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RoBERT W. KASTEN, JR.
WiscoNsIN

UNITED STATES SENATE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

January 17, 1989

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

I wish to extend my sincere thanks '
for allowing me the opportunity to
meet with you during my recent visit.

My trip was scheduled during a
very crucial time for you, and I am
grateful for your willingness to see
me. I felt our meeting was productive
and provided me with valuable insight.

I look forward to our continued
friendship.

Best regards,

ol o

The Honorable

Yitzhak Shamir

Prime Minister of Israel
Hakirya

Rehov Kaplan #3
Jerusalem 91919

Israel



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 10, 1989

His EXcellency
Yitzhak Shamir
Prime Minister
Jerusalem

| Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

I am preparing to leave my position as
Assistant Secretary of State in the near future
and retire from the Foreign Service of the
United States. Naturally, I leave this post
with mixed emotions since I will no longer be
directly engaged in the efforts for Middle East
peace and strengthening Israeli-American ties.
I much appreciate the courtesies you have
extended to me during my many visits to
Jerusalem and wish you every success in the
future.

Sincerely,

Richltard W. Murbh
Bureau of Near Eastern
and South Asian Affairs




ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 10, 1989

His Excellency
Yitzhak Shamir
Prime Minister
Jerusalem

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

I am preparing to leave my position as
Assistant Secretary of State in the near future
and retire from the Foreign Service of the
United States. Naturally, I leave this post
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future.

Sincerely,

Richard W. Murbh
Bureau of Near Eastern
and South Asian Affairs
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THE PRIME MINISTER

Jerusalem, January 20, 1989.
328-7

Dear Mr. Murphy,

Thank you for your cordial letter of January 10, 1989 and for
your warm wishes.

In the years that you were assigned to Middle East Affairs you
worked assiduously to improve the understanding among the nations in
our region and to advance the Peace Process. You did your best to
communicate your country’s policies and interests, and to help us in
the difficult task of finding the means to embark on a new phase of
negotiations. I was impressed by your dedication and devotion to your
duties.

Upon your retirement from the U.S. Foreign Service after many
years of distinguished service, I wish you a rewarding and successful
future.

Ambassador Richard W. Murphy
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington DC

USA
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THE PRIME MINISTER

Jerusalem, January 20, 1989.
328-7

Dear Mr. Murphy,

Thank you for your cordial letter of January 10, 1989 and for
your warm wishes.

over the several years of our acquaintance, I have come to
appreciate your dedication to your country’s interests, to improving
the climate in our part of the world and to the advancement of peace,
to which the U.S. and Israel are devoted.

Upon your retirement from the U.S. Foreign Service after
distinguished service, I wish you a rewarding and successful future.

Sincerely,

Yitzhak Shamir

Ambassador Richard W. Murphy
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington DC

USA
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news report
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BAKER" MIDEAST PEACE MOST INTRACTABLE PROBLEM FACING U.S.
(Article on Baker confirmation testimony, day two)

By Russell Dybvik and Edmund Scherr
USIA Diplomatic Correspondents

Washington - - Secretary of State-designate James Baker Says ~ .
therse is "no more intractable problem" facing the United States than
the search for peace in the Middle East.
His comments came January 18 during a second full day of
cenfirmation hearings before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.
The committee is expected to give near unanimous support to his
nomination January 19. The full Senate would schedule its
confirmation vote after the formal inauguration of President-elect
Bush .
“I think that we should pursue whatever avenues there are that
could help us find a way to peace in the Middle East," Baker
testified. “But I think we ought to all be realistic about the
prospects for achisving a breakthrough . |
“There is no more intractable problem facing us, " he said, adding
"that doesn't mean that the difficulty of the task should deter uss
from making the effort." He said the United States "should not shrink |
fFrom" its commitment of trying to be a catalyst in the peace process. |
Questioned by Senator Nancy Kassebaum, Baker said he did not
believe the possibility of convening "a properly structured .
Cinternational) conference excludes or negates small steps" aimed at
advancing the peace procvess, and said the current administration has
not made that suggestion either.
On a related issue, Baker said he believes that Syria could be
"very influential" in determining what happens in Lebanon, but did not
say what Syria should do to end the bitter intercommunal violence in
that country.
"I think the role that the United States should play there is
pratty much the role that we have been Playing there recently," he
said, which amounts to maintaining a limited presence in Lebanon. i !
think that we should continue to maintain that presence and work to
the extent we can to advance reconciliation in that country, " he said.
The secretary-designate fielded questions on a broad variety of
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international issues, from the planned human rights conference in
Moscow to Third World debt and acid rain.

Baker said he had "some reservations" while watching the issue
develop, even during last fall's presidential election CampPaian,
"about the wisdom of holding a human rights conference in Moscow. "
But having said that, he continued, "I am impressed by the changes
which are taking place in the Soviet Union and what Secretary Shultz
and the president have achieved there. I think those are dramatic
changes. "

He pointed out that the Reagan administration, in agreeing to the
Moscow conference, made it clear that U.S. participation "would depend
on additional progress and has laid down certain conditions. I think
those are good conditions...and we will be Judging satisfactory
compliance" with them, Baker said. "We've made a commitment and we
Plan to keep it. It's a solemn obligation of the United States. But
we're going to keep it providing the conditions that have been laid
cdown are met."

Human rights, Baker said, is "one of the very basic foundations
of our foreign policy and for that matter our national security
policy. I'm pleased to see the increased emphasis that that has
received in recent years.

"T think it's important because I think it's concern for human
rights and for freedom that sets the United States apart from many
other nations in the world," the secretary-designate declared.

On other issues, Baker®

~= disclosed that the verification protocol for the U.S.-Soviet
Peaceful Nuclear Explosions Treaty (PNET) has been completed and good
progress has been made on the verification protocol for the Threshhold
Test Ban Treaty (TTBT). "ITt's our thought that the two should be
submitted jointly" for Senate ratification, Baker told Committee
Chairman Claiborne Pell. "They are close to being ready," he said,
adding that he could not provide a date for sending the treaties to
the Senate because "there's still some work to be done."

-= told Senator Joseph Biden that it was "too early" to say with
precision what can be expected of the changes underway in the Soviet
Lnion. "I think the reason you have so many different scenarios is
because the jury is still out," Baker said. "That's why I think we
should approach the relationship...with prudence and with a certain
degree of realism."

-~ said he "would not expect any changes" in U.S. policy toward
Taiwan under the Bush administration. "IT'd like to make it clear for
the record that we intend to remain a reliable friend of Taiwan,"
Baker said, adding there are some trade problems with Taiwan that need
to be addressed. "They are making progress, but more needs to be
done, both in the trade area and in the area of their exchange rate,"
he said.

-- acknowledged thers are problems with both quotas and funding
for handling the flows of Vietnamese and Cambodian refugees in
Southeast Asia. There are also problems with first asylum countries
which "are being besieged with refugees. OAnd this is an area that I
think is going to occupy a fair amount of our time and attention,"
Baker said. He pointed out that the United States has resettled more
than 880,000 refugees from Southeast Asia since 1975.

== told Senator Jesse Helms it was his understanding that
instances of Soviet non-compliance with the U.S.-Soviet INF Treaty
"have been resolved to our satisfaction or are in the process of

resolution.”
N1
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- Asked about a measure before the Senate to exchange law ;
enforcement information with Mexico, Baker said he would certify to
the Senate "in respect to hard evidence" about allegations that some
key Mexican law enforcement officials have links to drug traffickers.
There was some concern that these officials may have access to the
sensitive material that would be exchanged, he said.

- J.5. ambassadors should take their instructions from the
president through the secretary of state and not back channel from the
NMational Security staff, as apparently happened in the Iran—-Contra
affair in some instances.

-- Concerning the famine in several African countries torn by
internal conflict, Baker said of U.5. relief efforts, "we have done
what our resources permit....We've done what we can....It is not
enough." He said that the Bush administration would keep the pressure
on a number of authoritative regimes to ease the food conditions.

== While noting some political progress in Poland, he said Poland
is "not moving as rapicdly as we had hoped in the economic area."

== He would not speculate on the ratio of career to political
ambhassadors appointed by the Bush administration, but Baker said he
expected to have input in the selection of ambassadors in both
categories. He said that he wanted quality nominees.

N1
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NOTES TAKEN BY HARRIET ZIMMERMAN

January 2, 1989
MEETING WITH PALESTINIANS AT U.S. CONSUL GENERAL 'S HOME, JERUSALEM

Consul—-General Fhil Wilcou

Intro: Interesting and hopeful time in Middle East.

Welcome to Ed Levy and other officers. He acknowledges our (AIFAC

officers’) interest in seeking peaceful resolution to the Falestinian-Israeli
conflict.

" Would like to introduce us to Mayor Elias Freij - mayor of
Jerusalem - Ooops! - Bethlehem

Said Kana'an

Ramonda Tawill - old friend contributed many years to American-—
Israeli dialogue and Israeli-Arab dialogue.

Jonathan kKuttab - director of Al Haq - Human Rights Organization.

Ziad Abu Zayad - Fublisher of Gesher (Heb) newspaper and lawyer.

Wilcox calls upon Falestinian friends to make comments:
MAYOR FREIJ:

The name AIFAC arouses great concern and feapr.

So influential that we dictate to Congress what should be done. "Very
important for them to speak to us"

West Bank and Gaza are OCCUFIED TERRITORY. An illegal occupation. We
should start now and go forward.

Chairman Arafat, in Geneva, spoke in Arabic—-recognized tight of
Israel to exist, accepted 242 and 338 and denounced terrorism. Then, Shultz
and Tunis talks - happy and hopeful.

Why Intifadat?
it means: 1) not continuwing Israeli occupation
2) We are a people who must have to live together and must
negotiate peace.

Will continue until all rights recognized and Israel will negotiate
with "sale reps"- FLO. )

Elections; will be boycotted by most Falestinians and collaborators
denounced as traitors. Only want elections when they are Free! Want a
"comprehensive peace settlement with justice. " Should include Jordan also.
Will be like Hong Kong in prosperity.

Army being ordered officially to beat people with sticks.

In 13 months--50, 000 Arabs arrested

10,000 badly beaten
several hundreds killed
thousands arrested without fair trials



Is this leading to "transfer?"

Freij family has lived in Bethlehem since before Columbus. Who has

the right to say that they should move.

We have a very important job. HKe fair! Enough is Enough. It is time

to sit around one table and negotiate as equal partners. But insist on I‘'natl.

Conference with five members of Security Council present.

Only ask American people to be fair: Appeals to Fresident and
Fresident-elect to give these rights (self-determination) to Falestinian
Arabs. 0Only want to be left in peace.

Don’t want an Army. Want to invest in hospitals, schools, etc. But
want a guarantee from Security Council of secure borders. BEoth destined to

live here forever.

ZIAD ARU ZAYAD

Have been meeting Jewish delegations and groups in the past. There

are two kinds

both sides——and thus are balanced.

b) second kind are truely looking to listen. Wilcox has started new

tradition of getting Jewish groups here to talk and listen.

BUT, we know AIFAC is an Israeli advocate and some see it as part of
the oppression. We don’t ask you to speak for the Israeli government, but

rather to see its policies and be fair. There is a difference between
government of Israel and the State of Israel.
Government policies are causing damage to Jews all over the world.

New "anti-semitism" is really anti-Israeli and causes problems for Jews all
over the world. Falestinians are extending their hand, but if you refuse it-

You’ll be like the Crudaders who ruled for 93 years and are now history.

Up to us to decide if Israel to become a part of Middle East nations.
This will guarantee its existence. Military power is destroying Israel from

the inside. We want peace with dignity. Its up to Israel to decide.

JONATHAN EUTTAER

Wants to affirm desire for peace universally shared by all
Falestinians. This is the central message of the Intifada.
Restraint and a sense of confidence allows us to be moderate but

not give in. Israelis have not seen what most of the world has seen, they are

ready for peace. Wants to address us with hard facts——AIFAC is the enemy.

Falestinians and Jews have been fighting for the last 2 generations

over the same piece of land. Military strength won’'t resolve the issue.
Neither side will disappear.

Now they come with an offer of compromise made because they feel
confident that the Intifada will succeed. Eelieve that all of Falestine

belongs to them, but they recognize that they can't get it all and get rid of

Israel so they are willing to compromise at 1967 borders.
1)  Our offer is without prejudice. If not accepted, no guarantee

that this offer will last forever. If they have to defeat the Israeli Army

there is no guarantee they will stop at the 1967 borders.
2) If as a lawyer, can't guarantee unless I speak for all
Falestinians. Must be given by an administrative body both in and out of

Falestine. All issues must be on the table to discuss - including right of
return; compensation; Jerusalem. Let one party which has power of attorney—

FLO- sit there and make the deal. Talks to us as enemies.

a) first kind seeking Falestinians to be able to say that they hear’



Feace is in lgrael’'s interests. Falestinians hold the key to
peace or war -- in larger Arab world as well. They feel confident now and are
willing to sacrifice and compromise.

There can be no solution without legitimate Falestinian rights and
Israeli security. Israel thought until recently that they could count on the
United States and the reason that Israel thought this is because of AIFAC.
Maybe this is wrong, maybe AIFAC is not so powerful and its support is
eroding. Now is the time. AIFAC must see it is in Israel’'s interest to make
peace and convince Israel of this. It is in Israel’'s interest and ours and
AIFAC's as well.

SAID EANA'AN

Met with Jewish leaders a ymar ago and were afraid. Here there is a
phobia about AIFAC. Oppresion of Falestinian aspirations in U.S5. Now, no
longer afraid. FNC has adopted peaceful methods. Mr. Arafat, our chair, has
adopted peaceful measures. Looks for courage and needs encouragement from al
peace loving people. Speaches vs. B new settlements.

RAMONDA TAWIL

Someone fromn AIFAC was here and spoke with tears in his eyes about
what he saw in hospitals on the West Rank (Merv Morris). We are just
Falestinian individuals but not policy makers. Falestinian resistance
movement has been going on for last 20 years——freedom fighters. They care for
the Jewish people -— Arabs care for Jewish people. Holocaust not an Arab sin
but a European sin.

We know what Jews suffered and welcomed them when they came to
Falestine. We offered them shelter. Offered them identity.

Young Israelis are being demoralized. Soldiers from good Jewish
backgrounds should be artists, musicians, intellectuals, not killers. Not the
great teaching of Jews. Can you defend the image of Israel on television in
the world today? It is Jewish officers who are invading people who don’'t even
have a gun. The problem of the holocaust is the problem all of humanity.
Arafat recognized this. Need an international conference so that there can be
guarantees. We are in fear--Think of the daily fear under the occupation.

Questions and Answers

Rabbi Miller:

Do not feel like enemies and want to be friends. Thanks the Wilcoxes.
We want peace. Hand of peace extended many times and there was no one to talk
to. We are just representatives of lots of pro-Israel people in the United
States. He refers to Washington Fost editorial--"Mr. Arafat’'s Threat to
Filla ™

Freij:

Arafat denied saying it. He (Freij) has never hidden. Suggests a
truce sponsored by Security Council like Iran/Iraq. Jerusalem Fost of 2/23
distorted his statement and radio Jerusalem in Arabic reported in incorrectly.
It caused a lot of trouble. There were no threats and he came today with no
guards. But elements on both sides are looking for trouble. As a private
citizen, he has the right to make suggestions. Israel is not interested

(arrests, expulsions, etc.). Did not withdraw the suggestion and has the




right to speak. Has very good relations with Mr. Arafat.

Zayad:

If anyone thought we came here to speak to representatives of the
Falestinian people, we were mistaken. They claim only to speak as
individuals. Only the FLO speaks for them.

Larry:

Was taught to pursue peace as a child. Remembers the 1930°'s. Enew
what was going on. During the war, when in Europe, resolved that it could
never happen again. State of Israel, described to him as a dream, it
happened. Thought that meant peace. It wasn’'t that way at all. Feace was
not enough —-- needed peace with security. In all talks with Israeli Frime
Ministers, they always spoke of peace. But the security part is very
important. Outside guarantees don’t work. Israel has to make peace not JUSt
with the Falestinians -- but all Arab countries. One package. Security
council does not represent a level playing field.

The part that bothers them the most--Right of Return. The worry .
that it means short-term peace and long-term elimination.

Euttab:

. Right of Return for Falestinians who left this land in 1947, they were
all prevented from returning. Most do not want to return but all want to
start with an acknowledgement of right. Which may be a numerical ceiling or a
price paid either to individuals or the new state. Not willing to let it hang
forever -- and prevents it from coming up later. With missiles all around., no
security. Israel is a hostile presence planted here against the will of the
people. Should take the offer when you get it. There are other Arab
countries with no reason to fight againt Israel. Only security comes from
settling with the Falestinians, the weakest 1link.

First stage--Israel, Falestinians, Jordan and Egypt. If it looks
good, Syria and Lebanon will join. :

Marshall:
What small steps can be made to start creating trust?

Kuttab: : : . ; .

Intifada; B85% of the protest is non-violent in terms of tawu
boycotts, etc. Israel ‘s response has been violent. Israelis (many) are
hoping that Falestinians will be violent to spoil things. Falestinians won’t!

Bubba:
Why can’'t there be local elections on the West Bank so that people who
live in the West Bank can negotiate their own future?

Euttabs:

Years ago Feres tried to develop such a local leadership. There were
free municipal elections and all who ran, ran under the the slogan, 'Yes to the
FLLO and No to the municipality’. Immediately Menachem Milsen tried to get
local leagues going and get mayur out. All mayors were either assasinated (by
Jewish terrorists) desmissed or deported by the military. Only three
remained. Trouble with the milltary is that it gives no freedom of political
otrganization.

There is democracy within the Green Line but not in the territories.
Can not leave the country. The FLO was given the power by local consent in
local referenda — at the universities, polls taken by local newspapers and




magazines. Here the FNC - 1) armed organization = 1/3 and all must fill their
quota 2) Other 2/3's candidates sent by 7 organizations all over the world -
-~ i.e. trade unions.

New Friend guest -- Marek Halter, author of "The Book of Abraham."

Mayor Freij: )

We should all join hands in common goal -— peace. Takes more courage
to make peace than fto go to war. Consensus in territories in last two years -
— only way out is peace with Israel. Need bridges of confidences. Calls on
Frime Minister to make a real offer to his neighbors. Want to trade territory
for peace. Want West Bank and Gaza. Vast majority of Falestine Arabs want to
make peace with their Jewish neighbors.
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Bush to Meet U.N. Chie’f _

spovial 1o Tha New Yok Timos

UNITED NATIONS, Jan. 18 —
president-oloct George Bush has
invited Secretary General Javier
Pérez de Cuéllar 1o a small dinner

rly at the White House next

uesday evening, officlals said Lo-

day.

This Is likely 10 mean thal the
United Natlons Secretary General
will be the first foreign official to
moet the new American Presi
dent after he takes office on Fri-
da(vj.'tho officlals said. 7

nited Natlons officials and
diplomats appeared excited br
nowsof the invitation. They sald It
showed that Mr. Bush wanted (o
develop & more constructive rela.
tionghip with the United Nations
than the Reagan Adminisiration
had during most of its time in of.
fice. Mr. Bush was United States
ropresentative to-the United Na-
tions from March 1871 to Febru-
ary 1073, :

The Presidentsoloct telephoned . -

the Secretary General last week
to ask him and his wife, Marcela,

to go to Washington on Jan. 24 for

dinner. He sald the dinnor would

bt a small and informal one, -

Unitod Nations officials said. -

‘The only other guest known to
have been invited at present s
Vernon A. Walters, the retiring
Unjted States representative to
the United Nations,

Although the Reagan Adminis-
tration was opbnly suspicious of
the United Nations in much of ita
time in office, its rolations with

_tho organization have improved

recently, This reflects ité ap-
proval  of the administrative
changes that the United Nations
hag carried out as well as the or-
panization's efforts In Afghani-
glan, the Persian Gulf and other
tryublc spols.
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}' Apostolic Coalition
4200 Wisconsin Ave,
Suite 106, Box 308
Waghington, DC 20016

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir
of lsrael

and

President George Bush

The United States of America

Dear Mr. Shamir:

As leaders of the Apostolic Pentecostal Movement, we wish to express
our support of the nation of Israel. We pray for the Peace of Jerusalem
and we urge the United States and the Free World to stand with Israel and
give our support for a secure nation with a right to exist within its
boundaries.

In a Biblical scnse, we believe that "I will bless them that bless
you." Therefore, we fecel our nation will be spiritually blessed if America
is supportive of Israel.

Beyond the scripture, in a practical sense, the nation of Israel took
a piece of land that was undeveloped and with hard work created a productive
region, and a "nation was born in a day."

The nation of Israel was then attacked without provocation. They
stood their ground and won their struggle. They have championed freedom
and quality of life and as a result of that quality of life, Palestinians
have moved back into that region. Given the hostility Israel has dealt
fairly with the inhabitants.

Israel has been a friend to the United States and has stood by her
when other nations would noi volue Ils support. As Americans, we urga
the United States to stand with Israel despite pressure from world opinion
and the press. :

Stan Wachtstetter
Director/Founder

SW/yb
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EMBASSY OF ISRAEL
WASMINGTQN, D.C.

b
 Flal

Reverend Wachtstetter

Apostolic Coalition .
PO Box 347

Clinton, M§ 39056

January 20,1989

Dear Reverend Wachtstetter:

Thank you very much for your warm words of encouragement and
support. Such expressions of solidarity are appreciated
particularly in times like these when appearances seem to be
getting the better of realities, in the development of the
Middle East peace process. ;

We join our prayers to yours for a true, ﬁenuina and lasting
peace in our region and for all humankind,
Sincerely,

Yitzhak Shamir
Prime Minigter

END
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And most importantly, I think we need to make it clear, and I
hope I have during the course of these hearings and in my testimony,
that the United Btates commitment to lerael's sufvival and its
gecurity is going to ramain unshakable. I don't think that there's
any doubt about that. No wedge is going to be driven between ua and
we do not plan to put surselves in the position of del ivaring
Teraeli copncassiong., It's our view that peace must be made with
1srael and not with the United Btates.
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% Our fundamental commitment to lurael's security spans eight

administraticons. There can be no doubt about it, as I've just
outlined to the committee; and there can be no doubt but what we
aimply are not going to sell systems in the Middle East that
undermine Israel’s gualitative military wdge. At the same time, we
do have another very important foreign policy interest in terms of
the moderate Arab states, the Persian Gulf, and in terms of trying
to work with both sides to advance the cause of peace in the Middle

East. |
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BAKER* MIDEAST PEACE MOST INTRACTABLE PROBLEM FACING e
(Article on Baker confirmation testimony, day two)

By Russell Dybvik and Edmund Scherr
USTIA Diplomatic Correspondents

Washington -- Secretary of State-designate James Baker SAYS '
there is "no more intractable problem" facing the United States than
the search for peace in the Middle East.

His comments came January 18 during a second full day of
cenfirmation hearings before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.
The committee is expected to give near unanimous support to his
nomination January 19. The full Senate would schedule its
confirmation vote after the formal inauguration of President-elect
Bush .

"I think that we should pursue whatever avenues there are that
could help us find a way to peace in the Middle East, " Baker
testified. “But I think we ought to all be realistic about the
prospects for achieving a breakthrough .

"There is no more intractable problem facing us." he said, adding
"that doesn't mean that the difficulty of the task should deter us
from making the effort." He said the United States "should not shrink
from" its commitment of trying to be a catalyst in the peace process.

Questioned by Senator Nancy Kassebaum, Baker said he did not
believe the possibility of convening "a properly structured
(international) conference excludes or negates small steps" aimed at
advancing the peace process, and said the current administration has
not made that suggestion either.

On a related issue, Baker said he believes that Syria could be
"very influential" in determining what happens in Lebanon, but did not
say what Syria should do to end the bitter intercommunal violence in
that country.

“I think the role that the United States should play there is
pPretty much the role that we have been playing there recently, " he
said, which amounts to maintaining a 1imited prasence in Lebanon. el
think that we should continue to maintain that presence and work to
the extent we can to advance reconciliation in that country, " he said.

The secretary-designate fielded questions on a broad variety of

United States Information Service
Tel Aviv, 71 Hayarkon Street, 63903 Tel. 654338 ext..204
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international issues, from the planned human rights conference in
Moscow to Third World debt and acid rain.

Baker said he had "some reservations" while watching the issue
developy, even during last fall's presidential election campaign,
"about the wisdom of holding a human rights conference in Moscow."

But having said that, he continued, "I am impressed by the changes
which are taking place in the Soviet Union and what Secretary Shultz
and the president have achieved there. I think those are dramatic
changes, "

He pointed out that the Reagan administration, in agreeing to the
Moscow conference, made it clear that U.S. participation "would depend
on additional progress and has laid down certain conditions. I think
those are good conditions...and we will be judging satisfactory
compliance" with them, Baker said. "We've made a commitment and we
plan to keep it. It's a solemn obligation of the United States. But
we're going to keep it providing the conditions that have been laid
cdown are met."

Human rights, Baker said, is "one of the very basic foundations
of our foreign policy and for that matter our national security
policy. I'm pleased to see the increased emphasis that that has
received in recent years.

T think it's important because I think it's concern for human
rights and for freedom that sets the United States apart from many
other nations in the world," the secretary-designate declared.

On other issues, Baker*

~= disclosed that the verification protocol for the U.S.-Soviet
Peaceful Nuclear Explosions Treaty (PNET) has been completed and good
progress has been made on the verification protocol for the Threshhold
Test Ban Treaty (TTBT). "Tt's our thought that the two should be
submitted jointly" for Senate ratification, Baker told Committee

Chairman Claiborne Pell. "They are close to being ready," he said,
adding that he could not provide a date for sending the treaties to
the Senate because "there's still some work to be done."

== told Senator Joseph Biden that it was "too early" to say with
precision what can be expected of the changes underway in the Soviet
Union. "I think the reason you have so many different scenarios is
becausse the Jjury is still out," Baker said. "That's why I think we
should approach the relationship...with prudence and with a certain
degree of realism."

== said he "would not expect any changes" in U.5. policy toward
Taiwan under the Bush administration. "T'd like to make it clear for
the record that we intend to remain a reliable friend of Taiwan,"
Baker said, adding there are some trade problems with Taiwan that need
to be addressed. "They are making progress, but more needs to be
done, both in the trade area and in the area of their exchange rate,"
he said.

== acknowledged there are problems with both quotas and funding
for handling the flows of Vietnamese and Cambodian refugees in
Southeast Asia. There are also problems with first asylum countries
which "are being besieged with refugees. OAnd this is an area that I
think is going to occupy a fair amount of our time and attention,"
Baker said. He pointed out that the United States has resettled more
than 880,000 refugees from Southeast Asia since 1975.

== told Senator Jesse Helms it was his understanding that
instances of Soviet non-compliance with the U.S.-Soviet INF Treaty
"have been resolved to our satisfaction or are in the process of
resolution.”

N1
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-- admitted "I don't see an issue coming at us any quicker than
this one," when he was asked about dealing with the problems of

Central America. “That's why I think it's so extraordinarily
important that we get together as the legislative and executive branch
on what our policy ought to be down there -- get a unified policy and

start implementing it. Because these problems are not going to g0
away without it. They're going to multiply," Baker said.

-- suggested it would be "a bit premature" to consider exchanging
so-called interest sections with Vietnam. He said the United States
was "pleased to see the Vietnamese leaving Cambodia" and recalled that
Washington has told Hanoi its forces must leave Cambodia as a
condition for the United States to move "toward any sort of
normalization." The United States also wants satisfaction on the
issue of Americans still listed as prisoners of war or missing in
action (POW/MIA) from the Vietnam war era, Baker said.

~- asserted that the United States' relationship with India is
improving and that is likely to lead to an improvement in
Indo-Pakistani relations. Similarly, the Soviet withdrawal from
Afghanistan is likely to enhance relations between India and Pakistan,
he said. “So will, I think, the successful election recently held in
Pakistan where we have a new prime minister. I think all of those
things could move us in that direction," Baker added.

- said the Bush administration will have "a new approach" to the .
issue of acid rain, emphasizing that, "it's quite obvious that the new
president of the United States thinks it's a real problem." Baker
said acid rain "needs to be dealt with across the board in a
coordinated and responsible way." He noted the problem is domestic as
well as international and dealing with it from the international
standpoint is going to require "discussions and negotiations with our
neighbors. And there are some things that they will have to do as
well in order to treat ...the problem."

~- pointed out that the United States has every right to expect
the full cooperation of Mexican authorities in dealing with the
illicit trafficking of narcotics. At the same time, he said, "it's
sometimes very easy for us to blame some of our problems on others."
One of the "major causes of the drug problem," he said, is that of the
demand for drugs in the United States. "There's a balance that must
bhe maintained, " he said, adding, "we have achieved some real Progress,
I think, in compliance by the Mexican government with reasonable
requests that we have made."

== declined to say whether he would approve a visa for Yasser
Arafat, chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), who .
reportedly has been invited to address a group in Washington in April.

T can't tell you what I would or would not do, senator, if a visa
request came in, " Baker said, noting there is a difference between a
speaking appearance in Washington, D.C., and a request for a visa to
appear before the United Nations. “I'm not in a position to prejudge
what we might or might not do if we would receive a visa regquest,
let's say for an appearance sometime in April," he said. "We'd just
have to judge the circumstances and the situation at the time.®

- said the Treasury Department should take the lead in the new
administration in dealing with the issue of Third World debt since the
issUe 15 primarily an economic one. Ot the same time, there are
important political issues involved here and the State Department will
have a role to play in the interagency process' to refine U.S.
strategy on the issue, he said.

== told a questioner that the United States could not "step in
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and put an objective standard" for measuring national reconciliation
in Angola. “In my view, national reconciliation means the emergence
of a government that reconciles the competing views of the present
government and the movement that Doctor Savimbi represents in a manner
that is satisfactory to both," Baker said. He said President-elect
Bush's recent letter to Savimbi pledging continued U.S. support
"speaks for itself."

- responding to a question from Senator Jesse Helms, said he did
not think that "there's much chance that we could expect to see Panama
@xtradite General Noriega as long as he is in power there." On a
related question, Baker told Helms, "I don't think vou'd see any
hesitancy whatsoever" to use American military forces if they wers
needed "to protect and defend" the Panama Canal.

~= noted that while he does not know the "extent and scope" of
President-elect Bush's plans to modify the Reagan budget proposals for
the 1990 fiscal year, said he would suspect that Bush, a former
ambassador to the United Nations, "would be sympathetic to continuing
the request for full funding this year" for the U.S. contribution to
the U.N. budget. "That would be my guess, although I've not discussed
it specifically with him," Baker said, adding that Bush probably would
be inclined to resubmit the Reagan administration's request for at
least a ten percent down payment this year on U.5. arrearages to the
United Nations.

The two days of Senate Foreign Relations Committee hearings on
the Baker nomination ended with an afternoon session on January 18.

On a variety of topics, Baker made the following points in the
concluding questioning session®

== "We've made some rather significant progress" in OPening
Japanese markets to U.S. companies. "More has to be done....There are
atill too many instances of Japanese markets" being closed to the
United States and other countries, he said.

== Dialogue with the PLO is "not an end in itself. (It) must
lead somewhere," Baker said. The PLO must now act on and bring to a
reality its stated principles of peace with Israel and renouncement of
terrorism. "Peace must be made with Israel not the United States, " he
maid.

== fAn "independent Palestinian state is not the way to go," but
rather a confederation with Jordan. Such a move would have to be
worked out in direct negotiations by the affected parties, Baker
added.

== U.S. relations with the Peoples Republic of China are "very
important” and have special meaning to President-elect Bush, who once
served as chief of the U.S. Liaison Office in Beijing. Baker said he
hoped to see relations with China expand in the economic area.

== On arms sales to moderate Arab states, Baker described it as a
"right policy, a good policy." He stressed the fundamental commitment
of the United States to Israel's security and said the United States
would not do anything to undermine Israel's military edge.

== Concerning the U.S5. extradition request to Greece for Mohammed
Rashid, accused in the case of the 1982 terrorist bombing aboard a Pan
American plane, Baker said he "hopes very much" that the Athens
authorities "see fit to extradite" Rashid.

== On the Common Market nations moving towards a single, unified
market by 1992, he expressed the wish that the market be “"outward
looking (and) non-protective and that it "does not erect barriers to
trade from the outside." An outward looking European market would be
beneficial in liberalizing world trade, he said.

N1



e e

--= Asked about a measure before the Senate to exchange law
enforcement information with Mexico, Baker said he would certify to
the Senate "in respect to hard evidence" about allegations that some
key Mexican law enforcement officials have links to drug traffickers.

There was some concern that these officials may have access to the
sensitive material that would be exchanged, he said.

- J.5. ambassadors should take their instructions from the
president through the secretary of state and not back channel from the
National Security staff, as apparently happened in the Iran—-Contra
affair in some instances.

== Concerning the famine in several African countries torn by
internal conflict, Baker said of U.5. relief efforts, "we have done
what our resources permit....We've done what we can....It is not
enough." He said that the Bush administration would keep the pressure ‘
on a number of authoritative regimes to ease the food conditions.

== While noting some political progress in Poland, he said Poland
is '"not moving as rapicdly as we had hoped in the economic area."

== He would not speculate on the ratio of career to political
ambassadors appointed by the Bush administration, but Baker said he
expected to have input in the selection of ambassadors in both
categories. He saicd that he wanted quality nominees. .

N1
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. Richard Cohen Assoclatés “") ; WW

(212) 7586969 . CONFERENCE A SF presipeEnTs
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS

CONFERENCE OF JEWISH PRESIDENTS URGES WASHINGTON
TO BAR YASIR ARAFAT FROM ENTERING THE UNITED STATES

Unanimous Action Represents "Full pectrum' of 46 Member Organizations,
Cha;rman Seymour Reich Reporis

'Letting Arafat into the U.S, Would Impede Peace Process and Damage American
Credibility in the War Agalnst Terrorism,' gtatement Declares

NEW YORK, Jan. 19 - In a strongly-worded statement, the Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations urged today that the U.5.
Govetnment maintain its policy of barring terrorists from entering the country and
not give PLO chalrman yasir Arafat a visa.

Seymour D. Reich, chalrman of the Conference, sald that the "full spectrum”
of organizations that maka up the Jewish umbrella group had voted unanimously
st a meeting this morning ta oppose Arafat's admission to the U.5. The Conferanca
s composed of 46 national Jewlsh secular and religlous bodies.

Mr. Reich released this statement, which he said "represents the consensus
view of all of the member-organizations following a full and thoughtful discussion:

»To permit Arafat to come to the United States now, in the face of his
repudiation of the words he spoke in Geneva, would impede the Middle East peace
process and damage our country's credibility in the war agalnst terrorism.

gince Arafat's news conference in Geneva, he, along with the PLO and its
member organizations, have by word and deed demonstrated that they have not
renounced terrorism, not accepted UN resolutions 242 and 338 and not recognized
Israel's right to exist.
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»Admitting Arafat now would reward him for threatening on January 1 to
'pump 10 bullets in the chest' of anyone who whinks of stopping the intifada before
it achieves its goals' - an assassination threat that caused Bethlehem Mayor Elias
Freij to withdraw his call for a truce in the uprlsing.

"t would reward Lrafat for his statement at a news conference in Viennha on
December 20 that in Geneva 'we did not mean to renounce terrorism.

vt would reward Arafat for his refusal to call for repeal of the PLO covenant
that vows the elimination of lerael.

w1t would reward Arafat for his failure to prevent terrorist groups within the
PLO from seeking to commit terrorist acts == among them, the attempt to enter Israel
by boat led by the Samir Ghosha faction of the PLO on December 26 and the
infiltration attempt across the Lebanesa border by the PLO'S Tal'at Ya'kub faction on ®
December 28.

w1t would reward Arafat for his refusal to reiterate the statement he made in
Geneva. Not once in the weeks that have passed since then has he repeated the
gentiments he expressed at his news conference, By his gilence on the lssues on

518 Park Avenue, New York, N.V. 0022 » (212 752-1816 » CABLE: COJOGRA
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which peace depends, as by his threats against those who seek a reduction of
tensions, Arafat has made clear he has no intentlon of living up {0 those brief words
he spoke, gither by further statgments or by deeds, as our own Government has
properly demanded.

"Admitting Arafat to the United States would reward him for the words
spoken by his lleutenants assuring the Arab masses of the PLO'S continuing
commitment to the destruction of Israel, among them statements like this one from
Farouk Kaddoumi, head of tha PLO political department, in Al-Ittthad, Dec. 13,

wThe PLO has established, a priorl, the use of the armed struggle in the
liberation of Palestine. It cannot be abandoned even if there is a political &
settlement.’ -

"And this one from Abu All Mustafa, deputy secretary general of the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine: '

wThe statements made by the PLO chalrman at his press conference in
Geneva were incompatible with the resolutions of the latest Palestine National
Council meeting, and he [Arafat] expressed only his personal opinion...We shall
continue..in struggling against the oceupation with all means available including
armed struggle untl.the astablichment of the independent Palestinian state on soll
of the homeland.’

"And the statement from Abu lyad, perhaps Arafat's closest aide, insisting, as
reported in the Kuwaiti press, that 'the establishment of a Palestinlan state on part
of Palestinian land would be a stage toward a Palestinian state on all of it.'

"Pinally, we oppose the granting of 2 visa to vasir Arafat because it would &
shake Iscael's eonfidenca in the good falth of our own country, and thus further
{mpede progress toward a peaceful resolution of the Middle East situation.

"There now exists & U.S.~-PLO dialogue In Tunis, in which American
Ambassador Pelletreau ls our country's representative. The dialogue was limited to
this channel for good reason. The PLO has done nothing to warrant any further
concesslon by the United States, or t0 alter the wise declsion made by Secretary
Shultz last November in holding that the terrorist vasir Arafat could not lawfully
enter the United States.

(
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