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His Excellency
The Minister of De fence State
Moshe Dayan

Tel Aviv

My first duty afler my arriving in the Monastery is to express to
Your Excellency first my thanks all the Israel Government and the Army
about your useful support and aid which you gived (gave) to monks and Arabs
of Gibalya trade (tribe) tc spinning (stopping) the fire and lor all that I beg

you to accepl my congratulations,

Archbishop of Sinai, Grigorios
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To Her Excellency
The Prime Minister of Israel
Mrs. Golda Meir

at Tel Aviv

Your Excellency,

Remaining nee (now) in Cairo I informed Oy Proyier that a great fire was
exeited (started) to our on Sinni Monastery of Sainta Catherina. The remors (rumours)
were many and it was not possible to know the truth. Radios were one agrinst the
other and for that reason 1 took the plane for Athens and from there to Tel Aviv

Jerusalem because the Greek Ambassador of Church informed (me) in (the)

airport of Athens that they gave (the) order to {the) Greek Consul of Jerusalem to
come in ito) (the) Monastery to sec nlso the tamages of the fire arnd the Greek Orthcdox
Patriarch of Jerusalem His Beatitude Monseigneur Benedictos had expressed his
£l will (-ingness) to come here to see also the peality of the different infurmations.
I arrived at (on) 1 December, the next day of the fire and all by (with) the acconipany
of His Nobless, the Brigadier-General Gazit and Mr, Larg, we arrived at one o'clock .
in the Monastery andwe find (found) all the monks in good health and they explained
tngﬂll at the beginning and to myself after the departure of my company how was
gpinning (stopped) the fire and (how) great and important help gave your Government
to the monks and to the Arubs of the tribal (tribe) of Gibalaya by soldiers by helicopters,
and in some hours the fire was siping (stopped). For that reason and what say (was said)
to me (by) the General Gazit about the reconstruction of the Monastery, I'am not only
obliged to send this letter but also to express our gratefulness for what you have done L=
and to thank (you) for coat (what) he has proposed (to) mie if we shall have the aid of

Israel State and, 1 remain always and special prayer to (the) Almighty for you,

The Archbishop of Mount Sinai Gregorios
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Sous les auspices de Caritas Catholica

Mgr Raya évoque les problémes des minorités
chrétiennes en Palestine

Dans }o vaste programme d'en-jgue les Arales chrétlens devien- r»

traides organisd E;u- Caritns L‘*a.-nnent un llen, un pont avec les L’obstacle latin
thollen de Belglgue, lea minorités)auires Arabes Il ¥ a des posaiblii-
arabes et chrétiennes d'lsrag] re-|tés trés copcrétea. Grice & l'alde
colvent leur part de ¢ projets do)Vvenous de Belgique, oo conatrult
| développement ». Parmi les plus|un home pour vielllards. Nous enf. 4y sncore, dit-fl, on essale
\importantes initiatives en cours,|avions besoin. Les musulmans euxiy ™ . h.ter mes fidéles, A tel
|notons la création d'un centre de|8ussi en sont dépourvus. Four ré-| e o0 jlen g 4 préfire

formation pour infirmiéres et aj-|pondre aux besolns concrels, un e : m&fﬁfﬁu—a—“ﬂ?ﬁ
des familiales. comité musulman puis un comité %rﬁﬁ_ﬂiﬁ-&ﬂh
Pour remercier tous ceux quj|9ruze "E’”?t criés, j'"‘éﬂ“:ﬁﬂfg din dn TTEL@?JHWHET

ont coatribudé & amdllorer le sort portes de la malson i B Chagua nnomnco, Wﬁ?:l

| Il al donnd tne appelmtion
de mas tiddles, Mgr Joseph Roya et . (font des dons dnr:c-rﬂ. pour gu'ls-
est venu passer quelques jours Lulplua universelle : € Maison de la

rafl puisse planter des foréta,
Belgique. Dans une conférence de i i C'est évidemment trés bien, t je
presse, organlsée & I'initiative de| A Nazareth, Il y & tant deime rijouls de cetto bonne action

Caritas Cathollea, 'évéque de On-| E085e8 qui traloent dans eS8 rued len faveur des juifs. Mals ia répa-
lilée s'est effored de foire conpal-|Je voudrals, dans In méme opll-ite et je rapelle qu'll exiate aussl
[tre les durs problémes auxquels|que ouverte, construlre un orphe-ides chrétiens arabes gqul ont be-

i L_{gi;g_r;m_!rmnﬁ%}.u linat et je suls en Belgigue pour|eain de compréhension et de se-
[nrabes et chriétlennes ' THrail, solllciter alde nécessalro. cours,

Mgr Joseph Raya. archevéque Mgr faya devait ﬂ-'liﬂﬂ'éﬂ ier
lau dioctse de St-Jean —d'Acce,| Participation de I'Etat ijnrut du probiéme de(Jéru-
. - Tdonne

Evogquant lss problémes avea
les chrétiens latins, Mgr Raya ne
miche guére sea mola, Au-

= Halfa, Nazareth et Galilée, se snlam,J A cette guestion, -1117-
trouve en Israil depuls 1968 oh 1 S In '-“'EF‘?“EE{ *'I‘-;'I-‘1 ]ﬂ:‘ d‘f;.l:"l-
a succédé A Mgr Hamkim, Tac- uwite au mioistre laratlien des re-
tue! Patriarche da I'Eglise catho- smm n,:_f,_-,,lt tinn \.E {liglons. Moise est mort, Mahomet
lgua de rite gréco-melkite (M- prrnnne. 'ﬁ‘,h‘pmd..n les exigenn-| et mort lul aussl, Mals ma rell-
moa V). Jt.a_q, de critkres znn' as toujours| Glon est celle d'un vivant. Sur ls
Division des chrétiens, unitd d remplies par una Initiatives, tou- lm[au;:au r!le m.l?ll qu jﬁdm'ﬁé 1=
fa o't #n brel 1 tes les promesses ne soot pas|vols inscrit o« 11 @St Deasuscile 3.
|éL:l,1'L=ﬁuH mﬂiara:i, micnslm tonfours honorées, J'al déerly &|Alors, pour mol, pour qui le

olentre les minorités, ralations dif M:;L ey 1md"-'3 lﬂlﬂlﬂ' Elﬂ'lﬂ est Pﬂ-rluu't. 1l m'est & J
-:.‘-t‘n:tlu cotre chrétiens orientaux e i grikpedizes
2! . : Eila en a pleurd et exigé la cons- s-a mes-ulem
et occidentaunx volld gul suscitef, - d'appartements décents.|d¢ cnillouns de cnllloueMol, 18 !3 u:lu ChrL=lt.
La promesse a &té falte 1l y & et Ie Christ eslqu

0lchez Mgr Raya le réve da voir se

,ru;gll-'g:-r unes mutheatigus2 fraternl- : = =
[té entra des chrétiens latins et T;::EE mh.nrr;ﬁt:cjcg::& Bﬂ,f: E:il':.
]:Jﬂrntuu_‘L . : s

e Golda Me a @
s darité {ulve gul est poor Jul un m'lnnl-l' iolda Mo - sﬂuhaltfsccgun: —
§|exemple ftonnant, Une cortaine communion se o

| entra arabes chritiens et musul-
\Les drames du prosélytisme mans, et 1a création  de LB
- E 'Tarnfl n_copatitue un facleur po-|
v gue 1'on mnit pea cher nous|aitif dons e DrogTis. M-.'ll-mﬂrm:.l'
- TELEnS ATA ) inuente lea musulmans, }E!I'
Ein u..rﬂu du pays, sont dooihenti-| mange avec eux, e visite 'leurs
| qies descenimnts (CAbralnm. Dé-| maisons, J'al falt récemment ual,
Bl au ibe midele, (o connalssent)disepure dans une da leurs mos-|
flgependagt la_pciss dop divisionsiquées. Clest la plus beau discours)
3 chriticones. Catholigues of pro- entendu depuls loagtemps, a-t-on|,
Jltestantg s'elforcent de converti 8 |gentiment fait remarguer, Ce qul
leur rite ou A leur Eglise les chré-(gp fait  pvee les musulmans it
.;.“”15 orientaux. Celte sorte dr‘lr- allse de la méme maniéra avec
B

concurrence  enire  chrdtiens 2l lew  Druzes.

tradult avjourd’hut piar des famil-| . |
; Bph Avec los Julfs aussi un rappro-|.
a8 divisées ol 'un eat cathodaue,| .=

: o chement est possible. Ils affir-
'autre baptiste, le troisiéme mé- T v e B ¥
| thadists, iu,!m]h‘i hul encore, ce ment 11ﬁéq|ummr_nt ne pas éfre

50 nrosélytisme continue, et l‘om opte ovientaux, mals en réalité s le:

25 snlvant les avantpges proposss, Eﬂrm 1:'11;';”[';1;“3;&&“2:; Tmm:q“
50 i
;I,“._ -:on:!ﬂ L“:‘. f{“":“ itéa ":“'“lm’ arnbes  s'dpanoulssent, l:f,ut mlz

¢ =T :r““n:“. g |fiément blen ponitt pm.rr rap- |

“hn e ——
_:_-_. 'E‘t prochamr_nh = —_
Cra tlﬂl.ll‘.h mt crié et conti-
Auen: u1 un grand désarrol
o8 chrétions  orlentaux, JE n'en sersl pas i
gur les atins, demandes Mpgr|Jjour viendra, D'allleurs, la- jeunes-|,
l’uyn. ne serions-nous done pas de| 5@ n'en 'ﬂut plus. Et ce best DRR|)
|vreals fréres 7 H-E‘T-f- relle i MED 16
a a 1
9 | SARKRORE,ON: i d'autant (oo nFaaces extérieuren, ‘
| plus douloureuss que ]F; ArgIH*!# G
chrétiens sont aiil (o170 o Ml FUVY (] - = =

|moins_d'une nu',ntnilﬂui.lﬂﬂ_l"_?" ]
Bntre o it dana
pntre frare

- (fenf pas et lorgent affiue. La
A |solidnrité chrétienne est beaucoup
“- |moion perceptible.  Déa lors, face
A« L pee uifs de plus en plis §FFTS
ur’ parfaitement organists, consclenta |

h :‘:EHEZEE[IF_ Eogf:ng-EE:[-ﬁ
iretlens _pe senient doublement

pAGVTES,

:?. W‘am gonnalssent
.m-lh G pourralent béndticler
tx des clubs, écoles, logements, crééa
& par les jJuifs; xw%wt
- | ey portea leur son ermien. Jo
‘ﬁ,uniq TEries me Tejouir de Il fra-
al| ternitd des réalisations entre|
fuifs, soulizns Mgr Raya. La bien|
aldfnlt & un @&lrg humain, c'esy A
Dley gquion e falt. Mais 11 faut|
waf cOmMprendre que jo puls aussl étre|
J jafoux, mals aussl inguiet, .car
xijemedemandp ofl gont mes
tifrérey T i;lu_,ﬂl___l.u._m.u-ml-l-_'-
i= | CATELin R, 1|!1]||."r1_ T Ja suls
o mblnble :., ane, La lamps A

{12 main, je cherche non un homre,
{mnls la fraternitéd chrétienne, |

Le conflit politique

Cetta situation, diéja difficile
par clle-méme, est compliquée en-
gcore par le conflit lsradlo-Arabg.)

Loz Arileg chretens, dit Mgr
Rava, ng sont ceries pas responza-
bles de lan erise, ayant toujours
vécu en harmonle avee lea julls el
les musulmans, Les vrals respon-
sahbles sont les Europ
lnissk &¢ developper upoe sltuation
ponérnirice oo Misere. e |'on
sOnge AUX ueles dd Liban, mux
h‘fng'um de &3.[!”!" TITVER 'ﬂr
\wurs terres et wvivant musérabile
r'nf'u[ & delix pas 08 I00Fa angien-

nés propridtia.

" D'aulre part, Jes Arabes chri-
ns cralgnent 'lnfluence dea au-
s Arabea Four ma part, N
scihaiterais gqua dés & présent, on
\‘;llnbc.n_- pour guérir les ceeura et

t.
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ESTTA (1.12.71)

THE FIRE OF SINA

We must applaude the gesture of the Israeli Minister General Dayan and the |
Chief of Staff Ceneral Leiv, under the supervision of which a swarm of mili tary .
helicopters succeeded in putting of the fire, which broke out in the Monastery f
of St. Catherine of the Mount of Sinai, before the destruction of the most ’

valuable and precious for the Orthedoxy treasures that are to be found in its '
Library.

As to the rebuilding of the destroyed parts of the Menastery, which General |
Dayan was willing to assume as well, we think that this is a work to be assumed |

by the Greek Govermuent which, being the protector of Urthodexy, must pay for
the expenses after thanking Israel heartily.
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10 Uis Excellency

The Brigadier-General Solomon Gazit
Military Director of Sinai Area
Israal

Dear Sir and honorable friend,

AfRter expreessiog once more my thanks for what yoa have done to

eping (extinguish) the fire in our Holy and very old Monastery which Is not

only a Holy Place but also a great archaeological museur (museum) which

(is of) interest (to) all the world. Iam obliged to write to Your Excellancy

this letter in few lines and to oxplain what happened after your departure from
our Holy Monastery at the day on which you and the His Beatituds and his
company visited the Monastery. Belore the sun set of that day I eollocted the
Holy Council of our Mouastery and 1 asked to sive me an explanation on the
history of the fire which happened on the 30 of last Nevember, They immediately
gove me procde verlal oy essay ghout it which they had mnde the 1 of December
for the History of the Monasterr and explanation to me and all the other members
of the Sinai fraternity, Afer this we spoke about the beginning of reconstruetion
and we discussed all the problems about it and as the results of all it was the
decision that it is nacessary Instead to return at 24 Pebruary as it was my shape
(hope) to leave the Monastery im mediately afier the Feast of St, Catherine, which
l; at 8 December and go to Athena for energios conforming the decision to the
construction of the fired section of (the) Monastery in time, as is the decision of
the Greek Goverument and to be in contact with all brothers who are outside the
Mounastery for giving information and resolved the problems of them because (it)

I8 & more easier the contact by them from Athens and to be also near doctor as
I am now in the period of

For that reason I accepted the proposition of them and I informed the special
Army offlcer, Mr. Daniol, to energy (work) for my departure in 9 or the tenth

of December and 1 write to you to Efw that I shall leave from the Monastery of
&t, Catherine and I shall return“:

8 goon as poseible In the nearest future and
1 remain always your best frlend, A

5 Decomber 1871

The Archbishop of Sinal Gregorios I
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To His Excellency

The Brigadier-General Solomon Gaxit
Military Director of Simai Ares
Israel

Dear Sir and honorable friend,

ARer expresaing once more my thanks for what you have done to
sping (extinguish) the fire fa our Holy and very old Monustery wiich I8 not
only 2 Holy Place but also a great archasological museur (museum) which
(is of) interest (to) all the world. I am obliged to write to Your Excellency
this letter in (ew lines and to explain what happened after your departure from
our Haoly Monastery at the day on which you and the His Beatitude and his
company vialted the Monastery. Before the sun set of that day I collected the
Holy Council of our Monastery and [ asked to give me an explanation on the
history of the fire which happeped on the 30 of last November, They immediatoly
gave me prooe verbal or essay ghout it which they had made the 1 of December
for the History of the Monastery and explanation to me and all the other members
of the Sinaf fraternity. After this we spoke about the beginning of reconstruction
and we discussed all the problems about It and ag the results of all it was the
decision that it ls necessary instead to veturn at 24 FPebruary as it was my shape
(hope) to leave the Monastery immedistely after the Feast of 8t. Catherine, which
llnlmumhrlndpmmnorcurﬂlmrmm;mdnﬂunh_th
construction of the fired section of (the) Monastery in time, as is the decision of

. the Greek Goverament and to be in contact with all brothers who are outside the

Monsstery for giving information and resolved the problems of them because (it)
is & more easier the contact by them from Athens and to be also near doctor as
I am now In the peried of

For that reason I accepted the proposition of them and I informed the special
Army officer, Mr. Daniel, to enargy (work) for my departure in 9 or the tenth
of December and 1 write to you to know that I shall leave from the Monastery of
St. Catherine and I shall return ... as soon as posafble in the nearest future and
I remain always your best friend,

5 Decomber 1971 The Arohbishop of Sinal Gregorios 11
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To His Excellency

The Brigadier-General Solomon Gazit
Military Director of Sinal Avea
lsrael

Dear Sir and honorable friend,

Aler expressing once more my thanks for what you have done to
sping (extinguish) the fire in our Holy and very old Momastery which is not
only a Holy Place but also a great archaeclogical museur (museum) which
{is of) intevest (to) all the world. Iam cbliged to write to Your Excellency
this letter (n fow lises and to explain what happened after your departure from
our Holy Monastery at the day on which you and the His Deatitude and his
company visited the Monastery. Belore the sun set of that dey I collected the
Holy Counell of our Monastery and | asked to give me an explanation on the
history of the fire which happened on the 30 of last November. They immediately
mmcmﬂtﬂnﬂ*#ﬂﬂﬂhtﬁrylﬂmﬁtﬂlnﬂ“ﬂn
for the History of the Monastery and eoplanation to me and all the other members
of the Sinai fraternity. ARer this we spoke about the beginning of reconstruetion
and we discussed ail the problems about it and as the results of all it was the
Mﬂunﬁﬂﬂhmm“hﬂuﬂﬂ?ﬁhﬂﬂuummylm
(hope) to leave the Monastery immediately after the Feast of 5t. Catherine, which
is at § December and go to Athens lor energles conforming the declsion to the
cousiruction of the fired pection of (the) Monastery in time, as is the decision of
the Greek Goverament and to be In contact with all brothers who are outside the
Monastery for giving laformation and resolved the problems of them because (It)
is = more easier the contact by them from Athens and to be also near dootor as
I am now in the period of

For thal reason | accepted the proposition of them and 1 informed the special
Army officer, Mr. Daniel, to energy (work) for my departure in 9 or the ténth
of December and [ write to you to know that | shall leave from the Mouastery of
5t. Catherive and I shall return ... a5 soon as possible in the nearest future and
I remain always your best friend,

5 Deocember 1971 The Archbishop of Sinal Gregorios 1l
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ATHENS NEMS (5-6 Pecember 1971)

PALAMAS ON ST. CATHERYNE'S MONASTERY FIRE

The Greek Foreign Undersecretary, Christian Xanthopoules-Pala=as
referring to the recent fire at 5t.Catherine's smomastery in Sinai
yasterday nmde the following statement:

“The assistance which the Tsraeli authorities gave fro the putting out
of the fire at the Simai Monastery has beem appreciated in Greece.

“Our diplematic representative in Israel has been instructed to exjyress
the thanks of the Greek Covermment.

"Horeover, the Creek government will wndertake both the work and the
expenditure for rebuilding the burmed parts of the monastery. .

"Already Oreek techmicians, bave been ordered to ge to the spot
in order to assess the damage and draw up the rebulldimg plans."




TITRES: "Un cardinal accuse Tsrael d'aveir lancendié le monasteére”.
"Le Orand Incendie au Simai, acte volentaire?®
"Des enquétes seromt menfies pour 1'incendie”

1e Caire

Le Cardinal stefames, Fatriarche Cathelique Cepte, & accusé hier Tasrael
pour avelr incendié le Memastire helleme-orthedexe de Sta Catherine au Simai.

te Cardinal Stefancs a ajouté que 1'incendie a été provoqud volemtairement
par Israel afin de réussir i waler las cellections de valeur inestimable.

1e Cardinal s'est referd 4 13 incendie de la Meaquée El Aksa 4 Jerusalem
ainsi gu'an vel de diadime de la Madene d'une église, aprds 1'eccupation
faraélienne.

*Lo mande deit agir afinm que ees crimes répdtds, arrdtent” a dit le
Cardinal. .

(Nouvelle parie dans tous les jowrmawx du 2.12.71 transmise jar
0.%., A.P, et Reuters)

L'evéque Origorios Masmatopoulés, supérieur de Meonastdre de Ste Catherine
a déclaré au Caire qu'il a appris la nouvells de 1'incendie "aveg herreur.
Crigories gui dirige les affalres da Nemastére depuis 40 ans, do son sidge au
Caire, a ajouté qu'il desanders am Ceuvernement Hellénique d'emveyer immédia-
tement sur place une missien consulaire pour mefier une enguite étant doané
que jammis, durant la lomgue histéire du Memastdre, 11 n'y a pas eu d'incendis.

L'archav@que dexandera de méme que des missiens spéciales de la Creix Rouge,
et de 1'Unesco, gparantissent la sauregarde des trésers archacelogiques du

Honastére.
(Nouvelle publife dans toute la Presse 2.12.71)

Le NEA POLITIA (2.12.71) oot informé gque le Revérand Grigories est passé
er par Athénes ot qu'il a jté ‘par ¥.¥alamidas, Directeur des Affaires
Beclésiastiques du Hinistire des : Ftrangbres. los deax hommes mt
tés pendant treis heuren dans la salle efficielle de 1'aérepert. L'archevique
a (quitté Athénes 4 § heares du sodr. On n'a rien si sw son emtretiem avec
M. Xalamidas.

VINA (2.12.71) écrie:

A Athénes n déclaralt hier gue du cité des autorités grecques toutes les
demarchos jréliminaires emt été faitss powr accorder au MNonastéire 1'alde neces-
saire 4 la restamration des déglts causés par l'incendie, ot le sauvetape des
trésors historiques 'y trouvant. hn teut cas, jusqu'hier seir le Minlsthre
des Affaires Etramgires n'avait pas emecors recn .une demande de la part de 1°
krchovique du Menastdre pour 1'enveli au Sinai d'une mission consulaire hellénique.




Le jouwmnal NEA (2.12.71) a mentiomné entre autpes la cause de 1'incendie.
n certain noabre de journdux ont conamc#é des articles historiques sur
le Monastére tels: ELEFTHEROS EOSHOS (8.12.71), NEA POLITIA (4.12.71)
MAKEDONIA (3.12.71) et ELLINTEOS VORRAS (3.12.71)

Par ailleurs la presse du 5 décembre 4 transmis la déclaration dn Scus-
Secrétaire d'Etat aux Affaires Etrangéres, M. Palasas selon laguelle en
Gréce on apprécie 1'alde portée par Fsrael pour 1'extinction de I'incendie.
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To His Excellency

The Brigadier-General Solomon Gazit r. SAA
Military Director of Sinai Area ] / )
Israel

Dear Sir and honorable friend,

After expressing once more my thanks for what you have done to
sping (extinguish) the fire in our Holy and very old Monastery which is not
only a Holy Place but also a great archaeological museur (museum) which
(is of) interest (to) all the world. I am obliged to write to Your Excellency
this letter in few lines and to explain what happened after your departure from
our Holy Monastery at the day on which you and the His Beatitude and his
company visited the Monastery. Before the sun set of that day I collected the
Holy Couneil of our Monastery and I asked to give me an explanation on the .
history of the fire which happened on the 30 of last November, They immediately
gave me proce verbal or essay about it which they had made the 1 of December
for the History of the Monastery and explanation to me and all the other members
of the Sinai fraternity. After this we spoke about the beginning of reconstruction
and we discussed all the problems about it and as the results of all it was the
decision that it is necessary instead to return at 24 February as it was my shape
(hope) to leave the Monastery immediately after the Feast of St, Catherine, whieh
is at 8 December and go to Athens for energies conforming the desision to the
construction of the fired section of (the) Monastery in time, as is the decision of
the Greek Government and to be in contact with all brothers who are outside the
Monastery for giving information and resolved the problems of them beeause (it) .
is ® more easier the contact by them from Athens and to be also near doctor as
I am now in the period of

For that reason 1 accepted the proposition of them and I informed the special
Army officer, Mr. Daniel, to energy (work) for my departure in 9 or the tenth
of December and I write to you tclp know that I shall leave from the Monastery of
St. Catherine and I shall raturnr.. .I :B :onn as possible in the nearest future and

I remain always your best friend,

5 December 1971 The Archbishop of Sinai Gregorios 11
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NEA POLITIA (3.12.71)

S S i B - S S S s, B e e

C'est heureux gue les tré§sors du St. lMomastdre du Simai

ont été épargnga de l'incendie, gr*ace & sen extinction
immédiate, Indépendemment du fait 8i oui ou nom l'imcendie
était d*ue & un acte intentiommel - pas en tout 8 &

Qut _Q&as a
dsrael, comme il a été proclime par le Cardinal eatholigue
eopte - 11 s'impese gue les erganisesmes internationaux compé—
m—nmﬁ‘ Croix Rouge, ainsi que la Grace
manifestent un intér*et spéeial afin d'assumer de tout

danger les trésors inestimables adu Monastére,

En ce gui eeomcerne la Gréce, nous semmes informés gu'elle

a immédiatement répondu 2 +'&ppel de son devoir histerique

et gue les Autorités helléniques ont pris toutes les mesures
préliminaires mécessaires dans le but d'elder & la réparatio
des dég”ats et la garde des trésors, - '







ATHENS NEWS (5-6 December 1971)

PALAMAS ON ST. CATHERINE'S MONASTERY FIRE

The Greek Foreign Undersecretary, Christian Xanthopoulos-Palamas
referring to the recent fire at St.Catherine's momastery in Sinai
yesterday made the following statement:

"The assistance which the Israeli authorities gave fro the putting out
of the fire at the Sinai Monastery has been appreciated in Greece.

"Our diplomatic representative in Israel has been instructed to express
the thanks of the Greek Govermment.

"Moreover, the Greek government will undertake both the work and the
expenditure for rebuilding the burned parts of the monastery.

"Already Greek technicians, have been ordered to go to the spot
in order to assess the damage and draw up the rebuilding plans."







TITRES: "Un cardinal accuse Israel d'aveir incendié le menastére".
nLe Grand Incendie au Sinai, acte volentaire?"
"Des enguétes seront mendes pour 1'incendie"

Le Caire

Le Cardinal Stefanes, Patriarche Cathelique Cepte, a accusé hier Israel
pour aveir incendié le Menastére helleno-orthodoxe de Ste Catherine au Sinai.

Le Cardinal Stefanes a ajouté gque l'incendie a été provequé velentairement
par Israel afin de réussir & veler les cellectiens de valeur inestimable.

Le Cardinal s'est referé & 1! incendie de la Mesquée El Aksa & Jerusalem
ainsi qu'au vel de diadéme de la Mademe d'une église, aprés 1l'eccupatien
israélienne.

WLe monde doit agir afin que ces crimes répétés, arrétent" a dit le
Cardinal.

(Nouvelle parfle dans teus les jeurnaux du 2.12.71 transmise par
U.P., A.P. et Reuters)

L'evéque Grigories Maratopoulos, supérieur du Monastére de Ste Catherine
a déclaré au Caire qu'il a appris la nouvelle de l'incendie M"avec herreur®.
Grigoeries qui dirige les affaires du Monastére depuis 40 ans, de sen sieége au
Caire, a ajouté qu'il demandera au Couvernement Hellénique d!enveyer immédia-
tement sur place une missien consulaire pour mener une enquéte étant denné
que jamais, durant la lengue histdire du Memastére, il n'y a pas eu dlincendie.

L'archevéque demandera de méme que des missions spéciales de la Creix Reuge,
et de 1'Unesco, garantissent la sauvegarde des trésors archacologiques du
Monastére.

(Neuvelle publiée dans toute la Presse 2.12.71)

Le NEA POLITIA (2.12.71) est informé que le Revérfind Grigeries est passé
hier par Athénes et qu'il a été recu par M.Kalamidas, Directeur des Affaires
Ecclésiastiques du Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres. Les deux hommes ont discu-
tés pendant trois heures dans la salle officielle de 1'aérepert. L'archevéque
a quitté Athénes i 8 heures du seir. On n'a rien sii sur sen entretien avec
M. Kalamidas.

VIMA (2.12.71) écrit:

A Athénes on déclarait hier que du cété des auterités grecques toutes les
demarches préliminaires ont été faites pour accorder au Monastére l'aide neces’
saire A la restauration des dégits causés par 1llincendie, et le sauvetage des
trésors historiques s'y trouvant. En tout cas, jusqu'hier seir le Ministére
des Affaires Etrangéres n'avait pas encere regu une demande de la part de 1!
Archevéque du Menastére pour l'envei au Sinai d'une mission censulaire hellénique.







Le journal NEA (2.12.71) a mentionné entre autres la cause de 1'incendie.
Un certain nombre de jourmaux ont consaeré des articles historiques sur
le Monastére tels: ELEFTHEROS KOSMOS (4.12.71), NEA POLITIA (4.12.71)
MAKEDONTA (3.12.71) et ELLINIKOS VORRAS (3.12.71)

Par ailleurs la presse du 5 décembre a transmis la déclaration du Sous-
Secrétaire d'Etat aux Affaires Etrangéres, M. Palamas selon laquelle en

Grece on apprécie 1'aide portée par Israel pour 1'extinction de 1'incendie.




ESTIA (1.12.71)

THE FIRE OF SINA

We must applaude the gesture of the Israeli Minister General Dayan and the
Chief of Staff General Leiv, under the supervision of which a swarm of military
helicepters succeeded in putting of the fire, which breke out in the Menastery
of St. Catherine of the Mount of Sinai, befere the destruction of the mest
valuable and precieus for the Orthedexy treasures that are te be found in its
Library.

As te the rebuilding ef the destreyed parts of the Monastery, which General
Dayan was willing te assume as well, we think that this is a work to be assumed
by the Greek Gevernment which, being the pretecter of Orthedexy, must pay fer
the expenses after thanking Israel heartily.

w
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To His Excellancy

The Brigadier-General Solomon Gaszit
Military Director of Sinal Area
Israel

Dear 8lr and honorable friend,

After expressing onc® more my thanks for what you have done to
sping (extinguish) the fire in our Holy and very old Monastery which s not
only a Holy Place but also a great archaesological museur (museum) which
{i=s of) interest (to) all the world. I am obliged to write to Your Excellenay
this letter in few lines and to explain what happened after your departure from
our Holy Monastery at the day on which you and the His Beatituds and his
company visited the Monastery. Before the sun set of that day T collected the
Holy Council of our Monastery and | asked to give me an explanation on the ’
history of the fire which happened on the 30 of last November, They immediately
gave me proce verbal or easay gbout it which they had made the 1 of December
for the History of the Monastery and explanation to me and all the other members
of the Sinal fraternity, ARer this we spoke about the beginning of reconstruction
and we discussed all the problems about it and as the results of all it was the
decision that it s necessary instead to return at 24 February as it was my shape
(hope) to leave the Monastery immediately after the Feast of 8t, Catherine, which
is at 8 December and go to Athens for energles conforming the deoision to the
construction of the fired section of (the) Monastery in time, as is the decigion of
the Greek Government and to be in contaot with all brothers who are outside the
Monastery for giving information and resclved the problems of them because (it) '
is & more easier the contact by them from Athens and to be also near doctor as
I am now in the period of

For that reason I accepted the proposition of them and I informed the special
Army officer, Mr. Daniel, to enérgy (work) for my departure in 9 or the tenth
of December and I write to you E«mj that I shall leave from the Monastery of
B¢, Catherine and I shall return ... soon as poasible in the nearest future and

I remain always your best friend,

6 December 1871 The Archbishop of Sinal Gregorios I
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A DECLARE AU CAIRE QU'ILS
IMMEDI ATMENT UNE MISSION

/(.ff Y4

EVEQUE DE STE
AU GOUVERNMENT

CATHERI NE,
GREC D'ENVOYER

ot
DEMANDERA!T

- =
Gt bEas

CONSULAIRE SUR LES LIEUX POUR ENQUETER SUR LA CAUSE DE L'INCENDIE D@

COUVENT, tL SOLLICITERA EGALEMENT DES MISSIONS DU COMITE INTERNA-
TIONAL DE LA CROIX ROUGE ET DE L'UNESCO POUR S'ASSURER QUE LE
PATRIMOI NE DU COUVENT = QUATRE MILLE DEUX CENT QUARANTE CINQ
MANUSCRITS—=EST I NTACT: t YONPE TUYTIY DR

STEFANOS, THE COPTIC CATHOLIC PATRIARCH, ACCUSED ISRAEL OF
ORTHODOX SANTA CATHERI NA

CARDI NAL
DELIBERATELY SETTING FIRE TO THE GREEK
MONASTERY,

HE SAID IT WAS SET ON FIRE
PRI CELESS COLLECT!ONS

TO BRING ABOUT THE THEFT OF ITS
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ITEN TWO: ARCHBISHOP CALLS FOR INVESTIGATION OF FIRE IN MONASTRY

LE CAIRE, 1-ER DECEMBRE AFP

GREGOIRE || MATIATOPOULOS, EVEQUE DU MONASTERE DE STE CATHER INE
M) SINA], A DECLARE AU CAIRE HIER SOIR QU'ILS DEMANDERAIT AU
GDUVERNEMENT GREC D’ENVOYER IMMEDIATEMENT UNE MISSION CONSULAIRE
SUR LES LIEUX POUR ENQUETER SUR LA CAUSE DE L’INCENDIE DU COUVENT
VIEUX DE MILLE QUATRE CEMTS ANS. IL SOLLICITERA EGALEMENT DES
MISSIONS DU COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX ROUGE ET DE L’UNESCO @
POUR S*ASSURER QUE LE PATRIMOINE DU COUVENT-QUATRE MILLE DEUX
CENT QUARANTE CINQ MANUSCR|TS—EST INTACT,

#MGR MATIOATOPOULOS, QUI SE TROUVE AU CAIR E DEPUIS LE 28
WNOVEMBRE, REGAGNERA LE COUVENT MERCREDI, VIA ATHENES.
p PAR AILLEURS, LE CARDINAL STEFANOS, PATRIARCHE COPTE CATHOL | QUE

A ACCUSE LES |SRAELIENS D’AVOIR PROVOQUE L*INCENDIE DU COUVENT,

FAISANT UN RAPPROCHEMENT ENTRE CET (NCENDIE ET CELUI D DE LA
MOSQUEE D’AL AQSA A JERUSALEM, IL Y A DEUX ANS.

ITEM THREE: POLITIKA OF BELGRAD CRITICIZES ASSASSINATION OF WASFI =
TAL .,

EELGRADE NOV 30 REUTER

THE LEADING BELGRADE NEWSPAPER POLITIKA ol
TONIGHT CRITICISED TH ASSASSINATION OF JORDANIAN PREMIER WASFI
TAL AS+AN ACTION WHICH CAN ONLY HAVE UNWANTED CONSEQUENCES OF ITS
INITIATORS+,

IN A FIRST Y YUGOSLAV COMMENT ON THE ASSASSINATION,

THE PAPER SAID +AT A MOMENT WHEM ISRAELS POSITION ON THE EVE OF
THE UNITED NATIONS GEMERAL ASSEMBLY DEBATE ON THE MIDDLE EAST IS
MEAKER THAN EVER, THE MURDER OF WASF1 TAL L& CAIRO COULD HAVE THE
EFFECT OF A VERY DISAGREEABLE BOOMERANG+,

BUT POLITIKA DESCRIBED THE LATE PREMIER AS A MAN WHO ATTACKED
FROM BEHIND POORLY ARMED, FED AND ORGAN|SED PALESTINIAN FIGHTERS
IND ADDED THAT UNDER HIS GOVERNMENT MANY INNOCENT PALESTINIANS
WERE KILLED IN REFUGEE CAMPS,
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COPY ]‘.

- THE PRIME MINISTER

Jerusalem, 18 December 1970

His Beatitude Oregorios B =
Archbishop of Mount Sinai

Your Grace,

Your visit with me, & few days ago,
has given me much pleasure.

Following our conversation, I have
been able to make the necessary arrangemenis
go that no customs fees will have to be paid .
for the items mentioned By you and addressed
to the Santa Catarina Honastery.

The Customs authorities have been
properly advised and they will give you tha
service required.

Yours very sincerely

Golda Meir
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PR s Cairo, Larch 5th, I97I

iler Excellenecy lrs Golda leir
Prime lLinister of Israel,
Tal Aviv.

ﬁ? Tour Excellenay,

lhereas soms time ago I had the opportunity of sending
a letter or thanks for the acceptance of a request of mine for
the return of the Customs-duties levied on imported food, a girt
of Christians in Greece to the Fathers in Sinai, it is with great

sorrow 1 now come to trouble You adding mine to Youd so numerous

and various concerns, but I do not want to address myself anymmarai

else lest You should think that I do not appreciate the spirit
of understanding You showed whenever I addressed myself direct
to You,either through our esteemed friend Brigadier GCeneral
Solomon Gazit,or during Your visit to the lionastery jor during my
visit to Your Excellency.

I am enclosing a photocopy of an English translation of
& letter from the Fathers in which they ask me to intervene hafJ!g
the appropriate amthorities that they may regain their peace and
that an end may be put to all profanations and sacrileges. I have
Preferred to get into direct touch with You that You may show once
again the spirit of understanding which You have shown towards e
since April 30, I969 and I pray that You glve the necessary
instructions so that & stop may be put to these highly improper
actions of mischievous elements, actions which become a cause of
disturbance of the harmonious relations between You and us, Hoping
that You will put an end to these illegal incidents, Ve remain,

Yours, with high esteem

Al of P i

b A
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Cairo, Mafoh 5th, I971

H.E. The Ambassador of Israel
Mr. Bar Khaim,
Nicosia

Your Exocellency,

I have the honour to send you & letter of mine to

H.E. the Prime Minister of Israel Mrs Golda Meir concerning

the situation in the Monastery as you will see from the en- .
closed photocopy of a letter of the Fathers of the Monastery,
Will you please forward it to Her Excallency along with a
supporting letter of Yours, as I lknow that You wish that good
relations may exist between Israel and the Monaestery. I am

doing this in accordsnce with ourorsl understanding that I

should first submit my grievances to You and, if they are not
removed, that I should then take the measures I should deem
right and proper.

Thus I have to brimg to Your knowledge that the mili-

tary command at the Monastery stated in writing last November
that the military would evacuate tue Monastery on December I9,

1970. In spite of this I am informed that it continues post- .

poning their departure from month to month for no serious
reason, seying Just that the delay is due to techniocal reasons,
i.e. that they needed time to build four or five rooms at the
most to shelter the guard. Now it is well known that no Greek
Orthodox Monastery in Israel is ococupied by military unitas.
This is in direct opposition to the situation prevailing at the
Monastery for whole centuries; moreover it turns the Monastery

into a military target, a thing that seriously endengers this
religions and archasological institution.

I firmly belisve that, together with Your reconmen-

dations on the breaches mentioned in the Fathers’ letter, You

will not omit thanks to Yous goodwlll- to mention this my
additional protest too.

With high esteem

f ;{Zﬁu’ ;tfﬁ.d Civne

4
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In the last few days our lonastery’s dependency at Haitho beside the
Church was broken into ard several things were stolen. Having heard

this we took the appropriate measures and received the promise that

the burgiar g fellow Country man of theisg would be arrested and handed
ard prisoriyf;he ig known and wag Caught red handed.On the tenth of t.lu.
month t.herelwas a burglary at St. Catherine’s Chureh on the mountain
anc‘.' several things were stolen . Those who Committed thig burglsry will
be arretsed too, because we were informed in time and spoke to kesgsrs G
Gazis and Oury who came here at that tine. All necessary measures were
taken and the band of .burglars as well as their leader became known

and will be easily found. Let ua hope that such profanations of the
holypiaces will stop. At any rate international guarantee of security

is most fiecessary so that we may riot be left undefended against such
| c¢rimingl peopla. Cpncerning thig Tatler will you please do what seemsg .
Pest to you . We kiss Your most sacred right handg once again

The Fatherg Holly Asgembly
The Prior’g Hepresentative Arch. Nicandrog
The Sexton Arch, Uionysios

The Steward Arch. Neophytos
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