Kibbutz Amiad and Kfar Hanassi and Beer Sheba should be
included. The visits to the Tel Aviv Labour Council] and
the Afro-Asian Institute were impressive, and of course
the very fine lectures by Mr. Becker, Mr. Haring, Mr.
Meshels, Mr. Yadlin, Abba Eban, Golda Meir, Mr. Bentov,
and all the others, made a deep impression. When I See
you next, we can discuss the matter in more depth.

With kindest regards,

Yours fraternally,

idney Goldberg
General Secretary,
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Spanning
the gap

IN CTIE HOT saueer of Jerichio
wiere hrangs warin to swes)s
ness helow the level of ihe
sea, The stenpusts point o the
Allenby Bridee, The vewd T
the  hridae  bas  been o
throudh o weenscape ol arin
rucka, pali, Dald aml dead das
Faol's wile, Thoe eeiging] bridge,
whieh the werll saw st June
w {he pletures  of  refugees
lamhering acrose i1, Hes like
4 hroken-backed hird, s struts
hair in. half oot of (e Jordan
River, Alonesile a comjptent
Bailey bridue bas been bafll
and 1t lakes 6nly aboul 20
slops 1o cruss s planks.
hers i not  much
mnre than o oy strewm, andd
onte would mesl to he more
sensitive o history than polien
b= 16 Tt o cateh any
tovely i Cho, O oone shilg it
speil. 1o ke e birthday or @
Foumg barned sobdier, Te stands
N h‘m bpiilee  In Jeopord
vatmonfce  damform . and &
irietnd mipkes hime lwnld g Fosy
for The plodouraph. " RKeep
haek,” ey =iy, aml the hoart
stitks lest the pass b gat i
arder; The nian in Jerwho aho
wits to slamg 1 eould ool be
fotatd, for e beol  sceningis
vone early fue oDLiabat, But e
delay was anly {or 1he photo-
graph. In o lent under @otree
a mrl colller is 1yping, Ooo
nulives  the cmnéera and  the
vpewriter  hefore  the  Zuts
Sumeliow these lean youngz men
VITTY  eUll=s 8 l:asuﬂl-f:i i
© sehrond g s’ sateiels, * Go now,”
thes sav, g8 e photograph is
finishead,
The roml | vt dordan omxd of
the Ll i Amman I not
wrdike 1l roadl Trom Jdecicho
—i  harsh. =parde plesting ol
Willneks and  rovks smd  ulier
bBarene=2, MNa bird =wnz anid o
hrave hizde ol griss thme!
upwards, Dut on the Jericho
side  one  auw the  almost
de=erted  refugen canips —
stabte setltements with water
und elediricity—ond acruess e
river the new teoted towns ol
peaple o whom the trickle ol
the Jordan meant some basie

difference of sufety. Recen?
sinrms had torn the lenis—
expecially the American

presents, Uhe sort ol Minai
beach oforts with zi%f;mi*nﬂrl
evliophane windows, The truth
is that unlovely, khaki bell

lenls are thie hesl answor.

W

u

-

Saddest and gladdest

HAT I8 THE saddest, and
what the  gladdest sight In
dordan®  The saddesy s the

whoslly lnes of 2,000 frasme
hoteges—hunes fos about 10,008
people—sitting  iike  sheletons
upon the aided conerew. Thee
blea was that the rolugces
sl [ in the skeletons with
conerete blocks and  therehy
mishes 5 Uttle bhomie, instide Ui
wimd, The Unfted Xations man,
old in thesg lorment=, s dissp
potnted, My Arab Triend auls
thit the people will not accop!
e Fraines becanuse they Love
o osmeil pware permanest Than
that of tents, * Onve the Traniu
i on the concrete, thora Is
woveptanes ™ No the blank-
evied people sertch for rocks
to put on the hem of theic
tents ane  tha  women  look
defeated gl the holes the wind
has torn,  Pulities i all and
the frames of mascent comifort
must bo left to blow in the

wada,

And e gladdest 7 Perbups the

hovs wha aro walking seven
Kiiometres duch way, each day,
e go b secondary school, In
the  camps  the
classes carry on, and this s
perhaps  the most important
wark that the UN is dolng. |
tked In & tenl to 40 nolss
and, thank posdness, obstreper-
gus litile Govs, The arrange
ment Is that the UN provides
clemendary  education in the
camps and then subsidises the
protitiging children to 2o o the
nenrest secondary schoal.

arold Wilson has muich on his

mind as he meets Mr Hshkol
tdkay  One must grasp gl oo
fow faets, There can be no
gaing back to the mulusl irre
tegtismt — (o the series  of
Wit jowed ariiialioes, af

Mockudes, and of hurdships, -

There j all the raom in the
wurlid for evorybodvy in the
Middle East.  Somehow  the
peeychologlon] assault has to be
miade on the Arabs which will
ensure  their  acceptance  of |
Israed. This. of course, ts Vhe
hex to all, The other day in s
R TR mmlp in Jordan I saw |
i & place of honour o cartoon
of » Goobbel's type Jew, big -

T onnsed and Dioody-handed. The

- eaption said

" Throw the Jews
inta Hhe s, - i

c-u-mem:u}' 1

Salving scars

WHEREVER THI Itantiers are
irawn e the Middle East,
Jdews snel Avahs aré going to
bive ouuther. The only states-
manship Iy that which maokes
this- et mpre aveoptable, On
i one st there can be the
deviliadion  of  porzonatity
which Giesabls  the  homeless
rofigen  On the olbemsthe new
sl for o Middle Kot dedi-
calead Lo progress, Hadla ax o«
feve pori—a joint 1ourist boerd
T dtlh the Hnly Pliees, Perhsps
o Peddersethon of the  Midde
Fast whore men can  talk
logethisr about waler and crops
and mackets, and where graifu
ally the sears can be gulved,
The alternative Is dizadtrous
“hank o the reck whene
e are bown opnd te the holr
af Hhe pll whenee  ye o are
gl <es benbnh. The rocks
aife hesn for everybody.
Where = the Iridge which
mwoervbae®s  who Hves in the
Middie Fast muy use ™

Either a bridge, or a liole in the

pil, Let jL be a bridge. For
everythin:. which divides
hiuman beings in this neck of
the woods is of less Impord
thun that whieh uniles them.
* Batter s the end of & thing
than the beginning thereof,”
suys Eovleslastes VI, B. Cer-
toady the end of the confliet
betwoen peoples destined 1o be
neighbours s better than the
bexinning of their disvent. T

to vou, Mr Wilson und
Ishkol.

R . ST L e
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