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Jerusalem, November 29,
161-23-1

Chief Rabbl Jawob Kassin
Sephardic Community
1616 Ocean Parkway
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11223,

Dear Rabbl Kassin,

I wish to acknowledge with thanks
recelpt of your telegram to the Prime Minister,
dated November 5, and to advise you that its
contents have been brought to his attention.

With best wishes,
Sincerely yours,
Yehuda Avner

Adviser to the
Prime Ministar

1978,
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25224CHUTZ IL

A

5 MAR HESHVAN TASHLAT

LELISHKAT ROSH HAMEMSHALAH

HIS EXCELLENCY MENAHEM BEGIN s

DEAR PRIME MINISTER BEGIN:

WE URGE YOU TO REBUILD THE ARRAHAM ABRINOU

SYNAGOGUE IN HEBRON.

WE FLEDGE OUR FULL SUPFPORT IN THIS PHDJECT;

CHIEF RAEB1 JACOB HKASSIN
SEPHARDIC COMMUNITY

1616 OCEAN PARHKWAY
BROOKLYNs N-¥. 11223
25224CHUTZ ILT

11/85/78 148BEST @01.85
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the smokestacks — mmokes from the furnaces
piles and piles of bones and limbs —

kalls of poison — the rosriog noissa from the muoliitnde,
mffocsting in the gas chambers —

the stench of the bodies — the emacisted corpses —
fertilizers for the soil of the frivolous;

snd how the tormentors turned bhoman [at inte sosp
and their skin into decorations for their womenfolk.

(Remember) those savage leaders pointing their fingers —
to the right: slave labar! — to left: the shadows of death!

(Remember) when the sharpshooter’s shots felled the diggers,
digging their own graves — to be buried still writhing in ageny.

And — how they reped our sisters — mutilated owr deughters —
the poisoned medicine from cruel doctors.

And the fogitives! In holes and hide-onts — and their children
abandoned in idolstrons homes,

Sheep withoot blemish — the blood of our captive rhilxlnm, offered
upan the mighty altar; woe! It was Thy loving servant's lifeless Mesh;

¥ ho conld count the sxintly Mlock? May their fire never go ont,
for they stood Thy test. were Sanctiliers of Thy Name,

they, who with the ery of “Sh'ma Yisroel!™ gave op their lives for
G-, so thet He may gather them in. Until the wery last

believing in His justice, singing alood the wong of faith
“Anee Maamin™

VWhat is left mow: s people, bewildered like arphans —
no graves Le pray at —
po tsmbsiones 1o weep i Lhe tears of our seared hearis

Their ssrrificial blood in their memorial — the blosd which will
ferever be bwoiling, which will never be forgotien;

snd the manmaing of ashes from their “Akedoh™, yea, all the
salpiles ot the altars shall be their lasting tribaote.

Wha conld express Yimroels tormest, its mind distarbed by misery —

what's lelt of it's shine reduced to tiny bits — its grestness sovely
crashed to.day

0" living G-d! o' Merciful One! comfort Thy congregation
which yesrmy se mnch for Thee

Caunse & new light 10 shine forth, let rays of glory glow and may G-d's
swirit omce more rest Epom us.
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He, who remembers those whe were mindful of Him, each generation ‘

and its saintly martyrs — sines the time Thoa hast chosen us —
Hl* He remember the groesome fate of the Lt generstion
oe! what ban happened 1o ma!
All those who were swenit away by the bloody flood — il those who
sacrificed their lives — all who drowned in the valley of texrs,

may G-d think of them in the lands of Eternal Lifs.
orever may their mimory be s blessing.

Lift your hands #p te Him, woe o' ye Heavens!
woe over the best of larael's tribes,

commtinities ond congregations, towns snd districts, fraternities and
feundations snd all the houses of worship,

I wished streams of witer wotld pocr ont of my eyes towards the
witerfalls of the rivers of tears

for the milliots of cremated corpsss, consumed in the fires of
dettruction and horroe,

For the princes of Torah, the pillars of Tradition,
for the young flowers of priestly children,

for the diligent scholars, the teackers of men and women,
and the precious youth sitending schocls,

the picos darghters, the old grecdparects and their offspriag.
tie litile infants jou: korn

= evecyone — Cicnsand cpen thosszeds, Lelowed in lifs,
whom denth did mot past

Sesrch for their blood! Take wceonnt of every driven lesi —
of every lile pesisked in the days of the bolocatst —
a 1otal of six million dead,

struck by Lghtaiog from the forions storm which derzazated

ons full third of tke cherihed vineyards Thoe didst so dearly love.

0" Avenger of blood! pray, do not erme the reme=branes ol their
mirery from the book which Thon kast written

Remember every maoan, every horrifying seream, when they were
herded for slanghtsr =

all the rivers of blood, il ths tearatained fzces:
they must nevesr be fargoiten

Every horrer, every sigh, every piercing oy from thoss torm
asundar by tu:?; .f!?“- -

remember them, count them. biad them inte Thy bandle, till the
day of Thy weagrace comey, to cvenpe their atter degradation.

In the barbarien's camp: pain, sickness, the snguish of
mortified sculs,

insnlts snd seoffing, shame and spit —
searing wounds from mmerclless besticg —

hanger, thirst. innity. tortare — stambling of the faint
whose strength waa one.

Every demb-rattle of every ain perishing i -
o', I-hrm:!h-. lh:lt.:h.i::;r hhr::t:l:m
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BNEI AKIVA OF NORTH AMERICA

25 West 26th Street
Mew York, M. Y. 10010

Tel. (212) 889-5260 /‘

3 . Mareh, 1978
Adar II 5738

Shalom Chaverim,

Enclosed please find a series of questions and answers on the subject:
"Eretz Yisrael - Rights, Law and Halacha.' The questions were asked by
chaverim of Bnei Akiva presently learning at Yeshivat Kiryat Arba as part
of our Hachshara program in Israel, who subsequently translated these
questions and answers into English.

Rav Eliezer Waldman, who provided these answers to pressing questions
of our day, is presently the Rosh Yeshiva at the Yeshiva G'voha at Kiryat
Arba. Rav Waldman is a native American, participated in one of our first Hach-
shara programs over twenty years ago, and has been close to Bnei Akiva in
thought and action ever since. This past summer, Rav Waldman was part of
the educational staff of Bnei Akiva's National Seminar held at Torah Va'Avodah
Institute, Beach Lake, Pennsylvania.

I am sure you will find the enclosed material most informative.

B'virkat Chaverim
LeTorah Va'Avodah,

Dov A. Bloom

Enc.

THE RELIGIOUS CHALUTZ YOUTH MOVEMENT

OFf The Roligious Zionists of America, Mizrachi — Hapoel Hamizrachi

MOSHAVA Campe; Indian Orchard, Pa.; Wild Rose, Wisc.; Big Bear, California: Ennismors, Ont.; Stone, Sugar Grove, Pa.
ISRAEL LEADERSHIP MACH HACH (Tenth Grade Summer Program)
TORAH VA'AYODAH INSTITUTE {Loadership Training Seminar)
BNEl AKIVA SCHOLARSHIP INSTITUTE | Year of Work and Study in leraell
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FRETZ YISROELS RIGHTS, LAW AND HALACHA

-
| |

Questions answered by Harav Eliezer Waldman, Rosh Yeshivat Kiryat Arba, Hebron. Rawv
Waldman was the guest rav at Bnel Akiva's National Seminar in the summer of 1977.
Question: From an ethical point of view, how can the annexation by Israel of land
conquered from the Arabs be justified?

Answer: First, I would not use the concept of "annexation' as pertaining to lands
which are ours and which we, with the help of the Almighty were able to liberate:
I would call them "liberated areas," not land that needs to be annexed. The general
community of nations has recognized the right of the People of Israel to return to
the Land of Israel and to establish there an independent state. Our right to our
homeland was recognized first by the Balfour Declaration (1917) and later by the
League of Hations at the San Remo Conference after World War I. Afterwards, various
countries reneged their recognition due to a rising confliet of interests. Nevertheless,
the right of the Jewish People to their homeland was officially recognized and sanc=-
tioned and that recognition pertains not enly to the area which is now called Eretz
Israel (Land ‘of Israel) but even included the East Bank of the Jordan, which is now
a Jordanian state. This recognition came about to acknowledge our just historical
and religious claim to the Land, although from our point of view, the Jewish Péople
do not need outside recognition, nor does any other nation require 'recognition" by
others. We received our recognition from the Eternal and Eretz Israel was given to .
us by Him.:‘Being driven out by other nations and absent from our land:for'2,000 years
does not mske it less just that this country belongs to us. We were not allowed to
exercige ‘our ‘rights to our land for many years, and even when given the opportunity,
we were allowed ‘émly part of it in which to establish a Jewish State. In the Six=Day -
War, when'we fought to defend our very existence, the Almighty helped us to liberate
further areas of the Land of Israel we had not planned to possibly acquire at that
time. ‘Specifically, with this war, we have just returned to more of our: .country and
we want ito rebulld it again. ' :
Anotheér point must be stressed with regard to Eretz Israel: Never has this area
been a political:entity except under Jewlsh Rule. Eretz Israel was at different
times part of some big empire, Muslim, Christian, or Turkish, but it was never a
political entity in itself ruled by any other government except by a Jewish
Government. That was the case before the destruction of the Second Temple and
therefore no other people has any right to claim rule over Eretz Israel except for
the Jewish people. This is the only country we can possibly live in as a people.
The Arabs have many countries. Even though the Arab people consider themselves one
nation, they have more than twenty countries, while this is our only country. No
nation could respect itself if it were willing to give away part of its own land, .
and especially not our peocple, when ours is such a small country.

Question: The retention of East Jerusalem by Israel is a point very few Jews would
argue about due to the accepted holiness of the city, with its religious and historical
and cultural connections to the Jewish People, but how can one extend similar claims

to the retention of Judaea and Samaria, an area which is almost totally populated by
Arabs?

Answer: First of all, the fact that we were driven out of our country does not Susd
justify that another people rule over our country. The fact that many thousands or
tens of thousands of foreigners have settled in our country does not change the fact
of this being our country and that we should rule it. If we would have been allowed
to settle in Judaea and Samaria in the last B0 - 100 years, when Jews began returning
to Eretz Israel in large numbers, then the situation would not be as it is today.



-

| We do not want to prevent other people from living here, as long as they want to be
peaceful and loyal to our government, but certainly their presence should not
diminish or negate our rights to live here and rule our own country.

Question: While it seems to be clear from the Bible that Judaea and Samaria form
part of Eretz Israel, how can similar claims be made for Sinai?

Answer: The borders of Eretz Israel extend at least as far as El Arish, according

to universal rabbinic opinion. At different times the area was settled by Jews.
Judaea and Samaria had a large Jewish population at various times. On the other hand,
no nation has any sovereignty over the Sinai Desert. It has always been a desolate
‘wilderness and as such has never been ruled by any nation. Egypt can have no real
claim to Sinai, which was first annexed to Egypt by Great Britain within the last
century. Before that it never belonged to Egypt. If Egypt really wants peace, there
is no reason why she should insist upon ruling all of Sinai. We could work together
in Sinai. As for the Jewish settlements there, there is no reason why Egypt should
oppose them being ruled by Jews.

Question: From the Halachic aspect, what is involved in handing over land to the Arabs?

Answer: First of all we have a mitzvah of yishuv ha'aretz, a commandment to settle
the Land of Israel which is exactly defined by the Ramban in his additions to the
Sefer HaMitzvot of the Rambam. The mitzvah is taken from the passage in the Torah
| "and thou shalt inherit it and dwell in it" (the Land). This mitzvah teaches us not
| to leave the Land in the hands of any of the natlons, nor should we allow it to be
|

left standing desolate. Rather, the Jewish People are told to povern it and settle
and develop it. This is a positive mitzvah according to the Ramban and most of the
Poskim concur in this. The Ramban explains the concept of Milchemet Mitzvah in
connection with this. lMilchemet Mitzvah is a positive commandment to go to war for
the sake of the Land. Its conquest is in order to establish Jewish sovereignty and
ownership of the Land. And if the Land is in other hands, we are commanded to go
to war to liberate and to settle it. Settling the land is part of the mitzvah. When
going out to conquer the Land several things must be taken into consideration: there
must be the means necessary for the conquest. Previous generations of our People did
not pursue the mitzvah because there was no possibility to conquer. There was no
‘ Jewish State, no Jewish army, and even when there is a Jewish army, vou have to con-
sider the chances of success. The command to make war is undertaken not on a basis
of whether people will be killed or not, but in order to fulfill certain commands
of the Torah: to conquer Eretz Israel: to destroy Amalek; to fight the Seven Nations
which 1ived in Eretz Israel; and in order to defend ourselves from the Natlons., We
are commanded to go to such a war even though any number of people may be killed.
The War of Commandmeént does not concern itself with Pikuach Nefesh (the commandment
to preserve life) because the latter takes precedance over all other mitzvot
except for the mitzvah to go to war. A valid consideration when going to war is
whether we can succeed in our objective. When the Land is already conquered, it is
not permissible to relinquish any part of it. To do so would be in defiance of the
positive commandment to inherit and to settle in the Land. The negative commandment
Lo Techonen furthermore cautions us against selling any of the Land to gentiles, or

allowing him permanent residemce in it.




Question: What is the position of the Halacha on sale of the Land for the Shmitta
year (Sabbatical year for the Land)?

Answer: The Shmitta sale does not involve any permanent land sale. The land is

sold to a Gentile for a limited time and reverts back to Jewish ownership at the

end of the Shmitta year. Such a sale can be made only when it is essential for
advancing the Land's settlement. This sale strengthens the Jewish ownership of the
Land in an hour of crisis, such as in our present economic situation when it does

not seem feasible to keep the Shmitta in its full context. The principle of Lo Techonen
does not apply here because there is no permanent sale involved. One of the Halachot
dealing with the Sabbath observance fo be found in the Gemorra (Bava Kama) in the
Rambam's Hilchot Shabbat, in the Shulchan Aruch and in the Mishna Brura states that

a Jéw is allowed to instruct a Gentile on the Sabbath to gign a contract for him and
to act on his behalf in order to buy a house in Israel owned by a Gentile. Taking a
house into Jewish possession on the holy Sabbath would normally constitute prohibited
work. A Jew on the Sabbath is not even allowed to tell a Gentile to perform any tasks
for him, but in the present case, where a Gentile's property in the Land becomes
available, a Jew is allowed to tell a Gentile to act in his name to acquire the house:
for him. 1In this matter, the Ramban refers to the passage ''The Land shall not be sold,
forever.” A Jew is not allowed to give up parts of Eretz Israel to any Gentile When
the Land is under Jewish sovereignty, how much more so does this principle apply.

Question: Is this the csse when relinquising parts of Israel may strengthen other
holdings?

Answer: The prohibition stands. The Torah does not permit us to perform a mitzvah
by means of a forbidden act. The only way to strengthen our sovereipgnty over the
Land is by what the Torah prescribes. No Jew may use his own judgement on matters
which the Torah illuminates for us, in the lopes of strengthening our sovereignty.

Question: From a Halachik point of view surely any security arrangements which
guarantee both Israel's security and the chance to achieve a true peace are worthy

of consideration. How can one justify rejection of the prime minister's program and
risk endangering oursélves in a manner which seems in direct conflict with the principle
of Pikuach Nefesh (preservation of life) for the individual and for the community?

Answer: I mentioned already that the matter of Pikuach Nefesh is no excuse to post-
pone the mitzvah of Milchemet Mitzvah, because every war endangers life, by its very
nature. Pepple may contend that if we refuse to give back the territories it endangers
the very existence of the Jewish People. Such a contention requires careful Halachic
study. It is not sure that by Halachic law one could give back territories.

The situation is today that we are not convinced that the Arab countries no longer
want to annihilate us. Certainly most of them still say that there is ro place for

a Jewish state here and they strive to eliminate the presence of a Jewish state in

the Middle East. Some of the Arabs are less explicit, but that does not mean that

this is any less their goal! They have not convinced us that they really want peace,
We have never wanted war but they initiated the wars or made massive preparations

to attack, forcing us to enter war against them. FEach'war we fought was a war of
defense and we never went out to war with preméditated idea to capture or even liberate
our territories. Sadat has now come and claims he wants peace, a real peace, but this




is something that has to be proven. Many years have to pass. Just four years ago
this same leader killed more than 2,000 Jews. In an interview Sadat gave to the
Egyptian magazine "October" he expresses his pride over the vengence he took for

Deir Yassin (an Arab village near Jerusalem destroyed by the Jewish underground in 1948)
because in the wars he made against Israel he "annihilated an entire Jewish generation."
He is happy about it and that is why he can talk peace now, because he has had his
vengence. All this is barbaric talk and the man is unashamed and even happy that

he annihilated a generation of Jews. When Jews had to fight wars, we were not glad

to kill, not then and not now. We did what we had to, with sorrow, and we had no
choice but to do it. But Sadat still speaks that way just as he spoke about a year
dago when he said he was willing to sacrifice a million Arab lives in order to liberate
the territories. How can he all of a sudden talk about peace? I am quite sure he

is the same as Arafat who would be very happy to have peace, along with everything
else he wants: having all the Land of Israel, dismantling the Jewish State. All that
is better than war., Thelr ldea is opposed to real peace and to pood relations with
one's neighbors and to taking into consideration the Jewish State and the Jewish
people’'s right to exist. I am quite sure that eventually we will get peace. But it
will only come when the Jewish people will be strong, strong enough and for a long
period of time. Only this will convince the Arabs that they have no choice but to
make peace with us. They must be made to see that they have only to gain and profit
by peace with us. Peaceful relations bring economic and cultural benefits. Real
peace cannot be easily achieved. It takes time. Sadat's visit to Israel came about
cnly because he saw that he had no choice and had only to gain by it. Ten years have
already passed since the Six-Day War and the entire world, including the United States
has been adamantly against our holding the new territories that were liberated. The
Arab countrles surprised us with the Yom Kippur War and even under the terrible con-
ditions that then prevailed, they could not gain what they wanted. So Sadat may be a
little more realistic now. He hoped that by peace talks he could gain everything he
wanted. Israel at this time must stand firm and strong, and be patient and persevere
for perhaps another ten, twenty or fifty years until a true peace comes. It is al-
ready quite obvious that agreeing to Arab demands for concessions is futile, because
they are not satisfied with the concessions you give them. Every concession brings
more pressure for yet more concessions. They have not rescinded on any of their de-
mands, though we were willing to meet them halfway. Prime Minister Begin undoubtedly
holds the same goals that he had previous to his election, but with regard to Sinai,
he has shown readiness to relinquish territory because he does not consider it as

part of Eretz Israel. laybe he has gotten tired. He has always said that peace

will come only by taking a strong stand on our rights and that it will take time.
Perhaps he has potten confused by the rush of events and he hopes he can get peace
more quickly. I hope that he will see that this is not the way to arrive at a peace
settlement. We can hope for peace only be strengthening cur existence in and sovereignty
over Judah and Samaria, which he indeed says he wants to strengthen. The Gentiles

are clever diplomats and press hard for what they want. The only way to overcome
their diplomacy is to speak the plain truth, which !ir. Begin has done capably up

until now. Another factor to take into consideration is the weakness of the previous
government. Following the Six-Day War, the government was ashamed to egpeak out on
our rights with repard to the Land of Israel. They spoke of "Defensible borders."
5till, such a concept should give us the undeniable right to hold certain territories
which were liberated or as they say - "conquered.’' That mode of expression did not
get 'us anywhere. If we ourselves cannot see that we have a sovereipgn right to these
areas, then what right have we to take land that ‘belonged to others' for reasons

of defense? TForgive the comparison, but Hitler (may his memory be erased) claimed

-




neighbors have never committed themselves to peaceful coexistence. [Lven Sadat
repeats that when he explained that there will not be any more wars, he said this would
be so only on condition that he gets what he wants. And if he does not get what he
asks, then he is not promising "no more war." That is why the present situation is
quite dangerous and confusing. There is something even more terrible than the
realistic danger of giving back territories or letting the Arabs have part of the
rule of our country. Even more serious than the proposed plan of autonomy 1is the
problem of the morale of the Jewish people..After the last elections people had a
feeling of having recovered their self-respect. We felt good after the confusion
which followed the Yom Kippur War. Now again our people feel that perhaps we have
to give in. They sense we are being isolated by the peoples of the world. These

" expressions - "being isolated" show psychological weakness. When were we mot isolated?

Do we expect to find strength by having food friends among the Nations? Is that the

source of our strength? We have always been 1solated, from the days of our forefather
Abraham of whom it is said "for Abraham stood on one side and the entire world stood
opposed' and of Jacob our forefather it is said, that "he remained by himself.'

Bilam said about the Jewish people "a nation that shall dwell apart.” We shall remain
isolated until the peoples of the world recognize the truth of our beliefs, of our

morals, of our ethics. They can't stand us being the conscience of the world. They
retain barbaric tendencies and interests, but our strength stems from standing upon

rights, from persevering in our beliefs. As a believing people, we know our stremgth .
stems from confidence and faith in the Almighty. Jews who place their strength in

- G-d have the healthy feeling that their people are coming to life again, the healthy

ziopist feeling of our pepple achieving our destiny. We have a special way of 1life-

“ even if there are different opinions of what that special way of life is. We have

come out of exile and have become independent, o s Sy With this’
good start, we should not be afraid of the Gentiles. We have reestablished our place
in the world. The pracess can only move forward. Any leader who thinks we should

go backwards a little in order to gain strength just does not understand the process
of our history. We have been standing up for ten years against all the nations of

the world, even with our previous gpvernment'andlthia shows that they (the natioms)
cannot force us. They will accept our terms if we stand firm on our rights.

Some people side with the Arabs and attach ethical standards—towards their sympathy.

1f we are really worried about the welfare of the Arabs, then that should certainly

—~—have us stand ever more strongly upon our rights. The Arab people have nothing to

gain by our being weak, because the Arab leaders have not done anything for the Arab

people. For instance, if there would be an independent Arab state on the "West Bank'',

that would only add another dictatorship ro the Middle East, where the elite, the

leaders, would take advantage of the common. people. Whether it would be a communist .
state or any other state, it would not add anything"no-tha-Axab_peuple's well being.

It should be taken into comsideration that our purpose as a people is to be "Or LaOlam"

a light unto the nations. The path to that goal requires a strong Jewlsh state, where

we can give full expression to our ideals, to our ploneering endeavors. and to the

spiritual heritage of the Jewish people. In the last decade, especially just before

and after the Six-Day War, it became obvious that the Jewish-people utilize their
{mmense innerrstrength only when a challenge is-set~before them. If the present
government would put forward the challenge of building up Judaea and Samaria, to

settle it and strengthen the country, if this goal were put-to the youth of Israel

and the Diaspora, I am quite sure .people would start working for the good of our
people and be less concerned with selfish or material-goals. Any attempt to go back
instead of forward would put us back in this small Jewish state to havinz no ideal. We
would lose the direct touch we have with the Land which kepg alive and aroused all

* those ideals through the past decades and which gtill has the power to arrouse those

B




he needed more territories for defense of the German people. That was 1his excuse
for taking over other countries, and that is why the Gentiles are certainly right when
they told theprevious government that "if you need defense, we will give you defense.
We will sign treaties with you and set up an electronic early-warning system to assure
you of defense, but we will not give you territories. These are Arab territories."
Now after Menachem Begin's election as prime minister of Israel. he started to
clarify our position. 'This is our Land, not Arab territory. It is the Land of
Israel, it is Judaea, it is Shomron (Samaria)," and little by little the Gentiles
began to understand that this is our land whether they agree with it or not. They
began to understand we won't give in or our just rights. And now in the last few
months, there is silence in regard to this matter of our rights. As for the question
of autonemy for Judaea and Samaria, perhaps Begin wants to confuse the enemy. But
his is really confusing the Jewish people too. The Arab is perhaps not perplexed by
this offer. Begin uses the expression of "home rule.” Until now the Arabs have
mostly ruled themselves in their eities and towns. We did not tell them how to run
their lives with regard to education, welfare and other services. It we want to
express it formally, this "home rule' should be nothing more than "mumicipal home
rule.’ But where is the comnnection between Judah, Samaria, an] Gaza if one means only
"home rule?" If we only mean municipal home rule, why should we need a "council"
elected by the people of these three areas? I understand that Prime Minister Begin
means only "home rule' but one cannot expect that things willrwon according to one's
express intentions. The Arabs specifically say that they will not accept it. They
want self-determination and they want their own state - independence. And secondly,
they say that even if they accept it, it will be only a step towards self-determination
in their own state. They certainly will work for that. They are thus being confused,
as we are too. Our experiences with the Arab world shew that everything must be
clearly defined. If you say clear things, they understand them and they sit-quietly.
1f your stand is mixed up, or misleading, theytake advantage of it, as they did under
the previous government. Since Begin's government was elected, we have no problems
in Judaea and Samaria. We do not have demonstrations and other foment because the
government has a clear stand: "This land is ours!'" The Arabs see there is nothing
to do about it. Under the previous government, the Arabs knew they could exert
pressure on us, because the gowernment did not have a clear stand. Uow 1f we offer
autonomy, they understand autonomy to mean giving in to their demands. Their idea
of autonomy is a step towards an independent state. The common Arab does not want
to annihilate the Jews. His main interest is to live quietly and mzke & livinp. But
the Arab leaders' interests are not focused on the welfare of the Arab people. Their
primary concern is for Arab prestige and honor. Thelr idea of honor consists of ruling
by the sword and helding sway over a large dominion. It is easy for these leaders
to inspire the Arab people with regard to violence and terror similar to the PLO.
And’ ¢ that is why it is most important for our welfare, for the preservation
of life which is sacred to us, to put forth a clear policy. Peace may not be
immediately achieved, but such a poliey will certainly prevent war. I think the
Yom Kippur War occurred, not because of our strength and retention of the land we
liberated, but because of our weakness in not formulating a clear stand. This is
apart from the factor of whether we were ready for a war. The Arabs though that if
they would go to war and exert pressure on us, we would have to give in. When they
saw that there was nothing to be gained by war and pressure, they had to resort to
speaking with us.

At any rate, arranging any kind of peace for the sake of trying to prevent more
bloodshed is a dangerous illusion. Relinquishing the territories puts us into danger,
especially when we are standing up against millions of people, and several of these




ideals today. Believing Jews know the power of faith and sanctity of our people and
fully understand the necessity of building the country with personal dedication, and
fighting for it.

The Bnei Akiva are going forward in this direction of unification of sanctity and
heroism, working in the framework of life of the Jewish people and building the
country. All this process could be set in reverse, if we go backwards in regard
to the Land of Eretz Israel which needs incorporation into the Jewish State.

Question: In the history of Israel four wars have occurred which seem to be
setbacks in the process of our redemption. How can all this suffering and setback
which Begin's plan implies be explained as part of the period of redemption, when
everything should go forwards and not backwards?

Answer: First of all wars are not contradictory to the process of redemption but

are actually part of the process. Our Sapes teach tiat 'the besinning of the
Fedemption is signalled by wars."” As it is written, 'Lord of wars, sows acts of
kindness, brings forth works of Salvation'" - all this is part of the redemption.

Vlars come about when the power of good has to conquer the powers of evil. Eedemption
(geulah) is the epitomy in which the power of good overcomes the powers of evil in

the world in gemeral and in the Jewish people through repentance and evocation of

all the holy powers which we have within us. Wars are all part of that. The Redemption
process is seen in the wars between Jews and Gentiles, and also in personal strife
necessary to overcome evil powers within us. Suffering is also part of the process

of redemption. The Sages refer to the birthpangs of Redemption. The pathering-in

of the exiles whereby Jews from different exiles return to live in Israel and require
education to understand their essence as Jewish people is not a simple undertaking.

We would prefer the Redemption to be a simple process without any suffering, or lessen
the pain, or to prevent war. To deserve an easy redemption we have to come to under-
stand the will of G-d. About seventy years ago a Jewish Sape remarked that an important
Chassidic rabbi came to lodpe a complaint against him that he was trying to rush the
knd of Days. The sage answered that "I am not trying to push the Redemption, the

End of Days is pushing me.!!" %e should feel that we are being pushed and directed

by G-d in a certain direction and allow ourselves to be led. Today it is clear,
perhaps twenty years ago it was not so obvious, but the only way to lessen the suffering
and to bring about all the good reserved for us and for the Arab nation and for the
world is to continue to stand up for our rights. We must uphold the essence of our
rights, it is a natural human principle for a people to stand for its right to

its own country. Everyone knows this is our only country. Everyone knows what the
minimum boundaries are. We are not speaking about the maximum historic boundary.

The 1578 boundaries of our country are minimum. Certainly everyone knows that no

one else has or ever had any right of ruling this country. Ue are not saying the
Arabs have no right to reside here. e have no objection to an Arab who lives here.
He can even have citizenship. We do ask however, for his loyalty, which every

country requires of its citizens. A strong stand will bring us closer to Redemption
and assure us of much less suffering and less danger of war.

Rabbi Eliezer Waldman
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Y RabbAnit Miriam Levinger -

It started from the feeling that something was wrong,

We came to Hebron eleven years ago with the intention of living there -
in the ecity. After compromising and promises - here we were, living
in Kiryst Arba, & hill looking over Hebron circled in by s tight ring
of newly built Arsd houses, The promises melted swey and that

intial compromise to live on a distant hill revesled itself as a
mistake, There are truths thet one csnnot compromise on and Hebron

weg one of them.

We got together, a group of women, and decided to go for truth -
all the way, No compromises, Abraham, Isaec and Jacob had lived in
Hebron.s Eing David d4idn't live in s fenced-off Kiryst Arba - he lived
with his wives and children in Hebron. We modern Jews didn't take
the exesmple from them - from their truth - and that's when things
started going wrong.

S0 here we sit in "Hadeesah"™ - the house that served as an
out-patient clinie until the 1929 pwogrom. The apothecesry who, until
the progrom started, served the Jewish snd Arab pudlie, taking no money,
hed his eyes gouged out and hies wife's hands were chopped off. Hie
daughter was massacred after torture and the surviving daughteor was
left to tell khm us the story 40 years later in Kiryst Arba. They
diédn't didcover her under the Dbed,

The Hadassay building Deed was handed over to the Kiryat Arbe
loocal committee by Abraham Franko, leading member of the Bephardi
comminity to whom the building belonged,



On the 29th of Nissan, in the early hours of the morning,
we woke up the children, dressed them warmly and elimbed into the
waiting truck. Twenty minutes later - we were in the Hadagssh

building, sweeping the duet of yesrs, cleaning, and promising
81l the ghosts who hovered about that we were come to stsy and
that their tortured tired souls, after long years of walting,

could go tou rest.

Abraham, Isasc and Jacob - Here we are,

w7037 R f{ﬂﬂ
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Post

1,000 in rally for Hebron sit-ins
women at old Hadassah building

Jerusalem Post Staff

KIRYAT ARBA. — More than a thousand
people participated last night In a
demonstration of support for the
Kiryal Arba women occupying the
old Hadassah bullding In Hebron.
The military government
prevented forelgn television crews
from photographing the demonstra-
tion. An Isrsel Radio technician
carrying taperecording eguipment
was dragged away from the
demonstration by a milltary govern-
ment officer, but the radio reporter
he was accompanying avolded evic-
tion by hiding In a nearby lane.

On Friday, soldlers who tried to
weld iron bars onto & window {n the
old Hadassah bullding met with
strong resistance from the women
who have been occupying the
buflding for the past two and a half
weeks,

The soldlers carried out the
welding to stop more women from
entering the bullding.

The government is due to discusa
today what to do about the ongolng
git-in at Hadassah, which began on
April 25, to spearhead the demand
for Jewish settlement in the town.
L

It was reported yesterday that the
military government haa issued
orders prohibiting six Kiryat Arba
resldents from golng into the Tomb
of the Patriachs and Hebron town.

American twin brothers ltud]rlnj[
at Bir Zeit unlversity, who have been
perved with deportation orders, are
currently in the Russian Compound
police lockup In Jerusalem. The
brothers, Carl and Michael Derrick,
are expected to be expelled from the
country early in the week. An
Interlor Minlstry spokesman last
night would not say exactly when
they would be leaving.
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