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Hovember 8, 1977

Dr. Arnold T. Olson

President Emeritus

Evangelical Free Church of America
1515 East 66th Street

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55423

tly Dear Arnold,
May God reward you with His richest blessings for the magnificent

testimony of love for Israel and the Jewish people that you so effectively
expressed in that full-page ad in The Yew York Times!

It was a masterful document, in content, in spirit, and in aesthetic
appearance. Although I was in orbit during the past ten days -- lecturing
and meeting, not incidentally, with many Evangalicals at Fuller Theological
Seminary, Denver Seminary, U.S. Air Force Academy, and others in Atlanta, Macon,
Richmond, Miami -- I was in constant touch with my office. Jim Rudin kept me
continuously informed of your conversations, and I asked him to convey to you
my warmest thanks and personal greetings. Mow I want to do that in person
through this letter.

As you know from Jim, we have sent the ad throughout the country
over the signature of Bert Gold, the head of our agency, and have encouragad
that it be replicated by Christian friends in other cities.

If and when that occurs, I shall see to it that copies are sent to
you and to your colleagques who so thoughtfully signed the ad.

It will interest you to know that in each of the cities in which I
traveled, T met with editors and religious writers and cave each a copy of the
ad, suggesting that they may want to consider writing a news story about it
as an important event,

Given the very real potential danger of the present course in the
White House and the State Department to the security of Israel, I sincerely
believe that the action of yourself and your associates is surely Providential.



Dr. Arnold T, Olson
November 8, 1977 Page 2

Please convey to each of them my deepest personal gratitude and my
prayers for God's care over them and their families. And do let's keep in
touch with one another. A1l the bast to you and to Mrs. Olson!

Cordially, as ever,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Mational Director
Interraligious Affairs

MHT fes
Enclosure

cc: Bartram H. Gold
A, James Rudin

bece: Michael Pragai
/Shmuel Katz
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.We the undersigned Evangelical Christians affirm our We pray for peace in the Middle East and we pledge
belief in the right of Israel to exist as a free and inde-  ourselves to work for justice for all of the peoples in-
pendent. nation and in this light we voice our grave volved yet we also declare our belief that lasting peace
apprehension concerning the recent direction of cannot be achieved until the international community
American foreign policy vis a vis the Middle East. accepts the inalienable right of the Jewish peopletolive

and create a nation within the boundaries of their an-
We are particularly troubled by the erosion of Amer_lcan cient homeland.
governmental support for Israel evident in the joint Further, from the perspective of Israel's security re-
U.S.-U.S.5.R. statement. quirements as well as from our understanding of her
legacy, we would view with grave concern any effort ta
While we are sympathetic to the human needs of all the carve out of the historic Jewish homeland another na-
peoples of the Middle East, mindful that promises were  tion or political entity, particularly one which would be
made to the other descendants of Abraham and con- qgoverned by terrorists whose stated goal is the destruc-
cerned about the welfare of Christians in all the coun-  tion of the Jewish state.
tri ' t affirm as Evangelicals our : :
iries of ihe-Middis East. vie ol e i As Evangelicals we are convinced that Israel's future
belief in the promise of the land to the Jewish people— hould not and will not be d ; ol
a promise first made to Abraham and repeated SOU fr;o‘ta”t. i ”O,d € aetermined by political in-
throughout Scripture, a promise which has never been r1gue, Tiuctuating world opinion or the Imposition of
abrogated world powers. Rather, we put our trust in the eternality of
DAy the covenant God made with Abraham and we find
We believe the rebirth of Israel as a nation and the com’rir : ;”fth?”“:?;Stsrg;;“ipi’:fg:ﬂ;giﬁ; -
ra il ar e i n W y -
re:-EJ[r n of c? eé.pioﬁ.ll‘? ¢ T?' and ;? {:;e_“ gﬂfor;tiil%?;; shall no more be pulled up out of the land which
-Bible and this fulf ”.“e” L .m‘ UM ! have given them, saith the Lord, thy God.” Amos 9:15
momentous events in all human history. :
The time has come for Evangelical Christians to affirm
While the exact boundaries of the land of promise are their belief in biblical prophecy and Israel’s Divine Right
open to discussion, we, alona with most evanaslicals. to the Land bv speakina out now.
[ﬁlb.:...____ﬂr”_._h_‘ b TR e bl S ey Y s = = I il ] oo S e ——

i e el - [} . -
UlilUcislaiid e JeWisil (1aiician yCiiciaily W iitiddc

the territory west of the Jordan River. Here's what you can do:

* Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem.

* Write a letter or add your name to this letter and
send it to your Government leaders today indi-
cating your support for Israel.

* Place this statement in your local ﬁewspapers.

It should be remembered that from the time of Joshua,
"~ Iand mass has been the exclusive homeland for the
Jewish nation. Jerusalem has never been the capital for
‘any other people since the time of David.

Arnold T. Olson, coordinator
President Emeritus, Evangelical Free
Church of America
Past President, National Association of Evangelicals
Minneapolis, Minnesota .

George Giacumakis, Jr.
Professor of History, Caifornia State University
Fullerton, California
and President Elect, Instilute of Holy Land Studies
verusalem, Israel

Hudson T. Armerding
Past President, National Association of Evangelicals
Wheaton, lllinois

Pat Boone
Los Angeles, California

B. Elmo Scoggin
Professor, Hebrew and Old Testament
Southeastern Baptist Seminary
Wake Forest, North Caroling

Clyde Taylor
General Director, National Association
of Evangelicals (retired)
Arnold, Maryland

John F. Walvoord

President, Dalias Theological Seminary
Dailas, Texas

G. Douglas Young
President, Institute of Holy Land Siudies
Jerusalem, Israel

Vernon Grounds
President, Conservative Baptist Seminary

. Denver, Colorado

W. A. Criswell
Fastor, First Baptist Church
Dallas, Texas

Kenneth Kantzer
Vice President, Graduate Studies and
Dezn of Trinity Evangelical Dwinity School
Deerfield, Hinois

Harold Lindsell
Editor, Christianity Today
Wheaton, linois

Kenneth M. Meyer
President, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School
Deerfield, inois

For further information write to: ARNOLD T. OLSON, Box 19092, Minneapolis, MN 55419
i 'I "

Paul N. Ellis

Bishop, President, Board of Administration
Free Methodist Church of North America
Winona Lake, indiana

iy

Harry L. Evans
wresident, Trinity College
Deerfield, Winois

CRGANIZATIONS LISTED FOR PURPOSE OF IDENTIEICATION ONLY
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THE JEW \
We well recall the wandering Jew
Bowed low and slow of gait i

Who crept the ghettos, wore the patch,
Abscrbed the scorn and hate,

He sold us matchrs, bought our rags, i
Sewed clothes and fixed the shoes.

But seldom would we fraternize, g
Strange ones, we thought, those Jews. 1

4
§
i 0,
i
:

It seemed he never quite belonged
His gaze was fixed afar.

It was as though he searched the skies
To {ind some rising star.

One day he left, quite suddenly,
That earnest son of Shem.

“I'm jroing home; ['ve found my star:
Beloved Jerusalem!"

A

He's down on Ben Yehuda Street,
Erect and bronzed and trim.

Now we stand by in silent awe
To hear and learn from him.

v« « . Elwood McQuaid




MASADA -- Never Again!

A tribute to the thirtieth anniversary of Israel's modern statehood,

-

Rome halled 1t as a monument
to death, |
a sullen token of futlility,
That subject peoples all might
stare and say:
"Rome is our master;
Empire is supreme."

E'en the name of that foreboding
place '
standing stark hard by the
sterile sea,
MASADA conjures darkensd memorles
of those who stood to fight,
then stayed to die,

"Jews must learn,” & garlanded
Caesar said,
"to bow the knee beneath
their sovereign's hand,
They have no pow:r to stay the
legions' might;
pitiful people,
kneel or feed the sword,"

But tyrants often do more than
they know,

For from their follies symbols
tend to rise.

Then stand like specters over

future days,
and whisper, as they pass

their fitful nights, a
people's firm resolve;
MASADA -- Never Again!

014 Jews slowly mount that
surmnit now,
rememtering Maszdas they
once knew,
They contemplate grim scenes
gf other days,
of friends cut off before
thelr days were full,
And turning faces to Judean skies,
they whisper low:
MASADA -- Never Again!

C)Enpyright 1977 by Elwood Me Quaid
\

Sturdy sabras line the plateaued
brow,

Olive parbed, they've come to
raize the word,

Theirs to face the thrust of
metaled death;

theirs to say for all the world
to hear:
MASADA -- Never Againl

Children =wing along the winding
path, )
sharing strains of Israzel's
Jjoy and hope,
Their melodies invade the winds,
and mount to trumpet
Jewry's fondest dream:
to dwell in peace upon
old Zion's hills,
and live the dream:
MASADA -=- Never Again!

Gentiles gather there to scan
the view,
their spirits foreign to the )
Ceesar's kin, '
Toe learn of struzgle, sacrifice :
and death, :
of Jews whoze will could not
be overcome,
Who decmed to die in their own land
far better choice than life
in captive's cell,
Then Jew and Gentile friend |
stand side-by-sice {
to clasp the hand
and join the solemn pledge:;
MASADA -- Never Again!

3

ves Elwood Mc Quaid
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October 3, 1977

Dear Mr. President,

As Americans and as Christians, we are at one with you in the desire
to see peace established and human rights respected cverywhere. We are
especially at one with you in the desire to bring peace to the troubled
Near East.

The United States-Russian declaration of this weekend, however, con-
firms our fear that the Administration has been swayed by Arab rhetoric
end threats. Before the 1967 War, ncne of the Arab governments favored an
independent Palestinian state. We are convinced that even today the sup-
po-t of Arab rulers is far from whole-hearted.

Several Arab countries know, after all, from experience what the PLO's
presence in their midst entails. In the last 30 years, the bloodiest
‘battles in the Near East were fought between the PLO and King Hussein's
Army, and again, between the PLO and Lebanese Christians.

If we ignore this lesson of history and help establish a state ruled
by the PLO we will not bring peace to the area. Instead, we will create
& center of unrest, nay, a volcano. Once the PLO has achieved its
immediate aim of a separate state, it will seek to expand, thereby endan-
gering the scvereignty of Israel as well as of Jordan. Moreover, in alli-
ance with Moscow, it will carry revolution to other Arab lands.

Thus the upheavals and catastrophes we seek to banish will engulf
first the Near East and then--we shudder to think--many other parts of the
world. Even to invite the PLO to the Geneva Conference is to reward murder,
indeed, promote Terror International.

We beg you, Mr. President, to act wisely and firmly. As a world
power we have grown fearful of our own might and are, therefore, tempted
to yield where yielding is wrong. We must never do so for some momentarwv,

Chamberiain-like success. Naiveté in a statesman is sin: it spells disaster.

We are addressing this letter to you, Mr. President, with fear and
trembling about the future. And we must disclaim responsibility before God
and the world for the evil that will befall it, should we rush into an
ill-conceived peace.

Respectfully yours,

Sr. Rose Thering, 0.P. Msgr. John M. Oesterreicher
Fr. Edward Flannery Institute of Judaeo-Christian Studies
Fr. John Morley Seton Hall University

South Orange, NJ 07079
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pﬂaw October 3, 1977 ~——

Dear Mr. President,

As Americans and as Christians, we are at one with you in the desgsire
to see peace established and human rights respected everywhere. We are

especially at one with you in the desire to bring peace to the troubled
Near East.

The United States-Russian declaration of this weekend, however, con-
firms our fear that the Administration has been swayed by Arab rhetoric
and threats. BRefore the 1967 War, none of the Arab governments favored an
independent Palestinian state. We are convinced that even today the sup-
port of Arab rulers is far from whole-hearted.

Several Arab countries know, after all, from experience what the PLO'-
presence in their midst entails. In the last 30 years, the bloodiest
battles in the Near East were fought between the PLO and King Hussein's
Lrmy, and again, between the PLO and Lebanese Christians,

If we ignore this lesson of histery and help establish a state ruled
by the PLO we will not bring peace to the area. Instead, we will create
a center of unrest, nay, a volcano. Once the PLO has achieved its
immediate aim of a Separate state, it will seek to expand, thereby endan-
gering the covereignty of Israel as well as of Jordan. Moreover, in alli-
ance with Moscow, it will carry revolution to other Arab lands.

Thus the upheavals and catastrophes we seek to banish will engul £
first the Near Fast ard then--we shudder to think--many other parts of the

world. Even to invite the PLO to the Geneva Conference is to reward murder,
indeed, promote Terror International.

We beg you, Mr. President, to act wisely and firmly. As a world
power we have grown fearful of our own might and are, therefore, tempted
to yield where yielding 13 wrong. We must wever do S0 for some momentary,
Chamberlain-like success. Naiveté in a statesman is sin; it spells disaster.

We are addressing this letter to you, Mr. President, with fear and
trembling about the future. And we must disclaim responsibility before God
and the world for the evil that will befall it, should we rush into an
11l-conceived peace.

Respectfully yours,

Sr. Rose Thering, 0.P. Msgr. John M. Oesterreicher
Fr. Edward Flannery Institute of Judaeo-Christian Studies
Fr. John Morley Seton Hall University

South Orange, NJ 07079
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American Evangelicals
and the Jews

DAVID RAUSCH

ly forty million Protestant Fun.

damentalist-Evangelicals in the
United States was revealed during the
political emergence ol President Carter,
For example, Rabbi Alexander M.
Schindler, president of the American
Union of Hebrew Congregations,
pointed out in a letter 1o Reform Jew-
ish leaders in June, 1976 that "histori-
cally, unti-Semitism had its roots in
fundiamentalist rveligion.” The Jerusa-
lemn Post (August 24, 1976) began an
article on Carter with the statement:
"WHO'S AFRAID of Jimmy Carter?
Many Jewish voters in America are”
Professor David Flusser of Hebrew
Univeisity in the same article caustical-
ly referred to “some of our super-liberal
Jewish intellectuals” who fear Fun-
damentalists becavse they know little
about Protestant Fundamentalism in
America.

Who are ithese Fundamentalists?
What do they believe: How do they
feel about the Jews?

The early Protestant Fundamentalist
movement grew influential during the
latter two decades of the nineteenth
century. A movement to interpret the
Bible literally, it was a reaction against
the new German theological school of
interpretation, Higher Criticism, which
rejected divine inspiration of the Bible,
denied all prophecy and treated the
miracles of the Bible as allegory. By
the 1920s Higher Criticism won the
support of many theological professors

DAVID RAUSCH is a history instructor ai
Kent State University in Ohio,

T hat Jews are alarmed by the near-

and ministers of the mainline Pro-
testant denominations (Episcopalian,
Presbyterian, Congregational and Meth-
odist) ; Fundamentalists began group-
ing in Baptist and smaller independent
denominations. Bible institutes and
Bible colleges became gathering points
for these groups. The infighting over
such divisive issues as the theory of
evolution gave the word “Eundamen-
talist” a bad odor; hence many who
held to the literalistic interpretation
of the Bible preferred to be called
"Evangelicals” instead of Fundamen-
talists. Unfortunately, the term Evan-
gelical was a very broad term, in ex-
istence since the eighteenth century;
the group included both a liberal and
a conservative theological wing. In the
broad sea of Evangelicalism, Funda-
mentalists could be lost.

The difficulty in interpretation is
seen today in the largest denomination
that is usually classified as “evangeli-
cal," i.e. the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. The Southern Baptist Conven-
tion has grown large and unwieldy
(containing thirteen million members).
It is the denomination that contains
among its members the evangelist Billy
Graham and President Carter himself.
On the one hand, Billy Graham has
lamented the liberal attitude toward
the Bible among some ministers, mem-
bers and theological professors within
the Southern Baptist domain. On the
other, Jimmy Carter, having a literal
interpretation of the Bible and a deep
personal belief, is also within the Fun-
damentalist segment of this denomi-



nation. Both men are Fundamentalist-
Evangelicals—a group that cannot be
defined by denomination, but by
belief.

Funda.mema!islvaangclifal belief is
characterized by two general features:
the “normal” interpretation of the
Bible and pre-millennial eschatology.
Normal interpretation refers to inter-
preting the Bible literally within its
context. It believes that the words of
the Biblical text, just as they stand,
must be regarded as the correct and
sufficient sense of the passage unless
the context demands another interpre-
tation. For example, its allows for
similes (as in Psalm 1:3: “And he shall
be like a tree planted by the rivers of
waters. . . "), metaphors (as in John
10:9, where Jesus said, “I am the
door”), and hyperboles (as in Judges
7:12: ", .. and their camels were with-
out number, as the sand by the sea-
shore for multitude™). However, unless
the context suggests otherwise, all
events recorded in the Bible are seen
as literal historical occurrences. There-
fore, the Lord did indeed prepare “a
great fish to swallow up Jonah" (Jonah
2:1), and the “Israel” referred to in
the Old and New Testaments refers to
the Jewish people and not to the Chris-
tian church as liberal Christian theology
dictates. Miracles, actually occurred;
predicted events will actually take
place.

The second element of Fundamen-
talist-Evangelical belief is pre-millen.
nial eschatology, the belief that the
Messiah will return before the world
enters the Millennium and will usher
in a thousand year period of peace,
Because the Bible is taken as a text
book God has given to mankind, pas
sages referring to the Messiah and 1o
future events of the world are not
spiritualized, but again taken as a

progressive revelation given by God.
As one traces this revelation through
the Old Testament and into the New
Testament, the Fundamentalist-Evan-
gelical emphasizes that the revelation
goes feom incomplete to complete; from
mankind’s infancy in understanding
future events to his maturity of under-
standing. It argues against the stance of
liberal theology—that the Old Testa-
ment is inaccurate or primitive. There-
fore, Moses knew something about the
Messiah, King David knew a little
more and Isaiah (seen as one writer,
not two or three) prophesied much
more, although he did not distinguish
between the first and second coming
of the Messiah as clearly as the Jewish
apostles in the New Testament. The
book of Revelation is seen as the cap-
stone of biblical eschatology; it does
not contradict antecedent writings but
complements them.

This Fundamentalist-Evangelical be-
lief directly affects the view this group
holds toward the Jewish people. Be-
cause the Jewish people are seen as
God's "Chosen People” in all ages, the
Jewish heritage is not spiritualized and
given to the Christian church. Rather,
Jewish heritage and history are seen
as being extremely important to the
Christian faith. God chose the Jewish
nation to transmit his message to the
world. Their reverent preservation of
the biblical text is emphasized as an
endearing quality of the Chosen Peo-
ple. Christianity is the child of Juda-
ism. Whereas German liberal theology
had placed emphasis on Jesus's "accom-
modation” to the first century, disaf-
firmed Jesus's Jewishness and stressed
that the Jews killed Jesus, Fundamen-
talist-Evangelicals stressed the fact that
Jesus was a Jew, that his followers
were Jews and that the early Christian
church was Jewish. They believe be-
cause they (and all mankind) are sin-
ful and need a Messiah, that Jesus must



of necessity have come and died. There-
fore, all mankind is responsible for
his death.

A s pre-millennial eschatology _lcd

Fundamentalist-Evangelicals to point =

out that the Messiah had to come from
the Jewish people, it also led them to
assert the importance of the nation
Israel and the restoration of the Jewish
people to the land of promise. As early
as the nineteenth century, proto-Fun-
damentalists were advocating that Pales
tine was destined to become a Jewish
land. In fact, to them the Bible showed
this must occur, While Reform Juda-
ism and mainline Protestantism were
accommodating to liberal theology,
spiritualizing the tendencies of Juda-
ism toward nationhood and waging
war against Zionism during the twen.
tieth century, Fundamentalist-Evan-
gelicals consistently supported the res
toration of the Jewish people to Pales
tine. The support of Israel as a na-
tional homeland for the Jewish people
is todaly a key concern of Fundamental-
ist-Evangelical dogma. Professor Mich-
ael Harrison, professor of the sociology
of religion at Bar Ilan University
points out: “Protestants leaning to the
direction of Fundamentalism, like
Carter, are as likely to be impressed
by the notion of the miracle of modern
Israel as are Jews,. and perhaps even
more so” (Jerusalem Post, August 24,
1976) .

After centuries of Christian “gentiliz-
ing” of the Jewish people, it is refresh-
ing that Fundamentalist-Evangelicals
have fought adamantly against the idea
that all Jews must be converted to
Christianity and totally gentilized be-
fore the arrival of the Messiah. In
contrast, pre-millennial eschatology
dictates that the Jewish people will
return o the Promised Land as Jews,
that Jews will rebuild the land, that

they will never lose their Jewish heri-
tage as God's Chosen People and that
the Messiah will indeed return to his
people. According to the Fundamental-
ist-Evangelical, the returning Messiah
will be Jesus Christ, but a very Jewish
Jesus, contradictory to the conception
of most modern Jews today. (An anti-
thesis to this common conception of
Jesus among Jews is found in the
ever growing Messianic Jewish move-
ment which recognizes the Messiah as
Yeshua, the very Jewish Jesus, and
which requires no shedding of Jewish
tradition or practice). He will reign
in Jerusalem and lead his Chosen Peo-
ple and the rest of the world in an age
of peace, The human race will finally
be reunited with God.

D o the Jewish people have anything
to fear from Protestant Fundamentalist-
Evangelicals? I think not. Rather, in
our modern period of history it is
liberal theology that seems to be the
nemesis of the Jewish people. Funda-
mentalist religion since its inception
in the nineteenth century has consis-
tently supported the Jewish people and
their right to the "Promised Land,”
while the record of liberal theology is
marred by a camouflaged anti-Semitism
that is perceived clearly only on occa-
sion. While disafirming the Jew's
" Jewishness,” liberal theology has often
been sickened by any manifestation of
this " Jewishness," and has dehumanized
the Jewish people in an effort to ob-
literate them in the melting-pot of
mankind at large. When they refused o
be conquered, the Jewish people met
with extreme antagonism.

A classic example in the United
States is found in Reform Judaism's
hostility to the Orthodox Russian Jews
at the end of the nineteenth century.
While Russian pogroms were killing
Jews, those who sought asylum in the
United States found that the German



Reform Jews were leading the lorces to
block their entry into the country. Up-
setting the status quo and "American-
ization"" process of the Jew in the
United States was a graver concern in
the opinion of liberal Jewish theology
than seeking refuge. After all, liberal
Protestantism was "accepting” the lib-
eral Jews, they were “privileged” to
sit on the platform on Sunday morn-
ings with the liberal Protestant clergy.
They had found their place as "Ameri-
cans” rather than Jews.

Today Reform Judaism recognizes
its mistake of the past; it concedes that
it was well-nigh anti-Semitism. Never-
theless, it still courts liberal Protestant
theologians whe cannot  understand
why Israel is so important to the Jew-
ish people and who are forever trying to
“understand” the Arab point of view.
My own opinion is that the liberal
thealogy that acguiesced in Hitler's
rise to power in Germany and tried to
“understand” his point of view could
easily turn against the Jewish people,
ne matter how many times liberal min-
isters are invited to address the Jewish
congregation on special speaker’s Shab-
bat. When the “brotherhood of all
mankind" is emphasized and the Jewish
heritage becomes excess baggage in the
theological world, the Jew must beware.

The Fundamentalist-Evangelicals see
this courting of the Jew within liberal
theology and thgy abhor it. Biblical
passages tell them that a very liberal
religious figure will rise to power in
the world, court the Jewish people in
extravagant fashion, suddenly turn
against them and persecute them great-
ly. So severe will be this persecution
that only the Messiah will save them
from total devastation. Not only will

the Jewish people suffer but all those
who believe in the Messiah will suffer.
Fundamentalists who are still on earth
will be persecuted and killed for not’
worshiping in accordance with the es
tablished world religion.

Whether one feels that this eschatolo-
gy is absurd or primitive is not the
point—the Fundamentalist-Evangelical
believes it. It therefore creates a bond
between the Fundamentalist-Evangeli-
cal and the Jew. He will die to preserve
the Jewish people, to uphold their
right to Israel and to prevent their
extinction from the earth. Few Jews
understand this; few Jews have acqu-
ainted themselves with Fundamentalist
beliefs or cultivated personal relations
with Fundamentalist-Evangelicals.

I suggest that these Jewish liberal in-
tellectuals have understandably related
anti-Semitism to the very conservative
and dogmatic theological position of
the Fundamentalist-Evangelical. Even
though this assumption is not true,
the Jewish liberal intellectual thinks
that the Fundamentalist-Evangelical is
out to “convert all of the Jews"” and
when they do not convert to Christian-
ity, the Fundamentalist-Evangelical
(like Martin Luther of old) will turn
against them.

I can sympathize with the seeming
rationality of this train of thought:
liberal Jewish intellectuals do not have
enough facts on the Fundamentalist-
Evangelical movement. It is time, how-
ever, that the Jewish people be made
aware of these facts. There is no need
to fear a people who frmly believe
God's promise in Genesis 12:3; T will
bless them that bless thee and curse
him that curseth thee” or the warning
in Zechariah 2:12: “He that toucheth
you toucheth the apple of God's eye.”
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"SALMTE TO ISRAEL

7:00 P.M. Worship Service

We will have as our special guests:
Dr. Michael Pragai
Mr. George Samson

"Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prospen
that love thee.” Psalm 122:6



Evening Worship Service _
THE ORDINANCE OF BAPTISM SIX-THIRTY OCLOCK
SEVEN O'CLOUK
Broadcast on KRLD [OB0, B:00 p.m., KCBI-FM 89, 7:00 p.m.

Jett Herrick, (rganist Mrs. Charles Tucker, Flanist
Organ Meditation
The Sanctuary Choir and Orchestra, "Come and Dine” Arr. Fargason
Invocation ' . Albert Pasche
Greeting Our Guests and Announcements Paige Patterson
Hymn MNo. 514, "We're Marching 1o Zion" S Lowry
Offertary Prayer , Edward H. Hecht
God's Tithes and Our Offerings
The Sanctuary Choir and Orchesira, “Viciory In Jesus” v Arr, Lamb
Sermon, "SALUTE TO ISRAEL".. . I . o George Sumson
Jer33:23-26 Dr. Michael Pragai
The Pastor
Invitation Hymn No. 389, 1 Am Resolved” ....... Fillmore
Reception of New Members
. Benediction . T e Ry 7 e g Edward Borofsky

Organ Improvisation

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY

In loving memory of our father, George Davis, given by his children, Jim, Georgia
Ann, and Mike.

In love and honor of Mr. and Mrs. August H. Dudek, on their 50th wedding
anniversary, given by their sisters, Bess W. Thomas, Lillian Fay, Millie Lack, Mary
Dowdy, Georgia Thilbin, and Josephine Rankin, and brother, Ed Dudek.

Given in loving memory of our brother, Searcy F. Hunt, on his birthday, and in
honor of his wife, Velda, by Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Hunt, Sr.

In loving memory of Homer E. Beene, given by his wife.

CALENDAR
TODAY: TUESDAY:
9:30 AM. Sunday School 9:45 AM, Baptist Young Women's Bible Study,
: 401 CEB
FEUER R TN T Wikl 10:30 Baptist Women Missions Study, away
9 Bk Buppar 6:00 P.M. Junior Board, Coleman
5:45 Church Training Program
5:43 Adults in Christian Training WEDNESDAY:
600 Bapiismal Meeting, Grace Parlor 5:13 P.M. Teachers & Officers’ Supper
6:30 Baptism Service 6:00 With Andy Anderson, Coleman Ha
720 Evening Worship Service T:30 Prayer Mecting, Aud.
THURSDAY:
MONDAY: 10:00 AM. LLL, 2ad A Cotton Exch.
5:45 P.M. Deacons’ Mecling, Coleman 1000 Conversational English, 4th i, CEB

DEACONS’ MEETING
Monday, Sept. 19 5:45 P.M. Coleman Hall
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A messianic light on Zionism_

THERE ARE milllons of potential
Christlan-Zionlsts around the world
and apparently no one in official and
high cireles in Jerusalem cares. The
Israell approach to the Christian

world since 194F has heen
dramatically unsuccesatul

Since 1948, Homan Catholle
leaders have been constantly

courted, flattered a
the country,
they would
iriends."

The true

nd Invited to vialt
In the vain hope thal
some day become

-called fun-
stiana, who are
stants, are [gnored
considered a8 cranks
or worse. Bul leaders like Herzl and
Sokolow and even Welzmann. knew
that Zioniam in its herole hovra had
enjoyed tremendous political sup-
port from politicians who had a
Sunday-schoal background and a
sound knowledge of the Blhle

Who remembers today that one of
Hersl's fewdevoted friends, and cer
tainly the most moving and candid
one. wis the Reverend Willlam
Hechler, the former Anglican
chaplain at the British Embassy in
Vienna? | This unigue friendship was
the theme of my fir book, "'Le
Prince:et lg Prophete.”’)

A go-gcalled Protestant fundamen-
tallst |s & Christian who belleves that
Israc] is still the elected and ¢hogen,
and that Zionlsm, as foretold in the
Bible, 15 & herald of full redemption
— the peula, or, in ¢ gelical ter-
minology, the Second Coming of
Jesus, this time as King-Messglah and
glorious *'8on of Man,"

friends,
damentalist Chri
mainly Proste
and sometimes

Lhe &0

These f.'"hrik'l'.s::‘m will never aban-
don or "'sell'" Tsrael. There are
millions of them In Anglo-Baxon

countries all over the world, in Ger
many, Holland, Switzerland and the
Seandinavian countries, not to men
tion 8outh Africa,

Just after 1 Six Day War, one
could witness three main groups of
nations reacting guite differently to
srael’'s amazing victory: the hostile
centred around Russla and
with of course the Arab world
and the atheist regimes; the neutral

family of nations, predominantly
wlles"" that is to say those
A serigus bl al culture,

talnly among
; and fnally the frlendly bloe,
y '‘Protestant,’”” which is
re af and attaches importance tr
biblical prophecies
Of course, I am aware of the
process of de-Christianization in the
world: but this |8 only one more
reason to hurry and gather the many
Christians who are resisting it.
For 18 years I have been urging
; Israell consulate in the
wild employ an adviser to es-
tahi gontact with the many In-
dividuala and congregations who
could constitute powerful

|| -..Ll._nl"L-_,_LA. '-_.-"7"_ .,_-'-q Lelsy

Israel has not done nearly\enough to attract
the support of Protestant fundamentalists
who are its natural friends, argues Reverend
CLAUDE DUVERNOY.

associations of '""Christians for
Zion," or whatever they would call
themselves;

There isn't a single Israeli Chris-
tian representing Israel in the U.S.
We had one Druse consul, and he left
recently. (How many Druse are
there in North America?)

I WONDER how many Christian
Arabs In the employ of Arab
governments are actively engaged
in slandering Zlonism all over the
world. I bump into them regularly,
and I know the tremendous harm
they are d ing to lsrael. And no
counter-measures are being taken
by the authorities in Jerusalem

Bince the Yom Kippur War, I have
heen |"1|r||-.r to get the Prime
ister's Office or a member of the

Ca to take my views seriously. 1
know t some of the Government’s
“advisers'' are agnostic university
professors who congsider '"fundamen-
talist"' Christians as hopeless
cranks, but r rtheless my phone
calls and letters do deserve A reac

After 18 years in Israel, and ser-

vice in information offices in some 20
covuntr

8, 1t is clear to moe that we
sl tremend: opportunities,
‘-'L'l.' g0 on courting dignit
ile to Zionigm, and that nothing
8 being done about the
r"'"-'r'l"'l'l "Bible belta™ of which
President Carter Is fiie outstanding
repregentative

Qur diplomats In Washington
rantage of what is
thelr st chance ta ap-

the White Hou Bible in
and throw a m anic light on
gm. It worked with Balfour
Wilson and Truman, that was a
' ime | Enoulag
embered 1}=- ge paliticians
d without any Izraell encourage-

maent

res

l..lll.-.-II:|
hand,
Zion

o aone

ng the Israell
diplomats in Washington today has

the necessary biblical (and New
Testament) background to approach
the White House in order Lo
strengthen President Carter's con-
victions and faith, and help him
withstand the fantastic pressures he
g already being subjected to by
Ierael's enemies.

I am convineed that this 1s one of
the most urgent challenges facing
the Israell leadership

Thirty vears have been lost as far
a8 all this goes. We are much more
lsolated today than we were In the
18508, One democracy after another
has bowed to the pressure of “‘oll and
guns."” and the most perfidious
among them has been the disgusting
regime in France. (I say this as a
man born in Lorraine. )

For the student of biblical
prophecies, all the aspects of Israel's
return to Zion have been according
to the foretold plan and there Is no
need whatsoever to consult
astrologers about events In the near
future, It is all described by Isalah,
Ezckiel, and Zacharia i(and, allow
me to add, Jesus),

Only one people and only one
government in the world enjoys the
unique privil

lege of being able to read

this “programme"’’ In Hebrew. Only
one government should react with
appropriate sense of respon-

'l
s ot

Christians belleve in

ymme, and are ready to

gct and only to pray!
R ' Claude Duvernoy,
Hugenol £ ] T-’lr'-'-ir--li 17,

'.\.'.l_.;

Mrigtien Action for
1 for _|||r ars in
1d - the biblical
of Biomiam. He g an

Prest ih
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109 IDB r 148 143
7% Leumi (8) r 189 LEQ
165 Mizrahl (2) b 1R 1
10% Tetfahot (381 b
10% Delek r 1588 152
105 Dine. Inv. (72} b 133 133.5
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Stock prices turn up sharply

NEW YORK. — Biock prices turned
up sharply yesterday, as the stock
market bounced beck from recent
losaes In wh analyvsts said was a
technlcal rally.

Trading was halted for more than
an hour when a minor fire broke out,
forcing the evacuation of 2,500 peo
ple from the New York Stock Ex-
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83%
B4l
1414
45y
| 10
Heth 58 |
Boelng
Brist My
Burroug!
CBE8 Inc

kT

change trading floor. No one was in-
jured

The Dow Jones average of 30 in-
dustrials was up more than 8 ints
hall an hour before the close, Among
New York Stock Exchange-listed
izsues, the advances umbered
the losera by almost 3 to [AP)

HEZ S Mohbil

Ba, Monsanto

B NOCR

2%  Oce Pet

11y Fan Am
2% Phil Pet 574

Falare

customers. Uhe competition Wes
particularly flerce in fire, acoident
and automoblle (comprehensive) In
surance, he said

Tighter financial «

By ARYE ALKALAY
dJerusalem Post Reporter

The

Cabir recently decided to
financlal caontrals over the

5 pooperative, Transport
lals told The
yesterday
to the new pol
to employ an
mntant, submit
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ed will
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financinl
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cooperative memhers
drivers emploved. All
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Dutch workers wii
proofing of their

Dutch dockers' strike, which
Monday after paralysing the
of Rotterdam and Amsterdam

E W 8, can be cons
te victory for the strikers,
ty Times"" writes

allone
Dutch
hag a
Two
ent brought
g, but last
the unions and the
federation combined to
eturn to free collective

unlons and the
srnment, whick

demand &
bargaining
Norm
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Discount group flo:

By JOSEPFH MORGENSTERN
derusalem Post Reporter
TEL AVIV [.LD.E. Bankholding,
1L company of the Discount
I 1 | just published a
proape an offer of IL100m
redeemahle convertible preference

HAT 8l it an lssue price of 140
per cent with r value of 11100
Subordinated capltal notes (opt

convertible into ordinary sha

rice of 300 per cent, valld
sher 30, 1080, are also

consists of unita of
with one option
cent
= already
value 1 (
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e

packagi
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Cleude Duvernoy

Born June 1929, llancy,Prance,of huguenot parentage.
French Reformed (presbyterian) theologian.Studies
in Strasbourg.

I1955-56, one-year scholarshin to Israel,nainly
kibboutz—dati Fin-Hanatsiy.

I956-1961, in charge of reforming traditional
teaching on the Jewsibased in Switzerland.

1962, Alyah to Israel. Eibboutz—ulpan Netzer-
Sereni. House in Jerusalem sinee then.

On regular lecture-tours abroad,acquires
isreli ﬂi%“zn;'fnshin. (1964)

Since I9G6,information missiong abraad on behalf
of the Poreign Affaira ( USH,Canads,Prance,Holland
Norway,Sweden,Finland,Italy,Switzerland,South-Afries
and ten black-african countries )

In the middle of the Kippour War,founda dén
Jeruselem and in Geneva, "Christian Action for Torochm
whose main nurbvose consists in gathering nroteatant
zionists in various countries.

Mfathor of meven books,in french,amongs them
"le Sionisme de Dieu" and "lloime" a study on
biblieal eiwvilization and loses the Prophet.
Doetorate in Theology ( Tesus and the logarene
Commanity" ).

Merried to Marisune Blum (from Strasbourg)
Two daughters, Suzanne,at mesent serving in the
Army and posted in Sharm F1 Sheikh, and Ilana.

Address

Ada POB 3367, Jerusalem (Shicoune Beit-Vegan)
elL.
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GDHRUE, TEm U-S 'A.
August 21, 1977

PRIME MINISTER Menahem Begiln,
TEL AVIV, ISRAEL

HONORABLE SIR:

I am a Gentlle and A Member of the CHURCH OF GOD, located

at Cleveland, Tennessee U,S5.A. We OBSERVE the Tth,Day
SABBATH of The Bible AND We teach 0ld and New Testament
"JUDAISM". We are located in Qur STAR OF DAVID HEADQUATERS
BUILDING THERE,

I am in sympathy with your SUPPORT AND PURPOSE for=the=cause-
of ISAREL'S PUTURE.

I am aware of The GOD of us ALL who spoke through The Prophet
Ezeklel and said, "I WILL GIVE YOU THE LAND OF ISRAEL" and

I believe thls prophesy became reallty in 1967 -- when some
of your neighbors said, "THEY WOULD PUSH YOU INTO THE SEA,"
In my opinion, was the fulfillment of A PROMISE MADE BY GOD
about 900 years BEFORE CHRIST,

\ I would certainly appreclate YOU telling me what the real

| boundries of THE NATION OF ISRAEL are according to your own

 kmowledge. It seems to me, from The Bible, that Israel 1s
due more-land-than-she-occuples-today!! I would like thils
information to use in my conversations with my many acqualnt-
ances,

Thanking you in advance for your response AND MAY GOD BLESS
YOUR RY EFFORT FOR ISHAEL, 1= my prayer.

i o e RS

ROME C. THOMAS
“2103 N. THOMPSON B8TREET,
‘ CONROE, TEXAS ~ U.S.A. 77301

~7
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\ ' ; = | T ! STAR LEDGER
|

NEWARK, NJ
4 , . .1 D~ 246, tpg
: ’ : : g J S - 306,343
|

& ] ¢ = ‘; . g : \.
- , . = SLTISE R O 7 Y S G

: : s | Cleric condemns policy on Israel
i N 7 _ ~ DEAREDITOR:

FLo ’ - ' The policy of our government toward Israel is hoth
. pernicious and hypocritical, ———

The demand that Israel “withdraw" from “occupied”
lands attempts to impose a standard of conduct that has
seldom, if ever, been observed by any nation in the long,
' | bloody history of international relations.
| European colonial powers oceupied large parts of Asia,

Africa and Litin America for [ive centuries, and never
! withdrew until their rule became undermined by national
| revolutions,

I
|
|

The Saviet Union oceupies the countries of Eastern
Eurape. The United Nations does not pass resolutions asking
them to withdraw. And by the way, when will the United
Stiles withdraw from the lands brutallv taken from the
Indizins?

T —— The truth must be told. The Arab nations, acting out of
: . their fanatical hatred for lsrael, precipitated the wars of
/ % 1967 and 1973 In doing so, they sadly miscaleulated the
+ +i Strength, the resolve and the will 1o live of the Jewish
: ; : - prople,
¥ : The Jewish response, in face of the clearly expressed
: ' “ intent of their surrounding enemies 1o destray them. was to

5. - establish defensible borders far enough away from the

Y e . Israeli heartland to enable its people to experience some de-

£y T / gree of safely and security,

= This principle which is serupulously followed. in one
£t way or another, by every other mation on earth, somehow
" becomes unacceptable when practiced by Israel,

' Must the Jews, who have been the world's scapegoat for
; centuries, the blood of whose murdered ancestors ery out
I .4 e L e from ages past — must they once again be sacrificed — thiz

o = limeon the altar of oil politics?
j \“‘--—-_—-——-—“ The Christian community must join the resalve of those i
. ' \ g . | brave Jews who say, “never again!™ |
' - : Arthur 8. Jones, Pastor
- : . : ! : St. Mark’s AM.E. Church,
FEast Orange




August 18, 1977

1P/831/77
108.2

Rev. Arthur 5. Jones,
Fastor,

S'.bln M'ﬂ A‘HlEf Churech
East Orange, lNew Jersey

Dear Fastor:

The other day my attention was drawn to a Letter you
addressed to the Editor of the Newwark Ster Ledger,
which the paper published on July 24th.

Your words are hard hitting and poignant.

Flease permit me in this way to express to you our
gincere appreciation and gratitude for the courageous
;tann; you are taking in standing by the people of
grael.

Yours very sincerely
(52 ")
s \

Micheel Pragai
Advisor on Church Relations in lNorth
America
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H/J8/xw

Mr. David A. Lewis
2261 E. Livingston

ringfield, Missouri 65803

U. 5. A.
=

Dear Mr. Lewis,

With thanks I acknowledge receipt of your letter to Dr. Hecht
of July 27, 1977.

Dr. Hecht looks forward to meet you during your visit in Iarael
in SBeptember. We will also try to arrange a meeting with

Mr. Shmuel Katz, the Prime Minister's Advisor for Information,
who will certainly be glad to have the opportunity to discusa
matters of mutual interest with rnd and members of your Committea.

We contacted "Eran Tours"™ in Tel Aviv who however did not enlighten
us much more than the intinerary sent by you did. On Sept. 16
you will probably stay at the "Ramada Continental Hotel" in Tel Aviv.

Please contact us upon arrival in Israel (Tel. 1 04-664-221)
bacayse=now it is nearly impossible to fix a meeting with Mr, Kats,
who lives in Tel-Aviv and works in Jerusalem and is, at the start of
his new duties, tremendously busy. ur. Hecht will be glad to meet
you in his office on Sunday, Sept. 18.

Wishing you a good flight, with best regards also from Dr. Hecht,

-~

L Vi

Jnnhnnlnﬁsquuul
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. DAVID A. LEWIS, Box 1051, Fairmont, West Virginia 26554
chairman

July 27, 1977
Dear Dr. Hecht;
Thank you for your letter sent in May, 1977. I am gnclosing a

schedule of my next visit to Israel. To arrange a meeting - please

contact the travel agency: ERAN TOURS
192 Ben Yehuda S5t
Tel Aviv
Phone 248-145 or 223-256/7

Attention: MR. ROBBI FERRI
I have long been a supporter of the policiés of Mr. Begin and I could
not think of a better man for the office of PM. Could you arrange . a
meeting for me with him and @& couple members of our committee who will
also be with me? If possible, this would be appreciated. I know how
difficult this is, but perhaps one in your position wouid have the
contacts to make it possible. Please let me know.
To reply to this letter use this address: David A. Lewis

i 2261 E. Livingston
Springfield, Missouri 65803 USA

My Sept. schedule is on the back of this letter.

My prayer to the Almighty is for His blessings upon you and for the
peace of Jerusalem.




Sept. 16 Arrive Tel Aviv  overnight I think in RAMADA ~-- Contact
Eran tours to be sure
Sept 17

Instead of finishing this I enclose a brochure with all data and
locations. :

Upon studying the situation further I ' find it unfortunate that
I will be in Tel Aviv Fri. Eve. - Sabboth and in Haifa Saturday-Sabboth.

Also, the optional day which could be open time is on Saturday.

As far as meeting the prime minister or any officials in Jerusalem,

I could simply absent myself from the tour group for such a p .pose
Forgive me for being presumptious when I mention that I do not know
your practices, as an individual, and do not know if you could meet
with anyone on the Sabboth. I do know that my rabbi friends feel
more strongly about this than our mutual friend Dr. William Perl, for
example. Excuse me fgr inquiring into such a personal matter, I do not

wish to be offensive.

-dal



Jochanan Samuel

July 28, 1977
H/J38/xw

Mr. Maurice Carr
*"Isranl Features"
P.0,B. 3098

Tal Aviv

Daaxr Mr. Carr,

Re: “"Dialogue®

With thanks I acknowledge the receipt of your final working
paper of 26,7.77. '

Upon the return of Mr. 5. FKate from U.S.A. and in view of his
being now the Prime Minister's adviser for Inf;rultinn, I
believe that Mr, Katz will, mwost likely, initiate further staps
towards the realisation of your proposals, hopefully soon after
he will settle down in his new position.

Thanking you again,

with best regarda,

Jochanan Samiel

Copy?
Mr, 8, Katz
Dr. R. lim cht



i —_—eee
From the Editor's Desk
26=T=T7

Dear My. Samuel,
Herewith a final working poaper
for Dr. Hecht (Shmuel Katz also has a

copy) on DIALOGUE in readiness for oup
own dialogued

Best regards, )

Leturzel o

1-3(? . = 3 rz j\ ?"" FS
P.0.B. BM-'.E% Tel Aviv, Israel Telephone 256141-{Ext—19) +



' ; 25=7=1977
Projected OVERALL PATTERN & WORKING PLAN for the laubchiog of

DIALOGUE
The Independent Tsrael Weekly

Format: 24 pages, 16 editorigl, 8 advertising (this 2:1 ratio
¥o be maintained in future enlarged issues), 30 x 23.5 cm.,
48.8 gm. newsnrint, black and white throughout, of austere bul
elecant design, spiced with cartoons, drawings, photos.

Fivet print: 50,000 copies, the bulk going to the U.5. (therefore
American spelling).

Contents: Below the masthead on the front page, first, a topical
comneniary written or inapired by an "inner circle" hasbara source
cloaking his identity with some such signature as COINENTATOR and
offering inside information which will command the attention of
the world media; and, secondly, down a narrow right-hand column
headed "This Week..." ao appetizing summary-index of cobtents.

pp. 2 & 3 will respectively carry in-depth political articles
emanating from Israel and from the U.5., running on overleaf fo

Ba e

pp. 5, 6 & 7 will carry selected features from the Hebrew press
appearing on the selfsame Friday of publication (with the Hebrew
masatheada reproduced in miniature), plus a regular feature entitled
"It happened..." which will commemovate anniveraaries of Jewish
martyrdom and Jewish vrendscence. .

pp. & & 9 will cover economy with the stress on invesiment
openinga, social affairs, science and technology over and nbove
treatment of the same subjects in pp. 5, 6 & 7.

pp. 10, 11 & 12 given over to Diaspora, principally U.5. affaivs,
with the aeccent on "do-it-youirself" aliya, plus a human inferest
story or stories about new olim who are settling in. Due weight To
Joviet Jewish struggle.

pp. 13, 14 & 15 will descriptively list new booke in Israel and
offar in translation a page from a Hebrew "Book of the Veek," and
review art, theater, films, music, dance.

p. 16 will be devoted to tourism and, after the fivet isaune, nlao
Henders' Letters.

Loeation of officeg: Ideally, and regavdless of convenience, the
Tend oilice should be in the eapital Jervusalem. For the U.d. aolflien
the choice is between New York and Washington.

Ataff: Editor (meneral oversight), Deputy Editor (general execulivi
dukiea and personally reaponsible for, aay, the economic nhd oocinl
nffaire section), Assistant Bditor (vewrite-man and proof=render
aneing "eopy" through the press), Desigo(er) (lay-out, illustrolionn),
Bditorial Secretary and, on the busineas slide, Managev and Aspioltand,
Managerial Seecretary and Telephonist=Typist and Brrand Boy. 1n
nddition to these full-time employees, a Tenm of Regular and
Ceenaional Viriters on a part-time basis. The Washington or lew

Yorlk office will need a U.S. Bditor, a businese llanager and
Seeretarial help. Special arrangements must be made for the snle

of advertising apnce.

ﬂwnﬂrﬂhin & Control: By a Corporvation with, hopefully, Dr. Reuben
Mecht ng 1Les President and movine spivit.

Wditovinl Benvd: Composed of top personnlitices represantntbive o
the #ionist "national consensus™ and aqunlified to rvender
conaultntive andfor promotional services. Hopefully, Ghmuel V-l
will agree to chair the Bditoviaml Bonrd. /




ﬂvarali Pattern 2

Initial Prepavrations & Futurd Routfine: Given the "green light"
irom Ur. Heuben Hecht and ohmuel Kaua, the launching will demand
a huge surge o #nthusiastic action tempered by cool, shrewd
Judgement. In advance of an indispensable "dry run," a substantial
regerve of non=topical "copy" must be laid in and advertisements
drummed up. The subsequent routine procedure will be to typeset
at leisure the greater part of pp. $ - 16. The deadline for

hot material is Tuesday noon, enabling the printers to deliver
DIALOGUE at Ben-Guriob Airport on Thursday morning to cateh the
Bl-Al flight landing in New York the same day and so hit the
U.5. newsatands on Friday. :

Civeulation: TFor a start, half the shipment will be distributed
to newsstands sale-or-return and half will be mailed for a trial
period to potential subscribers by courtesy of major American
Jawish organizations. :

IEstimat&d Budget:

Aonual outgoings - I
Jerusalem office rental, overheads, phones, mail, ete. 120,000
Jerfisalem salaries bill 840,000
Contributors' and translators' fees 720,000
U.5. office, including salaries ¥ 36,000 360,000

lanufacture & air transport of 2,600,000 copies p.a. 2,080,000
4,120,000

Annual income -
Firat year average sale of 20,000 copies per isaue
i.e. 1,040,000 copies p.a. at 15 cents each = lﬁé,ﬂﬂﬂ

converted at export rate of IL 12 to dollar 1,862,000
416 pp. advertising at § 500 per page = ¥ 208,000 2,496,000
4,358,000

This leaves an apparent surplua of II, 236,000, which will howevery
ba ahsorbed by promotion costs and tvavel to the U.S. and,
nonaibly, 4o the Geneva Conference.

A capital investment of IL 3,000,000 should be ample.
tough though the foregoins fircures may be, if DIALOGUE mulkes
the journalistie grade, it can surely become a Tinancially

thriyiqg venture even while it performs a truly vital hnsbara
service at a turning point of Israel history. :

. {é‘ﬂﬁff:"t / | .

Maurice Carr
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Mre Re Hecht, President, . Ada Aharoni = '
Dﬂﬂﬂ‘ﬂ-' P.0.8. 407 : ity ' 57 Hoxev
Hodle 10 e ! . Hoifa Israel

' Tel. 243230 i

14 December, 1976

Dear Mz, Hecht,

I have just returned from a visit to Dagon, where I wus very impressed
by its wonderful efficiency. In addition, it brought back vivid
memories of my fother, who was a grain ond flour merchent in Egypt,
before we were evicted in 1949, Viewing your extremely interesting
museum, I wrote a poem obout it, which I am enclosing.

I wonder if you could help me with @ problem which I have been trying
to solve. I have written a new collection of poems entitled:

THE YOM KIPPUR WAR AND PEACE POEMS, based on my own experiences os a
volunteer nurse during the war, ond soldiers' personal diories. I om
trying to publish the book, but om faced with some difficulties.
Lawrence Hill publishers in the States ore rund¥ to take o 1500-2000
edition, if the book is published in Isroel. o publish it here, ot
Eked, or Mossada Publications, they told me I need a sponsor, despite
the fact that experts in the field have judged it an important
contribution, not only from the literary point of view, but also from
the historical ond zionist, I have oppealed to vorious orgunisations
for the promotion of the book, but in vain., I have the impression that
in Israel we are not interested in promoting literary works written in
English, which is a great mistoke, as our oudience in English includes
t?o Jows of the Diaspora, who are thirsty for original Israeli works

of art.

While I was in the States last year, I wos invited by various organisotions,
universities, temples and chuxches, to reod from my new monuscript,

and as you moy see from the reviews, it was well received, and "gove

on inner view of what Israel is oll about" (Harper Gritics. I think too,
that from the point of view of 'Hasbora', it fulfilled on important
function. My poetry has also been tronslated to French and Japanese,

and waos recently published by the Poetry Society of Jopan,

This year I have stopped working at the Haifa University, os I wonted
to finish the book, and start my new book BORN IN EGYPT. I am also
writing a book on Saul Bellow, on whom I wrote my Ph.D. Thesis at

the Hebrew University. Consequently, I am finding it very difficult
to moke ends meet, and could not possibly subsidise the publication
of THE YOM KIPPUR WAR AND PEACE POEMS., I would be very hoppy if you
could kindly sponsor the publicotion of the book, or if you could
suggest any olternotive suggestion.

I om enclosing o copy of my formexr book: POEMS FROM ISRAEL, as a modest
gi{i, s woll™Yeviews and reloteéd mate¥ial, and some poems fxom my new
collection.

Hoping that you' will be able to help me.

v With good wishes, E .f1 0 ‘

Yours sincerely, Xda Ab :
Ada Aharoni
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Dr. Reuben hecht

Dagon - Brotey - lamguroth
F.U.B. 407

Haifa

Israel

saarbricken, 15.8.77.

Lieber Uoktor hecht,

5ie werden verstehen, dass ich in letzter Zelt sehr viel an ole ge -
dacht habe, nicht nur auf grund lhres letzten Schreibens, fur das ic
mich herzlichst bedanke, sondcrn auf grund der binge, die in &l es
gekommen zu sein scheinen. " uin weites reld ", wirde rontane cogen
und sicher hitte er .nicht unrecht, nur meine ich, man m¥sste es elin
im perstnlichen Gespriéch " begehen ",

hach Lagé der Dinge werde ich sm 23, Sept. in Isrsel eintreffen uni
mit den Dreharbeiten fi¥r ein ARD - Feature " 30 Jahre - und kein ¢
den " beginnen. Die Sendung im Deutschen Fernsehen soll zum 30. ard
ungstag des Staates erfolgen. Das Ganze scll und kann kein exakter
echronologischer Uberblick werden. Den kann man heute schon nachles:
mir kommt es vielmehr darsuf an, die wenschen und ihre Leilstungen -
fur uns ja keum vorstellbar - in den sittelpunkt zu stellen. Leh
glaube mit dieser Art der Darstellung unsere duschauver direkter nn -
sprechen zu kdnnen,

_l.das dies alles nicht ohne freundschafltliche dilfe ¥ber die Lahn el
kann levchtet sicher ein und damit auch meine Bitte, mich mit lhnen
wber den einen oder anderen tunkt unterhalten zu darfen. denn ole
von " neuan hdpfen und rerstnlichkeiten " schreiben, bin lch jeden
neuen aspekt gegeniber aufgeschilossen und dankbar, besonders dn iaoh
einer " alt "~ neuen rerstnlichkeit ( in uestalt eines Ur, uecht )
seit lengem verbunden fihlen darf.

leh sehe dem Tag meiner inkunft im Lande entgegen und hoeffe, mich
dann umgehend mit lhnen in Verbindung setzen zu diérfen.

Fis dahin %;fhleihe ich mit den herzlichsten Grissen

lh N p gz
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Editorial Comment

the chrisian CENTURY

GETTING READY FOR BEGIN

+ 10 PLACE Menachem Begin's visic tothe Uniced
States this month in proper context, imagine lor i
moment that the 1976 U.S. presidenual elections
had put a former movie actor named Ronald Reagan
in the White House. Imagine further that the UL5.
EOVErNMENL wWas preparing to renegotiate a Panama
Canal treaty under the leadeiship ol & man who in
his campaign speeches said of the canal: "We dug
it, we fought for i, we paid for it, and we're going
to keep it.” Actually, the analogy is not strong
enough. Begin took office as Israel's prime nunister
last month after a campaign in which he vowed to
retain Israel's occupied territories — and thae pledge
was not merely a comment on one treaty: it consti-
tuted the heart of his party’s world view.

The Knesset (parliament) elections that put
Begin in power complicated the delicate campaign
President Jimmy Carter has been conducting to
bring peace to the Middle East — a vound of private
visits with national leaders, culminating July 1y
with Begin's visit to Washington. After his election,
Begin was presented to an American public — which
had hardly heard of him or his Likud Party — as
the man who directed Israel's underground right-
wing Irgun during the Jewish struggle (1g42-48)
against the British Mandare. A world that had been
worried about a guerrilla leader assuming power in
the Middle East was suddenly faced not with Yasir
Arafat but with a former "terrorist” now in charge
of Israel’s government.

The two leaders who meet this month in Wash
ington may differ strongly on a Middle East solu-
tion, but they share a common understanding of
Israel’s religious history — an understanding that in-
volves a shared heritage. Jimmy Carter's Baptist
Sunday school teachers unwittingly ensured that this
future president would be steeped in the history and
geography of what both Carter and Begin learned
early to refer to as the “Holy Land.” No State De-
parunent staffer will be needed to remind Mr. Carter
that Jericho lies at the end of a road that winds
from Jerusalem toward the Dead Sea through
barren, treacherous terrain. The [Plains HBaptist
Church’s training union and vacation Bible school
had a part in preparing Jimmy Carter lor this meet-
ing — at least for its visceral dimension.

Zbigniew Brzezinski's National Security Council,
on the other hand, has |:-r=']:.'1rt*{| Carter For the sira-
tegic side of the discussion. Over the past few months
Carter's plan for the Middle Fast has emerged. It
imvolves three points: (1) Arab recognition of the
existence and territorial integrity of lsrael, and full

July 20-27, 1977

notialization of velations; (2) Liraell withdrawal
to 107 boundaries, with winor adjustments; and
{1) creation of a “homeland” for the Palestinians.
I hese three points were developed before Degin's
Likud Party formed a majority coalition in the
Knesset with the Nauonal Religious Party and the
Crthodox Agudat Israel.

1'hese three political units are now united by one
major religious athrmation: that the territory west
of the Jordan River — occupied by Israel since the
167 war — is not a matter for negotiation because it
is land entrusted to Israel by God. While this bib
lical conviction cannot establish grounds for any
political setlement, understanding it could be cru-
cinl in thg sensitive discussions in Washington.

Like the American president with whom he s
meeting, Begin is a political man; he will probably
avoid a direct appeal to the president in their com-
mon religious language, but he cannot help being
aware that Israel's claim to possession ol the lands
of Judea and Samaria — as the Orthodox Jews prefer
to call the West Bank — has a strong emotional ap-
peal to conservative American Christians. It will,
however, be United Nations Resolution 242 and
not Seripture that will ininally guide discussions
between Begin, the one-time Israeli underground
leader, and the new American president. Since any
workable resolution of the Middle East conflict will
have to be political, it may seem an exercise in ir-
relevance to consider the current situation in the
light of biblical history. But what the American
public — both religious and secular — will have to
recognize is that the new lIsraeli leaders are deeply
committed to the idea that biblical history legiti
mizes their right to the land they occupy.

The pertinent passage is Deuteronomy g4:1-5,
where it 15 recorded that God took Moses “from the
plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah”
and said o him: “This is the land of which 1 swore
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, ‘T will give it to
your descendants.'” The area referred 1o in this
passage can be viewed from a mountain range east
of Jericho near the Dead Sea; it includes land north-
ward to the Sea ol Galilee, west to the Mediterra-
nean Sea and south toward the Negeb Desere. Much
of the eastern portion of this land 15 today the West
Bank, inhabited largely by Christian and Muslim
Arabs but for the past ten years governed by ocou
pation forces of the State of lsrael.

This highly charged situation is further compli-
vated by the elevation to power of an lsraeli govern.
mwent which gives every indication of standing firm
on its determination to keep its “rightful biblical”
territories. Even Abba Eban, a moderate member
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of the Lsrach Labor Party and himsell a tormer b
cign unmister (1gbiberg74), has cantioned  that 1
wonld be a mistake for the 115, to “inflate Arvab hopes
and lsrach fears beyond the due point of psychologs
cal balance,” Eban adds that the recent Israehi elec
tion clearly indicates that the " parliamentary weight
of parties that OppOse CONCEsSIONs West of the Jordan
has become greater than ever before.” In short, the
Israclis appear to have reached a consensus to unite
behind Begin's religiously oriented policies.

Backed by this popular support at home, Begin
has nonetheless had to face a troubled constituency
in the United States — those Jewish leaders who had
assunmed continuation of a moderate Labor govern-
ment and who were shocked at the Likud victory.
Before coming here 1o meet with President Carter
and to visit with Jewish leaders in other U.S. cities,
Begin sent Samuel Katz, his minister of information,
to meet with 115, officials and religious leaders, Ratz
is author of Battleground: Fact and Fantasy in Pal-
estine (Bantam, $1.50 paperback). A history of the
Middle East conflict written in 1972, the book closes
with a strong plea for “coexistence” between Arabs
and Jews in a Jewish state, Like Begin, Katz is a
longtime defender of Israel's right to retain perma-
nently all of the land it now occupies.

I talked with Mr. Katz during his visit to the LS.
in mid-June following what the Israeli counsel re-
ferred to as a meeting with “Christian opinion-
makers” in New York. Katz was appropriately con-
ciliatory, but he did bristle when he mentioned a
recent speech by a “Mr. Robert Lipshuiz” in which
U.N. Resolution 242 was interpreted in a way that
Katz found “particularly disturbing.” The trouble-
some Lipshutz comment, later repeated in a more
widely reported speech in San Francisco by Vice-
President Walter Mondale, affirmed 118, support
for Israel but called for "recognized borders and
adequate security arrangements” in response to any
Istacli pullback from its present borders. To Katz,
“secure borders” in 242 means borders, and not
arrangements preceding the fixing of these borders,

The following day 1| made an appointment to talk
with Robert Lipshutz in his White House ofhce.
As President Carter's counsel, he is in charge of legal
matters affecting the White House, But Lipshutz is
no ordinary counsel; he is from Atlanta, a longtime
friend and early supporter of the president and —
more important in this connection —a prominent
member of Atlanta’s Jewish community. During
Carter's early campaign troubles with Jews and
blacks, Bob Lipshutz moved about the country re-
assuring Jews that having an evangelical Christan
in the White House would not be bad for them, just
as Andrew Young reassured blacks and white lib-
erals that Jimmy Carter was not another George
Wallace, As a Jew, Lipshutz has been particularly
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concerned with and influential i shaping Carter’s
views on the Middle East,

I recall, tor example, one long dinner conversa-
tion with Lipshutz in Atlanta in early 1976 beface
Carter had won any primaries. 1 had just been to
Jerusalem and was filled with solutions to the Mid-
dle East erisis. Bob had a few solutions ol his own,
and we agreed that in 1977 we would go to Israel
together to settle the conflict. OF course, things never
work out just the way one plans, so instead of going
to Jerusalem, I went to Washington and talked to
Lipshute about the speech he had made to the Anti-
Defamation League. Gone was the freedom to probe
we had known 18 months earlier; Bob is now the
president’s counsel, and 1 am a journalist trying to
interpret for a magazine audience the administra-
tion's strategy prior to Prime Minister Begin's all-
unportant visit to the U5

Kecause he did not want to discuss with any mem-
bers of the press the sensitive language that is o
be mvolved in the negotiations, Lipshutz confined
our discussion to the text of his speech, though he
was willing to say for the record that, despite Samucl
Katz's “distress” over his speech, he feels that “the
recent election of the Begin government does not
change the lsraeli government’s attitude toward
negotiating for peace.” The key word is “peace,” a
condition all sides fervently hope to achieve.

According to Lipshutz, the Carter plan’s three
basic elements must be seen as closely linked, each
moving forward in relation to the others. One of
these involves a “novel and complex concept” that
would set up “security arrangements’ similar to
those currently in place in Sinai and on the Gaolan
Heights, before any final agreement on “recognized
borders.” Only as it became clear that the security
was working would final borders be determined.
The other two elements are a continuous defining
of “the nature of true peace’’ agreeable to all parties
and the resolution of the Palestinian question. T he
implementation of these closely related elements
will be long and arduous, but there is Carter's pla
openly arrived at and made available for public
discussion,

I lefe my White House meeting with Bob Lipshutz
troubled by the realization that two world leaders
whao share a love for the Holy Land would soon have
to begin talking from widely divergent points of
view about ways to make the "land of milk and
honey” a place of peace and justice. On the surface
it appears that they are still far apart in finding
mutually acceptable solutions. But perhaps there is
some room for hope in these words of the late Abra-
ham Joshua Heschel; “Israel is the holy land, not
only because its space is filled with frozen echoes of
a voice heard in the past. Eretz Israel 1s a prelude,
an anticipation.” This land, long in travail, struggles
still in anticipation of a peaceful future.

James M. Warl.

the christion CENTURY






THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Institute of Human Relations = 765 East 56 Street, New York, NUY. 10022 = 2712/751-4000 « Cable Wishcom, N.Y.
July 1, 1977 A1\ =
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The Honorable Shmuel Katz [ 7
)

Office of the Prime Minister P i ) j
Jerusalem, Israel ; [ -
My dear Mr. Katz, : =

I was genuinely delighted to have had the pleasure and privilege of meeting
with vou, albeit so briefly, during your recent visit to the United 5tates.

Together with many others who had the good fortune to hear you interpret the
program and policies of Mr. Menachem Beigin, I must tell you what a deep and
positive impression you made on me. I think not omly Mr. Beigin, the Likud
party, but Isreal itself is fortunate to have had the benefit of the contri-
bution that you made at this critical time in relationships between Israel
and the United States.

Enclosed are coples of several radio broadcasts that I did based on your wvisit
as well as on some of the issues raised by the election of the new coalition
Government. Please feel free to share these with Mr. Beigin or anyone else
whom you think might find these of interest.

My offer both to Mr. Beigin and to you personally still stands: If you be-
lieve it would be useful for you to have a meeting with the key Christian
leaders and their publication editors in the United States, I would be more
than happy to arrange for such a gathering for Mr. Beigin or other appropriate
leaders representing the Government on their next wisit to this country. The
American Jewish Committee carries out the most extensive program of relation-
ships with Roman Catholics, mainline Protestants, Evangelicals, Greek Orthodox,
Black and Hispanic Churches and we will be happy to make this network of com-
munication available for "hasborah" purposes.

Again, with warmest personal good wishes, I am,
rdially yours,

M

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

HNarional Director

Interreligious Affairs
MHT: RPR

Enclosures
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June 19, 1977
"MENACHEM BEIGIN"
WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY

RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
# 0k Rk k x &k * % *

One of the liveliest questions in the air of the Jewish community -- and
undoubtedly in other communities last week centered on the recent election
of Menachem Beigin as Prime Minister-designate of Israel. Is Beigin the right-
wing reactionary that some Arab leaders instantly caricatured him to be? 1Is
he so ideologically rigid that he represents an impediment in the path toward
Middle East peace? In 1951, this commentater had occasion to serve as an
editor of Mr. Beigin's autobiography, The Revolt. The overwhelming impression
that I carried away from that book was how pragmatic and realistic Mr. Beigin
appeared to be despite his firm ideological commitments. This past Thursday,
Shmuel Katz, a spokesman for Mr. Beigin's Likud party, met with the press and
with religious leaders, and confirmed that early impression of toughness and
realism. Thus, as Mr.Katz declared, Mr. Beigin's first public utterance after
his election, was a call for face-to-face negotiations with Arab leaders. Accord-
ing to Mr. Katz, Menachem Beigin is determined to realize a genuine peace treaty
between Israel and the Arab states, but he will not engage in salami tactics,
in which Israel gives everything, and gets nothing in return. Mr. Beigin will
face many internal problems, including religious liberty for Comservative and
Reform Jews. But on the fundamental issue of not bartering away Israel's
security, he will clearly have the unified support of the Jewish people, and

millions of others.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is National Interreligious Affairs Director of the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commentary over WINS-Westing-
house Broadcasting System.

RPR

77-700-54
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June 26, 1977
"RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN ISRAEL"
WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Leaders of Conservative and Reform Judaism Joined forces last week to protest
the threat of the denial of religious rights to non-Ortheodox Jews in Israel by the
new coalition government led by the Likud party. At the price of forming a co-
alition, the Likud party of Menachem Beigin had to promise that it would seek legis-
lation in the parliament that would drastically restrict the authority of Conserva-
tive and Reform rabbis in Israel. Addressing the annual convention of Reform rabbia
last week, Rabbi Ely Pilchik, of Short Hill, New Jersey, the able newly-elected
president of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, attacked the proposed legis-
lation that, he said, would exclude Jews and their families who have been converted
to Judaism by Conservative and Reform rabbis. '"'What we seek in Israel is the kind
of full religious freedom for all its citizens that we enjoy in the United States,"
another Reform leader declared. Similar strong conviections in defense of responsible
Jewish pluralism in Israel was expressed by Dr. Gerson Cohen, chancellor of the
Jewish Theological Seminary, and by the president of the Conservative Rabbinical
Assembly. Obwiously stung by this ecriticism and concerned over dividing the Amer-
ican Jewish community, Menachem Beigin sent his personal representative, Shmuel
Katz, to meet last week with Conservative and Reform leaders. Significantly, Mr.
Katz stated that in making his coalition agreement with the Orthodox parties, Mr.
Beigin did not bind the Likud party to the discriminatory legistlation. Mr. Katz
also advised these rabbinic leaders to let their feelings about religious plural-
ism be heard in Israel. He can rest assured that that will certainly happen in the

weeks ahead.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is National Director of Interreligious Affairs of the
American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commentary over WINS-Westing-
house Broadcasting System.

Ipr



STATEMENT BY RABBIS MARC H. TANENBAUM, NATIONAL INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS
DIRECTOR, AND A. JAMES RUDIN, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, OF THE AMERICAN
JEWISH COMMITTEE ACKNOWLEDGING UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH'S RESOLUTION
ON THE MIDDLE EAST

The American Jewish Committee welcomes the action taken yesterday by the
majority of the delegates to the United Presbyterian Church's 189th General Assembly
in the adoption of a resolution on the Middle East as a significant contribution
to the spirit of reason and moderation in the current public understanding of the
complex problems of Israel and her Arab neighbors.

We commend our Presbyterian neighbors and friends in particular for call-
ing upon "the United States Government to reaffirm its commitments to Israel® as
well as urging that peace "negotiations (take place) in a manner consistent with
the principles of the United Nations Security Council Resolution 242."

AJC's Interreligious Affairs Department, which had the privilege of being
represented at the General Assembly in Philadelphia by a fraternal observer, is
particularly gratified that the majority of the delegates rejected a sustained
effort by some elements within the Church, as one Presbyterian minister put it,
"to baptize the PLO" as "the currently acknowledged spokespersons of the Pales-
tinians.” The fact that nearly seventy-five percent of the delegates adopted a
minority resolution after hearing interventions that urged Presbyterian Church
support for "secure and recognized boundaries for Israel" means that Israel and
the Jewish people have many friends among Presbyterian men and women throughout
the length and breadth of our country. For that expression of sympathetic under-
standing, friendship and solidarity, especially at this unsettled moment, we give

thanks to God and to our many Presbyterian brothers and sisters everywhere.

June 30, 1977
es
77-700-57
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AJC HAILS LITURGICAL DEVELOPMENT

AJC hailed as "a most welcome and heartening development” the recommenda-
tion of the U.S. Catholic Bishops' Committee on the Liturgy that the "Reproaches"
-- @ hymn considered offensive to Jews -- be omitted from the Good Friday ritual
this year. In a letter to Archbishop John R. Quinn, chairman of the Committee,
IAD's Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum called the move a "historic action" which would
foster "mutual respect and solidarity between the Catholic and Jewish peoples." .

AJC had earlier sent to the Committee on Liturgy a study citing several
negative references to Jews and Judaism in Catholic Liturgy, and calling attention
to the anti-Jewish impact of the "Reproaches." The study was one of several orig-
inally submitted to Vatican II by the AJC at the request of the late Augustin
Cardinal Bea, head of the Vatican commission which produced Nostra Aetate (popu-
| larly known as the "Jewish Declaration") in 1965. (Both that document and the
| Vatican Guidelines for Catholic-Jewish Relations in 1975 called for the elimination
of anti-Jdewish references in Christian teaching, preaching and 1iturgy.)

Ironically, this devotion, which has served to build resentment and hos-
tility toward Jewry, is a deliberate inversion of a Jewish prayer of thanksgiving,
the dayenu chant from the Passover Seder. A brief excerpt from each shows the

similarities:
DAYENU | THE REPROACHES
| (it would have sufficed) '
How thankful we should be to ' My people, what have I done to .
| , God you? FHow have I offended you?
| For his many deeds of kindness Answer me. Did I not bring you
| to us! out of Egypt? And for that you
| DAYENU erected a eroee for your Saviour?
| Had God freed us from the
| Egyptians,
| And not wrought judgment wupon | .. .For your sake I seourged Egypt
| them, - with the death of her first-bom;
| DAYENU but you, you have handed me over
Had He wrought judgment wpon to be scourged. |
the Egyptians, i f
And not destroyed their gods. e . S
DAYENU. ..

The "Reproaches" are put into the mouth of Jesus, although the hymn was
composed more than a century after his death. According to the distinguished Jewish
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scholar, Dr. Eric Werner, who collaborated in preparing AJC's study, "Anti-Jdewish
Elements in Catholic Liturgys for Vatican Council II, the source of the "Reproaches"
is the Passion homily of Melito, Bishop of Sardes, thought to have 1ived 120-185 C.E.
Melito borrowed the form of the dayenu chant, which expresses gratitude for fod's
benefits bestowed on his people Israel, gave it an "anti-Jewish twist" in which the
theme of gratitude is replaced by one of ingratitude -- Israel's ingratitude, reach-
ing its nadir in the scourging and crucifixion of Jesus. In an article detailing
his scholarly detective work ?”Me]itu of Sardes, The First Poet of Deicide," Hebrew
Union College Avnual, Vol. 37, 1966), Dr. llerner observes that the Passion homily
is an "instance of utilizing Jewish material against the Jews -- a method that goes
through the ages up to this very day."

The action by the liturgical staff was considered a temporary solution,
pending a decision by the Bishops' Committee on Lituray on whether to eliminate
the hymns or revise them,

Following similar AJC approaches to the Episcopal Church last year, the
House of the Delegates of the Episcopal Church removed the "Reproaches" hymn from
a draft revision of the Episcopal Book of Common Prayer. (See Interreligious News-
letter, Vol. 1, No. 2)

P Sailige T3

ARCHBISHOP TRIFA WITHDRAWN FROM NCC GOVERNING BOARD

Rumanian Orthodox Archbishop Valerian D. Trifa, whose membership on the
governing board of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. drew
vigorous protests from Jewish and some Christian sources, was in effect suspended
from the board on February 4 by the church he represented, the Orthodox Church in
America.

Archbishop Trifa faces denaturalization hearings on charges by the Jus-
tice Department and the Immigration and Naturalizaticn Service that in obtaining
PAmerican citizenship he lied about his membership in the fascist Rumanian Iron
Guard and his involvement in Nazi atrocities in Rumania during World War II.

The NCC had maintained that it had no power to dismiss or suspend Trifa,
since he was the appointed representative of a constituent church. However, the
Council's executive committee, which had earlier proposed that the Orthodox Church
withdraw him, endorsed the action in a statement which emphasized the "serious
moral implications" of the charges against Trifa.

A spokesman for the million-member Orthodox Church, the Rev. Leonid
Kishkovsky, announced that the archbishop "will not take part in the council's
work or attend meetings of its governing board until further notice." The ban
will remain in effect pending disposition of the 1itigation against him and of an
investigation being conducted by the church itself.

AJC had made available to members of the NCC executive committee material
from primary Rumanian sources, including "The Trifa Manifesto," which documented
Archbishop Trifa's unremitting anti-Semitism, anti-Greek hate propaganda, racism,
and pro-Nazi activities.

In the 1ight of that record, AJC executive vice president, Bertram Gold,
expressed regret that the de facto suspension was not an outright expulsion, but
he acknowledged that the action indicated the NCC's disapproval of Trifa's anti-
Semitism.

Trifa's presence on the NCC board had also been protested by the execu-
tives of state councils of churches in New York, New Jersey, North Carolina and
Oregon, and the (independent) Christian Conference of Connecticut, who communicated
their objections to NCC leadership.
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PUBLIC TRIBUNAL ON RELIGIQUS AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE ...

The National Interreligious Task Force on USSR
Soviet Jewry, which is organizing testimony before

the Helsinki Commission of the U. S. Congress and

Executive Branch in Washington, D. C. on the issue

of "the Helsinki Agreement and Religious Liberty,"

organized on March 16 a unique "public tribunal" to

dramatize the denial of human rights and religious liberty for Jews and Christians
in Eastern Europe.

While focusing on the massive violation of the religious liberties of the
three million Soviet Jews, the tribunal also provided the opportunity for spokes-
men for Catholic, Baptist, Latvian Lutheran, Ukrainian and nationality groups in
Eastern Europe to publicly testify about the oppression their respective groups
have been suffering.

The testimony cited case histories of Soviet citizens who were fired from
their jobs, incarcerated in mental hospitals, refused opportunities for higher edu-
cation, exiled to labor camps, and subjected to myriad other kinds of intimidation
and discrimination because of their insistence on observing religious practices or
their expressed requests to emigrate. In each case, it was pointed out that such
actions violated the terms of the Helsinki Agreement.

The evidence was presented to a panel that included Rita Hauser, attorney
and former U.S. representative to the United Nations Human Rights Commission: Dr.
David R. Hunter, director of education, Council on Religion and International
Affairs; Bayard Rustin, executive director, A. Philip Randolph Institute; Rabbi
Marc H. Tanenbaum and Sister Ann Gillen, executive director of the Task Force.

Among the witnesses were Prof. Thomas E. Bird, professor of Slavic lan-
guages, Queens College, City University of New York; Dr. Walter Dushnyck, editor,
Ukrainian Quarterly; Prof. William Fletcher, director of Soviet Studies, University
of Kansas; Prof. Howard Greenberger, New York University Law School; Rev. Blahoslav
S. Hruby, secretary, Research Center for Religion and Human Rights in Closed Soci-
eties; Mr. Ilya Levkov, a Soviet Jew and research director of the National Con-
ference on Soviet Jewry: and Rev. Alexander Veinbergs, pastor, Latvian Lutheran
Church, Washington, D. C.

Dr. Bird urged his fellow Roman Catholics and fellow Christians to under-
stand their own self interest in supporting the cause of Soviet Jews. He declared:

Thie ie not a "Jewish problem." The Soviets want the Jewish com-
munity to be isclated. If they are being persecuted and ieoclated
today, we are surely going to be in a group that is persecuted and
tgolated tomorrouv...

We Christians, in an age that has witnessed the Holocaust, have a
profound historical, moral obligation to stand guard over the
destiny of the ehildren of Israel wherever its existence is threat-
ened, whether it be a reborn Jewieh commonwealth, or with be-
leaguered Soviet Jewry.

The public forum was one of several activities launched by the National
Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry since the major Chicago II conference
last November, which drew some 250 participants, most of them Christians. An im-
pressive array of religious and civic leaders, including U.S. Representative
Robert Drinan (D-Mass), a Jesuit priest; Senator Charles Percy (R-I11.), and Dr.
Cynthia Wedel, a president of the World Council of Churches, called the Soviet
Union to task for failing to fulfill commitments to human rights, including the
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right to emigrate, to which the USSR agreed in signing the Helsinki Accord.

Among the results of Sr. Gillen's energetic efforts to expand inter-
religious concern for the plight of Jews and other oppressed minorities in the
Soviet Union has been the formation of local interreligious task forces in com-
munities around the country. Such groups have been organized in Cincinnati,
Dallas, St. Louis and Wilkes-Barre-Scranton, with plans for others. Imterested
Christians and Jews should contact Sr. Amn Gillem, National Interreligious Task
Force on Soviet Jewry, 1307 South Wabash, Chicago, Illinois 60605, or any local
AJC office.
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MORE ON MOON

Widespread concern with the implications of the Rev. Sun Myung Moon's
Unification Church is evidenced by the unprecedented response to a forceful
critique of the Moon movement made by Catholic, Protestant and Jewish leaders
at a December 28th meeting held at AJC headquarters.

On that occasion, IAD's Rabbis Marc Tanenbaum and A. James Rudin were
joined by the Rev. James J. LeBar, of the Office of Communications of the Catholic
Archdiocese of New York, and Dr. Jorge Lara-Braud, executive director of the Com-
Eis;iu; on Faith and Order of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the

While concentrating on the anti-Jewish content which is documented in
Rabbi Rudin's study of Divine Prineiple, the basic doctrinal text of the Moon
movement, the religious Teaders voiced equal concern about other aspects of his
activities, including his methods of indoctrination reported by former Moonies
who have defected from the group.

Rev. LeBar announced that his office had sent a letter warning priests
in the Catholic Archdiocese of New York of "the acute dangers" that Rev. Moon's
Unification Church represents. "It is important to bear in mind that Rev. Moon's
teachings are in direct conflict with Catholic theology and, therefore, render
his movement suspect for Catholic participation," he said.

Father LeBar made public a 1ist of 62 "front organizations of the Uni-
fication Church" and questioned why there would be "need to hide behind such
fronts, which often deny any association with Sun Myung Moon and his followers?"

Dr. Lara-Braud, quoting from a working paper of his commission, declared
that Moon's doctrines "deny the classic Christian understanding of Jesus Christ"
in salvation, and "claim a deficiency for Christ's work which Christians could
not accept.”

The Protestant theologian also pointed out that Moon's Divine Principle
"fosters continuing anti-Semitism" in that it claims that "Christ failed because
the Jews did not believe in him and put him to death." He termed that teaching
"double idemnity" against the Jews.

Rev. Moon had earlier reacted to AJC's release of the study. In a
seven-point statement published as a full-page advertisement in The New York Timese,
he declared that the Unification Church "categorically condemns anti-Semitism, the
most hideous, abject and cruel form of hatred." He further stated that his movement
recognizes "the divine and natural right" of Jews to physical survival and pre-
servation of religious tradition; regards Israel as a haven for Holocaust survivors
and a sanctuary for Jews fleeing oppression; will work for "an acceptable accom-
modation between the Arabs and Jews;" and "strives toward the establishment of a
United World Family of Nations" in order to contain Soviet imperialism.
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Responding to this statement, Rabbi Tanenbaum declared: "We trust that
the Rev. Moon's public condemnations of anti-Semitism will now result in concrete
actions that will demonstrate that he means what he professes. A comprehensive
and systematic removal of negative and hostile references to Jews and Judaism
which abound in the Divine Principle would be one such demonstration that his
statements are serious and are made in good faith and are not simply public rela-
tions pieties."

(Single copies of the report, Jews and Judaism in Rev. Moon's Divine
Principle, are available by request from the American Jewish Committee.)
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ISRAELI GOVERNMENT NIXES OFFENSIVE FILM

An anguished appeal from Mother Basilea Schlink of the Evangelical Sister-
hood of Mary, urging Jewish leaders to protest plans by a Danish film producer to
make a pornographic film about Jesus on location in Israel, drew a quick response
from AJC and from the Government of Israel. Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum accused the pro-
ducer, Jens Jorgen Thorsen, of "attempting to cash in on the current sickness of
pornography," and cited an official Israeli Government response that it would "not
allow any film to be made that would be offensive to any religious group."

In a separate action, AJC's Interreligious Affairs Commission criticized
the film, "Nasty Habits," as "an entirely inappropriate vehicle to parody the Water-
gate scandal." The IAD continued: "By choosing to satirize a Catholic women's reli-
gious order instead of the true perpetrators of Watergate -- those elected and ap-
pointed officials of the United States Government who abused their legitimate powers
and deceived the American people -- the film deflects public scorn from those who
deserve it onto the wrong vocation and the wrong sex." The IAC found the film "offen-
sive not only to women and to Catholics, but to fair-minded people of all persuasions."
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INTERRELIGIOUS VISITS TO ISRAEL

In February two major study tours were coordinated by AJC's Visitors to
Israel Program. The first, co-led by Dr. George Gruen, director of Middle East
Affairs for AJC, and Dr. Arleon L. Kelley, associate executive director of the NCC's
Commission on Regional and Local Ecumenism, included visits to Egypt, Syria and
Jordan as well as Israel. Participants, among whom were outstanding AJC leaders
from chapters around the country, as well as the director of the New Mexico Council
of Churches, and a member of the NCC national board, met with political, academic
and religious leaders in all countries visited. This was the third such tour co-
sponsored by AJC and NCC. Rabbi A. James Rudin and Inge Lederer Gibel were previous
leaders of these tours.

The Metropolitan Ecumenical Training Center Capital-to-Capital Mission
was the second February mission. METC members and participants had met for several
years as a study group focusing on Christian-Jewish relations, and their pilgrimage
to Jerusalem was a result. National leaders from Washington, D.C. included the
Rev. Tilden Edwards, executive director of METC; Daniel Mann, executive director of
the Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington; Rabbi Stanley Rabinowitz, presi-
dent of the Rabbinical Assembly; Ms. Cynthia Roberson, executive director of
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the fecretariat for Black Catholics; Rev., John Steinbruck, Lutheran activist on
behalf of Soviet Jewry, and Dr. Timothy S. Healy, S.J., president of Georgetown
University. Commenting on the trip in a letter to Ms. Gibel, Fr. Healy wrote:

Probably the briefest way to put it was that I went both under-
standing and sharing the American support of Iesrael, and my week

in Israel merely strengthened thie comvietion... In a sense
Terael, and above all Jerusalem, have to remain a spiritual home.
To eite my own part of the testament, the gospel read in the Mase
last Sunday hae the haunting phrase, "Salvation ie of the Jews."

I am gorry that I did not have more time to walk and roam around
that part of Ierael which would faseinate me most from the point of
view of prayer, and that is the Sea of Galilee. But I keep telling
mygelf that pleasure is reserved for a return trip.

Each study tour, in addition to special meetings tailored to the profes-
sional interests of tour participants, offers opportunities to meet with Jewish,
Christian and Moslem leaders in all areas of Israeli life.

The program, which provides complete airline and hotel arrangements as
well as the epecial interest meetings that mark it as unique, 18 coordinated in
Israel by Ms. Taffy Baker of AJC's Jerusalem office, and in the U.S. by Ms., Gibel,
national coordinator of the Vieitore to Ierael Program, to whom inquiriee should
be addressed at 165 East 56th Street, New York, New York 10022
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IAD BRIEFS

IAD supplied materials on Judaism, Jewish-Christian relations, Soviet
Jewry and Israel for educational kits sent to some 1500 Southern Baptist officials
throughout the United States. A forthcoming conference co-sponsored by the
Southern Baptists' Christian Life Commission in Dallas and AJC is presently in
the planning stages, as is an Evangelical-Jewish meeting in Atlanta.

Expressions of solidarity and sympathy were sent by AJC chapter leaders
and staff members to Roman Catholic and Episcopal church authorities, decrying the
recent massacre of Roman Catholics in Rhodesia, and the shocking death of the Rt.
Rev. Janane Luwum, Anglican Archbishop of Uganda. (Uganda President Amin's claim
that Archbishop Luwum was killed in an automobile accident has been greeted with
skepticism in many parts of the world.)

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum was among the religious technical advisers for the
six-hour biblical epic, "Jesus of Nazareth," presented on NBC-TV on April 3 (Palm
Sunday and the first day of Passover) and April 10 (Easter Sunday and the eighth
day of Passover). Rabbi Tanenbaum, who had reviewed the film in London and con-
sulted with its director, Franco Zefferelli, commented:

Thie film has not only aveided all of the negative images about
Jewe and Judaiem which have nurtured anti-Semitism in the past
but has, on the contrary, conseiously sought to portray firet
century Judatem in a warm, faithful and sympathetic light.
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TAC CHAIRMAN, MILES JAFFE, ADDRESSES NATIONAL INTERRELIGIOUS WNRKSHOP

Miles Jaffe, chairman of AJC's Interreligious Affairs Commission, parti-
cipated centrally in the Third National Workshop on Christian-Jewish Relatioms:
Living Together im an Age of Plurqliem, April 19-21 in Detroit, Michigan. Mr.
Jaffe spoke at a workshop devoted to contemporary issues on the subject: Chuveh
and State: Parochiad and Abortion, outlining ground rules for discourse of these
sensitive, highly-charged issues.

IAD staff also participated in the national workshop in various capa-
cities. Judith Banki delivered a paper on Women Today and the Jewish-Christian
Dialogue; Inge Gibel served as panelist in a workshop devoted to discussion of
Middle East problems; Rabbi James Rudin moderated and participated in a workshop
on Evangelism and the Dialogue; and Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum served as one of three
reactors who summarized the conference. (0ther reactors were Fr. Edward J.
Flannery, former director, Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations, National
Conference of Catholic Bishops, and Dr, William L. Weiler, executive director,
Office on Christian-Jewish Relations, Natiomal Council of Churches.) Sherwood
Sandweiss and Ruth Kroll of AJC's Detroit office also participated in the confer-
ence, ably organized and chaired by Fr. Alex J. Brunett, director of the Office of
Ecumenical Affairs of the Archdiocese of Detroit.

P g Do 0
NOTABLE QUOTABLES

.+ oMy own feelings were stirred even more profoundly when I heard the
repeated references to the fact that the alleged erimes had been committed more
than thirty years ago and when several church leaders told me that it's time for
the Jews to forget. Ah, it seems so long ago, does it not? Some people are
tired of being reminded. But don't you realize that for those of us whose homes
were invaded by storm troopers it is like yesterday; and that in the nightmares
of our loved omes it is still a horrible NOW? Furthermore, our refusal to forget
is not based on a desire for revemge, but rather on a determination not to betray
the memory of our dead or our responsibility toward future generations... In
most Protestant and Orthodox churches, I perceive very little of a eense of ur-
geney to deal with the appalling lack of real concern about the historieal role
of the Christian churches in centuries of persecution against the Jews.

And now comes that inevitable question, one that is usually raised with
great vehemence: '"Are you suggesting that there is anti-Semitiam in our midst?"
What an odd question to ask! What basis would there be for us to believe that
we, Christiane in the NCC, have somehow remained wntainted by this particular
manifestation of human ain?

Let me ask a counter-question. How come that we, who will often respond
to chargee of rampant racism in the Christian churches with quick comsent and con-
trite confessions, find it necessary to reaet with such indignation to the sug-
gestion that we search our hearts to see whether there are seeds of anti-Semitiem
to be found among us? By naming the demon and acknowledging its power, we may
once again discover the liberating reality of grace. I believe it would be good
for us to reflect on that.

...from an open letter on the "Trifa affair" sent to members of the
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governing board of the National Council of Churches in the U.S.A. and other fellow
Christians by the Rev. Isaac C. Rottenberg, Secretary for Program Interpretation,
Reformed Church in America.

* * * * * %

We are beginning to be able to acknowledge and respect each other's re-
ligious traditions as representing positive waye of life. Christians are realiz-
ing that Judaism has ite owm integrity and neede no Christian correction. Together
we are beginning to see that we can behave as equals, that we do not meed to make
each other's belief systeme "wrong." We are siblings, each possessing his cum
validity, vitality and wholeness. Chrietians no lomger pray for the conversion of
the Jews., It ie all right now with most Christians for Jewe to be Jewe and Chris-
tiane Christians.

This elimate of growing respect and understanding is now threatened by
the recent growth of something called -- for want of a better name -- "Jewish-
Christianity."” The zealous proponents of "Jewish-Christianity' aim their pro-
selytizing activitiee specifically at Jews. They maintain that real fulfillment
for a Jew consiste in accepting Jesus (they eall him Yeshua) as messiah. Their
meseage is grounded in the motion that to accept Jesus "ie the most natural won-
derful, and, above all, spiritual thing that can happen to a Jewish person.”
(nce again the "incompleteness" of Jewieh faith is being preached.

The current rise of "Jewish-Christian" missionary activity in Long
Island is distreseing to both Jewe and Christians. It is upsetting to Jews be-
bause it impugns the integrity of Jewish belief. It is alarming to Christians
because it misrepresents Christianity. It is disturbing to both Jews and Chris-
tiane because it undermines the basis of mutual respect which it has taken so
long for us to establish.

Perhape the greatest danger in this '"Jewish-Christian" missionary ac-
tivity i that the Jewish community may draw back from interfaith dialogue, con-
vinced that the "Jewish-Christian' movement is simply a highly vieible manifesta-
tion of the otherwise tacit intent of all Christians to comvert Jews to Chris-
tignity.

We wieh, therefore, to make it elear that as Christians we acknowledge
and affirm the integrity of Judaism and disavew completely the message and the
methods of these "Jewish-Christian" groups.

From a public statement by the Rev. Lawrence McCoombe, chairman, Com-
mission on Christian-Jewish Relations, Episcopal Diocese of Long Island, New York.
(The statement has the full support of the Rt. Rev. Jonathan G, Sherman, Bishop
of Long Island.)

The publication and distribution of
this Issue of the Interreligious Newsletter has been made possible
through the generous support of the Milton Weill Memorial Fund.
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ANTI-SEMITISM IN ARGENTINA

Both Jews and Catholics have been the victims of increasing violence and
terrorism in Argentina in recent months. A number of Jewish personalities and
Roman Catholic priests have been kidnapped, murdered and threatened. While the
Argentinian Government has fought the left-wing guerilla movement, it seems un-
able or unwilling to control violence springing from a proliferation of right-wing
extremist groups with reputed ties to the military.

¢
In the case of the Jews, however, violence HG”ImEDUHEﬂI' , %

directed at Jewish individuals and institutions has
been accompanied by an intensified campaign of anti-
Semitic propaganda. The classic anti-Semitic liter-
ature of the 19th Century, including the Protocols
of the Elders of Zion, The Talmud Unmasked - a Vi-
cious fabrication which employs fictitious passages
from the Talmud - and publications written by
Goebbels, Rosenberg and other Nazi leaders, have
been translated into Spanish and widely distributed
throughout Argentina.

These developments are of common cancern 3
to Eat?o]ics and Jews End suggest mutual cooperation "-
in confronting them. AJC's Interreligious and For- Tz
eign Affairs Departments have consulted with Catho- Ediioria Logior
lic leaders in the United States and at the Vatican
to develop a joint response. Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum,
an AJC delegation including Miles Jaffe, Morris . % = Y
Fine, David Geller and Brant Coopersmith met in B frneomDograny BT
Washington with representatives of the Bishops' Com- e e e

mission on Justice and Peace. Zachariah Schuster 9.3 Rofler

met in Geqeua with foicja15 of the Uatican_ﬂfficg MMﬁ=k|;T. R
Cials both fn.the Uittad Stabes ambithe Veticmy JUDRISMO
Eians haye besh tavied o the ISttty of the E IGLESIA
chani 1nFormsion on Latih AMarica and €0 Cooers CATOLICR

ate with AJC confronting the very dangerous situa-
tion in Argentina,
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PROTEST SOVIET VIOLATIONS OF HELSINKI ACCORD

Protests against Soviet actions viewed as "gross violations" of the
Helsinki Accord came from two interreligious sources: the co-leaders of an inter-
religious delegation which was denied admission to the Soviet Union, and leaders
of the National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry.

In the first instance, the Rev. Dr. Mathan VanderWerf, assistant general
secretary of the National Council of Churches, and IAD's Rabbi James Rudin, who
were to have led a delegation of eight Christians and six Jews in a 17-day study
tour of Poland, the Soviet Union and Israel, denounced the Soviet Union for re-
fusing visas to three American rabbis in the delegation. Pointing out that it was
the third such Soviet action in three years, they urged both the U.S. State Depart-
ment and the U.S. Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe (which oversees
implementation of the Helsinki Accord) to protest to Soviet leaders.

Dr. VanderWerf scored the "strange detente" which encourages "some Ameri-
cans” to visit the Soviet Union while others in the same group, "namely Jews, are
denied this privilege." "As Christians, we cannot be silent about such a blatant
anti-Semitic act against friends and fellow citizens," he said,

In the second instance, Sister Ann Gillen, executive director of the
National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry, and her co-leaders, Sister
Margaret Traxler, National Catholic Conference for Interracial Justice, Professor
Andre Lacocque, Chicago Theological Seminary, and Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum expressed
grave concern about Soviet Jews detained "for investigation." In previous epi-
sodes of this kind such police raids have invariably resulted in severe punish-
ments and persecution, they noted.

Citing the denial of exit visas, and the recent harassment and beatings
inflicted on Jews who were protesting delays and obstructions in obtaining them,
the Task Force leaders urged Christians and Jews to join their protest. They
also called upon religious leaders to attend the Chicago Consultation on the Hel-
sinki Accord, a major human rights conference taking place in Chicago, November
29-30. Scheduled speakers at this meeting, the second national interreligious con-
sultation on Soviet Jewry, include Congressman Robert Drinan; Dr. Cynthia Wedel,
president of the World Council of Churches; Senator Charles Percy; Professor
Thomas Bird of the City University of New York and Rabbi Tanenbaum. (The next
issue of the Imterreligious Newsletter will report more fully on this conference.)

AJC CRITICIZES NCC ON TRIFA

AJC has charged the National Council of Churches with compromising its
"moral credibility" by refusing to remove or suspend from its Governing Board
Valerian D. Trifa, Bishop of the Rumanian Orthodox Church, who faces revocation
of his U.S. citizenship on charges of lying about his involvement in Nazi atro-
cities during World War II.

A statement issued jointly by Rabbis Tanenbaum and Rudin called Trifa
an "acknowledged anti-Semite."

The NCC Governing Board stated that it had no power to remove Trifa in-
asmuch as he represented a constituent church, and such churches appoint their
own representatives.

However, Rabbi Rudin, who attended the NCC meeting as an official ob-
server, declared during the debate on Trifa's status that "the Mational Council
of Churches, which rightfully passes moral judgments on nations and individuals,
has failed to challenge the actions of one of its own board members."



[IAD's statement continued:

We are convinced that millioms of American Jews and Christians of
all denominations regard the refusal of the National Council to
remove Valerian Trifa from hie present position in the Council as
a moral affront. To avoid taking action on the dismissal of Trifa
on the technical basis that such decision rests with the Orthodox

qhureh in America is to evade moral responsibility through legal-
TEMB. v s »

In the faee of the seriousness of these charges and the fact that
Trifa faces revocation of his United States citizenship on charges
of lying about committing atroeities during World War II, it would
seem that the very least moral obligation rested on the leadership
of the National Council to suspend Trifa pending the completion of
the Govermment's proceedings against him.

Criticism of the NCC's retention of Bishop Trifa has come from Christian
sources as well. The Committee on Christian Unity of the Reformed Church in
America declared that the NCC Board's position is "spiritually and morally unten-
able. Ue who do not hesitate to address others with the moral claims of the gos-
pel should not remain silent when our fellow churches are involved. Such a stance
would render a serious blow to our credibility." The United Methodist Church's
Division of Ecumenical Concerns called on the NCC to be "responsive to the moral
seriousness of the long standing charges" about Trifa.

RELIGIOUS LEADERS OPPOSE ELECTION BIGOTRY

At a well attended press conference at AJC's Institute of Human Relations,
religious leaders from the Evangelical, Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish com-
munities called attention to various instances of appeals to religious bigotry in
the recent election campaign, and urged the presidential candidates and both polit-
ical parties to "reject forcefully any campaign appeals based on the religion a
candidate may profess.”

The Rt. Rev. Paul Moore, Jr., Episcopal bishop of New York; Rev. Joseph
A. O'Hare, S.J., editor-in-chief of the Jesuit publication, Amerieca; Dr. Arnold T.
01son, retiring president of the Evangelical Free Lutheran Church of America; and
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum noted that drives to elect "God-centered citizens" who will
work to "rebuild" America as a "Christian republic" had been mounted in some 30
Congressional districts -- led, for the most part, by far-right-wing Evangelical
Christians, both Democrats and Republicans.

At other levels of political and civic life, they noted, attempts have
been made to impose a religious test. In one case in North Carolina, school board
candidates were questioned about their religious convictions. In some 25 cities
"Christian Yellow Pages" have been published as Supplements to telephone direc-
tories urging that only "born-again Christians" be patronized,

In a joint statement, the four religious leaders declared:

The announced purpose of the drives ig to raise the moral quality of
Ameriean politics -- a goal which Americans of all faiths and persua-
siong can share, But Americans cannot share the underlying assump-

tiong: that candidates for office are to be judged on grounds other
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than their political and eivie qualifications and positions -- and
that non-Christian believers, nonbelievers, or even Chriastians with
a different religious outlook are insufficiently qualified, trust-
worthy or patriotie.

These assumptions strike at the American democratie process and, even
more fundamentally, at the separation between church and state, re-
Ligion and govermment, which the U.5. Constitution has set up 8o that
religion may be truly free.

Editorializing on this issue, America, the Jesuit weekly, stated (Oct. 30):

The appeal to "vote Christian" is as wrong-headed as the appeal --
also surfacing in some parts of the country -- to "buy Christian."
In both cases, real value takes second place. And neither our
politics nor our business can afford such waste.

CHRISTIAN LITURGICAL REFORMS WELCOMED

A hymn used in the Good Friday 1iturgy of several Christian communions has
been removed from the revised prayer book of one major church group -- the Epis-
copal Church -- and is under scrutiny by scholars and theologians of other churches
because of its anti-Jewish impact.

Called the "Improperia," or "Reproaches," the hymn consists of two Medi-
eval poems that, without mentioning the Jewish people by name, accuse them of
ingratitude for their deliverance from Egypt and of responsibility for the cruci-
fixion. Beginning with a line from Hebrew Scripture ("0 my people, what have I
done to thee or in what have I molested thee?") the prayer continues with a lamen-
tation which is put into the mouth of Jesus, although it was composed centuries
after his death. Of these verses, author Claire Huchet Bishop has written:

Sensitive tndividuals may take "my people" and the reproaches that
follow to be addressed to themselves, but most people assume that
the Jews are meant, and thus the Improperia has alvays served to
build resentment and hatred of Jewry. In Poland it was often fol-
lowed by pogroms, as was its Orthodox counterpart ("Like dogs they
have surrounded him.... Look at Brmanuel tortured by the children
of Israel") in Russia. It is one of history's bitter ironies that
part of the text of this devotion, which so often has spelled ter-
ror and death of Jews, should have been appropriated from a Jewish
prayer, recited during the Passover seder. (How Catholics Look at
Jews, Claire Huchet Bishop, Paulist Press)

AJC's concern with the anti-Jewish impact of the Improperia was communi-
cated to Roman Catholic authorities even before the convening of Vatican Council
I1, when, at the request of the late Cardinal Bea, AJC submitted to him a series
of scholarly memoranda for consideration by the fathers of the council. 0One
such paper, documented by excerpts from textbooks used in Catholic schools in the
United States, Europe and Latin America, explored the image of the Jews in Catholic
teaching. Another, entitled "Anti-Jewish Elements in Catholic Liturgy," called
attention to the damaging inferences of the Improperia, and the ironic fact that
the verses are a deliberate inversien of a Jewish prayer of thanksgiving to God.



e

) The Reproaches had never before appeared in any authorized version of the
{EpTStGpa1] Book of Common Prayer, but were included as an optional part of the
Good Friday service in a newly-revised draft, of which a trial run of 50,000 copies
was distributed for use on an experimental basis. Criticism and concern from
Christian sources were quick to follow. The Rev. Canon Jeffrey P. Cave of Washing-
ton Cathedral, in a sermon delivered at the Cathedral in August, declared:

To place at the heart of the holiest service of the holiest day of
the Christian year a hymn which phrase after phrase lambastes the
Jews for their unfaithfulness and their eruelty is to recpen a
chapter in liturgy and in life which, since the holocaust and the
homecoming of Israel, need never be opened again -- the insidious
persistence of anti-Semitic thoughte and deeds on the part of
Christians, the first eousing of the Jews.

Canon Cave called for "a modern day crusade against anti-Semitism."
Along similar lines, Professor Thomas Idinopulos wrote in The Christian
Century (Aug. '76):

The Reproaches revive Christian distortions against Jews and Judaism,
and for this reason they should be eliminated not only from the new
Book of Common Prayer but from the liturgies of Homan Catholicism
and Greek Orthodoxy as well.

The Episcopal Church leadership responded quickly and sensitively. In
May, the Church's Standing Liturgical Commission voted the hymn out of the Draft
Proposed Book of Common Prayer, and in September, the deletion was finalized by
the1§piscupal House of Bishops during the Church's governing convention in Minne-
apolis.

In a telegram to Presiding Bishop John Allin of Mississippi, IAD's Marc
Tanenbaum and James Rudin hailed the decision as an "historic act of respect for
Judaism and friendship for the Jewish people." 1In a letter to Rabbi Rudin, Epis-
copal Bishop John Burt of Ohio, who helped lead the action to remove the objection-
able verses, noted that they had been included by a sub-committee "without being
sensitive to their history or their anti-Semitic content," and that the episode
demonstrates "how easy it is for anti-Semitic feeling to be spread abroad, un-
noticed by good, well-intentioned people.”

The Improperia are still in use in the Roman Catholic Good Friday liturgy.
Until 1970, the hymn was chanted in Latin and probably not widely understood. But
with the translation of much of the liturgy into the vernacular -- a move intended
as a liturgical reform -- Catholics were exposed in great numbers to the anti-
Jewish impact of the prayer. Archbishop John R. Quinn of Oklahoma, chairman of
the Catholic Bishops' Committee on the Liturgy, indicated that this commission
would study the question this fall. In preparation for that meeting, the Arch-
bishop has circulated the memorandum on anti-Jewish elements in Catholic 1iturgy
which the AJC submitted to Vatican II, and which was later shared with Episcopal
Church authorities.

SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF CONFESSIONS

Another liturgical development reflecting increased sensitivity to Jews,
Judaism and the Jewish background of Christianity is the adoption by the 900,000
member Southern Presbyterian Church in the United States of a revised Book of Con-
fessions which includes, in its Declaration of Faith, the following passage:
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We can never lay exclusive claim to being God's people,

as though we had replaced those

to whom the covenant, the law, and the promises belong.

We affirm that God has not rejected his people the Jews.
The Lord doee not take back his promises.

We Christians have rejected Jews throughout our history
with shameful prejudice and cruelty.

God ealls us to dialogue and ecoperation

that do not ignore our real disagreement

yet proceed in mutual respect and love.

We are bound together with them in a single story

of those chosen to serve and proclaim the living God.

Believed to be the first such statement adopted by any Christian body as
part of its Confession, its "spirit of loving respect for the faith and people of
Israel" was commended by AJC on the occasion of its adoption for study by the de-
nomination's General Assembly, which Rabbi Rudin attended as a fraternal visitor.
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum welcomed it as "an invaluable contribution in the struggle
against anti-Semitism."

REV. MOON'S TEACHING ANTI-JEWISH, REPORTS AJC

Much public attention has been focused on the Korean-born founder and
leader of the Unification Church, the Rev. Sun Myung Moon, but very little has been
said about his attitudes and beliefs regarding Judaism and the Jewish people. A
documented study of Divine Principle, the basic text of Rev. Moon's movement, car-
ried out by IAD's Rabbi James Rudin, reveals an orientation of unrelieved hostility
to Jews and Judaism.

"When referring to Jews and Judaism," the report declares, "we are con-
fronted with over 125 examples of an unremitting litany of pathological anti-
Jewish teachings. Nowhere in Divine Principle does Rev. Moon acknowledge the au-
thenticity and integrity of Jews or Judaism, either ancient or modern. From Abra-
ham until the present day, Jews are seen only as a people devoid and emptied of any
genuine faith and spiritual qualities. The Jewish people are depicted as collec-
tively responsible for the crucifixion of Jesus as allies of Satan. They have been
replaced by a 'second Israel'; (who interestingly enough, must soon be replaced by
a "third Israel'; the followers of Rev. Moon.) Further, the Jews have lost God's
‘heritage', and are still being 'punished' for their many, many sins."

The study contrasts Rev. Moon's doctrines with those of Protestants,
Catholics, Evangelicals, and other Christians who are meeting with Jews "in love
and mutual respect." While Christian church leaders have made vast efforts in re-
cent years to come to grips with their anti-Jewish legacy, to repudiate its most
negative and hostile elements, and to affirm the ongoing validity of God's cove-
nant with the Jewish people, Rev. Moon, it declares, "perpetuates only hateful,
destructive and divisive teachings about Judaism and the Jewish people."

One can only speculate on what negative and anti-Jewish impact Divine
Principle may have upon a follower of Rev. Moon, the report concludes.
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«++ IAD BRIEFS ....

Local and regional "Faith Without Prejudice" conferences, explorina how
religious groups teach about one another, are continuing around the United States.
In May, Rabbi Rudin keynoted a one-day workshop in Louisville, in cooperation with
Father Stanley Schmidt, director of the Archdiocesan Office of Ecumenical Affairs.
In August, AJC's Houston Chapter sponsored a Faith Without Prejudice conference
featuring Sister Colleen Hennessy, superintendent of schools for the Houston Dio-
cese; Presbyterian scholar Dr. James Wharton; and Dr. Samue] Karff, Rabbi of Con-
gregation Beth Israel. In November, IAD's Judith Banki snoke on the subject in
Phoenix and keynoted a one-day conference on the subject in Los Angeles, along
with Dr. John Bennett, president emeritus of Union Theological Seminary, and Father
John Pawlikowski, author of Catechetice and Prejudice.

A Women's Interreligious Dialogue on the Middle East has been launched
in Philadelphia, involving Presbyterian, Lutheran, Baptist, Roman Catholic and
Jewish women. AJC's Philadelphia Chapter is one of the sponsoring groups. This
continuing dialogue is a partial result of the enthusiasm of AJC women who partici-
pated in the Women's Interreligious Tour of the Middle East coordinated by IAD's
Inge Gibel. Another Interreligious Study Tour of the Middle East will depart in
February for Eqypt, Syria, Jordan and Israel, co-led by Dr. George Gruen of AJC's
Foreign Affairs Department, and Dr. Arleon Kelley, associate director of the Com-
mission on Regional and Local Ecumenism of the NCC. IAD's Visitors to Israe]
Program continues to win high praise from local Jewish federations and community
relations councils as well, such as Phoenix and Hartford.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum served as an "official observer" at the "Call to
Action" Conference sponsored by the National Conference of Catholic Bishops in
Detroit. He was invited by the Conference Chairman, Cardinal John Dearden of
Detroit. Rabbi Tanenbaum also spoke as one of several religious leaders to ad-
dress an unprecedented five-day Ethics Workshop sponsored by the Chief of Army
Chaplains and hosted by the U.S. Army Chaplain Center and School.

NEW MEDIA BIBLE - INTERRELIGIOUS BREAKTHROUGH

A worldwide team of some 70 Biblical scholars, historians, and arche-
ologists have joined in an effort to produce "The New Media B1h1g,“ an unprece-
dented project to "translate" the entire Bible into film and audio-visual aids.
The film project, headed by a top British film producer, John Heyman, seeks to
harness religious education to the media revolution as a means of overcoming re-
ligious illiteracy and apathy about Biblical ethics and moral values in the
society.

Interreligious advisors for the New Media Bible are the Rev. Alfred
McBride of the National Catholic Education Association; the Rev. Edward Powers
of the United Church of Christ; and Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbeaum of the American_
Jewish Committee. AJC's interest in the project derives from the fact that it
provides an innovative answer to depicting the Jewish roots of Christianity and
of overcoming negative stereotypes about Jews and Judaism in New Testament edu-
cation. Further information is available about use in Christian education and
Jewish schools by writing to Rabbi Tanenbaum at AJC.



NOTABLE QUOTES

A sertain comversion on the part of Christians is necessary for a true
meeting and a true dialogue with Jewe. Othereise, it 18 useless and hypocritical
to speak of dialogue. But repentance, in the Biblical sense of the word (Teshuvah
or turning) ean allow Christians and Jews to know one another again.... If Vati-
ean IT broke with substitution theology, it did not replace it. Thus, the language
of substitution theology still dominates a teaching without renewal or repentance.
Christians must vedigoover the meaning of the word "Jew" -- as one who accepts re-
sponaibility for his existential situation, who refuses to prostrate himgelf be-
fore idols, who gives thanks. We must present in owr teaching a Jewish Jesus re-
aituated among his owm people and addressing his own people. We muat rediscover
in Jesus the Jew faithful to the Torah, who has put the message of the prophets
in the center of his life. Then justice, recognized in the person of Jesus, may
again become a promige for all nations through the Chriatian message.

.. We must vecognize that the Christian ammouncement (Kerygmal to the

nationa ie not addressed to the Jews, because "salvation is from the Jews." (John
4, 22) Not only are "the gifte and the calling of God without repentance," {Rom.

& 11, 29) but without possible evasion. Thus, we must veview the attitude of the
church on the question of conversion. We do not have the right to deprive Jews
of their {dentity and their vocation, we who are founded upon them. The only
thing we might have the right to ask ta for Jewe to tell us who Jesus ie for them.
And we should not accept into the Christian commnity a Jew whose only reason for
approaching us 18 to flee from the Jewish community. Our task should be, were we
capable of it, to help him rediscover his Jewish identity.

Let the Jews remain faithful to fulfill the Mitzvah. 4And let Christians
never cease to proclaim Jesus to the natioms, to proslaim the Torah, the Torah of
Taragel and no other. That i¢ our situation and that te our task.

(From an address by Fr. Bernard Dupuy, del]ivered at Bec-Hellouin, France.
Translated from Sene, the publication of the Amitie Judeo-Chretienne de France,
No. 7/8, 1976)

AJC Interreligious Publications

------------

& Catechetics and Prejudice by The Rev. John T. Pawlikowski. Paulist Press, Paramus,
New Jersey, 1973. 154 pages.

Faith and Prejudice, by The Rev. Bernhard E. Olson. Yale University Press, New
Haven, Connecticut., 1963. 451 pages.

Jegus and Terael, by Jules Isaac, edited by Claire Huchet Bishop. Holt, Rinehart
& Winston, New York, New York, 1971. 405 pages.

Speaking of God Today: Jewe and Lutherans in Comversation, by Paul D. Opsahl and
Marc H. Tanenbaum. Fortress Press, Philadelphia, Pennsylavania, 1974. 178 pages.

The Jewish People in the First Century, Volume I, Compendia Rerwm Judaicarum ad
Novwm Testamentwm, edited by S. Safrai and M. Stern in cooperation with D. Flusser
and W.C. Unnik. Van Gorcum & Company, Assen, Netherlands - and - Fortress Press,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1974. 560 pages.

| Fortrait of the Elder Brother, by Gerald Strober. American Jewish Committee, New
York, New York, 1972. 56 pages.
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Foundation a seminar on "The State of Religious Pluralism in Israel,"
with Dr. G. Douglas Young as speaker.

IAD BRIEFE +.us

The IAD, which planned and coordinated the strong Christian participation
at Brussels II, in cooperation with the National Interreligious Task
Force on Soviet Jewry, is now helping to plan a major national follow-up
conference in Chicago, November 30-December 2. The IAD and task force
also arranged for Christian participation in the Solidarity Mobilization
on May 2 in New York. The task force, of which Sr. Ann Gillen is execu-
tive director and Rabbi James Rudin executive chairman, is circulating
among Christian leaders and church bodies copies of a "Call to Christian
Conscience" issued by the Christian delegation at Brussels. The "Call"
stresses the right of Soviet Jews to emigrate and also urges adegquate
institutions and educational facilities for Jews who choose to remain

in the Soviet Union. (Copies of the "Call" and the Task, publication

of the interreligious task force, are available from the IAD.)

The national"Faith Without Prejudice" conference of religious educators
sponsored by the IAD at St. Louis University last June continues to
stimulate follow-up programming. Local and regional "Faith Without
Prejudice" conferences have taken place in some communities (Philadelphia,
Westchester County) and are being planned for others (Louisville, Los
Angeles, Houston). In addition, Judith Banki is a member of an inter-
faith advisory committee established in Nashville to assist Protestant
editors preparing teaching materials which bear on Jews and Judaism.

Rabbis Tanenbaum and Rudin both testified before Congressional committees
in Washington, Rabbi Tanenbaum before the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee on January 21 as one of a panel of religious leaders speaking

on moral aspects of foreign policy choices for the 1970s and 1980s, and
Rabbi Rudin on the Equal Opportunities Subcommittee of the House Committee
on Education and Labor on behalf of the full employment bill.

Rabbi Judah Cahn, president of the New York Board of Rabbis, has announced
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum's appointment as chairman of the Jewish-Christian
Relations Commission of the rabbinical body. The NYBR is comprised of
1,000 Orthodox, Conservative and Reform rabbis and is the largest and
oldest rabbinic body of its kind in the world.

IAD staff participation at conferences: Rabbi James Rudin represented

the IAD at a Presbyterian-Jewish institute held at the national head-
quarters of the Presbyterian Church in the U.8. in Atlanta...Ms. Gibel

and Ms. Banki were the only two Jewish representatives participating in

a conference on "Women's Eguality and the Christian Churches"” at the
Graymoor Ecumenical Institute...Rabbi Tanenbaum addressed the Bicentennial
Conference on Religious Liberty in Philadelphia.

76-700-42
May 4, 1976
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A REVIEW OF TRENDS AND DEVELOPMENTS IN INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS

MILES JAFFE, chairman
Interreligious Affairs Commission

RABEI MARC H. TANENBAUM, national director
Interreligious Affairs Department

Vol. I, Mo. 1, May 1976 Prepared and edited by Judith H. Banki

THE UN, ZIONISM AND CHRISTIAN OPINION

Arab-Communist political strategy, calculated to isolate
and stigmatize Israel, has achieved a number of diplomatic wvictories
within the UN. But the adoption by the UN General Assembly of a re-
solution defining Zionism as a form of racism aroused such a storm of
criticism in many parts of the world that it may yet prove to be counter-
productive to the goals of Arab propaganda. Christian opinion in par-
ticular was aroused as seldom before, at least in the United States
and Western Europe.

A comprehensive survey undertaken by the IAD of Christian
responses reveals that both the substance of the resolution and its
adoption by the UN were widely denounced by Christian groups and
leaders in the United States and abroad. Much of this response was
immediate and spontaneous, and it came from every level of the organ-
ized Christian church community: from the leadership of national
Catholic and Protestant and Orthodox institutions, from regional and
local church groups, from ecumenical associations, from ad hoe com-
munal groups, from campus ministries and from individual clergy, aca-
demicians and religious journalists.

Moreover, Christian opinion on the UN resoclution tran-
scended normative political stances on Middle East issues. Officers
and leaders cof church groups often cool to, or critical of Israel
(World Council of Churches, Mational Council of Churches, United Church
of Christ) denounced the UN action, as well as those traditionally
supportive of Israel. The resolution was perceived not only as anti-
Israel and anti-Zionist, but as anti-Semitic, &nd the great majority
of responses focused on that issue. Archbishop Joseph Bernardin,
president of the United States Catholic Conference, said it opened
the door to "harrassment, discrimination and denial of basic rights"
to Jews throughout the world. The president of the United Church of
Christ, Dr. Robert Moss, cautioned that the resolution sponsors "meant
by it Jews and Judaism as well as the State of Israel." Perhaps no
one put it more succinctly than the National Catholic Conference for
Interracial Justice:

We recognize racism when we see it.

We recognize anti-Semitism when we see it.
Zionism is not and never was raciam.

Thia resolution is anti-Semitiem at its woraet.

Christian responses encompassed a variety of attitudes
toward the UN. A few were more concerned with possible loss of support
for the UN than with the substance of the resclution itself: a number
were so disgusted by the UN's action that they urged a reassessment of
U.S. support of the world body. Most opinions fell hetween these extremes,
urging continued support of essential UN activities, but warning that

Institute of Human Relations 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y, 10022
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the world organization had damaged its credibility.

A special facet of the response from Christians was the
frequent expression of solidarity with Jews, sometimes invoking re-
ligious tradition, sometimes based on common humanity, most often
affirming Christian support in the struggle against anti-Semitism.

VATICAN II, TEN YEARS LATER

October of 1975 marked the tenth anniversary of the
NDeclaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions,
including the historic chapter on relationships with Jews, adopted at
Vatican Council II. The declaration, bolstered by excellent guidelines
provided by the American bishops, has given impetus to substantial pro-
gress in Catholic-Jewish relations, particularly in the area of Catholic
teachings about Jews and Judaism. To commemorate the tenth anniversary
of the declaration, AJC sponsored some 17 academic and theological
conferences throughout the United States which reviewed the accomplish-
ments of the intervening years, identified unresolved issues, and
explored prospects for the future.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum participated in a number of commemo-
rative conferences: in Atlanta, with the participation of Fr. John
Pawlikowski, acting president of the Catholic Theological Union in
Chicago and Archbishop Thomas Donnellan (who used the occasion to
denounce the UN resolution linking Zionism with racism); in Los Angeles,
with Cardinal Timothy Manning and Fr. Charles Angell of Graymoor Fathers,
editor of Ecumenical Trends; in Philadelphia, with Msgr. George Higgins,
secretary for research of the United States Catholic Conference; in
San Francisco with Gerard Sherry, editor-manager of the diocesan news-
paper, The Monitor; in St. Louis' Fontbonne College, at a meeting of
religious education cocordinators.

In Baltimore, a Vatican II commemoration was combined with
an AJC award to Cardinal Lawrence Shehan, former Archbishop of Balti-
more, for his leadership and advocacy of Catholic-Jewish understanding,
both in the U.S. and during Vatican Council deliberations in Rome, in
which he played a decisive role. The award was presented by Morton
Blaustein.

About 100,000 copies of a special tenth anniversary supple-
ment of the Miehigan Catholie, documenting AJC's contributions to
increased Catholic-Jewish understanding, particularly in stimulating
self-studies of religious textbooks, were distributed in Michigan and
throughout the United States and overseas.

WOMEN'S INTERRELIGIOUS STUDY TOUR OF THE MIDDLE EAST

The unprecedented, all-women's study tour of the Middle
East has evoked community interest in duplicating the in-depth women's
interreligious dialogue on the Middle East of which the study tour was
a culmination.

Nine AJC women, both lay leaders and staff professionals,
were among the 24 American women who spent 17 days in Egypt, Syria,
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Jordan and Israel, meeting with government representatives, academicians,
community leaders and women on all levels of society. IAD's Inge

Lederer Gibel was tour coordinator and Jewish co-leader, along with

Ms. Sarah Cunningham, editor of the Presbyterian women's journal Conecern,
and Sr. Ann Patrick Ware, associate director of the NCC's Commission on
Faith and Order.

The tour received widespread media coverage, with co-leaders
appearing on the NBC "Today" show, and Ms. Gibel interviewed on a num-
ber of radic and television programs.

A dialogue has been launched in Philadelphia and similar
programs are being considered in other communities.

FIRST NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANS AND JEWS

"My mind has been stretched....To participate in it has
been a very real privilege for me. I'll be a different person because
of this," said the Rev. Leighton Ford of the Billy Graham organization
about the first national conference to bring together leading evange-
lical scholars and educators with scholars from Orthodox, Conservative
and Reform Judaism. The three-day meeting in New York, co-sponsored
by the IAD and the American Institute of Holy Land Studies in Jerusalem,
involved more than 40 participants in a scholarly exploration of mutual
concerns and a frank discussion of differences. Topics included The
Meaning of Israel, Biblical Authority, The Messiah, Social Concerns
and Current Morality.

Enthusiasm for the conference ran high on both sides.

Dr. William Buehler, director of the Division of Biblical Studies at
Barrington College called it "one of the most profound experiences of
my life...a success in every way. My life and teaching ministry will
never be the same." "What a time of learning and sharing those three
days proved to be!" wrote Dr. Vernon Grounds, president of the Conser-
vative Baptist Theological Seminary. Dr. Ellis Rivkin of Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of Religion called the conference "about the
best overall that I have ever attended..." "Extraordinarily well-
organized and productive," wrote Dr. Bernard Martin of Case Western
Reserve University.

Clarifying their profound differences on a number of
religious issues, the evangelical and Jewish participants also agreed
in several areas: support for and solidarity with the people and State
of Israel; the need for more systematic and scholarly work to eliminate
all forms of anti-Semitism in Christian teaching, preaching and liturgy,
and for a fuller understanding of the rabbinic background of the New
Testament and the life of Jesus by evangelical Christians; and coopera-
tive action to support the causes of human rights, social justice, and
advance public morality around the world.

The conference papers will be published by the Baker Book
House under the title, Seripture, Theology and History: Perspectives
of Evangelicale and Jews.

The national meeting has stimulated chapter programs as
well. On April 28th, AJC's Philadelphia chapter co-sponsored with the
Philadelphia College of Bible and Eternity Magazine of the Evangelical
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I scallered my people, but |
will gather them
and guard them as a :
shepherd guards his llock.




Israel’'s Return Home

The Lorp says,
“MNations, listen to me
and proclaim my words on the far-off shores,
| scattered my people, but | will gather them
and guard them as a shepherd guards his
flock.
| have sé&t Israel’s people free
and have saved them from a mighty nation.
They will come and sing for joy on Mount Zion
and be delighted with my gifts—
qgifts of grain and wine and olive oil,
gifts of sheep and catile.
They will be like a well-watered garden;
they will have everything they need.
Then the girls will dance and be happy,
and men, young and old, will rejoice.
| will comfort them and turn their mourning into
12Y,
their sorrow into gladness,
I will fill the priests with the richest food
and salisfy all the needs of my people.

|, the Lorp, have spoken.”
—Jeramigh 31, 10-14

This Selection in Today's English Version consists of Jetemiah 31,10-14
and ig part of the Gaod News Bibla
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| Will Bless You

The Loap said to Abram, "Leave your native land,
your relatives, and your father's home, and go to a
country that | am going to show you. | will give you many
descendants, and they will bacome a great nation. | will
bless you and make your name famous, so that you will
be a blessing.

| will bless those who bless you,
But | will curse those who curse you.
And through you | will bless all the nations."

When Abram was seventy-five years old, he staried
out from Haran, as the Losp had 1old him to do; and Lot
went with him. Abram took his wife Sarai, his nephew
Lot, and all the wealth and all the slaves they had ac-
guired in Haran, and they started out for the land of
Canaan.

When they arrived in Canaan, Abram traveled through
the land until he came to the sacred tree of Moreh, the
holy place at Shechem. (Al that time the Canaanites
were still living in the land.) The Loro appeared to
Abram and said to him, “This is the country that | am
going ta give to your descendants.” Then Abram built
an altar there to the Loap, who had appeared to him,
After thal, he moved on south ta the hill country east of
the city of Bethel and set up his camp between Bethsl
on the west and Al on the east. There also he built an
altar and worshiped the Lono, Then he moved on from
place to place, golng toward the southern part of

Canaan.
—Fanaug 12.1-0

This Belection in Today's English Varsion conslgts of Genesis 12,1-0 and
is part of the Good News Hiblo.
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The Lorp said to Abram, “'Leave your
native land, your relatives, and your
father’s home and go to a country
that | am going to show you. | will
give you many descendants, and
they will become a great nation.

LT e




Once again Judah will be the spe-
cial possession of the Loro in his
sacred land, and Jerusalem will be
the city he loves most of all.




Sing for Joy, Jerusalem

The Loao said to his people, "l scattered you in
all directions. But now, you exiles, escape from
Babylonia and return to Jerusalem. Anyone who
strikes you strikes what is most precious to me."

So the Loro Almighty sent me with this message
for the nations that had plundered his people: "The
Loro himself will fight against you, and you will be
plundered by the people who were once your ser-
vants."

When this happens, everyone will know that the
Loro Almighty sent me.

The Loro said, ''Sing for joy, people of Jeru-
salem! | am coming to live among you!”

At that time many nations will come to the Lorop
and become his people. He will live among you,
and you will know that he has sent me to you. Once
again Judah will be the special possession of the
Lero in his sacred land, and Jerusalem will be the
city he loves most of all,

Be silent, everyone, in the presence of the Loro,
for he is coming from his holy dwelling place.

=Tachariah 3.6-13

This Selection in Today's English Vamsion corsists of Zechariah 2.6-13
nnd ig part of the Good Mews Bible,
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The Lorb—and the Lorp alone—is our God.

e



The Great Commandment

"These are all the laws that the Loso your God
commanded me to teach you. Obey them in the
land that you are about to enter and occupy. As
long as you live, you and your descendants are to
have reverance for the Loro your God and obey all
his laws that | -am giving you, so that you may live
in that land & long time. Listen 1o them, people of
Israel, and obey them! Then all will go well with
you, and you will become a mighty nation and live
in that rich and fertile land, just as the Lomrp, the
God of our ancestors, has promised,

“Israel, remember this! The Loro—and the Lorp
alone—is our God. Love the Loro your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your
strength. Never forget these commands that | am
giving you today, Teach them to your children.
Repeat them when you are at home and when you
are away, when you are resting and when you arg
working. Tie them on your arms and wear them on
your foreheads as a reminder. Write them on the
doorposts of your houses and on your gates.”

—Deuteronomy &.1-9

Thiz Salsction in Today's English Version consisis of Dauteronomy 6.1-9
and is part of the Good Mews Bibie
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God's Assurance to Israel

The Loro says,
"Small and weak as you are, Israal,
don't be afraid; | will help you.
I, the haoly God of |srael, am the one who saves you.
| will make you like a threshing board,
with spikes that are new and sharp.
You will thresh mountains and destroy them;
hills will crumble inta dust,
You will toss them in the alr;
the wind will carry them off,
and they will be scattered by the storm,
Then you will be happy because | am your God,
you will praise me, the holy God of Israel.

“When my people in their need look for water,
when their throats are dry with thirst,
then |, the Loso, will answer their prayer;
|, the God of Israsl, will never abandon them,
I will make rivers flow among barren hills
and springs of water run in the valleys,
| will turn the desert into pools of water
and the dry land into flowing springs.
| will make cedars grow in the desert,
and acaclas and myrtles and olive trees.
Forests will grow in barren land,
forests of pine and juniper and cypress.
People will see this and know
that |, the Losp, have done it,
They will come to understand
that Israel’'s holy God has made it happen.”
~Igaiah 41.14:20

This Salection in Today's English Vergion congisls of lgaiah 41,14-20 and
I8 parl of the Good Mews Bibla.
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I will make rivers flow amang
barren hills
and springs of water run in
the valleys.
I will turn the desert into pools
of water
and the dry land into flowing
springs.




Israel Is the LORD’S Witness

God says,
"Summon my people to court.

They have eyes, but they are blind,
they have ears, but they are deafl

Summeon the nations to come to the trial,
Which of their gods can predict the future?
Which of them foretold what is happening now?

Let these gods bring in their witnesses
to prove that they are right,
to testify to the truth of their words.

"People of |sragl, you are my witnesses;
| chose you to be my servant,
£ o'that you would know me and believe in me
and understand that | am the only God.
Besides me there is no other god,
there never was and never will be.

| alone am the Loro,
the only ane who can save you.
| predicted what would happen,
and then | came o your aid.
Mo foreign god has ever done this;
you ars my witnesses.
| am God and always will be.
Mo one can escape from my power;
no one can change what | do."
=lzaah 43.8-11

Thiz Selaction in Teday's English Verslon consists of leaiah 438-13 and
is parl of the Good Mews Bible.
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