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ficrio to ronnie medzini .
from walliom f. u&hmink, the baltimore sun

on sunday, may 15, at about ten a.m., john wexiewsf wallis of the ]nnrlnnI

doily telegraph and i were telephoned by a member of the abu saud family. he

suld the familyjﬁh—d{he1ng evacunted from their houses and the houses demblished:

ani asked us to come over. we met him at the ggates of the chain and entered
the abu saud quarter across the mosnue area rather than through the moor gatﬁ;
a5 we walked into the quarter, a smallish man in a black suit and open-necked °
wiilte shirt ran over to me and told me to leave. i tried to ignore him, but

G younsg militnry policeman immodintely ciume up undessned oloo. he onid .
LU wan "forhiﬂrlng” for us to bo there. i told him 4 thought he was wrong waiid
profduced my prons card. abhout thins tim? o third person, a large man in prey
Lirovnera nnd o widte ahirs, onlne approeiachad me. all three of theno peroonn
rofuned to identify thomoelves to me. they insisted 4 leave and when i
refused, anll three grabbed me and manhandled me outm of the nuarter into

the mosrque area. at this point the two civilians let go and the MaPea
eccorted me the rest of the way out of the mosque aréa, through the moor pate
and halfway down the ramp. at-ome=mwisk he vas holding me by the back of my
belt and khe back of my shirt and at one point the shirt was ripped. john
waliis ket remained inside a few minutes lonper than i. hn also protested his
rejoval whereupon, he says, two civilians laid hold of him and s escorted him
acreoss the momque rrea and through the moor gate. all this occurred roughly .
between 10.15 and 10.20 aye emm. we then returned to the p.i.o. 'and talked
with mr. medzini. he telpphoned the police and we were assured we could teturn
to the site and enter the abu saud quarter. as we walked up the ramp te the
moor gate, the smallish man in the dark suit came up and introduced himself

as being from the ministry of religinuﬁ affairs. he asked what we wanted. wé
said we wanted to go inside. i wulkaﬂ slovwly up the ramp with him. john wallis
went ahead and was told W¥ he could not mnbessiiemx enter (he abu saud quurher
withoult the permission of this mnn. he cmee up and the three of us entered the
quarter. we were in there about ten minutes. wallis and i walked into ene of

the huumEa,nhnzs wanting a look at the first floor while workers on the scocond
floor were beating out the windows. we were 1n51da a couple of minutes, trying
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to talk with a member of the abu saud femily. a civilian came up and ordered

us out of the hovse. we went. outside, i attempted to carry on conversation

With another arab but was, in effect, harrassed by a large man in civilian

uresa who stood next to us glaring. at this point, i took a vhotograph of

the workers on the second floor of one of the aportmeniss. they howled and i

was told to stop taking phntngraphﬁ. at this, one of the elderly abu saud cickers
began nhnut1ng and the same lorge civilian ordered me out of the quarter,

as 1 attamp‘tud %o orpgue with him he grabbed me. the m.p. immediate) yﬂgnmn ‘ove

w, and also grabbed me and i was escorted out of the quarter agaln. wallis, also
under eccort, fnllnwed.

although i rﬂpeatedly asked the civilian officials to identify themselves,
they consistently refused., when i asked both the smallish mmn dark-suited man
+-nd the large man if they were from the relijgion mlnlstry, they nodded and
suld yes. however, the large man said so in a rﬂlativ&ly'ﬁn ff;ai#l way. as
though he were most of all intereasted in stopping éﬂnJﬂdetfﬂﬂ-lﬂﬂl
the militury policeman would not identify him,elf to me. although he
il not noy¥to me, it was clear to me that He was under supervision of the
civilians. he was clearly not interested in civing aiplanatiﬂna. however.,
hen i attempted to explain to him my press card, he said, “"you are not an
israeli and that is no good. there are thousands of, those " : .
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