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JERUSALEM A I‘J”ifj‘(‘)RY PANEL APPROVES PLAN

JAMES FERON
The New York Times

Appeared on Front PPage of New York Times, Sunday July 6, 1969.
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i BY JAMES FERON

Special to The New York Times

JERUSALEM, July 5§ — The
Jerusalem Committee, an inter-
national pahel including town

scholars, has endorsed &z vast
rehabilitation plan drawn up by
Israeli authorities for the area

outside the Old City walls.
After almost a week of
study, the 42 advisers from 19

the sector annexed by Israel
after the 1967 war with the
Arabs.

Under the plan, vast alter-
ations would be made in the
landscaping around the 16th-
century walls and in pedestrian
and traffic patterns. Many
Arab  practices would be
:hanged.

countries declared a pro.cctcd] The significance of the com-

Jerusalem park “<adsfactox},"'

mittee’s endorsement lies in its

and said that it would serve timing and in the neutralizing
to reinforce the unity of theleffect it may have on some
city. critics of Israeli plans for the
The 600-acre park would|former Jordanian sector of the
surround the historic walls of|City.
the Old City—including a thin; Mayor Teddy Kollek began
strip on the north and intro-|0Tganizing the committee last
duce far-reaching changes in/year and planned its first meet-
the western dnd southern ap-|!™8 Months ago. The experts’

proaches, almost all of it within|Continued on Page 12, Column 3
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Jerusalem Advisory Panel Approves Plan for a
Park Surrounding Old City |

1

'put before the gathering was
| e tane for the Jerusalem park,
Yareival in Jerusalem Monday oc-i  Drawn up by the National
{ curred just before a Unived Na- Farks Authority —- partly be-
#tions Security Council rnef:tingig‘éugﬁ; c“tht(;cssg'rtrg};mgugggé "‘t’g:
(e Senla 3 AN - onec tne city L
?:'Je’m'sa‘c;'n, Acting on"a 'oxi\.‘;palrrk plan recommended dra-
laint by Jordan, the Councilip\aiic “rehabilitation and pres-
demanded that Israel annul hérlervation work.

nexation of East Jerusalem| The city walls, built by Su-
iand measures” taken to changelleiman the Magnificent about
he status cf the city. | 11530, should determine the
| Mayor Kollek asked the ex-jscale of construction and the
iperts to try to forget poiiticsinature of the landscaping
while they were here. He said|around them, "the authority
that Jerusalem had lived underjsuegosted.

dozens of rulers in its 3,000- detailed 60-page pros-

[Continucd From Page 1, Col. 7

- O

B
&

|
ibc cared for and preserved noO|the panel, the authority said
Im<}“0r what the poiitical situ-|that some sections of the outer
tion. . . iwalls go 50 feet below the ac-
¢ In its report, the panel fourd|cumulation of earth and debris,
;“the preparatory work of theiznq suggested that where ap-
fauthorit’es both valid and far- nropriate the full height of the

™

year history and that it had toipccius that was scrutinized by|-

cluster of hotels on the north-jarea became a major pari of
western slope of the Mount of the no man’s land dividing the
4lives. It was understood that two sectors of Jerusalem be-
Silwan village, south of the Old tween the 1948 and 1967 wars.
City, might be left out of the] An Israeli slum, occupied in
park plan, although the plan|part by squatters whe risked
calls for the Arabs’ homes there]Jordanian sniper bullets from
to be preserved. atop the walls rather than pay
Mayor® Koller said that Sil-|rent, will be cleared away. Also
wan, whose traditional Arab/marked for demolition is West
structures séem to grow right/Jerusalem’s major automobile
out of the rock, probably would repair area.
not be included because it The planners called for pres-
would become virtually impos- ervation of the skyline and have
sible for the villagers to getmarked off a belt just outside
permission to renovate build-the park area, runping mostly
ngs. : atop surrounding ridges, for
The projected park will intro- controlled development.
?}:xce;jmanly changes, including The planners have also ex-
e demolition of Arab slums,i., i 3 -
and these are expected to create ;ﬁ}‘;ﬁedﬂ’f Eﬁi&m&a r&%ﬁ:t
a stir when details are fu“y;S(;opus that contains some

known. hotels and- homes.

tsighted.”” It cautioned against
Isuccumbing to the temptation
{to use the city's “extraordinary
{wealth of tangible remnants of
[the past to make the city & mu-
Jseum cr a stage set.”

“The citv must be kept a
dliving c’tv.” the panel said.
{ “Much of the work to be done
§is overdus." To delay rchabili-

2]

f tation of the walls, the clear
#°nce of slums and the protec-|

ftion of sites “woulld do irrepa-
irable harm,” the experts said.

Among the 42 participants,
part of a committee of 72 from
21 countries, were Prof. Bruno
Zevi of Italy, a town planner;
Prof. Gaston Wiet, a French
scholar of Islamic art; Isamu
Noguchi, the American scuiptor
and landscape designer, and Sir
Isaiah Berlin, the Oxford his-
torian.

{walls should be exposed.
$itress on Terracing
_An ancient moat near .the
Tower of David or the western
side should be cleared, the au-
lthority suggested. Because the
'0ld City sits atop several hiils,
the terracing outside the walls
should be carefully planned,
Ithe suthority said.

It recommended loosely
planred, unregimented rings of
growth selected to maintain
full visibility of the walls, Near-
est them would be grass, wild-
flowers and shrubs, Relatively
short olive, fig and carod trees
would be planted farther down
the slope and finaily tall cyp-
ress trees.

Roads would serve only the
park and the Ol¢ City itself,
although virtually all vehicles

ample, that only small taxis be
permitted within the Old City
walls and that the entrances to
the city's gates, now lined with
taxis, be cleared of all vehicular
traffic to create a plaza. New
taxi stands will have to be
found, perhaps underground.
where most of the parking will
be shifted. .

The planners have also rec-
ommended the elimination of an
ornamental park along the

northern wall between the Da-
mascus Gate and Herod’s Gate.
This park runs parallel to the
main street of East Jerusalem
and was the pride of Jordanian
landscapers. )

The Israeli planners argued
that the complicated, fancy
treatment introduced by the
Jordanians, with rows of potted
plants, steps and narrow paths,

The planners propose, for ex-/ The parks authority recom-

mended the . continued use of
stone or stone facing in con-
struction, and traditional forms
such as arcades. domes. flat-

tened domes, shingles and metal’
grillwork.

The committee members called
on their “Moslem brothers” to
join the advisory body. Arabs
declined to accept Mr. Kollek’s
invitation although scholars in
Islamic art and architecture
Jare included on the panel.

i

Others were Geoffréy Bawa,{would be banned from inside
ithe Ceylonese architect; Carlos|the walled city. Major arteries,
Garcia, former President of the|including one that now leads
Philippines, and Dr. Willempast the eastern wall to Jeri-
Sandberg, former director of{cho, would be replaced.

the Municipal Museum of Am-| The park, as pictured in the
sterdam. i

“detracts from the walls.” Al
simple slope dotted with cy-!
press trees and some shrubs
was rezommended.

Changes also will be intro-

prospectus, contains an island|duced in the western, or Israel.i.
The most ambitious projectiof commercial development, a|side of the 0ld City Walls. This
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