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ISRAEL AND THE
‘PALESTINE ISSUE’

TE lsraells make no pretensions of de-
' termining whether there |s or I8 not &
“Palestinian entity.” Thiz decislon is the
privilege of the Arahs themselves, As o

“result of the war imposed upon us in 1848
‘some of the Arabs of Palestine

left and
wandered to other places. None the less 1
reject the contentlon that “two and & half
million ¥ Araby are wandering about the
world without a homeland."

There s complete distortion in any com-
parison between the situation of the Jews
In the Diaspora who are without & home-
land and between the Palestinlans. The
Palestinlan Arabs live among thelr brethren,
with whom they share a common religion,
culture and language. The Arabs them-
selves declare that they are a single Arab
nation — albelt a nation which Hretthel
over elghteen Independent statds. /o <. T

The difference and distinction between an %
Arab from Judea or Samarin living today
In Amman ‘and an Arab who has for gen-
erations lived on the East Bank of the
Jordan is much less than the difference and
distinctlon among Jews from various lands

— vet we ahsorb these Jews and blend with |

them into one pation. Whoever speaks in
terms of balance and analogy between the 3
Jewlsh problem on the one hand and the ¥
Paleéstinian problem on the other, {3 Ignoring,
the fact that this parcel of land In which
we have established the State of Isras] (s
the only ons In which the Jewish people
can be sovereign and In which every Jew
can live with his fellow-Jews In In-
dependence. g Ao Jraw b o

i — lnnreil wha hears such a com-
parison and s persuseed by IL I1a only &
!h'p away from afcepting the concept of
: “the plundered 1and and ewrythmg Implied
1w AL

g
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The Palestinlan refugee problem has not
yel been solved only because the Arab
states have kept It unsolved for use against
us. A shocking example of this was the
sltuation previlllng In the refugee camps
in 1867 when we entered the Gaza Strip.

The Egyptlan government, for (nstance,
did not extend Egyptian citizenship to the
inhabitants of the Gaza Strip, nor did it
allow them to work or to move anywhora
else. L T

In contrast with the" aﬁil‘nge behaviour of
some of the Arab states, the government of
Jordan extended Jordanlan cltizenship to
the Arabs of Palestinlan origln within Its
territory, Citizenshlp wnas bestowed upon
the resldents of Judea and Samaris as well
&8s upon their brethern on the East, Bank,
All these — those on the East Bank and
In Judea and Bamaria — gmre thus
Jordanian ecltizens. Sy il

Opportunities in Jordan

The Palestinian Arabs have in Jordan
eve npnurtunlt}' for “self-expression. They
41-9?3;&! on Jordan — fust as Jordan cannot
exist without them. There are In Jordan
wide spaces that can be developed for the
rechabllitation of the Palestinfans.

Some 800,000 or more citizens of Palestin-
lan origin are now living on the East Bank
of the Jordan. For many Years now, never
léss than half of the members of the
Jordanian Parllament have been of Paleatin-
lan origin, as are the majority of the mem-
bers of the present Jordanian Cabinet

Between the Mediterranean Sea and the
Eastern Desert, there {3 room for two
statea only: o Jewlsh state, and an Arab
state — Israel and Jordan. We oppose the
establishment of an additional Arab state
In the reglon between Israel and Jordan./

T ]

As I have mentioned, there are at least
600,000 citizens of Falestinian orlgin lving
on the Eastern Bank of the Jordan Rliver,
This population 18 bound to the Arabs of
Judea and Samaria by family ties and by a
comman origln. For thls reason, I am glad
that the policy of the open bridges is con-
Hnulng, a polley that makes it possible to
malntaln this link between the Arabs of
the administered territories and thelr bro-
thers In Jordan and the Arabs in the neigh-
bouring countries.

During the past two years, about half a
milllon people have crossed those bridges
This flgure Includes some 210,000 Iin-
habitants of the administered aress who
crossed Into Jordan for visits to that and
other Arab countrles, and about 290,000
Inhabitants of Arab countrivs who wisited
the administered areas and Israel, Including
260,000 whp came In the framework of the
summer visits, The number of Arabs cross-
Ing the bridges In both direction ls Increas-
Ing steadily.

We have enncted the polley of the open
bridges out of consideration for the needs
of the Arabs in Juden and Samaria and
thelr brethren lving on the East Bank of
the Jordan. One can Imagine the suffering
and distress caused this population if the
bridges were barred, and with them, the
opportunity to maintain family contacts
and the large-scale exchange of gpoods be-
tween Juden and Samaria, and the East
Bank of the Jordan.

Commenting in the HKnoesset on King
Hussein's speech of March 18, 1872, 1 sald:
“We have never interfered in the internal
structure or nature of the regime of any
country. Should the King of Jordan decide
to change the nmame of his kingdom to
‘Falastin' or any other name, and to in-

e
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Between the Mediterranean
and the Eastern Desert there
is room for two states only —
Israel and Jordan, said Prem-
ier Golda Meir in her address
to the Labour Party Secretar-
iat last week. Here is the pre-
pared text of that part of her
speech devoted to the Pales-

tinian issue.

troduce changes in the internal structure
of his realm in order to give, within his
kingdom, an opportunity for self-expression
to those Arabs who call themselves Pales-
tinians, and if, in the course of negotintions
between us, we should have agreed on all
relevant aspects Incloding the territorial
one — then we should not coneern our-
pelves with taking a stand in internal
affairs which are within the soverelgn com-
petence of the Aranb nation that borders on
Israel in the East”™

We shall not negotiate with the organiza-
tlons of murderers and their leaders, who
endeavour fo destroy the State of Israel
nnd to establish instead s Palestinlan state
on the 'stolen land.” All the more so, aince
the murder and terror organizations’
clalma of representlong the Arabs of Judea
and Samaria, and Arabs of Palestinian
ulrlﬁln in other countries, lnl:l-: all founda-
tlon ol s

The peace treu.Lles nhull lm:lude i reitera-
tion of our readiness, which has remained
valld throughout the years, to pay Festitui-
tion: for abandoned Arab property, and our
willingness to offer all technical ald for the
rehabilitation of refugeez in Arab countrles,
The rehabilitation of those refugess who
live within the borders of Israel shall be our
responsibility. The problem of the Arabs
who strive for a Palestinlan identity can
and must find its solution in the Kingdom
of Jordan, At the conclusion of the peace
treaties, we shall Insist that the advent of
peace be accompanled by an end to the
Arab-Tsraell conflict and that it be agreed
that the Arabs shall have no further claima
on Iﬂrm_l
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‘PALESTINE ISSUEFE’
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;“,-‘E‘. Israells make no pretensions of de-
4 termining whether there is or | not a
- “Palestinian entityv." This decision la the
Jprivilege of the Arabs themselves, As a
“result of the war imposed upon us In 1948
“some of the Araba of Palestine left and
wandered to other places. None the less I
_reject the contention that “two and a half
X million ¥Arahs are wandering about the

world without & homeland."”

There la complete distortion in any com-
parison between the situation of the Jews
in the Diaspora who are without a home-
land and betweén the Paleatinlans, The
Palestinian Arabs live among thelr birethren,
with whom they share a common religion,
culture and language. The Arabs them-
nelves declare that they are a single Arab
natlon — albeit a natlon whlr]],_ ntret:hea
over elghteen independent statés. /| ..

The difference and distinction between an .
Arabh from Judea or Samaria lving today
In Amman and an Arab who has for gen-
erations lived on the East Bank of the
Jordan !5 much leas than the difference and

distinction among Jews from various lands: de

— Yel we absorb these Jews and blend with
them into one nation Whoeever speaks in

terms of balanee and analogy between the &

Jewish problem on the one hand and the )
Paleatinian problem on the other, is lgnuring.-
the fact that thiz pareel of land in which
we have established the State of Tarael is
the only one In which the Jewish peoaple
can be soverélgn and in which every Jew
can  live with his fellow-Jews in In-
dependence. 4 Ad.. fio

Il who hl:a.rn such a com-
parison and Is persusaed by It ls only o
step away from accepting the concept of
t“m plunderad Mnd“ and ewryr.hmg Impliad
iy L

The Palestinian refugee problem has not
¥eét been solved only because the Arab
states have kept It unsolved for use against
us. A shocking example of this was the
situation prevailing in the refugee camps
in 1867 when we eantered the Gaza Strip.

The Egyptian government, for Instance,
did not extend Egyptian eltizenship to the
inhabitants of the Gaza Strip, nor did It
allow them to work or to move anywhere

elpe. A £ P
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In contrast with the ﬂrﬁ'uge h-ehavmur of
gome of the Arab states, the government of
Jordan extended Jordanian eltizenship to
the Arahs of Palestinlan orlgin within its
territory. Cltizenship was bestowed upon
the residents of Judea and Bamaria as well
as upon thelr brethern on the East, Bank.
All these — those on the East Bank and

s those In Judea and Samaria — are thus

Jordanian citizens. o i ki

Opportunities in Jordan
The Palestinlan Araps have |n Jordan
every opportunity for“self-expreasion. They
plgﬂ on Jordan — just as Jordan cannot
exist without them. There are (n Jordan
wide spaces that can be developed for the
rehabllitation of the Palestinlans.

Bome 800,000 or more citizens of Palestin-
lan origin are now living on the East Bank
of the Jordan., For many Years now, never
leag than half of the members of the
Jordanian Parliament have been of Palestin-
ian orlgin, as are the majority of the mem-
bers of the present Jordanlan Cabinet

Between the Mediterranean Sea and the
Enstern Desert, there {8 room for two
atates only: a Jewlsh state, and an Arab
state — Israel and Jordan, We oppose the
eatablishment of an additional Arab stote

in the region between Israel and Jordan,)

‘Falastin' or mny other name

As 1 have mentioned, there are at least
600,000 citizens of Palestinian origin living
on the Eastéern Bank of the Jordan River
This population is bound ta the Arabs of
Judei and Samaria by family ties and by a
common origin, For this reason, I am glad
that the polley of the open bridges ls con-
tinuing, & polley that malees It possible to
maintain this link between the Arabs of
the adminlstered territorles gnd thelr bro-
thers in Jordan and the Arahs In the neigh-
bouring countries.

During the past two years, about half a
million people have crossed those hridges.
This figure Includes some 210,000 in-
habitants of the adminlstered areas who
crogsed Into Jordan for visits to that and
other Arab countries; and about 290,000
Inhabitants of Arab countries who wvisited
the administered areas and Israel, Including
260,000 whp came in the framework of the
aummer vizits, The number of Arabs cross-
ing the bridges In both direction is increas-
ing ateadily.

We have enacted the polley of the open
bridgea out of consideration for the needs
of the Arabs In Judea and Samarin and
thelr brethren Hving on the HEast Bank of
the Jordan, One can Imagine the suffering
and distress caused this populstion if the
bridges were barred, and with them, the
opportunity to maintain famlly contacts
and the large-scile exchange of poods he-
tween Judea and Samaria, and the East
Bank of the Jordan.

Commenting in the Knesset on King
Hussein's spesch of March 15, 1972, T said:
“We have never Interfered in the internal
structure or natures of the regime of any
country., Should the King of Jordan decide
to change the name of his kingdom to
and tn
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Between the Mediterranean
and the Eastern Desert there
is room for two states only —
Israel and Jordan, said Prem-
ier Golda Meir in her address
to the Labour Party Secretar-
1at last week. Here is the pre-
pared text of that part of her
speech devoted to the Pales-

tinian issue,

troduce changes in the internal structure
of his realm in order to give, within his
kingdom, an opportunity for self-expresslon
to those Arabs who call themselves Pales-
tinians, and if, in the course of negotiations
betwesn us, we should have sgreed on all
réelevant aspects including the territoriml
ong — then we should not concern our-
selves with taking a stand In intarmal
affuirs which are within the soverelgn com-
petence of the Arab nation that borders on
Israel in the East."

We shall not negotiate with the organiza-
tlons ‘of murderers and thelr leaders, who
endeavour to destroy the State of Israel
and to eatahblish Inatead a Palestinlan state
on the "stolen land." All the more so, slnce
the murder and terror organizations’
clalms of representing the Arabs of Judea
and Samarin, and Arabs of Palestinian
origin In other countries, In:k all founda-
tion. e

The peace trtdﬂﬂn nhall Inr:lude a reltera-
tion of ocur readiness, which has remained

valld throughout the years, to pay Testitus-

tion: for abandoned Arab property, and our
willingness to offer all technical ald for the
rehabilitation of refugees in Arab countries.
The rehabilltation of those refugsea who
lve within the borders of Israel shall be our
responsibillty. The problem of the Arabs
who strive for a Palestinian identity can
and must find Its solution In the Kingdom
of Jordan, At the concluslon of the peace
treaties, we shall insist that the advent of
peace be accompanled by an end to the
Arab-Teraell confiict and that it be agreed

that the Arabs shall have no further claims
un I!rm:'l / o
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ISRAEL AND THE
‘PALESTINE ISSUE’

‘,FE Israelis make no pretensions of de-

termining whether there I8 or 18 not a
- “Palestinian entity.” This decislon is the
Iprivilege of the Arabs themselves. As a
“result of the war imposed upon us In 1948
ssome of the Arabs of Palestine left and

wandered to other places. None the less I
reject the contentlon that "two and & half
wandering about the
world without 8 homeland.”

There 18 complete distortion In any eom-
parison between the situation of the Jews
in the Dlaspora who are without a home-
land and between the Palestinians. The
Palestinlan Arabs live among thelr brethren,
with whom they share o common religion,
culture and langpuage. The Arabs them-
selves declare that they are o single Arab
nietlon — albeit a natlon which stretches
over eighteen independent statds. /. r.,

The difference and distinetion between an
Arab from Judes or Samaria living today
in Amman and an Arab who has for gen-
erations lived on the Hast Bank of the
Jordan 18 muech less than the difference and
distinctlon among Jewa from wvarious lands
— ¥et we absorb these Jews and blend with
them finto one nation. Whoever apeaks in

terms of balance and analogy between the 3
Jewish problem on the one hand and the J

Palestinlan problem on the other, Is lgnorings
the fact that this parcel of land in which
we have eatablished the State of Israel 1a
the only one In which the Jewish people
can be soverelgn and in which every Jew
can  live with his fellow-Jews In in-

dependanes, o A, Foo B .

|“who hears such a com-
parison and ls persuaued by [t Is only a
step away from accepting the concept of
and ewr_v‘th!::[: Implied

s P

“the plundered land”
by It.

The Falestinlan refuges problem has not
¥ét been solved only because the Arab
states have Kept it unsolved for use against
us. A shocking example of this was the
aituation prevaillng in the refugee campa
in 1867 when we entered the Gaza Strip.

The Egyptlan government, for instance,
did not extend Egyptian citizenship to the
Inhabitants of the Gaza Strip, nor did it
allow them to work or to move anywhere
else. ot iy 3

In contrast with the stefge behaviour of
some of the Arab states, the government of
Jordan extended Jordanlan citizenship to
the Arabs of Palestinlan origin within Its
territory. Citizenshlp was bestowed upon
the residents of Judes and Samaria as well
83 upon thelr brethern on the East, BEank,
All these — those on the East Bank and

i

‘those In Judea and Samaria — are thus

Jordanian citizens. e

Opportunities in Jordan

The Palestinian Arapbs have in Jordan
every opportunity for“self-expression. They
«difend-on Jordan — just as Jordan cannot
exist without them. There are in Jordan
wide spaces that can be developed for the
rehabilitation of the Palestinians.

Some 600000 or more citizens of Palestin-
Inn origin are now lving on the East Bank
of the Jordan For many Years now, never
léas than half of the members of the
Jordanian Parliament have been of Palestin-
ian origin, as are the majority of the mem-
bers of the present Jordanian Cabinet.

Between the Mediterranean Sea and the
Eastern Desert, there 18 room for two
states omly: a Jewlsh state, and an Arab
state — Israel and Jordan. We oppose the
establishment of an additlonal Arab state
in the region between Israsl and ..Tu:-rdnn:_-

Ar 1 have mentioned, there are at least
600,000 ecltizens of Palestinian origln living
on the Eastern Bank of the Jordan River
This population la bound to the Arabs of
Judea and Bamnaria by famlily tles and by o
common origin, For this reason, I am glad
that the policy of the open bridges Is con-
Hnuing, & policy that makes It possible to
maintain this link between the Arabs of
the adminlstered territories and thelr bro-
thera in Jordan and the Arabs in the neigh-
bouring countries.

During the past two years, about half a
milllon people have crossed those hridges.
Thia flgure Includes some 210,000 jn-
habitants of the administered areas who
crossed Inte Jordan for visits to that and
other Arab countries, and abgut 290,000
iInhahbitanta of Arab countries who visited
the administered areas and Israel, including
260,000 whp came In the framework of the
summer visits, The number of Arabs cross-
ing the bridges In both direction I8 increas-
Ing steadily.

We have enacted the pollicy of the open
bridgea out of consideratlon for the needs
of the Arabs In Judea and Samarian and
their brethren living on the East Hank of
the Jordan. One can Imagine the suffering
and distress caused this population if the
bridges were barred, and with them, the
opportunity to malntain family contacts
and the large-scale exchange of goods be-
tween Judea and Samaria, and the East
Bank of the Jordan.

Commenting in the HKnesset on HKing
Hussein's speech of March 15, 1972, 1 sald:
“We have never Interfered in the internal
structure or naturs of the regime of any
country. Should the Hing of Jurdan decide
to changes the name of his kingdom to
'‘Falastin® or any other nunn_._:__u“; to in-

i
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Between the Mediterranean
and the Eastern Desert there
is room for two states only —
Israel and Jordan, said Prem-
ier Golda Meir in her address
to the Labour Party Secretar-
iat last week, Here is the pre-
pared text of that part of her
speech devoted to the Pales-

tinian issue,

troduce changes in the internal structure
of his realm in order to give, within his
kingdom, an opportunity for self-expression
to those Arabs who call themselves FPales-
tinians, and if, In the course of negotiations
betwieen us, we should have agreed on all
relevant aspects including the territorial
ong — then we should not concern our-
selves with taking a stand im  internal
uffairs which are within the soverelgn com-
petence of the Arab nation that borders on
Israel in the East™

We shall not negotlate with the organiza-
tiona of murderers and thelr leaders, who
endeavour %o destroy the State of Israsl
and to establish instesd a Palestinlan state
on the “stolen land.” All the more so, since
the murder and terror anizations'
clalms of representing the Arabs of Judes
and Samaria, and Arahs of Palestinlan
origin In other countries, lack all founda-
tion. Pl oy ek = 4

The peace treatles shall Include a reit=ra-
tion of our readiness, which has remained
valid throughout the years, to pay restitus.

i tion for abandoned Arab property, and our

willingness to offer all technical ald for the
rehabilitation of refugees in Arab countries.
The rehabilitation of those refugess who
live within the borders of Israel shall be our
responsibllity. The problem of the Araba
who strive for o Paleatinlan identity can
and must find Its sofution in the Kingdom
of Jordan., At the concluslon of the peace
treaties, we shall Insist that the advent of
peace be aceompanied by an end to the
Arab-Israell confiict and that It be agreed
that the Arabs shall have no further claima
on lrsrslu_-l_ L
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i MIDDLE EAST
BACKGROUND

jerusalem,

Jerusalem, May 1973

ISRAEL AND THE “PALESTINE ISSUE"

In the course of her address on 12 April of

thia year to the Seeretariat of the Labour

Party, the Prime Miniater put forward her

point of view in respect of the Palestinians

and the Paleestinian entity.

Ne Israelis make no pretensions of determining whether there is or is not

a "Palestinian entity." This decision is the privilege of the Arabs themselves.
As a result of the war imposed upon us in 1948, some of the Arabs of Palestine
left and wandered to other places., None the less, 1 reject the contention that
"two and a half million Palestinian Arabs are wandering about the world without

a homeland."”

There is a complete distortion in any comparison between the situation of
the Jews in the Diaspora who are without a homeland and that of the Palestinians.
The Palestinian Arabs live among their brethren, with whom they share a common
religion, culture and language. The Arabs themselves declare that they are a
single Arab nation -- even though it is a nation which stretches over eighteen

independent states.

The differences and distinction between an Arab from Judea or Samaria living
today in Amman and an Arab who has for generations lived on the East Bank of the
Jordan are much less than the differences and distinction among Jews from various
lands — yet we absorb these Jews and blend with them into one nation. Whoever

speaks in terms of balance and analogy between the Jewish problem on the one

ministry for foreign affairs - information division




hand and the Palestinian problem on the other is ignoring the fact that this
parcel of land in which we ha.. established the State of Israel is the only
one in which the Jewish people can be sovereign and in which every Jew can live

with his fellow-Jews in independence.

A non-Israeli who hears such a comparison and is persuaded by it is only
a step away from accepting the concept of "the plundered earth" and everything

implied by it.

The Palestinian refugee problem has not yet been solved only because the
Arab States have kept 1t unsolved for use against us. A shocking example of
this was the situation prevailing in the refugee camps in 1967 when we entered
the Gaza Strip.

The Egyptian government, for instance, did not extend Egyptian citizenship
to the inhabitants of the Gaza Strip, nor did it allow them to work or to move

anywhere else.

In contrast with the unfriendly behaviour of some of the Arab States, the
government of Jordan extended Jordanian citizenship to the Arabs of Palestinian
origin within its territory. Citizenship was bestowed upon the residents of
Judea and Samaria as well as upon their brethren on the East Bank. All these -
those on the East Bank and those in Judea and Samaria - are thus Jordanian

citizens.

Opportunities in Jordan

The Palestinian Arabs have in Jordan every opportunity for national self-
expression, They need Jordan - just as Jordan cannot exist without them.
There are in Jordan wide spaces with a development potential in which the

Palestinians can be rehabilitated.

Some 600,000 or more citizens of Palestinian origin are now living on the
East Bank of the Jordan. For many years now, never less than half of the mem-

bers of the Jordanian Parliament have been of Palestinian origin, as are the




majority of the wewb.rs of the present Jordanian Cabinet.

Between the ‘lediterrancan Sea and the Eanstern Desert, there is room for
two states only: a Jewish state, and an Arab state — Israel and Jordan, We
opposce the ostallishment of an additional Arab state in the repion hetween

Isruel (i Jordun,

*s 1 have mentioned, there are at least 610,700 citizens of Palestinian

oricin living on the knstern Bank of the Jordon Niver. This population is

hound to the Arabs of Judea and Samaria by family tics and Ly a common origin.

For this reason, | am glad that the policy of the open bridges is continuing, a
policy that makes it possil.le to maintain this link between the Arabs of the ad-
ministered territories and their brothers in Jordan and the Arabs in the necigh- .

houring countries.

huring the past two yecars, about half a million people have crossed those
hridges. This figure includes some 210,000 inhabitants of the administered
areas who crossed into Jordan for visits to that and other Arab countries, and
about 290,000 inhahitants of Arab countries who visited the administered areas
and Tsrael, including 260,000 who came in the framework of the summer visits,.
The number of Arabs crossing the bridges in both directions is increasing

stendily.,

We have cnacted the poliey of the open bridges out of consideration for
the needs of the Arabs in Judea and Samaria and their brethren living om the
East Bank of the Jordan. One can imagine the suffering and distress caused .
this population if the bridges were barred, and with them, the opportunity to
maintain family contacts and the large-scale exchange of goods between Judea

and Samaria, and the Fast Bank of the Jordan.

Commenting in the Knesset on King lussein's speech of March 15, 1972, 1
said: "™We have never interfered in the internal structure or naturc of the
regine of any country. Should the King of Jordan decide to change the name

of his kingdon to "Falastin" or any other name, and to introduce changes in

the internal structure of his realm in order to give, within his kingdom, an




opportunity for self-expression to those Arabs who call themselves Palestinians
and if, in the course of negotiations bectween us, we should have agreed on all
relevant aspects including the territorial one — then we should not concern
ourselves with taking a stand in internal affairs which are within the sovereign

competence of the Arab nation that borders on Israel in the East."

We shall not negotiate with the organizations of murderers and their
leaders who endeavour to destroy the Stute of Israel and to establish instead
a Palestinian state on the "plundered earth." All the more so. since the mur-
der and terror organizations' claims of representing the Arabs of Judea and

Samaria, and Arabs of Palestinian origin in other countries, lack all foundation.

The peace trcaties shall include a reiteration of our readiness, which has
remained valid throughout the years, to pay compensation for abandoned Arab pro-
perty, and our willingness to offer all technical aid for the rehabilitation of
refugees in Arab countries, The rehabilitation of those refugees who live with-
in theiorders of Israel shall be our responsibility, The problem of the Arabs
who strive for a Palestinian identity can and must find its solution in the
Kingdom of Jordan. At the conclusion of the peace treaties, we shall insist
that the advent of peace be accompanied by an end to the Arab-lsraeli conflict

and that it be agreed that the Arabs shall have no further claims on Israel.
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