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Jorusalem, 6 December 1967

Senator A, Ribicoff,
Dan Hotel,
Tel Aviv,

nmmum. ;

Before your departure, lmhummphud
I was to meet with you and to hesr your views on MMiddle Castern
affairs. 1 wee: much impressed Indeed with your dedicatian to the
cause of peace in the dMiddle Sast to which you have given such
significant expression in the course of your present visit to the
area,

You have asked me 28 to the lsrael Government's
policy regarding the Holy Places, sacred to Christianity and Islam,
It is one of the gentrel pepiretions of our Government to reach an
understand ng with the heads of the Christian and Meslem preligions
on the ways to assure the religlous status and universsl associations

~ of the shrines sacred o Christianity and Islam, We are in the process

of communicetion with the heads of Christian churches thebughout the

world on this question and we had here a representative of the Vatican

some months ago with whom bas'c discussions were held, [ have myseld

sent @ mossage in this respect to the Pope ond o in touch with heads

of other Christian churches. Whetever understanding will be reached

awmummrmmmmmhum
P .

The full administration of all soored shrines is in the
hands of their respect ve religious authorities, Treedom of aocess Is
fully guarenteed to Cheistian and Moslem shrines alike, We axpect
during the coming Christmas season 2 vast piligrimage from across the
world of members of the Christian faith to Jerusalem, Bethlehem and
Nagareth, We shall welcome this pligrimage ia the spirit of smity and
goodwill,

/2







Jerusalem, ¢ December (267

Senator A, Riblcofl,
Dan Hotel,
Tel iviv,

Dear Senator Ribicoff,

) Before your departure, 1 wish to say how pleased
1 was to meet with you and to hear vour views on Middle Eastern
affsirs, 1 wos much impregsed indeed with your dedicatien to the
cause of peace in the Middle East to which you have yiven such
significant expression in the course of your present visit o the
area,

. You have asked me as to the larnel Government's
policy regarding the Hely Plages, sacred to Christianity and Islam,
It is one of tha centrel 2upirations of our Government to resch an
understand.ng with the heads of the Christion and Moslem religlons
on the ways 10 apsure the religious status and universal assoclations
of the shrines sacred 1w Christianity and Islam, 'We are in the process
of communication with the heeds of Christian churches thedbughout the
world on this question and we had ere a represemtative of the Vatigan
some months ago with whom basic discussions were held, 1 have myself
sent a message in this respect to the Fope and am in toush with heads
of other Christian churches, Whatever understanding will be resched
::mwmmmrm-wmmuy-m-wwulm

Yr]m-

The full adainistration of all sacred shrines is in the
hands of their respect ve rellgious authorities. FPreedom of access is
fully guaranteed to Christinn and Moslem shrines alike, We axpeot
during the coming Christmas season a vast piligrimage from seross the
world of members of the Christian faith to Jerusalem, Bethlshem and
Nagareth, We shall welcome this pligrimage in the spirit of amity and
goodwill,

/2
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