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VICE PREMIER NoVNnN YN 01PN Konn
AND MINISTER OF FINANCE N

Jerusalem, February 11, 1990
Bef.: 9381

Mr. Trevor Chinn
Lex House

17 Connaught Place
London W2 2EL
GREAT BRITAIN

Dear Trevor,

I shall be wvisiting Dimona this week in order to see

firsthand what can be done regarding the ideas you raised in
your letter of January 18, 1990.

I am delighted at your continuing interest in Dimona --

a8 town which is part of the Negev, and of our future.

incerely,

q‘w'ﬁ'_\"l-

Shimon Peres



XMW 1IWND “
kit Papna '
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i 2 3 -0 1520 ‘ 17 CONNAUGHT PLACE
' LONDON W2 2EL
(fl q%h‘ Telephone: o1-723 1112 A \
| \\/ Fax: o1-713 ggo1 \!9/__1
A

, i
From the office of Trevor Chinn \ 18th January, 1990

| .fr \-\
/ ‘ .}A 50\({ (

Mr. Shimon Peres, MK, r
Vice Prime Minister and Minister of Fina en
The Knesset,  f
Jerusalem. h

\

L3N e (0
Dhei\,q EL»:;.. % \/ - 1,:»\ " "‘,(

~\ °§l "k ‘J/"'
You may recall that I was persuaded by you to accept responsib lity mﬁ
behalf of the British Jewish community to include Dimona under our wing as i
part of our Project Renewal activities as well as Ashkelon and two regions ,1?
in the Gallil. The Project Renewal committee here are actively involved -
with Dimona and are making every effort to help to rectify a very serious > v
\

situation that exists in the town, working very closely with the T’-} (
Municipality. )

pality 5 9 N
With the onset of mass immigration from the Soviet Union, an 1d§ﬂ ()
opportunity has presented itself to help strengthen Dimona and at the same ,j
time help some of the olim. One of the major problems of the town, after !
employment, is the lack of professional and skilled residents. For i
example, there is a shortage of Doctors, good teachers and post graduate It
personnel. In addition, because the town is not large enough, it is not o)
self contained, and, for example, has no overnight medical clinic. I_!.,f‘ -.

The concept has been agreed between our Project Renewal committee and the -
Municipality of Dimona that a significant number of immigrants from the O
Soviet Union should be attracted to Dimona, perhaps as many as 20,000, l}l |
firstly to fi11 the outstanding professional vacancies, then to bring in a p~

cross section of skills. 'J"[}J}JJ N
At the moment, several hundred apartments are actually free in Dimona 7

albeit some renovation or re-decoration may be required. These could be _-L’\
used at an early date for direct or semi-direct absorption, creating an A

absorption area in the town. It will, of course, be necessary to create )

other absorption facilities but this should not prove to be a problem. =~ |
Other facilities such as education and welfare al ready exist in the town. o ¥ a |
The Project Renewal committee in the UK, would become very involved in not i

only helping the present Dimona, but also the new Aliyah. A

"b"‘:‘* 1‘1'}

L‘f"ﬁ Cont'd ......




1 understand that the concept of bringing Russian olim to Project Renewal
areas has already been accepted by the Jewish Agency and the Government,
and ten such areas have already been designated. I would like to add
Dimona to that 1ist of ten and have it included in the scheme. The
inclusion of Dimona has already been agreed in principle by the Jewish
Agency Project Renewal Department, the Ministry of Housing and other
leaders within the Jewish Agency.

[ understand that final approval must come from you and therefore I would
be pleased if you would give this matter your urgent attention, since all
concerned are ready and waiting to set the ball in motion and make a very
big effort to ensure the success of both Dimona and this concept.

1 look forward to hearing from you.

Kindest regards,

Yours sfncerely,

l/y@lri
Trevor Chijg,f”f
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