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Prime Minister out of the Knesset chamber

' Organizations

P

Previously endorsed by
250 influential Israclis, the statement cnit-
“extremists” within the Israeli
government who “distort Zionism and
threaten its realization.” Implicitly op-
posing the Begin policy of building more
Jewish settlements in the West Bank,
the statement also condemned those who
“advance the vicious cycle of extremism
and violence” and congcluded that “their
way endangers and isolates Israel.” The
statement, in the view-of Brandeis Uni-
versity Professor Leonard Fein, was “a
vote of no confidence in the present Is-
raeli government by & significant seg-
ment of the American Jewish leadership.”

icized

hese days the Israeli government
seems unwilling or unable to take
any significant action that would
win friends or igfluence allies, es-
pecially where the ocgupied territories
are concerned. Last week the Knesset
law committee endorsed a backbencher's
bill that would legalize the annexation
of East Jerusalem, which the Israelis
seized in 1967, and confirm the city as
Israel's permanent capital. On the same
day, the U.N. Security Council passed a

resolution deploring Israeli attempts to |

change the status of Jerusalem. The vote
was 14 100, with the U S, abstaining
In Washington, negotiators for Is-

rael, Egypt and the US. met for two

days of discussion and announced that
the autonomy talks would resume this
week. In effect, the Washington meeting
was a device for enabling Egypt to re-
enter the negotiations, which had bro-
ken down after President Anwar Sadat
learned of the Jerusalem annexation bull
The Carter Administration was re-
lieved to have the negotiations back on
some kind of track, even though little if
anything will be accomplished in the next
round of talks. Israel’'s chief negotiator,
Interior Minister Yosef Burg, denied that
he had any new proposals to make. In pri-
vate, Egyptian diplomats gloomily con-
d that they saw no hope of progress

ME.JULY 14, 1980

il after the U S. elections I 1

. The Anger of the Palestinians ,u‘!

In the West Bank, even advocaring peace has its hazards

The accumulated violence in the Israe-
li-occupied West Bank has led to a new
consensus of smoldering anger among Pal-
estinians that has drastically curiailed the
voices of moderation. Last week, after com-
pleting a rour of Palestinian communities
in three Arab countries and in the occu-
pied territories, TIME Jerusalem Bureau
Chief David Aikman filed this report

Al an Al-Fatah headquarters near the
ruins of the Nabatiya refugee camp
in Lebanon, flattened by an Israchi air
strike in 1974, an unsmiling fedayeen of-
ficer in camouflage fatigues declares gnm-
ly: “In practical terms we are fighting the
Americans. We have a slogan: ‘The land
is for the people who liberate it." ™

The sentiment is one of chilling de-
termination. It is found not just in Pal-
estine Liberation Organization circles but
also among large numbers of Arabs liv-
ing in the West Bank and the Gaz Strip
who have hitherto rejected violence as a
solution to the Palestinian problem. Part
of it is born of the feeling that the Camp
David accords are going nowhere. Part is
an expression of anger at the bomb at-
tacks last month that maimed the West
Bank Arab mayors of Nablus and Ra-
mallah. Argues Hikmat al-Masn. board
chairman of Najah University in Nab-
lus: “Under international law we should
be protected by the Israelis. But they did
not come to [Nablus Mayor] Bassam Sha-
ka'a and ask him about the incident.”
Adds Rashad al-Shawwa, the mayor of
Gaza: “We are against terror, but 1 a
afraid that in the state of frusmiuons ot’
the Palestinians, violence must be used
Rashad al-Shaww4 is no radical: he

Arab youth demonstrating in Nablus
“The land is for the people who liberate it.”

Tiwe

has been the target of terrorst attacks
| because of his view that Gaza could not
function without some kind of cooper-
ation with the occupying Israclis But at
Bir Zeit University, just north of Ra-
mallah in the West Bank, the students
anti-Israeli rhetoric would do credit to a
warm-up rally for P.L.O. Chairman Yas-
ser Arafat. Says one 23-year-old student
“We believe in the slogan, ‘What has
been taken by force must be taken back
by force." Our struggle is part of the uni-
versal struggle against imperialism all
over the world.”

Sadly, the growing extremism in the
| West Bank has isolated or intimidated
longtime advocates of communal peace
between Jews and Arabs in the Middle
East. In his quiet Ramallah apartment,
Aziz Shahadeh, a lawyer since 1936, re-
flects on recent changes in the two com-
munities. "I always thought that there was
a silent majority of moderates among us,
as there was among the Jews,” he says
“Now the extremists are so powerful on
both sides that the moderates have hushed
their voices. Some day, there will be a ca-
tastrophe here, a real massacre.”

Other Palestinians, who by no stan-
dard could be considered terrorists, worry
about some terrible final conflagration
Says U .S -educated San Nasir, who teach-
es at the University of Jordan in Amman
“People are saying now that it's not a
question of Israel's borders, it's a ques-
tion of its existence. It's either them
orus”

After Israel, the main target of Pal-
estinian resentment is the U.S., which
evokes savage condemnations that stray
¢close (o open anti-Semitism. Says one bit-
ter intellectual in Amman: “You know
why 1 hate the American Government?
Because it is not an American govern-
ment, it is a Zionist government.” Frus-
trated Palestinians often warn of the like-
lihood of a serious Arab use of the “oil
weapon” by mid-1981. Adnan Abu Odah
a Jordan-based director of the World Af-
fairs Council explains, “This is the ques-
tion: How to make America's awareness
of its liabilities outweigh its commitment
to Israel.”

Only one Palestinian during my two
weeks of conversations suggesied a so-
lution to the Palestinian issue that did
nol envisage violence or coercion on a
massive scale. Mansour al-Shawwa, a
Gaza businessman who is also the may-
or's son, still believes “the Arabs should

normalization.” His reasoning: within
three to five years, Israel would lose its
“siege mentality,” thereby leading Lo a
new relationship between Arabs and
Jews. But for Mansour al-Shawwa, the
advocacy of peace has its hazards. Be-
’ cause of several terrorist attempls on

his life, he is now protected at all umes

| by a bodyguard ™

13

declare peace with Israel and propose |
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"what are your views on the threat that has been receiwm ved by
Gaza mayor Rashd Shawwa ? yhat measures ars you taking to prevent
a4 repetition of the disatrous rush of politucal assassinations
which occurred in palestine between 1936 and 1939 ?

.

t1naen
It must first be said that the PLO and the palestinian people;

in the occupued territories and outside them; know very well
how to use such methods to perpvent cert iain pensonalities from
being deviatad from the revolutionary path '. Our people in the
interior recognize their responsibiliities and are capable of

taking the necessary disciplinary measures against those who
try to laaviT ght path
L
The PLO is kneely inte in having every one stick to the
path of the revolution under the PLO banner/ the PLO will take
all measures needed to prevent any personality or group; regardless

of its identity; from striking out in a different direction .
That is our policy”
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