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STATE AND RELIGION IN ISRAEL
WHY THE SEPARATION OF STATE AND RELIGION
IS INAPPROPRIATE FOR ISRAEL

Shas and Shinui

Elections to the 15" Knesset on May 17, 1999, brought Shas, the
ultra-Orthodox religious political party, a dramatic increase from 10
to 17 in the number of its representatives in Israel's (120 seat)
parliament (Knesset). Shas membership consists almost exclu-
sively of Jews who immigrated, or whose forebears immigrated, to
Israel from the Moslem countries of the Middle East. The sheer
rapidity of its rise in less than a decade to the third largest political
body in the country makes the Shas party unique in Israel’s political
history. Simultaneous with the 41% increase in parliamentary seats
for Shas compared to the previous Knesset, was the formation of a
small political party, Shinui (Change), that won 6 seats on the basis
of a single-mission, anti-religious-coercion platform. That, too, is a
phenomenon without precedent in Israel's history. Other parties
have included anti-religious-coercion planks in their platforms, but
this is the first time that any party, of Jews or non-Jews, was elected
with a solely negative platform. Of central importance here is the
fact that the meteoric rise of Shas, following a long period in which
the ultra-Orthodox (Haredi) political parties have played an
increasingly salient role in Israel political life, has highlighted the
public significance of the relationship between state and religion in
Israel. However, this remarkable increase in parliamentary seats for
the Shas party could have resulted from political circumstances
specific to the 1999 elections that may dissipate by the next
elections: Many of the people who voted for Shas were previously
supporters of the Likud. Only the future will tell if the current status
of Shas is a transient or permanent feature of Israel's political map.

At the present time, the left-wing Meretz party, the Shinui party, as
well as other smaller groups that wave the banner of militant
secularism, seek "separation of religion from the state" as part of a
constitution they wish to adopt and which Israel does not have to
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this day (and is unlikely to have in the foreseeable future). They
claim that a constitution is necessary to safeguard democracy in
Israel and to block the concentration of political power in the hands
of Orthodox-Haredi groups. The Reform group, that has a relatively
small following in Israel, also favors separation of state and religion,
thereby aligning itself with the seculansts. We surmise that the
Reform group became convinced that this tactic could win
recognition for its rabbis who heretofore have been denied official
status in Israel. It is also possible that many members of the Reform
group in Israel genuinely support the ideological-political platform of
the Left.

There are many excellent reasons why Israel should adopt a
constitution, if it were possible. Most reasons concern Israel's
present ill-conceived electoral process and its political and
governmental structure, all of which are in dire need of overhaul.
(Eidelberg, 1999; Kontzler, 1982) However, the need for a
constitution and the issue of separation of state and religion are
not necessarily related. It is not the case that the Knesset, or a
public referendum, would ratify a constitution separating state and
religion, whatever else it may accomplish. A large portion of the
population, including citizens who are not Orthodox, does not want
a separation of such a kind.

The present discussion examines why some Jews in Israel want
separation of state and religion, and why such a separation is not
desirable for Israel.

Kings, Prophets, Priests and Messiahs: A Historical Note

From its inception, Judaism taught that there was always an
unequivocal separation between Man - whoever he or she may be -
and God. The Israelite Kings, beginning with Saul up to the
destruction of the First Temple (app. 1025 BCE. to 586 BCE), are
depicted in the Books of Samuel and Kings as only too human
without any suggestion of possessing divine attributes. During this
period of the First Temple, the Kings of Israel and, at times, those of
gentile nations as well, were perceived as subject to, and
implementers of, the Divine will, just as prophets and priests were
perceived as God's spokesmen. This distance between King and
God in ancient Israel is quite unlike their special association, even
frequent identification, in most of the religions of the ancient world.
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(Albright, 1964, chapter 7) Some vestiges of the close association
between King and God survived even in many Christian mon-
archies.

The Israelites/Jews were never totally reconciled with having a
king. (I Samuel, 10) There was much opposition to many kings in
Israel's history who were accused by prophets and later by rabbinic
sages of having "performed evil in the eyes of the Lord".
Nonetheless, the kingships of David and Solomon achieved
unshakeable prestige in Jewish tradition, and David's descendents
were venerated in Palestine and later in the Babylonian Exile for
more than 15 centurnes.

The subject of leadership and religion in ancient Israel is quite
complex. Prophecy and priesthood are actually different dimen-
sions of religious life, and each had its own special relationship with
“political” leaders. Such is the case with the towering figure of
Moses who was both leader and prophet. Yet, even he was not
invested with all of the major roles. His brother Aaron served as
high priest. Never again in Israel’s history was political leadership
and prophecy united in the same person. Apparently, the two roles
of political and of religious leadership were generally separated but
stood in a fairly close relationship to one another. On occasion this
was a dialectical and ambivalent relationship with different views of
what the nation was to do.

The phenomenon of the "false messiahs" that surfaced sporadically
over many centuries in Jewish history in different countries and
eras also exemplifies the intimate connection between the spirtual-
religious and temporal-political realms for centuries after Jewry had
lost its territorial sovereignty. These remarkable people, who
galvanized large sectors of Jewry to re-conquer Palestine and re-
establish Jewish sovereignty there, were charismatic figures who
embodied a Messianic-redemptive role in both the religious and
political sense. Their combined political-military and religious
significance were often obvious and threatening to the ruling
powers, a fact which almost inevitably led to their downfall (and
hence to receiving, in retrospect, the title of "false” messiah).
(Aescoly, 1956) What deserves attention here is the fact that
deliverance of Jewry from domination by foreign rulers or from exile
was a central theme in Jewish life throughout the ages. With the o
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millennium of the Christian era, after a thousand years of exile,
Jewry more or less adjusted to the notion that military-political
action by the Jews themselves could not restore their national
independence, Henceforth, the political this-worldly redemption of
Jewry was spiritualized and attributed to the instrumentality of God
alone. (Kaufmann, 1929-1932) Yet, some residue of the hope for
this-worldly restoration of Israel’s independence was kept alive,
albeit in an abstract form, by anticipating the arrival of a messianic
figure. That person, God's messenger, would embody the
eschatological and political yearnings of the Jewish people. No
Messiah could be genuine if his mission was purely spintual,
leaving Jewry in exile. Remarkably, a series of such figures
emerged even after the 10" century, the most famous of whom was
Shabbatai Zvi in the middle of the 17" century. He attracted vast
numbers of followers from all over the Near East and Europe who
were ready to fight (alongside God) to regain the Holy Land.
(Scholem, 1957) Shabbatai Zvi also aroused enormous opposition
among rabbinic leaders who denied his messianic status and who
insisted that Jewry refrain from "pushing the end" or trying to force
God's hand through military escapades.

These traditions, and their attendant conflicts, are indigenous to
Jewish historical civilization. At times it appears that modern Jewry
is unaccustomed to national sovereignty due to its millennia-long
exile. Apparently, the Jewish nation of today, not unlike our Biblical
ancestors, must adjust to the notion that its own Jewish govern-
ment, not only the governments of the gentile nations, also imposes
a degree of coercion and limitation on individual or group freedoms.
Today, the ultra-Orthodox Haredim in Israel and in the Diaspora
have yet to accept the legitimacy of the secular state of Israel since
it was not established by Divine intervention and the temporal
government does not proclaim its allegiance to the Divine Law.
(Friedman, 1991) (Different views of state and religion expressed
during the Middle Ages by famous scholars and leaders of Jewry
appear in the volume edited by Ravitsky, 1998.)

What is Judaism? The Jewish Cultural Heritage

Before embarking on the main subject of this discussion, some
clarification of the term Judaism as used here is required. Judaism
here does not refer exclusively to the Law (Halachah) that governs
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Jews' behavior in various realms of life. Many Jews today,
particularly those who have not received a thorough Jewish
education, or those whose exposure to Judaism is mediated by
the image of the ultra-Orthodox Haredim, tend to make this
identification. By contrast, our use of that term refers to the entire
spiritual-intellectual-cultural-communal-national and religious heri-
tage of the Jewish people accumulated through the ages, including
the Law. This latter view is the basis for the entire discussion
offered here. It is this view that is overlooked in the loud public
debates over state and religion in Israel. These debates appear to
assume, even in the view of radical secularists, that Judaism is
identical with the Halachah (The Law based largely on the Talmud).

In order to establish a common referent for our use of the term
Judaism, some of the outstanding milestones of the Jewish cultural
heritage from earliest times until today are presented in the
Appendix (see pp. 43-51) in outline form. It may prove useful for
those readers who would like to review some of the major
contributors, books etc. that express the substance of the Judaic
tradition.

Judaism between Militant Secularists and Haredim

The entire array of literary and social productivity from early Biblical
days to today, briefly outlined in the Appendix, is subsumed here
under the title of Judaism. This conception differs a great deal from
a view of Judaism as consisting of the Law, whether that notion is
entertained by secularists or by Haredim. The Talmud and
Midrashim evolved over a period of 800 years, and have vast
breadth and depth. They encompass civil, political, historical,
religious, moral, philosophical (such as logic), literary and
theological topics. But by necessity, not all of Jewish cultural-
religious life was, or could have been, recorded in the Talmud and
Midrash. No set of written works could replace the importance of
the Talmud and Midrash for Judaism. Yet, these extensive literary
traditions were completed at given times, and other forms of Jewish
thought and creativity emerged. The historical-developmental view
adopted here encompasses the great unfolding of Jewish thought
and creativity over 3,400 years, from the second pre-Christian
millennium up to the present. It recognizes the contribution to the
development of Jewry and Judaism of Jews from many diverse
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avenues of Jewish life. Moreover, it emphasizes the fact that
Jewish creativity and continuity, for all the upheavals and
vicissitudes that Jewry has encountered, proceeds on into today’s
world. Authentic Jewish creativity was not frozen at some particular
moment in history, or limited in scope to the legal material, or to the
legends, in the Talmud, although that seems to be the view
subscribed to by the Haredim, and ironically echoed by many
secular Jews as well. Nor was Jewish tradition limited to the
Hebrew Bible, ignoring later rabbinic traditions. Rabbinic tradition
was rejected by Christianity and Islam, by some sects that broke
away from Judaism (e.g. the Karaites), as well as by some
branches of Reform Jewry in Hungary, Germany and the US in the
late 19" and early 20'"" centuries. Finally, Jewry's millennia-long
tradition was never discarded by Zionism on the garbage heap of
history, as asserted by some writers who sought, and still seek, to
create "the new Jew free from history and tradition”. (See one
formulation of this position in Shapira, 1997))

Judaic-Hebraic creativity over the centuries was based on a
remarkable degree of conscious historical continuity through the
ages. Until the Emancipation when many Jews abandoned their
heritage wholesale, Jewry was an historically conscious nation par
excellence. It is precisely the cultural breadth and continuity of the
Jewish heritage that constitutes our conception of Judaism in
contrast to the distinctly limited conceptions preached by both sides
of the secularist-Haredi struggle. We shall return to this topic later.

Jewry and Judaism as Co-Existent

One source of widespread misunderstanding about the relationship
between religion and state in Israel lies in the fact that there is a
total identity between the boundaries of the Jewish religion and
those of the Jewish People/Nation. The few non-Israelite ethnic
groups that did adopt Judaism, especially during the late Second
Temple period, were completely assimilated into the Jewish
People. By contrast, Christianity, Islam and Buddhism were
adopted by, or imposed upon, many nations that retained their
original ethnic-national identity. Judaism, on the other hand, was
never adopted by any nation other than the one Jewish nation.
(Kaufmann, 1928-1932) The Jewish religion and the Jewish
People/Nation consequently are totally co-existent. One can only
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speculate what Jewish history would have been like had Judaism
become the official religion of other nations in addition to the People
of Israel.

The absence of separation between state and religion in Israel
today is not the consequence of political-bureaucratic arrange-
ments inhented from the British Mandate in Palestine granted by
the League of Nations. Nor is it the result of the political power
acquired by the religious parties in the Zionist Movement at the end
of the 19" and beginning of the 20™ centuries, or since 1948 in
Israel's coalition government. Rather, it stems more directly from
the historical inseparability of Judaism and the Jewish ethnic-
national entity. Every holiday, every ritual, every symbol, and
certainly most of the vast Judaic/Hebraic literature (roughly outlined
in the Appendix), have religion and nation, individual and
community, woven into their very essence. Of course the literature
expresses the perspective and values of Jewish society throughout
the ages. The bond between state and religion is, therefore, a
function of the three thousand-year-old interfocking of Judaism and
Jewry. Indeed, one without the other is patently inconceivable, a
fact clearly understood by the Jews since antiquity. Perhaps many
of the advocates of separation are unaware of the fact that they are
recommending that Israel forsake its unique historical civilization,
destroying the very foundations on which the Jewish nation is built.
The relation between state and religion for Jewry is a national-
historical-cultural-religious and psychological question, a question
of historical roots and identity, not simply a legal one.

A question that looms large in the mind of anyone who
comprehends the potential enormity of the loss to Israeli Jewry if
Judaism and the state were to be formally separated is, just what is
supposed to substitute for, or replace, this great heritage? What will
fill the cultural-historical vacuum that will be created? Would Israel
be a mere receptacle for pieces of "culture” imported from the US
and Europe? Could it survive and flourish primarily as a
technocratic society devoted to the pursuit of "markets” for its
matenal, technological or scientific products? Is that what provides
meaning and direction to an entire society, especially an immigrant
society like Israel whose diverse Jewish population retains
cohesion precisely because we are all members of an identifiable
historical-cultural ethnic entity? Can the so-called "post-modern” a-
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historic individualism provide a moral-intellectual-spiritual founda-
tion that will sustain Israel and world Jewry into the future?
European humanism, once the hope of enlightened liberalism, is
now largely defunct. Even if it meets the cultural needs of its
inhabitants, Western culture is only partially relevant for nourishing
the rehabilitation of Jewish life after the Holocaust and the
uprooting of millions of Jews from their birthplaces as part of the
"Ingathering of the Exiles". The cultural products of contemporary
Israel, some portion of which might be of lasting value, can hardly
suffice in any respect to replace the immeasurable depth and
breadth of the Jewish historical heritage.

This position clearly contradicts the view that seculansts created
"almost everything" in Israel, as asserted by the essayist and poet,
Natan Zach. (Cited by Karsh and Urian, 1998, p. 4.) Zach includes
in his list of six or seven secular or liberal writers who "created
almost everything” in Israel’'s contemporary culture, such names as
A.D. Gordon, H.N. Bialik, and Ahad Ha'am. One can confidently
say that these men displayed a boundless devotion to Jewry, they
possessed a profound love of Jewish tradition even if they were not
strictly observant, and they were deeply immersed in Jewry's
historic and religious tradition. They undoubtedly would be repelled
by the anti-Jewish character of militant secularism in contemporary
Israel. With all his secular approach to Jewish culture, Ahad Ha'am
carefully observed Jewish traditional-religious law, especially
regarding the Sabbath and holidays, dietary laws, etc. (Simon,
1960) Regrettably, far too little of the intellectual heritage left by
these men is evident in Israel’s cultural life today. Israel would not
be experiencing a cultural crisis of the kind it has now if that were
not true. (Schweid, 1996)

Mr. Zach also commented that medicine, law, journalism, etc. in
Israel have no relationship to Jewish tradition and are the products
of secularism. That is a strange and spurious argument. Medicine
or journalism were not invented by Jews, and do not form part of the
Jewish religious tradition. That is true but trivial. These disciplines
are not the product of any one nation or culture, nor is their
existence and practice in Israel, or in any country, dependent upon
secularism. Would a Catholic Spaniard or Moslem Pakistani ever
express such a strange idea? A comment of this kind seems to be
part of the "Jewish sickness” defined as "a troubling concern with
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the Jews’ acceptance by the gentile world". Jews afflicted with this
obsession exploit every opportunity to minimize "Jewish" culture
and constantly affirm the need for Jews to embrace the "universal”
(sic) culture of the non-Jewish world (the USA?). By so doing, they
say, Jews will be perceived as part of the international community
and not as separatists stricken with ethno-centricity.

Yet, many of the physicians, lawyers, journalists, physicists, in
Palestine and Israel of the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s, etc. were
devoted Jews. They viewed themselves as part of the Jewish
national-cultural renaissance, and many had very positive attitudes
toward Jewish religious-cultural tradition even if they were not
Orthodox (although it is not known how many professional Jews in
the Yishuv and the early years of the State observed some or many
forms of traditional behavior). They certainly viewed themselves as
contributing to the regeneration of the Jewish People as a whole.
Few if any of the people in these fields during that period expressed
the negativism toward Judaism and Jewry that characterizes the
attitudes of militant secularists among the present generation of
writers and professionals in Israel, unless they belonged to the
communist-leaning Left of that period. (Baron, 1947/1960, pp. 239-
240; Yariv, 1953)

Throughout most of Jewish history Jews practiced all professions
available to them alongside their study of traditional Jewish texts.
Modern secularism per se did not introduce Jews to the practice of
non-Jewish professional knowledge. Today, unlike Jewry through
most of Jewish history, the Haredi population forbids educating its
youth in secular knowledge unrelated to Jewish religious life per se.
Consequently, a large portion of the Haredi population cannot
participate in the main stream of the nation's economic life. It
cannot even support itself. That is clearly a great source of conflict
with the non-Haredi population of Israel, and one of the more
recalcitrant issues in the religious-secular confrontation in Israel
that must be resolved to the satisfaction of all relevant parties.

' This precise position was reiterated several imes by Amnon Ru benstein
of the Meretz party, during the TV discussion led by Yaakov Ahimeir on
July 5, 1999, Professor Rubenstein is a former Minister of Education
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Be that as it may, no nation just "starts all over again” because its
ancestral hertage, including its religion, is ignored by some of its
members, even if they manage to gain political power. No reform of
government and society, in Israel or anywhere, can be achieved by
discarding the nation’s greatest treasures. Even Russia and China
are learning that lesson, and they have lived on their soil for
thousands of years without interruption. Israelis who are alienated
from their own history and religion by virtue of various historical and
cultural circumstances, have yet to learn to cope with modernism
and remain rooted in their historical identity and culture as Jews.
When all is said and done, today (unlike 30 or more years ago) anti-
Judaism becomes anti-Zionism. Remarkably, this reality is echoed
in the words of 831 Orthodox, Conservative and Reform rabbis in
1942 who responded to a statement by 90 Reform rabbis in the
United States opposing Zionism. The former group wrote as
follows:

...Zionism is not a secularist movement. It has its origins and
roots in the authoritative religious texts of Judaism... Anti-
Zionism, not Zionism, is a departure from the Jewish religion,
(Quoted by Baron, 1947/1960, p. 342, note 44 )

This forceful statement reflects historical reality to the effect that
Zionism did not present itself as an alternative identity to Judaism.
Zionism presented itself “as the royal road for saving, securing and
ensuring that Jewish identity could flourish”. (Schweid, 1996, p.
105) In Europe, both the ultra-Orthodox, Halachah-centered
Judaism and the Reform movement during the heyday of its
local-patriotism and assimilationism, attempted to distort this reality.
To the extent that they succeeded, they misled their followers, with
tragic consequences for them as Jews and as human beings.

Jewry, Zionism and The Ingathering of the Exiles

From our discussion thus far it should be ciear that suggesting that
the State be separated from Judaism is tantamount to advocating
that Israel become a non-Jewish nation. It is also tantamount to
suggesting that Israeli Jewry be separated from its national-cultural
history and continue its life in the State of Israel devoid of a past, as
if nations can jettison their past at will. It is particularly important to
realize that such separation implies that Diaspora Jewry, whose
Jewish identity today is publicly represented primarily through
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religious affiliation, could no longer recognize the Jews of Israel as
members of the same historical-ethnic group. Separation of religion
and state within Israel actually conveys the message that Israeli
Jewry relinquishes the Jewish national and religious identity of all
the Jewish communities outside Israel in the Diaspora. Separation
of Israel from Diaspora Jewry, would lead to at least two major
consequences, whether the political Left in Israel realizes that or
not:

« It would undermine the basis for any connection and sense
of responsibility that Israel bears for the Diaspora, thereby
negating the need for, and meaning of, the Law of Return
and any future immigration of large numbers of Jews to
Israel.

+ It relegates Diaspora Jewry to national assimilation into the
population of the host nations where Jews happen to reside.
In that case, Israel would be consciously contributing to the
gradual disintegration of the Diaspora precisely as the
Emancipation (as well as Jewry's persecutors) intended,
namely, to promote or impose the national assimilation of
Jewry with or without their religious conversion. It was this
very process, in addition to physical persecution, that
Zionism explicitly undertook to counteract by returning Jewry
to the Land of Israel.

From the point of view of attenuating Jewish ethnic-national identity
and restricting its expression to religion, the Emancipation
succeeded (if one can call it that after the Holocaust). Many if not
most Jews in the Diaspora view themselves precisely in that way
today. Nevertheless, one of the basic insights and principles of
Zionism has always been that, despite cultural assimilation and
despite the adoption by many Jewish individuals of non-Jewish
national identity, Diaspora Jewry retains its membership in the
Jewish nation, which is not determined merely by individuals'
personal culture or will. Furthermore, Israel as a Jewish nation
recognizes world Jewry as a constituent of the Jewish nation, and
accepts responsibility for world Jewry when the need arises in
terms of acting as its political-national representative. (Schweid,
1983) That responsibility was realized often in the past 50 years,
including the mass immigrations to Israel by Jews from all corners
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of the world following WWII. During the past two decades Israel has
absorbed fully 20% of its present population from Ethiopia, South
America, Iran, and all the countries of the former Soviet Union. In
the future it is more than likely that many Jews still remaining in the
Diaspora, especially in Western countries, will elect to fulfil this
potential by moving to Israel, for any number of internal and/or
external reasons. This continuous process is known to Jewry and
Zionism under the name of the "Ingathering of the Exiles”. The goal
of gathering the dispersed Jews from all over the globe back into
their historic homeland has always formed a cornerstone of
Judaism (and hence, of Zionism) since Biblical times without
interruption, forcefully articulated by the prophets of Israel. From
this perspective, separation of Judaism from the State is
tantamount to the termination of Zionism and the eventual
disintegration of the Jewish People itself.

Who Wants Separation of State and Religion and Why?
The Latent Political Motives behind this Proposal®

If the proposed separation of state and religion is potentially so
destructive to Jewish existence in general, and to the existence of
Israel in particular, why would Jews suggest taking that step? What
could be gained from such an act? Since the negative con-
sequences of this step are so blatant, it is not reasonable to
attribute complete naivete of these consequences to those who
support the suggestion. Nevertheless, given the widespread
ignorance of Jewish culture and history common among large
sectors of Jewry today, both in and outside of Israel, it is not
surprising that separation of state and religion in Israel is supported
by Jews who identify as devoted Zionists. Their most obvious
precedents are the democratic governments of Europe and the
Americas. Given the problems of non-accountability and non-
representation of a defined constituency in Israel's present electoral
system, (Eidelberg, 1999; Kontzler, 1982), as well as the tensions

* This discussion Is not to be construed to imply that all secularists are
members of Left-wing political parties, or that all Jews seeking separation
of state and religion are identified with the Left However, the palitical
motive behind the move to separate state and religion as explained here
Is a Leftist view not shared by other Jews who seek the same short-term
goal but for different reasons and different long-term goals
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between the secular Left and the Haredim, these well-meaning
citizens think that a constitution will solve these problems in one
stroke.

Many Israelis seeking separation of state and religion view this
phrase as expressing a separation of religious institutions from
government, not the discarding of religious tradition or values from
the workings of the State of Israel. These Jews want Israel to be a
Jewish state, not another principality in the Moslem Middle East.
But they do not want to see gross inequalities in their government's
support of social institutions on the basis of affiliation with religious
parties. Totally unregulated, discretionary distribution of public
funds to specific institutions in Israel has become an endemic
feature of the agreements reached between political parties as part
of the "dowry" that accompanies the establishment of the coalition
government. Apparently, the public perceives the slogan about
separating state and religion as a mechanism that will eradicate this
bizarre practice and other distasteful distortions in Israel’s political
processes, without fully grasping the manifold implications of this
position. Some of these distortions appear to be the responsibility
of the religious political parties, while others are part of Israel's
political norms since 1948.

In the opinion of this author, the general public in Israel seems
unaware of the less obvious intentions behind the political Left's
position on the issue of state-and-religion. We must distinguish
here between the manifest and latent motives behind the call for
separation now being bandied about in Israel's political arena.
Examination of the ideological platform of the secularist Left reveals
a latent set of motives and goals quite different from those
manifested in the deceptively straightforward slogan that calls for
separation of state and religion. First and foremost these intentions
are political, directed at Israel’s relationship with the Arabs. Second,
Leftist ideology is predicated on a profound antagonism toward
Judaism and Zionism that often erupts into unbndled hatred. What
is particularly astonishing about this hatred is that it is expressed by
Jews, some of whom number among Israel’'s novelists, playwrights,
historians and leading politicians. The present discussion cannot
undertake an analysis of Jewish self-hatred, or hatred of Jews and
Judaism by Jews. That complex problem has been treated in a
number of recent publications to which interested readers are
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referred. (Alexander, 1993; Dor-Shav, 1998; Gilman, 1985; Halkin,
1994; Meged, 1994, Sharan, 1995; Stav, 1998a, 1998b; Unan,
1994, 1998; Wisse, 1992) A few comments will suffice to illuminate
the anti-Jewish orientation of Leftist ideology in Israel, of which
separation of state and religion is but one item.

Leftist anti-religious expressions may be heard and seen in many
arenas of Israeli life, but they are most notable in the news media,
in politics, in a large portion of Israeli literature and literary criticism,
in the theatre where it is particularly virulent, and in Israeli films. The
Left-oriented culture is centered in what remains of the kibbutz
movement, in literary circles, and in the universities and colleges
that are heavily politicized. Academic freedom allows professors,
primarily of sociology, political science, history and literature, to
present their anti-Jewish and anti-Zionist theories to students who
are virtually a captive audience. Not many Jewish philanthropists or
just the grass-roots Jewry, in the Diaspora who for decades have
contributed large sums of money to Israel's universities and other
institutions of higher learning, have any notion of the extent to
which their money supports a relentless condemnation of the
Jewish religious and cultural tradition. It also supports on-going
denunciation of Jews whose opinions and beliefs, particularly those
relating to Israel's relations with the Arabs, do not coincide with
those of the Left.

As a prototype of what some Leftist literati have to say about
religious Jews and/or about those whose political onentation differs
significantly from theirs, one quotation will suffice, rather than
attempting to provide a survey of how certain Jewish writers,
historians and politicians in Israel have denounced, distorted and
condemned Israel's policies over the past few decades. The
quotation is taken from an article in the Yediot Ahronot newspaper
(June 8, 19889) written by Amos Oz, a well known Israel novelist. He
is a recipient of several coveted prizes in literature, and a moral
"Guru” of the militant secularists. In his article, Mr. Oz, who teaches
Hebrew literature at Ben Gurion University in Beersheba, is talking
about the Gush Emunim, a branch of the National Religious Party
(Mizrachi). In its day, Gush Emunim consisted of pro-nationalist
religious Jews who established many Jewish communities in Judea
and Samaria in the early 1980s. Amos Oz wrote that these people
were:
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A messianic cult, insensitive and cruel...a herd of armed
gangsters... criminals against humanity... sadists... pogro-
mists and murderers, who have sprung out of some dark
corner of Judaism...out of the cellars of depravity and
bestiality, ...a Jewish fanatical Hizbullah...in order to impose
their blood-soaked and insane ntuals...

A person capable of expressing such virulent hatred indicates an
acceptance of these extremely pathological ideas as their own.
Even worse is the attribution of these charactenstics to other Jews
with whom he\she disagrees even though they reflect the most
depraved form of pathological anti-Semitism.

The "settlement" activities of religious and "secular” Jews in the
territory of Judea and Samana was, and is, perceived by the Left,
as it is by the US State Department and by some members of the
European Union, as a "stumbling block” to peace with the
Palestinian Arabs who claim the terntory as their own. Hence,
religious Jews, along with the political Right, frustrate the Left's
intention to give (Peace Now would say "give back") Judea and
Samaria to the Palestinians in return for a peace treaty. According
to the political Left, these Jews stand in the way of fulfiling this
vision of a "West Bank” (i.e. all of Palestine west of the Jordan
River) divided between Arabs and Jews. That doctnne - or its
variant known as the "bi-National State" - was the official position of
the political Left since before Israel's independence and was
severely denounced by David Ben-Gurion in 1953. (Yariv, S.S.,
pseudonym for David Ben-Gurion, 1953) In fact, this position was
never formally abandoned or repudiated. Consequently, the
religious branch of Jewry and the political Right, not the Arabs,
are depicted by the Left, and by some sections of the Labor Party
as well, as the primary frustrators of Israel's attempt to make peace
and end its wars with the Arabs. Arab terronsts committed, and
continue to commit at the time of this writing, incessant acts of theft
(tens of thousands of automobiles, agrcultural machinery, thou-
sands of valuable beehives, and other valuables), the burning of
forests, the kidnapping and murder of soldiers, and above all acts
of murderous terrorism against civilians in taxis, buses or cafes.
Several hundred Jewish men, women and children have lost their
lives in these terrorist attacks since the signing of the Oslo peace
accords. These horrendous acts only produced "sacrfices for
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peace” in the words of Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon Peres, not
"murder” like that committed by Gush Emunim, according to Amos
Oz. Establishing or defending Jewish communities in the territory of
Judea and Samaria as equated with the (anticipated) murder of
Jews and Arabs by fanatical and depraved Jews, is a view that
expresses a grotesque and extreme form of Jewish self hatred.

It was, and remains to this day, illegitimate in Israel to oppose or
even question the validity of the agreements with the PLO.
Whosoever does is labeled as someone inciting to violence, a
fascist, a messianic fanatic, etc. Yet, a professor of history at the
Hebrew University suggested in print that the Israeli army send tank
units to wipe out a Jewish community - of men, women and children
- built on the so called West Bank. Anyone using such language,
who is identified as religious or a member of a Right wing political
party, would be tried and jailed for "inciting to violence", but the
professor's published remarks, in the eyes of the news media, are
part of the ethos of enlightened liberals who can do no wrong.
(Shiloah, 1991)

Once Judaism is discarded, and along with it, its modern offspring
Zionism, as the foundation of the State of Israel, the Israelis will be
free to retumn the territory they stole from the Arabs, say Israel's
leftist ideologists. That will presumably usher in the age of peace
and prosperity in the "new Middle East" (Peres, 1993), where only
markets, not nationality or borders, are of any importance. The
territory once called Israel can then become a multi-cultural society
owned equally by “all its citizens”, Jews and non-Jews alike. That
is to say, according to the half-century old, or more, goal of Israel's
Left, Israel should become a multi-national conglomerate domi-
nated, of course, by the Arab majority that will emerge from an
unrestricted influx of immigrants from all corners of the Moslem
world. (Mautner, Sagi and Shamir, 1998) Discarding Judaism as
the historical-religious heritage of the Jewish People is a sine qua
non, in the Leftist vision of peace, for achieving a genuine
rapprochement with the Palestinian Arabs. (Agassi, 1984) That is
the less obvious motive of the present campaign for separation of
state and religion in Israel. It is not merely resentment of certain

legislation perceived as religious coercion that drives this political
activity.



STATE AND RELIGION IN ISRAEL 25

When the large exodus of Jews from the Soviet Union began in the
1980s, some Arab Palestinian leaders (headed by Feisal Husseini)
undertook to influence East European countries to curtail the
number of Jews receiving permission to leave. Fortunately that
effort failed. The Arab Palestinian initiative was directed not only at
limiting the influx of Jews into Israel, but also at contributing to the
ultimate rejection of Zionism by the State of Israel. Ironically, the
Arab position was anticipated by some of Israel's wrters and
academics who not only advocated the termination of Zionism, but
who were already celebrating its demise. Israeli Jewry's rejection of
its connection with and responsibility for Diaspora Jewry, they
assert, is actually not a catastrophe but rather the royal road to the
solution of the confiict with the Arabs over possession of the Land
of Israel. (Agassi, 1984) This position underlies the current theory
discussed in some academic circles in Israel to the effect that Jewry
has moved into a "post-Zionist” era. Such phrases are eagerly
seized upon by politicians and diplomats — American, European
and Palestinian — straining to support the secession of Israel
territory to the Arabs.

In short, the pressure in Israeli society for separation of state and
religion does not stem solely from the need for social reform to end
religious coercion, as it is often presented. As long as this political
agenda drnives the demand for separation of state and religion in
Israel, even resolution of the antagonism between secularists and
Haredim (discussed later) is not likely to eliminate the call for
separation.

Jewry's Non-Colonization of Territory Outside Israel

Judaism occupies a central role in comprehending the unprece-
dented phenomenon of Jewry's return to the Land of Israel
nineteen centuries after the destruction of Jewish sovereignty and
forced exile. It also explains Jewry's resolute defense of this
miniscule country in the face of relentless onslaughts over the past
seventy years or more by many Arab nations and terronst groups.

For two thousand years Jewry made no attempt to colonize any of
the territories in the Middle Eastern and Western world in which
large numbers of Jews found themselves. Colonization would claim
particular terntories as Jewry's national home. Up to the time of the
Emancipation, Jewry remained unequivocally devoted to the
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Biblical covenant whereby God gave the descendants of Abraham
possession of the Land of Israel in perpetuity. According to the
covenant, the Land of Israel, and only the Land of Israel, belonged
exclusively to the Jewish People. Jewry had no just claims to any
other territory on the face of the earth. Only this unique covenant
and Jewry's unwavering devotion to it, can explain the amazing
phenomenon of the Wandering Jews who came to reside in many
countries before they were inhabited by any ethnic group that
considered that territory to be their permanent homeland. Remark-
ably, Jews declined or failed to end their state of exile by taking
possession of that unclaimed ternitory as their own. Herzl's vision
of "The Jewish State” was certainly influenced by modern
nationalism, but Zionism's ultimate rejection of any possible
alternative to Palestine as the exclusive terntory of the Jewish
national Home as in Argentina or Uganda, for example, stems
directly from the recognition of Jewry's ownership of Palestine/
Israel "as the point of departure and goal of its historical existence”.
(Schweid, 1972; p. 98; Kaufmann, 1929-1932)

For many or even for most Jews today the sense of genuine and
unassailable ownership of Israel, and of Israel only, by the Jewish
People can be translated into contemporary terms that may not
include the notion of a "covenant with God”". Nevertheless, an
attempt to separate the State of Israel from Judaism even today
would threaten to destroy the historical-social foundations of
Israel's existence. If the body-politic of Jewry is not heir to the
substance of its cultural-religious herntage, there is no compelling
reason to stand firm on the soil of Israel and defend it as Jewry's
sole national heritage, the one and only country the Jewish People
possesses today or ever will possess.

Separation of state and religion in Israel would symbolize no less
than the final phase in the disintegration of the Jewish People
initiated by the Enlightenment and Emancipation in Europe in the
18" century, and carried to its appalling climax in the Final Solution.
Itis supported by Jews whose political and cultural assimilation has
led them to advocate that Israel adopt a multi-cultural model of the
democratic state that seems to be largely, but imperfectly, molded
on the precedent of the United States. Their understanding of
Judaism itself has been influenced by ideas imported from the
dominant Protestant culture, or by the so-called "post-modernist”
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culture, that views the individual as the focus of meaning for human
existence. (Almog, 1987) For Judaism, the combination of the
People of Israel, its historical-religious herntage, and the Land of
Israel, defines the meaning of Jewry's existence, without detracting
from the inviolable status of the individual who, as first taught by the
Hebrew Bible, was created in the image of God.

The Emancipation and Assimilation

The cataclysm of the Enlightenment and Emancipation alienated
many Jews from their religious tradition, without eradicating their
ethnic-national identity. lronically, or tragically as the case may be,
agnosticism — or any other intellectual doctrine for that matter —
does not provide an exit card from the Jewish People. On the other
hand, adoption of Judaism as a religion, by birth or conversion, ipso
facto bestows membership in the Jewish People/Nation on the
initiated. (Leibman and Don Yehiya 1977, p. 374; Kaufmann, 1929-
1932) These factors explain the basis for Israel's Law of Return
whereby any Jew who comes to reside in Israel is entitled to
citizenship (with very few exceptions). In light of this explanation, it
should be apparent why the Law of Return, in theory and practice,
embodies the historical and Jewish essence of Zionism.

However, the Emancipation did create a new phenomenon largely
unknown to previous generations of Jews, namely, the assertion by
Jews themselves that they belonged exclusively to Judaism as a
religion but not to a Jewish nation, such as "Germans of Mosaic
persuasion” or "American Jews". France of the Revolution was the
first nation to grant civil liberties to the Jews. But Napoleon soon
spearheaded the movement, later adopted by all European
countries, demanding that Jews disclaim their national identity
and limit their Jewishness to its religious dimension. Many Jews did
so in all earnest, genuinely believing that the proclamations of their
subjective intentions to be faithful Frenchmen or Germans could
somehow transform the social-historical reality of their nationhood
into a church or sect. By so doing, Jews believed they would be
able to amalgamate into the local body politic and thereby terminate
once and for all their status as an exiled nation. That would make it
possible for the modern nationalist state to recognize Jews as
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citizens with equal rights alongside all other church groups or ethnic
groups who sought religious freedom without claiming recognition
as a separate national entity. (Baron, 1947/1960)

History has demonstrated beyond doubt that this was a pious wish
on the sides of both the governments and the Jews. Neither side
could dismantle the social-ethnic-historical-religious structure of
Jewry forged in antiquity and molded by 30 centuries of an ineffable
survival. Undeniably, cultural and even national assimilation by
Jews into the gentile environment, almost necessarily accompanied
by inter-marriage, and requiring a prolonged process of calculated
removal of oneself from the body-politic of Jewry and of Judaism,
ultimately results in the disappearance of Jewish identity. A process
of this kind undoubtedly occurred with many Jews (whose numbers
are unknown) throughout history, even prior to the Emancipation.
The latter provided an enormous stimulus to this process, as well
as to outright conversion to Christianity, which up to that time and in
our own time, was and remains relatively rare except in periods of
extreme (religious) duress. Even more rarely did conversion to
Christianity or to Islam assume the proportions of a social
movement above and beyond the decision of particular individuals,
such as during the expulsion from Spain in 1492. Conversion under
duress frequently led to the converted Jews' return to Judaism
when the social-political environment permitted, or when they
moved to a different country. In the modern era, when the outer
religious trappings of anti-Semitism were discarded to reveal its
biological-racist roots, Jews were rarely offered any alternative
escape route, They were prevented from leaving the country, or
killed.

Religious Coercion and Secularism in Israel

Pro-secularist political groups, and non-Orthodox religious groups,
assert that the bond between state and reiigion in Israel is coercive
and hence anti-democratic at least in reference to three distinct
dimensions of social-political life:

1. The imposition of Jewish national identity on non-Jewish
minority groups living in Israel, primarily on Arabs (both
Muslim and Christian). This coercion automatically limits the
expression these people can give in Israel to their national
identity;
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2. The imposition of patterns of conduct on secular individuals
(who may constitute the majority of citizens) and institutions
that reject the religious basis for various laws and national
customs considered normative by a nation publicly professing
its Jewish character.

3. Non-participation by most of the Haredi sector of Orthodoxy
in the economic, professional and military life of the country.

These assertions on behalf of a "non-coercive democracy” for
Israel have substantial public appeal and their advocates consider
these claims to possess indisputable validity. Close examination of
the first two of these claims reveals that, in fact, they are historically
and politically inaccurate. The third claim is indeed a senous source
of contention within Israel society.

In reference to the first claim, it should be stressed that Israel is only
one of many "ethnic democracies” in the world where a particular
ethnic group is the majonty and where minority groups automati-
cally have their national identity submerged or highly limited. There
are, of course, many ethnic nations in the world that are
monarchies or dictatorships, such as China, Syna, Iraq, Egypt,
Morocco, Ethiopia, Burma et al., but the discussion here is
restricted to the democratic ethnic nations. Among these can be
mentioned countries such as Finland, Greece, Sweden, Norway,
Denmark, Holland, Belgium, Japan, Korea, Switzerland, Turkey,
and it might be argued that France and Germany are to be included
as well. Along with Israel, these democracies grant all minority
group members citizenship and equality before the law as
individuals but not as a separate ethnic group. That principle,
directed particularly at the Jews as an national-ethnic group, was
unequivocally enunciated by Count Clermont-Tonnere in the
National Assembly of the new French Republic immediately
following the Revolution, Dec. 23, 1789. (Cited by Baron, 1947/
1960, p. 217-218; and earlier by Kaufmann, 1929-1932, vol. 2, p.
64.) Furthermore, in almost each and every instance of ethnic
democracy there is a connection, albeit of varying degrees,
between religion and the state insofar as each country has an
official religion (although in France there is a relatively clear division
between church and state). Russians in Finland, immigrants from
Africa in Sweden, Turks in Germany etc. are not, and very likely will
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not, be accorded ethnic-national recognition and representation
above and beyond their citizen status as individuals. Nor will their
ethnic brethren be granted automatic or unlimited rights of
immigration into those countries, often not even for the sake of
the unification of families. This condition prevails due to the
minority’s ethnic identity, regardless of their religion. In that sense,
Israel's proclamation as a Jewish state, including the Law of
Return, does not differ in kind from that of many other countries
(Smooha, 1997), although in Israel the minorities differ from the
majority in both ethnicity and religion. The ethnic coercion of
minorities existing in ethnic democracies is a built-in component of
this form of democracy which differs from other models of
democratic nations, such as Australia or the United States. These
latter two are multi-national nations where no one ethnic group
claims to be the guardian of national sovereignty. (Schweid, 1996)

Democracy is far from monolithic in both theory and practice, and
ethnic democracies protect their historical-ethnic continuity by
exercising their right to grant social preference to the majonty group
without encroaching on the individual rights of the minority.
Democracy also grants individuals the right to express dissatisfac-
tion with the specific manifestations of this form of social contract.
Usually, the majority’s wish for collective survival prevails and
minority groups cannot annul the principle of national ownership by
the dominant ethnic group. However, minority ethnic/religious
groups often can succeed in correcting specific abuses, excesses
or manifestations of undesirable discrimination.

This is true even in a countrv like Israel where a Jewish majority
has been reconstituted after 19 centuries of disenfranchisement
and minority status everywhere in the world. Israel tries to
accommodate its Arab minority in the face of persistent and vicious
threats by several of the surrounding Arab nations and terrornist
groups. Many forms of discrimination have been corrected over the
course of years, and that process will continue within the legitimate
limits of ethnic democracy. (Smooha, 1997) Future demands by
Israeli Arabs for ethnic representation and equal ownership of the
State of Israel along with the Jewish People, already echoed in the
pronouncements of some Jewish and Arab politicians in Israel, will
undoubtedly arouse considerable conflict in Israel.
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The second claim about the coercion of secularists by religious
restrictions or laws as anti-democratic is likewise belied by existing
precedents as well as by the inherent logic of the democratic
process itself. If indeed a constitution or basic laws would be
adopted in Israel forbidding legislation stemming from religious
considerations, that would almost automatically eliminate Israel's
Jewish religious political parties — the National Religious Party,
Agudath Yisrael, Shas, Torah Jewry — as well as Islamic religious
parties. The express purpose of these parties is to initiate and
safeguard pro-religious or pro-traditional legislation. If this approach
were to be adopted, it would result in exceedingly bizarre
anomalies:

a. Many nations have religious political parties. Outlawing them
because of their religious ideology is patently anti-democratic,
as is clearly understood by the nations involved. Why should
the only Jewish nation not allow religious political parties even
though the State declared itself as expressly Jewish? The only
answer can be that those seeking separation of state and
religion are opposed to religion and not because they are
fighting for democracy. On the other hand, only Orthodox
religious parties exist in Israel today. Non-Orthodox Jewry with
religious identification did not organize itself politically. Most
Jews in Israel until recently were non-identified religiously or
were summarily called secularists, so that they had no reason
to establish political parties based on religious principles.
Consequently, traditional Jews, or those who are positively
identified with their Jewish heritage to any extent but who are
not members of the Orthodox political parties, do not have,
and may not wish to have, direct political expression in the
Knesset. The existing "secular” political parties thus far have
not accepted responsibility for dealing with the nation's
religious-histonical-cultural dilemmas, and for representing
Israel’'s Judaic heritage in the legisiature. This leaves |Israel’'s
non-Orthodox but traditional, or religiously sympathetic,
population without representation in the nation’'s political
structure. Some observers of Israel's predicament in this
matter might argue that the absence of political representation
for non-Orthodox groups is preferable because, for some
people at least, it keeps Jewry's religious tradition free of
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involvement in transient political affairs. That would be
admirable were it not for the fact mentioned earlier that the
secularist parties have not shown serious interest in directing
the cultivation of Jewish and Zionist tradition in Israel or
elsewhere. The government’s indifference to this issue, apart
from the circumscribed concerns of the Orthodox parties,
leaves a cultural, religious and even political vacuum in the
country. (Hager, 1981)°

b. If state and religion were separated in Israel, religious
legislation would be prohibited while secularist parties would
remain free, as they are today, to pass ideclogically-motivated
legislation of their own that would appear not to stem from
"religious” considerations. For example, enforcing a S5-day
work week based on "humanistic" or "socialist” values would
be legal, while enforcing the very same work week to avoid
working on the Sabbath as found in Jewish tradition, as Israel
does now, would be illegal. Or, outlawing display of nudity in
advertising on religious grounds would be (and has been)
resented by secularists and legally unacceptable under the
proposed constitution that would seek to separate state and
religion. But legislation claiming that such advertising was
sexist and a denigration of women would be acceptable.
(Steinitz, 1999, p. 192 ff) Even that strange situation is
predicated on the assumption that the Knesset would be able
to pass legislation, either in favor of, or opposed to, religious
law as the case may be, given the character of its political
composition. In fact, no Knesset elected thus far in Israel's
history ever undertook to pass legisiation that would alienate
the entire religious population of Israel and of the Diaspora,
Orthodox and non-Orthodox. Examples of legislation that
would be diametrically opposed to Jewish historical-religious
tradition could be permitting business as usual on major
Jewish holidays, or discontinuing instruction in all aspects of
the Judaic tradition in Israel's public schools in the name of
democratic secularism.

* Symptomatic of some Jews' frustration with the current situation is the
fact that, in recent years, there was a "secularist’ group associated with
the National Religious Party
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Many democratic countries enforce laws prohibiting the public
operation of industry and business on the Sabbath (usually the
Christian Sabbath on Sunday). According to the US Constitution,
the US government cannot interfere with, or directly contribute
funds to, religious institutions. That restriction alone enforces a
separation between the religious establishment and the state, but
without forbidding the adoption of legislation motivated by religious
reasons or political parties. No democracy (except Turkey due to its
own unique circumstances) has prohibited the establishment of
political parties that advocate religious legislation. On the other
hand, if the seculanst parties in Israel were to achieve a majority in
the Knesset without relying on support from any religious party, it is
theoretically possible that anti-religious legislation could be
enacted. That could happen assuming that the Knesset chose to
ignore Israel's connection with and responsibility toward the Jews
of the Diaspora.

c. Many Israelis might wish to see the elimination of the Jewish
religious political parties, but they would hesitate to disband
the Islamic parties lest the Jews be accused of "racism". That
poses something of a political "trap” for Israel. Too many
people in Israel employ the term "racism” very loosely to cover
many different phenomena associated with one's political
rivals, even when it is grossly inapplicable, referring to
differences in ideas or nationality. Then again, one might
ask: isn't the phenomenon of anti-Haredi-ism in Israel an
instance of "racism" as the term is employed by Jewish
“liberals"?

The third source of conflict between the secularists, and for that
matter, between all non-Haredi Jews (including the nationalist
Orthodox groups) and the Haredi population, is the fact that the
latter forbid the teaching of general knowledge to their children, and
they do not recognize the legitimacy of the secular government.
(Fnedman, 1991) The first and most obvious consequence of this
position is that most Haredi Jews do not participate in Israel's
economic life, and large numbers receive support from various
philanthropic organizations located outside the country. Particularly
divisive is the fact that heretofore Haredim also did not participate in
Israel's armed forces. For these as for most Jews, survival through
the ages is identified with their steadfast faithfulness to their
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principles. The Haredim have transferred their struggle for survival
from conditions of exile within non-Jewish nations, to a struggle
within a Jewish nation because a large part of the population does
not live by the strict dictates of the Law as interpreted by the Haredi
community. Of course, even in Europe before the State of Israel
came into being, the Haredi position was galvanized in reaction to
Jewish assimilation as well as in reaction to the external threat of
the gentile culture under conditions of Emancipation. To that extent,
the situation prevailing in Israel today does not differ entirely from
conditions in the Galut, except for the fact that the government and
the society are Jewish. Given the basic belief on the part of the
Haredim (and of Orthodox Jewry in general) that their view of these
matters is determined by Divinely inspired laws that only the most
venerable of scholarly authorities can adequately interpret, room for
compromise appears to be limited in the extreme. (Birnbaum,
1970; Friedman, 1991)

The awareness that all Jewish groups in Israel constitute a part of
the Jewish nation and in any case will continue to reside here, thus
far mitigated against an irreparable eruption of animosity between
the two extremes of the secular-religious social continuum in Israel.
It does not appear possible to predict exactly where the red line
runs that, when crossed, would ignite a serious conflagration that
would demolish religious-secular co-existence in Israel. On more
than one occasion, the ultra-Orthodox community reconsidered
certain measures that appeared to violate the "status quo” too
radically and thereby threatened to bring about what could become
a permanent rupture with the secular branch of society and
government. Perhaps in the not too distant future, ad hoc
conciliatory steps on both sides could improve the social atmo-
sphere in the country without resorting to radical reforms such as
separation of state and religion. Perhaps the Orthodox political
parties will agree to military service for Orthodox-Haredi youth, and,
for example, the secular parties will accept guidelines for curtailing
the use of nudity in public advertising.

What Form of "Religion” is Meant in "State and Religion"?

Ever since the British Mandate in Palestine (1921-1948) when
Rabbi Kook founded the Chief Rabbinate, the Orthodox rabbinate
has been the official arbiter of Jewish religious life. Its dominance
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and authority in several, albeit circumscrnbed, domains of social life
(particularly in family matters, such as marriage, divorce, inheri-
tance, burial, conversion, etc.) was perpetuated by all the secular
governments of Israel. For Israel's first 30 years, the ruling Labor
Party (from 1948 to 1977) was secular and socialist, but relied on a
coalition with one or more religious political parties. During this
period, the government and the religious parties agreed to observe
a "status quo” in relation to the public observance of religious laws,
and in relation to the legal power of the rabbinate, continuing the
situation established during the Mandate.

There are grounds for claiming that the socialist-secular Labor party
attributed little importance to religious matters. It gladly accepted
the quid-pro-quo whereby the religious political parties retained
control over these matters in return for receiving carte-blanche to
pursue its economic and political policies. Conditions in Israel
remained critical, militarily and economically, for many years after
the State was proclaimed. Little attention could be paid to clarifying
the fundamental issues of Jewish historical identity in the newly
established state after all the centuries of exile, despite some
warning calls heard from concerned observers. (Hager, 1981;
Simon, 1952) Moreover, a large portion of the Jewish immigrants to
Palestine in the years preceding statehood came from Eastern
Europe where Jewish religious life was chiefly Orthodox (though
hardly monolithic). Unlike Jewry in Western Europe that experni-
enced Emancipation, and the resulting non-Orthodox forms of
Jewish religious life, East-European Jewry did not experience this
search for alternative forms of Jewish religious expression. The
influence of the Enlightenment and Emancipation did not reach the
masses of East-European Jewry until early in the 20™ century.
East-European Jewry was sharply divided between some form of
Orthodoxy and those Jews who had rejected religious life
altogether, abandoned the Jewish community, and often joined
one or another of the social reform or revolutionary groups, such as
the Bund or different versions of socialism, including communism.
In the eyes of East-European Jewry, even those who were not
necessarily observant (but not involved with groups rejecting
Jewish life), the Reform groups in Western Europe were viewed
as assimilationist in orientation (Liberal and Reform Judaism). This
was partially untrue but not entirely a distortion. Indeed, some
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West-European non-Orthodox groups openly supported the adop-
tion of Western national identity and even opposed Jewish national
movements, such as the forerunners of Zionism during the second
half of the 19" century. Some well-known rabbis and Jewish
theologians in Germany before and after WWI were outspoken in
their opposition to Jewish nationalism and Zionism. Both Orthodox
Jews and Zionists in Eastern Europe perceived Western Jewry's
attempts at religious reform as constituting a form of assimilation.

(Almog, 1987)

Given this background, it is not altogether surprising that the
relatively homogenous Jewish community in the Palestine of 1914-
1948, primarily of East-European background and of pro-socialist
convictions (excluding the Middle-Eastern traditional Jews, located
mostly in Jerusalem and Tiberias, whose families resided in
Palestine under the Ottoman regime), raised no serious objection
to having the rabbinate exclusively Orthodox. In any case, there
were few Liberal or Reform Jews in Palestine at the time to demand
representation of their religious position in the recognized rabbinic
authorities (Don Yehiya and Liebman, 1972). As noted, even today
the non-Orthodox political parties fail to assume any responsibility
for Israel's religious-historical culture. As a result, the dimensions of
Judaism are defined by the very limited conceptions of the Haredim
rather than by a broad historical-developmental view of Jewish
cultural-intellectual and religious history.

Jewish Cultural Diversity and Israel’s National Survival

During the past two decades, Israel has witnessed marked growth,
economically and demographically. Its Jewish population now
numbers five million people (compared to approximately six
hundred thousand in 1948). It is fast becoming the largest Jewish
community in the world for the first time since the destruction of the
Second Temple in 70 C.E. The significant expansion of Israel's
Jewish population has predictably witnessed a distinctly wider
diversity in cultural background than it had previously known. The
political developments mentioned at the beginning of this article,
are, of course, part of this change.

Another aspect demanding attention is the fact that a large number
of the Jewish immigrants from the former Soviet Union had no
access to Jewish education over the past 80 years since the
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Russian Revolution. Thus, on the one hand, close to 20% of the
Jewish population of Israel today arrived here recently from a totally
assimilated family environment. Some of the newcomers were
looking for deeper Jewish experience, the majority were and most
likely remain indifferent to it. An undetermined number of them were
not Jews at all. For reasons of maintaining their family, survival and
safety, they threw in their lot with the Jewish nation. On the other
hand, about 10% of the population identifies with the Haredi wing of
Orthodoxy.

The growth in Israeli Jewry's cultural diversity inevitably entails the
need for greater clarification of questions about Jewry's cultural,
religious and historical identity. These questions require more
profound discussion than has been the case heretofore, if Israel is
to exercise greater positive influence on its cultural, educational
and moral future. Indeed, Israel must assume the task of Judaizing
many of its citizens in terms of their historical awareness of
themselves, if they are to understand the meaning of being a citizen
of Israel. Every nation seeks to provide its children with an
education that cultivates a basic consciousness of who they are
nationally and of the fundamental notions of citizenship on the local
and national level. That basis makes it possible for them to value
their national identity and their role in their society and nation,
beyond family, neighborhood or other local referents. Jewry's
unprecedented return to its homeland after two millennia of Exile
and two centuries of accelerated cultural assimilation makes the
need for specifically Jewish education more pressing and more
critical for national survival, meaning and cohesion than in other
nations that were never uprooted. (Schweid, 1983, 1996)

Hence, one of the major questions confronting Israel is whether
Israeli society will wish to cultivate its historical heritage in all of its
varied manifestations. Can Israel educate its citizens in their
heritage? Judaism's extraordinarily varied cultural and religious
expressions during the ages must become a far more salient
component of Israeli Jewry's consciousness of itself than it is today
if Jewish identity is to be a source of continued creativity instead of
a target of derision. Self denigration must not be allowed to
undermine national morale as it has for large numbers of Jews in
the Diaspora during the past two centuries, and as it continues to
do for many in Israel today. That is the essence of Jewry's Galut
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“pathology” that Israel and Jewish national regeneration has only
partially overcome. Jewry's history, up to and including our own
lifetime, as a persecuted minority nation-religion in exile, could not
possibly just evaporate without leaving deep scars on the Jews'
attitudes toward themselves. (Meged, 1994; Stav, 1998a, 1998b)

The demand for separation of religion and government in Israel has
become a slogan. No-one thus far has presented a convincing
explanation of how such a change in the structure of Israel’s judicial
and governmental system would resolve the dispute between the
secular and Orthodox-Haredi sectors of the population, or dissolve
the tension between them. Formal separation of state and religion
would not even alleviate, not to speak cf eradicate, the conflicts
between the two groups rooted in their cultural-religious-political
values. Jewry has no monopoly on the age-old controversy
between secularism and religion, and it is unlikely that the
ideological differences between the two can be resolved, here or
anywhere. Moreover, the antagonism between ultra-Orthodox
Jewry and other sectors of the Jewish People, including groups
who proclaim themselves to be religious, albeit not Orthodox,
predates the State of Israel by 100 years or more. Theoretically,
one group could gain sufficient power to simply repress the other,
but there are ample reasons to assume that that situation will not
occur.

As long as the existing social-political groups in Israel continue to
adhere to their traditional orientations within the same national-
political system, it seems that the politics of compromise and the
overarching goal cf maintaining their co-existence within the Jewish
body politic, provides their main common denominator, (Birnbaum,
1970) Any other alternative, at least so it seems at this time, would
have destructive repercussions far beyond the conflict between
religion and government. (Leibman and Don-Yehiya, 1977)

In the footsteps of Bialik and other authentically Jewish thinkers
and writers (Schweid, 1981, 1983), we suggest that Israel today
must undertake a serious cultural and social reconstruction of
Jewish life. A reconstruction is imperative for survival, continuity,
and the creative reconciliation of our People with itself after a
century of unspeakable ordeals and disintegration. Such recon-
struction should strive to reduce the isolation and insulation from
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one another of the various groups within the Jewish people in
Israel, and to increase the acknowledgement of their interdepen-
dence. The high priority of such an effort should have been pointed
out long ago by Israel's intelligentsia, given the enormous diversity
of Jewry created as a result of the Ingathering of the Exiles.
However, during the past three decades since the Six Day War,
many of Israel’s cultural-intellectual spokesmen were preoccupied
with other matters, among them an obsession with discrediting
Judaism and Zionism, rather than working to reconcile Jewry's
internal conflicts. Israel's academic establishment exudes antagon-
ism toward Jewish religious tradition and experience of any kind, as
well as toward Zionism itself, not to mention its outspoken
animosity toward the Haredim. The secular academia in Israel
advocates reaching a "peace agreement” with the Arabs at any
price, including the relinquishing of Judea and Samarna along with
their Jewish inhabitants, in the face of all the incontrovertible
evidence regarding the dangers inherent in this move. (Stav,
1998b) At the same time, many, though not all, Israeli academics
are singularly outspoken in their disdain, even disgust for religious
Jews and Judaism. A substantial section of Israel’'s political and
academic community has no Jewish agenda whatsoever apart from
the standard materialist topics of the social welfare state. Their
agenda is predominantly about the Arabs, and they know precious
little about their own people, their history and culture, except for
what can be used to berate them.

We must not lose sight of the fact that the bulk of Israeli Jewry, and
of Jewry everywhere, is not Orthodox, and certainly not Haredi. Not
a few Israel-born Jews left the country to reside permanently in the
US or Europe where they re-enter the Galut and everything it
implies for Jewish existence. In fact, there are more non-Haredi
Israelis living abroad (perhaps half a million people) than there are
Haredim in Israel. Apathy toward Judaism and Zionism, and
assimilation, are already more widespread among Jews than was
ever imagined possible. The forces of assimilation pose a far
greater threat to Jewish life and continuity than the present isolation
of the Haredim from the mainstream of Jewry's national existence.
Reconstruction of Jewish life in Israel must involve a noticeable
move away from assimilation and a deepening of Jewish roots by
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the secular population, just as it should strive to cultivate
acceptance of Israel and of non-Orthodox Jewry by the ultra-
Orthodox population.

How Inclusive Can Reconstruction Realistically Strive to Be?

Admittedly, the contemporary ideological divisions within Jewry
appear to preclude the inclusion of each and every one of the
nation’s sub-groups without exception in a reconstructive effort. It
seems unlikely that such an effort could include Jewish cultural-
political groups that prefer to distance themselves from Jewish
historical continuity as much as possible. That is the path of cultural
assimilation and of militant secularism that views Western
technological and post-modern culture as sufficient to provide
meaning for Jewish life in Israel. It also views Jewry's loyalty to its
historical tradition, however that may be expressed, as a threat to
our acceptance by other nations. That is the classic claim made by
Jewish assimilationists for the past two centuries. (Rubenstein,
1980) Today this claim sounds pitifully hollow. Have its advocates
learned nothing from the events of the 19" and 20" centuries?
Included in this group are those academics or literati who, for
several decades, have written about and taught the repudiation of
Judaism and/or Zionism in a manner heretofore unknown.
(Alexander, 1993; Halkin, 1994; Meged, 1994; Shiloah, 1991: Stav,
1998) Also, a movement for Jewish cultural reconstruction will
almost inevitably exclude those Haredim who categorically reject
the need for rapprochement with non-Orthodox Jewry, and with the
latter's conceptions of Jewish cultural-religious and national
continuity. (Katz, 1998)

The majority of the Jewish People in Israel stands between the two
poles of militant secularism on the one hand and ultra-Orthodoxy
on the other. Our impression is that, in its own inchoate way, this
largest part of Jewry seeks positive and creative continuity as heirs
to its own historic tradition. To support this search for continuity,
Israeli society must strengthen the inter-relationship between its
constituent ideological and religious sub-groups without the
perpetual and corrupting search for political gain. A more
acceptable and accepting modus vivendi will have to be achieved
to guarantee the integrity of Israel's Jewish society. While Israel's
present diversity holds much promise for future growth and
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development, it also serves as a disintegrating force. Israel’s social,
and political survival is not a foregone conclusion, even ignoring for
the moment the military threat to its existence from several of the
Arab nations in its immediate environment. To some extent, the
latter is dependent upon the former. The nation's will to survive
exerts no small effect on its determination to withstand external
threats

If Israel's cultural diversity is to serve as a source of national
strength, it seems necessary to achieve political and religious
compromises within the Jewish body politic on several levels. The
hegemony of Orthodox religious law will have to be relinquished or
amended sufficiently to allow for some practical changes, con-
stantly echoed in the media, which the population-at-large
considers to be vital, including:

» Participation in the armed forces by Haredi youth, similar to
the youth of the National Religious Party. Some movement
in this direction is already visible.

« Members of the Haredi community must acquire vocations
and support themselves economically, as proposed in the
19th century by Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch. (Katz, 1998)

- Greater variability in officially recognized religious practice in
Israel, so that all groups can identify with the Jewish nation.

Such compromises probably can be achieved in the future
depending upon the sagacity of the religious and secular leader-
ship. (Birnbaum, 1970; Don Yehiya and Liebman, 1972) But, as
emphasized in this discussion, Jewry's great challenge cannot be
met by legislation alone, regardless of what is said in the media.
The real challenge is our nation’s awareness of its historical-social
processes and goals. The process to which we refer is the extent to
which Israeli Jewry can educate its citizens to achieve a more
profound awareness of its historical continuity and of the
interdependence of the groups that share Jewry's collective
identity. The goal is to create a social climate in Israel of inter-
group acceptance and of identification with Jewry’s shared fate as a
historical-ethnic-religious-political entity. Israel's political or intel-
lectual leadership over the past 50 years has not displayed
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sufficient initiative to undertake this complex but critical task that
our more astute thinkers have urged upon them for decades.
(Hager, 1981; Schweid, 1981, 1983)

A heightened awareness of Jewry's historical continuity and the
interdependence of Jewry's sub-groups is absolutely critical for
social and national survival, not some idealistic and unrealistic
unity, nor some ultimately suicidal pluralism that, in practice, spells
the end of Jewish Israel. (Schweid, 1983) Israel must cultivate a
definite and deep sense of interdependence among those groups in
the Jewish People that want to secure Jewry's historical continuity,
not terminate it. Jewish inter-dependence was articulated unequi-
vocally in the Talmud: "All of the children of Israel are responsible
for one another.”" (Tractate Shavuoth, 39a) Jewry always took that
dictum very seriously.

The present adversarial stance of both sides thus far is destructive
in the extreme. This antagonism is an unfortunate continuation of
Jewish communal life in Europe before the advent of Israel. It is
also evident in the sad state of fracture of the Jewish community in
the United States today. Perhaps a more hopeful outlook will
emerge in Israel once the "desert generation” (i.e. the immigrant
generation) has passed the mantle to the native born Jews. But
they must have very deep roots in the past to meet the challenges
of the future, and that depends upon what Israel society will do in
the present to prepare the next generation for its task®
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Appendix
Cultural Milestones in Jewish Civilization
1. 1400 BCE (The Patriarchs) to today

The wealth of artifacts from Jewish life throughout the ages, in
Israel and all other countries where Jews resided. These include
objects, manuscripts, books, paintings, handiwork of all kinds,
findings uncovered by archaeology, collectors of antiquities,
libraries, etc. which all ethnic groups and nations value as part of
their historical heritage.

2. 1400 BCE to 200 BCE

The texts of the Hebrew Bible relating the life, thought and literary
creativity of the ancient Israelites. We will comment here on seven
different groups of literature found in the Hebrew Bible.

A. The Five Books of Moses called the Torah (Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy) include a mixture of
history, family traditions, cosmology, theology, ritual, the
conduct of the sacrificial rituals in the Tabernacle, civil law,
poetry, and folklore. Above all, the Torah presents the
fundamental world-view of the Hebrews about the one God,
Creator of the Universe, who set aside a small people, the
descendents of Abraham, and gave them the Land of Israel
as their inheritance for all time. The Books of Moses present
the Israelite’s concepts of time, history, Israel's future identity
and purpose. These concepts are all conveyed through the
highly dramatic and concise stories of the Patriarchs, the
Exodus from Egypt, the wanderings in the deser, etc. relating
the founding and earliest life of the Hebrew People.

B. A series of historical works. (Joshua, Judges, Samuel | and
II, Kings | and IlI, Chronicles | and Il). These books are
interwoven with sagas about popular leaders and heroes
(Yiftach, Samson), the early prophets (Nathan, Samuel,
Elijah, Elisha), the kings of all Israel (Saul, David, Solomon)
and later of the divided kingdom of Judah and the northern
kingdom of Israel, and the battles for the conquest of
Palestine from the Canaanites and Philistines.



44 Shlomo Sharan

C. The great literary prophets (Jeremiah, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Hosea,
Amos. Jonah, Zecharia, etc), who express in an exquisite and
unparalleled Hebrew the embodiment of the historical-moral-
ethical spirt of Hebraic civilization.

D. The Wisdom literature (Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Job, etc);
E. Historical romance (The Books of Ruth, Esther);

F. Love poetry (Song of Songs); and

G. The inimitable prayers of the Book of Psalms.

All of these works collected under the title of the Hebrew Bible,
have inspired Western civilization, including Christianity in all its
forms, to this day. The Hebrew Bible expresses the essence of the
Jewish world-view about God, history, society and Man-in-the
World.

3. 200 BCE to 150 CE

An entire collection of ancient works were not included in the Bible
by those who determined its contents, such as the Books of the
Maccabees, Ben Sira, etc. These works are known collectively in
the Western world as the Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha.
(Charles, 1913) In Hebrew they are known as the "External
Books". Also belonging to this period are the documents retrieved
from the caves of Kumran near the Dead Sea (called the Dead Sea
Scrolls), the historical writings of Josephus Flavius (Yosef ben
Mattityahu); the translation of the Hebrew Bible into Greek (The
Septuagint) and the writings of Philo of Alexandria (Against Apion,
etc.).

4. 200 BCE to 600 CE

All of the Halachah (Law) and Aggadah (Legends). These two
forms of literature, along with poetry, constitute the basic forms of
Jewish literary expression throughout the ages. The Law and the
Legends comprise the substance of The Talmud (Mishnah and
Gemara) and the many volumes of Midrashim (various forms of
parables, sermons and interpretations of Biblical texts). The Talmud
and Midrashim consist of a vast corpus of law and lore, of religious
and civil codes, customs, Biblical commentary, moral and political
thought, parables, regulations of ritual behavior in the Temple in
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Jerusalem as well as after its destruction; the ethical, historical and
theological background of the Holy Days in the Jewish calendar
(New Year, Day of Atonement, Succoth, Passover, Shavuoth. the
Sabbath, etc.) and their observance, logic, some suggestions of
mysticism, etc. These legal-civil-religious traditions were developed
through the use of recognized methods for interpreting Scripture, by
"folksmensch" scholars as well as by rabbis who taught in
academies in Palestine and in Babylonia. The first Hebrew
translation of the Talmud (by Rabbi Adin Steinzaltz) — entire
sections of which are originally in the Aramaic language (a close
cognate of Hebrew) — began to appear in the mid-1970s, and its
publication is still continuing. The entire work already extends to 32
large volumes. Evolved over a period of 800 years in Palestine and
Babylonia, the Talmud exerted a far-reaching, formative effect on
Jewish life particularly since the tenth century.

5. 300 CE to 800 CE

Piut (religious poetry). The early liturgical Hebrew poetry of the
Byzantine period. The better known poets include Yannai, Ha-Kaliri
and Kilar. (Elitsur, S., 1988; Mirsky, 1990; Rabinowitz, 1985)

6. 910 CE to 1500 CE

Hebrew Literature and Language: A vast corpus of Hebrew poetry,
both secular and religious, and prose (such as the Makamot), was
produced in this period by over 1200 known poets, largely in Spain
and in the Provence. Each of the more famous among these poets
produced several volumes of poetry with a very wide range of
themes. Among them are: Yehuda Halevi (considered to be one of
the greatest masters of the Hebrew language of all time), Solomon
ibn Gabirol, Shmuel Ha-Nagid, Moshe ibn Ezra, Avraham ibn Ezra,
Al-Harizi, ibn-Zabara, ibn-Nag'ara, Emmanuel of Rome, Todros
Abulafia, etc. Also, the study of Hebrew grammar flourished in
Spain and southern France. Among the famous grammanans were
Yonah ibn-G'anach who produced the first Hebrew dictionary based
on the theory that the root of the Hebrew verb consisted of three
consonants, and David Kimchi, (died 1235 in France) etc.
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7. 1000 CE to Today

Extensive commentaries on the Hebrew Bible and on the Talmud
were written by Rabbi Shlomo Yitzhaki (known as Rashi, 1040-
1105, in Troyes, Alsace-Lorraine), the authors of the Tosafot (such
as Rabeinu Tam), ibn Ezra, Moshe ben Nachman (Nachmanides),
Don Yitzhak Abravanel (in 15th century Spain), the Kimchis, etc.
Commentaries on books of the Bible (by Jews and non-Jews) and
Talmud are being produced to this day (see the remarkable multi-
volume collection of commentaries on the Bible in Hebrew by the
late Nehama Leibowitz (d. 1997). The commentaries of Rashi
became a unique classic in Jewish life and history. They are
frequently reproduced alongside the text of the Hebrew Bible and of
every edition of the Talmud, and studied by everyone who receives
a traditional Jewish education.

8. 900 CE to Today
Philosophy

Medieval. From Saadiah Gaon (882-942), Shlomo ibn Gabirol,
Abraham ibn Daud, and Moshe ben Maimon (Maimonides, b. 1135
in Spain, died 1204 in Egypt) to Hasdai Crescas (1410) and Joseph
Albo.

Modern: From Baruch Spinoza, Shlomo Maimon, Moses Mendel-
sohn, and Nachman Krochmal, to (20" century) Hermann Cohen,
Martin Buber, Mordecai Kaplan, Abraham Heschel. It should be
noted that Jews frequently wrote philosophical works in the
language of their environment, not in Hebrew (particularly in Greek,
Arabic, Spanish, German and English). Many of these works were
translated later into Hebrew. Philosophy, a special contribution of
the ancient Greeks to Western civilization, became a vehicle for
Jewish thought in Hellenistic Egypt (Philo), but mainly through the
medium of Arabic in the early Middle Ages.

9. 600 CE to 1100 CE

Responsa Literature. The Gaon (Excellency) served as the highest
rabbinic authority (under the "political" leadership of the Reish
Galuta or Head of the Exile) in Babylonia over a period of 500
years, in the academies of Nehardea, Sura and Pumbeditha. The
Gaon (Sherira Gaon, Saadiah Gaon, Hai Gaon, Amram Gaon, etc.)
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replied in detail, in Hebrew, to questions about life and religion
posed by Jewish communities throughout the world. Famous
rabbinical scholars continued the tradition of responding in writing
to outlying Jewish communities for many centuries after the end of
the Gaonate of Babylonia (centered in Baghdad). This huge corpus
of writings is known as the "Questions and Answers" Literature (j.e.
Responsa).

Noteworthy, too, is the fact that Amram Gaon (the Gaon of Sura,
856-874) was the first great religious authority to compile a
complete Order of Prayers (Sidur T'filot) for Jewry.

10. 1200 CE ff.

Kabbalah (Jewish mysticism), particularly since the 12" century
"Book of Splendor” (HaZohar), to the 17" century, in Spain, Italy,
France, Palestine (the Ar"i lived in the town of Safed) and later in
Poland. The Zohar, originally written in Aramaic was edited and
translated into Hebrew by |. Tishbi (1949, 1961).

11. 300 BCE to 1800 CE

The entire history of Jewish communal organization and self
government, especially in Babylonia (later Mesopotamia, mainly
from the 1%' century CE to 11" century ), Egypt under the Ptolemies
and later under Moslem rulers of different tribes (320 BCE through
the Middle Ages) and in Europe, from the 6™ century CE through
the beginning of the 19" century (Baron, 1942).

Before proceeding fo the modern period beginning with the 18"
century, it is of considerable importance to point out that, up to the
end of the 17" century, Jews engaged in many different
occupations and professions, to the extent that the dominant
gentile society permitted. Many Jews were famous physicians,
astronomers, mathematicians, musicians, lawyers, craftsmen, and
international traders (between Europe and the Far East as well as
in the Near East). Some were even soldiers, of all ranks including
general, especially in Medieval Spain under the Moslem rulers. It is
a gross caricature and distortion to depict the Jews in the Diaspora
as huddled in the synagogue, studying yellow folios of the Talmud,
afraid or unwilling to venture into the world, There were periods,
however, especially during the Crusades in Europe, when it was
very dangerous for Jews to leave the protection of the ghetto. In
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general, Jewish life in the Galut was subject to sudden upheavals
and persecution. Nevertheless, any claim to the effect that modern
secularism per se is what introduced Jewry to the culture and
professions outside the study of the Talmud, is unfounded for the
greater part of Jewish history. Nor did the study of Bible and Talmud
prevent Jews from acquiring other kinds of knowledge or skills.
Depiction of European Jewry by Jewish and non-Jewish socialists
as economic parasites or paniah stems from their adoption of anti-
Semitic stereotypes embedded in Manxist dogma. This view was
definitively disproved by Prof. Yehezkel Kaufmann in 1939.
(Kaufmann, 1939)

Furthermore, the depiction of Jews as indifferent to, or disparaging
of knowledge other than what appears in Jewish sacred texts is
likewise a distortion. The Hared: insulation of the past 150 years
from the non-Jewish cultural and professional world is a phenom-
enon that is largely a reaction to rampant assimilation among Jews
in the modern world, and the threat this posed of destroying Jewish
communal integrity. (Ettinger, 1987; Friedman, 1991, Katz, 1997,
Schweid, 1983) It clearly does not reflect the attitude of Jews
toward knowledge outside the world of the Torah during the major
part of Jewish history up to modern times.

12. 1700 CE to Today

Hassidic life and literature from the Baal Shem Tov until today. (see
Newman, 1944, for examples of Hassidic literature, a detailed
record of Hassidic Rabbis and an extensive index of their numerous
writings).

13. 1700 CE to Today

Rabbinic literature (in Hebrew) dealing primarily with moral and
legal issues, family and communal life, produced since the
beginning of the "modern” period. Included are the works of Yosef
Caro (Shulchan Aruch), the Gaon of Vilna (1720-1797), Yacov
Emden, Yonatan Eibeshutz , Akiva Eiger, the Maharal of Prague,
HaMeiri, et al. In 20" century United States, the outstanding
Orthodox rabbinic figure was Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik (died in
Boston, 1993).
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14. 1700 CE to 1850 CE

The Hebrew Haskalah (Enlightenment) literature (18"™ and early
19" centuries) of drama, poetry, short stories, novels, etc., as well
as an array of publications teaching Hebrew readers about a wide
range of subjects, including the sciences, mathematics, music, etc.
Haskalah writers, of both Judaic and general topics, were largely
religious people, such as Naftali Herz Weisel (or Wessley, 1725-
1805), an associate of Moses Mendelsohn. For Weisel and other
authors of the Haskalah, the spread of general knowledge among
Jews (who were excluded from non-Jewish schools) was a means
for aiding them to earn a living and become more accepted by the
Gentile public. However, it was not intended to be an instrument of
assimilation or of compromising Jewry's religious life. The Haskalah
marks a revival of Hebrew for secular purposes after a hiatus of
several centuries during which Hebrew was employed almost
exclusively for communicating about topics of a religious nature.
Yet, Hebrew frequently served for communication with Jews in
other countries. In fact, Hebrew was never a "dead language” as
some scholars like Toynbee were happy to announce.

15. 1750 to Today

Modern (18" century up to today) Judaic/Hebraic scholarship
regarding the history and substance of Judaism and Judaic/Hebraic
life and literature through the ages. Some of the important figures
are: Moses Mendelsohn, Leopold Zunz, Heinrich Graetz, Abraham
Geiger, Nachman Krochmal, and their numerous contemporaries
and heirs, such as the illustrious roster of scholars who were
members of "The Society for Awakening those that Slumber"
(devoted to publishing Hebrew literary and historical works that
were available only in manuscript form). In the late 19" and in the
20" centuries, outstanding contributions to Judaic scholarship were
made by Chaim Brody, Simon Dubnow (executed at age 93 by the
Nazis in Riga, Lithuania), Israel Zinberg (1873-1943; see Zinberg,
1955-1958), Louis Ginzberg, Gershom Scholem, Yosef Klausner,
Ben Zion Dinur, Yitzhak Baer, Chaim Schirman, Dov Yarden,
Yisrael Levine, Chaim Beinart (1995), Salo Baron (Baron, 1952-
1983), Saul Leiberman, Efraim Urbach (1969), David Weiss-Halivni
in New York, and many others, in various fields of historiography
and textual studies (Talmud, Midrash, Medieval Hebrew poetry,



50 Shlomo Sharan

etc.). Biblical studies also flourished under Umberto Cassutto
(Italian-born rabbi, later Professor of Bible, Hebrew University, died
in Jerusalem, 1951), H.L. Ginsberg (USA), Yehezkel Kaufmann, (b.
in Russia, 1891, Professor of Bible, Hebrew University, 1949, died
in Jerusalem, 1963; see Kaufmann, 1947-1956).

16. 1800 to Today

Social-intellectual-political analysis and commentary on Jewry,
Judaism and Zionism from a modern perspective, in an attempt
to clarify Jewry's present and future condition. Some of the
outstanding figures in this movement, most of whom wrote in
Hebrew, are: (19" century) Moses Hess, Peretz Smolenskin, M.Y.
Levinsohn, Leon Pinsker, Theodore Herzl, Max Nordau, AD.
Gordon, Ahad Ha'am (died in Tel-Aviv, Palestine, 1927), M.Y.
Berditchewski, and (20" century) Yehezkel Kaufmann, Natan
Rotenstreich, Eliezer Schweid (lives in Jerusalem) and many
others. (Kaufmann's Exile and Alienation, 1929-1932, is a 1150
page monumental study of the factors that molded Jewish national-
religious-cultural life through history, with particular emphasis on
the modern period. Unfortunately, this work is largely unknown by
the Hebrew reading public of today. A useful collection of
Kaufmann's essays and some chapters from Exile and Alienation,
were abridged, edited and published with an extensive introduction
by A. Barshai, 1995. Chapter 7, 8 and 9 of vol. | of Exile and
Alienation on Christianity and Judaism were translated into
English, see Kaufmann, 1988.)

17. 1850 to Today

In the realm of belles lettres (mainly poetry and the short story, and
some novels) in modern Hebrew, the following are only a few of the
great luminaries: Abraham Mapu (died 1867) wrote the first Hebrew
novel, Peretz Smolenskin, Mendele Mocher S'farim, Y.L. Peretz,
Y.Ch. Brenner, Haim Nachman Bialik (died in Tel-Aviv, Palestine,
1934, considered the poet-laureate of the Hebrew language and of
the modern Hebrew-national revival), Saul Tchemichovsky (physi-
cian and poet), Zalman Schneur, Sh.Y. Agnon (received the Nobel
Prize in literature), Uri Zvi Greenberg (Greenberg, 1990-1996:
Greenberg, perhaps along with Isaiah and Yehuda Halevi, stands
as one of the greatest poets of the Hebrew language), Yitzhak
Lamdan, Yitzhak Shenhar, Abraham Shlonsky, Sh. Shalom, Natan
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Alterman, Haim Hazaz, David Shachar (1897), Moshe Shamir,
Aharon Appelfeld, and a host of others. (For English readers, an

Insightful review of modern Hebrew literature up to 1950, is
available in the book by S. Halkin, 1950.)
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THE RELIGIOUS-SECULAR CONFLICT
WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE
TO ISRAEL

Introduction

This study is based on the recognition that Israel has been
increasingly turning into an arena of conflict between those terming
themselves "religious” and those referring to themselves as
"secular”. Since the religious-secular conflict in Israel could be
dangerous to the very survival of the Jewish state, it needs to be
minimized. On the premise that the world is interactive it can be
assumed that:

a. Israel could not isolate itself and escape the waves of similar
conflicts in other parts of the globe, and

b. Israel could possibly benefit from the lessons of religious-
secular conflicts in other countries and apply them for a better
understanding and amelioration of its own situation.

The above premises set the framework of this study. After a brief
introduction about the role of religion in Western society, we turn
our attention to the practical impact of religion in its conflict with the
State, and an all too brief review of the types of models of Church —
State relationships that evolved from that conflict, beginning with
the French Revolution. The first three models — France, Germany
and Italy — are chronological. Then we turn our attention to an
efficient model of separation of Church and State, the United States
of America, followed by an efficient model of non-separation,
England. Brief remarks are added about a scattering of other
interesting models. All of them are of democratic countries. Hence,
from the Middle East only Turkey is touched upon.

The next part deals with possible lessons Israel could derive from
the models presented, in the light of its own unique situation. Focus
Is placed on the value of the "status quo”, the need of unconditional
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acceptance of the State, and on the advantages of depoliticizing
religion — a process for which four channels are examined, though
not necessarily recommended: Possible dissolution of religious
political parties, stopping political blackmail in the Knesset in return
for religious support, changing attitudes and expectations, and
separation of religion and state.

The final part deals with perspectives of the "religious” — "secular”
dispute.

The study of human thought makes it abundantly clear that
religions cover an extremely wide spectrum — from the belief in
One God to many gods, or from an intimately personal and
personalized God to an absolutely depersonalized abstract Power,
or from the acceptance of a strict doctrine that regulates every step
in life to subordination to certain principles intended to serve as a
moral and ethical guide in life. The author makes a valiant attempt
not to sit in judgment over any aspect of religion, be it
fundamentalist or secular. If he failed at any point, the reader can
rest assured, it is purely unintentional and he or she will find it
easier to forgive by remembering: the sole intention is to enlighten,
not to upset.

The Role of Religion

The English author Hilaire Belloc was once told by the chairman of
a public meeting that he could address the audience on any subject
except religion and politics. "Whereupon,” said Belloc, "having
been prevented from discussing either of the subjects that most
concerned mankind, | turned on my heel and departed.” (Retold by
George McGovern, in Religion American Style, Patrick H.
McNamara (ed.), Harper & Row, 1974, p. 53))

In the same vein, Winston King, in his Introduction to Religion
writes:

Whatever in the course of this discussion we may decide the
true nature of religion to be, one generalization can be made
at the very beginning: It is a major concern of human beings.
(Harper, New York, 1954, p. 3)

In their stand, King and Belloc aligned themselves with incisive
thinkers, such as Max Weber and Emile Durkheim, who see in
religion one of the most significant factors in shaping society. One
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of the founders of the science of sociology of religion, Emile
Durkheim claims that religion provides the basis for orderly
cohesion in society. According to Durkheim, rules, agreements
regarding the rules, and commitment to them, are the basic
brickwork of a society, and religion has played a vital role
throughout history in securing them. (Durkheim, The Elementary
Forms of the Religious Life, Allen & Unwin, London, 1915).
Durkheim, writing in the beginning of the 20" century, assigns to
religion formidable power throughout the ages. He would, no doubt,
have included the future technological age with its rapidly changing
society. According to Luckmann's interpretation of Durkheim,

Religion was expected to continue to contribute towards the
stability of the new type of society even if it had to assume
heavily modified or disguised forms. (Beckford, J A. and
Luckmann, Thomas, Changing Face of Religion, SAGE
Publications, London, 1991, p. 1)

Should religion be incapable, or unwilling, to modify itself — perhaps
because it defines its elementary task precisely in the opposite
way: namely, as putting a brake on what it considers the terrifying
downslide of the society leading to an abyss, and the desperate
need to preserve the revered "saving values" sanctified by time — it
"‘would have to be swept away", maintains Luckmann. (ibid.)

It is only fair to point out that — despite Durkheim — some prominent
thinkers have assigned a secondary role of receding importance to
religion, trying to demonstrate that religion is nothing more than an
emotional crutch, or an outdated pre-scientific mode of super-
stitious thinking. Bertrand Russell claims that religion is rooted in
fear, insinuating that, as one understands the phenomena of the
world more and therefore fears less, the significance of religion
should diminish. Sir James Frazer views religion as an outgrowth of
magic, Karl Marx as a tool of exploiters in the battle of socio-
economic forces, and Sigmund Freud as a means to wish
fulfillment, or an expression of a guilty subconscious.

In sharp contrast to Durkheim, it has also been claimed that
“religion, although it may draw men together, may also separate
them and set them against each other." (Lewis Coser, Conti-
nuities in the Study of Social Conflict, The Free Press, New
York, 1967, p. 174) The numerous wars of religion are, of course,
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a case in point. Whatever standpoint one takes regarding religion,
one thing is certain: Religion with its problems cannot be swept
under the rug. The place of religion within the social structure is an
issue that each society has had to confront anew in every age. To
the extent that a society avoids such a confrontation of its religious
ideology with the reality of changing times, it displays elements of
stagnation with a debilitating effect on the whole social structure.
Indeed, a religion which isolates itself, or runs against the current
of the time, may wish to view itself as a rock or an island of
permanence and solidity — sort of a Noah's ark in the flood of
precipitous decline of decadent culture — yet, in fact, unless it is
ready to take a plunge of adaptation into a staggenngly different
mindset of the computer age with its technology, itis going to be left
hopelessly behind. If it won't have "to be swept away", it will be
viewed in the future as a fossilized remnant of the past. (Think of
Karaites, Samaritans, the Shabbatarian Donmeh, even the
Saducees.)

We will attempt to examine how Western society and, in particular
select states within it, attempted to reach an accomodation wherein
the secular and the religious managed to live side-by-side — if not
as bedfellows, at least as decent neighbors.

The Practical Impact of Religion Within the Social Structure

It would be difficult to find long stretches in history when religious
and temporal (secular) powers co-existed without tension, in
relative harmony. On the other hand, it would not demand much
toil and hardship to find eras saturated with blood as a result of
religious conflict. Some prominent examples include: The
Crusades were the highpoint of the 11™ to 13" centuries. The
Wars of Religion in France (1563-1598) and the Thirty Years War in
Central Europe (1618-1648) denuded and depopulated large
sections of Europe in the 16"-17" centuries. Whenever the Black
Plague rested, religion took over to guarantee that Europe did not
become over-populated in the course of the Middle Ages — and
sometimes the two labored handsomely side by side.

Until the 10" century ecclesiastical functionaries, from the Pope to
the parish priest, were appointed by lay authorities; the Pope by the
Emperor and the priest by the local feudal lord. Appointments were
usually sold and were rarely based on qualification. From the 10"
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century onward Church history is filled with events wherein it
sought to gain equal authority with the nobility and even exercise
control over princes and states. The sword of the spiritual often
tiumphed over the sword of temporal power, not only by application
of spiritual means, such as the ban of excommunication and the
Imposition of penance, but by building its own worldly fiefdom
centered around Rome.

No sooner did Hildebrand ascend to his position in 1073 as Pope
Gregory VII, than he began to assert "the Church'’s independence
of all outside control, her sovereignty over all worldly powers, as
well as the rule of the Papacy over the whole Church”. (Bethamy,
G.T., Encyclopedia of World Religions, Brucken Books, 1989, p.
814) Itis this Pope who had Emperor Henry IV wait for him three
days, barefoot, in an open court, in the heart of the winter, to offer
his abject submission at Canossa. Christian ecclesiastical power
was reaching a zenith.

The papacy, in short, was rapidly becoming a secular power,
wielding what spintual weapons it had, but in the interests of
secular, and not religious policy. (Stuart C. Easton, The
Western Heritage, Holt Rineheart, New York, 1965, p. 232)

Easton finds it necessary to add: "It was not possible for the
Church to become so heavily embroiled in secular affairs without
losing some prestige as a spiritual organization.” (ibid., p. 233)

Reaction to the materialism and avarice of the Church grew in
vehemence until it exploded in the 1518 Reformation. (ibid., p. 348)
The nft in the Church only augmented bloodshed — Catholics and
Protestants fighting each other mercilessly in bloody battles — while
simultaneously not diminishing the Church’s appetite for power and
control. Even while the religious factions were consuming one
another with voracious appetite, the Church was not ready to yield
an inch of its authority to the secular powers.

The tumabout came with the French Revolution in 1789, as "a
major convulsion in the annals of Europe”. (Rene Albrecht Carrie,
A Diplomatic History of Europe Since the Congress of Vienna,
Harper and Brothers, 1958, p. 8) A breakdown in the monolithic
Church resulted in the development of different type of models of
accomodation between Church and State. Whereas each model
emerged from its unique historical circumstances compounded in
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complexity by many other factors, it is nevertheless hoped and
expected that the State of Israel could distill some lessons to its

benefit.
Types of Models that Evolved: France

The rise of the modern Nation States in the wake of the French
Revolution and the onslaught of Enlightenment on the formidable
bastions of religion changed the picture radically. In the words of
Macaulay:

Orthodoxy soon became a synonym for ignorance and
stupidity, It was as necessary to the character of an
accomplished man that he should despise the religion of
his country, as that he should know his letters. (Quoted by
Edward Halas, The Catholic Church in the Modern World,
Hanover House, Garden City, New York, 1858, p. 16)

The Church and clericalism were identified with reactionary forces.
Efforts were made to demonstrate that religion is a farce. In the heat
of the revolution a renowned well-shaped opera singer (reputed to
have been a prostitute to boot) was placed on a pedestal in the
Notre Dame of Pans for the crowds to bow to and ostensibly
worship. When Napoleon came to power he tried to reach a
compromise with the Church in the Concordat of 1801, yet at his
crowning ceremony as Emperor of France he deliberately took the
crown out of the hands of the Pope and placed it on his own head.
Clearly, the temper of politics in the 18" century became as anti-
clerical as the temper of the society became secular all over
Europe. (ibid.)

Though France has essentially been a Catholic nation, it became
profoundly anti-clerical. Gambetta's call in the 1870s, "le
clericalisme, voila I'ennemi!" was widely accepted. The hostility of
the government manifested itself in the passage of Jules Ferry's
education law, which created what amounted to a new and strictly
secular educational system for France, in the reduction of the
clergy’'s stipend, requirement of military service from those in the
seminaries, a new divorce law, and the prohibition of religious
processions.
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The Church grew to be strongly identified with political conserva-
tivism, maintaining close contact with the leaders of the Right. As a
result of the Dreyfus Affair in which the military, the Conservatives
and the Church stood united in defense of a costly judicial mistake.
Church and State became separated by an Act of Parliament,
1905. The Act abolished the remaining privileges of the Church,
priests lost their status as civil servants, and religious orders — such
as the Jesuits — were disbanded and even forced to leave the
country. Eventually they were allowed back, but only on the eve of
World War I,

Although most Roman Catholics were very bitter at the Republic,

..some started to realize that no amelicration could take
place until and unless the Church ceased to be associated
with "the Reaction". In the eyes of the progressive Catholic
minority, what was needed was an effort of adaptation based
first on the acceptance of the Republic and of its liberal
principles, and... on the development of a new social policy,
based more on charity and compassion than on respect for
authority. (Jean Blondel and Drexel Godfrey, The Govern-
ment of France, Methuen, London, 1968, pp. 21-23)

In all the countries where its authority began eroding, the Catholic
Church did its utmost to hold on to what it came to consider areas of
its concern, such as marrage and education or the spintual
independence of its priests and religious orders. In turn, states
wanted to return to the status quo ante, prior to Hildebrand; they
wished to appoint bishops and regulate marriage, education and
the disposition of chanty. (Joseph Il of Austna even wished to
decide the number of candles to be placed upon the altar!) Anti-
clericalism was fostered by the special status the Church
demanded, such as exemption from the economic burdens that
fell upon the rest of the population, while simultaneously demand-
ing a greater share of national wealth. (Halas)

In the post-World War Il period a Christian Democratic Party
became one of the largest parties in France. Nevertheless,
antipathy toward the Catholic Church continued to persist, though
on a notably lower scale. In 1951 Church schools managed to
obtain State subsidies which became substantially broadened in
1959. However, France is far from granting religion the privileged
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stawus it held before the Revolution. Yet, a new spirit has come that
augurs favorably for religion on two points: There is an increased
social consciousness within the Church, working hand in hand with
growing receptivity, at least in part of the Church, to aspire for
"reconciliation between Catholicism and the 'living forces’ of the
nation”. (Blondel and Godfrey) The "living forces” seem to
encompass nationalism, modernization and a liberal more accept-
ing and tolerant attitude.

Types of Models that Evolved: Italy

Events in revolutionary France were replayed in the course of the
19" century in numerous countries, notably in Italy and in Germany.
In Italy the lines were clearly drawn. Any step leading to the
unification of ltaly and the fulfillment of nationalist aspirations
involved the liquidation of the Papal States and diminished the
influence of the Pope in the country. Already in 1848 an education
law was passed in Piedmont, depriving the Church of control over
education. This was followed in rapid succession by the abolition of
Church courts and by the withdrawal of judicial immunities of the
clergy. In 1870, when Garibaldi’s forces marched on Rome and
captured it,

...the Pope declared himself to be a prisoner and refused to
recognize the regime, although the Italians left him in
undisturbed possession of the Vatican. (Easton, p. 549)

Though Italy is an almost purely Catholic state, when the Left came
to power in 1876, further official restrictions were imposed on the
Church and its clergy. Religious processions were banned, priests
were conscripted to the army, Catholic congresses were dissolved,
and any criticism of the State by the clergy was declared a serious
offense. The confiict was not brought to an end until 1929, when
Mussolini's government signed the Lateran Treaty between Vatican
City and [taly. It signaled the first recognition by a Pope of the Italian
Kingdom. However, the concordat proved short-lived, since the
legal status of the treaty was abolished in 1976.

Serious Church scholars, such as Eduard Halas, gently criticize the
Church for its failure — until the pontificate of Leo Xl at the turn of
the 20" century — to make a serious attempt to meet the social
problems of the new industrial proletariat in Italy, as well as in other
countries, allowing the workers to drift away from Christianity.
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Cardinal Menning of Westminster gave voice to this criticism: "A
new task is before us. The Church has no longer to deal with
Parliaments and Pninces, but with the masses and with the people."
(Halas)

The Church had fallen out of step with the tenor of the age. She had
become so absorbed in her struggle for political success — itself of
questionable value to the attainment of its ultimate spintual goals —
that she had become callously unresponsive to the needs and the
thinking of those whom it wished to attract and to influence.

Perhaps not coincidentally, it was precisely at the time when the
Church was shorn of her temporal power, that she became invested
with a spiritual authorty unparalleled for at least the past three
centuries. Fighting tooth and nail against the loss of its concrete
possessions, material wealth and physical authority, it was
precisely this matenal loss that resulted in a net spiritual gain of
substantial dimensions that began lifting the Church out of its
doldrums.

Types of Models that Evolved: Germany

Although the first radical break with the past model of the Church-
State relationship occurred in France in the wake of the Revolution
of 1789, and the first most clear cut eye to eye confrontation
between Church and State took place in Italy during the crucial
process of Risorgimento, or unification of Italy, which resulted in
direct curtailment of papal territory and power, the most unusually
bitter clash between secular and religious authorities took place in
Bismarck’'s Germany. It is from this clash that the term Kulfurkampf
derives.

The term originally referred to Bismarck's forceful attempt to
subjugate the Catholic Church — involving the two giants, the State
and the Church, in a life and death struggle in the period between
1873 and 1887. On the one hand, Bismarck’'s newly unified proud
Germany triumphantly asserted its national sovereign power. On
the other hand, the hard-pressed Papacy, on the defensive for
close to a century throughout Europe, fought with all its might to
curtail the State's infringement on its traditional realm. One may
wish to note that, though only one-third of Germany's population
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belong to the Roman Catholic Church, it is nevertheless the
strongest religious denomination, since the Protestant churches
that developed since Luther's times are subdivided and lack unity.

Among the decrees proclaimed and enforced by Bismarck’s anti-
clerical government were:

« Priests were prohibited to publish the decisions of the
Vatican Council;

« All schools became subject to State inspection, even in
respect of their religious instruction,

» The training of the clergy was placed under State control,
requiring students to study theology in a university, and to
satisfy State inspectors as to their scientific, philosophical
and historical outlook and knowledge;

« Theological seminaries became subject to State inspection;

 Disciplinary power over students and clergy was taken out of
the hands of bishops and put into the hands of the State;

» The Reichstag forbade the Jesuits to say Mass in Germany,
thus for all intents and purposes expelling them from the
country; and

» Bismarck nominated an anti-papal Bavarian Cardinal as the
new German ambassador to the Holy See whom Pope Pius
IX refused to accept, thus breaking diplomatic relations
between Berlin and Rome.

These were some salient features of Bismarck's attempt to
nationalize the Church in Germany, leading to a veritable new
War of Religion designated as the Kulturkampf, or Culture-War.
The restrictive legislation was met by passive resistance on the part
of the bishops, for which they were hauled before the Tribunal of
Ecclesiastical Affairs and either fined or imprisoned. In the process,
the strongly Catholic-supported Center Party increased its repre-
sentation in the Reichstag from 59 to 91 (in the elections of
November 18, 1873).

After 1878 Bismarck found it prudent to retreat, and by April 1887
the last of the really offensive legislative acts had been removed.
The Church won an explicit victory on the restoration of full
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authonty of the bishops over the clergy and the curriculum and
supervision of theological seminaries. However, the religious
freedom and power that had been obtained in Prussia in the pre-
1870 days was not wholly restored.

The restoration of peace was mainly due to the presence of men of
good sense on both sides. The leader of the Catholic Center Party
consistently voted with the government when it presented its
budget, not threatening or abusing the party's power in the
legislature. The party became sensitive to the nationalist aspira-
tions of the new State and — even when the Pope pressured it to
vote against Bismarck's military budget — the party insisted on
freedom from Roman advice on political matters. It voted its
national and not its Church conscience.

An "enemy of the State", as Bismarck referred to the leader of the
Center Party, was in due course recognized and appreciated for his
wise conciliatory policy. In turn, it was understood that Bismarck's
aim was not to exterminate or even restrict the Church, but to keep
it under control in order not to undermine national interests. No side
emerged with a sense of victory or defeat. Bismarck conceded to
the Church where its clergy and instruction were concerned. The
Church conceded to the State control of all realms that did not
infringe upon the clergy and its religious instruction.

Types of Models that Evolved: The USA

The First Amendment to the American Constitution states:
"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof”. This is the basis of
the doctrine of separation of church and state as developed by the
Supreme Court of America in subsequent rulings.

The Founding Fathers may have endeavored to attain separation of
religion and state for idealistic reasons, subsuming that the very
reason for the arrival of the onginal settlers to the American
continent was to escape religious persecution in England and attain
the free, unhampered practice of their beliefs. There was, however,
also a solid pragmatic base for simultaneously introducing freedom
of religious practice as desired by an individual, with freedom from
religious coercion by any person or instrument of government.
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From the very outset, the United States absorbed individuals who
streamed to its shores from diverse backgrounds in distant lands. It
became a conglomerate of humanity reaching for America precisely
for the reason to find a haven for their diversity. Allowances had to
be made for that diversity, to satisfy its multifarious needs. The
establishment of any one or several religions as THE church of the
States would have nullified the basic intent of the founders and
would have been contrary to the best interests of the State.

Nevertheless, it would be erroneous to construe the doctrine of
separation of Church and State in the USA as a death-knell to
religion or to religious practice. A number of landmark court cases
prove the enormous respect accorded religion. In the case of
Zorach vs. Clauson (1952) Supreme Court Justice Douglas wrote:

We are a religious people whose institutions presuppose a
Supreme Being... When the state encourages religious
instruction or cooperates with religious authorities by
adjusting the schedule of public events to sectarian needs,
it follows the best of our traditions. (Randall Nelson & John
Wiuest, The Primary Sources of American Government,
Putnam, 1862, p. 344)

Inevitably, in their Inaugural Addresses, American Presidents made
a direct or veiled reference to God. American currency bills proudly
display the motto, "In God We Trust". In the Pledge of Allegiance
the phrase "under God" was incorporated in the post-war years.
There is a "national" Christmas tree, lit annually by the nation's
President then occupying the White House. Until John F. Kennedy
succeded in demolishing the tradition, an American President had
to be a Protestant Christian. Some states would not pass abortion
laws out of deference to their Catholic residents — or could not pass
them owing to their pressure tactics. The same holds true for prayer
in the public schools.

Separation of Church and State wished to guarantee that

The right to hold any or no religious beliefs is an absolute
nght. One's religious beliefs are inviolable, and no govern-
ment in the United States has any authority whatsoever to
compel the acceptance or to censor any creed. (J.



THE RELIGIOUS-SECULAR CONFLICT 71

MacGregor & J. Walter Peltason, Government by the
People: The Dynamics of American National Govern-
ment, Prentice Hall, 1969, p.198)

However, if the practice of any creed would be found "inimical to the
peace, good order and morals of society”, the Constitutional right to
hold any religious beliefs would not protect it.

The Supreme Court has sustained laws forbidding the
practice of polygamy, as applied to Mormons; laws requiring
vaccination of schoolchildren, as applied to Christian
Scientists; laws forbidding business activities on Sunday in
order to promote health and rest, as applied to Orthodox
Jews. (McGowan vs. Maryland, 1961 in J. MacGregor, p.
109)

Yet, it should be noted that:

If a person refuses to accept a job requiring Saturday work
because he wants to go fishing, the state may deny him
unemployment compensation. But if he declines the work for
religious reasons, the Constitution requires the state to grant
him his benefits. (Sherbert vs. Verner, 1963, ibid.)

American Constitutional thinkers vaccilated for a long time between
two interpretations of the Separation doctrine: the no-preference vs.
the wall-of-separation doctrine. Since 1962 it came out unequi-
vocally in favor of the wall-of-separation doctrine. On the basis of
that principle it opposed, for example, the introduction of any and all
kind of prayer in schools.

In practice, separation of Church and State is a difficult procedure.
A few examples may suffice.

Churches are required to conform to building codes, fire
regulations, and sanitation laws. Government is expected to
decide whether a group claiming to be religious should be
exempt from property taxes or whether the claim is
fraudulent. (ibid., p. 110)

Imbedded in the system is a continual but creative drama,
reenacted in the courts, between the judicial interpretation of the
First Amendment of the Constitution and the pressure groups and
lobbies that support or oppose acts of assistance to religiously
sponsored schools for secular studies, for devotional practices in
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public schools that do not involve the mention of a deity, for free
transportation on the public bus system for children going to
parochial schools, and similar.

Inevitably, rulings of the Supreme Court will be sharply criticized
because of the intense emotions involved in issues connected with
religion. Yet, in a world where many nations are sharply divided into
religious factions, "the amicable accommodation of religious
difference in America has been a significant achieverment of our
political experience". (Alan P. Grimes, Equality in America:
Religion, Race and the Urban Majority, Oxford U. Press, 1964,

p. 41)
Types of Models that Evolved: England

Sir Ivor Jennings, in his classic The British Constitution, makes a
point regarding the significance of laws and institutions for the
purpose of protecting liberty in England. England of course does
not have a written constitution, yet it survived without one for close
to a thousand years. This is due less to laws and institutions, both
of which can be easily subverted, than to an attitude of mind. A
people "becomes free because it desires to be free, and it remains
free because it so intends". (Cambridge U. Press, 1961, p. 196)

Religious and civil liberty did not easily dawn on England. It
suffered the convulsions of Henry VIIl's reign (1509-1547), who
broke with the Roman Church, and that of his successors. The
state made efforts in the 16" and 17" centuries to regulate totally
the Church of England and to stamp out or severely curtail Catholic
and Protestant sects that did not conform to the Church of England.

England was exposed to repeated civil wars, in the process
beheading a king, bleeding opposing troops of Cavaliers and
Roundheads dry. It encouraged divergent religious groups, among
them Roman Catholics, Puritans, Presbyterians, Anglicans, Level-
lers and Diggers to lash out mercilessly at each other in search of
truth — of which each contending party had its own unique brand.
They were also determined “in an earnest attempt” to stamp out
heresy — of which, of course, the other party had more than needed
to destroy all English souls.
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Roman Catholics, the Reformed Church of England, the
Scottish Covenanters, the English "Saints" had their own
brand of truth and their own standard of heresy... Not until
the "age of reason” in the eighteenth century was it
recognized that truth, if there was such a thing, was many-
sided and that any Protestant might have learned a portion of
it. (Jennings, p. 197)

Only in 1829 did the Roman Catholics regain their liberties, and
their disabilities were swept away. But,

...even the age of reason could not accept agnosticism or
atheism as arguable propositions, and the political disabil-
ities of Jews and dissenters were not all abolished until late
in the nineteenth century. (ibid.)

Presently England has an Established Church with no separation of
Church and State. At the peak of the pyramid stands the monarch,
who thus symbolically combines ecclesiastical and temporal
powers in royal hands. In practice, however, England has complete
freedom of religion with no disabilities attaching to anyone owing to
difference in religious persuasion — the exception being that the
crown remains unavailable to anyone who is not an Anglican.

Types of Other Models that Evolved

In the Netherlands, there is a strong ftradition of maintaining
separation of Church and State, although two-thirds of the
population are religiously affiliated. Over thirty percent are Catholic
and about 25 percent are Protestant. Most of the Protestants,
including the Royal family, belong to the Dutch Reformed Church.
Until recently the role of religion has been steadily diminishing.

Belgium, too, is a secular society, wherein religious freedom is
guaranteed by law. Yet, ministers of all faiths receive their salaries
and pensions from the State and private religious schools are
subsidized by the State. (Only Muslims refuse State aid, in order to
maintain the independence of their school system.)

Portugal introduced separation of Religion and State in 1911,
although more than 95 percent of the population is Roman Catholic
and Catholic traditions have had a strong influence on the lives of
the people.
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Spain abandoned Catholicism as the official state religion in 1978,
despite the great influence of Catholic traditions on many aspects
of Spanish life. Ninety-nine percent of the people are nominally
Roman Catholic.

The Scandinavian States do not recognize separation of Religion
and State. In Sweden, Lutheranism is the State religion of which the
King must be a member. Ninety-eight percent of the population
belong to it. All Swedes whose parents belong to the Lutheran
Church automatically become members at birth. They remain
members, unless they apply to withdraw. The Swedish Constitution
guarantees religious freedom since 1809. Sweden plans disestabl-
ishment of religion next year.

The Norwegian Church had virtually been an adjunct of the
State since the Reformation, and ecclesiastical issues
tended to be simultaneously political issues. During the
19" century revivalist and fundamentalist movements
challenged the supremacy of the official state-church
hierarchy. They were not expelled, but were allowed to
develop their own organizations, schools of divinity, and
missionary structures within the Church, effectively creating
a pattern of fundamentalist pluralism. (Kaare Stron & Lars
Svasand, Challenges to Political Parties: The Case of
Norway, U. of Michigan Press, 1997, p. 39)

In Finland both the Lutheran and the Orthodox Church are
recognized as official state churches, although 92 percent of the
population belong to the Evangelical Lutheran Church and only one
percent belongs to the Orthodox Church.

Turkey is the only state in the Middle East which has experimented
with secularism. Although 98% of the population is Muslim — of
them two-thirds Sunni and one-third Shia — Turkey abolished the
special status of Islam as the official state religion in 1928,
declaring itself a secular state with complete freedom of religion.
However, the recent worldwide rise of Islamic fundamentalism also
found expression in Turkey, when Turkish fundamentalists began
pressing for greater government use of the principles of Islam. In
the national elections of 1995 parties advocating return to religion
made significant gains. It is to be noted that Iran, by contrast,
despite the extreme fundamentalist control of radical Humeinism,
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began showing signs of unrest in July 1999, with the beginning of
student uprisings in the major centers of the country. The students
are demanding greater liberalization.

Possible Applications to Israel

Reviewing Church-State relationships of other countries shows that
ultimately in every democratic country a modus vivendi based on
compromise was worked out between the temporal and the spiritual
powers. Thus, Napoleon reached an agreement barely twelve
years after the French Revolution, signing a Concordat with the
Church in 1801. An agreement in Italy between the Pope and the
State wasn't reached till 1929, 59 years after the inception of Italy
as an independent State. All that time the Vatican did not recognize
the legitimacy of the Italian Kingdom. In Germany, unified by
Bismarck in 1870, the Kulturkampf (struggle between Church and
State) continued until 1887.

The Value of Status Quo

Braced in struggle — with elements representing the Church
sometimes denying the very right of the State to legitimacy, and
organs representing the State demanding subordination of the
Church hierarchy and its educational system, as well as all civic
functions (such as marriage and divorce) to State authonties — the
first step toward mutual accomodation has normally consisted of an
attempt to work out a compromise based on the status quo.

In practice, however, this proves rather difficult and it seems to
bring only a short-term truce since, in the eyes of the contenders,
the status quo itself is subject to diverse interpretations. Some will
claim that it becomes rigid, outdated and fossilized. Even its original
objective is not always easily definable. Let's take as an example
the issue of military service by students studying Torah in Israel.

The first exemption from military service offered in the newly
founded State of Israel by then Prime Minister, David Ben Gurion,
to students of Torah extended to 400 students. Was that meant to
be a fixed number? Or was the approximate percentage of 400
in the student population of the time meant to be definitive? Or does
it have nothing to do with numbers, but rather with the activity of
Torah study itself? What would the molders of this agreement of
fifty years ago say to the information that the 400 of 1949 became
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4,700 in 1977, 18,350 in 1988, and 28,772 by the end of 1997,
indicating that since the founding of the State over 150,000 were
exempt from military service on the basis of Torah study? (Yediot
Ahronot, May 12, 1998). Would Ben Gurion claim that the status
quo of 1949 is valid or would they ask for reevaluation?

What makes this particular example, of wrestling with the status
quo on the issue of military service, all the more pertinent, is that in
other democratic countries under our purview, service in the military
became obligatory in the course of time, although the service could
be performed in the chaplaincy, or in areas that do not require the
bearing of firearms. This holds equally true for countries where
Religion and State are in effect separated by law and countries
where they are not.

Objectively speaking, clinging to the status quo, does not save the
Church (in Israel, Religious Establishment) from slow attrition and
the eventual onslaught of secularism, if the Church remains a
stronghold of conservative — often termed "reactionary” — forces.
The examples under consideration demonstrate that what the
Church gains in applying delaying tactics in efforts that could lead
to the resolution of Church — State conflicts — including the principle
of status quo - is solely time. In France it took a century after the
Concordat (to be sure in stages) to pass the final Act of Parliament
that abolished major privileges of the Church. Of course time itself
can offer enormous material advantages while clinging to power;
but this has to be juxtaposed to disadvantages in the spiritual
realm that religion is supposed to advocate, where the spiritual loss
outweighs by far the material gain. In the words of Easton: "It was
not possible for the Church to become so heavily embroiled in
secular affairs without losing some prestige as a spiritual
organization." (Easton, p. 233)

Implicit in Israeli politics is the acceptance of the principle of status
quo on religious issues. Traditionally, the religious parties have
greater trust in the Right (Likud of today) and handle themselves
with greater self-confidence in maneuvering it to their advantage.
They view the Left (Yisrael Echad of today) with substantial
suspicion and mistrust, considering the Socialist residue of its
policy-platform belligerent to religious interests. Hence, at election
time, in jockeying for power, and courting the religious voters in the
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country, the Left will go out of its way to proclaim its adherence to
the principle of status quo. Shimon Peres, candidate of the Left in
the 1995 national election, declared:

The Labor Party was always open to religious membership.
We never were an anti-religious party. We did not sign any
(contrary) agreement, and we will guard the status quo in
matters of religion. (Yediot Ahronot, November 24, 1995)

On another occasion he added:

We do not devour religion and we do not treat religion with
contempt. We never signed that we will accept the anti-
religious stance of (a prospective coalition partner) Meretz.
(ibid.)

Meretz leader, Yossi Sand promptly issued his clarification: | have
news for the Labor Party. Meretz is not anti-religious either. We
highly respect religion, although not always the religious spokes-
men.”

He made it clear, however, that his party cannot sitin a government
that would allow one religious movement alone to be in charge of
the whole conversion process in Israel. (ibid.)

On issues of keeping stores open on Shabbat in secular
settlements, or Shabbat travel on the fringes of religious neighbor-
hoods, on abortions and autopsies, on archeological digs or
construction sites that may infringe on ancient graves, the status
quo Iis often meticulously cited. However, quoting the status quo
has so far produced only expedient postponements, filled with ever
increasing tension and frustration, rather than real constructive
resolution to the problem.

Despite the fact that the status quo has been given lip service even
by the Left in times of election, and that the American Orthodox
groupings, in combating pluralism, called for the preservation of
"the longstanding religious 'status quo' in Israel” (Jerusalem Post,
September 25, 1997), the sooner we disabuse ourselves that the
status quo can offer any panacea to the religious-secular conflict,
the more efficiently could we handle the real conflict which tears
dangerously at the fabric of Israeli society.
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Don’t Bite the Hand that Feeds You

In all democratic countries, a prerequisite for constructive dialogue
between the temporal and the religious i1s the unconditional
acceptance by the religious of the State. This implies that policies
can be questioned and criticized, but not the right of the State to its
existence and sovereignty. Equally significant is the acceptance of
democratic principles which permit, among others, free expression
of diversity of opinions, and — in the words of Blondel — "the
development of a new social policy, based more on charity and
compassion than on respect for authonty”. (pp. 21-22)

Ami Katz, from Gush Etzion, himself a Haredi (ultra-religious), says:

It troubles me that in most Haredi Synagogues the "Prayer
for our Armed Forces” is not recited, that Haredim who join
the army are expelled from their homes, and that on
Remembrance Day no mention is made of those who fell
in the service of the country.

He states that "the moment the Haredim will understand that they
cannot live here without obligations, the situation will find its
solution.” (Yediot Ahronot, May 12, 1998).

Ami Katz is recognized as an exception in the Haredi community,
many of whom do not accept the legitimacy of the State of Israel
since it came about by an act of man and not by God'’s visible divine
intervention. They treat with contempt the national symbols of the
State, such as the flag and the anthem; spite its national events,
such as Independence Day or the Day of Remembrance for its
Fallen Soldiers; relate to its national institutions, such as the courts,
as if the State of Israel would be but one more gentile state the
Jewish People had to suffer in its dark exile and despise its
Defense Forces.

The indictment raised against the Haredi element that they "bite the
very hand that feeds them" is compounded by occasional episodes
taken from the other side of the spectrum that raise the ire of the
Israell secular public. Such an episode could deal with a soldier in
the Israeli armed forces married to a non-Jewish spouse. "He is
permitted to serve in the Israeli army, but she is not allowed to
become an Israeli citizen." Hence, she is not entitled to medical
insurance, to Ulpan studies, or to any of the social services. The
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soldier gives his everything to the country, but cannot get anything
in return — thanks to a religious ruling — while many of the religious
give nothing to the country and get everything in return. There are
125 new Olim from the former Soviet Union who are now in such a
situation. (Yediot Ahronot, July 22, 1998)

Not much less provocative have been the tragic cases of new Olim
who were killed in the uniform of the Israel Defense Forces but
owing to a non-Jewish mother, were deprived of a Jewish funeral.
To die for a Jewish country is eminently acceptable but to be buried
as a Jew is not — becomes the hue and cry of the objectors. Seen
in the light of the presence of a religious element that — from the
perspective of the secular — gives nothing but gets everything, such
episodes become doubly galling to the secular element.

The experience of all other countrnies proves that a spiteful stance
on the part of a religious group versus the State does overall
damage to the integrity of religion in the eyes of the general public
and does not allow for rapprochement.

It needs to be emphasized that it is religion that suffers, more than
the religious group. Halas in his incisive work makes the point that
anti-clencalism in France was fostered by the Church’s attempts to
retain exemption from economic and other burdens which the
average citizen was subject to, while simultaneously taking
advantage of State (in earlier imes feudal) institutions and milking
them on behalf of the Church hierarchy.

Franz Werfel, in his novel Hearken to the Voice, dealing with the
period of the destruction of the First Temple, describes the superb
arrogance of a beggar in approaching clients for handouts, for, after
all, he is doing them a favor in allowing them to perform the Mitzvah
of giving! The reaction such a beggar elicits may not be very
different from the reaction of the secular element in Israel to the
religious elements who seem to be doing the State, whose
legitimacy many of them do not recognize, a grand favor In
allowing it to subsidize their activities and studies, and support their
families.

Examples of democratic countries indicate that at best the religious
element may gain materially another year, or ten years, of yet
another budgetary allocation or religious functions subsidy, but
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every materal victory results in one further spiritual defeat. The
religious camp in Israel could choose to learn from the countries
that trod the same path about the need to reorganize its pnorities so
as to make religion once more appealing to the Jewish masses.

The True Prophetic Voice: Call for Social Action

The intelligent secular Israeli is sufficiently versed in the Bible to
remember the prophetic plaint:

To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices to Me?...
Bring no more vain offerings... | cannot endure iniquity along
with the solemn assembly (recited on a New Moon, Sabbath
and Festivals)... Learn to do well, seek justice, relieve the
oppressed. (Isaiah 1: 11, 13, 17)

Clearly, social action is what the prophet calls for as a first-rank
priority.

The image projected by the Religious Establishment in Israel goes
contrary to the prophetic ideal, sometimes to a degree that the
average Israeli finds mind-boggling. The uncompromising stand of
Rabbi Ovadia Yosef and tens of thousands of rank and file Haredi
demonstrators on behalf of Arieh Deri, accused by the Israeli
Supreme Court of perversion of justice, is a strong case in point. To
the secular eye it appears that the religious element will spare no
effort to adhere to the minutae of kashrut and Sabbath observance,
but will do little or nothing about social justice.

One of the strong criticisms of the Church a century ago was that
she failed — until the Pontificate of Leo Xl (1878-1909) — to make a
serious attempt to meet the social problems of the new industrial
proletariat. {Halas) In a famous encyclical known as Rerum
Novarum, the Pope

...emphasized the duty of Christians to give all support to
movements to better the lot of the working man within the
framework of the system of private property... Leo also gave
attention to the rational foundations of Catholicism. (Easton,
p. 659).
Similarly, the outstanding Protestant theologians of the 20" century,
Karl Barth, Paul Tilich and Reinhold Niebuhr, devoted much

attention to social questions and to the duty of the Christian to try to
better his neighbors’ lot. (ibid., p. 885)
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The shift in the formalistic and rigid Catholic Church in the course of
the second half of the 20"'century was remarkable not only in its
stress on social duty, but also in its emphasis on reform of the
liturgy. This author was witness to a High Mass in a rather formal
Catholic Church setting in Southern Spain, where an informally
placed jean-clad choir was accompanied by a guitarist, and the
hymns sung by the worshippers were in rock-beat. The most
significant change, however, affecting even basic dogma, was
enacted by the Second Vatican Council (1962-65), wherein the
Church "emphatically denies the collective responsibility of Jews in
all ages for the crucifixion drama" and alters some aspects of its
liturgy, in direct contradiction to its practice heretofore. (Encyclo-
pedia Judaica, Vol. V, p. 545. The whole declaration can be found
in ibid., pp. 549-50)

One wonders whether the lack of flexibility and resistance to
change in the Israeli Religious Establishment is really a sign of
strength of the devout, as some claim to be, or whether it is but an
expression of paralysis and fear to face the sunrise of a new world
with all its challenges and problems. One prefers not to sit in
judgment, but a gut instinct seems to whisper that this time it's "hats
off" to the Catholics for the courage to change. What is left for us is
the longing for the prophetic spirit that would cut through the
Gordian knot of the aguna problem, of the disadvantaged situation
of women when facing a divorce, or when aspiring for a semblance
of equality, of the Olim soldiers descendant from non-Jewish
mothers, or their non-Jewish wives who don't wish to part from their
husbands, of the thousands who wish to convert without being
forced into a lie that they will adhere to all the Orthodox tenets of
Judaism, and much more.

Depoliticizing Religion

MK Shimon Shitrit, who considers himself an observant person
from a religious family, complains that:

Everyone who disagrees with the Haredim is represented by
them as a trouble-maker, anti-religious and a denier of the
Torah... One has only to touch ever so lightly upon the
subject of exemptions, preferences in financial allocations, or
preferences in housing or government subsidies, the
Haredim will immediately represent those disagreeing with
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them as anti-religious, shifting the issue to the domain of
faith... This principle also prevails in disagreements between
Haredim and the rest of the Jerusalem public. The dispute
with them is a political disagreement on the apportionment of
land, exemption from taxes, budgets for education, the
division of resources and money, the expulsion of the Intel
enterprise from Jerusalem, the distribution of land for Haredi
housing and the like. Not one of the disputed items has
anything to do with religion... but the political disagreement
will be given the coloration of an attack on faith, Torah and
God. (Yediot Ahronot, July 26, 1998)

Many observers recognize that this is patently unfair, and
demeaning to religion. Instead of doing one's best to keep religion
out of the arena of — what is conventionally referred to as — "dirty
politics", it is deliberately introduced there by the very elements
who claim to be "the Army of the Lord” and religion's passionate
defenders. Itis a virtual replay of events in European history prior to
the French Revolution, when the papacy became a secular power,
wielding what spiritual weapons it had, but in the interests of
secular and not religious policy. (Easton, p. 232)

In the course of time the spiritual power overreached to an extent
that was unimaginable in its pure, modest and controlled early
phase. Of course, it never realized, or wished to acknowledge, that
it had overreached, since each advance, conquest and demand
was only meant to buttress and safeguard earlier, by now
traditional, acquisitions. The consequences were inevitable. Be-
coming heavily embroiled in secular affairs, the Church lost prestige
as a spintual organization. Clothing itself with trappings of power
impressed many, but not enough to sustain a glittenng husk
emptied of true content and meaning. The explosion, though
predictable, took the ecclesia by complete surprise.

As Halas puts it:

A histonan of the Church must question whether it was really
in her true interests that she should achieve political
success. In the 1850s and 1860s as the Pope was being
shorn of his temporal power, he became invested with a
spiritual authority unparalleled by any Pope for the previous
three centuries.



THE RELIGIOUS-SECULAR CONFLICT 83

Although no two countnes are identical, it would be foolhardy of the
religious elements in Israel to expect a different outcome. Neither
the Council of the Torah Sages, nor the Chief Rabbinate are more
powerfully ensconced in the fabric of the State of Israel than the
Church was in Europe for eight centuries. The Church leamed the
hard way that it needs to depoliticize to a substantial extent and as
conditions dictate.

The process of depolitization could take place in one or more of four
channels:

(1) Dissolution of religious political parties;

(2) Stopping political blackmail in the government and legis-
lature in return for religious support;

(3) Changing attitudes and expectations;

(4) Separation of religion and State.

(1) Dissolution of Religious Political Parties

Europe had a proliferation of religious political parties in the last
century and a half. They were born out of an evident need to defend
the position of the Church, the status quo, at the time.

One of the few leading parties failed in its effort to maintain its
primary position in the recent elections of June 1999 in Belgium,
and was forced into opposition. The PSC (Christian Peoples’ Party)
was the strongest party in Belgium since World War |I, maintaining
its position untii 1958, when its influence began diminishing,
despite the fact that Belgium is essentially a Catholic country.
Sixty-five percent of the schools and 75% of the pupils are Catholic,
and the PSC is their sole religious champion. Leading party circles
debated dropping the "Christian” designation, but so far did not do
so. However, for all intents and purposes the party ceased to be
"Christian". In the political spectrum it is now located between the
Socialist Left and the Liberal Right, maintaining its "Christian”
designation for historic rather then denominational reasons.
(Source of information, Belgian Ambassador to Israel, Mr. Galeyn.)

An impressive example of the rise and fall of a religious political
party was the French MRP (Mouvement Republicain Populaire),
referred to popularly as the Christian Democratic Party. It started
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from obscure origins at the turn of the century, without making any
noticeable impact in a very anti-clerical country. In the 1945
General Election the MRP emerged suddenly as the second largest
party in the political spectrum. It gained almost five million votes,
25% of the electorate, giving it 150 seats in the Chamber of
Deputies, surpassed only by the Communist Party which gained
26.5% of the vote and 161 deputies in the Chamber.

In the national election of June 1946, the MRP emerged as the
strongest party in France with 28% of the popular vote and 169
members in the Chamber. It swept France. The success of the
party, however, was brief. Having reached its zenith in 1946, the
party began declining steadily. In 1962 it fell to 5% of the electoral
vote, and decided to amalgamate with another party. A valiant
attempt of rehabilitation at the hands of a religious party came to an
end.

The German experience was different. There was a religious party,
the Center Party, representing Catholic interests in the days of
Bismarck. Bismarck's relentless harassment of the Church brought
about the exact opposite results of his intentions: the Center Party
almost doubled its representation in the Reichstag in 1873.

After World War Il, the Christian Democratic Party (CDU) rose to
the position of second largest party in Germany, slightly preceded
only by the Social Democratic Party (SPD).

By the 1980s however, significant changes had taken place
in this traditional pattern. The two major parties had lost
support, ...the influence of class and religion on voting
behavior had declined; "new politics" issues, such as the
environment, disarmament, and civil liberties, had become
salient to increasing number of voters; and in 1983 a new
party, the Greens, broke the twenty year monopoly.
(Germany’s New Politics, ed. Conradt, Kleinfeld, Romoser,
Soe; Berghahn Books, 1995, p. 6)

In one of the chapters of Conradt's book entitied Second Wind or
Last Gasp (ibid., p. 131), the authors analyze with concern the
CDU's recent setbacks and express their apprehension over its
future. There is a possibility that if the CDU adjusts to the issues of
"new politics", it could survive.
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It may seem incongruous to talk about withdrawal of religious
parties from the political arena in Israel precisely at a time when the
ultra-religious Shas leaped from ten to seventeen representatives
in the Knesset in the national elections of May 1999. But if the goal
is really service of God and the Jewish faith, such a step — precisely
at the time when Shas gained such splendid electoral advantage —
would bring more seculansts under the banner of God than all the
budget increases the religious parties attained as a result of their
calculated squeeze on the government.

(2) Stopping Blackmail

Should, however, the expectation of withdrawal from the arena of
politics be in the realm of utopia, a significant and possibly more
realistic alternative would be the stopping of blackmail in the
Knesset. Religious parties taking advantage of a government's
woes — no matter which party is in power — and in return for their
support extracting enormous funds or pledges of support for
causes opposed by the majority, offer a gross and inglorious
spectacle.

Quotes such as these are not uncommon:

Benjamin Netanyahu could sigh with relief. After a month and
a half of protracted threats leading to coalition cnsis, he
succeeded in buying at great expense a few weeks of quiet
from the four Knesset Members of Agudat Yisrael and Degel
Hatorah... The Council of Torah Sages of Agudat Yisrael,
that was due to meet last Sunday to direct its representatives
to break with the coalition, did not meet, and the great sages
hastened to depart for their customary places of vacation in
Switzerland. (Yediot Ahronot Sabbath Supplement, July 7,
1998, p. 14)
The write-up continues:

This time Netanyahu obligated himself to augment the
number of Druze men in the contingent whose purpose Is
to supervise Sabbath closures, and to substantially enlarge
the fines imposed upon businesses that break the Sabbath
closure laws. It was also agreed to establish a new
archeology council that shall be "more sensitive” to the
needs of the Haredim.... 170 million Shekels shall be
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designated in two stages for rental apartments for Haredim. ..
and to increase the budgetary allocation of the "Kolelim" and
higher yeshivot by another 40 million Shekels. (ibid., p. 15)

During the last week in July 1999 the Knesset began its debate of
the government request to enlarge the number of ministerial posts
from 18 to 24. Shas made its support of the Government contingent
on receiving one more ministenal or two deputy ministerial posts.
(Yediot Ahronot, August 1, 1999)

In a country where so much happens, the public may forget the
particulars of any given case of what may appear as blackmail but
not without having registered another minus for the Religious
Establishment and for what religion pretends to be.

A fine example of how a religious party could operate without
alienating the public was offered by the religious party in the
German parliament. "The leader of the Center Party, Windthorst,
kept the door always open for negotiation with Bismarck by steadily
voting the budget presented by his government." (Halas) He did so
even when he was denounced by Bismarck as "enemy of the
state”, showing his remarkable self-control and prudence. On one
occasion Pope Leo Xlll wanted Windthorst to vote against
Bismarck's military budget, but Windthorst insisted that the party
should be free from religious advice on political matters, and
continued to vote for the government budget. (ibid.)

It is evident that this kind of voting behavior would not offer the
religious parties the greatest material advantage, but they would
most probably — on the basis of experience in other countries — be
amply compensated for by increased prestige garnered for religion.

(3) Changing Attitudes and Expectations

What would still be needed is a diffusion of the confiict, a change of
attitude of the "religious” and "secular" to one another.

The conflicts of Church and State in the era of nationalism prove
that whichever side maintained the more aggressive stance turned
out to be the ultimate loser.

While Bismarck attacked, the Church or the religiously oriented
Center Party gained both in populanty and in electoral votes.
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While the Vatican fulminated against the Italian Kingdom, even
refusing it recognition, the nation-state made strident strides in
popularity over and above the Church. It took years for the Vatican
to lower the heat. Once it did so, many areas of public life became
open to Catholic influence. This did not happen necessarily in an
institutionalized form. As the Italian Catholics emerge from "their
ghetto of religious structures” they individually assert their Christian
values on issues in the public sphere. ("Diffused Religion and New
Values in italy", The Changing Face of Religion, ed. Beckford and
Luckmann, SAGE, 1991, pp. 24-48)

France, that stalwart bastion of anti-clericalism, whose sole
religious party, the MRP, bowed off stage in 1962 bidding a tearful
farewell to political life, has its 1997 best seller: the two volume
Encyclopedia of World Religions. ('ls God Dead”, Newsweek,
July 12, 1999, p. 51) French priests, understandably bemoan the
lack of Church attendance — down to 3-4 percent in Paris in 1998 —
but Frenchmen are certainly becoming more interested in religion.
As the thunder of invectives and sounds of strife become stilled,
man's rudimentary needs to search for meaning awaken. Even the
proud scions of the French Revolution are undergoing the change,
when they are given the chance.

In the light of the above, what the solid Israeli citizen needs is a
diffusion of the religious-secular conflict. A few random examples of
what is presently taking place on the Israeli scene will suffice.

In his weekly lesson broadcast via satellite, the leader of Shas,
Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, sharply attacked the Reform Movement,
maintaining that it shouldn't be allowed a foothold in Israel. "They
have straw in their head," he accused the Reform. "The Reform
shall not rise in the hour of Resurrection, as shall the rest of our
People." (Yediot Ahronot, November 16, 1997)

The head of the Reform Movement, Rabbi Ernc Yoffie, doesn't
entertain a much warmer opinion about the Orthodox. "They,” he
said, "are out of touch with Jewish realities here and in Israel.”
(Jerusalem Post, September 25, 1997)

The Orthodox. Yaffie said, "are not attempting to preserve Jewish
unity. This is about preserving the control of the coercive religious
monopoly over the religious life in Israel.”" (ibid.)
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A Haredi spokesman explained that

After recent acts by Haredim such as stoning policemen
standing at attention for the siren on Remembrance Day,
burning the national flag on Lag Ba’'Omer and stoning non-
Orthodox women praying at the Western Wall on Shavuot,
there was a lot of regret and apologizing in the Haredi
community. It was in all our newspapers. People were
saying we'd gone too far. (Jerusalem Post, July 4, 1997)

But then the "secular” group organized a demonstration — the first
of its kind — with the slogan "Stop the Haredim". The slogan was
declared racist by many observers, including MK Dedi Zucker of
Meretz, who stated: "The call to "Stop the Haredim" — the collective
Haredi population and not their actions or policies — smacks too
much of hatred..." Agudat Yisrael's newspaper, Hamodi’a, wrote
"The Judeo-Nazi call to 'Stop the Haredim' is a Neo-Nazi version of
Mein Kampf and the Nuremberg Laws." (ibid.)

The lesson to be learned from perusing events in the countries
under study is ultimately, whichever side shall maintain the
aggressive stand shall be the loser, while simultaneously prevent-
ing the consolidation of the Israeli society at a time when it is still
involved in its crucial battle for peace and survival.

(4) Separation or No Separation?

A visitor from outer space would be deeply impressed by fine
Church attendance in the USA and by lack of it in Europe. Having
acquainted himself with the systems and institutions of man, he
would know that the USA has total separation of religion and state,
whereas some European states have none or modified separation.
With his logical mind he would come to the conclusion that
separation actively promotes, whereas non-separation handicaps
attendance, participation in, and development of Churches. The
welcome visitor would of course be right in his observations, though
not in his conclusions.

A recent report states that

While churches in... the United States are full of worship-
pers, those in Europe — from village chapels to some of the
world’s most sublime works of architecture — are lucky if they
attract tourists. Eighty-nine percent of Britons don't bother to
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go to church regularly at all, though England has no
separation of religion and state. The Archbishop of Canter-
bury George Carey wamed fellow Anglicans last spring that
the Church of England was "one generation away from
extinction”. (Newsweek, July 12, 1999, p. 50)
Apparently, separation of Church and State has little to do with the
religious spint of the country, its religious practices, or with what is
good for religion. The USA, this classic example of Separation of
Religion and State, "in the late 1960s and 1970s displays a wider
variety of religious expression than perhaps any other contempor-
ary culture”. (McNamara, p. XIl. This is also underscored by W.H.
Swatos, A Future for Religion, SAGE, 1993, p. 130, and by JA.
Beckford & Th. Luckmann, The Changing Face of Religion,
SAGE, 1991, p. 3)

It is remarkable to note, as was pointed out earlier, that the
Inaugural Addresses of all American Presidents make a direct or
veiled reference to God. Bellah questions:

Considering the separation of Church and State, how is a
president justified in using the word God at all? The answer
is that the separation of Church and State has not denied the
political realm a religious dimension. Although matters of
personal religious belief, worship and association are
considered to be strictly private affairs, there are, at the
same time, certain common elements of religious orientation
that the great majonty of Americans share. ... This public
religious dimension is expressed in a set of beliefs, symbols
and rituals that | am calling the American civil religion. The
inauguration of a president is an important ceremonial event
in this religion. It reaffirms, among other things, the religious
legitimation of the highest political authority. (Robert Bellah,
Beyond Belief, Harper 1970, p. 171)

Under the banner of separation of religion and state political leaders
did not hesitate to take an unequivocal stand on the side of God.
John F. Kennedy’'s Inaugural Address of January 20, 1961,
contained three references to God: "I have sworn before you (the
people) and Almighty God", indicating that he owes God the same
loyalty that he owes the people who elected him. Further: "The
nghts of man come not from the generosity of the state but from the
hand of God." Evidently, he puts God above state and people. And
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finally: "Let us go forth to lead the land we love, asking His blessing
and His help, but knowing that here on earth God's work must truly
be our own." (ibid., p. 169) He does not hesitate to make his opinion
known that the goal must be to do God's work.

Under the same banner of separation of religion and state, Dwight
D. Eisenhower said: "Our government makes no sense unless it is
founded in a deeply felt religious faith — and | don't care what it is.”
(Will Herberg, Protestant-Catholic-Jew , Doubleday, 1955, p. 97).
Here, however, we note a significant nuance: Eisenhower not only
stresses the value of a "deeply felt religious faith”, but also
everyone’s right to express it the way he wishes. This is a basic
principle in separation.

In Germany the state collects an obligatory 9% church tax from
Christians as part of the income tax, religion is taught within the
framework of the public school system, the Catholic and
Evangelical churches are considered to be State Churches. The
"Members of the clergy sit on councils approving radio and
television programs, and the churches get free TV ads." But
despite all this, Cardinal Joachim Meisner, Archbishop of Cologne,
Christendom's richest diocese, declared: "In our society God is no
longer a topic." (Newsweek) In the USA, which offers none of the
above accomodations to any church, a number of Protestant
denomination are stnkingly overflowing with vitalty and God
continues to be a major topic.

This is neither the time nor the place to examine why religious
bodies such as the Southern Baptist Convention, the Assemblies of
God, the Pentecostal and Holiness groups, the Evangelicals, the
Mormons, Jehovah's Witnesses, Seventh Day Adventists, Black
Muslims and others are thriving. (For details see Dean M. Kelley,
Why Conservative Churches Are Growing, in McNamara, p.
121.) Relevant to us is the fact that they are making enormous
strides in a land where the credo of separation between Church and
State is deeply engraved in the fabric of the nation.

By contrast, England, Norway (4.1% attend church regularly,
although K. Stron and L. Svasand maintain that "The Norwegian
church had virtually been an adjunct of the state since the
Reformation.” Challenges to Political Parties, The Case of
Norway, University of Michigan Press, 1997, p. 39), lIreland,
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where religion is sanctified by sacrifice of many lives (63.2% are in
church attendance), and other countries with no separation, literally
lie dormant. As Newsweek (July 12, 1999) puts it "The decline of
organized religion in Europe has been gathering pace for a century"
— despite the traditional interlacing of Church and State.

Clearly, the position of religion and respect accorded to it is not
related to the issue of separation or non-separation. Yeshayahu
Leibowitz (Judaism, the People of Israel and the State of Israel,
Schoken, pp.155-163) argues the case from the perspective of the
religious element which, he claims, must find it demeaning that
religion be turned into a servant of secularism which exploits it for
its own ends. He considers it blasphemous that due to the
presence of a Ministry of Religious Affairs, which must function if
religion is not separated from the State, other religions, some
bordering on idolatry, must be supported by Jewish taxpayers'
money. He marshals a whole array of arguments trying to convince
the reader that, from the perspective of a Jewish religious
inhabitant, it would be best to opt for separation of religion and
state.

Many learned discussions took place in Socialist and Meretz circles
on this issue, of course from a different vantage point. (See Susan
Hattis Rolef, The Dilemma of Religion and Politics, Proceedings
of debates of labor leaders at Beit Berl, Machon Moshe Sharett)
The motivation is to free the secular majority of the population from
the tyranny of a religious minonty which wishes to impose its brand
of Shabbat and Kashrut observance, its conversion process and
burial arrangements, its interpretation of marriage and divorce
practices, its definition of a Jew and more, on the vast majority of
the secular population. Leibowitz seeks the change in order to
(ostensibly) safeguard religion from secularnst encroachment; the
secularists seek the change in order to safeguard the essential
freedoms from religious encroachment.

Although numerous European and worldly examples militate on
behalf of separation of religion and state, Israel need not court it,
certainly not at this stage. At least two reas'ns may be worth
mentioning:
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Contrary to Leibowitz' claim that "The State of Israel was
established in 1948... in essence as a secular state; she remained
secular and perforce will remain secular... She was not established
by the authority of the Torah" — the destiny of the State of Israel
was most certainly affected by the Torah and by the Halachah.

What happens at the moment of birth is very important, but we are
not dealing with spontaneous birth. Something happened nine
months earlier, and in between the moment of conception and birth.
This is when the whole weight of the Jewish tradition was brought
into play. At the moment of Destruction two millenia ago. and during
the 1900 years that elapsed, the Jewish tradition displayed its
amazing effectiveness. It was not nationalism that helped us to
survive the Great Dispersion, and it was not patriotism that helped
us to nurture the dream of Return, or of dry bones rising from the
grave. To deny the presence of the Toraitic and Halachic tradition at
the great moment of May 1948, is to deny parents the nght to be
present at the moment of birth. This is said in full cognizance of the
fact that many Halutzim in the era 1882-1948 were self-proclaimed
atheists. Even as atheists, however, they would not have reached
that stage of development of our people without the formidable
impact of our tradition in the course of the ages.

Another reason against separation extends from the realm of
cultural history into the arena of politics. Israel’s very existence still
seems to be challenged by some of its neighbors — occasional
pious declarations of good-will notwithstanding. What legitimizes
Israel’s right to her Land is the weight of her tradition, by means of
which the People kept contact with the Land during the long years
of exile, in a manner open for everyone to see. The twice-yearly
proclamation of "Next year in Jerusalem” was known to friend and
foe alike. The daily prayer for "Return to Jerusalem Your City in
mercy” was no secret. The breaking of the glass at a Jewish
wedding "in remembrance of the Destruction" always carrned the
implicit yearning of return and reconstruction. Clinging to our
Tradition, rather than separating from it, is a reminder of the
uninterrupted linkage of the Jewish People with her Land in the
course of the centuries. It denies opponents the right to claim that
they may be the rightful possessors of the Land since at some point
we gave up on it.
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Separation of religion and state does not guarantee anymore
freedom from religious infingement on the life of the individual than
non-separation could guarantee the attainments of religious
aspirations. What is good for religion in a democratic country will
ultimately not depend on official declarations, but on the good will of
its citizenry on both sides of the spectrum.

The “Religious” — "Secular” Dispute: A Perspective

To produce a consensus in Israel between the religious and the
secular is at best a herculean task. Both sides are convinced of the
justness of their cause. The religious picked up the cudgels on
behalf of God. Can there be a cause more just than that — and more
redeeming? The secularists are mounting barricades on behalf of
freedom. Can there be a cause more ennobling?

The problem is acute. Each side integrates information solely on
the basis of its own particular system of relevancies. Each side
functions logically within its own framework of reference and seems
to view the other side not unlike the proverbial-deaf man who sees
people dancing in the square but, not hearing the music, thinks they
are mad.

On the basis of our study of different countries, certain points could
now be distilled as virtual postulates:

1) Religion is here to stay.

2) If the conventional religion (the religion of the fathers) is not
given its staying power, other brands of religion will supplant
it.

3) Since the world around us changes, religion cannot remain
resistant to change. Albeit at a slower rate, but change it will.

4) If the captains of religion are not willing to mastermind the
change in line with the requirements of modern society, the
change will nevertheless occur, in spite of them and, possibly,
in a convulsive way.

5) No matter how strong and deep the parties dig in, eventually
historical forces and sociological processes will work their
way through and lead to a society wherein religion adapted to
the 21* century will become normative.
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6) The process can be fought and resisted, placing the country
in a state of tension, anxiety and even hostility. Alternately, the
process can be accepted with grace and understanding, and
even promoted. Debates, discussions, exchanges of ideas
could take place on a constructive plain, offenng people the
feeling that religion is, indeed, as reflected in Durkheim's
teachings, a force that ceased being divisive and leads to
unity, cooperation, harmony and all-pervasive good will.

The above postulates are mainly derived from, and based on, the
study of religious developments in various countries in the last
century and a half. Courting the danger of generalization, one could
state that, whereas in the beginning of that period religion was
shunned and its demise was predicted by sophisticated minds, a
quiet but revolutionary change occurred in the last half a century.

In the beginning of that period it was still a mark of sophistication to
get by without God. However, in the course of the last few decades,
God has crept unnoticed into the human conscience, and the
concept of God has become gradually accepted. "According to the
Turin-based Center for the Study of New Religions, 90 percent of
Europeans think there's a God — up 20 percent in the last decade.”
(Newsweek, ibid.)

Just as difficult as it is for the religious to accept that there is a vast
universe of goodness and Godliness outside their confines, so
vastly difficult is it for the secularist to accept that God and religion
are here to stay and rather than continue fighting them, begin fitting
them within their framework of reference.

It was easier to be an atheist at the time when the theory of
evolution replaced God than it is today, when man's every invention
unfolds new universes in endless space, new worlds of commu-
nication, new promises and novel perils of staggering dimensions.
Only an old-fashioned — perhaps outdated — secularist will continue
deluding himself that an anti-God and anti-religion attitude is in
harmony with modernism. For to a modern person who considers
the mynad pieces of information a microscopic chip contains, or the
iImmense energies condensed in an invisible atom, the dawning of
a presence of a Godly force becomes virtually unavoidable.
"Unbelief along with the entire universe of discourse to which it
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belongs is increasingly irrelevant today." (Rocco Caporale &
Antonio Grumelli, The Culture of Unbelief, U. of California Press,
1971, p. XIlI)

This, however, ought not produce a smug religionist. For the story
that unfolds on a global scale is that wherever conventional religion
does not offer an answer in 20" century terms to 20" century man,
he will find other brands of religion to supplant it.

Witness the tremendous upsurge of religion in the United States
since the 1960s. However, even a casual observer will realize that
the upsurge took place — and continues to take place — in new
channels. The conventional major churches, Methodists, Lutheran,
Catholic, did not answer the needs of the time. So there came
Jehova's Witnesses, Seventh Day Adventists and the like, treated
with a contemptuous shrug in the beginning, presently beginning to
occupy a respectable place on the American landscape. (Kelley, in
McNamara, ibid., p. 121)

A significant note needs to be appended here. The change referred
to above took place in two stages: The first stage is definable as the
search for relevance; the second stage as the search for meaning.

When religion wished to become relevant in the 20™ century, it
sought to respond to the needs of the masses and proletanat rather
than monarchs and princes, or to the diverse ethnic groups rather
than a dominant elitist group. It spoke in terms of welfare and
humanitarianism, equality and egalitarianism. Already in the
beginning of the century Pope Leo Xlll issued the encyclical
Rerum Novarum calling on his followers to work for the betterment
of the lot of the working class. In response, even in distant Mexico,
the Catholic Accion Nacional was created in 1939, which set as its
major concermn:

To improve the living conditions of the working class, to
create savings banks, workers’ mutualist associations... to
redistribute land as family farms, to establish minimum
wages, to protect child and female labor...

and other reforms promoting social change. (Donald J Mabry,:
Mexico's Accion Nacional: A Catholic Alternative to Revolu-
tion, Syracuse U, Press, 1973, p. 17)
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In the same spirit, in the early 1950s dominant religious groups in
the United States became active in the Civil Rights struggle.
Alternative Jewish religious movements participated in the struggle
for equality and black rights.

In the late 1960s the second stage began evolving. Though
relevance remained important, it started taking second place to the
aspiration to find meaning, value and purpose in life. "The
distinctively religious contribution is to give meaning to the situation:
purpose, promise and possibility." (Dean M. Kelley, "Why Con-
servative Churches Are Growing", from McNamara, p. 125) What
became the primary, distinctive and indispensable service of a
religion was: "making sense of the life of man”. (ibid.)

An astute observer notes that people, including the young
generation, have been turning to the new churches in search of
meaning. Evidently, the new churches offer, each in its own way,
meaning, salvation, and sense to life. That is the kind of a religion
people are looking for today: a religion that will answer to their
needs. Hence, denominational movements and structures in the
free world are trying to grapple with new responses to meet man’s
needs in a technological age.

If man searches for relevance in religion today, it is to be
understood in the sense of interpreting God, human relations,
encounter with disaster, life after death and similar, in terms that
are comprehensible and acceptable to the modern mind, and not
merely by making religion relevant in terms of war on poverty or
preserving the biosphere — activities and ambitions that can be
fulfilled also by means of other organizations, That is not to say that
social action isn't important, even very important, but religion must
address itself first and foremost to those issues that are its
exclusive province. Through its prism it must offer man, in this age
so full of instant perils and cosmic threats, a philosophy of hope
couched in terms that can be understood, appreciated and
accepted by a mind that takes the computer, space flights and
microscopic chips holding an encyclopedia of information for
granted.

If the secularist has to learn that religion is here to stay, and if he will
not support the religion of his fathers he would simply supplant it by
another religion whatever its worth, the religionist must learn that
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one cannot hold on to appendages that contravene the logical
capabilites of modern man only because they may become
relevant again when the Mashiach (Messiah) shall land on earth
- even less so because they are part of the Holy Writ thousands of
years old.

Religion cannot, and must not be resistant to change. Its leaders
may be wise to consider the historical forces and sociological
processes at work.

In the 1960s the Vatican established a special department called
the Secretariat for Non-Believers. At the end of the decade it held
its first symposium of churchmen and secular scholars, apparently
most of them sociologists. Prof. Berger of Rutgers University
reported: "There was nothing that could not be said, nothing that
was not listened to by all concermned with courtesy and interest”.
And he adds:

It has given one a new sense of what Rome might someday
come to mean again — a place of openness and, indeed,
catholicity in the literal sense of the word, a place in which all
Christians and all men of good will could profoundly feel at
home. (ibid. p. VIII)

Israeli seculansts have to reach a profound understanding that
"unbelief... is increasingly irrelevant today." (Caporale, p. XIIl) If
Israel and the Jewish People do not want to lose their young
generation to Zen, Jews for Jesus, or the drug culture, they must
come to terms with the global trend and universal search for
meaning, purpose, relevance, and some sense to this insane race
called life. Not a posture of antagonism to an ancient tradition
brimming with precious values, but a sympathetic approach that will
allow for the reinterpretation and appreciative acceptance of
teachings such as Kashrut, Shabbat, God, the nghteous who
suffer, and more.

Concomitantly, Israeli religionists have to reach a similar profound
understanding that Jewish religious belief, as it is translated into
practice before the Israeli public, is increasingly irrelevant today.
Not a posture of antagonism to modern thought, reason and logic,
but respect and appreciation for a scintillating technology that
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improved immensely the quality of life, or prolonged its average
duration in less than a century from 45 to 68 years — a development
independent of religious context.

Israeli religionists of all coloration may wish to listen to the wise
words of Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook, that "each generation needs
to find the tools to teach Judaism in a way that is relevant to the
age." (Quoted by Zevulun Orlev, Chairman of Knesset Education
Committee, in Jerusalem Post, July 30. 1999.)

In the past, youth didn't have access to all sort of attractive
things just at the push of a button like they do with today’s
communications revolution. If the schools continue to teach
as if the world stopped 10 or 20 years ago, there's going to
be a crisis. There's a gap between what schools teach and
the reality. (ibid.)

There is an urgent need for a policy of openness on the part of
religious groups, with all the obvious dangers this entails of losing
some to the secularists. In the process, however, many more
secularists may become exposed to the winds of an open-minded,
interpretive religion, and become its ardent adherents. The
alternative, that of holding on with rgid compulsiveness to a
closed-circle religion, does not bode well and carrnies in its wake the
same peril as seculanst single-minded assertiveness.

Jonathan Sacks, the Chief Rabbi of England, recently posited the
alternative: "Influence or Power?". (Jerusalem Post, July 2, 1999)
The religious will have to reach a crucial decision: Do they want to
hold on to more Knesset seats, extract another pound of flesh from
the Israeli budget, get another ministerial post, monopolize truth,
wrestle for the status quo — in short, sit on the throne of power and
relinquish influence — or are they ready, as was done throughout
the democratic world, to begin resisting the temptation of power for
the sake of promoting the influence of the religious tradition whose
champions they claim to be?

Technical panaceas won't help. Separation of religion and state or
their non-separation is not the basic issue. More Druze supervisors
of Shabbat observance is not the case in point. Whether Masorti
and Reform Rabbis could be invited as partners in handling
marriages or conversions is a political and not religious matter.
What would help — and the only thing that could help — is changing
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attitudes and expectations. The Catholic Church already underwent
laudable changes. Protestant churches are now in the process, so
as not to lose their adherents to the new denominations.

What Israel needs is constructive dialogue, charged with good-will
and more mutual respect. It needs recognition that in our days more
than one road can be paved to Jerusalem. It needs acceptance that
there is no monopoly on truth. It needs an awareness (that
miraculously is so difficult for the Jewish mind to come by) that the
world could be a dangerous place to live in and one must have all
hands on deck to overcome the storm. These, and the like, are the
ingredients that could promise us a tolerable future — and survivalm
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The lllegality of the Sharm e-Sheikh Memorandum Under Israeli Law &

Executive Summary

Amid the usual pomp and ceremony which follows all the
agreements concluded with the PLO, the Government of Israel
under the new leadership of Prime Minister Barak entered into a
new phase of territonal surrender of patrimonial and hereditary
lands belonging to the Jewish People when it agreed to the Sharm
e-Sheikh Memorandum on September 4, 1999. As with all prior
agreements, the new one entailed grave violations of Israeli law,
both procedural and substantive. In the procedural sense, two
violations stand out. One was the lack of any prior Cabinet
authonzation granted to the Prime Minister to sign the agreement
itself. Though such authorization was given afterwards, this
reverses the order of proper constitutional procedure and turns
the Cabinet into a rubber stamp for a fait accompli engineered by
the Prime Minister.

The second procedural defect, which is even more important from a
legal perspective, was the lack of legal capacity existing in the PLO
to make a binding agreement or contract with the Government of
Israel. This anses from its status in Israeli law as a terrorist and
criminal organization, which cannot be changed as long as the
Charter of the PLO remains in full force and effect, as it still does,
despite the political charade conducted by Chairman Arafat to
pretend that it has been abrogated or amended to delete anti-Israel,
anti-Zionist clauses of the Charter. The best proof that this was
never done as alleged by Arafat in his letter to President Clinton is
that the PLO could not exist without the Charter which is its source
of authonty and raison d'étre. Since the PLO still exists in the most
vibrant manner possible — witness the fact that it signed the Sharm
e-Sheikh Memorandum and it is now conducting the Permanent
Status negotiations with Israel — so must the Charter continue to
exist with all its abominable provisions completely intact.

The substantive violations of law are both constitutional and
criminal in nature. They concemn the prohibition of ceding any part
of the Land of Israel that is in the effective possession and hence
under the sovereignty of the State of Israel, both de jure and de
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facto, even though these areas are not included formally within the
borders of the State. Jewish history reinforces this prohibition.
Israeli leaders would not have surrendered ancient Jewish lands
had they been imbued with a deeper sense of the Jewish historical
connection to the Land of Israel

The establishment of Jewish settlements in Judea, Samana and
Gaza has drawn strong American cnticism but this runs counter to
an amazing fact, little remembered today The Americans signed a
treaty with Great Bnitain, exactly 75 years ago, known as the Anglo-
Amencan Convention of December 3, 1924 which expressly
recognized Jewish settlement activity in all parts of the Land of
Israel included in the mandated terntory of Palestine. This treaty
became part of American domestic law until the Mandate itself
expired. That treaty recognition is sufficient by itself to bar any
American objection today to new Jewish settlements in Judea and
Samaria because all nghts granted to the Jewish people in the
Mandate survived afterwards and were inherited by the State of
Israel, particularly the right of "close settlement by Jews on the
land”

Under the Sharm e-Sheikh Memorandum, UN Secunty Council
Resolutions 242 and 338 serve as the basis for the Permanent
Status negotiations. But this basis is fallacious, since these
resolutions do not apply to Judea, Samaria and Gaza. in hght of
the fact that they are not "occupied terntories” as defined under
international law. nor Israeli law. The supreme irony is that it was
Israel itself that encouraged the whole world to believe that they do
apply, since it was decided to administer the areas recaptured in
the Six Day War in the same fashion which "occupied territories”
are normally bound to be administered by an occupying country
under the rules of international warfare, though Israel did so on a
voluntary basis in accordance with humanitarian considerations

A Permanent Status Agreement which is called for under the
Sharm e-Sheikh Memorandum is not needed, not only because the
fictitious "Palestinian people” represented by the PLO have no legal
or historical nght to the Land of Israel, but also because a
permanent settlement was already made at the San Remo
Conference in April 1920. Moreover, Israeli law has also
permanently settled the question of Jerusalem's status. which the
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Government of Israel has no legal right to change or even
negotiate. In regard to Arab refugees, the latter do not have any
"right of return” to a country which has never been their ancestral
homeland to which their forebears came in the 7th century as
foreign invaders and then in succeeding centunes as foreign
settlers or in the 20th century as illegal immigrants during the period
of the Bntish Mandate.

The so-called peace process with the PLO, which Is actually a land
withdrawal process, undoes the work of 100 years of Zionism and
undermines the existence of the Jewish state. It will bring nothing
but disaster and war as the portents already indicate, especially
increased acts of terrorism. Those Israeli leaders who initiated this
process and blessed it by their implementation should one day be
made accountable for their irresponsible and illegal actions in an
appropriate judicial forumm
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THE ILLEGALITY OF THE
SHARM E-SHEIKH MEMORANDUM
UNDER ISRAELI LAW

A. Introduction

Once agamn an agreement 1s made by the Govemment of Israel with
the Palestine Liberation Organization that overflows with illegal-
ities and once again they are 1gnored, unnoticed and unreported to
the obvious relief and benefit of the Government and its leaders
who made the agreement but to the great detnment of the Jewish
nation which will suffer the harsh consequences. With a wide and
cheerful smile that masked the damage he had just inflicted and a
hearty clasping of Yassir Arafat, using both his hands accompanied
bv a side pat on hus waist, Pnme Minister Ehud Barak has taken the
State of Israel a long step further down the tragic path of complete
surrender of Judea. Samaria and Gaza by signing a new agreement
with him on September 4. 1999 Barak's exuberance on this
occasion extended to US Secretary of State, Madeleine Albnight,
whom he embraced 1n open view of the audience. Since 1t was due
to Amerncan intervention and prompting that brought this
agreement into being. it was fiting therefore that Albright received
warm thanks from the obedient Pnime Minister

This new agreement. signed at Sharm e-Sheikh. known in Hebrew
as Mifraiz Shlomo (Solomon s Bay) amid great cheers. fanfare and
celebration, completes the sorrowful work of former Prime
Minister Netanvahu and ushers in Barak's own new era of "peace
and surrender”

The actual utle of the new agreement i1s an unwieldy collection of
charactenizing words which causes msult to the dignity of the State
of Israel It 1s officially called: The Sharm e-Sheikh Memorandum
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on Implementation Timehne of Outstanding Commitments of
Agreements Signed and the Resumption of the Permanent Status
Negotiations (heremafter: the Sharm e-Sheikh Memorandum).

The long-winded title openly insinuates that Israel has reneged on
commitments it undertook in previously signed agreements, which
remain outstanding and unfulfilled. while the PLO, on the other
hand. has ostensibly honored its part in those same agreements.
The reference 1s principally to the Wye River Memorandum of
October 23, 1998 in which Isracl had agreed to tum over an
additional 13 percent of the territory of Judea and Samana to the
PLO but where. after transferring only 2 percent of the terntory,
indefinitely suspended any more transfers of termitory, pending the
PLO's comphance of its own obligations under that agreement

The ballvhoo which accompanied the signing of the memorandum
at Sharm e-Sheikh was again another reminder to Israel by the
Amernicans and the countries of the European Union that it must
carry out the additional territorial withdrawals previously
suspended as well as expected new ones to regamn the PLO’s trust
and bring an end to the conflict with the fictitious nation called the
"Palestinians" although that was exactlv what was claimed to have
been accomplished in 1993 when the first agreements were made
with the PLO. The celebrations which occur at these signing
ceremonies have in reality become a subtle and very effective
technique to cement Israel’s acceptance of self-destructive
agreements while the Government and its leaders rejoice with
toasts, smiles, hugs and handshakes with the other international
guests and revellers

As 1s the case with all prior agreements, the Sharm e-Sheikh
Memorandum contains important procedural and substantive
violations of the laws of the State of Isracl Though 1t 1s useless
to expect any practical remedy for these violations. 1t 1s important
that they still be noted, as clearly as possible for the sake of truth
and postenty and possible future rectification The slim hope
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remains that one day there will be a true judicial and pohtical
accounting of all the actions that were undertaken that led to the
making of these awful agreements to surrender the Land of Israel

B. Lack of Prior Cabinet Authorization

The first procedural irregulanty which no one among Israel’s legal
establishment has thought mmportant enough to pomnt out or
stronglv condemn is the improper signing of the Sharm e-Sheikh
Memorandum by Prime Minister Barak without any prior
authonization of the Cabinet as he 1s legally required to obtain.

Barak did in fact get pnor approval for one aspect of the
agreement, namely the release of 348 Arab prisoners who
committed their offenses prnior to September 13. 1993 which
marks the date when the PLO (as distnguwished from the
"Palestinian Team" n the Jordanian-Palestiman delegation to the
Middle East Peace Conference) first signed in its own name the
onginal agreement called the Declaration of Principles on Interim
Self-Government Arrangements, with the Government of Israel 1n
Washington. But there was no Cabinet approval for the agreement
as a whole given in advance of the signing of the Sharm e-Sheikh
Memorandum since Barak rushed to sign 1t in an unusual gesture
on a Saturday might just before the Cabinet could see the final
version and approve all its provisions. in order to accommodate the
visiting American Secretann of State and Egyptian officials who
were impatiently waiting for him to star in the elaborate ceremony
they had meuculously prepared

This unconstitutional procedure was brazenly begun at Oslo on
August 20, 1993 when the onginal DOP was signed by Attorney
Yoel Singer. then an emplovee of Isracl’s Foreign Ministry,
without any prior authorization nor even knowledge at the time by
the Cabinet. Shimon Peres. then the Foreign Minister, had declined
to sign that agreement precisely because he knew and expressly
stated to those around him in the Oslo Plaza Hotel. where the
signing ceremony was held. that Cabinet approval was necessary
before he could sign. This approval could not have been given in

"
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advance since nobody in the Cabinet knew about it apart from him
and Prime Minister Rabin. For that very reason he delegated the
task of signing the DOP to Yoel Singer However Singer’s
signature, too, was unauthorized by the Govemnment of Israel An
illegal act was therefore knowingly and deliberately committed
both by the person who actually signed the DOP in the name of the
Government of Isracl and those who authorized him to sign,
namely Peres and Rabin.

The Basic Law: Government provides the Prime Minister with
considerable powers in regard to his appointed ministers and the
ministries they admimster. But his powers do not coincide with
those of the Cabinet. It 1s the Cabinet and not the Prime Minister
which enjoys exclusive jurisdiction in the area of foreign affairs.
This includes the power to make peace or war.

The approval needed for the signing of an agreement with a foreign
entity such as the PLO which will affect the peace and security of
the State is therefore the prerogative and responsibility of the
Cabinet which, if it is to carry out its function properly, needed to
know in advance about all the details of the agreement before it
could provide its authorization for signing it. But just as in the case
of Oslo, there was no prior and official Cabinet authorization for
the signing ceremony at Sharm e-Sheikh

The Israch system is in marked contrast to the American
constitutional practice, which does in fact permit the President to
act on his own as regards international engagements that are not
embodied in the form of full-fledged treaties. That presidential
power applies to the making of what are known as Executive
Agreements for which no ratification process is necessary
However, in the case of treaties made by the President with
foreign nations, they must first be submitted to the US Senate for
its advice and consent and they only take effect if two-thirds of the
Senators present for the vote have concurred. The provisions of the
treaty then become a part of the supreme law of the land alongside
the US Constitution and federal laws, taking precedence over state
constitutions and legislation and must be upheld by the courts
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While the President may act on his own accord, without the need
for special authorization by another body in regard to "executive
agreements” that are less formal than treaties, no individual
Cabinet Minister, including the Pnime Minister, can do so in Israel
in regard to any kind of agreement with a foreign entity that binds
the State domestically or intemationally without the prior approval
of the Cabinet. It is only when the Cabinet has given its approval in
advance that international agreements of any kind can legally take
effect immediately upon signing even without Knesset authoriza-
ton, as has often occurred in the past.

The approval by the Knesset of an international agreement which,
by definition, can only be made with states or state-controlled
organizations that automatically excludes the PLO is not at present
grounded in Israch constitutional law and 1s therefore unnecessary
This 1s precisely why some intemational agreements that have been
properly and officially approved by the Cabinet in advance of their
signing can take immediate effect without waiting for Knesset
ratificaion. The lack of any Knesset role in the ratification of
international agreements and treaties can be changed only by a new
law enacted for the purpose

In the case of the Sharm e-Sheikh Memorandum, 1t only entered
into force one week from the date of its signature, even though a 7
percent transfer of terntory to the PLO and the release of 200
prisoners was carried out for technical reasons before then This
delay of one week 1s a sure indication that Prime Minister Barak
did not have Cabinet authorization before he signed the agreement
and that he also knew 1t was necessary. But getting authorization
after the fact is not legally the same as getting it in advance. When
it 1s afterwards, the agreement is tainted by illegality, during the
whole peniod of time there was no proper and official consent
given by the Cabinet Morcover, subsequent approval by the
Cabinet, which corrects the legal defect, nonetheless places the
Cabinet in the unacceptable position of being a mere rubber stamp
of a fait accompli, without having any choice as 1t is supposed to
have of making possible alterations in the agreement
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This reverse order of doing things 1s contrary to proper
constitutional procedure, as well as a demal of Israch democratic
precepts and good government. In acting this way, Prime Minister
Barak usurped the exclusive jurisdiction of the Cabinet in the area
of foreign affairs. He alone wielded the power that nightfully
belongs to the Cabinet as a whole when he decided that the Sharm
e-Sheikh Memorandum would be signed by himself as soon as
Chairman Arafat had telephoned him to approve the agreement
while the US Secretary of State was anxiously waiting to attend the
signing ceremony, This kind of anti-democratic behavior on the
part of the Prime Minister makes him out to be a law-unto-himself

C. Lack of Legal Capacity to Make a Binding Agreement
or Contract

While the lack of Cabinet Authonization prior to the signing of the
Sharm e-Sheikh Memorandum does not by itself make it null and
void, a second procedural violation certainly does. This violation
has been present in every agreement that has been made with the
PLO and can never be remedied unless Isracli law ceases to treat
the PLO as a terronst organization. Under the gencral rules
pertaiming to the making of a valid contract or nternational
agreement, 1t 1s essential for their validity that the partics have full
legal capacity. If either party is not fully competent. then there can
be no binding and enforceable contract or international agreement

With regard to the PLO, Israech law considers it to be a terrorist
organization to this very day, which means that it is an illegal body
without any legal capacity to enter into a valid contract with the
State of Israel that is binding and enforceable under Isracli law. Nor
can it make an international agreement or treaty with Israel since 1t
1S not a state or a recognized subject of intemational law. As a
lerronst organization, the PLO may also be described as a criminal
organization having therefore no jundical capacity to make a
contract which a court can uphold. This latter designation denies it
the status of bemng a legal person which can be recognized in law
capable of exercising nights and carrving out obligations
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The status of the PLO as a terronst and criminal organization
which applies also to its constituent members such as Fateh and its
offshoot the Palestinian Authonty, arises from the definition of a
terrorist organization in the Penal Code of Israel, the Prevention of
Terrorism Ordinance and more particularly from the fact that it is
the first organmization mentioned in the list of 14 terrorist
organizations in a Proclamation issued by the Government of
Israel on October 12, 1980. The name of the PLO has never been
removed from this list despite all the so-called "peace agreements"
which have been made with it since August 20, 1993, This means
that all such agreements that were freely and voluntarily entered
into by the Government of Israel with the PLO without there being
any necessity or duress to justify them are null and void ab mnitio.
The Sharm e-Sheikh Memorandum 1s no exception to this rule and
1s on that account alone an 1illegal and unenforceable agreement

[f the Government of [srael whose partner in the "peace process” is
the PLO, no longer considers it to be a terronst organization, why
has 1t not takcn any action to remove it from the List of Terronst
Organizations 1t itself has drawn up? It was barred from doing that
so long as the PLO Charter which governs its activities remained in
force. The clauses of the Charter which call for the liberation of
"Palestuine” by armed struggle and the downfall of the Jewish state
were suflicient proof that the PLO was a terrorist organization
which could not be removed from the government list.

To solve this problem conceming the terronist nature of the Charter,
PLO Chairman Arafat affirmed in a letter dated September 9, 1993
addressed to Prime Minister Rabin, which formed the basis of the
Mutual Recognition Agreement between Israel and the PLO, that
those articles of the Charter which deny Israel’s nght to exist and
the provisions of the Charter which are inconsistent with PLO
rccognition ol Isracl are now inoperative and no longer valid
Conscquently the FeO andertook to submit "the necessary
changes” in the Charter (o the Palestinian National Council for
[ormal approval
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This approval was supposedly given at a special session of the
PNC in Apnl 1996, but the new government of Prime Minister
Netanvahu clected in June of that vear found the amending
procedure to be inadequate and demanded that the PLO fulfill its
commitment to revise the Charter m accordance with the exact
procedure provided in the Charter In the Note For The Record that
was agreed to between Arafat and Netanvahu in conjunction with
the Hebron Protocol of January 15, 1997, the need for such a
revision by the PLO was reaffirmed

The revision of the Charter took place according to Arafat, in
January 1998 when he wrote to President Clinton to inform him
that 11 clauses of the Charter had been nullified and 18 others
modified in conformity with his commitment to Rabin. Since the
Charter compnsed 33 clauses, this meant that 29 of them were
either revoked outnight or modified in part leaving only 4 clauses
untouched. If such were the case, the Charter could no longer be
considered to be in existence since not only was the Charter
substantially reduced 1n size, but the entire reason for which it was
made. namely the hiberation of "Palestine” by armed struggle was
no longer part of the Charter If it is argued otherwise that the
Charter still exists despite the alleged changes and deletions which
would have reduced it to 22 articles in an abrnidged form, it is
strange that the amended version was never published by Arafat to
substantiate this fact. It 1s more lkely that the Charter could not
survive as a coherent and meaningful document once the wholesale
changes and deletions of key passages were allegedly made

The final step in this process of changing the Charter came on
December 14, 1998, when, at a meeting in Gaza of the Palestine
National Council (PNC) and other bodies, in the presence of
President Clinton. the letter earlier sent by Arafat to Clinton
mentioning the changes in the Charter was approved unanimously
by the audience of PNC members who stood up and raised their
hands in a show of support of Arafat’s appeal to endorse these
changes. This procedure was accepted by the Government of Isracl
under former Prime Mimister Netanvahu as sufficient to annul the
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anti-Israel, anti-Zionist passages of the Charter, which in effect
meant the abrogation of the Charter itself since those passages
were crucial to the very existence of the Charter

The natural consequence of all of these changes and steps to amend
the Charter was that if this document no longer governed the
activities of the PLO, then there could be no PLO either as a viable
body. The abrogation of the Charter is the death knell of the PLO,
since the two are inimately connected and cannot be separated one
from the other The Charter is the ideological basis and raison
d'étre of the PLO, as well as the source of its authonty. Taking
away these underpinning elements would mean the dissolution of
the PLO as 1t had always existed. In fact, this was the general
feeling in Israel itself It was thought that the PLO had been
effectively replaced by the "Palestinian Authonty" which govemns
the areas of Judea, Samana and Gaza from which Israel has
withdrawn.

But since its alleged death after the abrogation of the Charter, the
PLO has re-emerged with renewed wvitality to sign the Sharm e-
Sheikh Memorandum and it 1s the PLO, not the Palestinian
Authority, which 1s now conducting the final status negotiations
with Israel. It 1s therefore, still very much alive as an organmization
contrary to earlier expectations. Its name which calls for the
hberation of "Palestine" and reflects the provisions and overall goal
of the Charter is still proudly intact. Since that 1s the case, the PLO
Charter must logically still exast at least in the eyes of the leaders
and members of the PLO.

The entire process for the amendment and revocation of the
Charter must therefore be described as a political charade and a
clever falschood or maneuvre, which was meant, apparently
successfully, to deceive the Government of Israel as well as the
gullible President Clinton. The latter in his unabashed enthusiasm
evinced in his Gaza address said that the passages contained in the
"Palestiman" Charter calling for the destruction of Israel have been
rejected "fully, finally and forever". President Clinton 1s mistaken
The Charter has not been rejected "fully, finally and forever" nor
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changed by even one 1ota so long as the PLO is in existence and
remains the same organization as it has always been since its
founding in 1964 before Israel acquired Judea, Samaria and Gaza

There 1s therefore no reason to remove the PLO from the List of
Terrorist Organizations since it is still governed by the same
Charter as has always governed it. which is what the Government
of Israel also probably realizes to be true. This would explain its
inaction to clear the name of the PLO from that list

Furthermore, so long as the PLO contains within it other groups
such as those led by Nayef Hawatmeh and George Habash which
openly call for Israel’s destruction, there can be no change in its
status as a terronst and enminal organization under Isracli law. It
should be recalled that only two weeks before the signing of the
Sharm e-Sheikh Memorandum. Arafat met with Hawatmeh and
Habash in separate meetings in Cairo and offered them prominent
positions in the future negotiations with Israel on final status. They
mitially turned down his offer but may sull participate in the
negotiations if Arafat will agree to their demands even if only
tacitly or indirectly These meetings prove that the PLO has not
changed its spots and remains a terrorist organization No protest
was heard from the Government of Israel concerning Arafat’s
overtures to the two terrorist leaders which are still continuing

[t 1s perplexing that the Attorney-General of Israel. whose job it 1s
to advise the Government about the legality of its actions, has
never seen fit to examine the queston of how the Government of
[srael can continue to do business with the PLO when it is still a
terrorist organization. It would have been better for the Govern-
ment and the entire nation had he issued a ruling on this matter
instead of leaving the question to remain in limbo as 1f it did not
matter. Had he given an official opinion. then we would certainly
know upon what basis of law the Government of Israel 1s allowed
to make contracts with the PLO while it retains the status as a
terrorist and criminal organization The Attornev General would
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also have to be consistent in his ruling since the Government of
Israel has added the Kach organization to the list of terronist bodies,
which prevents 1t from operating altogether in the State of Israel,

It 1s not only the Attorney-General who has not acted as required in
the matter of clarifving the legal status of the PLO and 1ts ability to
make valid contracts with the Government of Isracl. The President
of the Supreme Court, Justice Aharon Barak, has decided that the
legal personality of the PLO is irrelevant to the question of the
validity of contracts it has made with the Government of Israel.
(see his brief judgement in the case of Prof Anel Cohen and 25
other Peutioners vs The Government of Israel HCJ:2805/94) This
assertion must rank as one of the strangest statements of law ever
pronounced by a High Court judge. If 1t 1s indeed iurrelevant, as
Justice Barak said, then no contract can ever be ruled invalid on the
basis that it was made with a disqualified and incompetent person.
The entire law of contracts regarding legal capacity of the parties
would also become irrelevant or need revamping in light of his
Judgment. Presumably, Justice Barak considered the question of
the PLO s legal personality to be urelevant since he considered this
question to be mextricably linked to a political matter which he
ruled was an nsufficient ground to cause the Court’s intervention
and the further examination of this question

The result has been that the Government of [srael can do whatever
it wants to do, unrestrained and unhampered in its dealings with the
PLO, since neither the Attorney-General nor the Supreme Court
have chosen to intervene to advise or declare that such
engagements with an incapable body are aganst the law of the
State from the point of view of constitutional procedure alone

Finally, in regard to this matter. it should be noted that where an
agreement 1s invalid by reason of the incapacity of one of the
parties, the ratification of the agreement by the Cabinet and even
the Knesset does not add a shred of legality to 1t, as is the case with
the Sharm e-Sheikh Memorandum. A parallel situation exists in the
law of agencv where an agent has entered into a contract without
the approval of his principal with a disqualified person who has no
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legal capacity to make a contract such as a contract for the sale or
purchase of a property. This contract cannot be "ratified”
afterwards by the principal of the agent because the very contract
itselfl 1s nvalid to begin with and therefore unenforceable. In the
same way, the Cabmet or Knesset could not ratify an illegal
contract made with the PLO

D. Territorial Withdrawals from the Land of Israel:
Substantive Violations of Constitutional, Criminal and
International Law*

*This subject has been treated in a full and comprehen-

sive manner in the position paper published by the Ariel
Center For Policy Research entitled "A Petition to
Annul the Intenm Agreement" Therefore only an
abbreviated comment 1s made here about this most
important subject

Territorial withdrawals from the Land of Israel carried out by the
Government of Isracl under the Sharm e-Sheikh Memorandum
constitute substantive violatons of law that contradict both the
constitutional law and the Penal Code of Israel

Under the terms of the new Memorandum, Isracl has given up a
further 11 percent of land in Judea and Samaria. as previously
agreed n the Wye River Memorandum. but some changes have
been made in the exact location of the land to be given up.

The actual surrender of land by Isracl to the "Palestinian
Authority" 1s falsely called a redeployment of IDF forces to
disguise the surrender The first phase of 1t which comprised 7
percent did not even mmvolve a movement or relocation of any
Isracli troops which 1s what a redeployment is by its very nature
This perfectly illustrated the false jargon employed by the
Government of Israel to hide what it was really doing

The use of language 1s a weapon employed not only bv the
cnemies of Isracl. but by the Government of Israel itself to deflect
or reject eriticism of its actions. Hence. Israel does not withdraw
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from Judea and Samaria but only "redeploys" from the "occupied
termnitories” or from the former Jordaman "West Bank" This
phraseology used by the Israch supporters of territorial withdrawal
from the Land of Israel ignores or disregards the true legal status of
these areas as integral parts of the Jewish National Home under
both international and Israch law. It 1s as if these areas were never
governed by the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate for Palestine
which are part of international as well as Israch law except insofar
as they have been modified by the existence of the State of Israel. It
is as if there had been no boundary agreements between the
Mandatory Powers, Bntain and France, which included Judea and
Samaria within the limits of the Jewish homeland. It 1s only the
abject failure to understand Jewish legal nghts and title over all the
Land of Israel which allows both Isracli and international jurnists to
consider ancient Jewish lands such as Judea and Samana to be
"occupied territories” under international law, rather than being
part of the sovereign Jewish homeland even though they have
never been incorporated into the borders of the State of Israel as
legally required by the law inspired by David Ben Gunion known
as the Area of Junisdiction and Powers Ordinance. This law had
been enacted expressly for the purpose of regulating Israel’s
terntorial gains in the War of Independence and make them an
integral part of the State.

This failure 1s even more pronounced in Israch legal and judicial
circles which are impervious to the recognition of their true status
under the very constitutional law they are supposed to know
intimately and interpret for the enlightenment of all. These junists
faill to grasp that under Israch constitutional law, Judea and
Samaria are not supposed to be surrendered to a foreign entity such
as the PLO but rather they are intended exclusively for
incorporation into the borders of the State and for no other
purpose. Provision for their incorporation ‘nto Israel 1s the basic
assumption of three very important constitutional laws, namely the
aforementioned Arca of Junsdiction and Powers Ordinance,
section 11B of the Law and Administration Ordinance and the
Law of Return This assumption means that the Israch legislator in
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enacting these three laws considered Judea, Samaria and Gaza as
already being under the de jure sovereignty of Israel and wanted
these laws to be implemented to their full extent as soon as Israel
gained possession and hence de facto sovereignty over them. The
truc international and constitutional status of these patrimonial
Jewish lands inherited from our Judean and Israelite ancestors
never changed despite the fact that they were under foreign
domination before their conquest by the IDF. It was only when
they were retumed to the bosom and possession of the Jewish
People in 1967 that Israel could then exercise its existing de jure
sovereign rights over them. Now they are being illegally handed
over to the PLO which makes a mockery of the legal structure
Isracl created for their eventual integration into the State as
reflected in these above cited laws

The cession under the Sharm e-Sheikh Memorandum of sovereign
Jewish territories whose sovercignty is assumed by Israech
constitutional law as well as by the Balfour Declaration and the
Mandate for Palestine is also a gross and serious violation of all the
provisions of the Penal Code which relate to the subject of treason
The punishment for committing acts of treason relating to the
relinquishment of sovereign territories of the State of Israel is the
severest 1n the Penal Code. This crime can result in the Imposition
of life imprisonment against the perpetrators and cven execution
where the circumstances justify it.

However, the problem with the laws of treason regarding the
surrender of Israel’s sovereign territories is that they are never
enforced and the perpetrators never prosecuted This allows those
political leaders of Isracl who are accused or suspected of hay Ing
committed this terrible natonal crime to go scol-free since until
now the law has remamed a dead letter on the statute books. left
lying there by indifferent Attorney Generals even though the
circumstances required them 1o act against those suspected of a
violation of the law for giving away Isracl’s sovereign arcas
contrary to section 97(b) of the Penal Code. That is the real reason
why new temitonal withdrawals from the Land of Isracl can
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continue uninterrupted and do not trouble those confident and
smiling Israeli leaders who, whether with pain or joy in their
hearts, plan to implement the surrender of additional sovereign
areas of the State of Israel to the PLO and even the Golan Heights
to Syna.

Had the law of treason ever been duly prosecuted and enforced
instead of remaining a dead letter, there would not be so much
advocacy of terntorial withdrawal from the Land of Israel that
comes not only from Isracli political parties and their leaders but
also from every corner of the joumalistic world. It persistently
advocates "land for peace" with the PLO and Syna to forestall
every imaginable danger that may possibly confront the country in
the future, especially from a nuclear-armed Iran or Iragq. One need
only read the daily editonal columns and columnists of both the
Ha'Aretz newspaper and the Jerusalem Post over an extended
period of time for sad confirmation of this very disturbing
phenomenon. Our Israeh journalists would not be so carefree with
their termble advice if they knew or were told they were possibly
breaking the law of treason (in particular Section 97(a) of the Penal
Code) by advocating in newspaper articles the surrender of Israel’s
sovereign terrtory either to the PLO or to Syna. These articles can
be construed as acts calculated to impair the sovereignty of the
State over that ternitory and are therefore prohibited A journalist’s
freedom of expression does not include the nght to advocate the
commission of a cnime and to incite or propose an act of treason
falls within this category

Those who argue that secton 97(b) of the Penal Code 1s not
apphicable n the case of Judea, Samana and Gaza because they are
not under Jewish sovereignty have the burden of proof to explain
how the Knesset could have enacted section 11B of the Law and
Administration Ordinance or how the Provisional State Council
could have enacted the Area of Jurisdiction and Powers Ordinance
both of which laws clearly and unambiguously assume the
existence of such sovereignty. This burden of proof can never be
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discharged because the assumption of Jewish sovereignty over
Judea, Samana and Gaza 1s irrebuttable under Israeli constitutional
law.

However despite the ironclad case that section 97(b) of the Penal
Code 1s indeed applicable to government-ordered territorial
withdrawals from Judea, Samarnia and Gaza, and that section
97(a) extends the law’s applicability even to non-governmental
bodies and persons, those provisions of criminal law are blithely
ignored on the false basis that these lands are the possessions or
property of another nation which justifies the use of the legal term
"occupation” and their surrender to the PLO. The situation will
never be righted until the Supreme Court decides it will adjudicate
their true legal status on the merits of the case and when the
Attorney General starts to prosecute the lawbreakers who have
committed acts of treason. But at present that prospect is non-
existent until circumstances are changed

E. The Historical Aspect

If more attention were paid to the past history of the Land of Israel
and the Jewish historical connection to it, the advocates of
territorial withdrawal would be less ready to cede land and would
refrain from calling Judea, Samaria and Gaza "occupied terri-
tories".

Their history lesson should start with the meaning of the term
"Judea"” exactly as used in the expression "Judea and Samaria"
which they prefer not to use since it connotes what they do not
wanl to know

Judea, n its various linguistic forms, was the official designation
of the land mhabited by the Jews for the entire millennium
preceding the Common Era and for more than a century
afterwards. To the Greek-speaking Macedonian and subsequent
Latin-speaking Roman rulers of the country, the usage of this
national and political designation was an acknowledgement by
them that the Land of Judea belonged originally and always to the
Jewish Pcople. The word "Judea" m Greek and Latin actually
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means "the Jewish country” It 1s the Hellenized form of the
Aramaic adjecuve "Yehudai" The word was derived from the
name of the district called "Yehud" in the Persian Achaemenid
empire which was one of the lands included in the province or
satrapv of Abar Nahara ("Bevond the River", ie west of the
Euphrates). Prior to that, the term Judea is traceable to the name
used for the Kingdom of Judah and the temtory of the tribe of
Judah, the fourth son of the patniarch Jacob and Leah.

The word "Jew" has the same lineage as the word "Judea" It too
referred to one who oniginally lived in the area of the tnbe of
Judah, then to any resident of the Kingdom of Judah In the Persian
period, 1t denoted a person from the land of Yehud In the
Hellenistic and Roman peniods, 1t designated someone who dwelt
in the land of Judea. who also practiced the Jewish religion. The
term "Jew" was thus intrinsically bound up with the word "Judea"
in the national and political sense, apart from 1its religious
connotation

The extent of the terntorv called "Judaea" in Roman usage and
"louda" or "loudaia" in Greek usage, ranged, in a broad sense,
from all of the country under Jewish rule. including Gallee and
Samana and even parts of Trans-Jordan to a more restricted sense
in which only the region of Judea proper was included

The verv long Jewish historical connection with the Land of Judea
1s what motivated the Pnncipal Allied Powers (Britain, France,
[taly and Japan) at their conference at San Remo on April 24 & 25,
1920 to award a Mandate to Britain for the express purpose of re-
constituting the Jewish National Home in Palestine that embraced
the ancient terntory of Judea in both its wide and narrow senses.
Giving up the Land of Judea in light of 1ts history. as revealed by
the etvmology of the terms "Judea” and "Jew" 1s equivalent, not
only to renouncing Jewish legal nghts and utle under both
international law and Israchi domestic law, but also to renouncing
our Jewish heritage and birthplace which form part of the Jewish
soul and being
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Those responsible for dismembering the land of Judea and handing
it over to a foreign entity, the PLO which represents an invented
nation with an invented historical connection to the Land of Judea,
are behaving, whether consciously or not, in the same manner as
the wicked Roman Emperor, Hadrian. After quelling the Bar
Kochba Rebellion, he decided to remove the name Judea from
official usage in order to eradicate any Jewish right or tie to this
land which was in tandem with his policy to outlaw the practice of
Judaism just as the mad Seleucid monarch, Antiochus IV
Epiphanes, did 300 years earlier He therefore changed its name
to "Syna Palestina” or "the Philistine Syria" which subsequently
became shortened to "Palestine” in popular usage, with the word
"Palestina” changing its grammatical form from an adjective into a
noun.

The transformation taking place today of "Judea" into "Palestine”
which 1s being carried out under the Sharm e-Sheikh Memorandum
and the earlier Wye River Memorandum, is in reality a repeat
performance of what took place in the time of Hadran It is a
disgrace and shame that this is now being done freely and
voluntarily by the Government of Israel which prefers to 1gnore the
Roman precedent. Those Israeli leaders who dreamt up this tragic
scenario of ceding the land belonging to the Jewish People could
not have conceived and implemented it had they been imbued with
a deeper sense of Jewish history in their hearts and minds which
would have guided them in the other direction

One more thing should be noted in the way this process of
territorial withdrawal is being effected, which is the terminology
used for transferring the precious and hereditary lands of Judea and
Samaria to the PLO. It is not only the false terms "redeployment"
and "occupied territories” which are being employed to describe
the surrender of these lands The process of surrender is made
infinitely easier when it is not "Judea" the heartland of the Jewish
People that is being ceded to the PLO, but only Areas "A", "B" and
"C". The use of these alphabetical letters for the historic lands of
Judea and Samania rob them of their history and past association
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with the Jewish People who have never forgotten the stirmng and
decisive events that took place there long ago which evoke both
glory and tragedy. Their use also betrays abysmal ignorance and a
negative attitude to the land itself

This termmology is also a sad throwback to the infamous Svkes-
Picot Treaty of March 9. 1916 which completely dismembered the
Land of Israel among the Allied Powers. This agreement did not
describe the Jewish land by any name at all Instead the major part
of 1t was designated simply as the "Brown Zone" which included
Judea, Samana and Gaza. It was to be governed by an international
condominium of France, Britain and Russia to which Italv was
added a year later in a supplementary accord with the other Allies.
Upper Galilee was designated as the "Blue Zone" under direct
French control, except for Haifa and Acco, which were to become
part of the "Red Zone" ruled directly by Britain. The Negev and
most of Trans-Jordan were included in the "'B’ Zone" under
British influence intended for an Arab state, while the part of
Trans-Jordan that 1s north of the Yarmuk which includes Bashan
and the Golan were included in the ""A° Zone" under French
influence that was also set apart for an eventual Arab state

The Allies of World War | did not consider Zionist aspirations in
the making of the Svkes-Picot Treaty though the oniginal British
plan prepared by the Government of Herbert Asquith in Apnl 1915
as detailed in the report of the De Bunsen Commuttee did concerve
of Palestine becoming a separate and recognized country including
all of Trans-Jordan It was not very long afterwards that the Allied
Powers. first individually, then collectively, did agree to the idea of
establishing a Jewish National Home in Palestine But in the
meantime, they greedily and secretly divided the Turkish Ottoman
Empire prior to 1ts expected dissolution. Their descnption of the
Land of Israel as consisting of nothing more than coloured areas on
the map and different lettered zones without any proper descriptive
names could be understood from their perspective since they were
not thinking 1n terms of the land’s historical identification with the
Jewish People. But the same explanation does not apply to the
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[srachi negotiators of the Israel-PLO agreements and their superiors
who employed and approved these vacuous terms for the lands of
Judea and Samana. Their delineations and delimitations of Judea
and Samana nto A, B, and C zones were not mnocent at all but
deliberate and reprehensible as well as indicative of their evil
intentions to give these lands away to the PLO which Israel is now
in the process of actually doing.

F. The American Attitude to Jewish Settlements as
Revealed in the Letter of Assurances to the PLO

Though 1t 1s not an integral part of the Sharm e-Sheikh
Memorandum as an annex, the American Government introduced
the subject of Jewish settlements in Judea, Samaria and Gaza in a
Letter of Assurances sent by Secretary of State, Madeleine Albright
to Arafat. The letter stated that the US 1s "conscious of your
concerns about settlement activity" and "knows how destructive
this activity has been to the pursuit of Palestiman-Israch peace"

The US position on Jewish settlements in Judea, Samaria and Gaza
shows an amazing lapse of memory relating to official Amencan
acceptance of the Bntish Mandate for Palestine and all that that
implied for the future Jewish state. It is true that ever since the time
of President Reagan’s first Administration, the US has viewed
settlements as an obstacle to peace though not an illegal activity
This was actually an improvement over the position of the previous
Administration of President Carter which did view Jewish
settlements in Judea, Samana and Gaza as illegal However, even
this view that settlements constitute an obstacle to peace or are a
destructive activity 1s an unacceptable affront and should be
protested in the sternest manner.

The Americans should be reminded that they unequivocally
endorsed Jewish settlement activity in all parts of the Jewish
National Home including Judea, Samaria and Gaza in a treaty they
signed with Britain on December 3. 1924 entitled the "Anglo-
American Convention on Palestine”". The treaty was duly ratified
by the US Senate on February 20, 1925 and signed by President
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Calvin Coolidge, on March 2, 1925 and then formally proclaimed
by him on December 5. 1925 after the exchange of the documents
of ratification done two days earlier in London The text of the
Mandate for Palestine was incorporated verbatim into the preamble
of the Convention and became part of the operative text of the
treaty by the words of Article 1, which read as follows:

Subject to the provisions of the present convention, the
United States consents to the administration of Palestine by
His Bntannic Majesty. pursuant to the mandate recited
above

In addition to Article 1, the US tied utself directly and irrevocably
as a legal party to the exact terms of the Mandate, by the inclusion
of Article 7 in the treaty which stated

Nothing contained i the present convenuon shall be
affected by any modification which may be made in the
terms of the mandate, as recited above. unless such
modification shall have been assented to by the United
States

Simce the entire Bnitish Mandate for Palestine was "contamned" in
this treaty, this clearly meant that the US had to give its assent and
not only its advice to anv proposed change in the terms of the
Mandate But most important of all was that as a direct result of
this convention, American domestic law adopted into its system in
toto all the provisions of the British Mandate for Palestine
Henceforward, the United States and its citizens were required to
observe and fulfill every article and clause of the treaty which
included the whole Mandate. as stated no less by President
Coolidge when he 1ssued his public Proclamation. The tremendous
significance of what the US did in adopting the provisions of the
Mandate for Palestine into its legal system, which made 1t part of
the supreme law of the land. has been overlooked or simply not
rcalized in regard to Israel today The Amencan action was a
unique legal development, for no other country in the world did
what the US did. Not even the United Kingdom nor the Mandated
State of Palesuine ruled by Britain emulated the American example.
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Neither country had incorporated the Mandate into their domestic
legal systems and therefore its provisions were not considered part
of the applicable law of Palestine during the entire period it was
governed by Great Britain under the Mandate. This non-inclusion
of the terms of the Mandate in the law of Mandated Palestine was
affirmed by various judgments rendered by the Mandatory Courts
which dealt a stunning blow to the legal and political establishment
of the Jewish National Home This anomaly was only changed
retroactively by the Israch Supreme Court which ruled that the
terms of the Mandate had indeed been part of the domestic law.
even without formal incorporation

The US had signed this treaty with Great Britain in order to secure
for itself and its nationals the same nights and benefits that were
already secured by member states of the League of Nations and
their nationals. This was necessary because the US was not a
member of the League of Nations. One of the articles which the US
Government was required to honor was Article 6 of the Mandate
for Palestine which read as follows

The Administration of Palestine. . shall encourage, 1n
cooperation with the Jewish agency referred to in Article
4, close settlement by Jews on the land, including State
lands and waste lands not required for public purposes.

The word "land" as used in Article 6 meant the entire Land of
Isracl which was included in the British Mandate for Palestine and
represented the corresponding Hebrew term for Palestine.

As a direct result of this treaty and American recognition of the
reborn State of Israel which inherited the rights granted to the
Jewish People under the Mandate for Palestine. the American
Government cannot legally object in any way to the right of Jewish
settlement activity in Judea, Samana and Gaza, which was one of
the essential provisions of the Mandate recognized in the treaty
with the British. During the whole tme that the Mandate was in
force, the US never considered Jewish settlement as an obstacle to
peace or a destructive activity but as essential to carry it out The
American position that it 1s now exactly that, as stated in Albright’s
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letter to Arafat with President Clinton’s concurrence, is in flagrant
violation and a repudiation of its own ftreaty obligation "to
encourage close settlement by Jews on the land".

It 1s true that this treaty is no longer in effect because the Mandate
itself has been terminated. But this is offset by the fact that the
nghts recognized by the United States Government in favor of the
Jewish People under the Mandate survived the termination of the
Mandate and had already become a recognized part of international
law including the night of Jewish settlement activity in all areas of
former Mandated Palestine.

The safeguarding of this right of settlement activity under
international law makes the US duty-bound to observe it today
even with the demise of the Mandate. This obligation arises
because of the doctrine of estoppel and the very existence of the
State of Isracl, which is the only legal successor state to Mandated
Palestine.

The survival of Jewish nghts under the Mandate and the expired
treaty 1s analogous to the situation where children of a marriage
inhent rights even after the marriage of their parents is dissolved
either by death or divorce

Under the doctrine of estoppel, which is a general principle of law
applicable in international law as well as domestic law, a person
(including a state or nation) is forbidden by reason of its previous
conduct to the contrary, to assert or deny something that
contradicts what 1t admitted before. Accordingly. the United States
is estopped by its former treaty with Great Britain from speaking
out agamst Jewish settlements in Judea, Samana and Gaza when it
itself legally approved and recognized them as one of the primary
conditions for the Brniish admunistration of Palestine. This is
especially so because it knew then that in signing the treaty with
Great Britain, the nghts granted to the Jewish People under that act
would be the basis upon which an independent Jewish state would
be reconstituted after the Mandate came to an end.
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Israel inhented the Jewish nght of settlement activity when the
State came into existence on May 15, 1948 It was recognized de
facto by the United States Government on the very same day and
de jure diplomatic recognition was accorded on January 31, 1949
American recognition of the State of Isracl was tantamount to
recognition of all rights which the State inhented from the Jewish
People under the Mandate for Palestine including the right of
settlement activity. This night could not be exercised during the 19-
year period of illegal Jordaman occupation of Judea and Samaria
(the same applied to Egyptian controlled Gaza), but 1t revived as
soon as lsrael acquired possession of these territones in the Six
Day War, since they were integral parts of Mandated Palestine to
which the Anglo-Amenican Convention had clearly apphed. This
was also in accordance with the fact that the US never recognized
Jordanian foreign rule in these terntories.

Despite the recent statements made by President Clinton to Arafat.
which were reiterated in the Letter of Assurances that accompanied
the Sharm e-Sheikh Memorandum to the effect that his Admin-
istration supports "the aspiration of the Palestinian people to
determine their own future on their own land", there 1s no
American legal recognition of any such "night", as there definitely
1s for the nght of the Jewish People to determine their own future
on their own land in Judea, Samaria and Gaza Therefore, the next
time President Clinton or any other Amencan Government sees fit
to malign Jewish settlements 1n these arcas and 1ssues a call for
their cessation, they should be told in clear and unambiguous
language that they have no legal or moral ground for complaint

G. The Inapplicability of UN Security Council Resolution
242 to Judea, Samaria and Gaza

In the Sharm e-Sheikh Memorandum, the parties reaffirmed that
Permanent Status negotiations will be conducted on the under-
standing that they will lead to the implementation of United
Nations Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 For the PLO
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this means that Israel must give up all of Judea, Samana and Gaza
including eastern Jerusalem as well as dismantle all the settlements
established there since 1967

In the previous Wye River Memorandum there was no mention of
these two resolutions serving as a basis for the final status
negotiations, although they are recited in identical language in the
preamble to the Internm Agreement of September 28, 1995 and
specified in the text of the Declaration of Principles. Their absence
in the Wye River Memorandum may have been a reflection of
former Prime Minister Netanyahu's desire not to cede any more
than 43 or 44 percent of the terntory of Judea and Samaria to the
PLO.

In view of the centrality of Resolution 242 to Israech-PLO
negotiations under the Sharm e-Sheikh Memorandum, it is
important to know whether Resolution 242 does require Israel’s
withdrawal from Judea, Samana and Gaza

It was formulated by the Bntish Ambassador to the United
Nations, Lord Caradon, and was unammously adopted by the
Security Council on November 22, 1967 five months after the end
of the Six Day War. The kev clause in Resolution 242 refers to the
"withdrawal of Israel armed forces from territories occupied in the
recent conflict” The argument as to whether this includes all or
some of the "occupied temtories” is really immatenal since the true
point to know 1s not whether there exists or was meant to be, in
cither the English or French versions, a definite article or indefinite
article in the grammatical sense before the word "territories”, but
whether or not Judea, Samana and Gaza may be characterized as
territories which are "occupied” within the meaning of that term as
used in Articles 42 & 43 of the Hague Rules and Regulations
which 1s the relevant international law on the subject of military
occupation. If seen in this proper light, Resolution 242 is
mapplicable to Judea, Samaria and Gaza because they never
legally belonged to any other state when Israel brought them once
more under Jewish possession which therefore means that they
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could not have been "terntories occupied in the recent conflict” as
stated in Resolution 242, within the meaning of this term attnibuted
to 1t in intemational law

Though Resolution 242 has no application to these termtories
because they are not "occupied”, in the sense required by this
resolution, the supreme irony is that it was the Government of
Israel itself which led the entire world to believe that they were 1n
fact "occupied ternitories” to which the resolution could therefore
apply. This arose from two actions by Israel whose reasoning was
not apparent to the outside world. First, the Govemment set up a
military administration in these areas in accordance with the Hague
Rules and Regulations as well as the Fourth Geneva Convention.
as soon as they had been effectively re-conquered for the Jewish
People by the Isracli Defence Forces, though 1t did so on a
voluntary basis for humanitarian considerations. Second, 1t
enforced the laws of Jordan in Judea and Samana, instead of the
laws of the State of Israel and as regards Gaza. it chose to apply the
old Mandatorv law as well as Egyptian militarv orders and
proclamations instead of the laws of the State of Israel. The result
was that Israel treated Judea, Samana and Gaza as if they were
truly "occupied territories” under the rules of international law
relating to warfare when. n fact, they were absolutely not The
principal blame for this lav with Mewr Shamgar, then the Advocate
General of the IDF before he became Attorney General of the State
and later President of the Supreme Court. He successfully urged
this course of action upon the Government of Levi Eshkol and had
even prepared for the ntroductuon of a militarv regime for
conquered territories several vears before the outbreak of the Six
Day War

The militarv administration in Judea, Samana and Gaza operating
under foreign law instead of Israch law, was a gross and blatant
violation of Israeli constitutional law which required the applica-
tion of the laws of the State to the repossessed terntories of the
Jewish National Home. But that was not done for the reason that
Israel did not want to annex these areas to the State because of the
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high number of Arabs living there, although 1t gave a different
reason for doing so, namely the hope it had to exchange them for
true peace with the Arab states which thus misled the entire world
into believing that these termtones were truly "occupied termtories”
that did not belong to Israel

Had the Government of Israel done what it was required to do by
its own constitutional law, very few states, apart from Arab states
and their Soviet and Muslim allies, would have called them
"occupied termitories” under international law. But since the
Government chose deliberately and voluntanly to actually treat
them as "occupied territories”, it was not surprising that this 1s what
they came to be considered in the eves of the world at large
especially by the United States and even, sadly enough, by a great
many people in Israel including some judges of the Supreme Court,
who should have known better

The notion that Judea, Samana and Gaza were "occupied” in the
international law sense also arose from the negligent mistranslation
into English of the Hebrew expression "shtahim muhzakim" which
was mistakenly rendered as "occupied territories” which gave it an
incorrect meaning. The Hebrew expression really meant that these
territories are in the "possession of the Israel Defence Forces and
consequently they could be literally described in English as either
"held territories" or "possessed terntories” and even more
accurately as "re-possessed temritories of the Jewish People” in
light of the fact that they had been integral parts of the Jewish
National Home. Another possible English term 1s "acquired
territories” since the IDF acquired their possession through military
conquest and n so doing returned them to their nghtful owner, the
Jewish People from which the State of Israel 1s itself derived. Any
other English term or expression such as "administered territories”
or "disputed termitonies” is mnexact. In the former case there i1s an
implication of foreign sovereignty, while in the latter case their
Jewish ownership 1s placed in doubt.
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Under the Governments of Menachem Begin and Yitzak Shamir.
Isracl did not consider Judea, Samaria and Gaza to be "occupied”
within the meaning of Resolution 242, but by that time all
countries of the world, especially the United States, had already
been convinced by Israel’s initial actions to treat them as if they
were,

Furthermore, neither Begin nor Shamir bothered to change the
military administration which prevailed in the re-possessed areas of
the Land of Israel, nor did they abolish the foreign laws which
applied there and replace them with the laws of the State of Israel
Their ignominious failure to right the situation allowed those
Israchi lcaders who came afterwards, namely Rabin. Peres and now
Barak. to accept the application of Resolution 242 to Judea.
Samaria and Gaza

This acceptance can only be described as astounding, as well as
being an illegal act. not only under Israeli law as reflected in the
constitutional and criminal laws noted above, but also under
international law as exemplified in the adoption of the Balfour
Declaration by the Principal Allied Powers at the San Remo
Conference and the confirmation of the Mandate for Palestine for
the express purpose of implementing this Declaration which
assumed that the entire country of Palestine, including Judea.
Samaria and Gaza, was for the sole and exclusive national benefit
of the Jewish People.

By demanding that the PLO recognize Resolutions 242 and 338 if
it wished to make peace with Israel, and by agreeing to make it the
basis of the Permanent Status negotiations, Isracl’s Labor Party
leaders fed the expectations of the PLO to claim all of Judea.
Samaria and Gaza which is exactly what it has done in the
aftermath of the Sharm e-Sheikh Memorandum. This Israeli policy
has thus exploded in its face. though the Government of Isracl has
never acknowledged its error and still insists on the sanctity of
Resolution 242
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Despite what Israel has done to injure itself, there is no legal way
under international law to make Resolution 242 apply to Judea,
Samaria and Gaza except by retroactively abrogating the Balfour
Declaration and Mandate for Palesune which would constitute a
reformulation of conventional international law that has existed
intact since 1920 though often forgotten. This would also be a
rewriting of history and make Israel’s presence in Judea, Samaria
and Gaza to be seen only in terms of its military conquest rather
than deriving from true inhenited rnights which were definitively
endorsed by the international community in the earlv vears after
World War 1.

The adoption of Resolution 242 has not clanfied or improved the
Middle East situation, but hopelessly muddled it and also entwined
Israel in various arguments over whether the resolution 1s self-
enforcing and what is the correct interpretation of its provisions. It
is not a key legal document in framing Arab-Isracli issues as its
many backers allege with great enthusiasm. It has masked Jewish
nghts and allowed Arabs to make fantastic claims based upon its
provisions. [srael’s acceptance of it was a very great mistake which
has led it down the slippery road of surrender

Moreover, 1t has also entangled Israel in complicated constitutional
questions conceming the authonty and structure of the United
Nations, 1n particular the authority of the Security Council to pass
binding resolutions for the settlement of international disputes as in
the case of the Arab states against the existence of Israel.

Prof. Eugene V. Rostow, who had a diplomatic role in the making
of Resolution 242 as Undersecretary of State for Political A ffairs in
the Johnson Administration, believes that Resolution 242 1s
"legally binding" because the Security Council "ordered" the
states of the region to make a just and lasting peace in accordance
with the more specific provisions of Resolution 242 when the
Council also adopted Resolution 338 at the time of the Yom
Kippur War. If Rostow’s view were correct, this would mean that if
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Israel refused to implement Resolution 242 it would be in violation
of the Charter and therefore subject to possible military and
gconomic sanctions.

Rostow s interpretation belies the nature of Resolution 242 which
is really in the form of a recommendation rather than a binding
decision. It provides a set of guidelines and enunciates principles
which the Sccurity Council has deemed appropnate to achieve
peace between Israel and her Arab neighbours, but which 1s largely
up to the parties themselves to decide how to carry 1t out if they
wish to do so at all

The deeper question involved 1n the passage of Secunty Council
resolutions 1s whether any of them can ever be "legally binding"
having the force of law even without the consent of the parties
involved. While the Charter of the United Nations 1s an
international treaty that has been duly ratified and therefore part
of mternational law, the resolutions passed by the Secunty Council
can never be "laws" in the traditional sense of the term, since the
Security Council 1s not a legislature. Its decisions and recommen-
dations, no matter under what chapter or article of the Charter they
are based upon, can only be of a non-binding character unless the
partics involved consent to be bound, since they are exactly what
they are called, namely "resolutions” rather than laws

If Security Council resolutions were binding on Israel. then 1t
would have to accept whatever it decided in regard to Judea,
Samaria and Gaza If, for example, the Council decided that
Jerusalem was not the capital of Israel, contrary to Isracl’s own
basic law on the matter. would Isracl have to abide by that kind of
decision? The answer 1s obviously no, because otherwise Isracl
would lose its sovereignty to the UN Securnity Council and so
would every other country in the world.

What 1s evident in regard to Resolution 242 is that it certamnly does
not applv to the benefit of the PLO, which 1s not a state party to
whom 1t can apply under the terms and language of that resolution
It therefore cannot claim that it 1s entitled to receive any terntorics
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from Israel under 1t. Since 1t is not a beneficiary under Resolution
242, there was no reason at all to mention it in the Sharm e-Sheikh
Memorandum or in any prior agreement. The bizarre fact that it
was the Government of Israel which agreed to apply Resolution
242 as the basis for all its agreements with the PLO, except in the
Wye River Memorandum, provides clear and ample proof of its
illegal and irrational conduct.

H. Why There Should Be No Permanent Status Agree-
ment with the PLO

Under the Sharm e-Sheikh Memorandum, Israel and the PLO will
engage in Permanent Status negouiations that began again on
September 13, 1999 in order to reach a Permanent Status
Agreement. The two sides will first conclude a Framework
Agreement on all Permanent Status issues within five months,
followed by a comprehensive agreement within one vear

The 1ssues that will be negotiated in the Permanent Status
negotiations, as specified in the Intenm Agreement are refugees,
Jerusalem, borders, settlements, secunty arrangements, foreign
relations, water, and other 1ssues of common interest.

The 1dea that a Permanent Status agreement is required with the
PLO representing the "Palestman People" to end the "100 year
conflict" 1s grotesque and scandalous, without any basis in history
and laden with fictions and illegalities

There 1s no need for a Permanent Status agreement since most of
the 1ssues to be discussed have already been settled in the aftermath
of World War | by Britain. France, ltaly and Japan who divided up
the Turkish domains in the Middle East largely in favor of Arab
claims to the exclusion of other peoples, specifically Kurds.
Armenians and the all but forgotten Assynans or Chaldeans who
are members of the Nestorian Chnstian community. All of the
foregoing ethnic or religious groups were either promised or
considered for independence or autonomy but in the end were
denmied that privileged status, while on the other hand, the Arabs
were given evervthing they sought. which only whetted their
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greedy appetite for even more. As part of this comprehensive and
permanent settlement that did not fully appease Arab ambitions,
Palestine was reserved exclusively for the exercise of Jewish
national rights.

The creation of the State of Palestine in 1920 under the Mandate
System was intended for Jews, both those who resided there and
those who would return from the Exile. Under that settlement the
"Palestinians” were defined as Jews, not Arabs, though the latter
could also obtain Palestinian citizenship along with other non-
Jewish communities. In a strange turn of history amounting to
linguistic theft of identity, the Arabs of Palestine and those who
tllegally migrated there in large numbers during the Mandate
period, subsequently adopted the name "Palestimans” for them-
selves, after the Jews of Palestine abandoned this name in 1948
with the emergence of an independent Jewish state.

The Arabs of Palestine under the final Allied settlement were
considered part of a wider Arab nation who had their independence
recognized in the neighboring Arab countries, but whose civil and
rehigious rnights would be protected in the Jewish state.

Though 1t 1s true that in the UN Partition Plan of November 29,
1947. an Arab state was contemplated in what 1s now Judea and
Samana after three decades of strife with Palestinian Jews in
Mandated Palestine, the Arabs themselves living in the countn
foiled the plan in conjunction with the neighbouring Arab states
As a result the final settlement devised by the Principal Allied
Powers at the San Remo Conference in 1920 was restored as
originally conceived when Israel regained all of Palestine west of
the Jordan River in the Six Day War of 1967, except that all of
Trans-Jordan remained in Arab hands.

The new "final settlement” which will now be negotiated 1s based
on a falsehood that the State of Isracl must share the Land of Isracl
with a fictitious nation known as the "Palestimans”, who are in
truth largely Moslem Arabs who borrowed this name in order to
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invent a new national identity, ostensibly separate and apart from
other Arabs living in the rest of Israel, in Jordan, Syna and
clsewhere as part of a grand strategy to destroy the Jewish state.

This "final settlement" 1s supposed to settle a conflict between
Israchs and "Palestinians" that has lasted 100 years according to
Prime Minister Barak. That in itself is a fiction since the real
parties involved are Jews and Arabs and the "conflict” was caused
by the latter who opposed the Jewish retun to their ancestral
country

The actual 1ssues to be negotiated between Israel and the PLO, is a
recipe for the destruction of the Jewish state. This is particularly
true 1n regard to the issue of "refugees” conceming which the PLO
1s now demanding the retum of no less than 4 million Arabs into
"Palestine”, their alleged "homeland" in accordance with UN
Resolution 194 adopted by the General Assembly on December 11,
1948 but opposed at the time by all the Arab and Communist
countries. Arafat made this specific demand in a UN address on
September 23, 1999, If such a large number are admitted. the result
will be the virtual strangulation of the Jewish state, which Arafat
certainly knows will happen if his demand were to be accepted and
implemented which is why he proposed it

What should be borne in mind is that there is no such thing as a
“Right of Return” for Arabs, whether they are called "Palestinians”
or "refugees”, to any part of the Land of Israel. It is not their
ancestral country.  They were never its onginal inhabitants as they
falsely claim nor permanently lived there until after the Arab
nvasion and takeover of the country in the 7th Century, long after
Jews had lived there for two millenma Most Arabs who came to
the Land of [srael originated in Arabia, Syria and Egypt and either
snuck into the country as illegal immigrants or came originally
with the invading Arab or Muslim armies as foreign settlers. The
"Right of Return" exists only for the Jewish People as specifically
recognized in the Briish Mandate for Palestine and in the Law of
Return enacted by the Knesset in 1930, It is grotesque that the
Arabs and the PLO can assert such a right which does not belong



42 Howard Grief

to them and it is absurd as well as illegal for the Government of
Israel to recognize this alleged nght. To do so would reverse a
central tenet of Zionism which is to rebuild a Jewish majority in the
entire Land of Israel

Another issue of the Permanent Settlement concems Jerusalem
which does not need to be "permanently settled" since that has
alrecady been achieved by the Basic Law: Jerusalem, enacted by
the Knesset on July 30, 1980. Opening this 1ssue to negotiations 1s
a very grave violation of lIsrach constitutional law and the Penal
Code. Yet it is being done in total disregard of that law, which
proves beyond any reasonable doubt that the Government does not
observe the "Rule of Law" while so stoutly and hypocntically
maintaining that 1t does.

The Basic Law on Jerusalem 1s perfectly clear in its meaning. [t 1s
the capital of the Jewish state and the seat of the President of the
State, the Knesset, the Government and the Supreme Court. [t
cannot therefore be a subject of negotiations with the PLO which
also wants to make 1t the capital of an independent Arab state. It 1s
a wonder of wonders that an 1ssue so definitively settled in Israch
law can become a debatable issue once again

It 1s also grotesque to think of Jerusalem as being an "Arab city”
when 1t has always been the national and spintual centre of Jewish
life throughout three millennia in deed and thought and has no
basic role in the Mushm rehigion except in myth and legend
devised principally to counter Jewish ties to the city. The Arabs
have their principal centres of life in other places such as Mecca
and Medina, Baghdad, Damascus and Cairo. They have no need to
add Jerusalem to this hst except as a tactic to deprive Judaism of its
holiest eity and Jews of their national birthnight

Designatung Jerusalem as "Arab" because a hundred thousand or
more Arabs live in the city 1s the same as designating New York
Citv as Spanish or Black because millions of Spanish and Blacks
also live there. If we adopt this kind of reasoning to characterize a
city s idenuty based solely on demography rather than including
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other factors, then Washington DC would be seen as an African
city and Berlin as also a Turkish city. But that would be entirely
illogical Jerusalem is no more "Arab" than New York is Spanish,
Washington DC 1s African or Berlin 1s Turkish. Demography then
i1s not the only cnterion for defining a city. Its real identity must be
based on several other factors particularly in regard to how the city
was shaped by its history and take into consideration those earlier
inhabitants who dwelt there for long penods of ume, including its
famous rulers and personalities and to whom 1t means the most as
the symbol of their nationhood and religion. By these other
standards. Jerusalem has always been a Jewish city even when the
majonity of its inhabitants were foreign Arabs or even Christian
Crusaders from Europe. In this regard, it should be remembered
that ever since Hadrian crushed the Bar Kokhba revolt in 135, Jews
were not always free to hve 1in Jerusalem. The ban on Jewish
residence was renewed by the Byzantine Emperor Herachus and it
was also n effect during the Crusader period. During the Turkish
period, the Ottoman sultans prevented Jews from Eastern Europe
living there until their harsh orders were overturned by Muhammed
Ali, the governor of Egypt, who briefly ruled the Land of Israel
from 1832-40. The various prohibitions and restrictions placed on
Jewish settlement i the city duning different historical periods
succeeded to stunt Jewish growth and gave it an artificial foreign
character untl Jews once again achieved ascendancy in the City of
David

Another final i1ssue of the Permanent Status Agreement 1s to
determine the borders of the PLO state and that of the Jewish state
Again we enter the realm of the absurd, the grotesque and the
illegal. The borders of the Jewish state were fixed between Britain
and France in the early vears of the Mandate for Palestine and
ongmnally encompassed all of the histonc area of Palestine
including Trans-Jordan except for parts of what 1s today southern
Lebanon 1n the region south of the Litani Partition has occurred
several times since then but each tme 1t was illegally imposed
upon the Jews of Palestine who had no choice but to accept what
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was done because of necessity and weakness. That peniod 1s now
over and Israel can justifiably reassert what are the true borders of
the Jewish Nation which are coextensive with the Land of Israel.

The borders of the Jewish state should not be determined in any
talks with the PLO, as they have no legal or historical nght to the
Land of Israel. Setting up a PLO state in the Land of Israel is an
outright negation of Zionism and the grossest of gross violations of
Israeli constitutional law and cniminal law.

The Government of Israel should come to its senses and break off
the negotiations for an artificial Permanent Settlement with the
PLO that can onlv end in disaster

I. Conclusion

It should be evident to any clear thinking person whose roots or
future life lie in the Jewish state and the Land of Israel or who
supports 1t from abroad. that the "peace process” with the PLO 1s
one entire fraudulent exercise from its very beginning to the time 1t
will end. which undoes the work of one hundred years and more of
Zionism and undermines the fifty vear struggle to maintain a strong
and viable Jewish state free from Arab danger and attack

Those who watch and mourn what has happened since August
1993 can only be dumbfounded that it was not the strength of the
PLO or any foreign state that caused the battle to preserve the
whole Land of Israel to be lost for now, but the incredible fact that
it was the Govemment of Israel under four successive Prime
Ministers, which 1s responsible for ceding increasing portions of
the Jewish homeland to a foreign entity that still styles itself as the
Organization for the Liberation of Palestine.

The process of territonial cession for an illusory peace that can
never be made with a fanatical Mushim enemy that will forever
seek the destruction of the Jewish state in accordance with 1ts
religious beliefs, is a betrayal of everything dear and precious to
the Jewish People, its history, its religion, its hentage, its identity
and not least the constitutional laws of the Jewish state which favor
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the unity of the Land of Israel. It 1s also dispinting that this process
can continue apace, without any fear on the part of the Government
and 1ts leaders, because there i1s no one in a countervailing position
of authonty to tell those who wield executive power to halt this
self-destruction or reprimand them for what they have already done
or will do n the future. The people of Israel have silenced their
former strong voice of protest as a result of the death of Prime
Minister Rabin because of personal fear and intimidation. The
Attorney General has allowed the Government to do whatever it
wants in the matter of territonal cession without advising that it is
contrary to law. Israel’s Supreme Court has abdicated 1ts duty and
refused to intervene on the false ground that it cannot adjudicate a
political question, which 1s what 1t considers the surrender of
Judea, Samana and Gaza to be, despite the existence of statutory
laws which prove the exact opposite of what it has decided

In giving up Israel’s patnmony, the leaders of the country do not
pay any price but on the contrary win warm praise and support
both from Israel’s defeatist and anti-Zionist media and from
foreign leaders. Prime Minister Barak recently stated in an
nterview conducted with the Jerusalem Post (September 24,
1999) that "to think about giving up parts of this land 1s like pulling
out an arm" . "The thought of giving up land," - he cites as
examples Beth El, Shilo, Ma’ale Levona and Beth Horon — "tears
my heart," because "I have an emotional and physical attachment
to each and every one of these places"”, he said.

These were noble sentiments but coming from Barak, they lack any
sincerity and conviction 1n light of the Sharm e-Sheikh
Memorandum and the joyful manner in which he signed and
embraced 1t. If he believed in his own words he would have
refused to enter into an agreement that may lead to exactly what
"tears his heart". Moreover, no one is pulling out his arm. If that
were really the case, he would refuse to surrender any land. But he
need not worry about his personal safety and secunty. The price of
his folly will be borne instead by others, especially the average
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Isracli who will be subject to increasing terronist attacks as more
and more land 1s given away and the estabhishment of a PLO state
draws ever nearer

When disaster finally befalls the Jewish state, which is now
mevitable, those who caused or furthered it will have likely left the
political scene, and perhaps even the country, and will therefore
¢scape an accounting for what they did unless a State Commission
of Enquiry 1s established and those responsible are then made to
answer for their terrible misdeeds and violations of law

However, for the present, no political or judicial remedy is
available to prevent the looming disaster The Sharm e-Sheikh
Memorandum has brought it much closer to realisation. Like
Britain in 1939, Israel must stand ready for the inevitable outbreak
of war while it marches to "peace” and surrenders its precious and
beloved lands to a cruel and corrupt enemy which should never
have been allowed entry into the Land of Isracl and which must
eventually be evicted 1if the Jewish state 1s to regain once again its
lost patrimonv®
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The Government of Israel, under the new leadership of Prime Minister
Barak, entered into a new phase of territorial surrender of patrimonial
and hereditary lands belonging to the Jewish People when itagreed to the
Sharm e-Sheikh Memorandum on September 4, 1999. As with all prior
agreements, the new one entailed grave violations of Israeli law, both
procedural and substantive. In the procedural sense. two violations stand
out. One was the lack of any prior Cabinet authorization granted to the
Prime Minister to sign the agreement itself. The second, which 1s even
more important from a legal perspective, was the lack of legal capacity
existing in the PLO to make a binding agreement or contract with the
Government of Israel. This arises from its status in Israeh law as a
terrorist and criminal organization, which cannot be changed as long as
the Charter of the PLO remains in full force and effect, as it still does,
despite the political charade conducted by Chairman Arafat to pretend
that it has been abrogated or amended to delete anti-Israel, anti-Zionist
clauses of the Charter.

Howard Grief served as a legal advisor to Professor Yuval Ne'eman at
the Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure in matters of international law
pertaining to the Land of Israel and Jewish rights thereto. A Jerusalem-
based attorney and notary. as well as a specialist in Israeli constitutional
law, Howard Grief is the author of the "Petition to Annul the Interim
Agreement” which was presented to Israel's Supreme Court.  The
Petition was published as ACPR's Policy Paper no. 77 and describes the
illegal nature of the Israel-PLO Agreements under Israeli law and their
non-applicability under international law. Several feature articles of his
have appeared in the pages of Nativ.
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Executive Summary

In the period of what 1s sarcastically called a "peace process”, Israel
finds itself a society divided and torn between the Left and the so-
called "Right"; between those who claim to be enlightened liberals
and those who are "nationalist", religious or "ultra-orthodox"
(Haredi).

The first side speaks in the name of democracy and sees the
purpose of its existence in defending democracy from the "Rightist
fascists” and the religious clerical "fundamentalists”, who endanger
democracy’s existence by virtue of their being defined as such.
The opposing side tries, in the best case, to defend and justify itself
and in the worst case, it internalizes the allegation of its own
undemocratic nature. The Left links the undemocratic nature of the
"Right" to its attachment to Judaism. The "Right" tries to prove
that there i1s no structural contradiction between Judaism and
democracy or failing that, accepis an absolute distinction between
the two. Thus 1t is forced to choose between continuing to attach
itself to Judaism while giving up democracy, or giving up Judaism
in order to be acceptable from the democratic viewpoint.

The mnevitable result of this division is that the "Right" can only be
doomed to sweeping defeat in their powerless attempt to struggle
against the constant, unceasing, brutal aggression on the part of
those who hold the ministerial portfolio of Democracy. The first
defeat took place with the victory of the Oslo Process which is
leading to the establishment of a terrorist state in the heart of the
Land of Israel. The next defeat appearing on the horizon — and it
will definitely take place if there 1s not a change of direction — 1s
abolition of the Zionist and Jewish character of the State of Israel.
That 15, transformation of Israel into "a state of all its citizens".
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Recently, the trend, both in academic hterature and in practice,
towards portraying democracy as a comprehensive alternative to
the Jewish and Zionist character of the State of Israel 1s becoming
more and more apparent. Thus, anti-Zionist and, essentially anti-
democratic circles use the concept "democracy"” in order to destroy
the character of the Jewish state which was established through an
arduous and bitter struggle in the wake of the Holocaust. In
contrast to other historical instances in which the manipulation of
democratic tools led to the destruction of democracy, in the present
Israchi circumstance, anti-democratic forces which portray them-
selves as the personification of democracy, employ democracy in a
manner which not only brings on its own destruction but the
destruction of the State of Israel as well. Thus, in an extremely
consistent manner, the flight of Jews from Judaism in the Land of
Israel, in direct, overt cooperation with the declared enemies of the
Jewish People. finds its cruel expression®
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IDEOLOGICAL TYRANNY
IN THE GUISE OF DEMOCRACY

Preface

Israeli society, in the age of what is sarcastically called "peace”, is a
society divided and torn. There is a division of labor between the
Left and the so-called "Right"; between those who claim to be
enlightened liberals and those who are "nationalist”, religious or
"ultra-orthodox" (Haredi).

The Left speaks in the name of democracy and sees the purpose of
its existence as defending democracy from the "Rightist fascists”
and the religious clerical "fundamentalists”, who endanger democ-
racy's existence by virtue of their being defined as such. The
"Right" tries to defend and justify itself, or failing that, it internalizes
the allegation of its own undemocratic nature. The former links the
undemocratic nature of the other side to its attachment to Judaism.
The "Right", in the best case, tries to prove that there is no
structural contradiction between Judaism and democracy. In the
worst case, it accepts an absolute distinction between the two.
Thus it is forced to choose between continuing to attach itself to
Judaism while giving up democracy, or giving up Judaism in order
to be acceptable from the democratic viewpoint.

The inevitable result of this division is that the "Right" can only be
doomed to sweeping defeat in their powerless attempt to struggle
against the constant, unceasing, brutal aggression on the part of
those who hold the ministerial portfolio of Democracy. The first
defeat took place with the victory of the Oslo Process which is
leading to the establishment of a terrorist state in the heart of the
Land of Israel. However, this is only the start. The next defeat
appearing on the horizon - and it will definitely take place if there is
not a change of direction - is the abolition of the Zionist and Jewish
character of the State of Israel. That is, transformation of Israel into
"a state of all its citizens". To the extent that the Jews of Israel do
not succeed in breaking this dynamic, these two failures and
additional dangers accompanying them may bring the end of
Jewish existence in Eretz Israel.
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The struggle, totalitarian in its essence, of the Israeli Left against its
political, ideological, cultural and ethical adversaries, did not begin
yesterday. Its beginnings lie long before the establishment of the
State. It has persisted throughout the years of the existence of the
State and has reached its apex at this time. It endured throughout
the era in which the left made no attempt to conceal its political,
ideological and spiritual ties with Soviet Bolshevism. But in the
meantime, as Shimon Peres is wont to say, "the world changes”,
and as a result, an adaptation of the ideological cover of the
struggle waged by the enlightened Left against the children of
darkness was necessary. From the Six Day War until the collapse
of the communist regime in Russia, the Israeli Left underwent a
transformation which found expression in a virtual liberalization. It
is, in fact, virtual, since all that changed was the nomenclature.
Personality patterns, methods of thought and political culture
remained as steadfast as in the past, though its external image
changed beyond recognition.

The liberal cover coincided perfectly with the goal of attaining the
same objectives in changing circumstances. The switch from
Bolshevism, whose glory had dimmed in the interim, to "enligh-
tened liberalism”, transformed the Left into a respectable and equal
partner in the eyes of the democratic West. No more "lsraeli
Colonialists” without distinctions. No more Zionism-Racism as a
fundamental trait common to all of the State of Israel. It is now a
holy war of the children of light in the name of "peace” which was
already conceived as the final solution to the Jewish question in
Israel by the former Soviet Union, and now has been adopted by
the UN and the rest of the adherents of Israeli democracy, in the
West and the Arab countries, especially among the noted
champions of equality and democracy from the Arafat-Hussein-
Assad and Mubarak school.

The transition from licking the boots of Stalin and his gang of
hangmen to the arms of virtual liberalism has shown itself to be
especially effective in the oppression of the opponent, the "Right”,
which dared to entertain illusions of equality after the Likud, headed
by Menachem Begin, assumed power. And this time, ironically, the
oppression continues even during the term of a right-wing
government, theoretically capable of neutralizing it and showing it
to be the empty shell which it is. In this way, for all intents and
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purposes, the real boss continues to govern, with no consideration
given to the election results. Therefore, we are dealing with the
perversion of democracy, in the name of democracy.

Practical Democratic Theory

In Issue 22 of Parliament (published by the Israel Center for
Democracy, December 1998), a report about a "Round Table"
forum on the topic, "Rabin's murder three years later" was cited.
The following is a quote from the beginning of the report:

The Round Table forum, which gathered at the Israel Center
for Democracy to mark the third anniversary of Rabin's
assassination, focused on the assassination's ramifications
on Israeli democracy and on the schism in Israeli society,
and also on the attitude of the authorities to crimes of
incitement. At the start of the deliberations, Dr. Arik Carmon,
President of the Center, expressed his concern regarding the
threat posed by the intervention of rabbinic authority in the
processes of democracy and politics. He pointed to the
"Yesha Syndrome" which found expression in the phenom-
enon that instead of trying the criminals who created the
delegitimization [my emphasis R.E.], Har-Shefi and Raviv
are tried, and that is considered sufficient. In his opinion, only
by subjecting the inciters to the full effect of the law, will
catharsis be possible, and until then, no dialogue is possible.
The former head of the GSS, Mr. Carmi Gillon, the controller of
agent Avishai Raviv and the person primarily responsible for the
assassinated Prime Minister's life and security, participated in the
discussion as well.

...address three central questions: Were all legal avenues
exhausted against the inciters? Have we reached the
mandated conclusions? Has the traumatic event become
part of the common national memory or has it deepened the
political schism?

His response to the first question was negative. He referred to the
narrow mandate which the Shamgar Commission assumed, in that
it refrained from dealing with the motives for the murder and the
pervasive atmosphere of incitement extant in order to avoid
exacerbating the polarization. The problem had its roots in the
incitement and in the rabbis who provided the validation. Goldstein
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and Amir are no different, in his view, from the Hamas suicide
bombers, and they have in common the fact that they have religious
rulings permitting their actions and rabbis supplying said rulings.
Regarding the future, Gillon presented a pessimistic outiook. He
sees the rubicon from which we must be concerned, the
dismantling of settlements.

Surprising as it may seem, this author agrees with some of the
above claims advanced by the forum participants. She holds, as
does Carmi Gillon, that the steps against the inciters were not
exhausted (and who is the primary inciter if not he who sent Avishai
Raviv to incite to the murder of the Prime Minister and did so in the
name of the State?). She also maintains, like Gillon, that the
necessary lessons were not learned (and what is the primary
operative conclusion that a proper country should have deduced in
this situation if not the reorganization of the security services in
order to prevent similar abuses in the future?). She also contends
that the Shamgar Commission avoided dealing with the motives for
the murder and the atmosphere of incitement (which was created
by the one who backed the nationalist public into a corner and then
sent provocateurs to incite and instigate the opponents of the
government’s policies). This author also agrees with the president
of the Center of Israeli Democracy, Dr. Arik Carmon: The major
problem of Israeli democracy in general and during the era of
"peace” in particular is delegitimization.

A. Delegitimization in the Era of Peace

The expression "delegitimization" was used frequently by the
"Right" during the term of the Labor-Meretz government from 1992-
1996. The reference was to the blatant, reckless incitement by that
government and its minions, especially in the media enlisted in its
favor, against those opposing its policies whose hard core was
naturally the settlers in Judea, Samaria and Gaza ("enemies of
peace”, "Hamas collaborators", "two percent who don't deserve
security from the State”, and the like). The reference was also to the
public atmosphere which was knowingly and intentionally created
by the government and its minions, in which the opponents of the
Oslo process were depicted, perceived and themselves felt, as
lacking the political, moral and existential right to express their
opinion and to act accordingly, in total contradistinction to that
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which is accepted and requisite in every democratic-liberal country.
Their demonstrations and all other types of protest were portrayed
as illegitimate. The police were heavy-handed in their treatment of
the participants in protest activities in a totally disproportionate
manner and with violence far greater than required. The trials of
those accused of participating in "anti-government" protests were
conducted over long periods, continuing even after the change in
governments. The rabbis of Judea, Samaria and Gaza are
presumed guilty even today, though police investigations of some
of them, which were conducted in the witch-hunt atmosphere in the
wake of Rabin's assassination, revealed no violations of the law.

The settlers were portrayed as the "enemies of peace" simply by
virtue of their residence in a certain geographic location and as a
community which endangers Israeli democracy since, "when the
time will come to evacuate the settlements, they will forcefully
resist.” All this took place without dealing with the questions
whether any individual citizen in said community supported or
opposed the Oslo process. Is an individual citizen in a "territorial
collective” a "violator of the law of the land", or is he a law-abiding
citizen of the first order? It made no difference, since the need was
to delegitimize a group which had the audacity to interpret the good
of the State and the good of the nation in a manner contrary to the
ruling party. Who cares about citizens’ rights and individual liberties
(including the right to protest and freedom of expression) when the
subject i1s one big gang of saboteurs of the peace process? What
interest is there in ensuring the rights of minority groups (such as,
for example, the basic natural right of a person to live in the place
that he chooses, on land which he bought with his own money, in
the house in which he raised his children) when we are discussing
"two percent” not of oppressed Arabs (Palestinians), but of Jews?
Their transfer, dictated by the peace process is not a transfer at all,
but rather a purely demaocratic action. Their resistance, in contrast
to Arab terror, cannot be at all considered the justified and
understandable result of "distress", "humiliation", "insult”, "violation
of rights”, and the like, but rather an "anti-democratic", "messianic”
and "religiously ordained" expression. In other words, a reaction
consistent with their original sin of being "West Bank" Jews, not to
mention religious Jews.
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It is inconceivable that anyone will ascribe the same logic to the
"sacred" revolt of the Palestinians called "intifada", and claim that
their violence stems from the fact that they are Arab Muslims who
believe in the Koran. He would immediately be accused of racism,
anti-democracy, fascism and possibly worse. As that which is
permissible to do and say about certain Jews (who a prion were
labeled anti-democratic by dint of their not belonging to the
legitimate camp in democratic Israel) is inconceivable in the case
of the Palestinians, whether they happen to be true advocates of
peace or past or present murderers or inciters to murder, waging a
covert or overt war against the Jews.

It is significant to note that the atmosphere of incitement and
delegitimization vis-a-vis the opponents of Oslo (real or potential)
was created long before the tragic mass murder in the Cave of the
Patriarchs, and many years before the assassination of Rabin,
Furthermore, the well-orchestrated reactions of the secular “rabbis”
of peace to these tragedies fell on fertile ground, which had been
prepared previously. The political use made of the murder
perpetrated by Baruch Goldstein and the assassination of Rabin,
which according to the official version was implemented by Yigal
Amir, could not have been as successful and convincing had it not
been for the backdrop of delegitimization which had been
established beforehand and enabled the blaming of an entire
community which had been previously marked for these two
murders. These two tragedies were interpreted and inculcated into
the collective national memory through the prism of this delegiti-
mization. It, of course, preceded these tragedies, but they
significantly reinforced it. The political use made of the murder of
Arabs in Hebron and the assassination of Rabin transformed it into
total, unchallenged delegitimization in the official mythology of the
State of Israel in the Oslo period.

Only on the basis of said total delegitimization could the Oslo
agreements have been foisted upon a public, the overwhelming
majority of which unequivocally rejected them. There is a solid
basis to the claim that if it were not for this blatantly anti-democratic
process, the Israeli Left would have been unsuccessful in the
attempt, all this without referring to the additional breaches of
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democracy entailed in the illegal validation and the problematic
implementation of these agreements, which endanger the very
existence of the State of Israel.

As the legitimacy of protest against the actions of the government is
among the most basic of principles in a democratic regime, and one
of the clearest means of distinction between democratic and
undemocratic regimes, the only possible conclusion is that the
State of Israel in the Oslo period cannot be considered a state
which is ruled by a proper democratic regime.

The results of the 1996 elections might have been interpreted as
the reversal of this anti-democratic trend, as despite the delegiti-
mization of the opponents of Oslo and the leaders of the opposition,
despite the comprehensive, sophisticated indoctrination to peace,
despite the persecution of the "enemies of peace” and the portrayal
of entire communities as "murderers of the Prime Minister”, and
despite the intimidation and the moral terrorism, the significant
majority of the Jewish population in the State of Israel voted in the
elections against the "peace government”, and elected the Likud
and Netanyahu.

However, Binyamin Netanyahu, who was slandered in an un-
precedented manner by the Left, proceeded with the same political
policy, which implemented the world view of his predecessors who
were voted out of office by the people. But even this was unable to
halt the delegitimization of the opposition to Oslo; on the contrary it
confirmed and transformed it to that position which represents the
entire State of Israel's in the eyes of the people and the world.

The stated reason for the Netanyahu government's continuation of
the Oslo process was presented as a completely democratic one:
We are a proper nation and not a banana republic, and, therefore,
we must honor our international agreements. The fact that the
implementation of these agreements was possible only on the
basis of the anti-democratic management of the country during the
term of the left-wing government, went unmentioned by the
Netanyahu government, which ascended to power in 1996. The
upshot of the matter is that the new right-wing government, which
continued the Oslo process, perpetuated the violations of the
principles of democracy as well, and was transformed into a partner
of the Left, despite the elections and change in governments. This
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is true notwithstanding the loud, uncivil struggle between the Likud
and the Left in the 1999 election campaign, since within the reality
of but one political policy considered legitimate, which renders its
opponents the "extreme right", marginal and irrelevant, whal
contribution can a loud struggle bring to a democracy which exists
no longer? And what essential difference can it make?

Binyamin Netanyahu, who before the 1996 elections spoke in two
tongues and in that way attracted in addition to the traditional right-
wing voters the undecided voters and voters who supported the
Oslo agreements, changed his ways after the elections and
betrayed the public which put him into office. Netanyahu followed
the path which Yitzhak Rabin forged before him, a development
clearly very bad for Israeli democracy whether it is "good for the
Jews" or "bad for the Jews". Netanyahu's claim that he aspires to
be "Prime Minister of the entire nation" (under the guise of this
deception lay his enthusiastic implementation of the Oslo agree-
ments) means to say that "the entire nation" supports Oslo, and
anyone who doesn't support Oslo is immediately out of the confines
of “the entire nation". In this fashion, Netanyahu granted general-
political validity to the totalitarian policy of his predecessors, a
policy of total non-consideration of the legitimate desire (albeit
legitimate only in a democratic regime) of that part of the public
which opposed the government policy.

Even if the sectors in the public continuing to oppose the Oslo
agreements today have diminished, it changes nothing. In a liberal
democracy, as opposed to a national, totalitarian democracy, the
dictatorship of the majority over the minority is essentially
illegitimate. But transforming the opposition to Oslo from the
concern of the Jewish majority to the concern of the minority, IS
itself a direct product of the delegitimization, of the enlistment of the
Netanyahu government to the political process and of the anti-
democratic management of the State of Israel in the era of "peace”.

B. The New National Consensus

The ascent of the Netanyahu government onto the chariot of the
Oslo process granted the process the status of national consensus
in the eyes of Israeli society and of the world. This situation
influences policy, politics, ideologies and far-reaching existential
values. We dealt with some of them in the previous chapter, from
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which one can conclude that the significance of this new consensus
Is the disappearance of the democratic opposition to Oslo (that
which should have found expression in the policies of one of the
two large parties representing the two political camps which
express, through the mutual struggle between them — the basic
duality of the democratic-liberal regime), and the transformation of
all its opponents to "extremists" and fringe elements who were
expelled from the consensus.

The international effect of this situation and its socio-psychological,
internal effect are understandable enough. On the international
plane, it is clear that from this point, no one, not even among
Israel’'s traditional friends and allies, has any serious interest or
possibility to assist us in protecting ourselves from the destructive
and dangerous process. On the internal front, this real or virtual
consensus has the effect on many (including those who vigorously
opposed and battled against Oslo during the period of the left-wing
government) of indoctrinating them in favor of the process, and of
creating a sense of despair and pessimism stemming from the
awareness that nothing can be done to halt the process which is a
national disaster. This is true whether the resuiting attitude is in the
spirit of

- "If even Netanyahu went along this path, then apparently
nothing can be done," or

« "ltis impossible to remain in the minority and function against
the will of the majority of the nation," or

* "The ideology of the Land of Israel is anachronistic and
therefore we must be realistic and pragmatic”.

Abandoning ideologies is perceived by the right-wing parties as a
pragmatic step in the era of "the end of ideology" in Israel. However,
this Is only illusory and misleading. What seems upon an external,
superficial glance to be the loss of ideology in both political camps,
is actually the victory of the one and only ideology, that from here on
is the only legitimate ideology the ideology of Oslo. This ideocracy
(the regime of one and only one ideology), which is totally
inconsistent with any possible definition of a liberal-democratic
regime, transforms the opponents of Oslo not only into "the extreme
fringe" outside the consensus, but for all intents and purposes, into
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"enemies of the people", if not explicitly then at least in terms of the
inner meaning of the events transpiring. With all the differences,
large and small, between Netanyahu and his government and the
center-left, they are all in competition, battling in an effort to control
the "peace consensus", common, not only to Barak, Mordechai and
Netanyahu but also (in terms of the desire to be perceived as part of
it) to the NRP, Zomet, the Yesha Council, and in certain respecls
even to Benny Begin's Herut (worshipping "the rule of law", which
expresses the left's philosophy, and fear of the word "transfer”
which “threatens our democracy"). Netanyahu, the right-winger
God forbid, wants to be Prime Minister of "the entire nation”, Barak
on the left declares that he will act “for everyone but not for the
extremists” (who are identified in his ads as "settlers” and "yeshiva
students").

The difference is that Netanyahu, as opposed to Barak, does not
(yet) speak of "enemies of the people” in the hope that they, too, will
vote for him. Even those whom the Oslo process endangers their
lives, even those for whom the "peace" goes against their most
essential beliefs, even those who know very well that Netanyahu
will continue the withdrawal almost certainly with greater vigor than
will the left — if they vote for Netanyahu, it will be out of fear of leftist
Bolshevism, a fear which is totally justified. However, the real
problem is that "the entire nation" of Netanyahu, "everyone” of
Barak, the "central path" of the Center Party and the "rule of law"
which Benny Begin worships, are all a human mixture lacking any
real disagreement. In the end, they all bow to the "new national
consensus”, in which there is no room for anyone who thinks
otherwise.

The "Right" will vote for Netanyahu because he, according to that
"Right", is the "lesser of the evils" since they really "have no better
alternative”. That is, the vote of the various factions of the "Right”
for Netanyahu will be nothing more than an expression of the lack
of alternative and lack of free choice in a reality where the
opponents of Oslo have no relevant political representation. In
other words, the new consensus created in the wake of the
enlistment of the Netanyahu government into the peace process
means that from here on, elections and the expressions of the will
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of the people no longer have any democratic significance in the
sense of free citizens participating and choosing between different
and opposing political alternatives.

It is not pragmatism and realism which causes right-wing parties,
organizations and politicians, who just yesterday seemed faithful to
their ideologies, to betray their principles and beliefs, but rather
their understanding of the situation in which the fate of anyone who
does not fall in line with the new political policy is sealed. It is not
immorality, opportunism and conformity alone which guides them,
but perhaps also a genuine, honest concern for the parliamentary
representation of the sectors whose interests they must exemplify
(the instance of the NRP is perhaps the most characteristic of this
trend).

In this way, an internal dynamic of the process of expanding the
new national consensus is created. As the number of people falling
into line with this policy gradually increases, so, too, the chance of
the "dissidents” who are unwilling to compromise to be elected to
the next Knesset gradually decreases. And to the extent that
yesterday's uncompromising idealists arrive at an understanding of
the present situation, they are forced to abandon their former
positions. However, even if there is "pragmatic” and "rational”
justification for this erosion, it has no moral or existential
justification. Do "pragmatic” rationales of this sort free those who
raise them from their civic and Jewish obligations? Does
understanding the situation really eliminate the moral issue? Is it
really permissible to sacrifice the fate of the country and to
underestimate the threat to Jewish lives stemming from the
withdrawal, just to survive politically? And we have not yet raised
the elements of belief in and loyalty to the Land of Israel,
participation in the obliteration of Zionism and desecration of the
memories of those who gave their lives while defending the Land
and the State. We have not yet raised the betrayal of the dream of
the Jewish nation throughout history and its eternal connection to
its homeland which is the ultimate purpose of Zionism. We have not
yet raised the betrayal, not only of the past, but also of our future
existence. We have not yet raised the fact that the Land of Israel
does not belong solely to the "pragmatic politicians", God forbid, (to
the extent that the term conceals defeatism, betrayal and
opportunism for its own sake), and not only to the "Right" and
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Left in the Land of Israel, but to the entire Jewish nation both in its
historic meaning and in its present-day meaning, the Jews of the
Diaspora.

We are witnesses to the fact that anyone unwilling to be a partner in
the betrayal of the Land of Israel finds himself outside the national
consensus. They are the "extreme delusional fringe”, they are "the
enemies of the people" according to the immanent logic of said
consensus. It is no coincidence that "the enemies of peace” are the
sector most threatened by the real enemy. Not only Yossi Sarid and
Ehud Barak branded the Jews of Hebron and Tel Rumeida, the
Jews of Yitzhar and the Jews of additional "extremist” settiements
as enemies of the people because they don't live in the right place.
The new national consensus branded them so as well. The
implication is that they are not only the "enemies of peace”, but
enemies of the national consensus, that is, the decisive majority of
the Israeli public, left and right, secular and religious, lovers of the
Land of Israel and those who despise it. Would it be a wild
exaggeration to say that the Arabs, Israel's real enemy, declare
daily that shedding the settlers’ blood is permissible, precisely
because of the national consensus, though it forbids them to say
s07?

These are the moral and existential ramifications arising from the
principles of the new national consensus. Even the vociferous
debate between the official, established "Right" and the Center-Left
cannot blur the fact that Netanyahu and his government are
responsible for the formation of the consensus. The "Right"s
enlistment into the ranks of Oslo is therefore a clear product of the
general atmosphere extant in the Jewish state. If a drastic change
does not take place in the defeatist direction led by the Israeli Left,
then no right-wing politician, not even one from the religious camp,
will be able to act any differently than did Binyamin Netanyahu. The
"leadership" issue which concerns us so greatly is totally irrelevant
in this situation — which according to the official version is called
"Israeli democracy” but essentially is nothing but totalitarianism of
the type unique to the Jewish state.
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C. Ideocracy Versus Form of Government

During the term of the left-wing government which signed the Oslo
Agreements with the Palestinians, frequent television and radio
interviews were aired in which right-wing opponents of the peace
process were interviewed. These interviews were perceived by this
writer, who was then a brand new immigrant, as somewhat
reminiscent of the interrogations of the enemies of the people by
the KGB in Soviet Russia. The goal of the interviews to elicit from
the subjects of the interrogation some statement which expressed
"hostility to democracy” and to force them to recognize their
ideological "sin", was blatant: the style of the interviewer was
hostile; the atmosphere created by the interrogations representing
democracy was intolerant and violent; and their intention to force
upon the interviewees their "correct" views and to completely
delegitimize their own opinions was obvious. Any attempt by an
Interviewee to claim that democracy is not only a value but a form of
government, and not only a particular philosophy, but a tool in the
hands of society and its citizens, was greeted with a reaction which
bordered on the violent. The man and his arguments were
portrayed as a resolute and dangerous enemy of democracy:.

This trend was especially unsubtle in interviews with religious
personalities and rabbis. The question "which takes precedence,
Torah or democracy?" left them extremely perplexed. Indeed, what
genuine man of faith is capable of stating that democracy takes
precedence over Torah and Halacha? What rabbi is capable of
admitting that under certain circumstances he would relinquish his
religious philosophy and way of life?

I never - not even once - heard of one of the interviewees ask the
interviewer, how would a religious Jew in democratic America react
if @ journalist in that country posed a similar question to him?
Perhaps liberal Americans would portray him as an enemy of
democracy because he is unwilling to abandon his religion?
Perhaps they would claim that religious Jews in America threaten
the democratic regime by virtue of their being religious?

Indeed, we are not America and our democracy is totally different
than that extant in America. Therefore, the questions posed to
those interviewed were totally extraneous. Here, democracy is
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intended for one purpose only and anyone who is not a partner in
the desire to achieve that purpose is an "enemy of democracy” by
definition.

Israeli democracy is not only a value but a means of government
and a powerful tool in the hands of very certain elite groups.
Furthermore, Israeli democracy is the philosophy of those who
define themselves as "democrats”. This self-definition, and the
depiction of their philosophy as democratic, enables them, as
stated, to use the political regime for their own purposes and 1o
transform it into a tool in their hands. However, beyond that, the
above definitions allow the "democrats" to completely delegitimize
(in the name of democracy, of course) their ideological and political
adversaries, whole communities and individuals whose national,
cultural and Jewish philosophies are not identical to those of our
"democrats"- in other words: who endanger the hegemony of the
left-wing elite.

It goes without saying that any similarity between this philosophy
and the essential definition of democracy is coincidental. This elite,
referred to by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court as "the
enlightened community”, enforces the "democracy” by using
classic dictatorial methods. The "judicial dictatorship” of His Hanor,
Judge Barak, about which so much has been said recently, is both
an expression of the dictatorial philosophy and an infrastructure for
its enforcement and implementation.

The definition of democracy as a form of government points to the
existence of a political system capable of lending legitimacy to an
ideological struggle between groups possessing different and
opposing philosophies, allow their realization in practice, and
enable and require a political struggle between these groups in
order to achieve democratic government. The definition of
democracy as an exclusive ideology (or philosophy) even if it is
called (euphemistically) "liberal" by its proponents, automatically
negates the existential right and the legitimacy of ideologies (or
philosophies) different than the one identified with "democracy”,
and of the sectors which support these "undemocratic" ideologies.
The essential, insoluble contradiction between these two definitions
of the concept "democracy", is not presented before the public and
is certainly not part of the public debate in Israel. It is no wonder, as
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the factors "responsible” for democracy and its purity, primary
among them the media "the watchdog of democracy", are not at all
interested in placing the issue on the public agenda.

It is hard to know whether neutralizing adversaries with "democ-
racy” is an effective, sophisticated method, a sort of conscious
Machiavellianism which the Israeli Left intentionally employs in
order to achieve its goals. Perhaps the Left completely and
wholeheartedly believes in the truth of its perception of democracy
as a continuation of the tradition of the political culture of the Israel
radicalism. In this culture, Marxist, socialist "ideological democracy”
— especially as it was brought to bear in the land of the Soviets, "our
second homeland" as the ideological forebearers of the "liberal”
elite declared with unbridled enthusiasm — preceded liberal
"ideological democracy".

While the Left is united in its outlook (political divisions do not in any
way influence the "conceptual unity” against the common enemy,
according to the infamous National Kibbutz Movement school), the
so-called "right" or "national camp”, including the ultra-orthodox and
the national religious communities, is totally oblivious to the word
game and to the Left's shameless distortion of the concept
"democracy"”. This lack of awareness, and their capitulation to the
deceit of "democracy”, causes the philosophical dictatorship of the
"enlightened"” left to gradually evolve into a genuine dictatorship.

Even when the ultra-orthodox staged an unprecedented mass
demonstration against the prejudicial policies of the Supreme
Court, and their spokesman made reference to "judicial dictator-
ship”, this was not the result of a clear, profound understanding of
the essential distortion of democracy in the State of Israel, as they
repeated again and again, in justifying the demonstration, that
Judaism and the Torah supercede democracy; at the basis of this
statement is the internalization of the left's ideocratic concept of
democracy which places Judaism out of the pale of democracy.

"Theocracy in reverse” is the way in which the great philosopher
Nikolai Berdyaev characterized the former Communist Russian
state. Israel, as a state, has not yet achieved that status, but the
danger is real, not imagined. If Israel is threatened by primitive
Khomeinism, it is liable to appear counter-intuitively from the
"enlightened community”. Whether the people on the left believe
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what they say or not, the members of the cult and the adherents of
the religion of democracy are openly anti-democratic. The cultural
war which they are waging against the Jewish religion and tradition
is genuine religious coercion, actually totalitarian coercion in its
essence. The counter-demonstration staged by the "lovers of
democracy” on Febrary 14, 1999 and its portrayal in the Israeli
media as contrasted to the portrayal of the ultra-orthodox prayer
assembly, is the best evidence of the totalitarian character of the
democratic theocracy conducted in the State of Israel by the Left,
with the submission and resignation of the absolute majority of the
Jewish public. The submission of the Jewish public, because,
ironically the left's ally, the Arab sector — whose affiliation with the
Left is clearly irredentist in nature — is well-known for its choice
democratic legacy.

The legalization of "Arutz 7" on February 23, 1999 in the Knesset
caused an upheaval among the lovers of the theocratic democracy,
even more than the ultra-orthodox prayer assembly did. "An anti-
democratic law", "a hooligan law", "an anti-legal law", "a law which
violates the rule of law in Israel” this is a small sampling of the
expressions which were aired in those days in the media. The
journalist, Gideon Reicher, who hosted the program, "There is
Someone with Whom to Speak” on the Army Station (February 24,
1999), went to the trouble to explain to his primitive listeners who
dared to defend "Arutz 7" that Montesquieu's principle of the
separation of powers requires the judiciary (the High Court of
Justice) to annul the decision of the legislative branch (the Knesset)
concerning this pirate radio station, even if this decision represents
the will of the majority. Elyakim Rubinstein, the Attormey General,
who opposed the legalization of "Arutz 7", was depicted in the
media as the living embodiment of the rule of law. The massive
mobilization of the media in opposition to the Knesset decision was
intended to exert extremely heavy pressure on the High Court of
Justice in order to cause it to abrogate the decision of the sovereign
Parliament.

Simple citizens find it difficult to grasp how it is that violating the law
forbidding contacts with the PLO by leading left-wing politicians
was not considered anti-legal, how it is that the activity of Abie
Nathan's pirate radio station did not disturb the lovers of
democracy, how it is that the opening of stores on Shabbat in



Ideological Tyranny in the Guise of Democracy 23

contravention of the law does not constitute contempt for the
authority of the law, how it is that Azmi Bishara's list which ran for
the Knesset in the recent campaign does not constitute a threat to
the Israeli democracy, despite Bisharu's blatant subversiveness for
which he would be immediately arrested and incarcerated in any
state in which a real democracy existed and not a caricature thereof
from the anarchist school of the Israeli left. This is Dr. Bishara, who
openly demands the liquidation of the Jewish state by abolishing its
Zionist and Jewish character; Dr. Bishara, who enjoys the open
support of the heads of the terrorist organizations characterized by
Israeli law as enemies, including Yassir Arafat, George Habash,
and the Syrian tyrant, Hafez el-Assad. Amazingly, none of these
endanger Israeli democracy, but "Arutz 7", which provides an
instrument of expression and identity for broad sectors of the Israeli
population, and was legalized in the Knesset, is the public enemy
and the threat to democracy.

Let it be said clearly, the so-called "Israeli democracy” with all its
holy, sacred institutions and foundations does not, and has not for a
long while, manifest the destiny of the Jewish people to live in its
sovereign state in its homeland. On the contrary, the goal of today's
democratic theocracy stands in polar opposition to the authentic
Jewish interests in a state which is still considered by the naive part
of the population, the Zionist state of the Jewish People.

The best and the brightest of Israeli academia in all of its forms
provide the theoretical basis and the intellectual rationale for the
"democratic” ideocracy. Most importantly, the pioneers among them
not only supply justification after the fact but prognosticate, in other
words, delineate the borders and target the objective towards which
Israeli democracy is supposed to progress.

Seemingly, their partisan activity is analogous to the activity of the
sycophants in the former Soviet academia vis-a-vis the totalitarian
government. However, among the academia in the communist
state, as in every other aspect of its culture, there were not
exclusively government lackeys but "dissidents” as well — both
exposed and concealed. Being "different” in academia was no
mean feat. But despite the persecution and the discrimination, it
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was admired by the Soviet Union intelligentsia, while a mark of
moral disgrace was branded on the head of the partisan ideologue
mobilized in the service of the government.

This is not the case in the Jewish state. Among the local
intelligentsia in general, and the Israeli academia in particular,
serving as a partisan ideologue in service of the left-wing theocracy
is a great honor, while being "different”, a heretic, an ideological
dissident, carries with it a mark of disgrace, ostracization and
suppression.

D. The Democratic Faith

In order to prove the assertion that a great affinity exists between
the thought patterns and the world-views of Israeli liberals and the
ideological and actual characteristics of Communist totalitarianism,
one needn't resort to the definitions of Nikolai Berdyaev. This is true
even regarding that which is referred to as "the democratic
viewpoint” in Israel which is nothing more than a militant, extreme,
fundamentalist religion which is waging a holy war (or "jthad” in the
spirit of the times) against Zionism and Judaism. Indeed, there is
no particular need to expend any effort in these matters, since there
are those among the Israeli "liberals" who do not conceal the
religious nature of Israeli democracy and its existential purpose.

Dr. Oz Almog submits his system of beliefs, which in his opinion
manifest the spirit of the "here and now" era extant in the entire
Western world. There is some truth to this contention. However, in
contrast to the one prevalent in Western Europe and America, in
the State of Israel, the "democratic faith", to which Almog is
referring, is designed to serve a defined and singular role, as we
are in the throes, according to Almog, of an identity crisis and in
search of a new identity. Judaism and Zionism are no longer
relevant as "the united Israeli Tribe has fragmented”, the
accelerating peace process sharpens the questions surrounding
Israeli identity, and "the luster of the worship of the nation and the
homeland is dimming"," and, therefore, Israel, according to the
writer, must urgently find a new, alternative identity.

The democratic religion, Almog claims, came into the world in the
Sixties, but only reached its new, revolutionary stage in the wake of
the fall of the Communist Bloc. As a substitute for the Marxist
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religion, it certainly cannot limit itself to being merely a system of
government without penetrating the minds and souls of the newly
religious. As an alternative to Judaism, the democratic religion
cannot remain solely on the doctrinal-spiritual plane, but must
constitute a way of life for its faithful ® Like the old Marxism, so. too,
the new democratic religion is designed to eliminate the differences
between particular groups and their cultures and to create a
universal, humanistic reality. As in the philosophy of Karl Marx, so,
too, in the philosophy of Oz Almog, two poles exist in the universal
reality (in Marx, this reality was characterized as "the Communist
society”). In Almog's language it is phrased in this way: "at the
focus of the new, democratic cult, there are two complementary
objects — the private individual (in Marx, free man, possessor of
unlimited creative powers, R.E.), which is smaller than the nation,
and the universe (in Marx, the universal, human union, R.E.) which
is greater than the nation and supercedes it"” In other words, the
new democracy, like the old Marxism and Communism, is nothing
more than the extension of the universalism of a religion which
preceded them both — Chrisianity, in which there is no place for a
Roman or a Jew, nor for a nation or other religions. In the view of
the Christian religion, the view of the Communist religion and
especially in the view of the new democratic religion, there is no
place for a Jew. He must assimilate, recant his religion, convert to
Christianity or Communism or Democracy, respectively.

Religious democracy or the Democratic religion must fill the lives of
the people, their heart and soul, leaving nothing which is not under
its control. Therefore, it is inconceivable that it be merely a form of
government:

...hence, more and more, democracy is transformed from a
form of government to a total ethical framework, a sort of
secular faith which constitutes an ethical glue supporting the
social framework of the enlightened, modern world.*

This is what he said! Almog, who does not notice the contradiction
inherent in his language, does not ask why a "total ethical
framework" is referred to as "democracy” and not "totalitarianism”
and what constitutes the difference between the "enlightened,
modern world”, described above and the (former) Soviet Commu-
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nist state which also was supported by a "secular faith" (military
atheist), and in which that faith constituted a glue supporting the
existing government.

Without a doubt, the writer emphasizes that the brave new world of
religious democracy is not shared by everyone. It is the exclusive
property of only one social stratum:

The cult of democracy is led and perfected by the upper
middle class (in Marx it was the workers' class, R.E.)
especially secular, educated and liberal people between the
ages of 30 and 50, who maintain a Western-bourgeois
lifestyle.”
Among this group, which the composer of the democratic
philosophy characterizes as "tranquilizers”,

Democracy is perceived as a holy, metaphysical concept,
and the proof of this is the fact that the word "democracy”
has lately become one of the most common ethical and

axiomatic terms, in the public dialogue which they control.”
Regarding the new democratic policy towards those who don't

belong to it, instead of the old and outdated "dictatorship of the
proletariat”, at the end of the twentieth century, no less effective
state-of-the-art methods exist:

The campaign of purism and denunciation implemented by
the Western media, one of the strongholds of the "tranqui-
lizers", against the "various heretics" who violated a
democratic taboo of one sort or another ...attest to the

sacred conception of the democratic ethos.’
Just as in a totalitarian state, the state and the state alone decides

in matters of truth and morality, so, too, in the new democratic
religion a "new ideology or moral-intellectual superstructure” is
developing

...of a new type which fills the lives of the liberal, enlightened
class with a new content, and infuses it with a revolutionary
passion which spreads to additional classes in the Israeli
population, though the process is slow and replete with
difficulties, obstacles and conflicts.”
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Whether the transition is slow or not so slow, the point is that it is
revolutionary and its objective is to expand and dominate the whole
society. In order to accomplish the task, religious means are
definitely required, including a "sophisticated media mission"® and
different, variegated forms of worship. At the center of the primary
form of worship stands the Supreme Court directed by judicial
activism, "led by Judge Aharon Barak",'® who plays the role of
"Hassidic master"'' in the “"secular democratic religion". "The
decisions of the Supreme Court, perceived in the media as a sort of
secular Sanhedrin, are notable for their democratic-liberal
orientation".'*  Surrounding the master, rabbis and prophets of
the democratic faith, singers of rhythmic music (primary among
them, Aviv Gefen, who exemplifies the essence of the democratic
faith in his songs), artists, writers and poets serve.

Artists, in their various disciplines, are perceived in a manner
similar to prophets who achieved inspiration, which is the
secular interpretation of divine grace, and as those who bring
the believers closer to the unadulterated truth.’®

The central worship in the democratic religion is the worship of
peace and reconciliation.'* It replaced the worship of war and
security which was prominent in the old religion — Zionism. The
exchange of war for peace is nothing more than the exchange of
rituals. It does not stem from the surrounding reality, it is not
engendered by existing circumstances and does not relate to the
real dangers and the genuine threat to the State and the lives of its
citizens. It is no wonder, as Almog lives in his world of democratic
faith totally disconnected from the real world. Quite a bit of time has
passed since Almog publicized his thoughts. In the meantime,
elections were held in Israel and Almog's vision is gaining currency.
The new democratic religion is functioning with unusual success.
The existential struggle of the old-fashioned circles is no longer
recognizable, as many of those who battled against the democratic
religion 3-5 years ago have "moderated" and are quickly moving
towards the inner sancta of the new religion. They all want to be
perceived as loyal believers. They all strive to join the democratic
universe. They all live according to the instructions of the master.
"Everyone, but not the extremists”, who still prefer existence over
democratic religion. Will the democratic religion relate to these
heretics in the way that Christianity and the Communist religion
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treated their heretics? The secular religion portrayed by Almog as
a major innovation of the entire Western world is a traditional
phenomenon in Western culture whose roots can be already
detected in the 18th century. Then, as now, it was a universal,
humanistic outlook. Then, too, it attempted to battle against the
authentic religions which believed in God. Now, as then, it
presumed to pave a safe way to a new, enlightened, just world,
using the instruments of murderous coercion.

It was none other than Jean-Jacques Rousseau who, "feit
compelled to demand the death penalty for all who deny the civil
religion”. His intellectual, though much more tolerant colleague,
Mabley, was willing to suffice with merely banning and deporting the
heretics.'® The Jacobins, headed by Robespierre, fulfiled the
commandment of the secular, humanist religion in a very
purposeful though somewhat deliberate manner, due to the
technical limitations of the guillotine. In any case, it was more in
the spirit of Rousseau than in the spirit of Mabley's recommenda-
tions. Then, too, special significance was attributed to the
legislative authority and to the secular priests.'® In that religious
democracy, which preceded the democracy of Almog, there was
also an essential, practical need to "shape the thoughts of the
people” and to "supervise them" on the part of the indoctrinated."’
Needless to say, all this was in the name of freedom and its
sanctity.

...This method does not negate the spirit of freedom and
human rights, and apparently does not require victims and
capitulation; but even more so, it leaves the mark of sanctity
on freedom and on the private concern of the person and his
rights. It is self-evident that it has no objective other than the
realization of these. It is certain that the totalitarian nature of
this method will become more and more obvious especially
because it a priori guarantees all of the freedoms and
approves all of the liberal assumptions. It claims that by its
very definition its destiny is to take substantive actions to
ensure that all of these demands are met and not merely pay
lip service to the freedoms and observe them from a
distance. And at the time that by its very definition the
government is perceived as a facilitator of human rights and
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freedoms, the right of the citizens to make claims against that
the same government is ostensibly abrogating their rights
and freedom, is rescinded.

The first to demonstrate this thought process were the Jacobins.'®
The first, but not the last.

E. Israeli Democracy as an Alternative to its Enemies

The perception of democracy in the era of peace must be simple
and understood by all. The one who depicted it in the clearest
possible manner was Shimon Peres in his speech on November
11, 1997 at the ceremony marking the second anniversary of the
assassination of Yitzhak Rabin. "Democracy and peace are
Siamese twins,” he said and continued: "Democracy must be on
the defensive and battle the enemies of demaocracy.” In those days
In the same spirit and almost in the same language, Prof. Asa
Kasher,'® a leading philosopher in these parts, addressed the
problem of democracy. In an appearance on Israeli television as a
commentator of the events marking the anniversary of Rabin's
assassination, the message of the composer of the IDF ethical
code sounded something like this: Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu speaks of national unity, but unity of that sort has
meaning only if a struggle is conducted against the enemies of
democracy. Today, the enemies of democracy are the extremists of
Hebron. Tomorrow, when we approach the question of the Golan
and Jerusalem, additional enemies of democracy will emerge. The
day after tomorrow, when the issue on the agenda will be the
Palestinian state, the number of the enemies of peace will grow
further. (Calculate the cry of the anti-democrats and the betrayers of
peace which will be sounded when the issue on the agenda will be
autonomy for Israeli Arabs which Asa Kasher has long supported).
Therefore, if the Prime Minister wants national unity, he must fight
the opponents of democracy. This is the true test before which he
stands.

Peace and democracy are one and the same”® and they both are
opposed by the same enemies, which are at the same time
enemies of national unity. The question, therefore, which might be
asked in this context is: Which came first? Does "democracy-
peace” precede its enemies or perhaps, do the enemies precede
"peace-democracy”? In other words, what is the goal and what are
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the means to achieving those goal? Does the definition of enemies
result from the definition of democracy identified with peace, or
perhaps, the definition of democracy which interests us results from
the need to portray the opponents of the Oslo process who are not
members of the "peace camp” (a Siamese twin and spiritual and
physical descendant of the Stalinist "peace camp" which was
designed, then as now, to perpetuate its rule through brainwashing
using Orwellian code words like "democracy” and "peace") as
enemies of peace, enemies of democracy and enemies of the
nation?

An answer to this question can be found in Professor Shiomo Ben-
Ami's book.”" It is clear from his writings that the issue, in fact, is
not peace per se as much as,

What if eventually, Netanyahu would be successful in
achieving a dramatic step in the direction of peace whether
with the Palestinians, the Syrians and/or the Lebanese?*

In other words, what will we do in case Netanyahu steals the peace
from the Israeli Left? Will we, heaven forbid, leave the government
in the hands of the "Right"? We must understand that without the
government being in our hands — the State of Israel has no right to
exist, and in order that it have a right to exist, we must attract the
votes of the right-wing electorate. Only in this way will we
successfully perpetuate our rule, which means restoring our
country to the path of democracy from which it digresses every
time that the right ascends to power. We and democracy are one
and the same. If not, Ben-Ami guarantees us civil war. His lunatic
depiction of circumstances clearly portrays the essence of
totalitarian democracy in its Israeli version: If we don't achieve
our just desserts under the law of nature at the ballot box, our very
foundations will quake.

The imperative to break the deadlock with the "Right" by co-
opting its social-cultural territory, has far-reaching signifi-
cance in terms of the future of Israeli society. | will phrase it
pointedly: If the New Labor Party headed by Ehud Barak
does not win the next elections, and it turns out that we were
not successful in broadening the support base of the camp
which he heads into the social-ethnic coalition of the other
side, it will arouse deep despair in the Center-Left camp;
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despair which will lead to the deepening of the cultural war to
the point where it will pose a genuine threat to our national
unity. In that case, this camp will abandon the hope to build
social and cultural bridges to the other side and will battle
exclusively to strengthen its own social groups while
conducting an ever-deteriorating confrontation with the other
half of the nation... If the new leadership of the Left fails, just
like the leaders of Mapai, the sense of doom will strengthen
and the sense will intensify that the social-cultural division,
which is also a political division, has no solution and no
alternative remains other than that of confrontation. It could
be that no solution exists other than one accomplished
through severe internal trauma, resulting from a severe
political, social and cultural confrontation over the nature of
the State and society. | pray that we will succeed in capturing
the support of broad strata, and we will not deteriorate into a
situation in which the cultural and social camps will mobilize
all of their might, sharpen their ideological and cultural
weapons in order to bring about a traumatic decision. ,.%*

We will not pose the rhetorical question as to what would have
happened if similar thoughts (even if they didn't have even one-
eighth of the incitement which this paragon of local democracy
allowed himself) had been expressed by a right-wing elected official
during the term of the Rabin-Peres government. This, while
referring to the "deep despair” in the right-wing camp caused by
the Oslo process, perceived in that camp as a process which
endangers the existence of the Jewish state. ("The Jewish
state”...Just for using that clerical-nationalist phrase people will
yet be sent to jail in this government of Leftist-Democratic religion.)

There is no point in posing a question of that sort since that which is
permissible to our totalitarian democrats is completely forbidden to
the dark primitive "enemies of democracy”, "fascists", "Judeo-
Nazis" and "Khomeinists". They are that way merely due to the fact
that they belong to the camp opposing the one which owns the
monopoly on democracy, whether it is called, for our purposes
according to present-day vogue "the socialist camp”, "the peace
camp”, or the Israeli “New Labor" camp.“* And what is the solution
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to the existential need to attract votes from the fascist camp to the
democratic camp? The answer, "as always", is extremely demo-
cratic:

The struggle between the alternatives requires the develop-
ment of a recruitment code (my emphasis, RE.)... My
obsession is locating a recruitment code for the Israeli "New
Labor". Without it, the Labor Party will have no future as it
will turn to dust, die of lack of identity. Already today, it looks
like a corpse. It was brought to this situation by those who
refused to renovate the Israeli Left and were content to rely

exclusively on "peace" and "economic growth".*”

Hence, Ben-Ami does not hesitate to place the sacred, holy
"peace"” into quotation marks, just as he does not hesitate to claim
that Rabin's victory in 1992 was the result of an accident and the
spirit in the land during the years of his government were the result
of "a momentary and conjunctural mutation".*® Why so? Because
it is clear that the Labor Party was unable to turn the tide and we
retumed to the rule of paralysis, fear, anxiety and frustration”,”” in
other words, a non-Left government. Ben-Ami has other interesting
suggestions. For example, he suggests to develop (for the purpose
of drawing votes from the other camp to "our" camp) the same
"sense of community"™® which his ideological partners generally
treat as fascism and Nazism, and the same nationalism which is
immediately transformed into anti-democratic "ultra-nationalism"*®
when it relates to the wrong side of the political divide.” Once
again, there is no point in posing rhetorical questions how is it that
the same phenomena are fascist and Nazi when they are
connected to the "Right" but perfectly democratic when they serve
the purposes of the Left. But there is no problem here and
everything is as clear as day: The "sense of community” is the only
method remaining in which the Left can rob the "Right" and the
religious community of its monopoly on “social warmth".”" Yes,
there is no mistake here. It is the same "warmth" to which Ben-Ami
refers when he quotes Arthur Koestler's Darkness at Noon, in
order to hint at the identity between the lIsraeli "Right" and
Nazism.?® However, "warmth" from the Left is a noble objective
by its very nature as it serves the cause of democracy.
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How could it be otherwise? How can one raise arguments and
doubts? It is stated and alluded to daily: Democracy is us and we
are democracy. Democracy and peace in the spirit of Shimon
Peres and Asa Kasher are the order of the day and the one,
exclusive truth. And if any heretic should consider the possibility
that it is we, the Left, who are fascists because of that "sense of
community”, which we can best develop and implement; because
of the lunatic threat of a civil war; because of the pathological
hatred which we have developed towards the ultra-orthodox
community... Furthermore, if he should consider the possibility to
further claim that we, the Left, are Bolsheviks and Stalinists due to
our identification of democracy with our camp and our depiction of
anyone who disagrees with us as enemies of the people, well, if
"anyone” like that exists, we will know how to trample him into the
dirt using measures familiar to us from the "second homeland"
period.

F. The Israeli Liberal Democracy in its War Against Jewish
Fascists and Nazis

It is doubtful that the rich, original philosophy of Professor Ya'akov
Talmon is known among "enlightened” circles in Israel. In any case,
there is no doubt that it does not command the same attention (if at
all) as do the well-articulated philosophies of Asa Kasher, Ze'ev
Sternhal, Baruch Kimmerling or Moshe Zimmerman. And it is no
wonder, as the latter all deal, directly or indirectly, but always
through academic methodology, with the systematic, intensive
denigration of what they call the "Israeli Right", in other words,
religious and ultra-orthodox communities, settlers and other pariahs
in the eyes of the Israeli-liberal. Their philosophies, ideologies and
beliefs are always presented, at best, in a vitriolic, mocking light.
Usually the comparison is with fascism and Nazism. Ya'akov
Talmon, on the other hand, deals in his research with the problem
of totalitarian democracy, the totalitarianism of the Left (which exists
alongside the totalitarianism of the "Right" but is based on the ideas
of individualism and rationalism),*® the Messianism of the secular
religion (which is much more dangerous than authentic religious
Messianism),* and the ideational absolutism of those "who view
themselves as the most enlightened in society" and therefore as
“entitlied to and even obligated to impose on the recalcitrants” their
absolute ideals.®
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"Totalitarian democracy”, according to Talmon, is the system
according to which "there is one and only one truth in politics”.*®
Clearly, that certain truth can be exchanged for another, but the
"democracy” which yesterday believed in the first truth and today
believes in the second, will remain totalitarian. This precisely
happened in Israel when the liberal incarnation of the excluswe
truth replaced, in time, its previous Socialist-Marxist incarnation.”
Today, Israeli liberals identify with the neo-liberal approach.
Whether they define it in a relevant manner or not, the point is
that in their rapid leap from socialism to post-modern liberalism,
they skipped over classical liberalism. Reading their publications
and listening to their speeches raises serious doubts as to whether
they understand this. The classical-liberal school negates the
requirement that there exists an exclusive truth in politics, but it
does not rule out the essential existence of truth. The neo-liberal
school rules out the existence of objective truth and replaces it with
subjective ideals, with totally relative priorities and narratives.
However, total relativism of that sort in the complex conditions
extant in Israel, is only useful and effective in a limited sense.
Therefore, there is an existential need to adjust and improve it, and
only then will it be appropriate for use here.

Weste n liberals in the second half of the century are very careful
about the danger inherent in the totalitarian democracy school, in
other words, about conceptual absolutism in the definition of the
term "democracy". In literature, it is repeatedly emphasized that the
term has many definitions and that numerous contradicting me an-
ings are attributed to it.*® Therefore, it is certainly possible to an ‘ve
at a totally relativist conclusion, that democracy means that which
everyone wants it to mean.’® Liberals claim that no' crily
democracy but also terms depicting its components are open to
various interpretations.*® And, in fact, numerous and contrad, .'ory
meanings are ascribed to terms like "rule of the people”, "rule of
law", "majority decision”, "minority rights", and so on. In the Sov.et
Union, "rule of people" according to the Soviet interpretation of he
philosophy of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, means the rule of the
"general will". The "rule of law" existed in that totalitarian country as
the rule of the Soviet law which facilitated the rule of the exclusive
ruling party, and guaranteed the official ideological preeminence of
the Marxist-Leninist ideology.
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Is this historical fact sufficient to negate democratic-liberal
legitimacy from terms like "the rule of the people" and "the rule of
law"? Do the instances in which the decision of the majority harms
the rights of the minority prove that the ideal of "majority decision” is
totally irrelevant to liberal democracy? The response of liberals to
questions of that sort are indecisive but are clearly relativist. Those
who achieve a parliamentary majority, they claim, will view their
decisions which harm minority expectations as democracy which
manifests itself in majority rule. Those who lose the parliamentary
vole due to their minority status will view their loss as a blow to
democracy, as its sacred principle is respect for the rights of the
minority, and in the bottom line, those demands express the
particular interests of these groups. Each group will be prepared to
demand democracy until its interests are realized, but the demands
of the groups which oppose those interests are liable to be
interpreted by the former as contradictory to the spirit of democracy
and to democracy itself *'

The Israeli scholar Zev Ben-Sira views this sort of relativism as a
real danger:

If, indeed there is no one definition of real democracy, and
the differing definitions are merely reflections of distinct
ideologies held by different groups...we have before us the
basis for severe polarization which will be unbridgeable.
Each group is apparently entitled to claim that it exclusively
represents the genuine principle of democracy. The depth of
polanzation is liable to lead the purveyors of one truth to the
conclusion that in the name of the defense of democracy it is
necessary to silence the purveyors of the other truth. If this
will actually be undertaken, the silence will not be the resuit
of a purer truth, but rather the result of the power of the
believers of one truth prevailing over the power of the
believers of the alternative truth **

The solution which the Israeli liberals found for this difficult problem
is actually quite simple. What eased the location and implementa-
tion of the solution is the fact that the Israeli "Right" in general and
the religious and ultra-orthodox in particular, were educated in a
political tradition which prevents them from claiming that they
profess democratic principles. Therefore, they, themselves, provide
one exclusive group in Israeli society (that referred to as the
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"enlightened community"), the exclusive, monopolistic right to
depict itself as "democratic” and to repeatedly attempt to silence
its opponents "in the name of protecting democracy”.

This is not to say that relativist liberalism is totally irrelevant in
Israeli democracy. The opposite is true. The creative talents of the
Israeli liberals enabled them to conceive the most advanced
effective method to achieve their objective. As a result of this (I
must admit) ingenuous invention, it is clear that it is definitely
possible to use democracy in a way that, in one case, it will function
like a liberal democracy — open and extremely tolerant — while in
another case, it will immediately transform into totalitarian
democracy which believes in one exclusive truth. In the first
irstance, not only inciters to murder, but murderers themselves, will
be treated by Israeli democracy in a manner approximating love,
while in the second instance, not only actions but every word and
expression which contradicts the spirit of totalitarian democracy will
be portrayed as an "ideological sin" and as an extremely serious
crime, and he who pronounced it will possibly even stand trial. The
unlimited tolerance of the enlightened Israeli democracy will
apparently manifest itself towards the "Palestinians sighing under
the boot of the Israeli occupation” and towards "Palestinians, third
class Israeli citizens who lack all civil rights."** The totalitarian
visage of the liberal democracy will be directed towards the Jewish
enemy residing on the other side of the societal divide.

So writes the Israeli scholar Rafael Cohen-Almagor:

Liberals claim that no one objective, "correct” ideological
scale exists, a scale which contains an optimal assortment of
ideals...Similarly, they claim that there exists no one way to
resolve conflicts between ideals. Therefore, If there Is no
objective, "correct" ideological scale to guide us, all
individuals should be allowed to arrive at their own
ideological scale and to allow enough flexibility to design a
concept of good. Tolerance ought to be adopted in order to
allow that flexibility.**

Most definitely a tolerant approach, which is apparently so
appropriate for the harsh, complex Israeli reality in which different
groups with their opposing philosophies collide with the objective of
finding "the one and only way to resolve conflicts” between their
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ideals. Does Israeli democracy really allow all individuals and all
groups in society to maintain their ideals in an equal, symmetrical
manner? Are all of the ideals extant in Israeli society legitimate from
a democratic perspective?

In order to resolve the inherent contradiction between the liberal
approach cited above and the Israeli reality (in which liberalism, if it
were symmetrical to all sides, would harm enlightened democracy
and lead to the victory of the right-wing religious fascism), Israeli
liberals "improve" Western liberalism by not starting from the
beginning but rather by starting from the end. The beginning is
unequivocal tolerance and openness. The end is the limits of
tolerance. In democratic Israel, the limits are principal, certainly as
far as democracy related to Jews.

Now, | would like to broaden the scope of the discussion and
consider an additional argument. Robert Nozick*® holds that we, as
individuals and collectively, can advance our understanding relating
to the good and ethical by allowing individuals to live their lives
according to their choice. This is true as long as the individuals
debate and consider alternatives to their paths of experience
through which they can reach their best possible lives. The primary
assumption guiding Nozick is that there exists a common basis for
dialogue which enables discussion, exchange of information and
understanding of one another. However, a common basis for
dialogue does not always exist. It could be argued that regarding
certain cultural minorities the basis for conducting discussion does
not exist.

This is because the concept of good for those minorities,
their political and cultural norms, the ethical codes which
they hold, are so different from the liberal perception (my
emphasis R.E.), that the gap does not enable dialogue and
the exchange of ideas. We sometimes avoid discussing
Issues with our opponents because we don't believe that we
can arrve at any understanding or compromise, the only
possible result of a discussion of that sort is liable to be the
granting of legitimacy to the opponent (my emphasis,

R.E.) and that result conflicts with our interests".*®
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No, the reference is not to Azmi Bishara who demands the
abrogation of the Zionist, Jewish character of the State of Israel, not
to Ahmed Tibi, nor to Yassir Arafat who has not rescinded nor will
he rescind the Palestinian Charter according to which the ultimate
purpose of the struggle is the destruction of the State of Israel. The
reference is not to George Habash whose hand, a proud lsraeli
president, shook. The direct and explicit reference in Dr. Cohen-
Almagor's book is_to the late Rav Kahana and his movement. Even
after he was murdered under unclear circumstances, there is
apparently a theoretical need to explain and justify, ex post facto,
the fact that his movement was banned. On the other hand, anyone
who claims that there is no place in the Israeli Knesset for Dr.
Bishara or any other Arab MK who collaborates with Israel's
enemies and openly incites for the murder of Jews and Arabs (land
dealers, for example) for nationalist reasons, that claimant will be
immediately depicted by Israeli liberals as a racist, fascist and Nazi,
and legal measures might be taken against him.

Cohen-Almagor in his above-quoted book, explicitly deals with
broader communities than just Kahanist groups. But the approach
which forbids interaction with those whose perception of good
differs from the liberal perception (in its Israeli interpretation),
definitely enables its application beyond the Kahanist movement. [t
is no coincidence that the other Israeli liberals do just that and
more.

For example, in this way:

It is no coincidence that all of the participants in Israeli public
life did a great injustice to Rav Kahana, his philosophy and
his movement, by highlighting his hatred of Arabs and the
ethnic cleansing element in his philosophy. The central
message in Kahana's ideology was and remains the
transformation of Israel into a theocratic state which will be
governed based on the laws of halacha, while "transfer" was
merely a by-product of this perception. The religious
community understood his intention very well and, at least,
a large number of them, were unable not to identify with his
main ambitions, even if there were partial reservations
regarding his commentaries on Judaism and his path. Most
of orthodoxy held that his intentions were desirable but that
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the actions should be left in the hands of God. The
"nationalist” religious could not deny the justness of his
cause, but they believed that the people were not yet ready
and the time was not yet ripe.*’

Not only are they fascists, those who don't believe in that zealous
liberal faith, which does not at all tolerate any idea which is not
totally consistent with it, they are even worse, they are Nazis.

"When we assume power, we will settle our accounts with those
who asserted force against us when they were in power." This
statement was not made in Israel, but in Germany; not in the
nineties but in the thirties; the person who said it, G., was not
referring to Commander Aryeh Amit but to Bernard Weis,
Commander of the Capital Police Force, who identified with the
Left... The history of the Weimar Republic, the ultimate test case for
the collapse of democracy in the twentieth century, seems
uncommonly relevant. It is not only the magic number, 1932, but
the whole phenomenon: How the enemies of democracy take
advantage of its rules with the democratic reqime powerless to
defend itself properly... One of the problems with a liberal
democracy is that it is a middle of the road government. The
extremist forces which threaten in one of the two extremes, and
they feed off of each other creating the need for each extreme to
battle the other by destroying the center. In the days of Weimar the
partnership between the extreme "Right” and the extreme Left was
an important foundation in paving the way for the collapse of
democracy. In Israel in the nineties, there is no powerful extreme
Left but the extreme "Right" has a position on the other side of the
system in the form of Hamas. This is a partnership dictated by the
situation of occupation in which Israeli democracy finds itself.*®

However, the question "who is a fascist in Israel?" is not that simple,
and the answer is not that unequivocal. Dr. Ron Breiman, a
member of the Professors for a Strong Israel, analyzed the
behavior of those he classified as the extreme Left, based on the
criteria of fascism established by Professor Binyamin Neuberger*®
and arrived at the conclusion that it is actually the Left which

exhibits many of the characteristics of that phenomenon.
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If totalitarianism exists in Israel, its source is in the Left, in the
haughtiness of the "peace" camp which denounces anyone
who dares to disagree with its opinion as war mongers.””

Anyone who relates to the expressions of the rabbis of the "liberal”
Left regarding religious Jews, ultra-orthodox, simple religious or
settlers in the West Bank and Gaza®' will reach a conclusion even
more severe than that of Dr. Breiman, and will find his own answer
to an additional question: "Who is an Israeli Nazi?"

G. Israeli Democracy Distinguishes Between Enemy and
Friend

This writer is not alone in her criticism of Israeli democracy.
Criticism of this sort is not considered at all illegitimate, on one
absolute condition, that it does not originate in inherently non-
democratic and unenlightened circles and communities. The Israeli
academic circles fulfill this condition without a shadow of a doubt,
and, therefore, the criticism of which we are speaking iIs very
common and widespread among them. In this way, Professor
Yonatan Shapira of Tel Aviv University reaches the conclusion,
while researching the political reality and the political culture in
Israel from the time of the Yishuv until our day, that "the status of
the dominant ideology in the Yishuv was close to the status that the
communist ideology enjoyed in the Soviet Union, even though
there, the politicians were aided by the enforcement power of the
State" 2 In his treatment of this situation he uses terms like Mapai's
"spiritual dominance”, "the hegemony of the party”, and the like,
and claims that groups which did not accept the ideological
(socialist) party line, which depicted itself as the party of the entire
people, found themselves "outside the dominant political-spiritual
system".”® In this way, Mapai established its exclusive hegemony
over the Zionist movement in the Hebrew Yishuv in the Land of
Israel.

However, anyone who might suppose that Professor Shapira is
referring in his above-quoted book to the political, ideological and
spiritual-cultural delegitimization by the "party of the people”, of its
political, ideological and spiritual opponents, in other words, the
Revisionists and the religious, is sorely mistaken. This is not his
intention. The reference is to those characterized by him as
"intelligentsia”.>* The reference is to "Land of Israel youth, who
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were influenced by the Zionism of negating the Diaspora and
believed in the creation of a new Jew in the land of Israel," those
who "called themselves Hebrews instead of Jews in order to
underscore their new identity and who strove to "define the people
of Israel as a secular-national society on a territorial basis".*>®* The
reference is to the "Canaanites."® Apparently, had that Land of
Israel youth, for whom the word "Zionism" became a dirty word,?”
already then, in that period, ascended to key positions in society
and politics, matters in our country would have developed in a
much more positive fashion, and if rather than the politicians, the
writers, journalists and lawyers were from the start and not only
now, the primary ideologues, then our country would have been
completely democratic from the start, in other words, would have
corresponded to the demands of the "Canaanites”. In any case, it is
not the delegitimization of the religious Jews and of the non-
religious Jews who value Jewish tradition which concerns
Professor Yonatan Shapira, on the contrary, he views them and
their philosophy as a great danger. The treatment of national-
religious and ultra-orthodox communities as enemies of democracy
could not possibly trouble the professor, as that is becoming
prevalent in Israell paolitical culture, thanks in large part to the
influence of the many writers, journalists and lawyers, since the
original sin of our democracy, in his opinion, is the treatment of the
Arab minority as an enemy.

This original sin stems, according to Yonatan Shapira, from nothing
other than the emphasis placed on the security issue by hegemonic
Mapai back in the Yishuv period, and this came to be not because
of the real threat perpetrated by real enemies, but rather because
the assumption of the management of the security-military issues
by politicians "strengthened their influence in Jewish society in the
Land of Israel".*® In substantiating this approach, Yonatan Shapira
enlists the support of Karl Schmidt, a right-wing German political
scientist. Shapira insists on commenting that:

A claim exists among commentators that Schmidt, like many
of his co-generationists, lived in the shadow of Bismarck, the
iron chancellor. Bismarck was the man who established the
German state and ruled over it. In Schmidt's eyes, and in the
eyes of many others, his will was the manifestation of the will
of the country. Therefore, Schmidt willfully accepted,
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researchers say, the leadership of another chancellor as
well, Adolf Hitler, and justified the dictatorial power which he
assumed, and many of his actions.”

Now that it is clear to us to whom and to what the learned Professor
parallels the emphasis placed on issues of military security by
politicians in the Yishuv period, let us cite his substantiation in
which he enlisted the support of Karl Schmidt:

Schmidt was involved in an effort to understand the essence
of politics. Politics, according to Schmidt's definition, relates
to one central question: the determination of who is an
enemy and who is a friend of the state. The state decides this
issue based on considerations stemming from the need to
guarantee its existence in the face of its enemies, and that is
its raison d’etat. When the state arrives at the awareness
that its enemy endangers its peace and standing, Schmidt
explained, it and its citizens must be prepared to go out and
fight it as well. Since the determination who is a friend of the
state and who is the enemy is the essence of politics (for
Schmidt, politics and state are identical terms), all other
problems of society — economic, social and ethical — are
subservient to this basic determination.®”

And then Yonatan Shapira summarizes the almost obvious parallel
which he made between the political reality in the Yishuv period and
Nazism and claims that:

Politics at the last stage of the Yishuv period busied itself
more and more with the distinction between foe and friend,
and assumed that this decision of the Yishuv obligates all
Jewish residents to be prepared to fight against those who
were declared enemies (my emphasis, R.E.). In the Yishuv
society, the parties took upon themselves the authority to
determine who was an enemy and who was a friend, and
when it was appropriate to battle against the enemy. The
nation wanted a state and was prepared to go to war in order
to get it. This nationalist society, controlled by the parties,
achieved sovereignty in 1948.°"

The nistake of establishing a colonialist (and apparently Nazi)
staie, according to Yonatan Shapira’s presentation of the facts,
stems, therefore, from the erroneous distinction between foe and
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friend. If Ben-Gurion and his party had understood then (as it is
understood today by post-Zionist writers, journalists, lawyers and
academicians), that the real enemies are the "antiquated Jews" (the
religious and those who support Judaism in Israeli society), in
contrast to the "new lIsraelis” (the "enlightened community” which is
continuing the lifework of the "Canaanites"), then perhaps, Prof.
Shapira would not have opposed Karl Schmidt's approach and
would not have drawn a parallel between politics during the Yishuv
period to Nazism. Perhaps there would have been no need for
quotes and parallels, even in academia and in post-Zionist circles
within it, because then the State of Israel would not be in existence
and Zionism would have been forgotten as if it never existed.

But in reality, things happened as they happened, and deteriorated
even more after the Six Day War. "The military security policy which
relied on the national-religious tradition, strengthened the status of
religion in lsraeli society, and accelerated the process of its
Judaization®® (my emphasis, R.E.). In the course of time, an
effective weapon in the war against the Judaization of the State of
Israel was developed. The weapon is democracy. To those in the
know, the use of this weapon has a long tradition and a deep
historical connection to the war against both Judaization and Jews.
It is just that in former times, this sort of treatment of the Jewish
problem was not really considered democracy, at least not in the
eyes of the enlightened world. Azmi Bishara, one of those in the
Know, in @ much more organized and open manner than Prof.
Yonatan Shapira, explained the job of democracy in the State of
Israel, in an interview which he granted to Aryeh Shavit.®® He does
not rule out, he said, a temporary solution of two states for two
peoples. However, this solution can be only temporary, because
democracy requires that the essential framework be bi-national.

And there can be a possibility of two political entities, each of
them democratic (democratic according to Azmi Bishara
means certainly not Zionist and not Jewish — R.E.) ...In any
case, for every Palestinian, the land must all be Palestine,
and for every Israeli, it must all be the Land of Israel.

With one caveat, of course, that "no settler can remain in the
territories. A Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza will be
unable to tolerate even one settlement." And the full right of return
for all Palestinian refugees, in other words, not only to the
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Palestinian state which will be established. And certainly to put an
end to Zionism, "the strange story of Zionism", and to finish with all
of the Jewish ultra-orthodox and ultra-nationalists since:

...the old Zionism...went bankrupt...but now, in its place, a
new far-reaching process is transpiring, the Zionization of the
ultra-orthodox and the trend towards religion of the right.. .the
result will be the development of a new bloc...I call it Jewish
fascism.*

Azmi Bishara is not alone in characterizing Jews in thalt way and
not only he defines the term "democracy” as a total alternative to
Judaism. Today that approach is mainstream in our country, and,
therefore, the ultra-orthodox and the seftlers are "extremists”
(meaning anti-democratic fascists and Nazis), while Azmi Bishara's
party ran for the Israeli Knesset in order to struggle for democracy
from within.

To the extent that you return to your Biblical roots and to faith
in the land of your forefathers, you transform Israel into a
crusader state, but | am not willing to wait hundreds of years
for Saladin. | think that someone who wants to wait Is
someone who does not want to do anything for himself and
expects history to work for him and solve his problems.
Therefore, for me, Saladin is not an option. As far as I'm
concerned, no such option exists.?

At the beginning of his above-quoted book, Prof. Shapira relates to
the distinction which exists in literature between politics which
relates to society as consisting of community interests and politics
which relates to society as a moral community.

A moral community is guided by ideals in which its leaders
and members are supposed to believe and act accordingly.
A society based on community interests, on the other hand,
consists of interest groups with the role of politics being to
guarantee that society (or the state) works in favor of those
Interests.

In a democratic regime, the legitimacy of politics of
community interests is the democratic-liberal idea. According
to this idea, the state must work towards satisfying the
desires and wishes of the groups and individuals among its
citizenry. The objectives of the state are determined by the
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civilian society, and they dictate to the political system its
goals... In a liberal democracy, when the parties and the
political elite represent interest groups, the task of the
politicians is to find a way to respond to the conflicting needs
of as many groups as possible in order to gain their
support.®®

This is the relevant presentation of the liberal-democratic approach
which Prof. Shapira used in order to prove that both in the Hebrew
Yishuv in the Land of Israel and during most of the years of the
existence of the State of Israel, politics was nothing other than
undemocratic moral politics.

This writer might agree, to a certain extent, with this claim of
Yonatan Shapira if it was referring to the politics of the left-wing
parties vis-a-vis the "Right" and the national-religious and ultra-
orthodox communities. But as we have seen this is not the case,
but rather the opposite is true. It is precisely the moral and
ideological delegitimization of those groups which seems to him
totally insufficient. These are the anti-democratic forces which
cause the Judaization of the State of Israel and, therefore, have no
right to exist in our so-called liberal democracy, which is the private
domain of the "enlightened community", referred to by Justice
Barak.

| don't know if the scholarly professor is aware that his philosophy
totally contradicts the liberal-democratic approach which he himself
presented at the beginning of his book. But | have no doubt that the
Israeli "Right", especially the national religious and the ultra-
orthodox, have internalized the totalitarian-democratic outlook
which the "enlightened community” developed and inculcated into
their awareness, and are completely ignorant of the fact that liberal
democracy actually served them and the entire Israeli nation
residing in Zion.%” It serves the moderate and radical Left as well,
even Prof. Shapira and Yossi Sarid, because in a tofalitarian
democracy which distinguishes between friend and foe - the friend
being Azmi Bishara and Yassir Arafat, and the enemy being the
Jew faithful to tradition and the Israeli people, to the Torah of Israel
and the Land of Israel — we do not all have the right to exist.
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Summary

In academic literature, the traditional claim is that democracy is an
undefined concept which has numerous contradictory definitions.
This is also true of "liberal democracy”. Fania Oz-Sulzberger
describes the situation in this way:

Liberal democracy is often perceived as a combination which
overcame its rivals and the limitations of its components.
There are those who view it as the (with emphasis on the)
victorious ideology of the modern era. There are those who
see it as a comprehensive system which is above all
ideologies, and the key to the organization and ordering of
different and contradictory world-views.®®

It is appropriate to point out that even those who prefer one
ideological approach (of the two described above), they interpret it
according to a neutral model and do not intend to delegitimize the
competing ideology (for example, the conservative or neo-
conservative ideology in the United States). And even if those
who disagree with this approach, claiming that neutrality among
liberals is only a "masquerade” and it is actually an ideology like
any other, precisely the need to use this costume speaks for itself.
Its meaning is that it is impossible to profess liberal democracy
while at the same time negating the legitimacy of other ideologies
and philosophies.

This is the way in which the problem under discussion is presented
in Western academic literature, and sometimes even in Israeli
academic literature. However, wonder of wonders, when it comes
to public discourse — that which takes place in the Israeli media —
the tables are turned and it becomes apparent that the alleged
liberal democracy is ideological tyranny which fundamentally
rejects any thinking which does not fall into line with the power
centers and the hegemony of the common Hebrew liberal from the
school of the Left.

This, in the famous spirit of tolerance of familiar democracies and
ideclogies:

"Popular democracy” of the Eastern bloc and the Third World
viewed itself as the fulfillment of an ideal, as it relied on
economic equality, abrogation of the right of possession and
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social hierarchy. Its attack against "bourgeois", "capitalist”
democracy was based on the Marxist critique of political
liberalism.®®
The Israeli experience shows that the above-cited example is just
one specific example of fundamentally anti-democratic use of
democratic concepts.

Prof. Eliezer Schweid, in his book Post-Zionist Zionism, wrote:

In the wake of the Six Day War, a movement of return to
Jewish roots awakened in Israeli society, and its various
manifestations lingered longer than the exhibits of national
enthusiasm which were aroused by the war — on the
contrary, they increased after the Yom Kippur War.. . How-
ever, simultaneously, a reverse trend which gained momen-
tum in the eighties began, and eventually succeeded in
overcoming the longing for Jewish roots: The polarization in
the confrontation over religious Zionism and "religious
coercion”, and the polarization of the controversy over the
"whole Land of Israel" caused the elevation of liberal
democracy and its system of principles to the status of a
comprehensive philosophy which shapes the personal
identity and way of life of the secular Left. This was the
alternative response in the battle against Jewish reli-
gious identity on the one hand and national identity on
the other (my emphasis, RE.).
There is no doubt that this development led to the
"discovery" that there apparently is a contradiction between
Israel’'s Jewishness and its democracy...
Liberal democracy was now portrayed not as an ethical
structure and framework of a political regime, but rather as a
comprehensive philosophy and way of life. The outlook of
the secular Left came into focus as a demand that the neo-
liberal principles...not only limit and create a framework for
dialogue, but subordinate the religious and national
ideals to it (my emphasis, R.E.). The intention is that
democracy dictate the social-cultural public way of life in
the State of Israel.”” (my emphasis, R.E.)

In Westemn countries and the United States, circles with totalitarian

ideologies who often speak in the name of democracy and

liberalism exist. In general, these are the various Marxist and
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neo-Marxist circles which are unable to profess an ideology of that
sort openly due to well-known historical circumstances of the end of
this century. Nevertheless, in Europe and America, no real danger
exists to democracy on the part of the radical Left circles as they
are unimportant, esoteric fringe groups whose influence is limited to
one department or another in one of the universities. Noam
Chomsky and his circle of foolish adherents are an example of this.
The strength of American democracy deeply rooted in the tradition
of Anglo-Saxon liberalism is enough to neutralize the danger of the
Left which attempts to conceal its totalitarian objectives with a
transparent mask of alleged democracy.

In case of an increase in the potential external threat to the country,
American democracy, in times of emergency, knows how to stifle
radical left-wing movements in their formative stages, by banning
them. Not so in our case. The Arab MK Azmi Bishara openly
preaches for the destruction of the State of Israel, declares his
candidacy for prime minister and is rewarded with the over-
whelming support of the radical Left. Another extreme case is the
addition of MK Hashem Mahmid to the Security and Foreign Affairs
Committee of the Knesset. Bishara, who utilizes the tools made
available to him by Israeli democracy in order to destroy Israel from
within, was the one who blatantly incited the Arabs of Gaza o
murder Jews during the intifada and thereafter. Therefore, that
which is referred to as liberalism in Israel is nothing more than a
method of granting full legitimacy to forces which threaten the
existence of the State of Israel from without and within. Radical Left
circles which were once on the fringe here as well, gained control
first of the general Left and subsequently of the so-called "Right". In
an extensive, fundamental process of brainwashing they suc-
ceeded in imposing upon the public a complete system of Orwellian
semantics. The next stage is to shift from theory to practice. The
perennial indoctrination bore fruit. A long line of political failures
attests to this fact:

Camp David — Madrid — Oslo — Wye Plantation. As a result,
democracy according to the fringe school of the totalitarian Left,
that same evil spirit possessing the Jewish people throughout the
twentieth century, has emerged from its hole, eroded the national
existential purpose, and presented itself as the alternative to
Zionism, nationality and Judaism.
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This article would not be complete without a comment regarding the
process of defeatism and of loss of substance which the Israeli
"Right" has undergone — the process, which they euphemistically
call "pragmatization”, God forbid. This pragmatization led the Likud
governments to implement in practice the political ideology of the
Left. Consequently, behind the mask of right-wing prime ministers,
in fact, the genuine rule of the Left is hiding. It is doubtful whether
the leadership of the "Right", which never was accepted by the
country’s elite (and it is questionable whether it was ever accepted
by the general public), is aware of this.

The acquiescence of the "Right" was so complete that it even
adopted the semantics of the Left and, therefore, failed in its
attempt to create a reasonable public discourse. Furthermore, not
only was it unsuccessful in "finding a place in the hearts", but it
quickly became the subcontractor for the implementation of the
policies of the radical Left on the national level. This resulted in its
failure to maintain the Land of Israel and in its willingness to
establish a Palestinian state — something which until recently was
anathema and was tantamount to national destruction.

The "Right" failed without being aware of it, in the primary battlefield
In the post-modern age: the battlefield of “the struggle over the
creation and attribution of meanings and definitions to the words
and concepts which mark the central phenomena of our lives.””

Is it really the Left alone which is responsible for the failure which on
the bottom line is our common failure? Isn't the upshot of all this
that we need a New Right? Both Jewish and democratic; religious
and secular; committed to the Land of Israel on both the rational
and emotional level; believing in the historic right of the people of
Israel to Zion and unembarrassed by its faith, its patriotism and its
belief in the Jewish heritage. A New Right, which speaks in
concepts used in the Western world but does not relinquish the
eternal, sacred concepts of its nation. A New Right, which when it
comes Into existence, will facilitate the retum of the Left to its
historic activism in building the State.

We must retum to ourselves, "Right" and Left. To return, despite the
differences between us, a difference which we must not allow to
create a chasm of hostility. We must rip the mask of deceit from our
lives, the lie of "democracy" of the artificial, totalitarian liberal
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school, which wreaks havoc on our existential purpose. We shall
overcome and prevail. We will prevail, with God's help, on our own,
with the help of a free and courageous spirit, freedom of thought
and a rational analysis of the historic situation®
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IDEOLOGICAL TYRANNY
IN THE GUISE OF DEMOCRACY

Recently, the trend, both in academic literature and in practice,
towards portraying democracy as a comprehensive alternative to
the Jewish and Zionist character of the State of Israel is becoming
more and more apparent. Thus, anti-Zionist and, essentially anti-
democratic circles use the concept "democracy” in order to destroy
the character of the Jewish State which was established through an
arduous and bitter struggle in the wake of the Holocaust. In
contrast to other historical instances in which the manipulation of
democratic tools led to the destruction of democracy, in the present
Israeli circumstance, anti-democratic forces which portray them-
selves as the personification of democracy, employ democracy in a
manner which not only brings on its own destruction but the
destruction of the State of Israel as well. Thus, in an extremely
consistent manner, the flight of Jews from Judaism in the Land of
Israel, in direct, overt cooperation with the declared enemies of the
Jewish People, finds its cruel expression.

Dr. Raya (Raisa) Epstein received her doctorate in Political
Science and Philosophy from the University of Moscow. Dr.
Epstein, a frequent contributor to Vativ, has published widely in
Israel and abroad, specializing on the subject "Totalitarianism: Its
Ideological, Cultural and Political Foundations”.
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Executive Summary

The political process transpiring in the Middle East since the Madrid
Conference (November 1991), and with greater intensity since the signing
of the Oslo Accords (September 1993), is referred to by many as "the
peace process’. Its essential characteristic, as defined by American
Presidents Bush and Clinton, is the principle of "territory for peace”. In
other words, it is incumbent upon Israel, the sole democracy in the Semitic
domain, which occupies 1/500 of the area occupied by the Arab countries,
to relinquish the one commodity which it is lacking — territory. The Arab
tyrannies, on the other hand, are being asked to deliver in return the sole
commodity of which they have none — peace. Consequently, from the
State of Israel’'s perspective, a radical step is being recommended; one
which is liable to bring Israel to the threshold of peril, as the withdrawal to
the 1967 borders or to their proximity, will restore Israel to the situation from
which it was forced to launch a preemptive strike in order to free itself from
the "Auschwitz borders” (as Abba Eban characterized them at the time).

Thus, Israel is the first country in history defeated by terrorism which was
transformed from being a tactical nuisance to a strategic threat. The
establishment of a Palestinian state on the outskirts of Tel Aviv is designed
to serve as a springboard for the destruction of the Jewish state. This is
the open, declared intention of the Arab world as it manifests itself in the
"phased plan" adopted by the Palestinian National Council in its session in
Cairo in June 1974. The plan was ratified by the Arab League (at the
initiative of the then President of Egypt, Anwar el-Sadat), and con-
sequently it obligates all league members.

In Oslo, the Israeli government signed an agreement with a "criminal
organization” - as defined then and now by Israeli law - which was, at the
time of the signing and remains today, committed to the destruction of the
State of Israel as defined by its name: the "Palestine Liberation
Organization”; by its constitution, "The Palestinian Charter”; by its political
platform, "the phased plan" which portrays the state as a springboard for
the destruction of Israel by the Arab countries; by the constitution of Fateh
which is the dominant element in the nascent Palestinian state and its
anticipated ruling party; and also by its emblem, which is a map of the
entire western Land of Israel with no trace of Israel.
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Therefore, immediately upon its establishment, the Palestinian state will
act according to its constitutional, political and religious commitments.
The first four steps which will be taken by "Palestine" upon its establish-
ment will be to:

1. Set its borders to correspond with the 1949 cease fire lines (the June
4, 1967 borders).

2. Sign military cooperation agreements with the Arab countries in
order to facilitate the "phased plan" and to draft a regular army.

3. Execute a campaign of ethnic cleansing of Jewish settlements in
Judea, Samaria and Gaza.

4. Take steps towards the implementation of UN resolutions 181
(partition borders) and 194 which obligates Israel to repatriate the
1948 war refugees.

It is worth noting that the Palestinian state will be the beneficiary of
massive support from the international community for sections 1, 3 and 4
as the "partition borders" are the only borders recognized by the UN.
Furthermore, the UN declared that the Jewish settlements in Judea,
Samaria and Gaza violate the Fourth Geneva Convention, therefore
defining the settlers as "war criminals" and, repeatedly sanctions the 1948
refugees’ "right of return”. As for section 2, the Israeli contention that Israel
will demand the demilitarization of the Palestinian state is not only without
foundation in international law, but, practically, even if it so desired, Israel
lacks the capability to enforce it.

The return to the 1967 borders will effect a series of failures, among them:
The loss of 70 percent of the water supply in a semi-arid state: loss of
strategic assets in Judea, Samaria and the Golan resulting in the
concurrent loss of its nuclear deterrence; loss of American support;
Israel has already been transformed from a strategic asset to a "political
liability"; loss of the national raison d'état since the willingness to relinquish
Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria the cradle of the Hebrew nation and the
very foundation of Zionism will empty Zionism of its content; loss of an
opportunity to establish an Israel-India-Turkey axis which might have
rendered impotent the most dangerous development in the geo-strategic
alignment: Muslim hegemony in the Middle East. Each of the above
failures, standing alone, poses a serious threat, in tandem they will
position Israel on the threshold of oblivion®
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YITZHAK RABIN:
“...PALESTINE WILL RISE UPON THE
RUINS OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL.”

The principle of national self-determination as
proffered by the Israeli Arabs, is nothing other
than an ideological cover for the constant,
unchanging Arab demand to destroy the State of
Israel and establish an Arab state in its place.

Hans J. Morgenthau'

“Secular, democratic Palestine” will rise upon
the ruins of the State of Israel... A Palestinian
state...will be a time bomb which will draw the
Arab world into war.

Yitzhak Rabin®

The Arabs foster the separate Palestinian
nationalism and the myth of “restoring the
rights of the Palestinian nation” within the
territory of the State of Israel and in its stead, in
order to destroy Israeli nationalism. The
Palestinian national demand is designed to
abrogate the existence of the State of Israel
and not to coexist with it peacefully.

Shimon Peres’
A. FOREWORD

The political process transpiring in the Middle East ever since the Madnd
Conference (November 1991), and even more vigorously since the signing of the
Oslo Accords (September 1993), 1s referred to by many as a “peace process”
whose essence, as characterized by the US presidents George Bush and Bill
Clinton, 1s the principle of “territonies for peace”. In other words, it is incumbent
on Israel, the sole democracy in the Semitic domain, whose area totals 1/500 of

" In his book Politics Among Nations.

Pinkas Sherut (Hebrew), Tel Aviv, 1979, p. 583; Ma'ariv, February 10, 1989

Shimon Peres, in the chapter “Infrastructure for Peace and Secunty”, Ka'et Machar (Hebrew),
(trans.: Tomorrow Is Now), Tel Aviy, 1978, pp. 215-261.
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that of the Arab countries, to divest itself of the one and only commodity that it
lacks: territory. The Arab tyrannies, on the other hand, must provide in return the
sole commodity of which they have none: peace. From the standpoint of the
State of Israel, therefore, it 1s a radical move that is liable to place the Jewish state
on the verge of existential danger, since withdrawal to the 1967 borders or to a
line proximate to them will return Israel to the situation from which it was forced
to stage a preemplive war so as to liberate itself from the “Auschwitz borders™ (as
they were characterized by Abba Eban at the time) — except that the situation
today is much more grave than the one that existed on the eve of the Six Day War.
This is for at least three reasons:

a. Israel 1s being pressured to embrace a time bomb — in the form of a
Palestinian state on the outskirts of Greater Tel Aviv,

b. The firepower in Arab hands and the range and accuracy of their weapons
(especially in the area of ballistic missiles) have grown immeasurably since
1967.

¢. Since 1967 the ratio of the military balance between the IDF and the Arab
armies has increased in Israel’s disfavor from 1:3 to 1:5.

On the other hand, not only has the size of the territory remained as it was but the
density of the population within it has doubled, an unparalleled danger
considering the escalation in the level of weaponry of mass destruction in the
possession of Israel’s enemies.

For these reasons (to which many others could be added), the Israch national
consensus. until recently, totally negated the principle of “territories for peace”
and withdrawal from the Golan Heights, Judea, Samaria, and Gaza, When
President Carter suggested his support for the territorial solution for the Arabs of
Eretz Israel’ by adopting the Arab interpretation of UN Resolution 242, then-
Prime Mimister Yitzhak Rabin reacted sharply, in a manner unimaginable today:

President Carter’s statement regarding the withdrawal to the 1967 borders
1S very grave...it is lacking in both truth and a clear understanding of the
facts. This is a vital issue for Israel, and the president’s statement, which
hurts Isracl’s position, should be viewed very severely. [ cannot agree to
this. The response on this issue is explicit, penetrating and unequivocal:
no!”

Shimon Peres viewed any withdrawal from “the liberated territories of Eretz

Israel” (in those words) as an existential threat to Israel. At the comerstone-

laying ceremony for the city of Ariel, Peres stated:

* Eretz Israel, in this context, refers to the territory between the Jordan River and the

Mediterranean Sea.

In anoantervrers stk Tiev Goldstemn, Ma’ariv, March 18, 1977.
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The lack of minimal territorial domain will place [Israel] in a situation of
total nondeterrence...and will create an unconquerable desire in the Arabs
to attack it from all sides and obliterate the Jewish state.”

Peres absolutely rejected the idea of a Palestinian state in his book Tomorrow is
Now.” He writes:

During a war, the borders of the Palestinian state will serve as an ideal
springboard for mobile forces to immediately breach Israeli defenses
towards the infrastructure vital to Israel’s existence, to limit the freedom of
action of the Israeli Air Force in Israeli skies, and to shed the population’s
blood through “masses of artillery positions™ proximate to the border. In
the absence of defensible borders, Israel will be annihilated in a war.
(Emphasis added.)

In an article appearing in the Jerusalem Post, he wntes: “A Palestinian state
means...missiles at the gates of Jerusalem.. terrorists along the main arteries of
our existence.”™

Amnon Rubinstemn, former minister of education and now a prominent member
of the ultra-left Meretz Party, spoke in even more caustic terms:

Since the days of Dr. Goebbels, there has never been a similar case in
which the interminable repetition of a lie produced such plentiful results,
and among all the Palestinian lies there is no greater, more overwhelming
lie than the one demanding the establishment of a separate Palestinian state
on the West Bank.”

Meanwhile, however, the politicians quoted above have undergone a 180-degree
about-face, and from a position of rejecting the return to the 1967 borders and a
Palestinian state, the three — along with what 1s referred to as the “Israeli peace
camp” — have been transformed into passionate supporters of “territories for
peace” and the establishment of such a state.

Rabin and Peres explained the tumabout in their political paths by citing the
“changed circumstances™ — rebus sic stantibus — in the world in general, and in
the region in particular, stemming from the end of the Cold War. Yizhak Rabin,
it 1s true, admitted that in the name of peace “Israel will be required to make
heavy and painful sacrifices,” but from a historical perspective the price would be
worthwhile since:

®  The remarks were published i an interview with Hagai Eshed, Davar, June 27, 1975.

=

ibid., Peres.
N

Jerusalem Post, Apnl 24, 1975

See his article, “Palestinian Lies™, Ha'aretz, July 30, 1976
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It 1s our obligation to view the new world as it is today; we must join the
Journey toward peace, reconciliation, and partnership that is racing forward
all over the globe. .. the entire region has started down the path to peace and
we must not miss the train.'"

Peres frequently speaks of the “winds of conciliation and peace that are blowing
in the Middle East”. In his book The New Middle East, he foresees an
economic triangle, modeled after the Benelux countries. consisting of an Isracli-
Jordanian-Palestinian federation. In Peres’ federation, a “free, democratic,
thriving and constantly changing” government will rule; “the increase in the
standard of living and the sweeping economic changes will turn Gaza into the
Hong Kong of the Middle East.” Peres’ miracle will result from the combination
of Saudi money and Israeli technology.

According to the newborn Peres, the “territories under Israel’s control not only do
not enhance Israel’s security but serve as a stumbling block to peace by creating
tension between the Jewish state and its neighbors.” International guarantees in
general and those of the United States in particular will, in his opinion, ensure the
proclivity for peace in the Middle East and halt Islamic fundamentalism by
creating a coalition of pro-Western countries based on stable regimes such as
Saudi Arabia, the Gulf Emirates, Egypt. Jordan, and Syria.

Israel’s role in the process is clear. “Heavy and painful sacrifices”™ means the
irreversible loss of the Jewish homeland - the cradle of the Hebrew civilization
and the rationale for Zionism — which are simultancously strategic assets of the
first order.

In contrast to Israel, the Arab side of the equation is to receive everything that is
offered at this point and, in return, sign a lengthy series of documents. Since this
situation is historically unprecedented (with the exception of agreements signed
under strategic abuse, i.e.. the Munich Agreement in October 1938 or the
capitulation of France in 1940), it is imperative to examine carefully whether the
“New Middle East” is in fact a durable concept. Have the Arabs “started along
the path toward peace™, and is their readiness to accept Israel in the region not a
strategic fraud, but rather an “authentic step toward peace with Israel on the part
of those Arab countries, like Jordan and Egypt, that have reached the conclusion
that they cannot overcome Israel in a war™?"'

This paper aims to analyze the claims of the supporters of the “peace process™ in
an unbiased manner, in other words, without the self-deception apparatus that is
so characteristic of Jewish radicalism, which sees in reality only what it chooses
to see.

""" Yitzhak Rabin in his speech to the Knesset, September 22, 1995, during a deliberation on the

ratification of the Oslo agreements,

""" Binyamin Netanyahu in his speech to the Knesset marking the agreement with Jordan, October

26, 1994.
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“Clash of Civilizations™: Dominant Trends in the Middle East

Three central processes have characterized the Middle East over the past two
decades and even more vigorously since the demise of the Soviet Union and the
end of the Cold War: the proliferation of the arms race, especially non-
conventional weapons; the struggle for hegemony; and Islamic extremism.

The Proliferation of Weapons and the Struggle for Hegemony

The bipolar world alignment was based on the hegemony of the two
superpowers, which exercised uncontested leadership. In an alignment of that
sort, where the respective treaty orgamzations held great centralized power, the
individual country had very limited maneuverability. Furthermore, in an era
when the threat of nuclear holocaust existed, self-restraint as embodied in the
principle of MAD (mutually assured destruction) took on even greater
significance. This awareness of the possibility of a nuclear holocaust led to
the establishment of a system of technical coordination between the two
superpowers, such as the “red phone”™ (hot line) between Moscow and
Washington, and of doctrinal coordination, that 1s, a mutual understanding that
weapons of mass destruction and the means of their deployment, namely, ballistic
missiles and long-range bombers, would not be supplied to unstable regimes,
especially those in the Third World. The bipolar world was, therefore, a sort of
insurance policy for the survival of the human race.

With the dissolution of the Warsaw Pact, which marked the end of the Cold War,
the superpower hegemony ended. However, whereas the American sphere of
influence includes, primarily, the democracies of the Christian West, Moscow’s
former protectorates outside of the Communist bloc are mainly the Islamic
countries: Iran, Iraq, Syria, Sudan, Libya, and Egypt (the latter achieved
relatively independent status even before the collapse of the Soviet Union).
Excluding Sudan and Libya, these are key countries in the Muslim world. All
four have declared their aspirations for hegemony in the Semitic domain and all
four are prepared to achieve their goals by the use of force. The Iran-Iraq War,
Syna’s occupation of Lebanon, Iraq’s conquest of Kuwait, the threat of Iranian
expansiomism in the Gulf region, and the massive Egyptian investments in
preparing its army for war with Israel attest to this.

With the collapse of the superpowers’ strategic consideration, which was the
basis of their restraint in arming their allies, the commercial consideration has
become more significant. The far-reaching reduction in NATO mulitary
expenditures threatened the collapse of the weapons industry. The severe
financial crisis in the former Warsaw Pact countries increased the value of one of
the few commodities that these nations could market: weapons. The Middle
East, consequently, was inundated with weapons from East and West, sometimes
by dumping prices below cost. Even though the decline in oil prices that began
in the 1980s minimized the purchasing power of the countries of the region, the
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Middle East quickly became the focus of worldwide weapons sales. During the
1990s, on average, the region was on the purchasing end of 42% of all weapons
sales worldwide, twenty times the world average.'* The largest increase occurred
after Operation Desert Storm, which provided a significant advantage to
American weapons sales to Kuwait, Saudia Arabia, and primarily Egypt. This
was the case regarding conventional weapons, which had been supplied primarily
by the former Eastern bloc. In the realm of non-conventional weapons, which
were supplied primarily by the West headed by Germany, the increase was a good
deal more dramatic. The ballistic capability was provided mostly by North Korea
and China, but the relatively cheap and available technology for the production of
mis-les based on the technology of the Soviet Scud series enabled Iraq. Iran,
Lib 4. and Syria to develop, produce, and upgrade their own missiles.”” The
dimensions of the effort by the Arab countries and Iran to supply themselves with
chemical and biological weapons, along with the means to launch them, place
them today in third place worldwide in this regard, after the United States and
Russia. The lethal capability of the anthrax germ is roughly equivalent to the
nuclear destructive capability of the atom bombs dropped on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, definitely sufficient for wars in the Middle East where the distances are
relatively short. As a result, even if the Middle East does not go nuclear in the
immediate future, the chemical and biological weapons in Arab hands are
sufficient to neutralize Israel’s nuclear deterrent and to create a locus of potential
danger unparalleled since the end of the Cold War.'*

Furthermore, already today, three NATO capitals, Ankara, Athens, and Rome are
in ballistic-missile range of Syria, Egypt, and Libya. With the completion of the
development of the Shihab-3 in Iran, half of Europe will be within this missile’s
range, and in 2005, according to Pentagon assessments, Iran and North Korea
will have the ballistic-missile capability to threaten America’s West Coast. Just
for example, had Israel not destroyed the Iragi nuclear capability (though not the
potential) m 1981, or if Iraq had had the ballistic-missile capability to threaten
southeastern Europe, it is highly questionable whether Turkey, Greece, and Italy,
whose citizens would have been the hostages of an Arab despot, would have been
prepared to join President Bush's coalition on the eve of the Gulf War. One need
not possess an extensive imagination to envision the Middle East under the
hegemony of a Saddam Hussein-like ruler who controls the Kuwaiti oil reserves,
and the global ramifications of such a situation. Although Hussein was stopped
in time, the trend established by the president of Iraq is gaining momentum in a
manner directly proportional to the escalation of ballistic- missile capability.

According to statistics of the US Congress; see “World Military Expenditures 1997

For details see Ballistic Missile Defense: The Threat and the Response, ed. Arich Stav,
Brassey's (UK) Ltd., 1999

See Dany Shoham, "Chemical and Biological Terrorism: An Intensifying Profile of a Non-
Conventional Threat", Ariel Center for Policy Research, Policy Paper No. 43, 1998,
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Islamic Extremism

Islamic extremism, which has spread from the Iranian center since the Khomeini
revolution in 1979, has especially thrived in Sudan, Algeria, Egypt, Lebanon, and
among the Arabs of Eretz Israel. This is not the forum for a lengthy discussion of
the characteristics of Islamic extremism (mistakenly referred to as “Muslim
fundamentalism™).  Basically, this phenomenon is a spontaneous, authentic
reaction of a unified, powerful civilization well aware of its massive scope (a
billion adherents) that is anxious about the disintegration and loss of values in the
face of the globalization of the Western system of values. C onsequently, on the
theological-political level, its two major enemies are America — “great Satan”,
and Israel, “the dagger in the heart of Islam”, or “little Satan”.

Nevertheless, it must be clearly stated that the assumption according to which
“Islamic fundamentalism is supported by poverty and therefore raising the
standard of living will facilitate its demise” (Shimon Peres), beyond being total
nonsense that lacks any basis in reality, is an affront to a civilization (any
civilization) that is counted on to sell out its values, its moral ethos and cultural
code for a “mess of lentils” in the form of an increase in standard of living in the
Western sense of the term — in other words, “microwaves. Internet, porno, and
soap operas” as Sheikh Nasrallah, the spiritual leader of the Hizbullah in southemn
Lebanon, described it in an interview with a French newspaper. If there was any
truth to the claim that a direct proportion exists between standard of living and
Islamic fundamentalism, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and the Gulf Emirates should all
be thriving, modern democracies, since their per capita GDP is ten times that of
Syria and roughly equal to those of Western Europe. Syria, on the other hand.
should be submerged in the darkest depths of fundamentalism. Needless to say,
the diametrical opposite is true. It was Hafez el-Assad who asphyxiated twenty
thousand members of the Muslim Brotherhood in Hama with cyanide gas in 1982
out of concern about Islamic subversion.'”> On the other hand. anyone who
violates the laws of the Sha ria — Islamic law — in Saudi Arabia runs the risk of
execution, Iran descended into the arms of Khomeinism from its previous status
as a country oriented toward the West, whose standard of living was then among
the highest in the region.

The three trends described above, each one individually and especially in tandem,
are liable to create the critical mass of a threat to world peace, more severe than
that which was extant during the Cold War era. Consequently, it is no wonder
that they arouse deep concemn in the West. In remarks made by Margaret
Thatcher marking the fiftieth anniversary of Winston Churchill’s famous Fulton
speech, which laid the foundations for the Marshall Plan and NATO, the former
British prime minister cautioned the West that the Islamic genie poses a greater

""" For details see Amnesty Intemational Report for the year 1982, New York, 1983
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threat than that posed by the Soviet Union at the height of the Cold War.'®
Washington and Moscow, despite the ideological rift between them, spoke the
same language in the context of a common civilization, with the hot line between
the Kremlin and the White House as its manifestation. This phenomenon is
totally absent in a situation described by the American historian Samuel
Huntington as The Clash of Civilizations. In an article of the same name that
appeared in Foreign Affairs, the author has bleak expectations from a culture
whose “borders are marked in blood.” The article made unprecedented waves
and became a comnerstone of think tanks in the West about the strategic process in
the Middle East.

Bernard Lewis, one of the foremost Orientalists of our generation, writes:

We are facing a phenomenon of state-of-mind and intellectual movement
which go far beyond the issues on the political agenda of governments.
We are dealing with nothing less than a clash of civilizations. an irrational
reaction perhaps but doubtlessly a historically significant reaction of an
ancient adversary against our Judeo-Christian heritage from the past and
against our secular existence.'’

Because of the West's huge military, technological, and economic gap relative to
any potential Islamic coalition in the foreseeable future, the “clash of
civilizations™ is not yet upon us. For Isracl, however, the situation is clearly
different.

B. ISRAEL: “THE PEOPLE SHALL DWELL ALONE™'

The pinnacle of faith is the jihad.
The Hadith"

The Arab world's longstanding effort to erase Israel from the map is anchored in
a system of considerations intrinsic to the relations between the Jewish state and
the Arab nation in general and Egypt in particular. As a result, the jihad (holy
war) as the overriding principle of Islam, together with the long-term strategic
interests of Egypt, form the dual basis for understanding the process of strategic
abuse that is designed to force an Israeli return to the 1967 borders, thereby
facilitating its destruction.

= Margaret Thatcher, "Islam — Source of Penl to the West", Nativ, No. 3. 1966.

Sec Bernard Lewis, “The Roots of Islamic Rage”, Atlantic Monthly, September 1990

'*  Numbers, 23:9.

The Hadith is a collection of traditions, opinions, sayings, and deeds attributed to the Prophet
Mohamed and his companions, compiled and published in the ninth century.
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The Israeli Anomaly

The jihad ethos is a fixed situation in the declared war on the outside
world, . .until the realization of its ultimate destiny [which is] the Islamization of
all of the people in the world... Until that day arrives the jihad will remain an
immutable obligation of the entire Muslim community. The upshot of this is that
the existence of Dar al-Harb (the House of War) is essentially illegal according
to Islamic law.””

A practical ramification of the precept of jihad is the division of the world
between Dar al-Islam (the House of Islam). the consecrated realm consisting of
all of the territories in which Islam’s rule is uncontested. and the rest of the world
that has yet to be conquered and is therefore appropriately called Dar al-Harb.
Dar al-Islam ranges over twenty-two countries of the Arab League (not to
mention the other Islamic states), from the Atlantic Ocean to the Persian Gulf —
an area twice that of Europe — in which Islam reigns unchallenged and in which
almost every religious or national minority that has sought autonomy has been
destroyed or oppressed. In the spacious Semitic domain there exists only one
non-Islamic sovereign entity — Israel. As if that violation of the jikad ethos was
nsufficient, in all of their attempts to obliterate the Zionist entity the Arabs were
routed on the battlefield — an unbearable, stinging affront to a culture that
worships war as an ethos and violence as a principle.

Consequently, Israel is an anomaly that refutes the principle of jihad, since,
despite its existence in Dar al-Islam, it is at one and the same time an extreme
manifestation of Dar al-Harb. As a result, the standard sobriquets for the Jewish
state, such as “a cancer in the body of the Arab nation™ or *“a dagger in the heart
of the Arabs™ might grate on the Israeli ear, but they are perfectly accurate from
an Arab perspective. It is not Israel’s borders that are the cause of the Arab
hostility — a claim seemingly contradicted by the fact that Isracl occupies only
about 1/500 of the territory of Dar al-Islam — but rather its mere existence. This
point was elucidated by PLO spokesman Bassam-abu-Sharif: “The struggle
against the Zionist enemy is not a matter of borders but relates to the mere
existence of the Zionist entity.”™'

The Palestinian Charter, which represents the essence of the jihad principle in
political guise, is also the canonized document through which the Arab nation
comes to terms with the Israeli anomaly in the attempt to return Palestine to Dar
al-Islam. Thus, the Charter proclaims the unity of the nation and the land.
fundamentally rejects the legitimacy of the Jewish state, and calls for pan-Arab
cooperation in the armed struggle to extirpate Israel. The Charter was never
amended, not to mention abolished. The show staged for Bill Clinton in Gaza. in

" Majid Khadduri, War and Peacc in the Law of Islam, Baltimore. 1965
Kuwait News Agency, May 31, 1996.
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December 1998, was nothing but a cynical farce played for the media with the
full consent of the American president and ridiculed by the Palestinians
themselves.

Egypt and the Israeli Wedge

Egypt, the leading country in the Arab world, is the prime candidate to assume
the mantle of hegemony — 1f not Nasserite pan-Islamism, then at least pan-Arabic
hegemony — thanks to its large population (62 million people), double that of
Algeria or Sudan, which rank second in the Arab world in terms of population; its
cultural primacy; and now, especially, thanks as well to its large army with state-
of-the-art Western weaponry. Its geographic location, controlling the Suez Canal
and the entrance to the Red Sea, grants it a clear strategic advantage. However,
Egypt’s main problem in terms of regional hegemony is its geographic separation
from Asia by the Jewish state, thrust as a wedge between it and the Arab nations
to the east. Hasnein Haikal, one of the most articulate of the Egyptian
intellectuals, expressed it well:

Israel wants to serve as a barrier between Africa and western Asia, and that
1§ the reason...the heart of the conflict [is] between Egypt's national plan
to forge ties with the Arab bloc and Israel’s plan to sever those ties.... As
long as the peace agreement does not take that into account, peace will not
be realistic.”
The Egyptian aitempt to reach the Saudi oil wells through Yemen in 1963; the
standing Egyptian claim on Eilat and the western Negev:™ its Uncompromising
position regarding the stretch of sand called Taba based on the principle that
Sadat never tired of repeating: “up to the last granule of sacred Arab land™: the
Egyptian media’s persistent rendering of the map of Israel as “a dagger in the
heart of the Arab nation” dividing the two parts of the Semitic domain. or “a

dagger in the heart of the nations”,” are testimony to this.>*

The Egyptian attempts to wipe the Jewish state off the map in 1948 and 1967
failed. Furthermore, as a result of the Six Day War, Egypt lost the Sinai Desert,
in other words, its territorial geostrategic asset and its launching point in its war
with Isracl. With the return of Sinai in the context of the Camp David agreements,
Sadat — Hitler’s diligent student and admirer, one of the most vitriolic anti-
Semites in the Arab world and one who understood the inferiority complexes of

“ In an interview with Rouz-al-Yusouf, May 18, 1992 (notably, the weekly Rouz-al-Yusouf is
Mubarak’'s mouthpiece). See Yohanan Ramati, "Egypt The Encmy Behind the
Smokescreen”, Nativ, No. 4, 1993,

See Yossef Bodansky's article, “Mubarak’s Wedge: The Negev as Casus Belli’, Nativ.
November 1997.

" “Messer ins Herz der Volker”, as translated by Der Spiegel, from an interview quoting
Mubarak, June 22, 1995,

Isracl has never appeared on official maps in Egypt. In the Geographic Atlas of the Egyptian
Ministry of Education, instead of Israel, “Plundered Palesiine™ appears.,
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Israel’s leaders so well — conceived the long-range strategic plan to return Israel
to what he was wont to characterize as “its natural size”. Sadat internalized well
the principle expressed by Shimon Peres when referring, at that time, to the 1967
borders: *“Without defensible borders, the country will be obliterated in war.”
reflected in the formula that Sadat repeated constantly: “It is incumbent upon us
to return Israel to its 1967 borders; the remainder will be accomplished by the
next generation” — leaving no doubt as to the nature of the objective resting on
the shoulders of the “next generation™.

Egypt's strategic goal is supported by a comprehensive, coordinated system of
tactical steps that for schematic convenience I shall divide into four:

a. Construction of a military force and preparations for war;
b. Establishment of the “Palestine Liberation Organization™:
c. Political hostility designed to invalidate Israel’s international legitimacy:

d. Brainwashing and “anti-Semitic incitement of a scope unparalleled since
the late Middle Ages, the ‘black centuries’ of Czarist Russia and the Nazi
era in Germany”.**In this paper, I shall address only points a and b.%’

C. CONSTRUCTION OF A MILITARY FORCE AND
PREPARATIONS FOR WAR

The Egyptian case is characteristic of the trends in the “New Middle East”
Egypt, with a per capita GDP of less than $1,000, is one of the poorest nations in
the Third World. In 1990 Egypt was on the brink of collapsing under a mountain
of external debt that totaled close to $50 billion and equaled, at that point, its
gross national product. Cairo was on the verge of declaring bankruptey, as it was
unable to repay the interest, not to mention the principal. In that year, an
exceptional opportunity to escape its economic entanglement presented itself
when President Bush offered comprehensive relief of Cairo’s external debt in
exchange for Egypt’s agreement to join the coalition against Iraq in Operation
Desert Storm. The sweeping remittance, the most comprehensive enjoyed by any
country since World War II, totaled $29.5 billion, and Egypt was the beneficiary
2% .ut‘i.l;ﬁﬂmmcmnzud by Bemard Lewis in hus article “Yishmael's War with the Jews”, Nativ, March

For material on points ¢ and d, sce the series of studies by Bemnard Lewis, Rivka Yadlin,
Raphael Israeli, and Arich Stav as follows: Bemard Lewis, Semites and Anti-Semites.
London, 1988, Rivka Yadlin, An Arrogant, Oppressive Spirit - Anti-Zionism and Anti-
Judaism in Egvpt, Jerusalem, Zalman Shazar Center, 1988; Raphacl Isracli, Peace in the Eyes
of the Beholder, Berlin, New Yok, Amsterdam, Mouton Publishers, 1987: Arich Stav, Peace:
The Arabian Caricature, A Study of Anti-Semitic Imagery. Jerusalem, Gefen Publishers,
1999
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of a most convenient payment schedule for the balance of its debt as well. At that
point, its extensive cooperation with Iraq in the development of weapons of mass
destruction was “forgotten™.

However, the remittance of debts and the comprehensive aid that Egypt received
from external sources did not help very much, if at all. As the New York Times
economic correspondent wrote in 1996:

Egypt’s economy remains as it was, in other words, totall y ravaged and it
is nothing more than fertile ground for fundamentalism. All attempts at
industrialization have totally collapsed, the government bureaucracy is the
paradigm of ineffectiveness, sloth and massive hidden unemployment.
Schools there furnish masses of ignoramuses for the non-existent labor
market...”"

Moreover, fortunately for Egypt, it is the only country in the Middle East totally
without any strategic threat to its territorial integrity. Libya and Sudan are
certainly impotent in posing a threat to Egypt and there is a peace treaty with
Israel. Consequently, Egypt’s situation since Camp David resembles those extant
in NATO countries subsequent to the dissolution of the Soviet Union and the end
of the Cold War. Concurrent with the dramatic decrease in the potential strategic
threat, the Western countries cut their military expenditures significantly and set
their defense budgets at 2% or 3% of the GDP.

One would thus have expected Egypt to follow in the footsteps of the NATO
countries, cutting its military expenditures drastically and directing the limited,
meager resources at 1ts disposal to enhancing the prosperity of its citizens. In
practice, the diametric opposite transpired.

The Camp David agreements deprived Israel of an important strategic/economic
asset, the Sinai Desert. The Israeli loss was Egypt’s gain as it received a most
significant power multiplier. Yet the prize for its willingness to receive Sinai was
comprehensive American military aid totaling $1.3 billion dollars per annum,
earmarked for the purchase of American weapons systems, and for upgrading its
army based on Western military doctrine — in other words, the elimination of
Isracl’s “qualitative edge”. Within a decade, Cairo’s military expenditures
skyrocketed and are now estimated at $14.7 billion dollars per annum — 28% of
the Egyptian GDP (1997).*" Since the official statistic generally cited, which
serves Israel as testament to Cairo’s commitment to peace — $1.7 billion™ — is
totally fictitious, the following is the real basis for reckoning Egypt’s military
expenditures.

.

New York Times, June 3, 1996
* See Shawn Pine, “Egypt's True Defense Expenditures: 2.7 or 14 Billion Dollars?, Ariel Center
for Policy Research (ACPR), Policy Paper No. 6, 1997,

See the 1997 Middle East Military Balance, Jaffee Center for Strategic Studies.
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Egypt's armed forces number more than a million soldiers, of whom 421,000
serve in the regular army with a similar number serving in a paramilitary
alignment consisting of border police (12,000), national guard (60,000), internal
security apparatus (325,000) and more. To this number (over 800.000). a quarter
of a million reserve soldiers should be added. A schematic calculation of the
expenditures for defense and security in modern armies equipped with Western
weaponry 1s done on the basis of cost per soldier (division of the military
expenditures by the number of men in uniform). For example, the cost per
soldier in the US armmy is $135,000, a relatively high amount, due to its
expensive strategic systems. In the NATO armies, the average is $100,000 per
soldier. In the IDF, which is considered a poor army by NATO standards, the cost
per soldier is approximately $40.000 (depending on the calculation of the number
of reserve soldiers who are in operational mobilization). Since the Weapons in
use in the Egyptian army today are Western in every sense, and since the costs of
those systems are known to a great degree of exactitude, it is possible to estimate
to an equal degree of accuracy Egypt’s military expenditures on the basis of the
number of men in uniform. Even if we greatly minimize the cost of both the
paramilitary units and the reserve forces and set the basis for calculation
according to only 600,000 soldiers, underestimate different values such as lower
wages and so on, as well as set the cost per soldier at just $25,000, extremely low
in Western terms, the final result will be $14.7 billion, or 28% of the GDP (for
1997). This statistic is characteristic of a country at war.

There is no need to elaborate on what could be accomplished with an annual
mvestment of more than $12 billion (the sum that would be saved if Cairo
appropriated its funds as the Western countries did after the end of the Cold War
and according to its strategic needs) as opposed to diverting such wealth to the
black hole of the next war.

Syria 1s another case that underscores the trend toward escalation of the arms
race, which is, seemingly. strategically senseless for “a country which has opted
for peace as a strategic decision™ (Shimon Peres). Syria’s economic situation is
even worse than Egypt’s. According to World Bank publications of 1998, for the
first time in many years, Syria’s per capita GDP has dipped well below $1.000.
Yet, like Egypt, Syria diverted all $5.5 billion that it received in the wake of its
participation in the Gulf War to an intensive armament effort, especially in the
realm of weapons of mass destruction and ballistic missiles. Syria purchased
production lines for the Scud-C missile from North Korea. Damascus is in the
early stages of a comprehensive program to construct underground silos for the
storage of anti-aircraft missile systems. The ballistic-missile alignment in Syria is
already estimated at one thousand missiles that cover most of Greater Tel Aviv.
In deliberations conducted during Assad’s visit to Moscow in early July 1999,
Russia agreed to a far-reaching remittance of the Syrian debt, estimated at
approximately $12 billion, in exchange for the extensive purchase of weapons,
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primarily T-80 battle tanks and squadrons of MiG-29 fighter planes. Indeed, a
clear Syrian response to Peres’ claim that “peace with Israel is a strategic decision
of President Assad.”

A Palestinian Protectorate

[t is worth noting that the “PLO", “Palestinian rights”, and the principle of the
“Palestinian state”, even if they are not Cairene creations from start to finish, are
manipulated by it for its strategic needs in the struggle with Isracl. The
Palestinian state, when it is established, will be largely an Egyptian protectorate
and a very significant catalyst in Cairo’s aspiration for hegemony in the Middle
East. Consequently, it is no wonder that the idea of a *“Palestinian state” is
greeted with blatant displeasure among the other Arab countries, which see
through the Egyptian intentions very well. Assad is the least enthusiastic of all
about the idea of a Palestinian state and indeed categorically rejects this
possibility, since for him “Palestine” is southern Syria. His hatred for Arafat
needs no substantiation (all of the terrorist organizations that are hostile to Arafat
and constitute the “Rejectionist Front™ are based in Damascus), and it is he who
repeats at every opportunity that there is no such thing as the “Palestinian nation™,

The Jordanian opposition is also obvious. The overwhelming majority (close to
70%) of the Jordanian population is Palestinian. The establishment of an
independent state west of the Jordan will quickly lead (with Egyptian
encouragement) to the delegitimization of the Hashemite dynasty. For this
reason, over the years the late King Hussein repeatedly claimed that “Jordan is
Palestine™ and made certain to butcher the Palestinians at every attempt at
subversion. In September 1970, which eventually became known as Black
September, Hussein's loyalists slaughtered seventeen thousand Palestinians —
men, women, and children — in a series of atrocities no less vicious than the
massacres perpetrated time and again by Assad in Syria and Saddam Hussein in
Iraq. However, Israel’s decision to recognize the PLO spoiled Hussein’s plans
since Jordan could not allow itself to be perceived as less pro-Arafat than Isracl.
The Jordanian monarchy had no choice but to join the bandwagon supporting the
establishment of a Palestinian state with an Egyptian orientation.

Thus the PLO, which was established in Cairo in 1964, that is, before the Six Day
War, was totally unrelated to the negation of the “rights of the Palestinian nation”™.
Abd-el Nasser candidly depicted his establishment of the PLO as a tactical step.
part of Cairo’s long-range strategy for the destruction of Israel. Arafat is a Cairo-
born Egyptian; the “Phased Plan”, the political platform for the destruction of
Israel, was adopted in June 1974 in Cairo under the direction of Sadat. who
foisted 1t on the Arab League three months later; the “legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people™ Sadat imposed on Begin at Camp David; all of Arafat’s
decisions since Oslo have been taken in Cairo under the close supervision of
Mubarak.
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The PLO has been assigned three functions:

a. Internally: terrorism, as murderous as possible, in order to bring about the
decimation and demoralization of the Jewish public; this, in an attempt to
transform terrorism from a tactical nuisance into a strategic threat;

b. The establishment of an independent territorial entity in Eretz Israel to
serve as a springboard for Arab countries in their future war: this,
according to the Phased Plan;

c. Negation of the legitimacy of the State of Israel by reducing it to the
partition borders on the basis of UN Resolution 181;

As of this publication (December 1999), Arafat has completely achieved his first
objective, most of the second objective, and is energetically striving to implement
the third.

a. Terrorism: From Tactical Nuisance to Strategic Threat

Israel is the first country in the modemn era to capitulate to terrorism and act
according to its dictates. Yitzhak Rabin, well aware of the strategic potential of
terror, declared to members of his party in Rehovot: “These supporters. ..of the
granting of self-determination to the Palestinians are in fact abetting terrorism, the
PLO, and constitute a security threat to Israel.”™' His signature on the Oslo
agreements accomplished precisely what he foresaw in this statement. In the
space of two years, from September 13, 1993, the date on which Oslo I was
signed, to the signing of the interim agreement (Oslo 1) on September 28, 1995,
Arab terror claimed 164 fatalities. The “era of peace™ escalated terrorism by
265% relative to the period of the intifada and by 745% relative to the previous
decade, which was the era of open war on Israel by the terrorist organizations.
By factoring in those murdered abroad and on the Lebanese border (294), the
total number of Jews murdered in terrorist actions since the establishment of the
state through September 1995 comes to 1,150. In other words. two years of
“peace” claimed more than 38% of all of the victims of Arab terror in the history
of Israel > Although it is well known that Arafat is not only responsible on the
ministerial level for the murderous acts perpetrated by his subjects but indeed
personally directs the terrorism, this “leader of a terrorist gang, who has murdered
more Jewish men, women, and children than anyone since Hitler” (Yitzhak
Rabin, describing Arafat following the March 1978 massacre on the Tel Aviv-
Haifa Coastal Highway), has become an ally of the Jewish state,

According to a report in Ma'ariv, August 3, 1986,

History Department of the IDF, Arab and Islamic Terror, Jerusalem, 1995. The statistics are
for the second half of 1995, courtesy of the IDF spokesman.
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b. The Phased Plan
The Phased Plan was adopted by the Palestinian National Council, as mentioned
above, in Cairo in June 1974. The crucial section as defined by paragraph 8 of
the plan stipulates that:
Once it 1s established. the Palestinian National Authority will strive to
achieve a union of the confrontation countries, with the aim of completing
the liberation of all Palestinian territory, and as a step along the road to

comprehensive Arab unity.

The Phased Plan as a constitutional decision obligating the Palestinian National
Council is unceasingly mentioned in speeches delivered by Arafat and other
leaders of the Authority. For a while now, the resolute demand has gone far
beyond Judea, Samaria, and Gaza as they were pledged in the Oslo agreements
and today already calls for forcing Israel to the partition borders. As for control
of Judea, Samaria, and Gaza, the Arabs now have de jure control of 42%
(according to the Wye agreements). Yet de facto, the PA controls 90% of the
territories because of its foothold in the areas defined as Area B. in which
administrative control belongs to the PA but military control is in Israel’s hands.
Since this 18 a one-way process, in other words, territories defined as Area C
(under total Israeli control) become Area B and then Area A (total Arab control),
Israel invests nothing in Area B since it only possesses it on a temporary basis.
The Arabs, aware of this situation, do as they please in Area B. Since Area B
includes, for all intents and purposes, all territories in Judea, Samaria, and Gaza
that have not yet achieved Area A status, with the exception of those areas within
the fences of the settlements, some of the roads, and the army bases (i.e., Area C),
there 1s substantial justification for the joy expressed by Abu Mazen, a senior
Fateh offical and close adviser to Arafat, who triumphantly declared that in the
wake of the Wye agreements “90% of territories in the West Bank are in our
possession.” The Wye agreements, which were designed to provide the basic
conditions for the existence of the nascent Palestinian state — in other words,
territorial continuity — in practice, transferred Judea, Samaria, and Gaza in their
entirety to Arafat. Hence, the Arabs have practically (the formal confirmation

will soon follow) achieved the basic objective of the Phased Plan.
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¢. Political Delegitimization
Contrary to conventional wisdom, the negation of Israel’s legitimacy in its

present borders is not a product of Israel’s “conquest” of the Golan, Judea,
Samaria, Gaza, and Jerusalem® during the Six Day War, but rather of its
“conquests™ in 1948 at which point the cease-fire borders, which by definition are
tentative, were delineated. The only borders recognized by the international
community are the partition borders of November 1947 (UN Resolution 181).
The precedents set by the evacuation of Sinai, the transfer of territories in Judea,
Samana, and Gaza to Arab hands, and the Israeli willingness to withdraw from
the Golan Heights have created a favorable atmosphere for a diplomatic
campaign to force Israel back to the partition borders. Indeed, already on March
21, 1999, Arafat met with UN Secretary-General Kofi Anan and demanded that
he convene the General Assembly for a session to discuss Israel’s violations of
Resolution 181. On April 28, 1999, the Palestinian National Council raised the
demand for the establishment of a Palestinian state within the partition borders
and compliance with UN Resolution 194 of December 1948 concerning the right
of Palestinian refugees to return to their homes.

After a series of meetings that Arafat conducted with officials in Europe, the
European Union, with the vigorous encouragement of Germany, the dominant
power in the EU and holder of its rotating presidency, declared its support for the
Arab demand. As a preliminary gesture of goodwill to Arafat, the German
ambassador in Israel publicized a demand to internationalize Jerusalem by
transforming it into a corpus separatum, based on the partition borders. (Those
alert to historical ironies should note that in the same month Germany dedicated
the Reichstag, transforming it into Germany's official parhiament in Berlin, the
new/old capital of the Reich.)

The UN Human Rights Commission, a prestigious and influential body, passed a
resolution in its annual session in Geneva on April 27, 1999, calling for self-
determination for the Palestinian nation on the basis of Resolution 181, and
demanded that Israel comply with Resolution 194. On July 2, as a direct
conclusion of the Geneva Resolution, President Clinton announced at a press
conference that “the refugees should be able to settle wherever they want to

According to the “accepted” definition, Jerusalem is divided into 2 sections. the “Fastern” (for
the Arabs) and the “Western” (for the Jews). However, this definition is misleading. There is
only one Jerusalem, The Etermal Capital of Isracl, the Cradle of the Jeswish People and the
raison d’étre of Judaism, which is commonly called “the Old City”. This is the site of the
Temple Mount, Zion and the City of David. “All the rest of what is referred to as Jerusalem,
constructed since the 19th century, are, in fact, suburbs of Jerusalem. In their request for
sovereignty in Eastern Jerusalem the Arabs, who understand the historical and moral aspect
much more than the Jews, are trying to cut off the Jewish state from its historical heart.
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live,” ie., flooding the Jewish state with millions of Arabs. On July 15, the
UN General Assembly, in a special session in Geneva, adopted a sweeping
resolution accusing Israel of violating the fourth Geneva Convention forbidding
the transfer of population to occupied territories. Although the public perception
was that the resolution referred to Jewish settlements in Judea, Samaria, and
Giaza, there can be no greater mistake, since the reference was to all occupied
territories, that is: including those territories “occupied™ in 1948. The Israeli
claim that Resolution 242 supersedes 18] 1s baseless, since the UN never
officially abrogated 181. On the contrary, 181 1s repeatedly mentioned in UN
documents (although these references are ignored by the media). Based on this
exact principle, the Arab League, led by Egypt, raised the issue of 181 in its
session in early September and demanded that the UN implement it forthwith.

Thus, the political process called in Orwellian fashion “peace process” constitutes
the diametric opposite of the Israeli reality, circumstances, and interests, which,
as usual, relate to the very roots of the Jewish state’s existence.

Strategic Abuse

The grave process described above has its ongins in a series of circumstances.
Some are objective, such as the loss of Israel’s status as a strategic asset of the
United States in the Middle East with the collapse of the Soviet Union. Some are
intrinsic to the national ethos of the Jewish people, such as their exceptional
talent for self-deception. Both of these manifest themselves in the process of
strategic abuse that Israel has been undergoing over the past decade.

Strategic abuse transpires when a nation collapses under the critical mass of an
external threat with which it 1s unable to cope. In this situation, the raison d ‘état,
the spiritual and physical purpose of national existence, disintegrates. From a
certain point, a process of self-destruction begins that manifests itself in gradually
worsening stages of demoralization eventually leading to collaboration with the
enemy.

The enemy, if he is sophisticated enough, will not take any radical action, i.e.,
war, but instead completely utilizes the strategic abuse in order to minimize the
danger posed by the designated victim, until all that is left of the threatened
country 1s an empty shell. At that point, there is usually no need to use force.
The exhausted entity, which has lost its existential purpose and survival instinct,
falls into the enemy’s hands like ripened fruit. This schematic description, which
is designed to evoke memories of the elimination of Czechoslovakia from the
map on March 15, 1939, is transpiring before our very eyes, albeit more slowly,
** Both Clinton’s statement and the UN resolution in Geneva had full support on the media level.
An article in the New York Times on July 16, 1999, discussing the President's statement,
remarked: “The President’s comment aroused a wave of eriticism in Israel in which hundreds of

thousands of Palestinians scattered throughout the Middle East seek territory now occupied by
Israel...”
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in today’s Jewish state under the semantic euphemism “land for peace”. a phrase
that never left Hitler's lips so long as he had yet to acquire all of the territories
that he demanded.

Arafat’s unceasing threats concerning a “bloodbath next to which the intifada will
seem like child's play, which will transpire unless Israel fulfills the Oslo
agreements” are an illustration of this. The well-orchestrated declarations of
Hafez el-Assad on the one hand, and Hosni Mubarak on the other, about the
impending war unless “peace” is achieved and Israel “evacuates the sacred Arab
land until the last grain of sand” are additional illustrations. Israel long ago
internalized the threat mechanism, and the “peace process” is now a system of
concessions designed to prevent the realization of the Arab threat. A blatant
example of the semantic expression of the defeatism of peace was found in the
explanations offered by Binyamin Netanyahu and Ariel Sharon after returning
from the signing of the Wye agreements. When asked about the considerable
concessions, they replied: “We had no choice because the Arabs would have
abandoned the peace process.”

An external threat can function in two modes. One is in inspiring national unity
in the face of danger. In that case, the most outstanding characteristics of the
threatened nation come to the fore. Individual interest is superseded by the
common good. Individuals, by being willing to make sacrifices, create a very
significant power multiplier. This was clearly exemplified by Israel on the eve of
the Six Day War. The weeks before the outbreak of war were utilized for
unifying the ranks, the social rifts were healed, at least temporarily, and the
people prepared to defend their country. The IDF, the people’s army in its most
profound sense in those days, waged a preemptive strike despite the enemy’s 3:1
manpower advantage and achieved one of the greatest battlefield victories in
modern history.

The other type of reaction to an external threat is the demoralization of the public,
deceit by false messiahs, defeatism, and self-deception, ultimately leading to
collaboration with the enemy. In this situation, the principle of “mental block”
emerges (as Rabin charactenized Israeli blindness on the eve of the Yom Kippur
War), which means, primarily, selective vision regarding the enemy’s intentions,
misinterpretation of reality, and a compulsive addiction to the mantra of “peace”
in the hope that the mere mention of it will transform it from ideal to reality. The
following is but one of many examples:

In his speech before an assembly of the Jerusalem branch of the Fateh Youth (on
Sunday, November 15, 1998), Arafat spoke of the impending establishment of the
Palestiman state. He emphasized that in his remarks about the Palestinian
homeland he meant the entire “Palestine”, whose capital is Jerusalem and which
he “will defend with rifles”. Arafat quoted a verse from the Koran in which Allah
decreed “destruction upon the Children of Israel”. Arafat repeatedly mentioned
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the “Hudeivia peace”, which symbolizes the deception of the enemy through the
signing of a false peace treaty. The Fateh constitution, which was first published
a few months earlier, was distributed to the participants in the assembly. It was
emphasized that this is the constitution of the Palestinian state that will be
established. The constitution explicitly declares that its supreme objective is the
“destruction of the Zionist presence in Palestine”™.

On Monday the 16th, all of the Arab newspapers in the PA published Arafat's
speech in great detail. On the following day. excerpts were published in the
Hebrew press.

The Anel Center sent a copy of Arafat’s speech, a blatant declaration of war and
a grotesque violation of the agreements signed by the PA, together with the Fateh
constitution to the Prime Minister’s Office and to the central committees of all of
the political parties. The only one who took the trouble to respond with explicit
understanding of its significance was Rehavam Ze'evi of Moledet, who
denounced “Arafat’s impertinence™ and called to “immediately freeze all actions
in accordance with the spirit of the Wye agreements™.

No reaction was forthcoming from Prime Minister Netanyahu’s office (as usual).
The Labor Party spokesman responded by saying that Arafat’s remarks were
intended for internal consumption and should, therefore, not cause undue
excitement. The Meretz spokesman responded by saying that Arafat’s remarks
were no different from statements made by the Israeli right demanding all of
Jerusalem (sic) and all of Eretz Israel. The other parties (Likud, National
Religious Party, Yisrael Ba'aliya, Third Way, Gesher) were clueless concerning
the topic in question. The most typical response came from the office of the
spokesman of the Foreign Ministry: “What's the big deal? We've heard much
worse things from Arafat in the past.”

As mentioned above, the objective of the strategic abuse, referred to as the “peace
process™, is to bring about Israch withdrawal to the 1949 cease-fire lines as a first
step toward its physical liquidation. If this next step is consummated, what will
be the results?

D. THE PRICE OF WITHDRAWAL

Without defensible borders the state will be
abliterated in war.

Shimon Peres

This emphatic pronouncement by Shimon Peres, which until recently was a
fundamental tenet of Israel’s strategic thinking, has ramifications far beyond the
military. It is a tapestrv interwoven from numerous components that together
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constitute the price that Israel will be forced to pay for allowing the establishment
of a Palestinian state. Loss or concession of any of these components separately
would result in a grave but manageable threat. Their combination into one
aggregate will place Israel on the verge of existential danger. For example,
theoretically, Israel could overcome the resulting lack of water by transporting
water from Turkey; the military threat from the Palestinian state itself is
secondary; the Palestinian demand to contract Israel into the partition borders can
be deflected diplomatically, and so on. However, only an insane country would
rely on a third party for its water supply; the Palestinian state is not intended to
battle Israel alone, but to serve as a launching point for a comprehensive war; the
diplomatic struggle is a lost cause since Israel will have no allies in it, and so on.
Furthermore, fifty years of existence and five wars were designed to neutralize
those precise dangers; why recreate them ourselves?

I. The Loss of National Existential Purpose

One of the gravest phenomena in the demoralization process in Israel is the de-
Zionization of the public debate, which manifests itself, first and foremost, in the
alienation of the territorial component of Judea, Samaria, and Jerusalem. These
“territories” happen to be “the cradle of the Hebrew nation, the historic existential
purpose of Judaism, and the one and only rationale for Zionism™ (Menachem
Begin). Without them, all that will remain of the Jewish nation’s yearnings for its
homeland will be pure territorialism. And if it is merely territorialism, then the
American exile is certainly preferable, for there is no question that New York is
much safer and Los Angeles more fascinating than Tel Aviv. The painful
abandonment of Judea, Samaria, and Jerusalem (see footnote 28) in 1947, with
the acceptance of the partition borders, following the Holocaust — the darkest
chapter in Jewish history — was accepted only in the spirit of “ein breira™ (no
choice) in order to obtain a tract of land; “A Place among the Nations”, as defined
by Binyamin Netanyahu in his book by the same name, for the survivors of the
Second World War. Nevertheless, the longing for these areas was and remains a
central component of the national consensus. No one elucidated this better than
David Ben-Gurion:

No Jew has the privilege to cede the right of the Jewish people to the land.
No Jew has that authority. No Jewish organization possesses that power.
Not even the entire Jewish nation alive today has the liberty to relinquish
any portion of the land. This is the night of the Jewish nation throughout
the generations, a right which cannot be repealed under any circumstances.
If Jews in any given era were to announce their abandonment of that right,
it 1s beyond their power and authority to negate that right from future
generations. No concession of that kind can obligate or commit the Jewish
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people. Our right to this land — the whole land - is eternal, and until the

realization of the complete and total redemption we shall not abandon our

historic right.*”
To willingly cede Judea, Samaria, and Jerusalem — Zion — will empty Zionism of
Its content and Israeli nationalism of its existential purpose. To abandon the
Jewish settlements in Judea, Samaria, and Gaza under Arab sovereignty will
essentially constitute the formation of ghettos and the creation of an exile within
Eretz Israel by the Jews themselves. The dismantling and evacuation of the
settlements will mean the displacing of Jews by Jews from Eretz Israel and the
compliant adoption of the Nazi principle of Judenrein in the Hebrew homeland.
In either case it will be a fatal blow to the Jewish national ethos.

2. The Loss of Strategic Assets

As pointed out above, the liberation of portions of the homeland in the Six Day
War provided Israel with a power multiplier of decisive significance in the form
of territorial strategic assets without which Israel will not have the ability to exist.
Right after the war, in June 1967, President Johnson asked the head of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, General Wheeler, to draw him a map of the minimal borders
required for Israel’s survival. The map. known as the “Joint Chiefs of Staff
Map”, served as the basis for the definition of “secure and recognized
boundaries” in UN Resolution 242 of November 1967. It includes most of
Judea and Samaria, all of the Golan Heights (before the evacuation of Kuneitra in
1974), in addition to 5,000 square kilometers in Sinai that would enable the
defense of Eilat and give Israel control of the entrance to the Red Sea in Sharm e-
Sheikh.

Thus, already today. Israel possesses less than the minimal territory required for
its defense, as determined thirty-three years ago. Withdrawal from the remaining
territorial assets to the 1967 borders, especially considering the present levels of
armaments in the Arab world, will rob Israel of the ability to defend itself. The
details of the strategic and logistic challenges confronting the IDF as it is required
to withdraw from Judea, Samaria, Gaza, and the Golan Heights and of the
dangers facing Israel are enough to fill a thick volume. It is worth briefly noting
that in the IDF military doctrine, western Israel and the Golan are one organic
unit. Consequently, withdrawal to the 1967 borders will cause a collapse of
Isracl’s military doctrine concerning the future battlefield. From a purely logistic
perspective, with the population density in Israel, there is insufficient space for
the deployment of the army at its present size not to mention firing ranges and
training areas. The ground-based early warning capability, a decisive component
of the army’s readiness in case of a surprise attack, will be critically diminished
because of the topography of the area. The airborne alternatives (AWACS or J-
STAR platforms) can offer only a part of the early warning capability provided by

** In his speech before the 22nd Zionist Congress in Basle, 1946,
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ground facilities and are so expensive and vulnerable that, in terms of cost
effectiveness, it is doubtful, considering the topography and the surface of Eretz
Israel, that they could prove effective.”®

Withdrawal to the 1967 borders and the establishment of a Palestinian state will
undermine the balance of power between Israel and its immediate neighbors
(Egypt, Syna, Jordan, and the army of the Palestinian state). This situation will
“arouse an uncontrollable desire within the Arabs to destroy Israel,” according to
Shimon Peres as quoted above,

3. The Loss of the Moral Status of a Besieged Nation

A basic tenet 1n international law, founded on the principle of justice (ex iniuria
non oritor ius — a right cannot result from an unjust deed), establishes that an
aggressor defeated in war has no right to claim ownership of the territory that it
lost, for if that were the case, it would encourage aggression and render the very
principle of justice a mockery.

Behavior of that sort would be tantamount to providing a guarantee to
every potential aggressor that even if his attempted aggression fails, all of
the territories which he might have lost in his attempted aggression will be
automatically returned. A rule of that sort would raise the insanity to an
absurd level — there is no such rule.”’

As a consequence of this tenet, the Axis countries in World War II lost extensive
territory. Germany alone lost eastern Prussia, Pomerania, Silesia, the Sudeten-
land, and Alsace-Lorraine. Egypt’s loss of Sinai in the Six Day War was based
on the same principle of intermational law. Ceding Sinai to Egypt was,
consequently, not only a strategic blunder that destroyed, once and for all, any
chance Israel might have had to become a regional power, but violated the basic
principle of justice and served as a precedent for the contraction of Israel back to
the cease-fire lines of 1949. Relinquishing to Damascus the Golan — a Synan
launching point in attempts to destroy Israel during three wars and countless acts
of terrorism — will not only be an act of encouraging Arab aggression, but an
admission that the Arab claim that Israel was the aggressor in all of its wars is
accurate. In that way, the moral basis for Israel’s right to defend itself will be
undermined.

4. The Loss of Nuclear Deterrence
Proponents of withdrawal to the 1967 borders proffer Israel’s nuclear deterrence
potential, primarily the principle of MAD as a guarantor of its existence. The
logic supporting this claim is that specifically within borders that rob Israel of its
conventional deterrence capability, the danger level will be so high that Israel will
be left wath no alternative other than to put its finger on the nuclear trigger. The

" For details see Edward Saar, "Judea and Samaria and Modern Arms”, Nativ, No. 3. 1990,
" Julius Stone, Israel and Palestine, London, 1981, p. 52.
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Arabs, who are expected to be aware of this, will likely internalize the danger that
they would incur if they were to attack Israel and will therefore refrain from doing
s0. In this way, peace will come to the Middle East.™

This theory, apparently ungrounded (if for no other reason than the profound
desperation that it reflects), errs in the understanding of the nature of nuclear
deterrence based on the principle of MAD. Not only does nuclear deterrence not
obviate the need for conventional deterrence, on the contrary, it is totally reliant
on it. “Nuclear holocaust™ is not a military term but rather a moral-theological
concept, and MAD — in other words, preparedness to commit national suicide — is
an untenable situation and must be prevented by the conventional-warfare
alternatives.  For this reason the two superpowers, which ranged over entire
continents and were armed with the most superior conventional weaponry, never
relinquished their possession of territories, planes, and tanks. Thus, with the loss
of conventional deterrence that will accompany the withdrawal to the cease-fire
lines, Israel’s nuclear deterrence will also be lost and the door to strategic abuse
will be opened. There is not the slightest possibility that any lsraeli prime
minister would call for pulling the nuclear trigger. i.e., committing national
suicide, when the alternative is sweeping concessions or even unconditional
surrender.

5. American Abandonment

The American abandonment was blatantly manifested during Operation Desert
Storm in 1990-1991, The American decision to prevent Israel from defending
itself against the Iraqi missiles by supplying useless batteries of Patriot ABMs —
which failed to intercept even one of the thirty-nine Scuds — was a grave blow to
Israel’s deterrence capability. The pictures of the panic-stricken Israeli wearing a
gas mask in his sealed room, and the public fleeing for its life from the city
centers, number among the primary causes for the escalation in the production of
weapons of mass destruction and the stockpiling of ballistic-missile potential for
dispatch toward Israeli cities.

America’s policy designed to force Israel’s withdrawal to the 1967 borders.
despite the clear knowledge that in doing so the very existence of the State of
[srael will be placed in question, was also adopted on the eve of Operation Desert
Storm.  Egypt, Syria, and Saudi Arabia made their participation in the war
conditional on the establishment of a Palestinian state, withdrawal from the
Golan, and Israel's expulsion from Jerusalem. The Bush administration had no
problem accepting this since, as James Baker pointed out — in Damascus of all
places — “Washington never recognized Isracli sovereignty over the Golan
Heights and Jerusalem,” and the “legitimate rights of the Palestinians” were
already guaranteed by Camp David. Thus, since 1991, Presidents Bush and
Clinton have been implementing America’s preexisting policy and in no way

' See Shai Feldman, Nuclear Deterrence in Israel (Hebrew), Tel Aviv, 1984
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does anyone have a right to complain. The period of the “special relationship”
between Israel and the United States, which did in fact exist from 1968 to 1990, is
over. (George Ball, the former outspoken Undersecretary of State, described the
situation in a picturesque manner: “The aircraft carrier called Israel capsized.”)
The common Israeli who has not internalized Lord Palmerston's well-known
statement — “Countries do not have friends, only interests” - refuses to
understand this. However, just as Roosevelt did not raise a finger to save
European Jews and in that way cooperated with Hitler, so, too, the administration
in Washington will not raise a finger when Israel finds itself in existential danger.
Washington's blatant violations of signed agreements on the eve of the Six Day
War, and its acceptance of the impending destruction of the Jewish state in those
days, 1s a reminder to those who refuse to learn the lessons of history.

Israel has, in fact, lost its status as a strategic asset; yet it retains a valuable asset,
which 1s significant in the eyes of the White House and the State Department, and
that is the state of Israel itself, by whose dismemberment Washington hopes to
win the goodwill of the Arabs.

Needless to say, American pressure at this stage is nothing compared to what
Israel can anticipate if it loses the few power multipliers that it still maintains.
The abrogation of miltary aid, the disarmament of Israel’s nuclear potential, a
military embargo, and potential support for Resolution 181 will be among the
sanctions imposed on Isracl within the 1949 borders. And these sanctions will be
imposed justifiably, as William Safire remarked in his column in the New York
Times:

The United States has no interest in a ‘half-state’ which possesses no oil
and no secunty depth and acts irresponsibly by abandoning its inhabitants
to the benevolence of those who seek to destroy it.*”

6. The Loss of Water

The water potential of Eretz Israel is 1.8 billion cube (m*), divided among a
population of approximately 8 million. On the average, that is 225 m’ per person
as opposed to 1,200 m® in Egypt and 2,000 in Syria. There are three primary
sources for this quantity, which is exploited to the last drop and beyond: the
Kinneret Basin, the Mountain Aquifer and the Coastal Aquifer. Relinquishing the
Golan to Syna will involve loss of territorial control over 70% of the Kinneret
Basin. In other words, it will constitute a severe blow to the National Water
Carrier, the main artery of the water supply to the Negev.

The Mountain Aquifer, which supplies 600 million m*, especially to Greater Tel
Aviy, is destined to fall overwhelmingly under the territonial control of the
Palestiman state, which lacks any other source of water. Since the Palestinians
" For other examples of American betrayal of allies in need, see Irving Moskowitz, "The Built-in
Failures of American Guarantees of lsrael’s Safety”, Nativ, No. 6, 1993,
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intend to resettle the 1948 and 1967 refugees, reaching four million inhabitants
already in the next decade, the Palestinian state will need every drop of water
from the Mountain Aquifer.

The Coastal Aquifer, located mostly within the Green Line, supplies about 400
million m" annually, however, most of the water has been polluted by dustrial
waste and over-salination and is therefore unfit for drinking and is diverted
primarily to industry and agriculture. Thus, the State of Israel, shriveled into its
1949 borders, will relinquish most of the water under its control, and will be left
with a sewage ditch.

7. The Palestinian State

[n Oslo, the Israeli government signed an agreement with an organization that
was at the time of signing, and remains today, committed to the destruction of the
State of Israel, by the very character of jihad; by dint of its name: the “Palestine
Liberation Organization™; its constitution, the “Palestinian Charter™: its pohitical
platform, the Phased Plan, which depicts the state as a first step on the road to the
destruction of Israel by Arab countries; the Fateh Constitution which is the
dominant body in the embryonic Palestinian state and its anticipated ruling party;
and its emblem which is the map of the entire Eretz Israel with no vestige of the
Jewish state.

Therefore, immediately upon its establishment, the Palestinian state will act
according to its constitutional, political, and ethical obligations. The first four
steps which Palestine will take upon its establishment will be:

a. The Geographic Content

A declaration including all of Judea, Samaria and Gaza with Jerusalem as the
state capital will be issued. Since this is indeed the geographic content of the
Palestinian state as it 1s depicted in the Oslo Accords, and since the entire world
headed by the United States will salute the declaration, Israel will have no choice
but finally to accept the decision.

b. Military Cooperation

Signing on a military cooperation agreement with the Arab countries, first and
foremost among them Egypt, resulting in a comprehensive armament program,
will be the next step. Military cooperation agreements as part of the Phased Plan
will be required by the Palestinian state in order to neutralize Israel’s decisive
superiority. Israel will be powerless to do anything about it: Not on the basis of
international law according to which a sovereign country can sign strategic
cooperation agreements and military treaties with whomever it pleases; and
certainly not on the basis of military force due to Isracl’s decisive strategic
inferiority in untenable borders.
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c. Building an Army

Immediately upon the establishment of the Palestinian state, Arafat will announce
mandatory conscription. The present core of the PLO army is now estimated at
40,000-50,000 soldiers (with an additional 20,000 terrorists among the
“Rejectionist Front™ organizations in Syria, Lebanon and Irag who will arrive
in Judea, Samaria and Gaza immediately upon the establishment of the state),
Through a mandatory conscription they can anticipate drafting at least 100,000
more.” Thus, it is highly probable that the scope of the Palestinian army will be
160,000 or more men in uniform, roughly equaling Israel’s regular army —
187,000 — within just a few years. This significant force, deployed on the
outskirts of Greater Tel Aviv, will not require Merkava tanks, among the most
sophisticated in the world, nor F-15 fighter planes, in order to constitute a grave
threat to the soft underbelly of the Jewish state. Without even firing one shot,
they will force the IDF to deploy massive forces in order to neutralize the
Palestiman threat.

At this point, Egypt will once again raise its demand to evacuate all foreign forces
from Sinai. International law mandates the removal of UN forces from the
territory of a sovereign nation upon demand. Based on this legal principle, U
Thant, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, withdrew the international
buffer force on the eve of the Six Day War. The evacuation of the international
force, even without deploying substantial Egyptian forces in Sinai will compel
the IDF to mobilize a comprehensive deployment of forces on the border in the
south.

The withdrawal from the Golan and the evacuation of Lebanon will lead to the
encirclement of Israel’s north from Rosh Hanikra to the Kinneret by the Syrian
army. It is no secret that Israel will be unable to deploy its small regular army
along all of the country’s border, the length of which will double from its present
dimension, as it will be required to do according to the above scenario.

In a schematic reckoning of soldier-for-soldier, the military balance of regular
forces from the “inner circle” threat, including Syria, Egypt, and the Palestinian
state will be 5:1.*' No doubt that Jordan, at the moment that it senses Israeli
vulnerability, will join the threatening forces as will the “outer circle” countries:
Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Libya and Iran. In this situation, without the need to fire even
one shot, the strategic abuse of Israel will reach a new level which will manifest
itself in a new series of ultimatums, such as: dismantling its nuclear potential,
autonomy for the Arabs of the Galilee, withdrawal from portions of the Negev,
etc. The Israeh acquiescence to these demands is inevitable since the alterative
will be all-out war in a critical military balance disfavor,

" See the assessment of the Washington Institute for Middle East Studies, “The Palestintan
Security Services: Between Police and Army™, 1999

See the 1997 Middle East Military Balance, Jaffee Center for Strategic Studies.
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d. The Fate of the Vishuv in Judea, Samaria and Gaza

As an immediate result of the establishment of a geographically defined
sovereign entity, Israel will find itself in violation of international law in at least
two regards:

I. Its army will be deployed in the sovereign territory of a foreign country.

2. Its armed citizens, who refuse to accept the sovereign’s law. will become
an irredentist enclave in the territory of a foreign sovereignty.

This situation is clearly intolerable and the Palestinian authorities will demand
immediate removal of the foreign force and disarmament of the Jewish settlers.

At this point, Israel will lack the power multipliers needed to deal with the
situation, especially since the United States, together with the entire international
community, will be arrayed against it. Consequently, it will be forced to
withdraw its army to the 1967 borders. However, while dismantling and
transferring an army camp can be accomplished in a matter of days, the issue of
the civilian population, numbering 200,000 people spread over 144 villages and
towns, is immeasurably more complex.

Palestine’s unequivocal demand to dismantle the “settlements” will win the
support of the international community (which will rely on pertinent UN
resolutions concerning the illegality of the settlements and Israel’s violations of
the fourth Geneva Convention), as well as pan-Arab backing in the form of the
threat of a comprehensive war. This situation will prevent Israel from intervening
on behalf of its citizens trapped in the Palestinian state, as any military attempt by
Israel will justifiably be taken as a casus belli. In the face of the threat of war on
the one hand and the confrontation with the international community on the other.
with the settlers in any case viewed by the majority of the Isracli public as
“obstacles to peace”, any prospect other than Israeli surrender is hard to imagine.

The transfer of 200,000 people (50,000 families) constitutes an economic blow
with which the Isracli economy is not prepared to deal. Compensation to the
population of Judea, Samaria, and Gaza, based on the precedent of the Sinai
evacuees, is hiable to reach the sum of approximately $100 billion, in other words,
equal to the Israeli GDP for the year 1999.% Needless to say, this fantastic sum,
or anything close to it, will cause the Israeli economy to collapse. The alternative
solution 1s to abandon the Jewish settlements to Arafat’s goodwill according to
the well-known formula proposed by the Israch left: “Instead of removing the
fish from the aquarium, it is preferable to remove the water from the aquarium”
(Dedi Zucker, former Meretz MK).

** A different basis for figuring the sum of reparations, also approximately $100 billion, involves
calculations made regarding the Golan Heights. The sum required for evacuating thirteen
thousand inhabitants of the Golan was estimated at $10 billion; see Prof. Nurit Klavot, “Golan
Heights - The Cost of Evacuation”, Haifa University, Summer 1996
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In the panic that will ensue among the settlement population, any sum offered
them will be preferable to what awaits them in the land of Arafat. However,
“savings” of that sort, which will lead to the widespread impoverishment of the
Jewish population of Judea, Samaria, and Gaza, will constitute an unbearable
blow to Israel’s morale, intensifying the demoralization tendencies among the
Israeli public.

e. Israel: “A State of Its Citizens™

The establishment of the Palestinian Authority furthered and strengthened the
process of the transformation of the Israeli Arabs into an active irredentist force.

The method 1s a copy of the one employed by the Sudeten Nazis in
Czechoslovakia in the late 1930s, namely, to use the tools that democracy
places at the disposal of a fifth column in order to destroy the country from
within. For a while now, Arafat has been the guiding force behind Israeli Arab
mstitutions, with Ahmed Tibi, his adviser, being an Isracli citizen and now
member of Knesset. (It must be noted that even the Czechs at that time never
lampooned democracy to that extent.)

The nature of the Arab fifth column within Israel has manifested itself in a series
of activities, primary among them the creation of managerial autonomy by
establishing an array of illegal institutions; comprehensive seizure of state lands
and illegal construction of dozens of villages; wild anti-Semitic incitement; acts
of sabotage and ecological terrorism (arson, approximately 10% of the national
forests have been destroyed by fire), together with logistic support for Fateh and
Islamic Jihad terronism.

On the parliamentary level, the central issue on the agenda is the liquidation of
the Jewish state by eradicating its Jewish, and most certainly its Zionist, identity.
This is to be accomplished through the slogan “a state of its citizens”. This, too,
1s @ verbatim imitation of the Sudeten Nazis® demand that the Slavic character of
Czechoslovakia be eradicated using the euphemism of “equal rights”. However,
there is one difference. When Conrad Henlein, the leader of the Sudeten Nazis,
raised that demand in the summer of 1938, he was arrested on the spot, his
citizenship was revoked, and the next day a deportation order was issued against
him. MK Azmi Bishara, on the other hand, who transformed the demand for a
“state of 1ts citizens™ into his party’s campaign slogan for the 1999 elections, was
running for prime minister.

The establishment of a Palestinian state will provide the Israeli Arabs with that
which they are now lacking: political backing for their demands, which will be
transformed from subversiveness to ultimatum. Territorial autonomy for the
Arabs of the Galilee, abolition of the Law of Return and the other “Zionist”
characteristics in the context of the “state of its citizens”, affirmative action for
Arabs in government institutions, and a far-reaching cut in Israel’s military
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expenditures (in other words, a further blow to the IDF. which suffered a 50%
reduction of its budget over the past decade) are issues that are repeatedly raised
already today. The intimate relationship between the Arab fifth column and the
Israeli left will accelerate the demoralization process.

f. Implementation of UN Resolution 194

The Arab minority numbers 20% of the population, Historical experience has it
that a minority of 20% is the maximum that a nation can permit; beyond that the
country runs the nsk of disintegration. The situation is far more serious when the
national minority relates ethnically to an enemy state. The classic case in modern
history was the Sudeten Germans, who constituted 23% of Czechoslovakia’s
population and at the same time were ethnically an integral part of Nazi Germany,
the largest, most powerful and violent tyranny in Europe and Czechoslovakia’s
enemy. The rest of the story 1s well known.

The establishment of a Palestinian state will lead to a mass influx into Israel of
Isracli Arabs who escaped in 1948 along with those who fled in 1967. Even if
there was no blood relation or family ties, the economic incentive to earn many
times more in the Israeli marketplace than in their present situation would be a
powerful magnet for mass immigration. Needless to say. in the 6,000 square
kilometers of Judea, Samaria, and Gaza there is insufficient space to settle a
population of millions. In any case, the Palestinian state lacks even the most
basic economic potential. It does not have the necessary territory and water to
develop agriculture to supply food to the populace, and certainly to develop
competitive agriculture for export purposes;’ it has no relative advantage in
industrial production; and clearly no human resources for the development of
high-tech industries. The primary objective, openly declared, will be to engender
international pressure for the implementation of UN Resolution 194 on the
repatriation of Arab refugees. It is safe to assume that Israel will oppose this,
since it is tantamount to national suicide. However, the combination of
international pressure, Arab threats of war, extensive Palestinian terrorist acts,
and collaboration with the Arab fifth column in the Knesset and by the Israeli
Left will lead to a series of compromises in a humanitarian guise, such as the
expansion of the concept “reunification of families”. Even with the definition in
practice today, the Arab population has grown by more than 100,000 since 1995
The Palestinian Authority institutions are already preparing precise lists of Arab
property abandoned in the War for Independence in 1948, including entire cities
such as Lod, Ramle, and Beersheba and most of the kibbutzim. The demand for
property will be submitted immediately upon the establishment of the state,
which will at that point become the official representative of its citizens.

43

Egypt is an example of this. Despite its huge area and unlimited water supply from the Nile,
Egypt imports 60% of its food
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[n response to the threat of inundation with Arab refugees, Israel in the past
countered with three arguments that totally contravene the Arab demand:

I. The refugee problem was created by the Arabs in their attempt to destroy
Israel in 1948, and they must bear the consequences and solve the problem
in their own territory. Based on this principle, three million Sudeten
Germans were deported to Germany in 1945-1946.

o

The confinement of the refugees in camps for dozens of years and
exploitation of their suffering in order to fan the flames of hatred toward
Israel is a reprehensible act, unprecedented in modern history. The Arab
countries should do for the refugees that which Israel did for its
compatriots who immigrated in destitute condition.

3. Even though there is no legal basis for the Arab demand for restitution of
the refugees, Israel will be prepared to discuss the issue on condition that.
at the same time, the issue of property plundered from Jews expelled from
Arab countries after 1948 will be discussed.

The Arabs, well understanding that any attempt to force on Israel the repatriation
of refugees was tantamount to a declaration of war, stopped raising the subject.
This was the case with the issue of monetary restitution as well. Since the value
of the property plundered from the Jews in Arab countries was immeasurably
greater than that abandoned by Israeli Arabs, the Arab demand was liable to
boomerang.

Today, however, with the sweeping collapse of the building blocks of its
existence, Israel has abandoned its policy concerning refugees as well. Jewish
war refugees have been forgotten, and the issue of the refugees of 1948 is raised
in all its grievousness. Not only was the Palestinian demand to raise Resolution
I94 not rejected on the spot by their Isracli counterparts, on the contrary, the
Israchis expressed understanding and promised to deal with the issue in a
“creative” manner.™* As noted earlier (see footnote 34), a manifestation of this
was supplied by President Clinton.

Are There Really *Economic Dividends of Peace”?

Shimon Peres™ mistaken premise, according to which: “Islamic fundamentalism
is supported by poverty, therefore raising the standard of living will facilitate its
demise,” was discussed above. Similarly, there is no basis for his other economic
assumptions, such as his statements about the “dividends of peace™ and the
“Middle Eastern Common Market in which Israel will participate™.

One of the consensual lies that has taken its place in the public consciousness is
that the “peace process” pays economic dividends. Anyone analyzing the
impressive growth in Israel’s GDP since 1986 knows its true causes. Israel is a

. Maariv, November 21, 1999
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technological and scientific powerhouse, and on the threshold of the third
millennium there is an indubitable correlation between a country’s technological
potential and its per capita product. The upper echelons of the wealthiest
countries in the world are at one and the same time the foremost technological
powers, as the added values for one employed in this field are much more
substantial than for most economic areas. The impressive techno-scientific
potential of the immigrants from the former Soviet Union jumpstarted this facet
of the Israeli economy, and consequently, these are the direct causes of the
doubling of the per capita GDP from $8.000 in 1986 to $17,000 in 1998,

A brief analysis of the economic reality among the Arabs of Judea and Samaria
indicates the lack of correlation between assumptions and reality in Peres’
outlook.

In 1987, after two decades of accelerated economic growth that began after the
Six Day War, the per capita GDP among the Arabs of Judea and Samaria reached
$3.000, almost 40% of Israel’s GDP at that time, which was $8.000.*° Had the
economic growth continued at the same pace, the per capita GDP would be
$7,000 today, higher than in Saudi Arabia and seven times higher than in Egypt,
Jordan, or Syria. Yet the intifada, the Oslo agreements, and self-rule have
reversed the trend. During a decade of accelerated impoverishment from 1988 to
1998, the per capita GDP in Judea and Samaria declined and now stands at
approximately $1,000 (as of 1998), and is even lower in Gaza. Thus, Arafat has
returned the Arabs of Judea, Samaria, and Gaza to the level of per capita income
extant in impoverished non-oil-producing Arab countries,

The malaise of the Arab economy has nothing at all to do with the “peace
process™ and is totally based on the Islamic heritage of totalitarian states, which
destroys any glimmer of democratization — a necessary prerequisite for economic
growth. Technological underdevelopment, limited access for women to the
workplace, widespread hidden unemployment in the Kafkaesque bureaucratic
labyrinth, military expenditures that swallow up a significant portion of the
natienal product, but above all, the corruption of the “rais” who treats the state
treasury as his personal property, are the overriding factors that preserve the
poverty and backwardness of the Arab countries. Hafez el-Assad’s personal
property is estimated by Forbes at $2 billion™® — this in a year, 1999, in which the
World Bank publicized the severe economic crisis in Syria. According to the
publication, for the first time in many years, Syria's per capita GDP dipped below
$1000."” The personal wealth of the late Moroccan King Hassan 11 is also
** For details, sec Yad Tabenkin Research Center. “Economic Study of the Arabs of Judea,

Samaria and Gaza for 1987, It should be noted that the above is a Laborist research center and
therefore Lefi-oniented.
" See Forbes, July 1999,
" See Steven Plaut, “The Collapsing Syrian Economy”, Middle East Quarterly, September
1999, An updated version of this paper will appear in Nativ, January 2000
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estimated at about $2 billion, which constitutes about 10% of the product of
Morocco’s bankrupt economy. The royal family of Jordan robs one-third of the
kingdom’s constantly bankrupt economy. The episodes of Sadat’s corruption and
the Mubarak family’s nepotism are classic. However, all of the above are nothing
compared to Arafat’s exploits. The private property of the upper echelon of the
PLO (in other words, Arafat), primarily obtained through money laundering,
counterfeiting, heroin, bank robbery, and extortion of hostages, was estimated at
about $10 billion as far back as 1992.*"  With the establishment of the
Palestinian Authority, astronomical sums — which Arafat divides among his inner
circle at the expense of his unemployed subjects — accrued to him from newly
formed monopolies. This does not include the monthly transfer of $8.7 million
dollars to his private account in the Bank Hapoalim Hashmonaim branch in Tel
Aviv on the direct order of Shimon Peres (and since then honored by the
Netanyahu and Barak governments). Since 1994, the beginning of the Tel Aviv
arrangement, a total of approximately half a billion dollars has been transferred to
Arafat’s private account.*’

At one point, Shimon Peres recommended that Israel join the Arab League. The
suggestion was greeted in the Arab world with ridicule and was presented as an
additional example of Israel’s attempts to undermine the foundations of the Arab
world 1n order to cause its dissolution from within. Similarly, suggestions about
regional cooperation and the Middle Eastern Common Market are portrayed as an
Israeli plot to dominate the Arab economy.™

Who 1s preventing the Arab countries from establishing a common market in the
Middle East? After all, the cultural homogeneity of the Arabs in the Semitic
domain — which is a highly significant impetus for regional cooperation,
mvolving language, religion, heritage, and ethnic origin — is immeasurably more
uniform than among the countries of the European community. However, not
only has the Middle East been unsuccessful in establishing an organization of
economic cooperation, it has become the focal point of the gravest threat to world
peace. The Arabs are the ones who imposed (and are still imposing) an economic
boycott of Israel and not the other way around. However, thanks to a per capita
GDP of §17,000, Israel is among the fifteen richest nations in the world, while the
Middle East continues, as ever, to wallow in the swamp of poverty, backward-
* See publications of the War against Terrorism section of British Intelligence, as appearing in the
Wall Street Journal, December 2, 1993,
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When Intenor Minister Natan Sharansky raised the issue in a Cabinet meeting on November 10,
1999, he was quickly hushed by his colleagues. See the stir it created in the Israeli mass media
at that tme

" Peres’ book The New Middle East, with its recommendations in the economic realm. was

translated into Arabic in Egypt. On the book’s back cover, the publishing house explains that
the book was printed as a service 1o the Egyptian reader in order to present before him the
Jewish plot to control the Arab economy, and to prove the validity of the Protocols of the
Elders of Zion.
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ness, and tyranny, How characteristic it is that 5.8 million Israclis produce more
than $100 billion — a figure much higher than that produced by the surrounding
Arab countries, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, and Jordan, combined, with 86 million
Arabs producing together $82 billion.

AFTERWORD
A Historic Window of Opportunity and How to Miss Out on It

The megatrends in the Middle East, as described in the first part of this article,
provide [srael with a rare historic window of opportunity. The most dangerous
process from a global perspective is the intensification of Islamic hegemony — a
nationalist civilization motivated by imperialist, religious aspirations and armed
with weapons of mass destruction and the means to deliver them. Israel is.
indeed, in the eye of the storm, but it is not alone. Turkey is concerned about
Arab-Iranian subversiveness and its influence on the country’s Muslim majority,
which is liable to bring the Ataturk revolution and the secular government to an
end. Syria is a common enemy, and Turkish-Israeli strategic cooperation clearly
would neutralize the Syrian threat (as well as the long-term Iragi threat). The
common interest has created an intricate network of ties between the two
countries on the basis of military cooperation, especially in the area of upgrading
weapons systems, missiles, and military technology.™*

India is an additional, extremely important objective for military/economic
cooperation with Isracl. It is no secret that the large Muslim minority in India and
Islamic subversiveness stand at the top of the list of priorities on the Indian
subcontinent.  Like Turkey, India is a potential market for Isracli military
technology. Both India and Israel are among the world centers in the field of
computers.  Cooperation between the two in this area, with its high added
economic value, could aid the Indian economy and indeed rescue it from the
Third World status in which it 1s mired.

A strategic triangle of India, Isracl, and Turkey could create a very powerful
center in the Middle East that could contribute much to halting Islamic
hegemony. Strategic power centers naturally attract other interested parties.
Ethiopia, Nigeria, and Kenya are natural candidates. Halting Islam would have a
salubrious effect on democratic tendencies, weak and modest as they may be, in
the Arab countries themselves. So, for example, the possibility that Iran, in
which the processes of recovery from Khomeinism are beginning, might join the
coalition in the future cannot be ruled out. The process of liquidating minorities
in the region, especially Christians, would cease or at least be mitigated.

51

For details, see “Israeli-Turkish Strategic Cooperation”, Meltem Miiftiiler-Bac, Ariel Center for
Policy Research, Policy Paper No. 47, 1998,
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It goes without saying what effect such a turn of events would have on the Jewish
state’s standing in the intemational arena. Israel, as part of a powerful strategic
treaty, would cease to be the trampled doormat of the European community. The
Europeans, now located within ballistic-missile range of the Arab countries on
the one hand, and threatened by Muslim irmdentism in their own lands on the
other (the Muslim minority in France constitutes 7% of the population today and
continues to grow rapidly), are well aware of the Islamic threat. The Europeans,
who have a well-developed historical memory, do not forget that the defeat of
Richard the Lionhearted by Salah-a-Din at the end of the 12th century brought
[slam to the gates of Vienna by the 17th century. Consequently, Europe is a
natural ally for Israel. in order to achieve this, however, Israel must project
power, resolve, and strategic backing of other regional powers such as India and
Turkey.

With the dissolution of the Soviet Union, the US Congress became the most
significant power center in the world. In contrast to the president who represents
short-term American interests, if for no other reason than the time limitations of
his term in which he must produce immediate results, the strategic thinking of
Congress is long-term, hence the basic difference in its attitude toward Israel.
Whereas Presidents Bush and Clinton dealt and are dealing with the
dismemberment of Israel and 1its relegation to the 1967 borders, a sweeping
majonty in the Congress — the authentic representative of the American public -
adamantly opposes this policy. That 1s because a strong Israel with safe borders
1s a clear American interest. There 1S no more blatant (and from Israel’s
perspective, more exciting) manifestation of the polanization between the White
House and Congress than the 1ssue of Jerusalem. Whereas both houses of
Congress decided by an overwhelming majority to transfer the American
embassy from Tel Aviv to “Jerusalem — united forever under Israeli sovereignty™
(that 1s the language of the bill!), President Clinton (with the cooperation of
Rabin, Netanyahu, and Barak) vetoed the bill. The issue of Jerusalem, of course,
with its symbolic and historical significance, involves far more than the
geographic location of the embassy. Without a doubt, American recognition of a
united Jerusalem as Israel’s capital would halt, and possibly even terminate, the
“peace process’, and that was precisely the Washington lawmakers’ intent. On
the other hand, the White House’s obvious goal of dividing Jerusalem is what
will return Israel to the 1967 borders.

Thus, with the collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War, a
historic window of opportunity opened for lsrael. The disastrous political
process — designed to emasculate the Jewish state and transform it from a regional
power to a divided entity on the threshold of existential demise — if it were to be
realized, would seal the window of opportunity shut forever. Strategic
cooperation depends on the strength of the ally. What possible interest could
Turkey or India have in a shriveled Israeli entity with suicidal tendencies that
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political anti-Semitic tendencies of the European Union — as historical experience
has taught us — will continue to develop. The US Congress, the last stronghold
still supporting Israel, will abandon it as well (a trend already apparent). And the
abandonment will be justifiable, since one cannot expect the average congress-
man or senator to be more Zionist than the Israelis themselves.

The patient reader who has reached this point, especially the reader upset by the
air of pessimism permeating this article, will certainly ask: What can Israel do to
escape the murderous trap into which it has fallen? The answer was already
provided in 1997 in the declaration of intent of the Ariel Center. The following
are the main points:

The defining of an alternative political-diplomatic strategy is conditioned
first and foremost on acceptance of the basic assumption that the goal of
the Arab world is to reduce Israel to the 1949 lines in order to make it
easier to destroy the Jewish state. Therefore, consummation of the “peace
process™ means certain war, and this would take place under conditions,
topographical and strategic, of decisive Israeli inferiority.

On the other hand, if the process is stopped now, the probability of war,
though still very high, is not absolutely certain. And if war does break out.
Israel’s chances of winning will be immeasurably higher in the present
borders.

Hence, stopping the process is an existential necessity for Israel.

It is true that withdrawing from the “peace process” would mean paying an
international political price. However, this price, high as it might be,
would be immeasurably preferable to the existential danger entailed in
retreat to the 1949 lines.

Israel will have to struggle in four arenas at one and the same time. This is
to be done while conducting an aggressive, unceasing information
campaign that corresponds to a variety of relevant target audiences. The
purpose would be to achieve world understanding of Israel’s history,
rights., and needs, in order to combat effectively the multiform and
multitudinous Arab fabrications and inventions. To accomplish this, a
government information agency needs to be established.

The four arenas of struggle that policymakers will have to deal with are as
follows:

1. The Possibility of War

One must assume that the Arab world will not come to terms with an
Isracli decision to freeze the present situation, and to stop “the momentum
meant to restore Israel to its natural size”, as Anwar Sadat used to put it,
Therefore, as already noted, a high probability of war exists. Israel must
get ready to face it. For that purpose, the Israeli army must recover its
deterrent image, which has been severely damaged, and a military doctrine
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must be clearly defined to deal with the anticipated conflict, which will
mainly consist of the enemy’s launching surface-to-surface missiles at the
Israeli homefront.

Tough deterrence — while Israel still possesses strategic assets in Judea-
Samana and the Golan Heights; while the techno-scientific gap between
itself and 1ts enemies 1s still considerable; and the level of armament in
weapons of mass destruction in the Arab states has not yet reached the
stage of critical mass — might deter the Arabs from an adventure that would
be dangerous from their viewpoint.

However, if the factor of deterrence does not work, Israel must deploy for
the possibility of a preventive war, and in contrast to the past, Israel must
clearly define the strategic/diplomatic/political goals of the war.

2. The European Union

The political-diplomatic cost to Israel’s relations with the member-states of
the European Union might be heavy and even involve economic sanctions.
However, a combination of determination on the one hand, and a
comprehensive information campaign on the other, might sofien European
hostility. This will work chiefly if the European Union internalizes the fact
that Israel has enduring principles of national defense that it will not
violate even at the cost of a general war.

In the information campaign Israel must make it very clear that we have
learned our lessons well from the example of Czechoslovakia and the
Munich Agreement, and that there is no chance that Isracl will commit
suicide on the altar of European appeasement.

On the contrary, just as Czechoslovakia's power vis-a-vis the Nazi threat
was the keystone of peace in Europe in the late 1930s, so now Israel’s
power facing the Islamic threat is in the paramount interest of the Western
world.

3. Relations with the United States

The diplomatic-political cost to relations with the United States might be
much lower than we customarily think. Israel has many allies in both
houses of Congress, in the military establishment, among Christian
fundamentahsts, and the broad pubhic. The fact 1s that whenever Israel
made clear that there was a clash of interests between it and Washington,
and stood resolutely for its position, it was si'l 2 le to hold its ground.
Three examples are the application of Israeh law and administration to the
Golan Heights; the Jerusalem Law; and the destruction of the Iraqi nuclear
reactor.

4. The Internal Israeli Arena

The public in Israel 1s obliged to pay the nrice of both peace and war
Hence, without overall support from the public for a decisive political
enterprise, 1t will not be possible to stop the dangerous downhill shide on
the slope of the “peace process™.
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The average Israeli in now in the midst of self-deception that undermines
the nation’s instinct for survival. This 1s the result of continuous
bramwashing, media distraction, cynical exploitation of accumulated
weariness, and economic abundance that emasculates willpower. To restore
the Israeli public to rationality, a systematic, constant, and comprehensive
information campaign is necessary, both on the level of the elites and of the
mass media.

A harsh reality emerges from the above document. It is the result that one
may anticipate from political defeatism. However. we the undersigned, the
Steering Committee of the Ariel Center for Policy Research, believe that
Israel has the physical and mental potential to halt the grave developments
described above, and to restore the Jewish state to the path of security and
prosperity.””

Thus, the optimistic phrasing of the Steering Commuttee members.

However, the question is not what can be done, but whether there is enough of a
survival instinct left in Israel to abandon the “peace process™ and pay the heavy
price of shattering expectations.
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There is not one incident in the history of
humanity in which defeatism led to peace which
was anything other than a complete fraud.

Douglas MacArthur™

Signed by Ezra Sohar, Yosef Ben-Shlomo, Areh Stav, and Eliav Shochetman.
In his speech to the Republican Party Convention, October 1962
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5. THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF MAP FOR MINIMUM BORDERS OF ISRAEL
AND THE PEACE PROCESS

6. MEGATRENDS IN THE MIDDLE EAST: PROLIFERATION OF WEAPONS OF
MASS DESTRUCTION AND ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALISM: A Round Table
Discussion held in Washington, DC, at the invitation of Congressmen Hon. Bill
McCollum and Hon. Jim Saxton.

7.  FIVE YEARS SINCE THE OSLO AGREEMENTS: A Look at the Consequen-
ces
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8.

10.
11.

12

13.

AN ISRAELI REPONSE TO THE DECLARATION OF A PALESTINIAN
STATE: IMMEDIATE ANNEXATION OF THE JORDAN VALLEY, WESTERN
SAMARIA AND THE GREATER JERUSALEM AREA.

WHEN PALESTINIAN FORCES ATTACK THE OUTSKIRTS OF TEL AVIV:
Based upon the paper written by Dr. Yuval Steinitz of the University of Haifa.

BALLISTIC MISSILES: THE THREAT AND THE RESPONSE.
ISRAEL AND A PALESTINIAN STATE - ZERO SUM GAME?

CHRISTIAN DECLINE AND MODELS OF LEBANON Based on the paper
written by Dr. Mordechai Nisan of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem.

THE GOLAN HEIGHTS - THE DAM IN THE FACE OF THE AVALANCHE:
Held in Katzrin (Golan), (Sept. 99). Presentations dealing with Israel, the Golan
Settlements and a potential peace agreement, including a look at the US angle
to such an accord. Held in conjunction with the Golan Residents’ Committee
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The Ariel Center for Policy Research (ACPR) was established in
1997 as a mon-profit, non-partisan organization, committed to
stimulating and informing the national and international debates
concerning all aspects of security policy — notably those policies
which are an outcome of the political process started in Oslo and
subsequentlycalled the Peace Process.

Peace is a noble challenge and there is no other nation in the world
which needs peace more than Israel. However, a true peace can only
be obtained in the Middle East if lsraeli security and national
interests are safequarded. A peace which will force Israel to its pre-
1967 borders, i.e. losing those territorial assets critically needed for
the very existence of the Jewish State will not be but arecipe forwar.

The Ariel Center has taken upon itself to help erystallize a strategic
design for the State of Israel. This will be presented to the policy-
makers and general public by various means. Among them, research
and policy papers, forums of experts, video and film productions, an
interet site, publishing house and a major journal of strategic
thought.

Yitzhak Shamir

ARIEL CENTER FOR POLICY RESEARCH [ACPR|

PO.B. 830
Shaarei Tikva 44810 - ISRAEL
Tel: 972-3-906-3920 m Fax; 972-3-906-3905
Email: acpr@internetil m www.acpr.org.il

© ACPR Publishers 2000
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PUBLICATIONS
The following books and policy papers have been published and are available through the ACPR office:
BOOKS

« Ballistic Missiles - The Threat and the Response: Edited by Aneh Stav, this 380 page, hardcover book, published
by Brassey's (UK) Ltd., is a compilation of articles dealing with this lopic wntten by experts from Israel, Europe and
the US

» Jewish Statesmanship: Lest Israel Fall: by Paul Eidelberg. Professor Paul Eidelberg, author of four books on
American statesmanship, has written a book on Jewish stalesmanship. Jewish Statesmanship: Lest Israel Fall is
Eidelberg’s attempt to show how Israel can avoid oblivion and come into its own as a world-inspinng Jewish
Constitutional Democracy

e The Israeli Left: From Socialism to Nihilism (Hebrew): by Amnon Lord (Tammuz Publishers). In his ideclogical,
nolitical and historical dissection of the Israeli Left, Amnon Lord exposes its main goal: the eradication of the Jewish
|centity

POLICY PAPERS

s Policy Paper No 91 The lllegality of the Sharm e-Sheikh Memorandum Under Israeli Law: by Howard Grief,
s Policy Paper No. 73 "Yitzhak Rabin: 'Palestine Will Rise Upon the Ruins of Israel™ by Aneh Stav.

s Policy Paper No. 101 The EU and the Syrian Track: Israel Ensnared. by Christopher Barder

¢ Policy Paper No. 104: Arab and Islamic Anti-Semitism: by Raphael Israeli

ACTIVITIES:

The ACPR has undertaken a series of advertisements which will be appearing weekly in Ha'aretz (Wednesdays, in the
News Section). Over a period of 20 weeks, each week the ad will focus on a different aspect of the ramifications of any
agreement with Syria under the present conditions, These ads are an expensive undertaking, but the hope is that the facts
presented (in a non-political fashion) will awaken the public to the real dangers facing Israel in the event of abandoning the
Golan. If you are interested in helping fo finance these ads, donations are gratefully accepted and can be sent to the
ACPR, POB 830, Shaarei Tikva 44810

Visit the ACPR Website — www.acpr.org.il

Yearly membership dues are 500 NIS. For this amount you will receive, (delivered to your home), all of the

Become a member of the ACPR.
Center's publications, including Nativ (a value of over 1,000 NIS),
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founders of the fastist nucleus of the "War Organization” (Fascl di
cembattimento) in March 1912, Those who formulated the socio-
ecanomic concept of ltalian fascism — "the state of corporations” —
both on the ideclogical and practical levels, were predominantly
Jews Thus, for example, Guido Jung, finance minister and a senior
member of the Supreme Fascist Councll. Thus also Guido Anas, the
senior ideologue of the socio-economic concept of fascism; L.
Toeplitz, the chief banker of taly; and Otto Herman Kahan, a great
admirer of el Duce and one of the pillars of banking and American
philanthropy. The hard-core of Mussolini's economic advisers strictly
consisted of three Jewish senators (H. Ancona, A, Luria, T Mevyer).
indeed, nol for nothing did Alired Rosenberg call Mussolini
"Judenknecht" (Jewish lackey)

The sludent rebellion of the late 1960s and early 1970s in the
United States and France was also mainly an expression of Jewish
radicalism, Emma Goldman, the Jewish anarchist of the early
twentieth century, known for her analysis of sexual repression in
the context of the theones of Sigmund Freud and Wilhe!m Reich, is
undoubtedly the mother of the anarchist movements and of the 1960s
siogan "Make love, not war" In the 1950s the bndge between
Goldman's anarchismand the coming student rebeliion was Abraham
Maslow, a leftist radical who developed his .own version of
psychoanalysis that he termed "humanistic psychology”. Masiow is
the philosepher of communal living and the spirtual father of
Abraham (Abbie) Hoffman, Betty Friedan, Lenny Bruce (Lecnard
Schneider), Bob Dylan (Zimmerman), and Jerry Rubin — ta mention
only some of the Jews who were leaders of the student rebeflion al
that time.

The student rebellion in the United States, which in France wore
the guise of Gauchisme or Extreme Gauche, was indeed, as the right-
wing media in France calied it, a "Jewish rebellion. At the same time
the Jews consfituled slightly over 1 percent of the entire population of
France, Their proportion among students was 6 percent. Yet their
proportion among the leading activists of the shident rébellion came

to- more than a third. Within a mare limited list that includes 2% names
in the senior leadership echelon, at least 17, or 60 percent, are Jews
Among the four official leaders — Daniel Cohn-Bendit, Alain Kriving,
Alain Geismar, and Jacques Sauvageol — only the last was non-
Jewish. We may also nole that the leadership echelon of the
Trotskyite and Maoist organizations, such as the Communiste
Revolutionnaire Ligue and the Proletanenne La gauche, consisted
solelyof Jews, with the help of a Sabbath goy here and there.

As one would expect, the common denominator of all these groups
was (and remains} a sweeping hostlity toward Zionism. This reflects
the cosmopolitan principle that lies at the ideclogical foundation of the
Jewish left. Israel's victory in the Six Day War raised this hostility to
levels of hatred among the vanous anarchistic arganizations (e.g.
Noam Chomsky's pathological hatred of |srae),

Within Jewish radicalism one may distinguish two trends that
ostensibly contradict each olher. One trend is found in democratic
societies and preaches the destruction of the national frameworks
the establishment. and the family. Emma Goldman and George
Steiner manitest this aspect of nihilism, which views the nation-state
as the root of all evil (Steiner), and liberation from the shackles of the
family together with sexual permissiveness as the true realization of
human freedom (Goldman). In yrannical societies, Jewish radicalism
blends well with tendencies of extreme nationalism and repression of
individual freedom. Thus in' Soviet Russia. thus in fascist |taly. The
Jewish lefl has impored both trends fo lsrael. The Peace Now
movement is the faithful expression of this mind-set, which impels it
loward the destruction of Zionism. The greal irony of the Israell case
i that the process of self-desiniction goes hand in hand with devolion
1o the establishment of another state on Isragl's ruins. And niot justa
state; since the population in question already enjoys sovereign self-
expression in fhe country where Il constitutes a decisive majority,
Jordan. Nevertheless, the selective blindness, ahistorical thought,
and public demagoguery remain, then and always, the essence of
Jewish radicalism Wl



Mazareth, & city known principally for its: Chnstian Holy Places,
notably the:Church of the Annunciation.

Al the end of 1997 the lstamists invaded the plaza at the foot of
the Basllica, which had been earmarked as the linchpin of the

festivities of the Millennium. By squatting in the plaza and demanding.

thal & mammoth mosque be built there, which would ‘dwarf Ihe
Basilica; the |slamists were intent on Wracking the fesbvities and
determined 1o fixale in public opinion the idea that Nazareth has
become a Muslim city and has shed ils ancient image as a Chnstian
site.

The Israeli authorities were slow and clumsy in responding lo fhe
challenge. They pursued the legal rack through cours, but also
adopted Intermediate measures of mediation in an atiempt lo come 1o
a "compromise”, which by definition walld have imputed legitimacy
to the slamists’ false claim that the temain was a wadf fand (Muslim
Holy Endowmant}. A Commission of Inquiry was alse. appointed 1o
deal with his issue.

Bul Ihe problem was not resolved. The couris rendered their
verdict that the: Islamsts had usurped nghis fhey did not have, but
two successive governments; before, during and after the May, 1999,
glections, stuck to the "compromisa” which allowed the building of a
mosque on-part of the terrain, thus bringing about & sense of fnumph
among the Musfims and constemation amidst the Chnstians. in Israel
and throughout the world |l

"ADDRESS UNKNOWN"

Kressman Taylor

Max Eisenstein, 8 German-bom Jew, and Martin Shulze, 8
German-bom Aryan, are longstanding partners in a flourishing
gallery in San Francisco, which feals in paintings and art objects.
Toward the end of 1932, Martin decides to retumn fo Germany with his
wife and three children and becoma estatilished in his homeland asa
non active:partner in the gallery,

Al this point bagins the story by Kressman Taylor, "Address
Linknown," which consists of an exchange of iatlers between the wo
partners - the Jew who remains in San Francisco and his: Geman
partrier who row lives In the outskins of Munigh,

Two months after Martin's return to Germany, Hitler comes 1o
power. Martin is appointed to a senior position In a German bank and
ls enthused by the atmosphere of upheaval m the country and
becomes a devoted Nazi. Max's sister Gnselle, a young actress who
in the past was the beloved of Martin the family man, prepares for her
part in a play that is to be staged in Berlin. Max asks his friend fo
walth out for her.

The Nazi audience dnves Grsalle the Jewess from the stage, and
she escapes from Barlin with storm troopers on her trall When she
comes to ihe door ol Martin's house to ask for refuge; hetums her
away, and members of the storm troopers murder her in his garden.

A letter by Max to his sister is retumned to him, and on it the postal
marking: Address Unknown. Fearing for his sisters fate. Max whles
1o his lonatime friend and asks bim 1o find outl what has become of
Griselie. When Max leams of the manner of Gnselle’s death, he
begins to send Martin fabricated letters that are likely 1o raise the
Gestapn's suspicions, Max's las! letier to Martin is retumed 10 San
Francisco, stamped with the postal marking: Address Unknown

Thys the Nazi curtain pf blood descends: upon Marlin and his
famiy W

NEW LIGHT ON THE MURDER OF CHAIM
ARLOSOROFF

H. Dawid Kirk

The June 1833 murder of Arlosoroff has long been laid at the door
of the Revisionists. Before he died Arosorofl said Uews did not do il
and ihe Bntish freed two accused Jews. Nevertheless, Revisionism is
shill widely held responsible. Now new information paints in a very
gifferent direction

Reading Goebbels' dianes; the author found references fo a love

affair that lad to he Naz propagandist's mamaae to Magda Quandt.

In:21 entries. Goebbels veers betwean hope and despair, breakup
and make=ip. Magda, whose previous marriage failed, has
reservations about her suitor. She-seems siill connectad with an
old flame, a Jew, whom the diary only calls “der fremde Mann" —
slranger or foreigner. Goebbels does nol dare 1o mention it evan in
his diary, thus the suphemism “stranger".

The former lover was Charn Arpsoroff, now an important Ziomst
leader in Palestine. He had lately — May 1933 — come to Berlin o
confer with tha Nazi govemment about 2 deal to transfer Jewish
funds to Palesting in retum for Zonist help against the worldwide anti-
Nazl boycotl. Gosbbals was likely behind the murder. Discovery of
his wife's involvement with this prominent Jew might have ruined his-
career as fop Nazi and Minister of Propaganda B

PEACE NOW: THE LATEST LINK IN THE
CHAIN OF JEWISH RADICALISM

Arieh Stav

The Jews played a prominent role In the ideclegical formulation
ant acluglization of twa of the three main fascist movementsof the
twentieth century — Saviet Communism and ltalian Fascism. With
Lanin's death in January 1924, three Jews and a Georglan fook
control of Russia! Ley Bronstein, Grigary Radomilskl, Lev Rosenfald,
and Joseph Dzugashwilil. They are better known by' their Soviet
names — tespeclively, Trolsky, Zinoviey, Kameney, Stalin. The
heads of the CHEKA, the NKVD, and up to the KGB were mastly
Jews, from Meses Solomanovilch Untzky lo- Gennkh Yagoda lo
Andropov. Yakov Ginzburg (Sverdiov), who supervised the expulsion
of the Czar's family to Yekaterinburg in the Ural Mountains and their
stayng there, as well as the commander of the unit that cared out
the slaughter, who shot the Czar in the forehead from a range of zero,
one Yakov Yuroyski — were Jews

The proportion of Jews invalved in the creabion, planning, and
management of the' Gulag Archipetag and forced-labor camps was
much higher than their prapartion in the-Pany elite, where in any case
they held & considerable part of the-key positions. Names such as
Aron Solts, Yacov Rappoport. Lazar Kogan, Matvei Berman, and
Naftaly Frankel still strike terror in the haarts of Gulag veterans. The
role of Lazar Kaganovilch in \he organization of the camyps for people
who were kidnapped for slave labor, and also in the "cellectivization”
process: that brought the death of milians, 15 among the most
nalarous.

Jews suich-as Angeiica Balabanoff had a dedisive influence on the
farmation of the spirtual world of Mussalinl in his lefiist-anarchist
period. Another example s fhat of Margareta Sarfaltl (who edited
Gierarchia, el Duce's fascis! organ). Five Jews (A Finzl, J.
Pontremall, A Jarach, E Jona, C. Sarfattl) were amang the



volime) to nons, 4.19:1 tanks, 6,451 combal aircrafl. Al these favor
the Arab dictatorships,

Weapons technology has undergone nofhing short of a revolution
since 1967 and the lessons of war hiave taught that israell deteémence
has not always been adequate The iragl "tickling” of -baliistic

missiles on Israel (39 missiles in 14 days) during the Gulf War has

falght @ major lesson; missile atiacks on urban areas, even with
conventional warheads, can disrupt and badly delay lsrael
mabillzation of its reserves and its main forces, creating a situation
on the front line akin to that of the Yom Kippur of 1573,

In spite of Ihe demise of the Sowet Union and the peace
sareements signed with Egypt and Jordan, the geopelitical situation
has not changed realistically for the better since 1967

Considanng all these said changss; |srael, If attacked, is not
capable of defending itsell any more within its. 1967 borders: The
protechonof thie high ground, all of it stuated beyond the "green lina"
(pre-1867 demarcation), becomes a wital condition for Israsl's
survival, the Golan Heights- being more important than all other
high ground

The edvocates of "instan! peace”, prodded with a heavy hand by
the US administration, claim that lsrasl may withdraw from the Golan
—1tes, agamst afl s own advice, that of the Pentagon, Russian, and
oihers’ military "if peace is ‘agresd upon®, provided the Golan and
parts of Syria will be demilitanized under UNJUS “observers” and with
US guarantees and the Israeli defense bolstered fo The tune of some
US "20 Eillign

The requirsment o "have a strong force to protect the peace” as
the US and israall govemments’ demand, is proof that the' peace
anticipated will ba a "peace of no war", or-a cold war, US-USSR or
leraelEqypt lyle, meaning thal the lowering of Israel's level of
determante incréases the probability of war

Handing the Gaian to Syia is equivatent to'a catastrophic [owering
of Isragli deterrence, broadly characterized by loss of control of 35%
of Isragl's water, an Unbearable defense burden that will reflect on
Israel's economy and worse, the cracking of the taims of Zionist
legiimacy and weakening of lsrael's national and moral fiber. The
"window of opporunity”, on which President Clinton Insists; is
"unique" (far the fast len years) and has no glass pane anyway — it
i5.a virtial window

There are simply not enough safely margins in an Israeli-Syrian
"peace” agreement because demiiiarization, fird party guarantees,
anid the resl. have always proven o be valid only whien both parties
desire them 1o be so, (for example US guarantees and UN troops in
Sinai, 1967)

Signing a peace treaty Is no guarantes of peace, as, for instance,
shown by the case of the Iragi-Iranian War that erupted in 1980 after
a five year negolisled peace was signed in 1978 (among & number of
such examples).

Technology is not & substitute for the Golan, as declared by
Genaral Amnon Lipkin-Shahak on December 10/ 1985, an opinion
shared by this wiiter, who has been involved most of his [ife in
weaponry

"WWe are strong enough 10 afford withdrawal " claim some. But we
are not strong if we lose the high ground of the Golan, which
represents the Merain” asset of the "firepower”, "mability” and
"temain" tnad of which military strength is composed

Finadly, there am the advocates of nuclear delermenge, assuming
Isragl has this "in the closet”

lsrael may be destroyed completely by 2-4 nuclear chames due o
Its- minute size. For the same. reason, given present satellite

surveillance, i cannol house a secure second stnke: capability
which has 1o have a ratio of about 501 In Israel’s favor. Deploying
nuclear deterrence means the legitimization of the Middle East going
nuclear, a sphere in which Israel Is at its weakest Nuclear delemrence
may alsa be weakenstl by intefnational pressures.

The conclusion Is that Israel cannot succumb to the "instant peace
syndrome” even if & friendly LS president insists upon it This is
especially the case when Assad may not be In power for long

As Matta Gur, former Chief of the General Staff-and Labar Party
Minister. -said in his book Chief of General Staff, (Ministry of
Defense Publishers; 1868): "srael cannot defend ils Eastem flank
withaul the Golan Heights and | cannot defend the Gaolan Heights
withaut the line of rdges it presently nolds."

As Joseph Sisco said al the time: "The (large) areas lsragl vacatad
in 1974 are withdrawal according to 242 and the line retained
représents ‘secure borders' according to the same 242 (UN
resolution).” The writer witnessed the delivery of this statement B

THE FUTURE BATTLEFIELD:
CONVENTIONAL AND
NONCONVENTIONAL TERROR

Ezra Sohar

In the ‘wars waged agains! Israel, the Arab states lost. With termor
lhey have succesded in sublugahing Israel, cheaply from the
standpoint of casuallies and money. Terror has changed from a
nuisance o an existential danger ‘Along with this, bislogical,
chemical, and nuclear weapons have brought a great increase in
the destructive power thal can be stashed In a reqular-size suilcase,
As an example of what 3 suilcase containing ordinary explasives tan
cause, consider the 300 fatalities in the buildings blown up by
Chechen rebigls in Moscow

The following are seyeral necessary countermeasuras:

1. Cancaliation of the law that forbids reactions by cilizns; and by
soldiers-as well| (o the throwing of stones and stealing of cars and
othen property. The complete ignonng of these lawbreakers gives the
message that the Uew s a wetim who can be attacked without fear of
relaliation

2. Those who dispatch terronsis must no:longer be permitted io
hide behind: ancnymity. Those: responsible must be exposed and
punshed with full seventy, and apprsed beforehand that this will be
their fate:

3 Terrot 15 & collective punishment — fhe response must also
Include colleclive punishment

4, Allacation of large sums for the development of countereror
weapanry

5. Development of means of coping with nonconventional warfare,
while providing sullable explanations lo the public B

THE ANTI-MILLENIUM:
THE ISLAMIZATION OF NAZARETH

Raphagl Israeli

The nise of the Isiamic movement in israsl in the past two decades
has had a very ominous ramification over the past two years, when
he Muslkm fundamentalists moved to complate the |stamization of



AMERICAN INTERESTS AND AN
ISRAELI-SYRIAN DEAL

Yuval Levin

The prospect of renewed Israeli-Syrian peace negofiaions has
brought into’ shamp focus a sefious misconception aboll Syna's
intentions and strategic goals. Some decision makers in the United
States and |srael appear i believe that by making "a strategic choice
for peace," Syrian President Assad is abandoning his long held anti-
American policy objectves and choosing 1o enler the Amencan
camp. In facl, a peace deal with Israel will allow Assad to accomplish
more gasily those longstanding goats, which run fially counter lo
American inferests in the Middie East. These goals include the final
subjugation of Lebanon under Syrian rule, the weakening and
isolation of Turkey, an increased Synan influence in the region and
a strengthening of Assad's own regime. By investing its prestige and
resources in the current process, and thus investing itself in the future
of the Assad regime, the Unjled Siates risks enabling Assad to
accomplish these objeclives, and al the same time It risks impainng
its own abdity {0 exercise some measure of conirol over Syria's
actions. A deal with Israel will certainly shift the regional balance of
power In Syria’s favor, and Syria’s favor equals the detriment of
Amenca's closest allies and most vital interests in the region. Before
committing itself to back any Israel-Syrlan deal, the United States
must carefully consider the consequences such an agreement may
have for its own inferests and policy ebjectives. This study aims to
examinge precisely what some of those consequences may be W

SYRIAN MILITARY EXPENDITURES

Shawn Pine

Both supporters and opponents of the peace process agree thal
for Israel 1o take the requisite risks for peace Il needs lo understand
the Intentions of ifs neighbors. A critical componen! lowards
understanding their nelghbors’ intentions can be found in how much
these countnes are spending on defense: Supporters of the peace
process claim that it is ameliorating the prospects. for fulure confict
between |srael and its neighbors. If this s frue, then we should expect
a simultaneous reduction in arms expenditures by these countries as
they divert resources from their military 1o attend to their acute social
and economic problems:

Unfortunately, the peace process, rather than providing a peace
dividend, has augured in an unprecedented era of weapons
proliferation in the reglon, Most nolabie, has been the profiferation
of weapons from the West which has been precipitated by
competiion among these westem countries. for lucrative sales
contracts from Israel's Arab neghbors. This proliferation seems lo
cast doubt on the contention that the Gulf War and the subsequent
(slo peace process have ushered in a new era of peace and
prospenty in the Middle Eas!

More important, it appears that lsrael's siralegic planners are
making a fatal error in their sirategic threat assessments of thelr two
biggest conbiguous neighbors, Syra and Egypt Indeed, actual
military spending by these two counties far exceeds that reported
In standard sources such as The Military Balance; the Jaffee
Center's Middle East Military Balance: and the Stockholm
Intemational Peace Research Instilute. For example, these sources
report that Syria spends approximately "1.7 billion in military

expenditures. However, a cursory review of the size of Syna's
military refiects that these figures are grossly underestimated and
thal actual expenditures are far grealer than those reporied. This
paper analyzes Syran military expenditures and examines these
expendilures in the context of its declared willingness to make peace
with lsrael W

THE EU AND THE SYRIAN TRACK:
ISRAEL ENSNARED

Christopher Barder

There has been a long perception in Europe and the LISA, that
lsrael survived when it should not have, with gains, and therefore
since 1967 and 1973, it has been subjest to pressures to cut it down
to size. Since the end of the Cald War, this has meant a willingness to
seek a rapprachement with Syna (EU financial promises; couring of
Assad by Clinton), By the acceplance of this process by Rabin and
Peres (followed by Ehud Barak), an extraordinary phenomenon has
occurred in |srael

The pressures on lsrael lo surrender the Golan have been
accepted, nol simply seen as extemnal and malevolent. The false
arguments behind them have been swallowed and have then
poisoned rational analysis of the importance of the Golan. Syria's
image has altered in Europe and the USA and Israel has lost, as it
were, the capacily lo see what the many intemal left wing changes in
percaption of its frue Inferests mean: that those working heediess of
Isragll vulngrabiiity and destruction are succeeding — and with Isragl
acoepting this weakening as a recipe for "peace” when in fact an
inversion of logic has occurred — a kind of "paradigm shift"
exacerbated by the timing 15 1aking place: an ailing minanty regime,
bankrupt, in & succession crisls, is-gaining a position of mastery. How
Europe views Israel being sacrificed for the sake of Europe's and
Amernica's ambitions s an unpleasant reality to be faced up to — it
appears notf to care at all,

The only conclusion: the EU and USA; wishing Israel to surrender
water, strategic assels, delerrent capability, histonc and religious
association and so on, are either themselves incapable of
understanding the significance of such, or wilifully desire the end of
Israel. So developed is the deception in Israel that loss of assels fo
those who hate it is viewed as beneficial, Thus il is perhaps |ustifiable
for somenone from outside fo draw altention to it W

PEACE WITH SYRIA:
NO MARGIN FOR ERROR

Yoash Tsiddon-Chatto

Immanuel Kant wrote his Perpetual Peace in 1757, claiming that a
democracy 15 less prone to go to war since its voters are the ones to
bear the brunt of the fighting and the costs of damages.

Kant claims that, for dictators, going to war is a relatively simple
decision, He has been proven nghl over the last 200 years
Democratic Israel versus Arab tyrannies is @ major Middle East
asymmelry, as are the resulting aims, secure growth for one, Israel’s
demise for the other,

Other asymmetres include the ratios of 500:1 geographical area,
80:1 population, 221 UN wvotes, &0% of wond oll production (by

il
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ISRAEL AND SYRIA:
THE STRATEGIC ANGLE

Aharon Leyran

Peace with Syria.cannol be genuine and is ceriainly not worih the heavy pnce of
losing the Golan Heighls. Since real peace does not exist among the Arabs or between
Enypt and lsrael, what sort of peace is possible with the radical Synan regime that has
opposed it for so many years? But if it is any "consolation” that the Egyptian front is
quiet, such queet has reigned on the Golan for more than 26 years, without "peace”
Let us-not be blinded by the shallow "peace” manira

Mot only can true peace nol prevall with Syria, but examination of the Golan's
strateqic importance to lsrael shows that "peace” whose pnce is the enfire Golan is
neither needed nor worth it Only the callous can envisage the uprooting of 17.000
people from 33 flounshing setilements — an act of "Ethnic Cleansing” that no peace
can warrant. Only a simpleion would give away a crifical asset that delers war or the
launching of missies (against Isragl) and thal maintains the siralegic equilibnum
between the adversares. Withdrawal to the 1923 international border is no less grave
than withdrawal 1o:the June 4, 1967 lines: In both cases, the Syrians will be fishing in,
pumping water from. and paddling cn Lake Kinneret [Sea of Galles).

The "securiy arrangements™ that were already agresd upon in 1985 are not worth
the paper they are written on. Certainly, no US early-waming station on Mount Herman
(even with a doubtful "lsraeli presence") could substitute for the worthy
"arrangemenls” — a drastic reduction of Syria's ORBAT (ammy), change in iis
structure, and redeployment north of Damascus. For the short distance from
Damascus to the Golan, early wamning is of little value, particularly in comparisan fo
the true "secanty arrangemenis”

To involve Amencans on the Golan would be folly, since it would enhance lsrasl’s
dependence and harm ils special relations with Washington. Also, a "peace” with Syria
that resulfs in its economic and military strengthening (as in the case of Egypl), and by
the US, is shieer folly

The "linkage" between Southern Lebanan (suddenly a "tragedy” in Barak’s words)
and the Galan is mosl unfortunate. Not only have we falled o subdue the Hizbuliah, we
have extended legitimacy to Syria's conquest of Lebanon, and are even ready o pay
with the crucial assel of the Golan, Syria has cntical economic interests In Lebanan
and If we were only to apply the proper pressure we could avoid the tragic
abandonment of the Golan

Israel's rights on the Golan are no less than Syria's, certainly in lerms of its length of
tenure there. Israel will gravely err if it does not make use of the commitments given by
Presidents Ford, Bush, and Clinton that Israel must maintain a presence on the Gofan
even in peacetime.

A feasible solution far Israel on the Golan would not be terntonal but functional, | e
a division between soversignty (to Syna) and presence and conirol (fo lsrael). We
should bear in mind the precedent of Jordan's leasing (1999) of lands to Israel for
decades Wl



 { ¢

s 1= P
Coenros Poacy Hessao

NATIV

A JOURNAL OF POLITICS AND THE ARTS

Nativ. ® Volume Thirfeen m Number 2 (72) W March 2000 ® 35 NIS

Articles

tsrael Without Ramat HaGolan: The Strateqic Angle Aharon Levran
Amencan Inlerests and an (sraeli-Synan Deal Yuval Levm

Synian Military Expendituras Shawn Pine:

The EU and the Syrian Track: Israel Ensnared Chnstopher Barder
Peace with Syria: Mo Margin for Ermor Yioash Tsiddon-Chatio
The Fulure Battlefield: Copvertiona!l and Non-Conventional Terror Ezra Sohar

The Anti—Millenjum, The Istamization OF Nazareth Raphagl fsragdl
"Address Unknown'" Kressmann Taylor
New Light on the Murder of Chaim Arlosoroff H- David Kirk

Peace Now, The Latest Link in the Chain Of Jewish Radicalism (part 1) The Editor

Documents

The Pentagon Map of Minimum Borders for Israel

The Arts « Edlor Moshe Shamir

Shlomo Tanly — In Memorium — Moshe Stamir and Ramy Ditzani

Poetry

Fiction

ALCMAN: Introduction and Translation — Yehezkel Brown ® Shiomo Tany B Rachel First ®
Miriam Godal m Ruth Netzar

Oded Mizrahi — Biood Covenanl

Reuvan Tabul — "Mango”

Haim Althoiz — Maottel's Trousers

Nativ

Contents of the next issus
Synopses in English

ACPR Update

Agtivities of the Ariel Center for Policy Research

Editorial Board

Prof Edward Mlexander, Or. Yoram Beck, Dr, Aharon Ban-Ami, Ephralm Ben-Haim, Prof. Yose! Ben-Shiomo, Prof
Yirmiatiu Brarover, Prof. Lows Reng Bares, Or, Netta Kohn Dor-Shay, Prof. Paul Eidelberg, Prof, Emil Fackenheim
Prof. Harold Fisch, Naomi Frenkl, Dr. Giora Goldberg, Prof, Raphael Isragl, Shmuel Katz, Aron Pappo, Prof. Eliay
Schochetman, Prof. Shiomo Sharan, Br. Martin Sherman, 2w Shiloah, Prof. Ezra Schar, Yoash Tsiddon-Chatto, Dr
Laurence Weinbaum, Prof. Hillel Weiss, General (res;) Rechavam Zeev)

Editor Arieh Stav # Associale Editor: Giora Leshem # Copy Editor: Esther Keren & Managing Editor: Itta Horol #
Subscrption Manager: Ell Meizlish & Publishing Director: Leah Kochanowitz 4 Production: E: Oren Ltd.

Nativ — bl-monthly & Publishied by the: Ariel Center for Policy Research (ACPR) & ISSN 7082 1187
P.OB. B30, Shaarei Tikva 44810 & Tel 972-3-906-3920, Fax' 972-3-906-3305 & _Suhﬂriplinn:: TelFax: 972-3-533-0822
Emall. acpridinter.netil & Internet Website: www.acpr.org|l

Annual subscription rales: 150 NIS & Overseas: 560 # The views expressed in the arficles do not necessarily reflect the views of the
pditors. & Nativ cannot return unsolicited manuscripts, Nativ |5 nol responsible for the content of the advertisements.




INTERCONTINENTAL AUTO PARTS
automotive fuel filters




GLey, Llel




