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“Sits by great water, still waters and a pleasant land,
blessed with fovfulness, like the Garden of God it will
blassom, and its gate faces Eden.”

(Ashtari Hapirly, "Kaftor Vaperach®™, Tdith century ),

IN A NUTSHELL

e Beit-Shean Valley is part of the Jordan Valley and the
rican faull. The wvalley's depth, surrounding
ins and its location far from the sed cause great heat
dryness during the summer.

Thanks to the plentiful springs and warm climate, people
settled the valley in ancient times. There are archeological
remains that give evidence of human habitation there over
ab b0 vears ago. The Importance afthe location grew as it
became a main crossroad of fhieceld world, The area knew
diffesgnt peritds of splendor between the Egyptian rule (1300
BC) up te dfie Romah and Byzantine times, but during the
Ottoman rule it suffered serivus seét-backs. The reigation
network was abandoned resulting in the increase of swamps.
During the 19th centd  the area was almost completely vacant
_nl-'?eﬂ[ﬂe. The Sultan &bdol Hammid, who purchased land that
was wasted [G.’fpaﬂ..ij'_"li's lands), tried to improve the situation
without much suceess,

In 1936 the Jewlsh National Fund purchased lands from Arabs,
and Jewish settlement in the Beit-Shean Valley was renewed. In
&pite of the harsh climate and terrain, hostile neighbors,
malaria and the British authorities' heavy handi-the Homa
Umigdal (Stockade and Tower) settlement plan got started -
one of the most glorious moments in the saga of Jewish
resettlement. y
Eleven settlements were established In the Vallev at that time.
The great push of development in the area took place after the
establishment of the State. The settlements received the
remainder of the lands allocated to them, and those lands were
connected, so larde fields could be cultivated,

The vacated land made space for new settlements. The

following vears were a time of establishing of the settlements
outlining economic plans and completing land allocation.

After the Six Day War came a difficult period with the
Jordanians sowing land mines, and shelling from east ofthe

Jordan, which necessitated [ortification on the largest scale
ever seen in the country, Security fences were ralsed
numerous bunkers ballt, trenches and ditches were dug.
Ehildren, up to the ages of 13-14, slept in bunkers. Bul since
Sﬁptm 18804he borders have quieted

In 1995 Peace was declared between Israel and Jordan, Sheik
Houssiin Bﬂﬁgehmmﬂmﬁﬂdge af Peace, and hundreds of
tourists from both EHHH‘I#H ugh its, Jordan River Border
Terminal every day. During the P §ee negotiations, the
Regional Council “adopted” the various delegations, hosted
and accompanied them through the ﬂhﬂt&pﬂwﬁ and also
helped as much as possible by giving various services while
the bridge, terminal and roads were being constructed.

The Peace accord with Jordan closed a circle, security wise,
and opened the gate to prosperity and combined projects with
Jordan in the areas concerning tourlsm, agriculture anc
COmmerce.,
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bl
Gesher

BEIT-YOSEF

A cooperative moshav, belongs to
the Moshav Movement, was
founded in 1937 by "Hazafon™
organization as part of the Homa
Limigdal operation. The original
settlers fought bravely agalnst the
Iragl and Jordanian armies during
the War of Independence. But the
moshav was badiy damaged, and
its members dispersed,

It was resettled by the Socknut
{the Jewish Agency) in 1951 by
immigrants from lrag and
Kurdistan. ;

The origin of the name: honoring
Yosel Aharonowich, one of labor
party’s activists and ideologues.
Most of the Moshav's members
work In agriculture. Aside from the
cooperative land (orchards and
field crops) the farmers grow their
own herbs and vegetables both
outdoors and in greenhouses.
Population: about 380 People,

GESHER

Kibbutz, belongs to the
Linited Kibbutz movement.
Founded in 1939 by
Hakibbutz Hameuhad,

The founders were members
of immigrant vouth
mavements [rom Germany,
and No'ar Oved councilors.
In April 1948 kibbutz Gesher
was the first settlement to
resist attack by regular
army (Jordanian Arab
Legion), and again at the
time of declaration of
independence, held out against
Iraql attack. The lighters survived
the War of Independence. After the
war the Kibbutz was rebuilt on a
neighboring hill south of the ald
Gesher.

The origin of the name; three
bridges spanned the lordan River,
and was the location of the
settlement belore it was destroved
during the War of Independence.
The main kibbutz branches:
Agriculture - field crops,

orchards, lishery. chickens and
COWS.

Industry - MGMA, magnet
manufacture, gypsum quarry and
factory, (LAL - transportation,
electronic assembly,

Tourism: old Gesher site,
museum, gulded tours of the area,
A new tourist park is being
developed near Gesher's police
station and the lake

Population: about 600 peaple,

THE REGIONAL COUNCIL'S
SETTLEMENTS

et-Shean Regional Council's area of jurisdiction of covers over

,000 dunam, from kibbutz Gesher in the north to Nahal Bazak in the south,
m the Gilboa Mountains in the west to the Jordan River in the east.
contains 22 settlements with 12,000 residents in 16 Kibbutzim, 5 moshavim
and one community settlement. Nineteen of these settlements were founded
between the years 1936-1952.

HAMADIA

Kibbutz, belongs to the United
Kibbutz movement. Founded in
1942 by members of Mahanot
Ha'olim, and joined later on by
members of the Gordonia
movement, which consisted of
immigrants from Czechoslovakia,
Germany and Austria and also by
NAHAL cores originated in the
youth movement of Hatenu'a
Hamehuedet and Hano'ar Haoved.
The origin of the name: taken from
a neighboring Arab village located
north of the kibbutz and named
after the Turkish sultan Abdul
Hammicd.

Main kibbutz branches:
Agriculture - orchard, field crops,
livestock (fish, beef, chicken).
Industry - Inbar Plastic armor
factory, Delator Hamadia, a
manufacturer of doors and door
frames, and a technical office.
Recently initiated business and
tourist enterprises.

Population: about 550 people,
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TIRAT-TSEVI

Kibbutz, belongs to the religious
kibbutz movement. Founded by
pioneers from Germany, Romania
and Poland, who organized in
temporary locations around the
country and went on Lo established
the kibbutz in 1937,

Mayrap 3mn

The origin of the name: in memory
of rabhbi Tsevi Hirsh Kalisher,

a zionist vislonary, who urged
intensive settlement in the area

as early as 1860.

The kibbutz members make their
living in agriculture - field crops and
orchards, [hvestock - fish ponds,
chickens and turkeys,

Industry: Tiv - manufacture of
sausages and other meat products,
and ready made meals.

Population: about 800 people.

YARDENA

Belongs to the Moshav Ovdim
movement. Founded in 1952 hy
immigrants from Kurdistan and
northern Irag.

The origin of the name: after the
Jordan River that flows near by,
Yardena includes 63 agricultural
farms. Most of the people support
themselves with agriculture: a
regional orchard, field crops and
greenhouses, most notably
vegetables and herbs.
population: about 350 people.

KEFAR RUPPIN

Kibbutz, belongs to the United
Kibbutz movement. Was settled in
1936 as part of the Homa Uemigdal
aperation. The group of the founders
(Masad) consisted of immigrants
from Germany and Austria, in 1942
they were jolned by another group,
miostly [rom
Czechoslovakla
The origin of the
name; honoring
Arthur Ruppin, one
of the architects of
zionist settlement.
The main kibbutz

orchards,
ready-made lawn,
chickens, fishery,
aguarium fish.
Industry - foam
plastic profiles
factory and business
enterprises like
tourism,
photography,
ceramic and graphics
arts.

Population - about
500 people.

MA'DZ-HAIM

Kibbutz, belongs to the United
Kibbutz movement. Was founded in
1937 as one of the Homa Umigdal
settlements.

The kibbutz, which belonged to the
Hugim Group (later to became
Mahanot Ha'olim), was established
by a work brigade in Ra"anana. With
the vears, other immigrants from
Germany and Poland, and a few from
Irag, joined the brigade,

The origin of the name; Halm
Shtourman decided the kibbutz
location and named it “Ma'oz" -
Strongheld, in 1938 he was killed by
a land mine, together with Atkin and
Mosenzon, and the name Haim was
added to *Ma'oz",

The main kibbutz’s branches: field
crops, frults and citrus orchards,
chickens, dairy, fish pond; Pofiraz - a
plastic strap plant and Arizim - a
plastic packaging plant. Ma'oz-Halm
owns a restaurant near the Jordan
River Terminal, and also does guided
tours for groups along the border,
plus various small enterprises.
Population: about 600 people.

branches: lield crops,

MAYRAV

Kibbutz, belongs to the Religious
Kibbutz movement. Started as a
NAHAL settlement atop of Mount
Malkishoua in the Gilboa mountain
range.

In 1982 the settlement became
civilian, and started its wav with a
group of kibbutz-born and members
of Benel-Akiva.

Five years later the group moved
to its permanent site - on Mount
Aminadav.

The origin of the name: comes from
storfes of the war of Saul and his
sons on the Gilboa, has two
meanings. The first was the name
of Saul's oldest daughter, and also
“May-Rav” (Many Waters) to help
lift David's “no dew nor rain” curse
of desolation on Gilboa at the death
of King Saul

The kibbutz combines agriculture,
livestock and industry. The
agriculture consists of fleld crops
and orchards; livestock includes
chicken, dairy and a fishery, and
the industry - a factory for
decorative candles, Nieror Etzion.
Ma of Company, which specialized
in designing and construction of
machinery by order, is operating in
partnership with Mayrav,

Many traveling agencles groups
visit Mayrav, where they enjoy a
tour and lunch

Population: about 200 people.
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MESILLOT

Kibbutz, belongs to Hashomer
Hatzair - Hakibbutz Ha'artzl, lounded
in 1938 as part of Homa Umigdaf.
The founders were pioneers from
Poland and Bulgaria, and a few from
Argentina,

The origin of the name: after a

core of founders called “Bamesilla”.
Also, based on a verse from [saiah
33 "and the roads (mesillot) shall
e desolated so that none shall pass
through”.

The main agricultural branches are
field crops, orchards, cows, chicken
and fishery,

The industrial branches: Haroshef
Kevalim - steel cables and lifting
straps factory; Mofaz - manufacture
ol jewelry and gold and silver
products, Shavish Mesifof - modular
kitchen casting technology. Tafsar-
knitted goods.

Tourism - rustic lodging, and also
Beit Ha'osher - beauty treatment and
various alternative health
treatments.

Population: about 570 people,

MA'ALE-HAGILBOA

Kibbutz, belongs to the Religious
Kibbutz movement. Started as a
NAHAL settlement which was
established in 1963 as part of an
effort to develop Jewish settlements
on the Gilboa. Four years later it
was turned into a civilian religious
kibbutz, but it was vacated, and
resettled again in 1974,

The origin of the name: after the site
of the settlement’s location - ascent
of the Gilboa - one of the highest

peaks in the mountain range.

The kibbutz branches: agriculture -
dairy, turkeys and [ishery, field
crops, vegetables and organic
agriculture. Tourlsm - hosting and
rustic lodging.

In 1993 the Northern Religious
Kibbutz Yeshiva was established in
the kibbutz. The students integrate
two years of yeshiva studies with
full military service.

Population: about 300 people

NEVE-UR

Kibbutz, belongs to the United
Kibbutz movement. Founded in
1949 by members of pioneer
youth movements who immigrated
from Irag. Within the first years
they all lelt, and were replaced

by members of local youth
movement and kibbutz-born
Israelis.

The origin of the name: the biblical
Ur-Kasdim, the place of origin of
both the patriarch Abraham,

and that of the lounders (who
originate (rom Baghdad, Irag's
capital, In the vicinity of anclent
Lir-Kasdim).

The kibbutz main branches:
Industrial factory Orlal -
manufacturer of precision metal
casting, primarily meant for the
European automotive market
Agriculture branches: orchards, field
crops, fishery, dairy and veal,
Small enterprises: Mesfi- silk
dyeing and clothing production,
and Adarre- graphic design
services,

Population: about 450 people,

NEVE-EITAN

Kibbutz, belongs to the United
Kibbutz movement. Founded in 1938
by immigrants from Poland, members
of Akiva, a zionist vouth movement,
The origin of the name: a verse lrom
Jeremiah 50 44, “you are like the lion
who leaps from the majesty of Jordan
onto Neve Eitan (abode of strength)”.
The kibbutz main branches: fishery,
cows, beat, field crops, orchards
and chicken, Pasgon - plastic armor
factory, sanitarium and a cultural
events center.

Population: about 270 people

NIR-DAVID (TEL-AMAL)

Kibbutz, belongs to the Hashomer
Hatzair - Hakibbutz Ha'artzi. The
core of founders was formed in 1932
and in 1936 was settied,

Nir-David was the first kibbutz in
Beit-Shean Valley, and first
settlement to be built in the Homa
Untigdal system.

The origin of the name: Tel-Amal,
the original, symbolic name of the
settlement was changed to
Nir-David, after David Wolison, the
second president of the Zionist
Organization,

The kibbutz main branches: fishery,
turkey, orchard @nd flield crops
Industry: Nir-David Cek - manufacture
of coated tracing paper, and a plant
for manufacturing and distributing
gardening tools and lawn mowers.
Tourism: restaurant & food-stands
in Gan Hashlosha, rustic lodging and
guided tours in the kibbutz and the
surrounding area.

Population: about 750 people.
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"EIN-HANATZIV

Kibbutz, belongs to the Religious
Kibbutz movement, Founded in
1946 by vouth movements
members who came from Germany
a lew years earlier, They were
joined by a group of immigrants
from France and Holland.
The origin of the name: after Rabhi
Naphtali Tsevi Yehuda Berlin, the
head of the Yeshiva in Volojin, one
of the leaders of Hovevel Zion
in Lita.
Main kibbutz branches; agriculture
- fietd crops, orchards and
livestock (dairy. chicken, fishery).
Industry - Palizive, producing
polyethylene foam, a multi-use
material.
A school for the daughters of the
religions kibbutz was lounded In
‘Ein-Hanatsiv, an educational frame
work [or veterans who are
interested In getting more familiar
with the world of Judaism in the
special atmosphere of the kibbutz.
Population: about 700 people,

r

REVAYA

Moshav Ovdim, belongs to the lgud
Hamoshavim of Hapoel Hamizrahi.
Founded in 1952 and settled mostly
by immigrants from Morocco, and
a few from Iraq.

The origin of the name: symbolic.

The moshav's first years were
paved with disappointments,
Immigrants came and left.

In recent years a committes was
formed in arder to manage the
moshay appropriately. Over the
vears there has been progress in
social and cultural activities,

0% of the residents earnings
comes from agriculture, In recent
years, greenhouse agriculture -
mainly for growing herbs and
vegetables - has been developed in
the moshav.

During the years of Ethiopian
immigration, the moshav joined in
the effort of absorption of
Immigrants.

Population: about 350 people.

Moshav Ovdim, belongs to the
lgud Hamoshavim of Hapoel
Hamizrahi. Founded in 1951 and
settled by immigrants from
Muaroceo and Kurdistan,

The origin of the name; after

an ancient settlement that was
located nearby

805, of the population’s sarning
come from agriculture. 60% of the
farmed land is used for growing
vegetables. Growing vegetables
and herbs in greenhouses is a
recent development. The remaining
20% work in various trades -
municipal and personal services,
commerce, transportation etc.
Population: about 320 people.

RESHAFIM

Kibbutz, belongs to the Hashomer
Hatzair movement - Hakibbutz
Ha'artzi. Founded in 1948 in a
communal camp with Kibbutz
Sheluhat. The kibbutz lounders

Jdmmigrated from Remania and

settled the land after a training
period in Kirvat-Halm. They were
joined by immigrants from Eastern
Europe, Far Eastern countries and
South America; and local youth,
The arigin of the name;'a
combination of the founder’s origin
and the location. The senior
members are Reshafal Hashoa
{sparks of the holocaust) and the
name of land upon which the
kibbutz is settled was Asrafia,

The main kibbutz branches: field
crops, dates plantation and an

orchard, cows, chickens and
fishery, Industrial plant Teraplex -
compound, pressure pipes and
dental tubes.

Population: about 550 people,

SEDE-ELIYAHU

Kibbutz, belongs the Religious
Kibbutz movement. Settled on the
land in 1939 as part of Homa
Urmigdal. The [irst to arrive came
from Germany, and they were
joined by immigrants from Italy,
France and other groups, local and
from abroad.

The origin of the name: after
Elivahu Gutmacher, a friend and
partner of Rabhi Tsevi Hirsh
Kalisher, one of the first Hovevei
Zion and an orthodox Zionist
visionary.

In Séde-Ellvahu there is a mixed
agricultural farming: field crops
and vegetables, orchards, dairy
chicken and fishery. The kibhutz is
a piomeer in the area of bio-
agriculture, and side by side a
laboratory was developed, which
turned into a factory lor biological
pest-control,

An additional plant - S.0.A. - the
handling and drying of herbs.
Population: about 700 people,

SEDE-NAHUM

Kibbutz, belongs to the United
Kibbutz movement. Founded in
1937, and was one of the first to
settle the land as part on the Home
Umigdal settlements.

Its founders came from Hasadé
group {graduates of Mikve-lsrael
agricultural school) and from the
Kibbutz Meuhad Brigade - first
pioneer youth from Austria, who
were later joined by ploneers from
Poland, Russia and Germany.

The Origin of the name;
combination of the original name
of the founders with the name
Nahum Sokolov, president of the
International Zionist Organization.
The main kibbutz branches:
various field crops. orchards

and fishery.

Auvdaf - manufacture of plastic
packaging. Veof Hasadé - a wellare
center and protected residency;
Kitchen Fashion, and also
apartments rental.

Population: about 300 people.
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“Jerusalem”
- Masaic in
Shelolal.
Artists:
Haszida
Landaw,
Haim
Sechter

SEDE-TERUMOT

Moshav Ovdim, belongs to lgud
Hamoshavim of Hapoel Hamizrahi
It was established by the Jewish
Agency (Socknut) in 1951,

The origin of the name: David's
Song of Lament over Saul and
Jehonathan, "0 Mount Gilboa, Let
there be no dew nor rain upon you,
Let no crop of grain grow on your
slopes.” (2 Samuel] 1-21).

Muost of the residents came from
Sandor village, a Jewish village in
northern lrag, based on
agriculture. About a third of the
moshav’s members work in
building and as construction
contractors.

Another third works in farming
(vegetables, herbs and livestock),
The rest make a living from various
occupations, "
Population: about 400 people.

SHELUHOT

Kibbutz, belongs to the Religious
Kibbutz movement. Founded in
1948 by young people who came
with the Youth Immigration (Alivat
Hano'ar) before the Holocaust,

and, in 1941, got organized

in two vouth groups in
*Rodges” (Petach-Tikva) and
Sedé-Ya'akov. Later on they
were joined by other groups
from the US, South Africa,
and lsraelis, mostly from
Benei Akiva.

The origin of the name; alter
the location - a range
(sheluha) at the foot of the
Gilboa mountains.

The main kibbutz hranches:
agriculture - field crops,
vegetables and orchards,
chicken, dairy and lishery.
Industry - Microe View - readers
tor microfilm. Tourism: rustic
lodging. Also - small business
enterprises: a duplication
[acility and a children clothing
factary.

Population: about 500 people.

TEL-TEOMIM

A community settlement,
belongs to lgud Hamoshavim
of the Hapoel Hamizrahi.
Founded in 1982 by the Jewish
Agency’s Settlement
Department as a solution for
the new generation of Bikura
settlements (Revaya, Rehov and
Sedée-Terumaot).

The origin of the name: a landmark
of a double hill within the
settlement's limits.

Maost of the residents are from
Bikura settlements. Some do
farming, others work outside the
Yeshuv. During the years of
immigration from Russia, the
settlement was prepared lor a
massive absorption.

Recently the settlement opened its
doors to newcomers applying the
“huilt-your-own-home™ systemn.
JFopulation: about 450 people

MALKISHOUA -
REHABILITATION
COMMUNITY

The community for the treatment
and rehabilitation of drug addicts,
Malkishoua, Is located atop Mount
Gilboa. Its aim is to help drug
addicts to rehabilitate both
spiritually and functionally. The
community was established In
November 1990 by the War on
Drugs Authaority, initiated by Yegal

Shahar, head of the reglonal
council.

The basis of the plan Is social
and psychological treatment,
which deals with the personality
structure, and the relationship
between the individual and the
environment. The treatment lasts
a year within the community,
and is based on recognizing the
nature of the addiction and its
source. The process includes
personal, family and group
sessions, and help in improving
the personality and behavior of
the participants.

The [acility operates as a
community, where patients and
staff live together, based on the
idea of responsibly and mutual
aid. During the stay in the
community, the patients take an
active role in the running the
place, which involves work, and
personal, group and family
treatments.

The staff includes professionals
and ex-addicls, and the facility
includes new dwellings and public
buildings: a dinning room, clinic
{where the physical rehabilitation
tiake place), a gym, a bullding for
vocational training.

In 19595 an additional treatment
framework was added, designated
for voung boy and girls, ages 12-18
who use drugs habitually.

The treatment is comprehensive
and intensive; it lasts two years
and it is characterized by an
ongoing, continuous treatment
from the absorption stage up to
full integration back in soclety,
The young patient’s studies are
with accordance of the Minlstry
of Education.
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THE BEIT SHEAN VALLEY
REGIONAL COUNCIL

egional Council of the Beit-Shean Valley was established at the time of the

ate’s founding, and supplys on-going municipal services in agriculture,

nment, education and recreation. Also, helping in tourism, economic projects
and special social services.

Initially the Council's headquarters were in an abandoned building in Beit Shean. In
the early fifties it was moved to its current location at regional center. Next door to
the Council is the /dan Center, where social and cultural activities take place, and

complementary education to all members of the population is available.

THE COUNCIL'S HEADS
SINCE ITS ESTABLISHMENT

Yosel Rieskin (Eden}  1946-1950
Paffi Tahon 1950-1957
Elisha Soltz 1957-1964

PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH

A few acting bodies and establishments work to advance the
physical and mental health of the public. They include a regional
nurse to coordinate and advance settlement clinics, a public
dental clinic In Gush Bikura for school children, Tofhanat
Ha 'amikim - a counseling and psychiatric station, and Sheisaf,

LUri Yaffe 196491986 : ; h

gl T ] ? an alternative medical fellowship. Recently a new health center
Yegal Shahar | S86-1996 i ! i : , i T !
) : : : was built, including a therapeutic pool and special rooms
Yael Shealtieli 19496

designed to treat the disabled

The Council's plenum is composed of settlement TroE WELFARE DEPARTMENT includes social workers whio grant
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representatives; one for each. The plenum elects a ten member
board of directors, to assist the chairman and serve on the
various committees: agriculture, water, planning and
construction. Besides the agricultural committee, otler hodies
are dedicated to growth in other branches,

With the reduction of activities [n the Settlement Movement and
the independent settlements, the Regional Council took over
their responsibilities, activities
and enterprises

The package of services
includes economics and
drainage, culture and
security, mandatory
efducation and suppl-
ementary education for
all age groups.

p—

various services to both community and individuals. Also active
in the department is the Regional Drug Coordinator who
explains, prevents and deals with drug and alcohol abuse issues,
GIL 02 - Git Oz fellowship is located at Man Center, and it is
famous for the varied activities it offers the region's elderly.
They include a daytime school of enrichment classes, various
courses, counseling, and accompanying senlor's committees,
communal travel in country and abroad, and consolidation of

nurses for wellare homes. Besides the two existing
buildings, an additional one is in its final stages of
planning, as a center for elderly on welfare, who
are too sick or weak to care for themselves,

YAD SARA BRANCH - Next to the fellowship, Yad
Sara branch operates with assistance of local
vilunteers, It renders lending and installing
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(distress call) services to the elderly, sick and disabled
throughout the northern reglon.

Yad Sara. Gil Oz and the Regional Council operate Nelonit, a
transportation services for the elderly and disabled.

EDUCATION

The Reglonal Council’s formal education system includes
establishments serving about 3,500 students, beginning with
two day-care centers in the moshavim, 31 kindergarten up to
and including elementary and secondary schoaols.

8 The Communal School in Sedé-Eliyahu is the largest. 1,300
students from orthodox settlements attend this school.

a The Communal Education Home at Nevé-Eitan is attended by
about 400 secondary school students from the kibbutzim of
United Kibbutz movement, Regional Council's settlements and
the Valley settiements,

m Religious State Bikura School, an elementary school,
attended by about 110 children from moshavim from Gush
Bikora.

® Rimon, a regional elementary school, located near Mesillot,
attended by 340 children from Hakibbutz Hartzi and Beit-
Hashita.

® Dekalim, & regional elementary school located near Hamadia
and attended by about 370 students [rom Kibbutzim of the
United Kibbutz movement and moshavim.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

® Dror - classes for children with autistic tendencies, attended
by about 13 students ages 3-13. Operating as part of Rimon
school, it includes an extended school day all vear around.

um Ulpanat Gilad - in Beit Yosef, for youth who suffer from
emotional disturbances. Attended by 14 students from the
northern area, it |s recognized as a quality substitute to
out-patient treatment.

® Youth Drug Rehabilitation Facility in Malkishoua - one of a
kind, and a first in the country, intended for youth, ages 12-18,
who use drugs habitually, The facility is located in Malkishoua.
& drug rehabilitation center on the Gilboa, and operates as an
autonomic unit, separated from the adult community.

m The center for Art Therapy - caring for about 60 children who
have difflculties or are disabled, assisting them through the use
of plastic arts and movement.

REGIONAL "MATNAS"

LIVELY ACTIVITIES FOR A DIVERSE POPULATION

The Regional MATNAS operates as part of the Reglonal Counel,
and s responsible for all enrichment activities for vouth and
adults alike, including coordinating regional youth activities,
classes In various subjects, sports, dance and music studios
The councll takes care of transportation of the participants to
the different locations where the various activities take place -
schools, gyms In moshavim, Gan-Hashlosha and Idan Center,
which Include classrooms; a dance hall and music auditorium,.

m Classes for Youth and Adults: The classes offered include
enrichment and study courses such as German, and studies of
Eretz Israel for adults, electronics classes for the young
scientist, model planes for kids, computer classes for all ages,
animation, hikes and nature studies.

® Studios for Music and Dance: Within the ldan center, a high
standard professional studio for dance and music is operating
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I ram Idan Center

About 2000 hundred students attend music instruction on
different instruments (solo and groups). and classes in artistic
dance (divided by age group). The students perform locally
and in surrounding areas,

m Sport Activity: The Sports Department of the MATNAS is
responsible for rich and varied sports activities, popular and
competitive sports, supplying the schools and regional
settlements with related seérvices. There are different leagues
for different sport branches and different ages, plus various
classes like gymnastics. The department also organize yearly
sporting events, including the national champlonship marathon
Beit-Shean Valley, sprinting competitions lor secondary school
and the “Spring March”

& The Department of Settlements: Within the MATNAS different
activities are available for both youth and community,
including complementary education, summer activities,
supporting youth movements branches, hikes, advancement of
youth and veterans, and clubs for th elderly.

& Child and Youth Department; Consolidation of
all youth and children's activities within the
regional and soclal framework (all  the
settlements belong to the same political bloc),
waorkers’ instruction in informal education fields,
attendants and guides, Working with the Youth
Movement providing courses for youth
councilors, organizing the Yoguth Council,
initiating cultural & social activities for children
and wyouth, and running summer time and
vacations activities.

[NW-Nt3 pRpa teem 2are T
A Memorial to the Fallen of the
Beit-Shean Valley's Campaigns

CULTURE
MULTIPLE CHOICES FOR THE ENTIRE POPULATION

In the region's main auditorium, the Kimaron, many
different performances take place: Theater, concerts,
kid's shows, movies, entertainment, eultural and social
events. Also, art exhibits of regional artists and artists
who are represented by Omanut La’am take place in
the lobby,

The Cultural Department initiates and organizes
ceremonies, regional events and cultural gatherings, and
supports and directs the settlements’ cultural
coordinator extending various services to the schools,
The department succeeded in consolidating a group of
loyal, culture loving people, and Initiated a network of
subscribers to theatre, choice children theatre, quality
movie club, and concerts. It runs a literary club with the
cooperation of the regional library.

Within the regional cultural framework are several active
bodies:

8 Havural Hazemer (the Song Group) Sadot Sheboa'emek
consists of 17 members, both orthodox and non-sectarian from
the kibbutzim In the area who have been singing diligently
together for 17 years under the direction of Tsevl Caspl, and
representing the Council commendably both in the country and
abroad,

& Mandelolinot Orchestra consists of 20 musiclans who play
mandolins, mandolas and guitars. The orchestra has existed for
ten years under the direction of Yaakov Yaacobson. The
players, ages 15 to 82, are residents of the Valley.

® Regional Libraries there are two public libraries: a central
lending and study library in the educational facility in Nevé
Eitan, and a public library in Gush Bikura.

m BapiKAH regional monthly magazine reflects what's
happening In Bika'at Beit-Shean, including information on
regional, local and personal events in various
branches of life, interviews, articles and opinions.
Babikah is delivered free of charge to every
household in the area.

® Regional Archives - gathering, recording and
storing of published and recorded material from
all the regional Institutes according to the
Archives Law, The archive includes a collection of
photographs, maps and digital archival material,
It serves students, and concentrate archival
activities for the region’s archivists.

m AMakiM Harrakor Lo, Fellowship - a video
production company. Produces documentaries
and commercials lor companies and
manufacturers. The studio records the activities
in the area and produces a monthly program
containing up-to-date |nformation about the
region and what's happening there, Under Its roof
It hosts school classes
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ECONOMY & EMPLOYMENT
DURING THE ERA OF PEACE

"',__.*:EHII}IILTUBE & WATER

" 1 shall turn the desert into a lake and arid
land into water spring”

Agriculture is al the center of the economy of Beit-Shean Valley,
and claims 40°% of the total revepue of the region’s kibbutzim, In
the Moshavim about 60°% of the economic units are partially or
fully active, The easily accessible water sources caused speedy
development of intensive farming, The cultivated land spreads
over about 120,000 dunams. Three quarters of the land is used
for field crops and vegetables. The rest is for orchards, fish
ponds and reservoirs. The kibbulzim concentrate on feld crops
and vegetables, grown industrially, but in the moshavim,
outdoor farming is of greater variety. In the early nineties the
moshavim became interested in growing vegetables, herbs and
flowers in greenhouses. Indoor growing got a push with the
cancellation of the outdoor vegelable quota.

Today, 250 dunams are used for hitech greenhouses, vielding
large amounts of a wide variety of crops.

Afiker Maim, a regional water management association, supplies
its consumers about 100 million cublc meters of waler a vear,
Most comes [rom 30 springs that run through tHe valley at
different flow levels. The amount of water produced is.about 60
to 70 million cubic meter per year. According to quality, water 15

diverted to farming and fish ponds. High quality water from
wells (about 15 million cubic meter per vear) is directed to the
more sensitive crops and to home use. Another source is the
Jordan River. 40 to 50 million cubic meters are pumped straight
from the Jordan River from nine pumping stations.

With the signing of the Peace agreement and [ts implementation
by Jordan, it's possible that the amount of water pumped from
the Jordan River in the past will be reduced somewhat. The
Water Commissioners and the Agriculture Ministry have
complied, as is ‘written In the water article of the Peace
agreement, that the Beit-Shean Valley will recelve water {rom a
different source to compensate for the amount lacking from the
Jiedan River,

AGRICULTURAL SERVICES

Agricultural committee: a committee that connects growers In
the moshavim and kibbutzim with the regional growers
committes, natlonal growers organizations, production councils
and Agriculture Ministry,

Experimental Station - Eden Ranch: caring for existing crops,
guidance, introduction of new crops, watering issues,
fertilization, cultlvation etc. Also, in cooperation with
institutions lor agricultural research, it applies a wide verity of
different agricultural crops for the good of farming in the area
Regional Research & Development: experimental station which
develops new crops in all branches: orchards, lield crops,
livestock, and help with the transition from outdoor vegetable
farming to greenhouse growing,

Sherut Sadé (Field Service) Laboratory: supplies lab services to
farmers concerning plants, soll and water. The lab. using exact
measurements, determines the amount of fertilizers and water
already existing in any types of soil and plants, and gives the
farmers precise instructions as to the correct amount of water
and the level of {ertilizers needed.

Afikel Maim: water association, responsible for the supply of
water to the settlements as part of communal water projects
together with Mekorot. The assoclation also deals with
developing various water sources and Installations in the
settlements (reservoirs and fish ponds).
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Combined Pest-Control Laboratory:
within the Council's framework, in
cooperation with kibbutzim from the
Gilboa and Beit-Shean Valley and field
advisors, a unique project is taking
place. Its purposes are: both the
reduction in the amount of and
greater elflclency In the use of
pesticldes, and finding alternative
solutions to control of agricultural pests,
Within the project: a laboratory lor pesticide
resistance monitoring, Their {indings are the -basis lor
management of pest-control materials on feld crops and
visgetables in the area, With the establishment ol Peace, lsrael,
Jordan, Egypt, the Palestinians and the US joined together in an
international eflort to reduce the use of pestcontrol chemlcals
on both sides of the Jordan Yalley.

NDUSTRY

Industry is the main employer for the area's
settlements, leading in plastics, metal and

food production.

REGIONAL ENTERPRISES

The regional enterprises were established in the early fifties to
solve the problem of processing and packaging agricultural
produce from the region's kibbutz farms

Today, the Shean enterprise is the largest industrial center in
the area. 700 are emploved, the annual turnover Is
approximately. 400 million NIS.,

The. Shean group concentrates mainly on the following
branches:

m O=Tov - the raising and provessing of turkey, its annual
production |s approximately 30 000 tons. )

m OFrTov PRODUCE - various products, processed meat
products from chicken and turkey, annual turnover of
approximately 4,000 tons,

# DAGSHEAN - fish processing, packaging and marketing
[actlity, fish import (about 6,000 tons per year) and fish
products.

8 HADAR-SHEAN - a regional citrus industry which includes &
regional citrus orchard {aprox. 5,000 dunams), packing house
1.5 million cﬁ_uteﬂ a'wear) and a cultivation company that care
for about 10,000 dupam of citrus orchards.

® TAMAR-SHEAN - dates, sorting, packaging and cultivating 8,000
tons of dates a year, also makes date products for the bakery
Industry and retail market.

B REFRIGERATING & STORAGE - Cold storage and transshipping
lacilities, deep freeze and storage.

u Industrial Construction; rental ol bulldings and lots, plots’
development and setting foundations,

m Various Services: a gas station, a garage, laboratories and
food services,

® SHEAN DATA PROCESSING - a company for computer services,
economic consulting and guidance in different areas,

m IMPORT OF EQUIPMENT, machinery, raw material for industry
and fishing.

The group is owned by a mother company, Pitoh-Shean (Shean
Developmient), and the regional settlements, Some of the
enterprises (Off-Tov Enterprises, and Dag-Shean) have outside
partners,

In the reglon there s an acquisition organization of Belt-Shean
farms, The organization centralizes farms’ produce and man
power for the farms, and collects sales revenue for them, 16
farms are members of this organization, with annual earnings of
aprox. 250 million NIS.

B THE BEIT-SHEAN VALLEY DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LTD.
The Bell-Shean Valley Development Company deals with
projects In the Regional Council’'s jurisdiction and with
enterprises related to the Council. It greatly emphasizes the
development of tourism in the Valley, which s achieved by
connecting elements o the Council and settlements with
government and other official bodies.

® THE CENTER FOR ENCOURABEMENT OF ENTERPRISES

(MT1) AND COMMERCIAL GREENHOUSES

MT] was established to provide an employment solution for
many new immigrants who arrived in the region during the
early nineties. Seon after,
the center became the
acting, body for
developing business and
enterprises, and
commercial greenhouses,
and emplovment
developer for all the
region’s residents. MTI
runs classes in business
enterprise, and a unique
project for developing
enterprises In kibbutein,
In partnership with the
Regional Counecil in
developing and advancing
MTI are: the Ministry of
Industry and Commerce,
the Jlewish Adency
(socknut) and the
Ministry of Absorption.
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-~ ECREATION & TOURISM:
'NATURAL RESOURCES,
SCENERY & HISTORY

The Beit-Shean Valley is great for tourism, with
its rich scenic and natural sites, springs and
archeological finds. The beautiful landscapes
spread down from the Gilboa Mountains and
Kohav Hayarden. Water springs from the land,
rivers flow through its channels. The largest
are the Jordan River, Nahal Harod (which is
currently undergoing restoration), Nahal Amal
(Ha'assi) and Nahal Tabor.

There are 18 natureé reserves covering a total area of 6,500
tdunams. The most important are: Ge'on Hayvarden, Nahal Tavor
and the Gilboa Most noteworthy Is Ge'on Hayvarden, with its
dense and unique flora, rich world of fauna, especially fowl,
About a million various raptorial, hundreds of thousands storks
and pelicans pass through the Valley towards Africa from
Europe and A%ia in the fall, and back again in spring.
The region is full of archeclogical sites with
importan! tourlsm potential: Kohay Hayvarden,
Beit-Shean (Skittopolis) and Gesher, The lirst
two, with Gan Hashlosha, are natlonal parks
covering over 2,500 dunams.

A large number of maosaic floors of
synagogues from the Late Roman and
Byzantine periods were discovered in
the area.

Development of tourism in the Valley
express the trend hoth here and
abroad toward health and recreation,
creative activities, water sports and
nature appreciation, meeting the
hosting community and authentic
contact with one's falth and the roots of
human kined,

Added attraction of tourlst activity: prime
location in the central tourlsms’ axis in
Israel, far enough from the center to Sjustify”
staying over night, relatively mild climate
during winter and spring seasons with lew rainy
days, and the recent addition of the border pass
to Jordan.

Indeed, the Regional Council maintains all the numerous sites,
preserving while developing additional activities, vacationing
and tourism sites with the cooperation of the Beit-Shean Valley
Development Company and the Tourism Fellowship in the
Valley and with the help of the Jewish National Fund, Ministry
of Tourism and the Jewish Agency (Socknut).

Peace with Jordan and the establishment of the border terminal
Nehar Hayarden present an additional tourist attraction and
development opportunity.

W GANAI HUGA: EXOTIC AND FRIENDLY
Ganai Huga Is a relatively new recreation and water park, It was
bullt by the Regional Councll with the aid of the Ministry of
Tourism and the Jewish National Fund! It is located in the
middle of Beit-Shean Valley near Nahal Harod river and
adjacent to the Isracklordan border pass, and covers over 1,200
dunams,
At the site there are three pools constructed above the natural
base of Huga's springs. The pools are surrounded by lawns and
large shaded areas. For the comfort of the bathers there are
food services, special spots for family picnics, a play ground, a
renovated flour mill, & stocked pondfor recreational fishing and
a Bedouin-style camp featuring traditional hospitality. The park
is uniquely exotic, family orfented, used for bathing, recreation
and large events, festivals etc.
The Beit-Shean Valley Development Company, which runs the
business side of the park, plans comprehensive development In
the coming years, of a vacationing site; a restaurant, a puly,
and a fauna corner. (Tel, 06-581874/5)

B NATIONAL PARK, GAN HASHLOSHA
(GARDEN OF THREE):

One of the most beautifal in the country,
includes various sites

Gan Hashlosha, adjacent to Kibbutz
Nir-David, is one of the most loved and
well known sites o the country. Aboul
450 thousand people visits there every
Year.

The Gan, which is called “Sachne” in
Arablc, was bullt around a spring
which flows from the bottom of the
large pool that is divided into sub
pools by connecting waterfalls. The
¥ waler temperature |§ constant year
around - 28°C, Around the peol huge
lawns cover over about 160 dunams,
shade trees, palms, sitting corners,
water slides, small stone bridges, food
stands, a restaurant, a renovated flour mill
that runs on water power, a gym and recreation
fior kids,
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Two musenms operate in the park grounds:

B The Museum of regional and Mediterranean Archeology -
on display are tools and exhibits that reflect 7,000 years of
habitation in Beit-Shean valley from the stone age, through
biblical times up o the classical period. Among the exhibits
are; Beit-Shean antiques, synagogues, a weavers settlement
from the period of the Kings of lsrael, Greek art, both ancient
and Coptic Egyptian, an archeological garden and a youth
wing.

B Homa Umigdal Museum reconstructs the Homa Umigdal
(tower and stockade) system according to the model of
Tel-Amal (Nir-David), which was the first (1936) of 52 Homa
Umigdal’s settlements. The reconstruction displays the
wooden wall and the observation tower in full size, over an
area of one dunam, and also three dwelling huts, one of which
is a reconstructed dinning room exactly the it was in those
days. Insides the huts - photographs and exhibits, a museum
exhibit that gets students involved actively in sound and light
show that reconstructs the period of the thirties:

Tel. 6-586215.

B Old Gesher: Reconstruction and an Herole Story

MNext to kibbutz Gesher, on the Jordan River banks, lies the *0ld
Gesher” enclosure. Gesher was the first settlement to be
attacked by the Arab-Jordanian Legion, and it was also invaded
by Iraqi troops at the time of the Declaration of Independence,
in the Fall of 1959 work was begun to preserve and reconstruct
Old Gesher's enclosure and its surroundings. A few remains
were left of the vital way of life that went on in Gesher in the
past: the rebuilt dinning room, remains of the old kindergarten
and the clothing store room, and exhibits from the llfe
underground during the siege and fghting days. Recently, with
the help of the Ministry of Tourism and The lewish National
Fund, a plan was initiated for a Ge'on Hayarden Promenade that
stretches from the bridges’ location westward, next to the
Byzantine Han (bath). A large réeservoir is intended for water
recreation, fishing and rowing. Also, there is a plan to build an
aperating model of the hydroelectric power station Naharaim
as it operated between the years 1932-1948, when it [ell into
Irsigi hands. Tel. 06-758783

B Gan Leumi , Kohay Hayarden (National Park, Star of
Jordan): Crusaders, Moslem and Jews

Kohav Havarden is an impressive Byzantine fort built by the
knights of the Hospitalar Order (Palace of the Knights) al
the top of a clill; at the edge ol Ramat-Kohay, 312 meters above
sea level. The knights named the place Befvaire (beautiful
scenery in French), The Arabs calls it Kaukab-al-Howa (Star of
the Winds)

In January 1189, after heavy fighting and a siege that lasted over
a year and a hall, the Moslems conguered the fort from the
crusaders under the direct command of Salah-A-Din. the
Moslem commander decided to spare the lives of the 50 Knights

il

and the 400 worriers, as a sign of respect lor their inspiring
resistance and courage. Among the lort’s stone wall were
discovered stones that were taken from the Jewish settlement
Kohawv [rom the 3rd century AD,

In 19%4, in a first of a kind joint project between the Natlonal
Parks Authority and artist Ygal Tomarkin, a sculpture garden
was established next to the lort, It displays artworks that were
designed, with the fort’s inspiration, The sculplures were
donated by the artlst and the display sites were planned and
designed by him. Tel, 06-5817T66,

B The Gilboa: Beautiful Scenery, a Joy to Behold

Ahove Belt-Shean Valley and Harod Valley a steep mountain
stands gloriously, in majestic splendor - Mount Gilboa, The
Gilboa Range is the northern part of the Shomron range. Its
proximity to the Syrlan-Alrican Fault caused steep slopes that
reach the helght of 6500 metes above sea level. The national
water carrier passes by the Gilboa. At the foot of the mountain
flow springs that irrigate the Valley's land. Innumerable visitors
came to the Gilboa to enjoy the beautiful mountainous and
natural scenery. In the spring, colorful carpets of {lowers
spread over the mountain, most distinct is the Gilboa Iris, one
of the most spectacular of our country’s flowers. Along the
main road, the Jewish National Fund built parking places and
observation posts that are used as a convenient bases for hikes
in the area.
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HEBRON - City of the Forefathers, City of their Sons
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Hebhron is of manifold significance in Jewish history. 1t was here that

the Jewish People first acquired o legacy in the Land of Israel.
The Patriarch Abraham purchased the Cave of
Machpelah at its full market price as an eternal resting
place for our Patriarchs and Matriarchs,

-

The Midrash enshrouds the Cave of Machpelah in legendary
" mystery, designating it as the burial site of Adam and Eve,
the gateway to the Garden of Eden, that sheds its light on the
entine universe,

ehron is ot only the city of our ancéstors but also the foundation

of our national rehirth, a symbal of the etemal resolve of the Jewish
People. King David established his first capital in Hebron, permanently
limking the manifestation of Jewish sovereignty (o the tmeless foundations
of cur forebearers.

In the collective memory of the State of Isracl, Hebron is recognized
for the heroic struggle to restore the Jewish Community, following its
destruction and extermination in the horrendous pogrom of 1929,
The age-old Jewish Community of Hebron was a model of Jewish spiritual
life, Yeshivas and other scademies of Torah study flourished here. The
communitys many rabbis and scholurs lived, worked and studied wogether
with its merchants and crafismen. The Jews maintained (rendly and
neighborly relations with the surrounding Arabs, but the dream of coexistunce
wis shattered in the riots of 1929, when a fierce, bloodthirsty Amb mob
beset lewish homes, croelly slanghtering 67 Jews, men women and children.
The community was wiped out and annihilated, homes were looted and
synagogues were razed or used as livestock pens.

Since the liberation of Hebron in 1967, a stalwart struggle has been
mounted for restoration of the Jewish Community of Hebron, The
Jews are resolved to rebaild the City of the Patriarchs and keep it from
Falling entirely into the hands of murderous Arab terrorists. Despite
the hardships of daily living, the Jewish Community stands firm,
continuing to strengthen the foundations of revitalization. The City of
the Patriarchs and Matrigrchs will become a city of sons and daughters,
living a contemporary and vibrant Jewish life based on the ancient
traditions of our ancestors,
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The Association for the Renewal of the Jewish Community of Hebron
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The Association for the Renewal of the Jewish Community of Hebron
is responsible for the administration of community affairs as well as
extensive construction, development and public relations work entailed
by the renewal of Hebron and its restored Jewish presence.
The Association’s initial mission wis the resettlement
* of Beit Hadassah, followed by restoration of the Jewish
' Quarter and the Avraham Avinu Synagogue. Thanks
L o these efforts and Divine Providence, the Jewish
Community has grown and flovnished, esoablishing itsell
‘materially and spiritually. The Association has participatid
in the construction of dozens of homes lor the new familics
woving imto Hebron

Restoration and rebuilding of the ancient Avraham
Avinu Synagogue in the heart of the Jewish Quarter;

Remodeling of Beit Schneerson os a day-care center and residence;
Development and expansion of residences ot Admaot Yishai. Evening Torah
study Kollal for Hebron residents; Beit Fink: Hebron Talmud Torah;
Development and restoration of the Ashkenazi Cemetery and the Habad
plot: The Gutnick Visitors” Center, & hospitality and publicity center
established with the generous assistance of Rabbi Yosel Gutnick;
Beit Nahum v Yehuda, 2 new apartment complex, was built by
the association in the Avraham Avinu neighborhood and construction
thas commenced on our current project, “Bent HaShisha”, next
0 Beit Hadassah,
The Assoctation encourages land redemption building and
acquisition of houses, as well as reclamation of property that
belonged to the Hebron community prior to the massacre in
19249, The association is promoting 4 Museum of the History
of the Jewish Community in Hebron and o Sound-and-Light Show for
visilors
The Association is highly sctive in public relations and awareness
projects in Isracl and around the world,

Activities include supportive holiday rallies atended by tens of thousands
of Jews, and organized visits by over o quarter of o million people annually
to the Cave of Machpelah. The Hebron Fund in the United States spearheads
Hebron activities abroad.

During the struggles of the past few yvenrs, the Association’s activities
were a vital element in rescuing Hebron, The Association is now
organizing continued construction projects which will render Hebiron
a Langible spiritual basis for the rebuilding of the Jewish People on the
foundation of our ancestral heritage.
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KIRYAT ARBA

BEIT SCHNEERSON BEIT ROMANO /
This was the home of the righteous Menucha Tllis building was constructed in 1879 by Avraham /
Rachel, granddaughter of the first Lubavitcher Romano, a wealthy Jew from Turkey, as a home for the !

Rebbe, Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Ladi, known elders of the Turkish Jewish community. When Rabbi
as the Alter Rebbe or the Baal Hatanya, Hizkiya Medini came to the Land of lerael (1301), he
founder of Habad (Lubavitcher) Hassidism, resided in Beit Romano and opened a yeshiva at the
and daughter of Rabbi Dov Ber, the Mittler
Rebbe, who established a Habad

HEBRON

site, It was here that he completed his great
Talmudic encyclopedia, Sdei Hemed. In 5672
(1912}, the bullding was purchased by the

A BTATION
&
¥

community in Hebron in 557677

British Police abandoned the Jews,
rounding up the survivors in the Beit
Romana courtyard after the slaughter
was over. After the Jordanian
conguest in 1948, the Arabs opened a girls'
school at the site. Following the murder of six Jews near
Beit Hadassah in

5740 {1980), the lsrael

Government restored Beit Romano ta
Jewish hands. It became a study hall and
dormitory for Yeshivat Shavel Hevron,
established to restore Torah study ta the

her husband Rabbi Yaakov Kuli Slonim
and other families at the instructions
of her brather-in-law, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the
Lubavitcher Rebbe known as the
Zemah Zedek. Menucha Rachel was
nated leader of the Jewish
community of Hebron and was
well-known for her outstanding
benevaolence, dignity, brilliance and kindness. She was

blessed with raising four generations in Hebren, Habad maintained a study hall

and hospice at her home.

During the 1929 riots, Her Great Grandson, banker Eliezer Dan Slonim and his family
were brutally murdered. The house was redeemed in 5741 [1981) and in 5755 (1995) it
was renovated and rebuilt, Additional stories were constructed by the Jewish Community
of Hebran

(1816-1817) Lubavitcher Rebbe (the Rashav) and the Torat L
She was born on the first Holiday of Emet Yeshiva was established, in 1917, the i =31 I 22 !
Rademption (celebrated by Habad British confiscated the building and used it |r E = b g:: y 1 E
Hassidim), 19 Kisley 5559 (1799) and a5 a police station and administrative | _E;/ﬁ:%. H w & ‘_‘!" &
came to Hebron in 5605 (1845) with headgquarters. During the 1929 riots, the B f 53

S

o

City of the Patriarchs. In 1994, renaovations
were undertaken at the site and a study
hall was opened for its 200 students

In back of Beit Schneerson stands Beit Fink, bullt with the generous assistance of the Fink
family (Antwerp, Belgium - lsrael}, Beit Fink, dedicated in Shvat 5757, has three stories
including two apartments and a nursery school for Hebran's children on the ground floos,

L ROMEITA

ADDT TTRIRAI

Continued expansion and development of the Jewish Community in Hebron
@ Redemption of Jewish Property
® Guided tours of the Cave of the Machpelah and Hebron
® Mobilizing public suppart for the jewish community of Hebron
SO
L':“'"."*

@ Shabbat, Holiday and weekday guest programs
@ Country-wide Shabbat and weekday programs

® Maintenance af the Cave of the Machpelah
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ANCIENT TEL HEBRON - Tel Rumeida

Tl‘-ii tei is the site of the Biblical
city of Hebron, founded almost
four millennia ago, the first
dwelling place of the Patriarch
Abraham, Impressive artifacts
discoverad at the site attest to
ancient city walls. At the foot of
the tel is an ancient spring,
known as Sarah's Well. The
Bible describes the route
followed by the spies that
Moses dispatched from the desert
to observe the land, indicating that the massive walls
deterred them from the idea of conquest. Only Calev ben Yefune, who
prayed at the graves of the Patriarchs, was imbued with a courageous spirit and merited
conguering Hebron from the giants who controiled it
King David established his kingdaom in Hebron almost three thousand years ago, wihere he
reigned for seven years before ascending to Jerusalem, At the top of the ancient tel, the
tombs of Jesse, father of David, and of Ruth the Moabite remain from that pedod. Above
them is a Crusader fortress. Archaeological excavations at the tel uncovered the walls of
the ancient city and artifacts from the First and Second Temple Periods. The Hebron Hills
ware a crucial site in the Bar-Kochba Revolt. Excavations revealed remnants of the razed
city dating back to that period
To the west, an ancient cemetery was discovered, where Jews had been buried for
centuries, including Sages, Rabbis and community leaders. Noted personalities interred at
the site include the authors of the Reishit Hochma, Melechet Shlomo, Hesed Le'Avraham,
Sdei Hemed and others. Elsewhere in this cemetery are the graves of Jews slaughtered by
their Arab neighbors in the 1903 riots, a5 well a5 thase of more
recent victims of Arab terror. The cemetery was destroyed by
the Arabs after the Jordanian congquest (1948} and restored by
the Jewish community following the liberation of Hebran
The land on which the tel is located was purchased by the
Jewish community in the nineteenth century, but most of it
was seized by the Arabs. In 1984, seven Jewish families set up
caravams on a vacant lot and moved in, calling the
neighborhond Admaot Yishal. To date, the lsrael Government
has forbidden further development and construction, but
Hebron residents are confident that a new and glorious Jewish
community will indead arise in the ancient City of the
Patriarchs.

BEIT HADASSAH - Beit Hesed L Aviaham

T"IE first floor of this building was constructed in
5653 (1893) with the contributions of North African
Jews, it served as a charity institute and clinic, called
Hesed Le'Avraham. In 1971, another stary was
added, thanks ta the contributions of Jews from
India and Baghdad. Subsequently, the Hadassah
Organization opened a clinic there, providing
free medical care for all, Jews and Arabs alike. In
the adjoining house lived the pharmacist
Ben-Zion Gershan, the Rabbis of the lewish
community and Rabbis Hanoch Hasson and
Yasef Castel and their families. During the 1929
riats, the Arabs attacked these homes, torturing and murdering all
their inhabitants. The Hadassah Clinic was destroyed, The British autharities, whao
displayed no concern whatsoever for lewish safety during the riots, later evacuated the
remaining Jews, The Jewish community exerted great efforts to return to Hebron and a
few families actually did so in 1931. But when the Arabs began ricting in 1936, the Jews
were again driven out by the British. Jewish homes were seized by the Arabs and an Arab
school was opened at Beit Hadassah, When Hebron was liberated In 1367, Jews began
striving to return to these houses

In 1973, a group of women and children moved into Beit Hadassah, where they remained
for a year under very harsh conditions, after the Government imposed & closure on the
building.

On Friday night, 17 Iyar 5740 (19800, Arab terrorists murdered six Jews as they were about
to enter Beit Hadassah. The lsraeli

Government then decided to permit

Jews ta live in Hebron and to restore

some of the Jewish property. Beit

Hadassah and the adjoining Beit

Hasson/Castel were rebuilt and

additional stories were constructed.

About 25 lewish families live in these

heuses today,

o

THE JEWISH QUARTER - The Avraham Avinu Synagogue

The land on which the old Jewish Quarter
stands was purchased by Jewish exiles from Spain
in the sixteenth century. They built a community
surrounding @ broad, enclosed courtyard, at the

center of which was the Avraham Avinu

Synagogue, named for the Patriarch Abraham,

According to legend, one year, when a

quorum, minyan, was lacking for Yom Kippur

prayers, Abraham himself appeared to

complete the minyan

& Jewish community flourished in the

Jewish Quarter, including Rabbis and Torah

scholars, artisans and others, In the August

1929 riots, residents of the lewish Quarter

were tortured and murdered by their

Arab neighbors, their homes looted and

pillaged. After the Jordanian conguest

(1943}, the Arabs destroyved the Jewish

Quarter and built a wholesale market,

trash dumgp and public toilet at the site. On the ruins

of the Avraham Avinu Synagogue stood a goat and donkey pen

The liberation of Hebron (1967) sparked efforts to restore the lewish Quarter. The |ate

Prof. Ben-Zion Tavger, joined by many other lews, struggled steadtastly to redeem the

synagogue from its devastation. Only in 1976 did the Government order evacuation of
the animal pen, enabling the remnants of the synagogue to be uncovered, Thanks to
extensive, long-term efforts, part of the Jewish Quarter was eventually restored and
today houses 21 families, The Avraham Avinu Synagogue was beautifully and
elegantly rebuift. The offices of the Jewish Community of Hebron are also located in
the Jewish Quarter, along with nursery schools and kindergartens and Beit Betar - a
guest house and activity center for the Betar Zionist Movement,
Miuach of the Jewish Quarter is still occupied by the wholesale market, and many
demand that the Jews be allowed to restore the legacy of their forefathers and
rebuild the Jewish Quarter in all its splendar

THE CAVE OF MACHPELAH - Tomb of the Patriarchs

Tlm Cave of Machpelah is the world's most ancient Jewish =
site, The cave and the adjoining field ware purchased - at i
full market price - by the Patriarch Abraham some 3700 years
ag0. The double cave, a mystery for thousands of years, was
uncovered several years ago beneath the massive building,
reveallng artifacts from the Early lsraelite Period (some 30
centuries ago). The structure was built during the Second
Temple Period (about two thousand years ago) by Herod,
King of Judea, providing a place for gatherings and
Jewish prayers at the graves of the Patriarchs.

This uniguely impressive building i the only one that
stands intact and still fulfills its ariginal function after
thousands of years. Foreign conguerars and invaders

used the site for their own purposes, depending on their religious
orientation: the Byzantines and Crusaders transformed it into a church and the

Muslims rendered it a mosguee. About 700 years ago, the Muslim Mamelukes conguerad
Hebron, declared the structure a mosque and forbade entry to Jews, who were not
allowed past the seventh step on a staircase cutside the building

Upen tha liberation of Habran in 1967, the Chief Chaplain of the lsragl Defense Forces,
the late Major-General Rabbi Shlomo Goren, was the first Jew to enter the Cave of
Machpelah, Since then, Jews have been struggling to regain their prayer rights at the site,
still run by the Muslim Wagf (Religious Trust) that took contral during the Arab conquest
Many restrictions are imposed on Jewish prayers and customs at the Tomb of the
Patriarchs despite the site's significance, primacy and sanctity in Jewish heritage and
history,

The Gutnick Center is the closest Jewish building to Ma'arat HaMachpela. It includes a
tourist center, a simcha hall, a mikvah, restaurant, and gift shop. The bullding was
renovated and enlarged in 5756 by Australian philanthropist Rabbi Yosef Gutnick.
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GUSH ETZION
REGIONAL COUNCIL

Gush Etzion Regional Council
M.P. North Yehuda 90433

Tel: 02-9939933
Fax: 02-9932169

e-mail: gushezif@inter.net.il
www.ladpc.gov.il/gushezi




COMMUNITIES OF GUSH ETZION

GUSH ETZION
REGIONAL COUNCIL

Alon Shevut
Bat Ayin
Carmei Tzur
Elazar
Gevaot

Har Gilo
Kedar

Kfar Etzion
Ma‘ale Amos
Metzad
Migdal Oz
Neve Daniel
Nokdim
Rosh Tzurim
Tekoa
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Samaria Information Center
1-800-59-10-20

Ancient Shomron - Samaria
shomron-Sebastia, the Capital of the
Kingdom of lsrael during the First Termple
period, and the Capital of the Shomron
for over 1,000 years, At site: Achab's
palace, a theater, a colonnaded street,
and other splendid remnants,

Pioneering Settlement Site (Sebastia)
Turkish train station where lewish
settlement in "Yesha® (Judea, Samaria
and the Gaza Strip) was first renawed,
To arrange tours: Midreshet Shavei
Shomron, 09-8841359

Machal Kaneh

River originating in the area of Mablus,
It descends to the foot of the city of
Emanuel, coming towards Karnei
Shomron, and onwards in the direction
of Sha'arei Tikva, Throughout its length
are springs which flow ali year round, a
forest and nature reservations. The trall
has marked paths.

“Kedem"” Museum

Located in the Kedumim settlement, a
treasure of archeological findings fram
lsraslite history and rare elements from
the Shomron. 09-7921290

Hebron Information Center
1-300-400-456
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Shomron Observation Points
Har Kabir - Mitzpeh Luntz

Above the Alon Moreh settlement, at
the summit of Har Kabir sits a look-out
with superior views and a hang-gliding
site, For tours in the "faotsteps of the
Bible": Midreshet Alon Mareh,
02-9873106

Mit. Gerizim

On ML Gerizim({Har Bracha) and its
neighbaring mount, Mt. Ebal was the
site of the Covenant between the people
of Israel, the Torah and the land of lsraal.
A splendid look-out point towards
Maklus, Jessph's Tomb, and a mussum
dedicated to the history of the
Samaritans, including antiquities from
temples dating from different eras.

Mt. Ebal

The site of Joshisa's altar, as written "And
Joshua built an altar to the God of lsrael
on Mt Ebal.” The altar was excavated
by archeologists and can be visited,
Located near the Joseph lock-out.

The Three Seas Observation point,
Itamar

On Mt Gideon, an agriculture site
specializing in organic farming, locatec
in unspoiled Biblical era landscapes. A
unique look-out point, singular to all of
Israel, from which ane can simultaneously

view the Sea of Gallles, (also called Lake
Tiberias), the Dead 5ea, and the
Mediterranean Sea. To arrange tours: 02-
9975667

Choron Visitors Center

Starting point for taurs to Joseph's Tomi,
with a restaurant and Judaica gift shop.
02-9874666

Joseph's Tomb
Joseph's burial place, next to Shchem
{Nablus). To reserve tours to Biblical era
burial sites in the Shomron area:
Midreshet Yitzhar, 02-9974666

Reichan Forest

A farest full of natural
thickets, located in the
northern Shomron, with
marked hiking traits
through the growth, and
& forest ranger's look-out
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Sa-Nur

A picturesgue artists’ village with an historlc
structure hosting an art gallery and painting
and sculpture workshops. For advance
reservations: 09-8623639

"Eshel Ha-Shomron” Hotel, Ariel

A lovely hotel with a varkety of food services,
swimming paal and guest rooms.
03-9366841
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Binyamin Tourism Authority
050-495985
02-9977260

Nachal Perat

Ein Parat

The first spring that flows in Nachal Perat,
at the foot of the Anatot settiement - where
the prophet Jeremiah lived, The spring
flows all the year, and has eucalyptus trees
and poaols,

Tour reservations: 02-5863845

Ein Mabu'a

“The Crazy Spring” - a cyclic spring (bubbles
up every 20 mins., on the average), one of
the most unique in lsrael. An agueduct
fram Ein Mabu'a brings water ta Jericho.
Located on the Alon Road (1 Km. from the
settlerment of Alan). Visitors can enter the
spring. Restaurant facility. 02-9974250

“Eretz B'reishit” - Genesls Land
Reconstructed Biblical ranch, Full
participation of visitors with costumed actors
interacting with the crowd. Abraham the
Patrizrch’s meal and hospitality to strangers
- in Abraham's tant. Tours - also with jeeps.
Diesert trips; optional desert “survival” trips;
rappelling: sleeping arrangements; camel
trips; special Bar and Bat-Mitzva programs.
The site and activities are also geared for
the physically disabled. For advance
reservations: 02-9874477

The Jericho Road Service Station
At the entrance to Kfar Adumim, with a
regional information center, gas statlon,
toilets, and 2 snack bar. 02-5900966

Martyrs Monastery
In the center of Ma'aleh Adumim -
archealogy site from the Byzantine era.

“Mitzpe Danny"
A beautiful cbservation point looking
towards the Dead 3ea, the Jordan
Valley and Jerusalem.

Kiryat-Arba - urban lewish settlement,
City af the Patriarchs

Midreshet Hevron - hostel,
accommedations and guided tours.
02-2961311

Erez Lane - leading to Ma'arat Ha-
Machpela, burial place of the lewish
Patriarchs. Mamed in memory of Shmuel
Erez, murdered at this site in 5753 (1993).

Ma'arat Ha-Machpela,” The
Machpela Cave - the most ancient
Jewish holy site in the world, and the
second most holy to the Jewish people.

Gutnick Center - Adjacent to the
Ma'arat Ha-Machpela, includes a

Ancient Jewish Cemea
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Gush Katif
Information Center

07-6840847

lesze & Ruth
Tombs

The Giants Wall,

recaption center, a hall for celebrations,
a snack bar and souvenir store. Enlarged
and refurbished by Australian benefactor,
Rabhbi Yosef Gutnick,

Kikar Gross - Gross Plaza

Mamed in memary of Aharon Gross,
murderad at this site in 1983 by Arab
terrorists.

The Ancient Jewish Quarter - The
*Byraham Avinu” Naighborhood, Jewish
settlement site that is centuries ofd: The
* Avraham Avinu® Synagogue, "Eshel
Avraham™ Guest House with 15 fovely
rooms. 02-9961311

"Bait Romano® - Here was Rabbi
Hezkiyahu Medini’s (the “5de Chemed")

synagogue and study hall. Today it
houses the Shavei Hevron Yeshiva.

"Beit Hadassah' - Built by the Hebron
Jewish community in 1883 as a
synagogue, hostel and medical clinic.

*Admot Yishai” - ancient Tel Hevron,
Jewish neighborhoad, and chservation
point.

Ancient Jewish Cemetery - includes
sections for the victims of the "Tarpat”
1922 Hebron Massacre, Chabad and
graves of holy rabbis.
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Kfar Darom Visitors’ Center
“Gan Ha-Mitzvot™ has an exhibit
showing the connection between the
people and the land of lsrael. The sound-
and-light presentation illuminates the
Torah's commandments concerning the
land of Israel spacifically, and present
day legal solutions by Torah scholars
regarding agriculture in modern-day
lsrael, Entrance fee. 07-6847325

"Katifari”
Children’s zoo at the
entrance to Neve
Dekalim. A wide variety
of animals, a children’s
activity area, and a
snack bar with & wide
selection. Group
reseniations arae
possible, Entrance fee.
07-6B42225
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Erez Lane

“Midreshet Ha-Darom"™

In the center of Gush Katif, with grassy
lawns,; air conditionsd rooms and lecture
halls. Speciatizes in educational seminars,
group and family visits, Swimming poal
on premises, 07-6847596

"Agam Katif"

teatural pool in the heart of sand dunes
Grassy lawns, kayaks, and jeep trips ovar
the sands. Free entrance. Open from 10
a.m. to & p.m.

Katif Tree Nurseries

At the Katif settlement, a large nursery
with a wide selection of plants and trees
for home and garden, 07-6847688

Palm Beach Hotel (Neve
Dekalim)

Built on the shores of the Mediterranean
S2a, in the center of Gush Katif. The
hotel has 114 air conditioned rooms,
restaurant, cafeteria, mikva, activity halls
for individual visitors and groups, sports
equipment, basket ball courts,

wdaria
Center

Chariton Cave

to Ma'aleh Amos M

v

fitness/gym room, sauna, covered pool,
and adjacent beach facilities. 07-6847910

Berebi Plant Natural Remedies
Family-run factory producing concentrates
made from plants grown at the Gadid
settiernent. Guided towrs and sales at
factory outlet store. 07-6847279

Atzmona Tree Nurseries

In the Atzmona settlement, a large tres
nursary stocked with garden and house
plants, as well as bonsai trees, 07-6847163

Shikma Fish Farm

Fish farm located south of the Shikma
Beach, spacializing in raising fish in salt
water ponds. Sales on premises,

"Dag al Ha-yam" Restaurant
Fish restaurant near the Shikma Beach.
Open all week. 050-637157

“Midreshet Netzarim®
Guest facilities for groups, youths and
families. 07-6846010

Visitors Center
1-800-25-24-23

Near the Western Wall -
The City of David

One of the most important histerical and
archiealogical sites in israel, King David
established the capital of lsrael at this site,
approximately 3,000 years ago.

The heart of the city of Jerusalem
during the time of the First Temple -
this heart is still beating today.

A Visitors’ Center, at your service

A lovely corner where one can dine in the
heart of nature, with a splendid view
looking out towards Machal Kidron,
After descending into the ancient water
cistern, one sees the ruins of the city that
ruled during the First Temnple pericd - Area
G - and then continues to the Castle
House, which is the center of the renewed
settlement inside the City of David.
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Kochav Ha-Shachar (Kubat 2-Najeh)

A unique ohsenation point located on the
Alon Road at the entrance to Kochayv Ha-
Shachar, facing towards the edge of the
desert and the Jordan Yalley, A short
walking trip can be taken from this point.

Tel Shilo

For 362 years, the location of the ancient
Haly Tabernacle and the Capital of the land
of lsrael, Archeclogical excavations testify
to different time periods of the lewish

people. Structures and a mosaic floor from
the Byzantine pericd.

Located at the site are:

A sight-and-sound presentation
describing the Tabernacle and its
implemeants. The story of the priest Eli and
Chana. Activity warkshaps in the spirit of
the period, Family celebrations {Bar/8at
mitzvas) may be arranged. Cafeteria on
premises. 02-9944019

Ma'aleh Levena

Mini-zao for children. At the entrance to
Ma‘aleh Levona, a look-out peint with a
superb view of the breadth of Samaria and
the center of lsrael.

Kfar Etzion
02-9935160

“Sight and Sound” in Kfar Etzion
A memorial site and archives of Gush
Etzion, refating the history and bravery
of the Etzion Blgs settlers during lirael’s
1948 War of Independence, through
use of special effects - sound, light and
movement: Lasts about 25 mins. and
presented in & different lanouages,
Entrance fee. Advance reservations

nedestary.

“House of Testimony” 1o the History
of Gush Etzion

Exhibition halls relating the st
rrent attempts in &

of Independence, Open datly

*Man on the Mountain® Mussum
Exhibition halls showing work h

n the household and
farmyard in previous times,

grains, and wo

Descending next to Warren's Shaft, the
visitor goes throwgh an ancient water system
to the Fountain House - where recent
archealogical discoveries can been viewed.
& dip can be taken in the Gihon Fountain,
and then a walk through Hizkiyahu's
tunnel which was part of an ancient water
systam. The tour continues with a visit to
the tombs of the dynastic house of David
and the Meyouchas House.

hBAG Jauey aiusly

Chalamish Ferest (Um Tzafa)
Lovely site with picnic tables and marked
walking trails,

Ofra Field School
Trips throughout the Binyamin area with
experienced tour guides. Possible to

arrange tours “Bible in Hand®, in a variety i| Station
of languages, Reservations must be made " Mishar
in agvance, 02-9975516 Adumim

“Beit Ha-tkar" Farm House, Mevo Charon
An expansive mini-zoo, demonstration of
Biblical topics from the perspective of
apimals. Animal-petting areas, guided
trips and tours. 08-9726798

Additienal mini-zoos: Ma'aleh Levena
and Talmon Tzaton.

Sheikh Zaytun

Close ta Ofer |,D.F, Army Base, next to
Givat Ze'ev. Sheikh's grave, with a superb
view of western Binyamin and the Beit
Horon mountain ridge

Beit El

Jacob's Summit, the place where the
Patriarch Jacob dreamt his dream of the
angels ascending and descending from
heaven, Superb panoramic view.
Archealogical findings and an ancient
wine press on site.

The Lone Tree
An ancient oak tree, reputed to be 700
years ald, The symbol of Gush Etzion,

—auidll

T

The “Song of Songs” Park
Botanical-zoological park, in 2 natural
forest area set within 2 mountainous
[andscape, with 3 unigue rock setting,
and a park site where various species of
deer are ralsed. Reservations must be
made in advance. 02-9935133

Amgazit Planero
Factory outlet safling camping equipment
and howsehold utensils at attractive prices.

Field Schools

Hature - Bibie - historical excursions in
the Gush Etzion area, and throughout
the judea region. Groups may arrange
overnight accommodations in & hosted:
Har Gilo (Mt. Gilo) - 02-9932386
Kfar Etzion - 02-9935133

Etzion Judaica Center
Exhibition and sales of lsrael’s finest
Judaica artisans and antists, from
throughout Israed and Gush Etzion in
particular, The gallery has changing
exhibitions, and a patio hosting a
panoramic view. A cafe and a dairy
restaurant on the premises. 02-9934040

*The Shepherds’ Route”

& “"Ya'ar Yatir" - The Yatir Forest

A beautiful forest containing remnants
of anclent Jewish sites: the Anim Ruins
heusing an ancient synagogue, and the
ruins of ancient Yatir. The trip to the site
traverses a scenic route through an
impressive, green forest.

£} Sussia Tourism and Study Center
Tours with expert guides, for youth
groups, school groups and families -
throughout the Judean Desert, Negey
Desert, the ridge of mountains running
north-south through lsrael, as well as the
lowy bands of the Judean area. Guest rooms

“Neve Efrat” Guest House

A 3-Star guest house, In Efrat.

02-3932890

Tourists' Cowshed -
Migdal Oz Kibbutz

Guided tours of the cowshed and its
milking center. 02-9936433

Heradion

Remnants at the site reveal Herod's
beautiful “Fortified Mountain Palace®,
ard the bitter struggle of the Jews during
the Great Revolt and Bar-Kechba's revolt.
Guided tours, by advance reservations.
03-7762251

Attractions at the base of

the Herodion, in Teko'a
The Mushroom Farm

fiatsing of edible mushrooms and gourmet
food products; sale of unigue kinds of
tpecies. 02-9964527

Wineries

Wineyards, an artistic natural winery and
a traditional wine press. Advance
reservations, 02-9964257

Chariton Cave
The longest natural cave in lsrael,

Sheep and Goats Farm and Dairy
Tours of the fold! pens, with option of

purchasing products from the Teko'a
dairy.

02-9964632

and dining hall are available on the
cemter's premises, ingluding on Sabbaths
and holidays. For reservations,
02-9963424

Sussia - The Ancient City
Tel: 02-9963424
A Hebrew city 1,200 years old, which was
preserved almost in its entirety. The city
has a fascinating series of cave dwellings,
ritual baths, ruins of an exemplary
synagague, an underground escape
tunnel, and an ancient - authentic - olive
prass, & fascinating sight-and-saund show
telling the story and history of Sussia,
portraying the ancient city come to life.
During the holiday periods, costumed

actors involve visiters of all ages in
interactive plays,

“Beit Raba's” Restaurant

Located in a cave that in ancient times
housed a residence, this restaurant is set
with a “Talmudic” theme. A special
atmosphere reigns here with the spirit
and flavor of ancient, traditional-style
haspitality.

“Beit Ha-Yotzer” - The Artisan's House
Artisans demonstrate and create works
of art on & potters whael, and then fire
the vessels in an oven replicating ancient
methads, By advance reservations, Closed
an the Sabbath and Jewish festivals.

@ Tel Ma'on

A large archeological site, at whose
summit lies the ruins of a lewish city
dating from the Talmudic period.

B "Isvel Kedem" - at Carmel

A cottage industry specializing in the
production of medicines and cosmetics
made fram unique, local spedies of grasses
and herbs sporting wondrous

qualities. 053-386898 Closed on Sabbaths
and religicus festivals.
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» Flash i
* Nature—Reserve * Experience
# The northern part of the E;-Iu-:ﬁ“m: Desert

Enjoy o wonderful fish meal ot Ein-Mabu'a,
a natural spring flowing 1o an Inner rhythm.

4

An enchanted oasis hidden
in g desert-canyon.

i
v D
—

66

The starting point of the
open aqueduct in Wadi-el-gullt, IS

=

d periodically in the pool

staurant.



2 TOMBS OF THE RIGHTEOUS
Rachel’s Tomb, Bethlehem
Cave of the Patriarchs, Hebron

The Iuﬁge:l m:u:'al'k:'in.th.' cave in lsmael.

R:m.uif!snt: Herod's huge mountain palace and fortress, later
esed as o hideout in the Greal Revolt and the Bar-Kochba
Rebellion, A gmded four can be arranged (in advance).

EdeIE muaitrounh of unusual strains, and fine gourmel
pmdum

-\n upmm'nty lnpurdmr the works of bsrned's most outstanding
Judaica artists, Cafe and dairy restauran,

WFA CEON MEMORIAL AND ARCHIVE
The heroism of the settlers of the Elzion Bloc, porirayed in
i sound and ILE]'IT show at Kibbutz Kfar Etzion,

Rtml:dlﬂ and cosmerics spel.lalh prepared from plants that
are unigjue to the area, Closed Sabbaths and holidays,

that has remained nearly intact for 1200 years.
Boasts a fascinating complex of cave dwellings, as well as
ritual bath, the ruins of o large synagogue, a tunnel used as
an eseape Toute, an anclent oil press, and a sound and light
show. During Passover and Sukkot, the city comes 1w life
GNCE AR,
J Sussia Tour and Study Center
Touwrs for youth and family groups in the Judean desert, the
Megev, and the Judean lowlands, with excellent goides. Guest
toomms and dining room on the premises,
J “Beit Raba" Restaurant
Tabmudic restarant in an authentic cave dwelling with
traditional ancient hospitality, Dairy or meat meals {snacks
also availahle).
' Patter’s Workshop
A potier demonstrates his craft, using an ancient method.
By prior umuinm:ut. Closed Sabbaths and holidays.

Seenic roule mnuugh a lush forest with remains of Jewish
sites, including an ancient synagogue and the city of Yatir,
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GET TO THE ROOT

OF JERUSALEM

ee how it all began: Take a firsthand look at walls and water systems
from biblical times, and explore scenic landscapes that played a role

in Jerusalem’s early history.

The City of David

The origingt site of Jerusalem, whers
King Dievid created his capital about
3.000 years aga

Ancient Cistern

Meww find fram the First Templa
period. Closely fits the descnption
of the cistern indo which Jersmiah
was Gasl

Area G
FRamairns of & govarmment comoound
from tha First Temple perod

Canaanite Wall
Famains of the Jerusalem cily wall
Inthe First Temple pedod

Warren's Shaft

Underground water system dating
neck o Canaanite times, The |alest
encavalions reveal lorlifcabions @
thowsand years older than any
previously found in Jerusatem

The Springhouse

Recant frds adjacent to the Sioam
Spring, providing & new view of
Jerugilem in the time of Abssham

Hezekiah's Tunnel

Undargeound water condust dug In
the fims of King Hezekiah as pan al
his preparations far & revoll against
the Assynan kingdom, Exciting walk
theough this “time tunnel” nchedas
waading In wates up to your knaas,

y\;@‘ﬁ‘&@gf

Genesis Land

A chance for the entire farmiy to be
tranapartad into the world of
Abraham. Reenactment of Bitla
staries with the participaticn of
visitors, a meal in “Abraham’s Tent,”
camel and |sep excursions.
hikas, rappelling. Owarnight
arcommodations, special programs
for bar/bat mitzvahs; a sedection of
maals for groups {by prior
arrangemani]. Suitable for tha
disabled,

(Wadi Kelt)

Ein Prat

A lovaly spring that bubbles all
year roued at the Toot of the village
of Anatot, the home of Jaremish.
Guided tours and wvisids: o
monastarias and cavesd along tha
riverbied of Mahal Prat,

Ein Mabu'a

One of the most unusual spengs in
lzrpal and a dalightiul place ta go
wading,-Situated on the Alon Boad
{1 km from the saettiemant of Alan).
Resiaurant,

alt

Tel Shilo
Site of the Tabermacks and the caphal
of the lznd of lerasl for 363 years.
Fascirating archasological finds from
vanous pariods In Jewish history,
Sound and light show and
wiorkshops. Cafatana,

For further information, contact: Heartland of istael Tourism Autharity

Information Genter; 1 -800-280-380 » Fax: 972-2-581-4072
From the U.5. call; 972-2-581-2550

Lisheir Cormm rucasons
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