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IF you ever get to
visit the Holy Land,
and if you, like I,
take the prophesies
of the Second Com-
ing (for Jews, the
Messiah’s advent)
literally, you imme-
diately become
fearful of what
kind of mess God
has gotten Himself

and the world into.

Well, maybe not God so much. But
what children!

Jews, Moslems and Christians:
They're all in there botching things up
right on the very spot where the arrival,
so to speak, is to take place, IF it were in
an American town instead of Jerusalem,
we'd call it Cathedral Square

Some of the most ardent Bible literal
ists among us believe the ancient Tem-
ple of Jerusalem must be rebuilt,
+ holding the place of dominance the two
temples once held in the often not-too-
holy Holy City.

That makes for problems, monumen
tal ones. It's supposed to be built on the
very site the previous temples stood on,
Talk about city planning.

If the world thinks it has one massive
headache over such things as whether
Jerusalem and environs should be the
capital of 1srael and the related prob-
lems surrounding Moslem and
Christian interests in the city, it hasn't
seen anvthing vet

You see, right now there happen to be
two very, very important religious
shrines therd already. You can’t just let
the contract for rebuilding the temple to
the highest (bidder and wait for it 1o

become parfol the city's skyline.

RELIGION '[UDAY / By William F Wllluughhy

Unholy competition for the holiest land

Our Moslem brethren., whom [
respect very much, especially having
been put into jail with a few of them a
couple of summers ago, only happen 1o
think of Jerusalem as the “Navel of the
Universe,” and their beautiful Al-Aqgsa
Mosque and the celebrated Dome of the
Rock would simply have to vanish for
there to be no complications in
rebuilding the temple on its old site,
After Mecca and Medina, Jerusalem is
the most sacred spot on Earth to Mos-
lems.

Well, they're not going to vanish. Nor
should they. At least that’s the way | see
it. The Palestinians have been trampled
upon altogether too much, and that was
happening long before the modern
country af lsrael was cstablished in
1948 — largely at their expense. Things
s1ill ave far, Tar from being just

Yet, Jerusalem is where the Messiah
will appear Many of that genre of
Christians who refuse o explain the
Bible away with broad strokes of vague,
ultimately meaningless interpretations,
look for Jesus to retarn o the city that
was once His familiar haunt. The more
orthodox of the Jews also ook for the
Messiah to set up His reign there

So certain are numbers of Jews and
Christians of their ground that many of
them are doing some very sirange
things. some which cven they don?
always condone, There are plots of
attacks on the Holy Mount itself and
actual attacks on Palestimans who get
in the way. There are rather unusual real
estate deals going on

But perhaps the strangest thing
albeit very logical once one gives the
premise of rebuilding the temple 15
the operation of a rather Tormudahle
Jewish seminary near the lemple site

It's called Aterel Kohamm ( Glory of the
Priests)

These are noordinary priests, but the
revival of a long-extinct class of Levite
priests and ther servants so familiar to
readers of the Bible. They 're preparing
50 they will be ready with the ancient
rites — amimal sacrificesand all — when
the temple actually 15 rebuoilt. Rabbi
Shlomo Aviner, the schools leader, is
convineed the third temple will be built,
but admits he has no answers about
what will happen with the Maoslem
mnsgues now nccupying the hill

“That 15.a problem we leave to God to
handle,” he said

That may be so, bul 25 men connected
with the movement which gave rise 1o
the seminary cither think they are act-
ing in behalfl of CGod, or else they might
be having thoughts aboul petting
anather rabhbi

Those men, members of the mystic
Gush Emunim ( Bloc of the Faithful ), are
on trial by the lsraeh government for

So certain are numbers
of Jews and Christians
of their ground, that
many of them are doing
some very strange
things, some of which
even they don't

always condone.

e
attacks on Palestinians and for a plot o
hlow up the Moslem shrines 1o make
way for Isracl’s messianic redemplion,

presaged by re-erection of the temple.

Hopefully God has a more sanguine
approach

Rabhi Aviner believes the zealots’
activiiies were a mistake that did harm
to the cause he and his seminary stand
for, But otherwise, the depths of feelings
are gquite evident.

“It iz bothersome that the Arabs are
defiling the Temple Mount,” he said,
“but we must sit and wait. Messianism
is a belief in a better world. It won’t
happen in one day. First we have to build
the land of Israel, reach a higher level
of morality and justice”

He explained: “Building the land of
Israel is a crucial stage toward redemp-
tiom, Onece we finish building the state of
Israel. and we turn it into an ideal soci-
ety, then we can continue onwards. Tt
could take another several hundred
years,”

Nice talk, but he sees that “ideal soci-
¢ty heing a day when Israel — not just
Jerusalem — has no room lor the Arabs.
When the Messiah comes, he said, “the
Arabs will learn that they have a role to
play, a special place in history, and a
place to live, but not in Israel. They will
realize that 1srael belongs to the Jewish
people™

Gush Emunim, which has been
engaged in buying Palestinian homes
near the temple site inan equitable man-
ner, nonetheless is heaping its own coals
of fire on the political situation by being
at the forefront of establishing Jewish
settlements in the occupied West Bank.
The morality and justice the rabbi spoke
of certainly escapes me on that point.

But then no one ever did say the Sec-
ond Coming would he a snap. A bang,
maybe (and [ fear for this very much),
but not a snap
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Congressmen to raise the issue,

MYP-NY Jew writes that selling misslies to Saudi Arabia defied logic,

1
MY Jew writes that the 75 should pressure Iraq to evacuate
all Iranian territory and pay for damages for the war which they

storted.

ilapazine Articles

Christlesn and Jewish Tundamentalists-Temnle Mount Plot

The ew Republic-Barbara and licheal Ledeen (Fellow at Gaorgetowmn

U, venter for Stratezic and International Studies; writing a bopk

on Temple llount Plot) Tor the wmost part, the people who have partici-
pated in the attacks on Aradb in Israel arp a violent fringe of an
informal movement that streches from the U3 to the llideast and encompas
millions of evangenical Christians as well as Israeli Jews. Tuis
unlikely coalition rests upon a common helief that the final days are
upory us, ror the Jews it means that the messiah is cominn, for the
Christians, the second conin~ of Thrist, Both believe t“e that the
erucial spot for the fulfillment of the bihlical »rrhicies is the

Teuple lomt in Jerusalem. Christian fundamentalists believe that b

in order for this to ta%e nplace Israel must he a Jewish natien,
Jerusalea must be a Jewish city and the temple must be rebuilt, OCnly
the last 1s untrue at this tine, Yet, the Temnle Moumt is umder the
control of *foslems, The legzl fees of some of the Jews that were
arrested trying to penetrate the llount on llarch 10, 1783, were paid for
by wealthy Christian evangelicans from Texas, There is also

reason to believe that the money for a terrorist zvoun called the
Lifta Band also came from Thristians. Dezin met with such Christians
many times, The Jerusalem Temple Toundation in LA is desinned by
Chrsitians to put pressure on the Israeli pov't to limit the ‘loslem-

control of the MMount. The chalrman of the organization, a multimilliongire,

s wp 1 e

Terry Qisenhoover, is planning oil searches in Judea and Samaria,

In Israel tnda? 197, of the population beleives there should be freecom

of prayer on the Temple llfount. A few years azo the percentage would

ba near zero.

Israeli Soldiers Resistance

The Mation-Gamson {Undergrad at Gwathmore; article wriiten under the

B it L Al T

Yennock Lellowsnip in Publiec Affalrs) ''The Limits of Zonsclence

For the first time in Istrael a protest novement made un only of

soldiers Mas_amnaswad, ool sl et b gigmtni i Db Selte it e
R . e H - |

S vMRrn

" -
Ay saphnen Yaap TR kRt b :
@ T [V ST TLTTTED ST T W R e
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1 Yesh Gvul, not to be sent to Lebanon, and 137 have served prison.
terms for refusing to zo. o one in Israel econsiders the rafusers
heros, they are sometimes despised and feared but"Teople who refuse
are no longer from Mars." Thoy are mostly Ashkenazim, educated and |
come from Tel Aviv, Jerusalem or kibbutzim. The group does not ‘
encourage refusal to serve, that is 3 personal choice, The gov't has
played down the phenomenon, According ro Nachman Shal, refucal is »
lg anticamocratic and selfish., The preatest upheaval due to the group ]
occcures within the left. Nearly every liberal movement hos cissassoe- §
iated itself from Yesh Gvul,
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What do Christian and Jewish fundamentalists have in common?

THE TEMPLE MOUNT PLOT

BY BARBARA AND MICHAEL LEDEEN

CASUAL OBSERVER might be excused for believing

that nearly all of the recent violence in Israel has

been part of the usual cycle of Arab-Israeli conflict. The

observer would be wrong. Though some of the recent acts,

such as the plans to place time bombs on Arab buses in

Jerusalem, seem to be the work of extremist Israeli nation-

alists, much of the destructive intent is fueled by a mixture

of nationalist politics, messianic longing, and the search

for roots. In fact, some of the current extremism is a direct
outgrowth of the andent forecast of the Apocalypse.

The targets of the most spectacular incidents over the
past months have been Muslim authorities and the area
they control in Jerusalem, but for the most part the people
who planned or participated in the attacks are the violent
fringe of an informil movement that stretches from the
United States to the Middle East, and encompasses mil-
lions of evangelical Christians as well as some Israeli Jews.
This unlikely coalition rests upon a common belief that the
Final Days are upon us. For the Christians, this means that
the Second Coming of Christ is imminent; for the Jews, the
Messiah is about to arrive. Both believe that the crucial
spot for the fulfiliment of the Biblical propheaes is the
Temple Mount in Jerusalem, because that is where the
Temple of Solomon is to be rebuilt. According to the fun-
damentalist understanding of Christian prophecy, three
great events are required for the Second Coming: Israel
must be a Jewish nation; Jerusalem must be a Jewish dity;
and the Temple must be rebuilt. Today only the third
condition remains to be met. Though most Jews believe
that the building of the Temple will occur after the amival
of the Messiah, a growing number of deeply religious Jews
believe that efforts to rebuild the Temple, and other steps
for its proper functioning, should be made before the Mes-
sianic Age.

Yet the Temple Mount is under Muslim control, and,
according to a common archeological view, the Dome of
the Rock stands on the site of the Temple itself. To make
matters worse, the Muslim political-religious trust which
administers the Mount area—the Wagsf—does not permit
members of other religions to pray on the Temple Mount;

Michael Ledeen, Senior Fellow at the Georgetown Univer-
sity Center for Strategic and International Studies, and
Barbara Ledeen, a consultant who was formerly assistant
editor at Biblical Archeology Review, are writing a book on
the Temple Mount piot.

20 THE NEW REPUBLIC

they are permitted access to only a part of the area, and
only for a few hours. On Fridays and Muslim holy days,
the Mount is closed to all but the Islamic faithful. The
refusal of the Muslims to grant Jews and Christians the
right to any sort of religious activity on the Mount has
intensified the already strong passions of the messianic
groups, prompting some of them to violence.

On March 10, 1983, more than forty Jews suspected of
planning to penetrate the Temple Mount were arrested in
Jerusalem. Four of them were armed youths caught trying
to break through an underground passage to the Mount.
Their legal fees—amounting to $50,000—were paid by
wealthy Christian evangelicals from Texas. Less than a
vear later, on last January 27, Israeli security forces thwart-
ed an assault on the Mount and seized eighteen grenades
and over thirteen pounds of explosives that had been
smuggled onto the Temple site. The police later found a
secret cache of arms outside Jerusalem that included 107
Claymore mines, 6 anti-tank rockets, and a large quantity
of high explosives. There is good reason to believe that the
money for this group, the so-called Lifta Band, also came
from Christian sources in America.

One of the investigating officials remarked that “the two
key suspects in the [attempt] . . . knew what they wanted:
to obliterate the Muslim presence on the Mount so that the
Messiah would arrive. The motivations of those who sup-
plied financing and supplies are a bit more complicated.”
He noted that the suspects began to be cooperative only
after an Israeli officer had “'scolded them for using a Bibie
published by a Christian group as their religious source.”

At the Temple Mount the religious passions of the
Muslim, Christian, and Jewish.religions intersect as at
no other on earth. Not only is the Mount the site of Solo-

. mon’'s Temple, it is also where Abraham came to sacrifice
his son Isaac; where Jesus taught, and threw the money-
changers out of the Temple; from where Mohammed as-
cended through the seven Heavens into the presence of
Allah.

Except for a few years during the Crusades, the Temple
Mount has been under Muslim control since the conguest
of Jerusalem almost fourteen hundred years ago. This con-
trol was reaffirmed as recently as 1967, after the Israeli
conquest of the Old City, when General Moshe Dayan, in
a remarkable gesture of toleration and largesse, ordered
the removal of Israeli flags from the Islamic buildings on
the Mount. He promised that there would be no tamper-
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ing with Muslim control over the area. The promise has
been kept.

The Wagf’s primary allegiance is to Jordan, whose King
pays considerable money to the trust each year. Conse-
quently, it does not accept the reunification of Jerusalem,
nor does it respect the Law for the Protection of the Holy
Places, which guarantees the sites of all three religions in
the rest of Jerusalem. Jordan did not permit the Jews to
pray at the Western Wall when it was under Hashemite
control, and 1s not inclined to bend—either tor Chnstians
or Jews—on the matter of the Temple Mount. Further-
more, as political and

messianic passions S '_ ‘”‘.L-““_"'_-;ﬂ.m.u bl
s b |~-r-"\--\_.._-\..-.

have risen, the Wagf | -% "H?__‘f_ e

has set about eliminat- : *" b

ing any evidence link-
ing the Temple Mount
to the pre-Islamic peri-
od. Ancient walls (in-
cluding at least one
from the time of the
Second Temple) have
been bulldozed away
or deliberately buried;
trees have been plant-
ed in areas that are his-
torically sensitive and
may contain other bits
of evidence; land has
been recontoured to
disguise suggestions of
historical ties to Jewish
holy places; water cis-
terns have been exca-
vated; and buildings
have been constructed
or reconstructed to
hide remains of ancient
artifacts. Yet because
the city of Jerusalem
has evolved a remark-
ably durable modus vi-
vendi among the reli-
glous groups, most
politicians and leaders—and particulanly Mayor Teddy
Kollek—have been reluctant to tamper with the standing
arrangements.

Political pragmatism, however, is unlikely to withstand
the messianic passions that are directed at the Temple
Mount, and even the andent rabbinical and more modemn
governmental injunchons that have kept observant Jews
from going up to the Mount are now being reconsidered.
All Jews are regarded by Jewish law as “unclean,” and are
therefore forbidden to go onto the Mount. The most sanc-
tified place on the Mount in the days of the Temple was
the Holy of Holies, where the Ark of the Covenant, con-
taining the Ten Commandments, was kept. Since it is
difficult to specfy preasely where the Holy of Holies was

THEREBUILDING OF THE TEMPLE. WOOD ENGRAYING AFTER CUSTAVE DORE
THEGRAMNGER COLLECTION

located, and lest someone step on that place even inadver-
tently (incurring an automatic death penalty, according to
andient law), the injunction against stepping there was
extended to the entire area.

The Israeli courts have generally denied the right of
Jews to pray on the Temple Mount, but there are signs of
change there, too. In 1983 the High Court reaffirmed that
the Temple Mount is a holy site for Jews and that, accord-
ingly, Jews not only have the right of access, but a nght or
worship as well. Nevertheless, the court insisted that be-
cause of the delicate and complex situation stemming from
Muslim opposition to
any Jewish presence
on the Temple Moun
the issue has become
political. Consequent-
ly, the matter of issuing
regulations that would
establish the place and
hours of prayer gather-
ings has been assigned
to the minister of Reli-
gious Affairs, but for
seventeen years that
ministry has remained
silent on the issue.
Thus, in the words of
one of the petitioners,
“The court has turned
itself into a theater of
the absurd. . . . Prayer
is legal but you cannc.
pray.’

The dnving force
behind the Temple
Mount  movement,
however, is the Amen-
can evangelical com-
munity, some 45.5 mi-
lion strong. The
evangelicals met regu-
larly with former
Prime Minister Mena-
chem Begin over the
years, reportedly urging him to rebuild the Temple, anc
they raced to Washington this spring to endorse the pro-
posal to move the American Embassy in Israel from Tel
Aviv to Jerusalem, citing Biblical prophecies of the day 1n
the near future when Jerusalem will become the capital of
the world. Their money, and to a large extent their lead-
ers, provide the wherewithal for the movement.

The most visible link between the evangelicals and the
drive to rebuild the Temple is found in the Jerusalem
Temple Foundation in Los Angeles, the latest of severa
organizations (and the only such group in the Unirec
States) designed to put pressure on the Israeli governmen:
to limit the Wagf's control over the Temple Mount. The
chairman and executive director of this ecumenical foun-
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dﬂi;ém are Terry Risenhoover and Douglas Kneger, two
anstian evangelicals who have the means, the energy,
;nd the network of friends necessary to catalvze a mass
/novement (Risenhoover is a multimillionaire, owner of a
/ company called Alaska Land Leasing that is currently
planning searches for oil in Judea and Samaria). At the
penodic meetings of the |.T.F. in Houston, Washington,
and Southern Califorrua, you are likely to find such influ-
ential evangelicals as Dr. Hilton Sutton, president of Mis-
sion to Amenca, Pastor James Deloach of the Second Bap-
tist Church in Houston, and Pastor Chuck Smith of
Calvary Chapel in Costa Mesa, California.

UTTON, whose “Word of Faith* television broadcast

gives him a national audience of millions, is the pro-
ducer of the acclaimed film, Ezekiel File, a biblical analysis
of Soviet expansion in the Middle East that he places in the
context of the Final War between Gog and Magog. A few
years ago he put on a multimedia presentation of the
Ezekiel File for Begin and his advisers. Deloach’s senior
pastor at the Second Baptist Church in Houston (the
switchboard operator answers calls by saying, “The amaz-
ing Second”), H. Edwin Young, is likely to be the next
president of the 13 million-member Southern Baptist Con-
vention, America's largest Protestant body. Both pastors
accompany groups to Israel and take them to the Temple
Mount and to the Jewish yeshivahs training priests for the
Temple. Delnach is candid about his objectives: “We will
do whatever is right and politicallv expedient to make that
Temple Mount tree for all three religions.” And as Deloach
observes, there is a “ground swell of interest in the Tem-
ple Mount just waiting to happen,” in part, it should be
stressed, because of the spiritual and financial support his
Church members give to the Jerusalem Temple Founda-
tion and like-minded organizations in Israel. Deloach be-
lieves that “'there is activity about the Temple which indi-
cates to us that the climactic day may be nearer than we
thought.”

Chuck Smith is the pastor of Calvary Chapel in Costa
Mesa, California, which in eleven vears grew from a con-
gregation of twenty-five to a thriving $1.25 million com-
plex that attracts twenty-five thousand worshipers every
Sunday. Pastor Chuck, as he is known, and his chief as-
sistant pastor Don Stewart, take a group to lsrael every
year, for the past two years he has complained about
harassment from the Muslims on the Temple Mount.
Smith said that when he tried to lead his group in song, he
was told by the Muslim guards that the Temple Mount
was “a holy place, you cannot pray here.” Pastor Stewart,
who said he went to the Temple Mount some fifty times
last year during a six-week period, complained that he and
his group were repeatedly bothered and were denied per-
mussion to go near Solomon's Stables. Smith wrote a letter
to the Israeli government, demanding the right to pray in
the Temple Mount, but was asked to reconsider because of
threats of a Muslim jiiad “if the modus vivendi is changed
in any way unfavorable to the Muslims.”

The same letter was hand carried to the two chief rabbis
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of Israel, who are reportedly considering the formation of
a committee to address the Christians’ demands. In the

meantime, Calvary Chapel is passionatelv interested in |

determining precisely where the Holy of Holies—and oth-
er significant sites—stood on the Temple Mount. To that
end the chapel donated $50,000 for archeclogical research
to be carned out by another evangelical, Lambert Dolphin.
Dolphin, a member oi the Jerusalem Temple Founda-
tien who works with the archeology and saence team in
the radio physics laboratory at S.R.I. in California, has
devised methods to survey beneath the surface of the
earth without actually excavating. He wants to make
soundings in order to draw an underground contour map
of the Temple Mount, believing that this may resolve some
of the mysteries about the place: Where did the Temple
stand? Are some of the treasures of the Temple—includ-
ing perhaps even the Atk of the Covenant—still buned in
the Temple Mount, as some (very dubiously) believe? Dal-
phin's previous experience is both encouraging and frus-
trating. His work in Hebron, where he and his team sur-
veyed the ground beneath the Tomb of the Patriarchs
(where Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebeccah, and Leah
are buried), yielded encouraging results, which indicate
that future explorations will be fruitful. But last summer
they were asked by Israeli police not to conduct a similar
probe on the Temple Mount. Dolphin was told he shouid
discontinue his work “for his own protection.”

HEINTENSITY of evangelical fervor and the growing

acceptance of nonproselytizing evangelicals in Israel
are perhaps best demonstrated by an event that took place
a little over a vear ago in Jerusalem, between Charles
Monroe, the president of the Jerusalem Temple Founda-
tion, and the chief rabbis. Monroe began by describing a
Jewish wedding, at which a glass is broken, svmbolizing
the destruction of the Temple. He then continued by
speaking to the rabbis about the book of Ezekiel, in which
the prophet describes how God's glory was transported in
a chariot from the Temple to the Mount of Olives, where
the glory of God remained for three-and-a-half years,
waiting for the people to repent. God then told Ezekiel, “1
shall gather you from the peoples and assemble you out of
the countries among which you have been scattered, and 1
shall give you the land of Israel.” God further promised
that once the pecple had repented, “then they will be My
people and 1 shall be their God.” Monroe told the rabbis
that “just as we are sure the glory of God left the Temple,
s0 we are certain it will return, as we see in Ezekiel." The
rabbis, deeply moved by this Christian exegesis, raised
their hands high over their heads and honored Monroe
with a rabbinical blessing,

A few years ago, anyone in Israel who talked about
rebuilding the Temple, or advocated freedom of prayeron
the Temple Mount, was considered to be a lunatic. Today,
according to a poll published in the newspaper Haaretz, 19
percent of the Israeli public believes there should at least
be freedom of prayer on the Mount. The chuef rabbinate
has created a spedal committee to “prepare a theoiogical,
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archeological, and architectural report concerning the lo-
cation of the Holy of Holies on the Temple Mount,” and
some members of the committee—Rabbi Dov Lior from
Kiryat Arba and Rabbi Mordechai Eliahu, the Sephardic
chief rabbi—are known to support the building of a syna-
gogue on the Temple Mount. There are groups studying
the rituals of the Temple, others studying the manufacture
of priestly garments for the Temple, and a growing
yeshivah—the Yeshivah Ateret Hacohanim—that is not
only training priests (in a fifteen-year course!) for service
in the Temple, but is also slowly buying houses in the
Arab Quarter of Jerusalem—all of which are located along
the routes leading to the Temple Mount. In keeping with
the Jewish-Christian symbiosis that characterizes the Tem-
ple Mount movement, though the yeshivah and its stu-
dents are all Jewish, much of its funding—for the yeshivah
itself as well as for the houses they are buying and living
in—comes from evangelicals, mostly in the United States.

Some of the members of these committees, veshivahs,
and groups are simply interested in the historical or
scentific aspects of the Temple Mount. But many—and
their number is growing—are working for a lewish pres-
ence on the Mount, and eventually the rebuilding of the
Temple. Some of these people are highly orthodox, and
firmly beiieve that the Messiah will soon arrive, Others
are primarily Israeli nationalists, who view Muslim control
of the Temple Mount as an insult to the Zionist dream.
But in the end the religious and nationalistic themes are
hard to distinquish from each other, and the effect is the
same: Wagf control over the Temple Mount is being
challenged.

Y FAR the most dynamic of the challengers is the

Israeli section of the Jerusalem Temple Foundation,
headed by Stanley Goldfoct, a South African Jew who
came to Israel in the "30s and fought in the Stern Gang
during the postwar period. A passionate nationalist, a
highly skilled rhetoridan, and a man of demonstrated
activism, Goldfoot believes that the Temple Mount be-
longs to Israel, and to Israel alone. On January 15, 1984,
Goldfoot wrote to some American Christian colleagues,
And possibly of top priority is a certain plan we are studving,
which could be of utmost significance. This is a covert opera-
tion, details of which [ would not divuige in wnting or on the
phone. But lam sure that it would be as dear to your hearts as
it is to mine and selected assodates here. Some cash1s nevita-
bly involved; | hope we will have enough.

Not even Goldfoot's closest American assodates—
Risenhoover and Krieger—know what the plan was, but
no one who knows Goldfoot doubts his commitment to
apply all his energies and imagination to his task of estab-
lishing Jewish control over the Temple Mount, and even-
tdally rebuilding the Temple.

Goldfoot sees the Christians as logical allies, for he be-
lieves that “Christian fundamentalists are the real
modemn-day Zionists”; in Goldfoot's view, it is the
Christians above all who realize that “we are coming to a
cucial period in earth’s history, and they want to help

fulfill prophecy and thus hasten the coming of the
Messiah.”

It is thus not so surprising that those who planned to
sabotage the Temple Mount in January carmed Christian
versions of the Old Testament, for the Temple Mount
movement is based on a messianic vision that, at least in
its first stages, 1s common to both Jewish and Chrishan
religions. To be sure, there is a basic disagreement, butitis
one that will only be resolved in the Final Days. As one
Jewish leader put it to us last summer in Jerusalem, “They
believe that once the Temple is built, Jesus will come
again. We expect the Messiah to come for the first time.
Let's build the Temple, and see what he looks like.”

This ardent messianism appears to have been part of the
motivation for the group of twenty-five radical Jewish na-
tionalists arrested recently in Jerusalem oun charges that
included murder, attempted murder, possession of weap-
ons and explosives stolen from the Israeli Army, and mem
bership in a terrorist organization. (The other part was
anti-Palestinian extremnism.) Under an Israeli court order
the names of the accused have not been released, although
their identiies are known to most people in Israel.

T 15 also known that one of the arrested men is a reserve

pilot in the Israeli Army. The pilot, who had returned
to religion, suggested to his co-conspirators that he steal
an F-16 the next time he was called up, and that he bom-
bard the two Muslim shrines on the Temple Mount. The
group vetoed his plan because the Western Wall might be
damaged, and the pilot would be unable to land his plane
anywhere in Israel. Instead, the plotters decaded to use
explosive devices on the Temple Mount. They even ex-
perimented with various explosive materials in quarries
near Hebron. Israel Har-el, the spokesman for the Gush
Emunim (the Bloc of the Faithful), went on Israeli televi-
sion recently and said that the people involved in t?
plotting believed that the destruction of the two Musli
holy places wouid provoke the Muslims to wage a holy
war so terrible that the Messiah would come to save his
people from destruction.

Historically, messianic movements tend to be strongest
in periods of intense internal turmoil and external
threat. Both of these elements are present in contempo-
rary Israel, and the Israelis’ anxaeties are largely shared by
the American “Christian Zionists.” All we know about the
Temple Mount suggests that it will grow in interest and
become a source of conflict, with international conse-
quences that are hard to predict. Up until the arrests of the
twenty-five extremists, the Israeli government either
ignored the Temple Mount movement or attempted to
co-opt it, but neither approach was successful. [t remains
to be seen whether the arrests will dampen the ardor o
the zealots. With the redemption of mankind and the
fulfiliment of prophecy at stake, arrests are ransformec
into temporary setbacks, extremism becomes righteous
action, and political considerations pale into such insiz-
nificance that even conservative Christians and radica
Jewish naticnalists can become zllies, =
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NETUREI KARTA of U.S.A.

(212} 304-&651 )

Meiing o dress,

o.E08 2143 j
Brockiys N.Y. 11202 .

Kr. Lee H. Hamllton

thalrman, Subcommittee on Europe
znd the Middle East

Fouse of Reprasentatives
Washington, D.C- 20515

Dear Mr. Hamilton: Er '.

We would greatly appreciate if yeu cen kindly permit us tn testify at’
any hesrings scheduled in the future concerning the Congressional Bill
to transfer the American Embassy to Jerusalem,

Ae prthodox Jews and citizent of the U.5.A., who have special inrerest
in any davalapments In the Holy Land, we sincerely believe and hope that
eur legitimate concerns be heard,

Ve would also be very arateful if you ¢culd plesse enter In the Congres=
clonal Record the enclosed testimony from Rabbi Url Blau of Jerusalem,
which was also submitted to the Unlted Natlens Security Council.

Flesse accept the assurances of our highest estéen.
.Regpectful ly yours,
¥ 9 - -
/ L‘-—-”‘L‘«"Lﬂ P b i

Rabbi Yosef Zechsr
for Keturei Karta ng U.5.A.
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NETUREI KARTA of U.S.A.

(712) 384-4661

Kisiling address.

G.PO.B, 2143

Brogizlya N.Y, 11202 : .

His Excallency,

The Presldent

Secutrlty Council -
Unltad Hations, N.Y.

-

The recent declaratien by the Zionist regime regarding the status
of Jzrusalem is a grave step away from psace and towards further vipl=
ence and gives us cause [o reitsrateée our position and ocur request for
the auarantee and existence of the Orthodox Jewlsh community in the
Holy Land,

fin behal¥ of hundreds of thousands of Orthodox Jews In the entire .
world and oA hehzlf of tens of thousands of Orthodox Jewish inhabitants.
of the Holy Land and in pertlicular those of the Holy city of Jerusalem,
we subsilt the following appsal regarding the status of Jerusalem for your
Excellency's considerstion, Thasa proposals have besn formulated by eur
rasbls In the past and hove been brought to the attention of the United
Hations Oroamizatien continucusly since 1947, ALl the suistanding Torah
scholars of our time are In 2greement with thése reguest as presented to
the Unlted N=ticns by Rebbi Joseph Zvl Dushinsky, Chief Rabbi of the Holy
Land, Rabbi Amrom Blau and Rabbi Aren Karzenallenbocea. (Unlted Nations
General Assembly A/AC. 1YA4/4L, 25th of November 1947 and United Nations

Cenciliation Commisslon for Pa!=stlne Coerml ttee on Jerusale; - fom. Jor. ¥.
30, 2nd August 1943).

In general, Orthodox Jewry was opposed to the formation of a Jewish
state in Pal=stime and especially & stale placed under the Jurisdiction
of Zlonists. Evidence to this effact was presented to thes United Nations
special Lommission during its sessiens on July 16, 1327 by Chief Rabbi
Joseph Zvi Dusklinsky and Rabbi Zelig Rouves Bengls., When the Uaited
Nations vated for partition, Orthodox Jewry under the lcagership of Rabbi
Dushinsky requested that at the very least, Jerusalem not be incluced in
the Zlonlst state.



gl

Rabuls Dushinsky, Blau and Katzene]lenbogean advocated, 8¢ recordad
In ths atove documents that:

A} The clty which ls 'sacred to all the nations should remsin unlgue
and be above &1} mational interests of all people by immediately proclaim=
Ing Jerusaliem an imternational clty and its cltizens under the protectien
of the United Natlions.

B) ATl parties accept the pesition that the Holy City be considered
neutral. A greater Jerusalem, given the status of &n International zone
by Internaticnal eqreement, is the surest guarantee for Its neutrality.
all afforte should be directed to assure thet Ia this Holy City there should
be implemented the unity ef International brotherhood towards all Mankind,
ard to prevent the underlying causes far disharmony and animoslty, and to - .
gszure the rule of pure G-dliness and rallgious worship to all wha dwell in
this elity.

C) Kost definitely not to Include any part of Jerusalem in the lionist
State or say state and not to divide the Holy City into separate entities.
Any form of division and splitting up of Jerusalem will have the effect of
undergcoring the &ifferances between races and rellglons, which contradicts
the srinciples of harmony, tolerance and brotherhood of the irkabltants and
imparils tha pease of the clity. Jerusalem must unify all of its reslidents.
By guarantealing these points there ls every reason to believe that the Holy
City shail be the ssat of peace, security and Internaticnal brotherhood.

Robb! Yoal Taltelbaum, the Sptmer Rabbi and respected leader of worle
Orthodox Jewry, Chlef Rabbi of Jerusales (1852-1978), elogquently expressed
the Torah's opposition te the very establishment of any Jewish statc in the
Holy Land, and noted that the Zlonlst accupation of parts ef Jerusalam was
in cpposition te-=xpress United Nations resolutions and therefore in direct
contradiction te 3 Talmudle Injunction. YT.T. Kesubos 11la - Vavoel Moshe .
volume |, ehapter E6).

The Zlenlst =tafe has usurped withnut any justificaticn, the holy name
ef lsrasl. Torah true Jews wish to live In peace and harmony with thelr
nelghbars end with tha esmmunlry of nations #nd deplore the palicies carriled
cut by thore who misuss the nars of lsrael. The Zionists cannot spes k for,
sne¢ do not represent the Jewlsh people.

W= further g=ciare that the Jewlsh people do not want to impinge upon
the rest of the imhabitants of the Holy Land and they certainly do not want
to contest the richts of the other inhabitants to “the places held by them,

L
Fad w

W

{continued)
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Therefors, In order to aveld further bloedshad and in the interest
of paaca, wa, as citlzens of Jerusalem, beg your £4cellengy to:

of the United Hations whose duty It wili be to protect the rights and
Interasts of Orthedox Jaws, Arabs, and all other Inhablitants of cur Holy
€lty: aad’ to £

A) #Epﬂint a respenslible person or persons from atong the members

B) Daclare.immediate United Natlons soveraignty over Jerusalem=-
ly to ali mankind==which would bz clearly supariar to Zicnistdomination
of all tha peopis—=Jewish and Arab--in th= Hely City.

Please accapt, Your Excellengy, the assurancaes of our highast astesm.

Rabb} Ur! Blau
for Neturei Karta of Jarusalam

S

it
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ere noted that
yreign minister and
, has consistently
wd energy to seek-
it with the Sowiet
he considers’ this
1 of power in the
site moment to in-
rts. :

Minister Mordechai Zipori said
yesterday there was a national con-
sensus in favour of pulling out of
Lebanon. He indicated that the
cabinet itsell was nearly unanimous
in this desire.

The chairman of the Knessel
Foreign AfTairs and Defence Com-
mittes, Eliahu Ben-Elissar, seemed

who advocated a hard line,
acknowledged he was in a minority
inside his own Herut Party.

The symposium, organized by the
Jaffe Centre for Strategic Studies,
was attended by many members of
the Tsrael Defence Forces general
staff, Chief of Staff Rav-Aluf Moshe

{ Continued on Page 15)

eMETEENCy SErvices (0 Lne refugees,
Teams of IDF doctors and nurses
are standing by at the bridges to of-
fer emergency medical treatment.

In downtown Sidon yesterday, a
grenade was thrown at an IDF
patrol. There were no casualties or
damage, and the patrol searched the
area for the attacker.
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By ROBERT ROSENBERG
Jerusalem Post Reporter

Police have officially linked last
month's attempt to plant explosives
at the Temple Mount mosques with
the recent spate of booby-trapped
grenades planted at other non-
Jewish religious buildings.

Police suspect that the same peo-
ple were responsible for all the inci-
dents, although only the grenade
plantings “were claimed by
anonymous callers identifying
themselves as members of Terror
against Terror (TNT).

Superintendent Amram Fahima

TNT now linked to mosque plot

now in charge of a team in-
vestigating both cases. Previously,
the investigation-of the TNT cases
were under the supervision of
Jerusalem sub-district inspectors
Moshe Ariel and Yuval Nahari.

A source close to the investiga-
tion said avenues of investigation
had been narrowed, but he did not
foresee impending arrests.

Over 20 kilos of explosives and a
large number of grenades were
found on the Temple Mount after
mosque guards chased off two men,

Immediately afterwards Fahima.

was assigned to the case and subse-
guently to the TNT cases, in which

-

|15 booby-trapped grenades were
planted at churches and mosques in
Jerusalem and its vicinty. Five went
off, wounding three people. .
Police have clamped'tight secrecy
over both cases, describing them as
“an extremely high priority.”
However, despite past promises
by senior officers in national
Serious Crimes department, no such
upgrading has yet been carried out.
A key aspect of the investigation
falls on the shoulders of the mili-
tary police, who are still trying to
determine from which army unit the
cxplosives, fuses and grenades were |
stolen.

b

Kﬂthc Police Southern District is

Mea She’arim said built on ancient graves 2

By ABRAHAM RABINOVICH
Jerusalem Post Reporter

Jerusalem, particularly Haredi
{ultra-Orthodox)  neighbourhoods,
are built atop ancient graveyards,
according to an archeological
report released this week.

The report is part of the running
battle between the archeological
community and haredi elements in
Jerusalem who have been at-
tempting to halt excavation of-an-
cient graves in the city.

Released by the municipality, the
report is based largely on a doctoral
dissertation by Amos Kloner of the
antiguities department on the
necropolis that surrounded the
walled eity of Jerusalem in the

o

Suffern, N.Y. (USA)

Virtually all neighbourhoods in =

3[;% ML

Second Temple period. Despite its

. dry tone, the report seems intended

to embasrass the haredim into being
more conciliatory on archedlogical
excavations,

For some 250 vears before the
destruction of the temple in 70 CE,
burials of Jerusalem’s dead were
carried out in hand-hewn cavesina
three-kilometre-wide belt sur-
rounding the Old City. Each family
had its own cave tomb and special
tombs were prepared at public ex-
pense for pilgrims who died in the
city or for executed criminals,

Of the 630 burial caves uncovered
so far, according to Kloner, the
thickest concentration — some 40
per cent — was north of the city in
the areas now occupied in good

To Joe and Dehﬁie Allalouf, New quk

A Daughter

To Jack and Rina Allalouf, New York

A Granddaughter

To Guedalia and Helena Allalouf Tappan, N.Y. and Tel Aviv

A Great-granddaughter

'JACQUELINE

Good Samaritan Hospital,

CToShLE™ VoS TFrah;

Ite'h 0

measure by haredi neighbourhoods
from Mea Shearim to the “bible
belt" between Tel Sanz and
Romema. = ;

Although no caves were reporied
when Mea She'arim was construc-
ted a century ago, Kloner presumes
this'was because foundations were
not dug deep enough or because the
caves were simply not recognized
for what they were :

“We've found only 10-15 per cent
of graves from that period,” Kloner
said 'in an interview yesterday,
“Many were destroyed over the
centuries during guarrying, but I'm
|(X} per cent cerlain that many in-
tact graves still exist under houses
and roads.”

{ Continued on Page 2, Col. 1)
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#- 4 police officer in the electronies
qudivision at national headquarters
yesterday was fined 1525000 for
illegally recording telephone con-
“versations of his estranged wife
while the couple wus undergoing
g—dtvorce proceedings.
h The Jerusalem Magistrates Court
% convicted Inspector Shalom Dis-
i telmanm of bugging his own
telephone illegally, intercepting his
wife's phone calls in March and
May 1982, Distelman admitted the
illegal bugging — with egquipment
he borrowed from his unit — but
denied he had made use of the in-
formation other than.in discussions
with his wife.
In passing sentence, Judg: Pura
Chaman ruled that he could not
determine whether Distelman in-
~deed used the information he ob-

tained to advance his case against
% his wife. The judge also took into
E account that Distelman “is not a
s criminal type’" and that his ex-wife
+ upparently had suffered no harm as
u result ‘of the illegal wire-tapping.

As a result of Distelman's convic-
tion, the national police headquar-
ters has tightened regulations gover-
ning the borrowing of police equip-
ment for officers” private use. (Itim)

-
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¢ Arens in S. Lebanon

« TEL AVIY (him). — Defence
¢ Minister Arens met Lebanese Presi-
% dent Amin Jemayel's sister Anis by
# chance yesterday during a tour of
! Southern Lebnanon, the Army
f Spokesman announced.

3 Arens spoke with |DF troops and
i visited the towns of Hasbaya,
w~Rashaya und Jezzine,

Neighhourhuud resldents demonstrate agalnst rising prices In

Jerusalem yesterday.

(Rahamim Isrzeli)

MEA SHFE'ARIM

{{ontinued from Page One)

Jerusalem District Archeologist
Dan Bahat, who compiled the
report for the Jerusalem Institute
for lsrael Studies, said this week
that the fact that modern Jerusalem
is built in a grayeyard “means that
we have no alternative but to com-
promise with reality and evacuate
the bones with due ceremony™ after
drcheologists have excavated the
graves. In antiquity, he said, graves
were shifted outside the city's
perimeter when the city was expan-
ded.

However, the leader of the haredi

Rabbi

! ;

3 BANK OF ISRAEL

| Publications Unit

: JUST PUBLISHED

:+ | Exchange Rates of Israel Currency, in Terms of the
e US Dollar

: and the Currency Basket, 1948-1983
1 Price: IS 250
; Oin sale at Government Publications, 29 D. Elazar St., Tel Aviv,

4lso obtainable from the Bank of Israel Publications Unit, P.0.B. 780,

! Jerusalem; mail your order with cheque, made payahble to the E"dl‘!.k of Israel.
.

'

. ;

'n. = i

fight against grave excavations,
David Shmidl of the Atra
Kadisha organization, told The
Jerusalem Post yesterday that
Kloner's findings were nol a sur-
prise to him and required no change
in the haredi position.

“The city “was surrounded by
burial caves in antiquity but in-
terspersed among fields and
villages, not in a continuous strip,”
he said.

Shmid| denied that haredi Jews
would have to move out of
neighbourhoods suspected of being
built on graveyards in view of the
religious ban ofs living in a
gravevard. Granting the likelihood
that graves lay beneath Jerusalem’s
neighbourhoods, he said, there was
definitely no halachic obligation to
search for an unknown grave.

Where graves are known, he said,
houses and roads can be built above
them as long as “double ceiling” is
built above the graves to keep their
impurity from contaminating the
surrounding area. Thus, he said,
halacha (religious law) does not im-

“pede the building up of Jerusalem.

It will. however, continue to im-
pede excavations of graves, he said.
Haredim do not accept the violation
of uncient resting places and the
transfer of bones from their original
graves for the convenience of

modern  scientists, ]

Israel advisory board o
fairs, which examined
banks' financial servig

The subcommpittee,
Meir Heth, chairmai
Aviv Stock Exchange
fast December _aﬁ:n

By JUDY SIE
Jerusalem Post |
Haim Aharon, Isn
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approved next week |
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By JU i1
Jerusalem W% |
Deputy Minister O
the official in charg
emigration, yesterday
the decline in emigrz
to “only 2,600" Israe
to 8,600 the previous |
1982 and 30,700 ip 1°

Shilansky received
from the Central
Statistics. His office
was overjoved by the
- The stalistics at
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