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Agriculture — Because available agricultural land is very limited in quantity, as are water
racources and production quotas there 15 no room for agricultural developmentinthe regionona
large scale Rather, it is proposed thal this sector develop according to the possibilines al hand
Agricultural branches bearing some potential in the region are primarily those which do not
require much land such as greenhouses and poultry raising, or extensive agriculture such as
raising sheep by grazing

The number of potential jobs in agriculture 1s estimated at from 300 to 500, 1 5 percent of the

abor torce

The Planning Stages

The plan was drawn up for two stages of development

1. Siage A — uptotheyear 1986/7. In this stage, 14 new settlements are to be established and
the Jewish population of the region 1510 reach 22,000
Stage of full development at this stage, all development goals are 1o be achieved. The

region will encompass a total of 47 Jewish settlements, with a population of 125,000

infrastructure and employment will have been developed accordingly

Investment

Tk

1@ total pubhic investmeni required to realize the plan, is estimated at 80 billion shekel (11/83

prices)

l
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The Communication Network — A communications network today is provided to the

settlements by means of radio-telephone from telephone transmitting stations beyond the
region’'s borders. The plan suggests the extension of the network by means of laying
underground cables to the larger settlements, from which above-ground lines will be stretched to
the nearby small settlements There 1s a need for 6000 telephone lines over the next four years

and 30,000 lines for the stage of full development.

Sewaga Sv,rstam — Today there is no sewage system for the region. The plan proposes that
small settlements and those fairly isolated in the region will be provided with local solutions and
the purified water will be used to irrigate small forests. In areas of dense population, sewage will
be piped to central purifying pools and then will also be used for irrigation of small forests and

agriculture

EMPLOYMENT

The regional plan seeks to develop employment within the region in the industry and service
sectors and to a much lesser extent in tourism and casual agriculture As the region will not be
able to supply employment for the entire regional labor force, 36,000, 55 to 60 percent will
work outside the region, primarily in the big cities. The investment needed for job creation Is

estimated at 60 billion shekel (11/83 prices)

Industw — The plan proposes a hierarchy of industrial centers

1. alocal industrial center in the single settlement made up of workshops and small industries
(of from 6-B workers each on the average) owned by the settlers themselves

2. an industrial center for a number of settlements, enabling the establishment of somewhat
bigger enterprises, possibly of outside initiative

3. aregional industrial center for large enterprises choosing the Mateh Binyamin region over
the metropolitan one
It is estimated that 5000 jobs will be provided in the industrial sector, accounting for 15

percent of the forecasted labor force

Services — The services sector — health, education, culture, commerce, business etc. — will

provide 9000 jobs, 25 percent of the labor force in the region

Tourism — The plan proposes to take advantage of the unique landscape and natural beauty of
the area which is situated just beyond the dense population centers of Tel Aviv and Jerusalem
Suggestions put forth in the plan include the opening of new walking and horseback-riding trails.
the planting of additional forests, the setting up of new parks, restaurants and guest houses
Tourist enterprises are estimated to provide 300 jobs at the full development stage, for one
percent of the forecasted labor force

The regional development plan strives to ensure the preservation of natural and landscape

values by setting aside areas for forests, afforestation, nature reserves and landscape reserves
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Health The health services will be based on the various Kupat-Holim clinics and will be
supplied on three levels — a local chnic in the small settlement, a bigger clinic for a number of
settlements and a regional climicin Beit-El Specialized medical care -’:lr"ld1105|:}I'[3|5EF'I.rI[:E5Wl“bE

provided outside the region

ﬂudministratinn _ The Mateh Binyamin Regional Council provides munu:malservmesfﬂrlhe

setilements in the region — administration security, welfare, religion, transportation. etc

Personal and Business Services — The larger the settlement the more and higher level of
services aof this kind will be provided for the local population and for the population from the
nearby settlements. As most of the population will reside. however, close to the urban areas of

the country many of the more sophisticated services and a wider range of them will be acquired

outside ol the region

Development of Infrastructure

The rapid development of the area has brought with it the development of the regianal
infrastructure. This has to be continued and the existing networks improved for the benefit of
both populations, Jews and Arabs The overall investment needed to develop the infrastructure

amounts to 25 billion shekel (11783 prices)

The Road Network — There isan urgenl need to improve the existing network by widening
the roads. modifying the steep slopes and sharp bends, and by bypassing the existing towns and
villages. The plan proposes the building of a number of new roads o open and widen new areas
for settlement and toamprove accessibility within the region and beyond it. The planincludes the
improvement of the Jerusalem Shechem Road, the bypassing of the town of Ramallah, a new

highway 1o Jerusalem from the Tel Aviv area, and others

The Water Network The local water resources are not sufficient for the existing

population, and, of course, wili ihergfore not be sofor the forecasted Jewish and Arab population

in the future. The amount of water needed for the full development stage is estimated at 35

million m?. 20 million m? of this for the Jewish sector. The plan emphasizes the need to execute a

number of water projects: to drill more wells and to connect the local water systems between
themselves and to the national waler carrier

The Electricity Network — Almost all of the electricity for the area is supplied today by the

East Jerusalem Electric Company which has the concession aver most of the planning region

lectricity lines will have to be connected to the electricity network for all of the existing

settlements which are not currently connected and for all of the proposed settlements either by

ha el lerus:e 12 lera ¥
the East Jerusalem or by the Israeli Electric Company. in order to ensure a sufficient electricity
supply also at peak hours

LY, |




The source of in-coming population is the greater Tel Aviv area and Jerusalem those who want

to improve their standard and quality of life or those who seek to live within new social
frameworks

According to the main factors mentioned above — physical constraints, population goals,
designated areas of settlement importance, varying demand for areas and different kinds of
settlements — the lay-out of the settlements was decided upon in B clusters

The goals of the first planning stage. for the year 1986/ 7. are derived from the full development
stage The lay-out is influenced by the existing lay-out, by the extent of building and other
development activity in the already established settlements, and by the demand for housing, etc
The main emphasis is upon the north-western area, the north-eastern area and the central area,
in between which is unpopulated The possibility of realizing the proposed lay-out depends upon
many factors — the level of demand, the resources available, governmental aid, the development

policy and the creation of jobs

Development of Services

The plan proposes the establishment of a services network which will supply the Jewish
population with a high level of services and which will attract more people to the area. The level of
services will depend upon the investment and support of the institutional bodies active in the
area, but will depend also upon the involvement of the settlers themselves

The total number of jobs 1o be created in the services sector is estimated at 9000

Education — will be developed on the basis of the current education system, including
nurseries and kindergartens in every settlement and elementary and high schools, yeshivot, etc,
all according to the standards of the Ministry of Education and to the different religious systems
This year the number of pupils is 2200 and the high school pupils must travel out of the area to
study. When the area will be fully populated the pupils will number 64,500

The plan suggests a distribution of educational services throughout the area on four levels — the
settlement, the cluster, the inter-cluster, and the region — according to type of education, age
and number of pupils.

The education system is expected to generate 4000 jobs.at the full development stage

Culture — it is proposed that the cultural activity will take place as much as possible in and
around the schools in order that the buildings be used also during the afternoons. In each of the
settlements local cultural activities will be held within the framework of the clubhouse or the
school. Cultural activities for a number of settlements together will take place in the larger

settlements and in the settlement Beit-El (planned to be the largest in the region) the main

cultural center will be built.
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MATEH BINYAMIN REGIONAL COUNCIL:
COMPREHENSIVE REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Plan Summary

The following comprehensive regional development plan deals with the Jewish sector of the
region, i.e. the jurisdiction of the Mate Binyamin Regional Council, but takes into account the
:muolications of the plan on the Arab sector gspecially in therealm of infrastructure. The plan also
ralates to the neighboring areas and. chiefly, to the primary areas of influence; the Tel Aviv

netropolitan area and the city of Jerusalem

Population Goals and the Settlement Scheme

Today the planming region encompasses 20 settlements agricultural villages, community
zattlements, suburban-type cattlement and paramilitary posts, At the stage of full development
the plan proposes a total of 47 settlements in the area The planned settlements will be
principally of an urban character

The plan takes into account the mited availability of land and the topography of the region when
ietermining the lay-out of the settlements but tries 10 build a hierarchical system in clusters of
settlements in order to maximize the afficiency of the different networks — infrastructure,
education and cultural services ydministration, eic

In consequence of the land constraint and the demand for housing in particular areas, the great
majority of the population will concentrate alona the western slopes of the planning region andin
the area north of Jerusalem: Most settlements in these areas will be of suburban-type, with an
average size of 1000-2000 families each

Iin the hiaghland of the Beit-El hills and along the eastern slopes, towards the Jordan Valley, the

nopulation will concentrate in smaller settiements — commun ty settiements of from 150-500

amilies each. Their location and siZe Nave been determined according 1o the scarcity of land and

the low demand for those areas which arg relatively distant from the big cities

The forecaste VLA i .
o forecasted Jewish population in the planning region at the full development stage has been

AT T, tlha ratal lewie - - g .
derived from the total Jewish population forecasted for the Judea and Samariaareasasa whole

and is estimated at 125,000 persons. The Jewish population in 1982 in the Mateh Binyamin

Regional Council numbers approximately 4000 while the Arab population Is estimated to be

155.000. By the end of the planning period the intention is that the ratio will change — 120,000

Jews and 240,000 Arabs
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