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Sén, Cannon 10/11/78 Pays trib:te to Saudi King Khalid currently i. US undergoing surgery. Says he =
"has exercised wisdom in the enlightened appreciation of his country of t
pport for US & Saudi role in xeeping oil crisis "within manageahle ™ —

peace." Notes Khalid's great su

Sen. Griffin 10/11/78 Wishes Sa

Khalid has been friend of U3, is "voice of moderation in the Arab world,

influence in the volatile polit
to achieve Mideast peace. 5 18

ics of the Mideast." Assured Khalid will
162

Sen. Jackson 10/11/78 Pays tribute to Saudi King Khalid currently in U3 r

surgery. Notes Saudi's "vital r

ole...in the stabilization & defense" of Mideast. Says Saudi moder-

ating factor in OPEC, "acting as a restraining influence on other memb:rs

oil prices even further. Notes

Sen. McGovern 10/11/78 Introduces resolution te allow Lebanese refugees into US. § 18258

Sen. Deole 10/1178 Introduces ra
US. 8§ 18258

ROW opportunity for SArabia to join peane

he importance of Mideast

& has been a stabilizing -—
Play major role in efforts

I

udi King Khalid a speedy recovery from recent surgery in US. Notes = : !
|

|

ecovering from major

solution with Sen. McGovern (D-8D) to a low Lebanese refugees into

Sen. Thurmond 10/10/78 Notes support for bill which makes clear US not ha

Says 1978 "year of the reawaken
5 18118

Sen. Brooke 10/10/78 Expresses

difficult issues left unresolve
to undercut Camp David to Justi
Lebanese Christian community, §
has taken on the characteristic
Syrians attacks on civilian are
future violence" in Mideast. Sa
aged by other Arab radicals...s
pPeace negotiations between Isra
commendable Israeli defense a
finalize Camp David agreements.
¢ may believe it has free hand

concensus on status of Jerusale
Israel "imperarive if [srae] is
settlements. Dismayed at "lack

ing to holocaust endured" by strong peoyle against all odds.

" who sought to escalate . i
process. § 18162
ven for Nazi war criminalsg.  —

extremely cautious optimism for Mideast peace. Says "far too many
d & far too much leeway for radical elements in the Arab world"

fy anything nmore. Says most sombering is S
ays "what once was once conceived to be a3
s of a vendetta against the Christians.™

as" on Christian community. Warns "attacks
ys "even more sinister is the possibility
aw the attack on the Christians as a meaas
el & Egypt." Says Syria might try to prov
f Lebanese Christian community - to pressu

Suggests Syria may assume US will prevent

in Syria. Encouraged US tp take action hef

m, continued difficulty in achieving secur
truly to find peace." Notes controversy o

of any substantive evidence that Jordan &

give positive support to the Camp David accords." Notes potential for di

by PLO, radical Arab states & U
peace "even greater need for st
steps in direction of peace. §

Rep. Lagomarsino 10/10/78 Inser
from 1973 Yom Kippur War, "Yom

5SR not part of Camp David accords. Saye

yrian attempts to crush
mission to keep the peace ! .
Appalled by "indiscriminate' '
dre an ominous portent of
that the Syrians, encour- | ;
of short-circuitting the b,
oke Israel reaction -
re Sadat to refuse to
Israel from intervening
ore UN. Notes lack of
e defensible borders for
ver future of WBank
SArabia are preparted to |
sruption of peace efforts
a5 we continue  efforts for

rong US support of Israel & for those in Arab world willing" toitake |

18123-4

ts Dial Torgerson article on prospects For peace in Mideast resultjpg " e=e==mw=

Kippur's Legacy: An Onen Rond to Peare.™
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Rep. Spellman’10/14/78 Participates in "Vigil for Freedom" for USSR Jew:y to protest USSR restrie-
tive emigration policies. Notes plight of Lydia Nisanova denied permission to emigrate to Israel.
E 5875

Rep. Sarasin 10/14/78 Notes if present would have voted against motion to recommit Foreign Asst.
Appropriations Conference Rpt. to conference & for final passage of Conference Report. E 5887-8

Rep. Wolff 10/14/78 Deplores Syrian involvement in Lebanon. Warngsituation jeopardizes chances for
Mideast peace. Notes Lebanon was intellectual center of Arab world. Notes Syrian .forceces seeking

to make Lebanon part of "Greater Syria". Notes letter to President sent with Gilman(R-NY), Kazen
(D-Tex) & Abdnor(R-5Dak) contdining resolution on Lebanon. Inserts resolution & 223 signatories. '
Notes House vote to eliminate $90m in aid to Syria. Says "cosponsoring this resolution would

tell the administration the depth of the eoncern in Congress about this situation.”" Inserts:

Wall Street Journal 10/11/78 editorial, "Turning Point in Lebanon." E 5891-3

Rep. John Burton 10/17/78 Letter to MAmitay & KWollack in responmse to thank you for positive vote
on Foreign Assistance Appropriations Conference Report. .Says substantial military & economic
assistance to Israel, essential part of peace process "the only reason for my vote'.

Sen. Griffin 10/16/78 PRESS I'ELEASE: Notes signed Moynihan(D-NY) letter to President Carter calling
for a cutoff of US funding of UN Special Unit on Palestinian Rights. Says 'these appalling anti-
semitic activities must be stopped...UN supposed to be promoting peace, not fostering hatred."

Says "if this nation is serious in its efforts to seek a lasting peace...then we must use every
lever at our disposal to help achieve that end."

Pres. Carter 9/17/78 Remarks on Camp David accords.Notes significant achievements of Camp David
meetings - warns of obstacles remaining. Outlines terms of agreements reached between Israel &
Egypt-Israeli forces will remain in specified locations on WBank & Gaza during 5 year transitional
period, Palestinians will have right to participate in determination of own future & in negotiations
which will resolve final status of WBank & Gaza. Notes agreement provides Israel may live within
secure & recognized borders. Says agreements with accompanying letters '"provide basis for progress
& peace throughout the Middle East." Notes agreement provides Egyptian sovereignty over Sinai &
establishment of normal, peaceful relatidns between Israel & Egypt. Notes Knesset will decide

- on issue of settlements. Salutes Sadat & Begin for keeping talks going. (9/25/78 Pres. Documents)

Pres. Earfer 9/18/78 Signs resolution designating 4/28£29 "Days of Remembrance of Victims of the
ﬁolncaust’. Quotes resolution, the Holocaust remains "not only a shocking symbol of Nazi brutality
inherent in tyranny, the pernicious quality of bigotry, & the human capacity to be cruel." Says
fact resolution passed unanimously "reflects..:wholehearted conviction that the lessons of the
Holocaust must never be forgotten." (9/25/78 Pres. Documents)

- r . SR e = -



Rep. Frey 10/14/78 Partieipates in "Vigil for Freedom" for USSR Jewry to protest USSH restrictive
emigration policies. HNotes plight of Boris Tsitilonok refused permission to emigrate. E 5543-4

Rep. Waxman 10/14/78 Notes Martyr's Memorial erected by Jewish Federation of Creater Los Angeles in
remembrance of Jews who died in Holocaust. E 5564

Rep, Oakar 10/14/78 Criticizes approach to Mideast peace for not being dealt with in comprehensive
manner. Condemns lack of concern feor Lebanon. Inserts letter to President Carter calling on him

to "use the same energies...whiéh he has demonstrated" in other areas of region. Says "all are
responsible” £8r crisis in | ebanon. Letter implores Pres. to take immediate action to stop bloodshed.
Motes US not inelude aid for Lebanon in foreign aid bill. E 5571

Rep. Brodhead 10/14/78 Criticizes US funding of UN special unit on Palestinian rights. Says "PLO
has the distinction of not only being the sole terrorist organization...to be represented in the
UN. It also is the only such body to have a major part of its advertising budget paid for by Amer-
ican taxpayers." Notes public relations campaign by unit, film "Palestinians Do Have Rights" with
Yasser Arafat attempting"to portray PLO terrorism as justified & PLO goals as moderate." Says "the
auspices of the UN, supposedly dedicated to peace, will be used to promote an organization which
condones murder of innocent civilians, rejects peace negotiations & ignores the rights of UN member

states & allies of this country.” Says UN overstepped its bounds & "has chosen bias over objectiv=
i & is now promoting the causes of certain factions instead of reconciling the differences between
t. " Letter notes US contribution to UN contained in Foreign Relations Authorizetion. Letter

says "because the US contributes 1/4 of the UN's budget, American tax dollars are being used to
actively promote PLO interests. I believe this situation is intolerable." Notes Congressional
amendment to Foreign Relations Authorization Act calls for US ambassador te UN to take action to
terminate unit. E 5580

Rep. Gore 10/14/78 Participates in "Wigil for Freedom" for USSR Jewry to protest USSR restrictive
emigration policies. Notes plight of Daniel & Sara Fradkin denied permission to emigrate. E 5581-

Rep. Waxman 10/14/78 Pays tribute to Robert & Robin Gerber, honored by Los Angeles Committee for
Israel Bonds. E 5585

Rep. Murphy (I11) 10/14/78 Participates in "Vigil for Freedom" Eor USSR Jewry to protest USSR
restrictive emipration policies. Notes plight of Boris Chernobilsky detained & accused of “"hooligan-
ism". E 5592

Rep. Browm (Ohio) 10/14/78 Participates in "Vigil for Freedom" for USSR Jewry to protest USSR ;
restrictive emigration policies. Notes plight of Emanuel & Alla Smeliansky denied permission to
emigrate & imprisoned. E 5593

Rep. Frenzel 10/14/78 Partiepates in "Vigil for Freedom" for USSR Jewry to protest USSR restrictive

ration policies. Notes plight of Eitan & Alexandra Finkelstein refused permission to emigrate.
a7

Rep. Moffett 10/14/78 Notes plight of USSR Jew , Issac Shkolnik refused permission to emigrate. Urges
everyone adopt prisoner of corscience, £ 5603 :

| Rep. Harris 10/14/78 Notes plight of Vina Belkina & Yakov Rachlenki,USSR Jews denied permission to

emigrate., E 5610

Rep. Thone 10/14/78 Participates in "Vigil for Freedom" for Soviet Jewry to protest USSR restrictive
emigration policies. Notes plight of Amner Zavurov refused permission to emigrate. E 5618

Rep. Santini 10/14/78 Participates in "Vigil for Freedom" for Soviet Jewry to protest USSR res-
trictive emigration policies. Notes plight of Edouard Rynsky refused permission to emigrate. J
E 5618 -

Rep. O'Brien 10/14/78 Criticizes administration inaction on Lebanese crisis. Warns Syrian aggression
against Lebanese Christians threatens fragile Mideast peace. Inserts resolution adopted by National
Republican Heritage Groups Council demanding Carter intercede & demand withdrawal of Syrian troops &

calls for humanitarian aid to Lebanon. E 5619




“ﬁﬂp. Carr 10/14/78 Participates in "Vigil for Freedom" for USSR Jewry to protest USSR restrictive
emigration policies. Notes plight of Leonid Skrynick denied permission to emigrate. E 5635

Rep. Armstrong 10/14/78 Participates in "Vigil for Freedom" for USSR Jewry to protest USSR
restrictive emigration policies. Notes plight of Galina Golzman Michelson denied permission to
emigrate., E 5650 :

Rep. Markey 10/14/78 Participates in "Vigil for Freedom" for USSR Jewry to protest USSR restrictive
emigration policies. Notes plight of Leib Khnokh denied permission to emigrate. E 5651-2

Rep. Gilman 10/14/78 Says as long as Syrian forces remain in Lebanon, threat of renewed violence
ever—-present. Condemns Syrian attempts to establish control over Lebanon & Syrian human rights
violations. Warns "if present conditions in Lebanon persist, the current Camp David peace efforts
will remain in great jeopardy. The longer these deplorable conditions exist, the more likely that
Syrian peacekeeping forces become an Arab army of occupation with all that implies for Israel's
security." Notes letter to President sent with Wolff(D-NY), Kazan(D-Tex) & Abdnor(R-SDak) contain-

ing resclution on Lebanon. Inserts text of resolution & recent newspaper articles on Lebanon.
iE ah52-3

Rep. Tsongas 10/14/78 Participates in "Vigil for Freedom" for USSH Jewry to protest USSR restrictiv:
!emiglliinn policies. Notes plight of Iosef Mendelevich denied permission to emigrate. E 5675

|

Rep. Solarz 10/14/78 Participates in "Vigil for Freedom" for USSR Jewry to protest USSR restrictive
emigration policies. Notes plight of Gennady & Natasha Khassin denied permission to emigrate to
Israel. E 5677-8

Rep. Heftel 10/14/78 Explains nay vote on foreign aid appropriations bill for fiscal year 1979 -
objects to funding of IMF. E 5685

Rep. Green 10/14/78 Participates in "Vigil for Freedom" for USSR Jewry to protest USSR restriétive

emigration policies. Notes plight of Semyon Gluzman denied permission to emigrate to Israel.
E 5696

Rep. Symms 10/14/78 Participates in "Vigil for Freedom" for USSR Jewry to protest USSE restrictive
emigration policies. Notes plight of Saadia Igilovitch Shamuilov denied permission to emigrate.
E 5700-1

Rep. Blanchard 10/14/78 Participates in "Vigil for Freedom" for USSR Jewry to protest USSR restric-

tive emigration policies. Notes plight of Yakov Rakhlenko Karmanitsky denied permission to emigrate
to T el. E 5701

Rep. Brodhead 10/14/78 Participates in "Vigil for Freedom" for USSR Jewry to protest USSR
restrictive emigration policies. HNotes plight of Jewish dissidents imprisoned for their campaigns
against Soviet human rights violations. E 5740-1

Rep. Lehman 10/14/78 Notes increased PLO terrorism following Camp David accords. Says "PLO is

etermined to undermine Camp David peace momentum-both by increasing terrorism against innocent
civilians & by its dirty work in Lebanon." Says cannot recognize “PLO terrorists as the true
representatives of the Palestinian people." Inserts interview from Jerusalem Post with Steve Hilmes.
S bomb disposal expert working with Israeli police fatally wounded during bombing incident,
"Fumbles Are Fatal". E 5751-2

ep. Scheuer 10/14/78 Participates in "Vigil for Freedom" for USSR Jewry to protest USSR restric-
tive emigration policies. Notes plight of Ida Nudel imprisoned by Soviets for "malicious Hooligan-
sm". E 5764

p. Conte 10/14/78 Inserts letter to Israeli Knesset in praise of decision to endorse Camp David
ummit agreements sent by 41 members of Members of Congress for Peace through Law, E 5791- 2
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Camator tamas Absurezk (D - S, Dak.) For further information contact: E

{307}

Senate Utfice Diog. (202} 224-5842 A

Washington, D.C. 20510

=~ R.H. (Max) Miller: 202-22L-164T

For Immediate Release: Tuesday, September 19, 1978

ABOUREZK CALLS MIDDLE EAST SUMMIT AGREEMENT

A "WARMED-OVER" VERSION OF THE BEGIN PROPOSAL OF NOVEMBER 1977

Washington, D.C. -— The following is the text of the statement on the Middle East
Summit Agreement which Senator James Abourezk of South Dakota delivered on the
floor of the U.S5. Senate today.
Mr. President:
Amidst the euphoria of the moment, and in the face of the substantial media hype

underway on the Middle East summit agreement, it is difficult to offer any analysis or

conclusions on the agreement that differs from what seems to be a developing bandwagal

in its favor.

I can recall the same sort of self-deluding congratulations at the time of the
Sinai II agreement signing in 1975, when some of us expressed the fear that even that
minimal, but separate, agreement would tear apart the Arab world with tragic conse-
quences for everyone involved. *

Now we are presented with, and are asked to support, the final, separate peace
agreement between Israel and Egypt that contains, in my view, the seeds of destruction
of untold numbers of peoplée in the Middle East, and the suffering of untold millions more.

I will try to outline the major points of the two agreements, both as I understand
them from & reading, and from responses to questions directed to President Carter and
Secretary of State Vance during their briefings of the Congress on Monday.

First of all, if the Knesset agrees to withdrawal of the settlements from the
Sinai, a separate peace agreement between Israel and Egypt will become formalized.

The second agreement, which purportedly sets out a framework for peace in the
Middle East, outlines how the future of the West Bank and Gaza is to be determined.
The terms of that document provide for withdrawal of Israel's military forces in
unspecified numbers from the West Bank, with part of that military force to remain
within the West Bank area in "cantonments." Again, this redeployment has no specific
numbers. The agreement states that, immediately upon the election of the "Administrative
Council" of the West Bank and Gaza, the Israeli military government and its civilian
gdministration will be withdrawn. '

The agreements stand by themselves. In other words, the separate treaty between
Egypt and Israel does not rise or fall, depending on the establishment of a final
agreement regarding the Palestinians. Thus, if nothing more were to happen vis-a-vis
the West Bank, the mgreement between Egypt and Israel would remain in place.

With respect to settlements on the West Bank, while President Carter has said there™
is a freeze during the period of negotiation on new settlements, he has also said there

{more)
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is no prohibition on the expansion of existing West Bank settlements, a practice which,
in fact, Isreel has undertaken in the past to avoid the appearance of new settlements
being established..

The agreement itself is silent on the guestion of the settlements, so we must
assume that Mr. Begin has unilaterally agreed to maintain the freeze. In any event,
the new arrangements spelled out in the summit agreement are in total contradiction to
our previous position on settlements and, in fact, are in total violation of the Geneva
Civilians Convention of 1949, a treaty ‘u’hlch the United States and all the parties at
the recent summit have ratified long sgo.

Article 49, paragravh 6. of that convention specifically ststes that "the occupving 3
power shall not deport or trmnsier part of its own civilien popuistion into Lhe Lerri-_
tory it occupies."

" Article 4T of the same convention states that protected persons in the occupied
territories cannot be deprived of the benefits of the convention by any -change intro-
. duced, as a result of the occupation of a territory, into the institutions or govern-
ment of the territory, nor by annexation, as in the case of Jerusalem, nor by any |
agreement between the authorities of the occupied territories, .for example, a Quisl
government , and the occupying power, We have always claimed the settlements were illegal,
based on that convention, that is, until now.

The key point, however, is the concept of self-determination, or the lack of it,
provided to the Palestinians in this agreement. The words of significance which run all
the way through the document are the words, "by agreement of all the parties.” "All the
parties" refers primarily to Israel, Egypt, Jordan and the Palestinian "Administrative
Council."”

Thus it is provided that all the parties must agree on the procedures for estab-
lishing the so-called self-governing authority in the West Bank and Gaza. Israel is
given the right to veto those procedures. Israel is also given the right of veto over
& number of other actions, such as:

1. which Pelestinians other then those from the West Bank and Gaza may be included
in the Egyptian and Jordanian delegations.

2. the nature of the so-called "self*gmrernlng authority” to be exercised in 1.
West Bank and Gaza. |

3. +which refugees displaced by the 1967 war caen return to the West Bank and Gaza.

L. any decision made by the Palestinians on the grounds of security for Israel,
which provision eliminates what little was left of the label "self-rule."

5. the final status, following the five year interim period, of the West Bank
and Gaza. Specifically, and this is the most important point, Israel can
veto a Palestinian decision establishing an independent Palestiniaen State.

This interpretation was confirmed to me by Secretary Vance, who told me that
Israel not only could veto such a state, but, he said, Israel very likely would
exercise such a veto to prevent a Palestinian State from coming intc existence.

.d._.l._ ,

“Bo, Mr. President, the dreaded hour has finally arrived, the separate peace
treaty between Egypt and Israel, which President Badat swore would not came from him,
and for which Israel has hoped for so long a time. It is a revival of the ' 'Begin Plan
of last November which was rejected out of hand by President Sadat. It is the exchange
of a great deal of sand in the Sinai for the elimination of Egypt &s any kind of
negotiating threat. It is the ratification of the expansionist dreams of Israel.

Now, with the inclusion of President Carter, what was reprehensible last year
has now become a "great victory." The continued denial of self-determination for the
Palestinians is given a sheen and a gloss designed to cover over what it reelly is —
an Israeli occupation under a different name, but this time with a Quisling government
to make legal vwhat was previously illegal. What other name can honestly be given to
such an arrangement, conceived by the occupying power, Israel, and approved by the
United States and Egypt, the only two powers who might have prevented it?

This action not only denies the right of self-determination to the Palestinians,
but its result can only be large-scale disruption throughout the Arab world. Without
Egypt, the military balance will be tipped overwhelmingly in favor of Israel. Too weak
militarily to threaten, or even to negotiate on an equal basis, the remaining members

(more)
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of the Arab bloc will, in all probability, suffer deep divisions amongst themselves.
Radicalism, and all that comes with it, will be greatly encoursaged, since it is the
only real alternative left to people who have been denied a normal political outlet.
The upheavals will reverberate throughout the Middle East, and the cost in human
suffering in that part of the world simply to raise President Carter's popularity
rating here at home will not, I think, be worth it.

T
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Mancu 21 (legislative day, Fesnvanry 6), 1078

Mr. Apovrezi submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations

RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of the Senate with respect to United
Nations Security Council Resolution 425, relating to the

Lebanese crisis.

Whereas innocent lives are being lost hourly in southern Leb-

anon,

Whereas the Israeli invasion of southern Lebanon is a direct

threat to the prospects of peace in the Middle East;

Whereas it is in the highest national interest of the United States
and all parties to the Middle Fast conflict that an equitable,
just, and durable peace be negotiated: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That the United Nations Security Council

2 TResolution 425 relating to the Lebanese crisis, adopted on

3 March 19, 1978, be implemented immediately and that all
v




1

™
=

2
parties concerned comply fully with provisions of such reso-
lntion.
SEC. 2. The Secretary of the Senate shall transmit a
copy of this resolution to the Secretary General of the United

Nations.
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b ADVISE & DISSENT

OPNION

The autihor has represented South Dokota in the
Sendale since 1972, He is nol sesking reelection
this yeor becouse, he says, "nothing ever
really changes. if's the systemn ifsell”

THE
RELENTLESS
ISRAELI
PROPAGANDA

MACHINE

Reprinted from February, 1978 PENTHOUSE

T he periodic flare-up of the Arab-lsraeli conflict is a matter

ol no small consequence to the United States. To those
people who have an emotional or political interest in the
Middle East, the struggle there 1akes on the dimensions of an

Armageddon. To the majority of the Amefican people, what
appears to be modern Iribal warfare serves only as a minor
irritant each time the shooting begins. Why, it is asked, are the
Arabs and lsraelis fighting over purely desert land? How
Israel, a nation of some 3 million people, hald mili

superiority over some 100 million very unfriendly neighbors?

The struggle in the Middle East is of greater significance to
Americans than most realize. What happens there will deter-
mine for us the shape of our own future—whether or not we will
be embroiled in war or confrontation with the Soviet Union,
whether or nol the price and supply of cil will bankrupt the
Western powers, including the United States, and whether or
not we can maintain our moral posilion against one nalion's
laking another's territory by lorce of arms

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE MIDDLE EASTERN CONFLICT

BY SEN. JAMESABOUREZK

In 1854 the Arab world was in the final 20 years ol what was to
have been 400 years of military occupation by the Ottoman
Turkish Empire. The Arabs, who had contributed so much lo
art, medicine, and science during Europe’s Dark Age, were
themselves experiencing a dark age under the stern heel of
Turkish rule. The year 1894 was the year an Austrian Jew,
Theodor Herzl, first gave expression to the theory of Zionism,
the hope that Jews would find a homeland, ending the histori-
cal abuses agains! them by hosl countries throughout
world. The Zionist movement grew, considered a vari

different locations for the homeland, then eventually agreed
on Palestine. Palestine had been the cenler ol the Jewish
tribes 1,800 years earlier and seemed the logical location to

«s the Zionist leaders. One major problem existed. Palestine was

populated with Arabs who had lived there virtually from the be-
ginning. ever, Zionistleaders tolally ignored the Arab pres-
ence there and moved wilh tolal and single-minded concen-
tration loward the eslablishment of an exclusive Jewish slate.

At the outset of World War |, British and Arab leaders
agreed that it Ihe Arabs rose up against the Turks {then allied
wilh Germany), the Arabs would be granted their indepen-
dence after the war. This was the period ol the new "Arab
Awakening,” and the alliance was readily agreed to by Arab
leaders. The exploits of Lawrence of Arabia provided some
interesting slories resulting from this alliance.

But at the same lime the Brilish promised independence 1o
the Arabs, they were making other deals inconsistent with
these promises. In 1916 a secret British-French agreement
was made to divide up the postwar Middle East belween
Britain and France. Political connivance did nol stop there. In
the next year British Foreign Secretary Lord Ballour promised
the Zionist movement that Palestine would become a “home-
land for the Jews," provided that the rights of the Arabs living
there were nol adversely alfected. In 1917, of those living in
Palestine, 96 percenl were Arabs and 4 percent were Jews.

The Zionist movement used the Ballour Declaration as a
basis for the immigration of Jews into Arab Palestine lollowing




the war When the Arabs saw the full effects of their betrayal by
the British and the obvious intentions of the Zionists, they
protested, often violently, but withoul noticeable effect. In
1922 the Ballour Declaration was wrilten inlo the League ol
Mations mandate, and continued Jewish immigration into
Palestine became official British policy. Immigration and pro-
test led to riots and killings until 1939, when Britain, threatenad
by-war with Germany, became anxious to ease the pressure
building in Palestine and reversed itsell, Although under lim-
ited quotas after 1939, Jewish immigration continued, espe-
cially during the war years, when Jews were attempting lo
escape Europe and Hitler's genocidal policies. Jewish ter-
ronst groups, most notably Menachem Begin's Irgun, and the
Stern gang, formed to retaliate against Arabs, now turned
their terrorism against the British, the goal being evenlually to
drive the British out of Palestine. After World War Il an
exhausted Britain had had enough of the conflict raging in
Palestine and announced thal on May 15, 1948, it would
withdraw its forces and end its mandate over the area.

The world Zionist movement had by then shifted its political
locus to the United States, the new world power, a sirategy
that was to produce excellent resulls. In November 1947 the
U.N. General Assembly voted to partition Palestine between
Arabs and Jews. To understand the extenl of political chican-
ery used by the Zionist movemnent lo achieve its ends, and the
anger of the Arabs, one must consider the proposal voled on
by the United Mations. Although Jews constituted only 30
percent of the population, much of it by illegal settlement, the
U.N, plan proposed for them a 56 percent slice of Palestine.
Arabs, who made up 70 percent of the population, were to get
only 44 percent of their own homeland. In 1947 outright
Jewish ownership of land was no more than 5 percent.

The General Assembly vole so outraged the Arabs that riots
broke oul as far away as the southern tip of Aden. As a result
of Arab protests, the U.N. Security Council never got around
to voting on ratification of the partition plan, and the United
States delegale began working on a U.M. trusteeship plan for
Palestine. Bul unknown even 1o him, the issue ol a Jewish
slale was being plunged into American politics. Harry Truman
was in deep political trouble as he approached the 1948
presidential elections. He could not afford to lose the support
of American Jews, because of both votes and money. Thomas
Dewey, the Republican candidate for president, was making
much of the establishment of a Jewish state, threatening to
strip Truman and the Democralts of their traditional Jewish
electoral support. As lerrorism by the Irgun and the Stern
groups escalated in Palesline, in Washington, D.C., Truman
made preparations to support the creation of Israel,

On May 14, one day before the announced British
withdrawal from Palestine, Israel declared itself to be an ex-
clusive Jewish state. Eleven minutes laler, against the counsel
ol his loreign-policy advisers, President Truman extended
U.S. recognition to Israel. Thus, thirty-one years alter British
promises of independence for Palestine, the Arabs witnessed
the ultimate betrayal—the establishment, in their midst, of a
new colony by the world's big powers, controlled, not by
Middle Eastern natives, bul by Europeans. Hundreds of
thousands of Palestinian Arabs who had lived in peace on

@ Israel’s critics are always

accused of anti-Semitism, a charge that serves
to silence even the mildest questioning

of that country’s policies.®

their own land were deslined never to see their homeland
again. What had begun as the Zionist movement's clever
manipulation of American and British politicians ended as a
mechanism for the death and suffering of countless numbers
of human beings in the Middle East

Allhough |srael's claim was thal of a socialisl detmocracy
implanted amidst the monarchies and dictatorships of the
Arab world, no public expression was given to the queslion of
how such a democracy could also be an exclusive Jewish
state while the Arabs held a numerical majority within the new
boundaries. The question was soon resolved without debate
and without the necessity of a vole,

The genesis of that resolution began in April 1948, in a small
Palestinian Arab wvillage called Deir Yassin, Amid general
fighting between Arabs and Jews, the terrarists of the Irgun
and Stern groups decided to atlack Deir Yassin. 1115 claimed
today by Israeli historians that the attack was only intended to
put the villagers lo flight. Whatever the intent, the action
changed the entire demography of the Middle East, resulling
in the stalus existing today As the terronst altack began and
Arab defenders of the village returned fire, the Jewish ter
rorists moved from house to house, blindly spraying the inte-
riors with automatic-weapons fire. Then dynamile was thrown
into the houses, with Irgun and Stern gunmen shooting down
anyone who escaped the dynamite. No one was spared,
whether defender or women and children. Any Arab who
moved was shol, even those who had already surrendered,
The lerrorists then tried to burn the bodies. They stuffed some
bodies into a well in an effort to hide them from the Interna-
tional Red Cross representatives, who came on the scene the
next day Later 250 bodies were buried, and a few dazed
survivors were loaded into a truck and unceremoniously
dumped in Jerusalem.

Word of the Deir Yassin massacre spread like wildiire
throughout Palestine, and as the fighting continued through
1948, the fear engendered by the words "Deir Yassin® and a
general fear of being caught in the fighting evenlually drove
more than 700,000 Palestinian Arabs oul of Palestine. After
that, Jewish terronsts had only to repeat the name of the
village to drive oul the Arabs,

By the end of 1948, Israel had a Jewish majority. The ill-
equipped and poaorly trained Arab armies, both regulars and
irregulars, had lost, Three quarters ol a million Palestinians,
who had once had their own homes on their land in Palestine,
found themselves homeless, living in the inhumane sgua-
lor of refugee camps. Israel has never allowed them lo refurn.

Thus were the seeds of eventual world conflict sown. Barely
three years after the big powers had formed the United
Mations—for the purpose, they said, of pulting an end to war
and the taking of lerritory by war—they became openly
committed lo supporting, in the case of Israel, an exceplion 1o
their rule. In searching lor reasons for their action, one cannol
dismiss the feelings of guilt held by the big powers because
they had refused to provide a haven for Jews attempting lo
escape from Hitler. But the question asked lo this day by the
Arabs is: Why should they be made to pay for someone else’s
sins? Although both guilt and sympathy played a part in the
events leading up to the establishment of Israel, political
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e American Jews want desperately to help Israel; so they
rely on the Israeli lobby to tell them how. The lobby takes its orders
from Israel and then lays down the party line to them.®
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chicanery provided the grease for the
skids on which Israel rode 1o its creation.

Israel proved that, under certain circum-
slances, crime pays! And with the prece-
dent eslablished in 1948, Israel has con-
tinued to rob the Arabs of their lands, with
both the approval and the active support of
the LS. government.

ISRAEL'S LOBBY IN WASHINGTON

One wall-known axiom in political circles is
that the noisiest wheel gets the most
grease. Thal old saw is especially lrue
when il refers 1o Washington's attitude to-
ward the Middle East. U.S. policy on the
Mideast is virfually directed by Tel Aviv. So
long as the public ignores U.S. governmeni
actions in the Middle East, Israel will con-

linue 1o dictate our policies there, When a’

politician gets no message from his
constituents on a parlicular issue, he is
completely free to vole and acl as he
chooses. Thus the only real pressure on
politicians concerning the Middie Eastern
question comes from the Israeli lobby, Al-
ways capable of raising money lor political
campaigns, the lobby enlists the active aid
ol American Jews in every slate of the
Union. it takes its orders from Israel and then
lays down the party line to the American
Jewish community in a variety of ways—
newsletters, community newspapers, and
synagogue speeches. American Jews
wanl desperately to help Israel; so they rely
on the Israeli lobby to tell them how. Highly
organized, smarl, and constantly alert, the
Israeli lobby uses political intimidation il
everything else fails.

If a member of Congress should be so
foolish as to withhold his support from an
issue desired by the lobby, telegrams and
phone calls immedialely starl pouring in
from coniributors, campaign workers, and
olhers expressing their concern. Few
politicians can hold out for long under such
pressure. Liberals are made to feel guilty
about not supporting the needs of a "small
nation surrounded by hostile Arabs.” The
worsl kind of intellectual terrorism is
reserved for those politicians who dare to
queslion Israel on its policies. 1srael has so
wrapped itsell in its state refigion, Judaism,
that any criticism of its politics is im-
mediately branded as crilicism of its reli-
gion. Thus the crilic is accused of anti-
Semilism, a charge that has served 1o si-
lence even the mildes! questioning of Is-
rael's policies. In fact, it has become much
easier for American polilicians 1o criticize
their own government than to crilicize Is-
rael or ils policies.

The Israeli lobby has neither gualms nor
scruples when the objective is 1o silence an

elfective crilic. It has used direct threats of
political reprisal on recalcitrants. Il has con-
lacted Jewish contributors, warning them
that the poflitician in guestion does not
deserve the support of American Jews. It
generales hale mail to target politicians,
and even bomb threals have been used to
prevent speeches critical of lsrael from
being given,

Politicians ordinarily courageous on
such issues as the Vietnam War, busing,
abaortion, or whal have you are reduced 1o
meek puppets in the face of a threat from
the Israeli lobby. Many of the seventy-six
senators who signed the lobby's letter to
President Ford in 1975 privately complain
about the tactics o obtain their signatures
on the letter. Such private grumbling has
changed nothing publicly, however, since
lhose same senators have renewed their
public support for Israel

THE UNDERDOG IMAGE AND THE
AMERICAN PRESS

The notion advanced by some that Ameri-
can Jews own the press is a racist canard
and should be rejecled as an argument.
Bul it is clear that for various reasons, a
great many members of the press are sym-
pathetic to |srael, providing the ease with
which propagandists for Israel are able to
maintain their point of view, exclusive of all
others,

It has been fashionable from the begin-
ning to write stories favorable to Israel and
unfavorable lo the Arabs. Israel was
depicted at the outset as an underdog, and
Americans will by nature side with that par-
ticular role. With exceplions, journalists will
wrile only what is fashionable, fearing that
different concepts boldly staled will sub-
ject them to ridicule. Author Timolthy
Crouse has described this phenomenon as
“pack journalism,” and former Sen. Eugene
McCarthy has likened most American jour-
nalists to a flock of blackbirds sitting on a
fence. When one flies away, the rest will
follow. Although times are changing, sto-
ries about a "good” Israel are still in vogue,
and those who wrile anything to the con-
rary are suspect,

Thus the optic through which Americans
view the Middle Eastern struggle is al-
mosl exclusively Israeli. Thal overly one-
sided point of view would not be possible
without the generous help of the American
media—newspapers, lelevision, radio,
and the movie industry Some of the most
glaring examples will demonstrate the dis-
tortions thal exist and the subsequent ease
with which the history of the struggle has
been revised to make Israeli aggression
appear to be sell-defense.

It we are lo realize how consistently the

drums of Israell propaganda have beal into
our consciousness, the comparison must
be made between our image of the Middie
Eastern conflict and its reality The prop-
aganda foundation upon which Israel's
house ol cards has been built is that the
United Mations created Israel. When that lie
is repeated again and again and eventually
accepled as truth, apologists for Israel can
successiully appear righteous, especially
wilh the generous cooperation given lo ls-
raeli propagandisis by the American
press.

The fact is that the U.N. vote in 1947 wab

nonbinding. The tact is thal Israel create
itself while sighting down the barrel of the
gun. Bul the myth of LLN. creation has been
repeated so often that even high-school
lexibooks have picked it up and repeated
it. This “big lie” technigue has been used
very effeclively to stand the truth on its
head, making the Arabs look like agressors
and Israel beleaguered defender,

THE AMERICAN PRESS HAS FAILED
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

Americans, | am convinced, are the most
lair-minded people in the world. Given both
sides of any story, they will almost always
make a fair and just decision. But the Amer-
ican people have heard only one side of the
Middle Eastern story. The resull has been
lo make it easier for American politicians 1o
support Israel's objective of expanding
deeper and deaper into Arab territory,
critical importance of American politi
military and financial support is not lost on
Israeli propagandists.

Incredibly, once it was made to appear
that the 1948 war was only the fruit of Arab
aggression, continued land grabbing be-
came no problem. Consider the lamiliar
Israeli argument that the Golan Heights is
“vital” to Israel's security Following the
truce in 1948, the Huleh Valley, just below
the Golan Heights, became neulral terri-
lory, awarded 1o neither side in either the
fighting or the truce agreement that fol-
lowed, It was populated with Arab farmers.
Unable to defend themselves, they be-
came immediale targets of Israel's expan-
sionism. Israeli military lorces removed the
Arab farmers from the land and replaced
them with Israeli larmers. Syria reacted to
the provocation by periodically shelling the
valley from the Golan Heights. Few Ameri-
cans heard about the land grab; however,
all of us have been led to believe that be-
cause of the so-called barbarity of the Sy-
rians, the Israelis were justified in conguer-
ing and holding the Golan Heights.

It is understandable that Americans
would not object too strenuously 1o the fur-
nishing of arms o Israel, since the Ameri-
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= The Israeli lobby uses threats of political reprisal.
It generates hate mail to target politicians, and even bormnb threats are
used to prevent speeches critical of Israel from being given. ®

can press has led us 1o beheve that such
arms are only lor seli-defense. But if you
happened to live anywhere near |srael and
happened to have something Israel wanis,
such as land or waler, your feelings about
arms for |srael might change.

Following rejection of a U.S. plan for
delivering water from Lebanan 1o Israel, in
1965 the Lebanese began construction of a
dam to irrigate farms in arid southern
Lebanon. Israel's air force summarily
bombed the construction umis, preventing
the building of the irmgation project. No men-
tion was ever made in the American press of
this clear act of aggression.

Although Americans were treated to
week-long newspaper headlines and lead
stories, on the network news, ol each
Palestinian terrorist raid into Israel, the na-
tional shame of the news media was its total
blackout of coverage of lsrael's five-year-
long campaign of terror bombing in the
south of Lebancn. The nelworks occasion-
ally treated us to the reading of verbatim
|srael military press releases issued follow-
ing a raid, bul real news coverage was
nonexistent. From 1970 to 1875, U.S. jets
with Israeli Air Force markings dropped
napalm, phosphorous, and antipersonnel
fragmentation bombs, the mos! destructive
explosives, on civilian villages and Pales-
tinian refugee camps throughou! southern
Lebanon. Hundreds of innocent men,
women, and children were killed, and sach
lime the American press reported the raids
as “a search for terrorists.” Some 400,000
Lebanese civilians moved inlo camps sur-
rounding Beirut 1o escape the bombing. In
lact, this campaign terror served as the
major catalyst for the Lebanese civil war,
which took 55,000 lives,

News coverage of acts by Palestinians
has been delivered into American homes
with deadly efficiency. Without exception,
we all have been sickened at the sight of
Israeli deaths. But where was the coverage
of the destruction rained on Lebanese
peasant villages and on refugee camps
overflowing with innocent women and chil-
dren? The clear implication carries the
most vicious racist overtones—that the life
of an Israeli child is far more valuable than
the life of an Arab child.

In 1975 author Noam Chomsky nomi-
nated the people of southern Lebanon as
“non-people” of the year, a grim accolade
arising from the tolal lack of press and gov-
ernment interest in their slaughter Sadly,
many of the same Americans who marched
in the streets and who went to jail to protest
identical American bombing in Vietnam
cheered each time they learned of Israel's
destructive raids, Bul the bombing of
southern Lebanon was not all. During that
same period of time, Israel's commandos

destroyed all the civilian aircraft they could
find on the runway at Beirul airport; sent an
assassination team into Beirut and mur-
dered four Palestiman intellectuals: shot
down “by mistake"” a Libyan civilian airliner,
killing all 104 persons aboard, and, again
“by mistake,” assassinaled a diplomat in
Stockholm. All of this committed in the
name of democracy and self-defense? If
you read only the American press, of
course, you would believe it.

And if you have oil within reach of Israel,
your luck will most likely run out. The press
cooperated by remaining silent when |s-
raeli gun boals prevented Egypt, in 1976,
trom drilling for ofishore oil in Egypt’'s own
territory in the Red Sea. Even the LS. Stale
Department’s mild protest of such an open
viclation of international law was barely
reported In our press.

Cne of the most outrageous recent
examples of press malleasance was the
Washington Post's story of CIA payments
secretly made to King Hussein of Jordan,
The story caught on nationally and led the
news lor nearly a week, But the fact is that
while Jordan was receiving less than $10
million over a twenty-year period, lsrael
was given some $80 million by the CI4
Of all the press coverage reporting Jordan's
paymenis, only the Wall Street Journal car-
ried a small itemn reparting the payments fo
Israel. The Washinglon Post admitted that it
knew of the payments to Israel, but the ex-
cuse for not reporting the siory was that they
"seemed 1o be under different circum-
slances.”

The Washington Post had a different rea-
son for totally blacking out the massive
London Sunday Times investigation and
report of Israel's torture of Wesl Bank
Arabs. On inguiry, the Posi's foreign editor
said thatl the story had been done by
another newspaper, and it was nol the
practice of the Pos! to use stories from
other papers.

A majority of the U.S. press has not only
blacked out the reports of torture but also
virlually ignored Israel’s bealings, impris-
onment withoul charges, forced reloca-
tions, and deportation of Arabs in the oc-
cupied territories.

The U.5. government might bring itself to
protest the eslablishment of Israeli settle-
ments an the West Bank, but the protests
ring hollow when we, at the same time, de-
liver yet anather shipment of sophisticated
weapons o lsrael.

CAMN OUR MIDDLE EASTERN
POLICY CHANGE?

Only the United Stales has enough lever-
age on |srael to bring a halt to its territorial
expansion, a prerequisite to bringing

Reprinted from February, 1978 PENTHOUSE

peace 1o the area. The Arabs are now will-
ing to concede to Israel all the territory
taken trom them prior 1o 1967, but national
pride and the guestion of a homeland for
the displaced Palestinians require that the
terrilories laken by lsrael in 1967 be re-
turned. There 15 something to be said as
well for adherence to the LN, principle
agamnst the taking of terrilory by lorce
Americans should examing mare closely
just what it is we are supporting when we
send billions of tax dollars to Israel. By
doing so, we give our stamp of approval to
a nation that arroganily acquires land from

other nations by force, steals water r’

sources and ol resources, has consigne
hundreds of thousands of refugees 1o a
subhuman existence in squalid camps
throughout the Middle East, kills by bomb-
ing or assassination anyone whom it thinks .
slands in its way, and sells armaments to
such nations as South Alrica, Bolivia, and
iran. Is this the standard of human rights
the people ol the Uniled States should
adhere to? Obwviously not,

The Middle Eastern conflict began with
the Palestinian refugeses and must end with
them. In view of his own history as a ter-
ronst, Israel's Prime Minister Begin must
find it difficult to hold a straight face when
he refuses to deal with the Palestinian Lib-
eration Organization (PLO) on the grounds
that its members are “terrorists.” But,
again, Mr. Begin's self-rightecus lectures
have been faithiully repeated in the Amen-
can press, with hardly a guestioning tone.

With virtually the entire LS. press cnr;’
acting as Israel’'s propaganda machine |
America, U.S. government policy is not
likely to change much in the future. With its
continued U.S. military, financial, and polit-
ical support, no matter how much Ameri-
ca's interests are endangered, Israel will
continue ils grab for territory.

I and when the day comes thal our oil
supplies are shut off or we find ourselves in
nuclear confrontation with Russia or we are
forced to send American troops to the Mid-
dle Easl, it will be difficult for the public to
lind who was responsible for a generation
ol foreign-policy mistakes. The press will,
of course, disclaim responsibility for itsalf.
The politicians will, as always, point their
lingers elsewhere. But this is one crisis
Americans can avoid before it happens.
The American public can easily influence
the direction of our foreign policy in the
Middle East. It can do so by demanding
thal Washington use the leverage it has 1o
bring about a settlement of the Middle
Eastern conflict. The decision must be
based on what is in the interes!t of the
United States, not on what is good for |Is-
rael. But nothing will change unless the
public demands il. CH—m
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OF SENATOR JAMES ABOUREZK DEM.=S.D.) ON CLUSTER BOMBS.
@EGIN RELEASE)
ABOUREZK DENOUNCES USE OF CLUSTER BOMB UNITS AGAINST
CIVILIANS IN LEBANON

WASHINGTON, D.C, =-- SENATOR JAMES ABOUREZK (D.S.D.) °
TODAY DENOUNCED THE WANTON ISRAELI INVASION OF LEBANON AND
THE ISRAEZLIS' INDISCRIMINATE USE OF CLUSTER BOMB UNITS
AND OTHER AMERICAN-MADE WEAPONS TO KILL AND MAIM INNOCENT
CIVILIANS.

IN A SPEECH ON THE SENATE FLOOR ONLY HOURS BEFORE PRIME
MINISTER MENACHEM BEGIN OF ISRAEL MET WITH PRESIDENT CARTER
AND THEN LUNCHED WITH MEMBERS OF THE SENATE FOREIGN
RELATIONS COMMITTEE, ABOUREZK SAID THAT, AS S0 OFTEN IN THE
PAST, THE ISRAELI MEDIA LOBBYING EFFORTS IN THE
UNITED STATES HAD SUCCEEDED IN DEHUMANIZING PALESTINIANS,
LEBANESE AND ARABS IN AMERICAN EYES, THUS MAKING IT EASIER
FOR THE ISRAELI WAR MACHINE TO ENGAGE WITH IMPUNITY IN THE
SLAUGHTER OF INNONCENT CIVILIANS. HE STATED THAT THE
CURRENT ISRAELI INVASION IS “A THAGIC LESSON IN RACISM
COMMITTED BY PEOPLE WHO HAVE SUFFERED THE MOST THROUGHOUT
HISTORY FROM RACISM.™ BY WAY OF COMPARISON, HE NOTED THAT
"WE COULD HARDLY EXPECT THE SOVIET UNION TO INVADE ISRAEL
THE NEXT TIME A SOVIET JEW HIJACKED A SOVIET AIRLINER,®

ABOUREZK ALSO WARNED HIS SENATE COLLEAGUES THAT THE REAL
MOTIVES FOR THE ISRAELI INVASION OF LEBANON MIGHT WELL BE
THE DESIRE FOR ADDITIONAL WATER SOURCES IN THE LITANI RIVER
BASIN. THIS COULD BE ACHIEVED IF ISRAEL WERE ALLOWED TO
ESTABLISH A DE FACTO MANDATE IN SOUTHERN LEBANON.

ABOUREZK CONCLUDED BY URGING THE PRESIDENT AND THE
CONGRESS TO TAKE PROMPT AND FIRM ACTION AGAINST THIS LATEST
ISRAELI ACQUISITION OF TERRITORY BY FORCE,

UNLESS SUCH ACTION IS TAKEN, THEN "NOBODY WHO SUPPORTS
ISRAEL'S AGGRESSION, ITS BARBARIC KILLING OF INNOCENT
CIVILIANS CAN, WITH A STRAIGHT FACE, SPEAK OF THE VIOLATION
OF HUMAN RIGHTS ON THE PART OF THE SOVIET UNION OF ANY OTHER
NATION."

(END RELEASE)
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VISIT TO ISRAEL
OF
SENATOR JACOB K. JAVITS
accompanied by
MR. PETER LAKELAND .
and

MR. DON KELLERMAN

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
20-23 Aprii 1976
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List of Members of the

House of Representatives'

Judiciary Committee

VISIT TO ISRAEL

11 November - 16 November 1976

Congressman and Mrs.
Congressman and Mrs,
Congressman and Mrs.
Congressman and Mrs.
Congressman and Mrs.
Congressman and Mrs.
Congressman and Mrs.
Congressman and Mrs.
Congressman and Mrs.
Congressman and Mrs.
Congressman and Mrs.
Congressman and Mrs.

Congressman and Mrs,

James R, Mann
Walter Flowers
Charles E. Wiggins
George E. Danielson
Edward Hutchinson
Edward Mezvinsky
Herman Badillo
William J, Hughes
Tom Railsback
Jamilton Fish, Jr.
Carlos J. Moorhead
John M. Ashbrook
Henry J. Hyde

Mr. Garner J. Cline, Staff Director
Mr. William P. Shattuck, Counsel

Mr, Arthur P. Endres, Jr. Counsel

(D) South Carolina
(D) Alabama
(R) California
(D) California
(R) Michigan
(D) lowa

(D) New York
(D) New Jersey
(R) Tllinois

(R) New York
(R) California
(R} Ohio

(R) Illinois
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Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith

CONFIDENTTAL
MEMO TO: Irwin Suall
FROM: Sheldon Steinhauser
DATE: March 29, 1977

Enclosed find local press clippings which will give you a chronological
account of the Abourezk fiasco which has left the Colorado Democratic
Party in deep disarray and much angry feeling in the community.

To recap the events in this debacle and related comments:

1. The State Democratic Party had an extremely difficult time getting
a speaker for the annual Jefferson-Jackson Day Dinner scheduled for
March 26th. In fact, things were running so late that there was a
feeling that it might be necessary to cancel the dinner altogether.
Apparently the State Democratic Chairman, Monte Pascoe, called around
to the congressional and senatorial offices and Tom Hoag, Aide to
Senator Gary Hart in Washington made some contacts from a list of
names and finally received a commitment from Senator Abourezk. It
has been assumed by everyone involved that the "choice" of Abourezk
(after many other prospects had indicated their unavailahllity) was
done casually and inadvertently by Hoag with no realization, at that
point, of the dimensions of the problem. However, it is also clear
that people locally quickly realized they had a "tiger by the tail"
in that those in the know were sworn to secrecy about the selectian :
for a week until it was made publie. That cloak of secrecy effectively
prevented any possibility of reconsideration at a time when the matter |
was not a public issue. : ¥

2. As soon as it became public there were protests from many persons
within the State Democratic Party including many non-Jews. In fact
some of the first and loudest protests cams from organized labour.
Some individuvals within the Party who are Jewish also began to make
their feelings known. At that point - as someone said - the Party
"went bananas". There were a series of emergency meetings held.

NOre8. . «
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2. (continued)

Efforts were made by some of the non-Jewish leaders to abort

the entire affair because it was so clearly headed towards a
disaster in terms of the traditionzl concept of unity, harmony
and faithfulness to the Party platform which tend to characterize
these annual events.

3. As the issue broke publicly Jewish organizations took a low publie
profile recognizing the potential for a real donnvybroek. The Dir-
ector of the Colorado Zionist Federation, Arnie Zaler, who is active
in the Democratic Party, consulted with us and for the most part his .
public statements were restrained. There were some goofs such as a
statement attributed to him that he "approved" the final decision to
have Abourezk speak alone and to go ahead with the dinner -- and an-
other item in a story on the dinner which indicated that he was plan-
ning to meet with Abourezk immediately following the dinner. Neverthe-
less, overall considering the eilrcumstances, it was probably handled
as well as could be expected.

4. On or about March 21st, because of the expressed feelings of a number
of individual leaders, who couldn't see having Abourezk as the speaker
a resolution was introduced to cancel the dinner altogether, or to
"disinvite" Ahourezk —- the exact substance is not quite clear. In
} any event, the rasolution was delayed until a meeting on March 23rd
at which the committee voted to get a speaker on the other side to
be there along with Abourezk or cancel the dinner. Everyone in a
leadership role In the Jewish community thought the idea of a debate
format on the Middle East, at a Jefferson-Jackson Day Dinner, was a
dreadful one(not to mention the unlikelyhood of getting a person of .
sufficient stature at that last minute). Be that as it may, we are
told — and this is not verified — that when 1t was impossible to get
such a speaker the State Chairman tock it upon himself to override the
committee decision and to go ahead with the dinmer. I have heard that |
there was a rumor that if the dinner were cancelled the Washington Post
was prepared to come in and do a majlor story on what had occurred.

5. Once the opposition to Abourezk began to surface the media ate it up. |
The Rocky Mountain News drummed up a steady barrage of escalating
stories. When I was iInterviewed and made clear our position that
holding or cancelling the dinner was not a declsion for the Jewish
community to make the reporter said - almost angrily - “oh, come now' ,
- seeming almost to want to bait me into becoming one of the "danhgzgﬁfégiaj
The News published a miserable "free speach" editerial® and a shocking
cartoon on March 25th. Around the same time the news director of our
local ABC ocutlet openly encouraged a wide attendance at the dinner in
his commentary. The Denver Post tended to be less inflamatory in its
reporting.

#March 24th MOTE. s ?
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6. The dinner itself was extremely well attended with persons being
turned away at the door. There had been a heavy effort to drum
up attendance and the controversy may have helped in no small way.
There were about 30 Arabs in attendance,we are told,and they were
extremely noisy in cheering and applauding wildly Abourezk's every
anti-Israel statement. Senators Haskell and Hart participated in
the program with Haskell making a number of people upset and un-
comfortable with what was considered a "some of my best friends"
comment linking Abourezk with Senator Abe Ribicoff. Senator Hart
made one comment at the end of his remarks saying something to the
effect that he was proud to be in a party that included persons all
the way from Abe Ribicoff to Abourezk.

7. According to my sources 40% of those attending sat on their hands
during the "standing ovation" for Abourezk at the end of his talk.
There was one heckler who was asked to leave when he began to shout
at Abourezk. Apart from the Arabs, who applauded almost everything,
I am told it was the comments on free speech that received a great
deal of universal applause. There were pleces of the speech, partic-
ularly those that involved Israel that the Arabs applauded and noone
else did.

8. I will not recap Abourezk's speech except to say it was apparently
even more anti-Israel than was reported in the media. Apart from
that it included a parody on the week and some "humor'. The burden
of much of it was that our govermment is too much influenced by the
pro-Israel lobby and that anyone who criticizes Israel is perceived
as an anti-Semite, It also included references to the bombing by
Israelis of the village in Lebanon where Abourezk's parents came
from, the "issue" abrogating peoples rights to speak etc.

9. Individuals made varying choices with respect to attendance at the
dinner. Some went so that they could be on hand to make eritical
comments to others while making clear they were not unwilling to
"hear the other side". Some paid for their tickets but indicated
they would not attend the dinner as a result of the program. S5till
others refused to make contributions altogether.

10. The new officers of the State Democratic Party met on March 27th
(the Party was in the process of changing administrations while
all this had been happening, leaving an apparent decision-making
void). They talked about making some sort of statement but de-
cided that whatever they said they would get clobbered. (Incidentally,
two of the new state officers are constituents.) They are interested
in meeting with us and discussing what can be done at this point.
Reportedly they are all extremely regretful about the entire episode.

11. Meanwhile, there is much anger being expressed towards the State
Democratic Party in our community. I was at four different functions
over the week—end alone —— and people expressed rage and a desire to
do something. One of the Rabbis urged withdrawal of his congregants
from support for the Party at services. Individuals apparently are
g choosing—to tet the-Party knowof thetr—concern by -a variety of-actions.— e
We have made it clear that individuals are always free to engage in acts

BOT2. « «
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11. (continued)
of conscience.

12, Tomorrow the members of our inter—agency staff committee will
meet in our office to assess the situation and consider where
we go from here.

Some additional information and insights:

(1) A gross imsensitivity has occurred in this State. One which will
haunt the State Democratic Party for some time to come.

(2) The decision as to a Jefferson-Jackson Day program was clearly a
matter for the Democratic Party to decide. The Jewish community
had nothing to do with that decision or with abrogating anycaes
right of free expression. Once the issue became a public one
involving "free speech" it was doomed to be a loser.

(3) It was made very clear by Jewish and non-Jewish party members and
supporters that the 1ssue was in no way a matter of "free spsech"
but whether the individual speaker represented faithfulness to the
Party's platform and to the spirit of unity and harmony which norm—
ally characterizes this function. It was up to the Party and its
supporters to determine how they would handle it and remain faithful
to that platform and sensitive to the most cherished feelings of
party supporters.

(4) Those who are expert in public relations believe that the Jewish

community handled this the very best it could under the circumstances.

It is believed that any further statements on the event at this time
would only give fuel to false charges that there are groups which, in
fact, exert a controlling influence on the Party and do seek to limit
“"free expression'.

(5) The Party has suffered a definite setback in a State which went
Republican in 1977. Whether this is only temporary or has long
lasting effects will be dependent upon what happens in the coming
weeks and months.

(6) There will, undoubtedly, be a number of opportunities for the Party
and its office holders to make clear their position of support for
Israel as a Jewish State in faithfulness to the platform —— if they
choose to do so. It is true that some of the office holders made it
a point of wvisiting the table where CZF members were seated at the
dinner as a display of sensitivity. The big loser may well have
been Senator Haskell whose "some of my best friends'" were clearly
upsetting and anger—-producing to many.

MOTE. ..
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(7)

(8)

There are questions relating to the Rocky Mountain Wews whose
operating mapagement no longer includes Michael Howard, a strong
supporter of Americas relationship to Israel as part of this
Country's vital national interest. This may have been only a
temporary problem or, in fact, it may portend others in the
future which will have to be addressed in building a relationship
with the operating management.

There is an additional key question as to what extent the climate

of support for Israel may be changing in this State - and possibly
in this Country. One astute observer feels that there has been a
loss of the original position of seeing Israel as in the U.S.
national interest. This observer points out that many no longer
feel this or at least no longer remember. When Middle East issues
seem to revolve around the U.S5. versus Russia there was a greater
degree of recognition of that interest; now that the Arabs are per-
céived as having thrown out the Russians these same arguments do not
cone off as well. Indifference, lack of knowledge and lack of feeling
seem to be much more common. In those circumstances, it may be that
the Jewlsh community is viewing Middle East issues in terms of Amer-
ican public opinion from a different set of facts and, of course,
different conclusions.

Many non-Jews, says this observer, who do nof remember or are in-
different to the background of the conflict actually balleve that
there should be a Palf@stinian State, wish the problem of the Middle
East and the conflict between Arabs and Israelis would go away and
may even believe, to some extent, that the only reason the U.5. is
providing the measure of support that it does, is because of internal
pressures,

While this is an, admittedly, pessimistic view the whole question of
the mood and climate of the country at this point in time - the public
opinion polés notwithstanding — deserves more careful analysis and as-
sessment far beyond the analysis of the Abourezk fiasco here.

We will keep you advised of any further developments and the outcome of
discussions among the several agencles.

Warm regards.

55/ea

cc: Justin Finger Jerry Bakst
Zev Furst Robert Kohler
Mort Kass David Lehrer

David Brody
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By PETER BLAKE
E Newn Sdall

Sen. James-Abourezk, attacking the “Israeli
lobby™ and urging tolerance for minority views
.on the Middle East, won a generally favorable
response from 700 Colorado Demecrats attend-
ing the annual Jefferson-Jackson Day dinner
Saturday night at the Denver Hilton.

The South Dakota Democrat, whose selection
as speaker divided the party all last week, wona
standing ovation after his address, aithough
there were pockets of people who sat on their
hands.

A single heckler in the back of the room inter-
rupted his speech in the middle, but there was no
walkout. - e

whole dispute had been staged in order to sell
more tickets. That may not have been the mo-
tive, but that was the resuit. Party spokesmen
said about 150 more people purchased the $15
. lickets this year than last. r
_* The freshman senstor said he felt “somewhat
-like Elizabeth Taylor's seventh husband - 1

o TV

“~ know what I've been called oa to do, but T don't_

“* know how to make it interesting.”
- That turned out not to be a problem. He gave a
" Socular review of the past week, during which he
" was invited to the dinner, aimest uninvited be-
_pause of his pro-Arab views {he's of Lebanese
. ancestry), then told he'would have to debate a
© pro-Israel speaker, and finally assured he could
- _speakalone after all. e o e
©. - Sen. Gary Hart's office should have been more
suspicious when it issued the invitation, he said.
© “Not many US, senators carry a ski mask
. arcundin their suit pockets.”
. After a few more one-liners, Abourezk
't launched into his text which, as he warned it
- . would at a press conference Friday, varied from
| the usual party boesterism typical of fund-rais-
. ingdinners. :
“I3 this then the party of Jeiferson and Jack-
:  son that-would first invite, then seek to disinvile
i - aDemocratic U.8. senator40 a Democralic func-
. tion beeause it disagrees with his alleged position
¢ onmatters of national interest?" be asked.
- Hesaid it was “very strange'’ that at leas one

P

v grounds he wasn't sulficiently pro-Israel.

“I gave an oath to support the United States,
but 1 am not willing to swear my allegiance to
Israel or any foreign government;' he said to ap-
plause, o ;

His most putspoken critic during the past
week, Arnie Zaler of the local branch of the Zie-
nisi Federation, was scheduled to meet with
Abourezk after his speech. ;

- -.._I-.

Abourezk began in a light mn mjggesting'the :

- Colorado Democrat his appearance on-

mocratic ovation

The senator repeated his statement Friday*
thal Pzlestinians should be entitled to & “na-
tional entity” in the Middle East similar {o the
one “‘of which they were deprived when they
were driven out of Lsrael in 1548 to .uke room for
the creation of Tsrael."” i i@

Those who dencunce Arab terrorism “‘point-
edly ignore the lerrorism commilted by the
1sraeli government in its bombing of civilian vil-
lages and Palestinian refuges camps in southern
Lebanon,” he said. Aot T

Abourezk noted he has been skeptical for years
of the “extraordinary iniluence’ wielded by the
“sraeli Jobby" in the United States-"Iis ability
to accomplish virtually any legislative feat in-

volving military or economic assistance to israel
-islegend,” hesaid.

Although an ally, Israei is still a foreign power
with its own inlerests, he continued. “For it to
have the enormous legislative influence in the
U.8. Congress that it does is extremely danger-
pus" bepause the 1S, could become “'a captive
of its client state.”

Allowing Israel to “isolate” the nation from
other Middle Eastern countries would serve its
interests but not ours, the senator continued.

It's easier for Americans (¢ criticize their own

.government than Israel’s, he claimed, because
critics are fearful of being characterized as anti-
Semitic,
. *“Just as we have seen U.S. presidents wrap
themselves in the American flag, in efforts (o
stifle criticism of their policies, so do we see a
foreign country wrapping itsell in its state reli-
gion, so thal eriticism of the state or its pelicies is
perceived as a formof racism,” Abourezk said.

He roneeded his speech was “very heavy ma-
terial” for a fupd-raising dinner but said it was
important that “the free exchange of ideas” con-
tinue :

The party cleared aboul $3,000 from the dinober,
or about 5 per cent of its annual budget. Abou-
rezk's remuneration consisted of round-trip
tickets from Washington for him and his wife,
plus hotel costs. Outgoing state chairman Monte
Pascoe said the party's expenses on Abourezk to-

. taled $5H.

Paccoe issued a statement befors the dinner

- noting that the Colorado Demucratic party has

“pever required speakers at its events to agree
with every position the party has iaken, and it
should not.” ;

But he pointed out thal the Demaocratic state

. assembly last Jure ado a position consistent

with the national platform: “The Democratic
party continues its support of efforts to guaran-
tee the survival of Israel as a nation."

o - =t L
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Sot., March 26, 1977, Denver, Calo.

By ALKAMEN
Newa Siall 3

Sen. James Abourezk arrived in Denver
Friday with a "new speech” to give Colorado
Democrals at their annual Jeflerson-Jackson
dinner.

Abourezk, a liberal Demuerat from South
Dakola, said he had planned to give a traditional
parly-boosting address bul changed his mind in
light of recent controversy over his selection as
keynole speaker for the lund-raiser.

Abourezk’s invitalion. extended by slate
Democrals aboul three weeks ago. sparked an
uproar aming pro-lsrael Democrals who threat-
ened to stay away [rom the dinner unless the in-
vitation was withdrawn.

They said the senator’s pro-Arab positions
were conlrary to the parly’s platform, making
him an unacceptable cheice [or &n event
promoling party unity. |

In response to the eriticism, (he committee in
charge of the event first voled either to find
a pro-lsrael speaker to join Abourezk or
to cancel the event. (n Wednesday, the eommil-
tee reversed itsell and decided to stand by the
original. plan to have Abourezy as the only
speaker.

Al a press conference shortly after his arrival,
Abourezk sald the speech ke had planned to give

was “oul of date.” Although he refused 1o reveal -

the specific contents of his new address”it ap-
pezred the speech- might include statements
chastizing those who opposed his invitation.

ad
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Abourezlk to give
Dems’ new speech’

- He said the speech would focus on “some con-

copts of freedom and democracy . . . on cerlain
foreign policy aspects and on the role of dissem
inademocracy,”

He acknowledged that he would *talk briefly”
about the Mideast and the controversy raised by
his invitation.

*1 hope Lthe party and the public will Tind my

- remarks interesting.” he added, perhaps a bit

ominously.

Abourezk said he was surprised and “some-
what puzzled™ by the “vigorous mini protest
againsl my appearance.”

He said criticism over his invitation' hecause
hewas not pro-lsrael” was “something new

“Asa U5 senator, ] had sworn to upnold the
government of the United States, but 1 had not
dreamed that 1 wolld be required to swear alle
giance Lo any other government ™

Abourezk said could recall only two oceasions
where the prospect of his presence as a spealer
sparked significant protest. Once, an invilaticn
to speak at a fund-raiser at Yeshiva University
ta Jewish college in New York) was withdrawn.
And last November, his appearance belore a

- Lebanese group in Rochester, X Y. sparked ©25

calls to the dinner committee and the po-
ce by persons threaienmg to blow up the andi-
'Iﬂrium
He sazid he never “seripusly entertained the
thought of not coming™ to Denver, aithough he
might have decided not to come “had it (the pro-
test) not become public.” Once the public be-

Sl P LI N T
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L.5. Sen. James Abourezk
Democrats to hear “interesting remarks. ™
came aware of lhe controversy.

fre <o e
“lines were drawn.” \.

“The burden of ending the controversy o save
somenne else a measure of embarrassment fell
on my shoulders.” Abourezk said, ndding that
the surden was “more than | was pregared (o
deal with, ™

Abourezk said he was looking forward to a sue-
cesslul dinner, and joked that the controversy
was perhaps a ~Machizvellian ploy 16 mersase
thesize of the crowd ™
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1t our own districts and states and start
_ing al problems on a regional basis.”

Fri., March 25, 1977, Denver, Colo.

‘One thing about Aboure
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their owmn way. ™
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The Abourezk fiasco

THE CHORTLES YOU hear are from
local Republicans delighted with the mess
Colorado Demecrats have made from the
seemingly simple task of inviting a speaker
to their annual fund-raising bash. f

The Dems had hoped to land Vice Presi-
dent Walter Mondale for the dinmer affair
and when he couldn’t make it the scramble
was on for a replacement.

That chore feli primarily to Monte Pas-
coe, state Democralic chairman, and
Elizabeth Richardson, dinner committee
co-chairman. With the help of Sen. Gary
Hart’s office, a number of senators were
asked to speak. Eventually, Sen. James
Abourezk, D-5.D., accepted the invitation.

Abourezk is one of the Senate’s most out-
spoken liberals. He is the leading spokes-
man in Congress for the rights of American
Indians. He has high ratings from organ-
ized labor, and is a strong advocate of the
divestiture of major oil companies.

Excellent credentials for a speaker at a
gathering of the Democratic faithful. Ex-
cept, apparently, for one thing. Abourezk is

. of Lebanese descent and probably the only

senator perceived as favoring the Arabs in
the Middle East dispute,

He r&lﬂm the independence of 1srael,
but has obbed with Yasir Arafal of the
Palestinian Liberation Organization and
voted against the Sinai Agreement.

This s heresy to some local, pro-Israeli
Democrats who threatened to stay away
from the dinner unless Abourezk's invita-
tion to speak was withdrawn,

That 1s a peculiarly provincial position
for members of a political party which has

-long been prideful of tolerating the clash of

wildly divergent viewpoints, -

Of course, anyone has a perfect right not
to spend $15 a ticket Lo hear someone who
ﬁ_:rmlmlizes a point of view repugnant lo

ml i

But, we find it incredible that organizers
of the dinner would succumb ~ albeit tem-
Ferari]:.r - to pressure to dump Abourezk
rom the program. - -

=T ~ The dinner committee voted Tuesday
=== —against-actually disinviting -Abourezk In- -

stead, they decided to find a pro-Israeli

Vot b B

speaker to debate him. Failing that, the .

event was to be canceled.

The tortured reasoning behind this action
1s boggling. Abourezk was not even sched-
uied to talk about the Middle East. But he
wis to be forced to discuss his views on the
subject or nol speak at ail.

Presumably, those who objected to Abou-
rezk’s appearance would let bygones be hy-
gones if the senator was roundly rejoined
on a tepic he never planned to talk about in
the first place.

Abourezk said he would be willing to de-
bate his Middle East views, but added that
“ijt's ahsolutely amazing to me that a small
group is hiolding the state party hostage.”

IT IS AMAZING to us also. And fortu-
nately, not entirely correct. Unabie
Wednesday to find a suitable pro-lsraeli
speaker, Pascoe, Richardson and the din-
ner comumitiee decided to do what they
snould have done from the beginning -~
proceed as originally planned with Abou-
rezk speaking alone.

Perhaps the party ecfiers will be slighted
if 2 sizable number of people stay away
from the dinner in protest. And perhaps
Abgurezk's appearance will damage party
harmony. -

But this is small price to pay for honoring
the simple democratic principle that it is
wrong 1o discriminate .against a man be-
i::ause his foreign policy views are unpopu-

ar.

James Abourezk is not a fanatic scream-
in% for the blood of Israel. His record in
defense of human rights is unassailable..

Colorado Democratic leaders should be
proud to have him as their speaker. He is
perhaps better than they deserve,
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Dems Decide

By TODD PHIPERS %,

Denver Post Political Writer - .
Officials of the Colorado Democratic
party’ reverted o their original plan
Wednesday and decided that they will
have a Jaffe;sun-lanksdn dinner in Denver
Saturday with South Dakota Sen. James
Abourezk as the speaker. 7 .
The decision, ansounced Wednesday af-
ternoon by State Chairman Monte Pascoe,
apparently brings to an end a “weeklong
dilemma for the party over the choice of
the controversial South Dakota Demoeral.

" Abourezk is alieged to be sympathetic
to Arab nations in the Middle East con-

troversy and was the target of protests .

by Israel supporters ameng Colorado
Demiocrals, E i ey it

'THEIR GBJECTIONS set off a chain of
events and attempted solutions, which
included possible cancellation of the din-
ner, rescinding Abotrezk's * invitaticn,
coupling him with a pro-Israel speaker or
retaining the status quo. i

The program committee for the dinner”

instructed Pascoe and Elizabeth Richard-
son, committee cochairman, to find a
speaker to appear with Abcurezk or to
cancel the event, - g

Pascoe said he and Ms. Richardson tried
to find a second speaker, with Abourezk’s

e s | AR RIS F R

Senate Business -.AH'ﬂ]r; a.n_d labar Cammittes which da-
feated mava to kill the bill. {STORIES ON PAGES 4, 22)

on Dinner—With Abourezk

approval, but weren't able to do so. They
decided it would be contrary to the inter-
ests of the party to scrap the dinner en-
il b AR

8o, with the verbal approval of at least
some commitiee members, they returned

- to the original plan.

- IT WAS MY collective sense, aller
talking with a large number of people,
that this was the proper thing to do,”
Pascpe said.

"The biggest factor in the decision not to
cancel the dinner was “that a greal
number of people realized” that such an
action “wasn't consistent with the greal
principles of the party or the nrganiza-
tions” which questioned the choice of
Abourezk, Pascoe added.

He said the South Dakota senator was
informed of the decision “and he's very
pleased.””

Abourezk is prepared fo give “a rous-
ing speech, and he has some good
Republican jokes,” Pascoe said. "It
should be a pleasant evening."”

. THE STATE chairman said he talked
to a “broad ramge of people” before
reaching the decision and found them
“yniformly in favor of going ahead. They
are not interested in denying the podium
o anyone, s

Local pro-Arab and pro-Israel groups

applauded the resolution of the matter
Wednesday.

Rob Prince, chairman of the Palestine
Solidarity Committes of Colorado, said at
a press conference Lhal retention of
Abourezk as the speaker was “a correct
decision.” Efforts to block his appearance
were “a cheap slup in the face to the
senstur and Arab-Americans,” Prince
said,

ARNOLD ZALER OF the Colorade
Zionist Federation said his organization
never was in favor of having the dinner
called off.

Zaler said he thought the choice of
Abourezk was “symbolically bad for the
party,” but he added thal “in no way at
any time have we heen for disinviting
him or cancelling the whole thing.”

Zaler said he thought the controversy
had been blown out of proportion. He said
his main concern was that the wellinten-
tioned protests of an “insensitive” choice
by the party might have been interpreted

. as sfforts to deny free speech,

vis. Richardson said she is hopeful the
dinner, 7 pam. Saturday at the Denver
Hilton, will attract more than the 525 per-
sons who attended the event last year.

Pascoe said he thinks that is likely.
“e've had more than the usual publicity
this year." he said with a smile,
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= ByALKAMEN: &+ - --p.
Bews Stall
Coloracdo Democrats changed their minds
Wednesday and decided to stand by their original
decision to invite a pro-Arab US. senator to
speakat their annual Jefferson-Jaclksan dinner.
The decision reversed one made Tuesday by
the committee in charge of the event. The com-
mittee had voted to have state chairman Monte
Pascoe and dinner eo-chairman Elizabeth Rich-
ardson arrange for a pro-Israel speaker to join
Sen. inmas Abourezk, D-S.D., at the dinner or
cancel it

Pascee said he had been unable to “work out a’

program” for a second speaker but decided it
was best not Lo cancel the event, e

He said the majority of the dinner committee
members polled Wednesday accepted his posi-
tion.

ABOGUREZK'S INVITATION caused an uproar

- among pro-Israel Democrats who threatened to

stay away from the dinner unless the invitation
was withdrawn. i ;

They said Abourezk's pro-Arab positions were
contrary to state and pational party platforms,
making him an unacceptable choice to address a
fund raiser that emphasized party unity.

Pascoe said he had “gotten a broad range of
phene calls uniformly in favor of golng d
with the dinner and not denying the podium to
anyone ™ :

Pascoe’s decision was praised by members of
both Zionist and Palestinian groups.

Bob Prince, chairman of the Palestine Solidar-
ity Coramittee in Colorado, said he was *pleased
with the decision.” He commended the party for
“not buekling under” to pressure from pro-Isras|
members.

Thurs., March 24, 1977, Denver, Colo.
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bourezlk talk alone

~-And Arnald Zaler, director of the Coloradn Zio-

nist Federation, said he thought the was
“doing the right thing * ol

. Zaler said his organization never favored “not
mviting him, althsugh we fell the decision was
insensitive to the feelings” of members of the
Jewish community and pro-Israel Democrats.

ZALER SAID JUDGING FROM the scores of
phone calls, free speech wasn't the central issue.
“'Party activists seemed more upset than Jewish
. . members and most wanted to know why they
were asked to pay to attend a fund raiser when
the speaker didn't reflect the views of the party
au_;lj ‘was retiring from the Senate anyway,” Zaler
said. :

The committee had been engaged for three
days in debate over whether it would be better to
retam&hnu;eaiwrdenyhhnmerigmtu*speak.

_ Mrs. Richardson noted that withdrawing the
invitation would leave the party open to a
“charge that we are denying free speech.”

Pascoe said from the calls he received, he was
“satisfied now that we're going to have a good
dinner.,

“1 would hope that the full and complete dis-
cussion we ve had” would ensure that no one
“would take it (Abourezk's Invitation) as an af-
front.”

Beth Pascoe and Mrs. Richardson said they
weren't aware of Abourezk’s Mideast views
when they extended the invitation.

Mrs. Richardson said about 450 tickets had
been sold to the §15-a-plate affair by Tuesday and
she expected the final count to equal or exceed
last year’s attendance of 525.

(Continped on page 37)

_ﬂb@wez ’

(Continued from page )
PASCOE SAID HE FELT the controversy over
the invitation wouldn't damage party unity, but
-someobservers weren't sure,

.- Some said the latest decision indicated pro-Is-
rael members had “backed down,” but labor
le?ldm denied that was the case.

We had given the Democratic party the
“names of two people who could provide or would
be speakers themselves,™ said John Mrozek,
head of the Denver Area Labor Federation, “As
f;;r as fj.,, know, Pas_-ioq ﬂiﬂ!‘:t contact them be-
use they weren't in liti o
o i c political arena,
- "How can they talk about free s h?"
Mrozek said. “The Democratie party dmeed
with the Colorado Democrat (a weekly paper
now called the Colorado Statesman) and went all
out to Kill i," he said, calling those expressing
concerns over reedom of speech hypocrits,

ANOTHER LABOR SPOKESMAN, Rep.

dress vems

Chuck DeMoulin, D-Deaver, said Abourezk “was, | i

a poor choice to start with” and the decision 19
invite him was an “affront to a group within the
party.” : —

Mrozek and DeMoulin said they didn't to
attend the dinner, and DeMoulin said he IEE:?
it likely demonstrators will protest Abouresi’s
peresence. ;

Pascoe said he didn’t expect any need for exry
security and he wasn't worried about adverge
reactions from the audience. ““These are people
of goodwill." :

Paseoe said Abourezk was “planning on giving
a rousing Democratic speech. My impression is
he wou't be talking about it (the Middle Easty ai-
though there might be a reference toit,”

Should Abourezk touch on his Mideast views
Pascoe said he "“would have no problem issuing 5

statemant” elarifying the party's position on Ts. | 2

rael and the Palestinians,
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Dem Dinner a Mideast Cris

By TODD PHIPERS
Denver Post Political Writer

The Colorado Democratic party's Jeff-
erson-Jackson dinner Saturday will fea-
ture a two-sided discussion of the Middle
East—if there is a dinner. b e

That was the status of the event Wed-
nesday as party leaders attempted 'to
resolve a controversy resulting from the
selection of South. Dakota Sen. James
Abourezk as -featured “speaker for the
dinner.

The cholee of Abourezk was denounced
by pro-Israel Democrats, who charged
that the South Dakota ssnator has been
an opponent of the Jewish state and
therefore was an inappropriate speaker
for a function sponsored by the Colorado
Farty, which supports Israel in its plat-
arm. :

A COMMITTEE in charge of the pro-
gram aliempted to resolve the problem
Tuesday, debaling whether to rescind the
invitation to Abourezk, retain him as the
speaker, couple him with a speaker on
the other side of the issus or cancel the
whaole thing. s ‘

The group whittled those opticns to two
—either cancel the dinner or have Abour-
ez and a pro-lsrael speaker—and put
the decision in the hands of State Chair-
man Monte Pascoe and Elizabeth Rich-
ardson, cochairman of the program com-
mittee,

Abourezk, contacted by Pascce later
Tuesday, agreed to share the podium

with a “sultable" speaker on the other
side of the Mideast jssue.

8o, if Pascoe can find such a speaker
by Wednesday, the dinner is on. If he
can't, the $15-a-plate evant at the Denver
Hilton Hotel is off.

IN EITHER CASE, the original intent
of the dinner iz gone, The event tradition-
ally has served as a unity rally of sorls

.for the party, designed to belster Demo-
cratic spirits and coffers for the cam-
paign ahead. '

“I want {o bave a bappy evening or
no evening at ail,” Pascoe told the com-
mittes Tuesday.

Wiether that is possible with a discus-
sion of an Issue as volatile as the Middle
East situation remains to be seen,

The matter of intent, however, has
been submerged in the identity crisis
which has resulted from the conlroversy.

Commitiee members debated Tuesday

whether the party would be less faithiul

to itself by having the controversial
Abourezk as speaker or denying him
the right to speak.

"WE UNKNOWINGLY caused a prob-
lem,” Ms. Richardson said of the invita-
tion to Abourezk. “It was a mistake and
we are all cognizant of it."" But hy re-
scinding the invitation, she added, “We
are leaving ourselves open fo a charge
that we are denying free speech.”

State Sen. Dick Spash, D-Steamboat
Springs, cemmittee cochairman, suggest-

is

ed that it would be "utmost folly" o re-
tain Abourezk as the only speaker for
the dinner. “Tt doesn't make a damn
bit of sense."

Another commitlee member, Beity
Crist, called the choice of Abourezk “a
sad but very grave error cn the part of
everyone. Let's publicly admit it," but
ot compound the error by keeping him
as speaker, she suggested.

Ms. Crist moved that the invitation
be rescinded, but the motien was de-

feated on @ voice vote, Seash followed
with his suceessful motion to have Pas-
coe and Ms. Richardson settle the matter.
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Abourezk Vows to Speak at Dinner Despite Protests

By TODD PHIPERS
Denver Post Poitlical Writer

1.5, Sen. James Abourezk, D-5.D., said
“uesday he will speak at a Democratic
sarty dinner in Denver Friday, despiie
wmme complaints that he 1s antl-Israel,
aness his invitation is withdrawn.

Aboyresk's scheduled appearance at the
date party’s Jefferson-Jackson dinner
“riday at the Denver Hilton has brought

protests from Jewish groups and other
supporters of lsrael, who claim he has
been pro-Arab and agalsnt the Jewish
state.

The Soulh Dakola senator said in a
telephone inlerview he was aware of the
protests but said he would'nt -withdraw
from the Denver speech unless his invila-
tion was revoked.

“I THINK IT is very unforiunate that a

very small number of people are trying
to hold the Colorado Democratic purty
hostage in this situatlon," Abourcek said.

“It is a vindictive action on the part of
those undertaking the protest. and it
leaves the party kind of helpless in the
situation,”

Abourezk defended his position on Mid-
dle East malters, saying (hat he has
“proper United Stutes interests™ in mind,
rathei’ than being pro-Israel or pro-Arab,
“That position doecs not happen Lo agree
with that of the Isracli lolby."

Although he said be originally intended
o limit his Denver spesch “to the kinds
of things you say al Democratic dinners,”

.the senator, who is of Lebanese heritage,

said he might aller that plan if his ap-
prarance isi't canceled.

AEQUEEZR SAID he is considering dis-
cussing the Middle East “'not only to clar-

_ily my positon but olso to let peaple

know what the problem is in the Middle
Eazt"

The oulspoken senalor charged that
“oagple who call themselves supporters
of Israc] are alraid to debate.” The can-
troversy that has arisen over his Denver
speech “is a symplom of the fear on the
part of lsrael's supporters to allow a
debale on the situation,” he said.

Monte Pascoe, state Democralie chair-
man, said Tucsday that Abouregk's ap-
pearance ab the Denver dinncr probably
would be declded later in the day.

THE COMMITTEE urganizing the din-

ner met to discuss the problem Monday
night but delayed action en a motion by
one member, Betty Crisl, to withdraw
Abourezk’s invitation. That motion was to
be considered at another meeting of the
committee Tuesday. _
‘“We're trying to determine what the
proper thing Is lo do,” Pascoe said,

The state’ chairman said some concern’

about Abourezk's. appearance was ex-
pressed last week and opposition “kind of
snowballed” over the weekend and Mon-
day.

Pascoe said he had been in touch with
Abourezk and had informed him of the
problem.

ONE OF THOSE who expressed con-

cern, Pascor said, was Arnold Zaler,.

director of the Colorado Zionist Federa-
tion, who was “disappointed” by the
choice of the speaker. Pascoe said he has
and ‘'very constructive conversations"
with Zaler and that they had talked about
the possible conflict belween Abourezk's
alieged stance and the Democratic party
platiorm,

" Zaler and others **were concerned &bout
this and the symbolism of it Pascoe
said.

Abourezk sald he doesn't think he i in
conflict with that part of the platiorm
which supports the continuation of Israsl
as a state.

Ilg added that “one of the basle {enels
of the Democratic party is freedom of
speech. I certainly support that,” he said.
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STATEMENT BY SENATOR JAMES ABOUREZK

SICUX FALLS, RAPID CITY, SCUTH DAKCTA - MCNDAY, JANUARY 24, 1977

I am announcing today that I will not be a candidate for re-election to the United
States Senate in 1978. I have spent long, sometimes painful hours discussing this de-
cision with my family and my staff. But in the end it was a decision which had to be made,
and could only be made, by my wife and me together,

I have been active in politics since 1968, When I ran for the House of Representa-
tives in 1970, and again for the Senate in 1972, [ made only one promise -- I promised
that I would work as hard as I knew how to represent the people of South Dakota, I believe
I have fulfilled that promise.

But [ have fulfilled it at great cost,
During the time I have served our State I have had, to my sorrow, to watch my

children grow up from a distance. I have seen my wife and my children endure, in
silence, while my work has kept me from fulfilling my responsibilities to my family.

While I consider it the public duty and responsibility of every citizen to work for . 2

the benefit of others within our society, I have another duty -- a duty which I have neg-
lected -- and that duty is to my family.

Together, Mary and I have decided to live more normally as a family, to put our
children through college, and to try to know our grandchildren better. We have decided,
after eight years of truly fulfilling, but personally draining public service, that it is time
to meet our responsibilities to one another, and to our children. These are the respon-
sibilities I will assume when my term in the United States Senate ends two years from
now.

Some have told me that I could spend much less time on my Senate duties, more
tirne at horne, and still remain in the Senate. I do not believe this. I have always given
a total comrnitment to this job. I could not, and would not, give it anything less.

Cthers have suggested that I should wait until next year to announce my decision ‘
not to seek re-election. But I believe this would be dishonest. My Party, the Democratic
Party, has a great many capable men and women, people who are willing to offer their
talents to the citizens of this State. They deserve the opportunity to prepare themselves
for public service free of uncertainty about my own future intentions.

I have considered the time I have spent in public service to be a contribution to my
State, to my country, and to its people. I came into politics with the idea that I had a con-
tribution to make. I never had the idea that I should perpetuate myself in office. I realize
that it has become normal procedure for those successfully elected to office to run for
term after term. The temptationis great, and few are able to resist it. But I've never
believed that I am indispensable.

I have sought especially to help those citizens without the wealth or power to
easily secure the good things in life for themselves. But I believe others can provide
that help as I did.

What troubles me most about the decision I announce today is not some exaggerated
view of my own worth. Itis rather the hundreds of truly good friends and supporters
whose encouragement has sustained me in this job, and whose disappointment I feel so
heavily., To them, and to the dedicated staff that has worked so capably for me and for
the people of South Dakota, I can only say that I know they will understand. This has been
5 difficult decision, a very personal decision, a decision I had to make and one which I
1 anly hape any fricnds will underatand,
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