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Jerusalem, December 19, 1979

846205
939-( -2

Ms. Norma Balass

c/o Henry & Samira Galler
S Mercury Avenue

Monroe, New York 10950

Dear Ms, Balass,

The Prime Minister has asked me to acknowledge with
thanks your letter of November 16, 1979,

[n the last few years an organization has been established
of Jewish immigrants to Israel from Arab countries. It is named the
World Organization of Jews from Arab Countries (WOJAC) and its
headquarters are located at: Rehov Bograshov 3, Tel Aviv,
it also has branches in different countries including the Thited States.

A principal objective of the organization is to bring to world
attention the origins of the Jewish refugee problem in the Middle East
and the rights and claims emanating from their original refugee status.
Perhaps you might wish to be in touch with the Organization for further
information.

With the Prime Minister's best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Yehuda Avner”
Adviser to the
Prime Minister




Norma Balass, C/o
Henry & Samira Galler
5 Mercury Avenue, Monroe, New York 10950

November 16, 1979

Prime Minister Menachem Begin
Prime Minister's Office
JERUSALEM

Israel

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

I am writing you, dear Mr. Prime Min!stefg‘to make as
comprehensive a plea as possible for the most beneficial
way to "exploit" the issue of Jews from Arab Countries
in the next 5-10 years. I have during the past 3-4
years of my involvement £m the subject passed a number
of letters to members in your Office and the Foreign
Minister's Office, so please pardon any repitition.

I am confident Mr. Prime Minister that the U.S. Administration,

and the U.S. Public Opinion (which is very much needed in
this case) can stomach a well-launched campaign on behalf

of the Jews from Arab Countries, which if successfully floated,

could fill the void of the "Autonomy," to the relief of many
pro-Israeli elements and can give all those who are waking
up to the realities of the Middle East a ladder to descend
from whatever heights they reached as far as the Palestinian
problem is concerned.

The issue of Jews from Arab Countries and the Arab refugees
r what remain of them could be pushed to take precedence
ver "AUTONOMY." After the issue of refugees is thrust
ith full force (it is important to have an organization and
ot a Government make the noises to allow the required

‘measure of exaggeration), you as a Government with more than

passing interest in the issue and other sympathetic elements
could say okay BEFORE WE SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF AUTONOMY or
EVEN BEFORE WE TALK ABOUT AUTONOMY lest us address ourselves
to the issue of refugees in the Middle east, let us s0lve
all the problems, the settlement, the compensation and all
the rest of it and then and only then should we address
ourselves to autonomy.

If the Organization's center would be in the US, with at

least one good branch in Europe, then it,as a non-governmental

body should start preparing claims, as part of the process
of beefing up the issue; There is no need to fear that

this way the issue will be reduced to Dollars and Cents because

the organization and not the Government is making the claims
(that is in the first stages of the operation); there is
no need to fear demands for return of Arab refugees because:

(a) There are a number of UN resolutions which state that
refugees should be settled wherever they are.

(b) Resolution 194 (III) which talks about "repatriation"
has more than one clue that will enable you to nulify




Norma Balass

Henry & Samira Galler
5 Mercury Avenue, Monroe, New York 10950 —-= page =2-

the measures specified therein.

There is no need to fear any argument inviting the Jews to come back; there
is more than enough arguments to counter two-three articles inviting the Jews
to come back. The territorial claims can freeze the blood of the Arabs

and put them on the defensive.

There is no need for fearing Arab claims for compensation---they cannot claim
repatriation---also because of the Jewish claim to equality of rights--

if they need money---that is great. The organization, based inthe West
can move international elements and funds to pay both parties---JEWS AND
ARABS alike---Israel could never be asked to do so. Once the Arabs accept
that---you can kill their claims---they dont accept compensation---fine
you don't budge on Autonomy. THIS IS A TWO WAY STREET---what is given to
Jews also given to Arabs and vice versa. Okay UJA absorbed Jewish
refugees with tax free money---fine ARABS RECEIVED over a billion dollars
for aid and continue to receive more.

This is a propitious time to float the issue more forcefully---not only
within the confines of private and Governmental talks with US and other
officials---but rather to take the issue to the streets. THE US PUBLIC
OPINION got introduced to ARAB REACTIONARIES. The Iranian situation
drove that point home and it is a pity not to exploit this now. While

it is not diplomatic for US, Israeli and other officials to draw attention
to the nature of ISLAM---and thus allude to what PALESTINIANS MIGHT DO

IN THE WEST BANK, it is perfectly legitimate for free members of the
organization, the press or others to do so.

The issue of Jews from Arab countries could be blown out of proportion--
it should be made into a big knot---it will require 2-3 years of hard
work to do so----but then it will take more than 5 years to try to
"UNTIE" THIS issue. This is not a substitute for strategic policy as
to how to deal with the territorial problems of the WEST BANK, but it
will certainly relieve pressure and give many pro-Israeli elements here
and elsewhere a cruntch to holdon to until the situation in the Middle
East becomes clearer (as far as Soviet movement there). I personally
believe that the territorial claims of the Jews---as part of the Middle
East could become a valid and legitimate claims to enhance all other
claims to the State of Israel.

Nothing is impossible, and it seems, Mr. Prime Minister, time is ripe
and is of essence. If we do not move fast and fill the VACUUM OF AUTONOMY
Oothers will move in to fill it.

I would, Mr. Prime Minister, greatly appreciate your comments; not

a courteous acknowledgement but any other response that would clear my
mind on the issue and either strengthen my will to push for it or--
given justified arguments--make me realize---once and for all---that the
Government, knowing all it knows, have thought about all the beneficial
avenues to explore the issue---has reached a decision that it is more
harmful to float it than to curb it.

I am awaiting your response, Mr. Prime Minister, and remain in the
meantime, Respectfully yours,

\\\\‘E e 03 b G ( =

Norma Balass
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Jerusalem, December 1lép 1979
932-1-2

Rabbi Samuel Weisemberg
8 Kenilwortl. Road
Wordester, Mass. 01602
H. 8. A.

Dear Rabbi Weisenberg,

I wish to adknowledge with thanks receipt
of your letter to the Prime Minister, dated November 19,
and to advise you that its contents have been brought
to his attention.

With best wishes,
Sincerely yours,
Miss Yona Klimovitzky

Personal Assistant to the
Priéme Minister

N RN L AR



Norma Balass
c/o GALLER,' 5 Mercury Ave., Monroe
New York, N.Y. 10950
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POLITICAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
Sub-Committee on the situation in the Middle East 12 September 1979
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On behalf of the Parliamentary Assembly's Sub-Committee on
the situation in the Middle East I should like to thank you very much
for the most lively and frank exchange of views we had with you
on Sunday 2 September.

Members became aware of the various aspects and difficulties .
of the autonomy talks between Israel and Egypt which you are leading
for your govermment. Our various contacts and exchanges of views in
Israel were most enlightening and we hope that our better understanding
of the situation in the region may contribute in some way to increasing
parliamentary support at European level for a peaceful solution through
negotiations.

Feer /t«be.ﬁwlc,

/,-///».é\_

Prof. Dr. W. HOFER
Chairman of the Committee

7

His Excellency

Dr. Josef BURG

Minister of Interior ‘
JERUSALEM

Postal Address : 67006 Strasbourg - Cedex — Tele

phone : Strash
Telegraphic Address - Rhanze (03 70.35.

EUROPA Strasbourg — Telex : Strasbourg 87 943
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Jerusalem. 4th, Juee, 1979.

932—-7-2

'.::{.il
3
;E Mr. Fred B. Pierson,
Y 2200 Prospect Avenue, Rm. #602,
\ CLEVELAND,
Ohio 44115,
U.S.A:

Dear Mr. Pierson,

letter of May 20 and for your expressions of support and solidarity.

He wants you to know how deeply appreciative he is
of your having Israel's just historic cause at heart.

With Mr. Begin's warm greetings,

Sincerely,

Yehuda Avner
Adviser to the

|

|

The Prime Minister asked me to thank you for your
i Prime Minister

I

|
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Excerpts from Prime-Minister's M. Begin interview for Israeli radio on 2.5 79

-

concerning the Autonomy:

Q. Will the peace treaty be still in force and credible even if we don't reach an

understanding with Egypt?

_ Ithink that we will reach an understanding with Egypt. Why should we suppose

there won't be an agreement? I will not, though, deny that it will be a serious
problem, perhaps even a diff%gglbom-. g&énight be that we shall bring our plan

(on which we shall decide daring the next/weeks), and the Egyptians will bring
their plan, and the two pians will be different. There might even be conflicts
between them. Why do I hope that we shall reach an agreement in spite of that?

I know exactly what we want, and all we want is in accord to the Camp David
agreements. We want that there will be no border inside Western Israel (Western
"Eretz Israel'). We wxmtk want to give full autonomy to the Arab inhabitants

in Judaea-Samaria and Gaza. We '\vant'se"éﬁrity for the Eretz-Israely Jews. We
want the Jews and Arabs in Eretz-Isyael to live in peace, fairness, honesty and in
justice. We have of course the rjght to settle in Eretz-Israel. We will not
prevent the Arabs, if they are/6ur citizens, and we shall give them a free option
in ghassiing choosing theip/citizenship, if they want to be Israely citizens, they
sh_,,all get the citizenship,/ If they prefer to keep their current citizenship we

sf;all not impose our gitizenship This is an open approach, true liberalism. There
vifras no such thing ifi other countries when a certain territory changed hands . This

is how we act afid I hope that on this basis an agreement will be made possible

what we had undertaken in Camp-David. We shall fulfill the peace
treaty as we have signed it; we shall conform to every word written in the
Camp-David agreement. This is why, while exchanging the ratification instruments,
we stood firm on the word, full autonomy to the inhabitants and mot to what is

called in foreign languages, the West Bank, that is Judaea and Samaria, as agreed
with the U.S. President to write as follows: where it is written West Bank, we

say Judaea and Samaria and so forth. But, I do not deny that there might be
difficulties. It has nothing to do with the peace treaty with Egypt. There could

not be any connection. The peace treaty between us and Egypt is unconditional.
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Nowhere it is written that there is a condition between the peace treaty and,

for example, Jordan joining, as written in the Camp-David agreements. Jordan
should join the peace process, it should conduct negotiations with us together
with Egypt on the autonomy. Jordan is not joining Does Egypt say: therefore

we cancel (annul) the peace treaty? We want an agreement on the autonomy
arrangements Of course an agreement is always dependent on both sides, both
we have a little time. The negotiatinpns according to the treaty should last a
year. If there is an agreement, then the elections for the administrative council,
it is an administrative council, I emphasize what is written in the Camp-David
agreements, administrative, meaning not legislative, and the difference hetween
the two institutions is obvious to anyone and I don't have to explain it. Then, .
if an agreement is reached during a year, following the agreement, elections

for the administrative council sheuld take place. Democratic, free and secret
elections, and then the autonommu should be implemented (as we wrote in the

joint letter of President Sadat and mine to Fresident Girter) as expeditiously

as possible. There is no agreed target-date as it was called, between us and
Egypt and between us and the U.8. The Egyptians demanded a target date, the
Americans supported them and we refused to accept a target-date We explained
this to the Americans and they accepted our argument. I shall repeat now that
argument because it is important that the citizens of Israel shall know that in

this case we withstood quite serious pressure. When I say pressure I don't mean
domr xkhkx threats that we shall be harmed if we don't accept this or that demand.
but psychological pressure as among friends. Again they demanded this and why
don't you accept that, it is good and logical. No. We did not accept these arguments.
What did we explain? Let us assume that we set what is called a target-date
After a year of by the end of 1979 as was proposed in the end of 1978, the
autonomy has to be implemented. We told the Americans, and I argued with

Mr. Vance, and he didn't accept it when I was in New York, but accepted it when
I was in Washington, and in the presence of the U S. President, I argued:

Dear friedns, when the PLO hears that there is a target-date, what will it do in
the meantime to prevent the implementation of the autonomy which it rejects
unconditionally, hates it, and following the agreement is trying to annul it

by killing Jewish people, women and children. What will it not do? It will use

its guns and rifles, kill every Arab that will hinTthat he is ready to participate

in the aegotiations. By setting a target-date you will bring about that the autonomy
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will not be established. We want the autonomy to be established, and you want

it. We, the initiators want it. Well, it took several months, but we stood firm

on our point. As you see, President Sadat and I have signed a letter to President
Carter, with an advance approval by the Americans that there will be no target-
date. There is one date, for #xex conducting of the negotiations, a year. It is

not a short time, but following that year or the negotiations achieved during that
year there is no target date As expeditiously as possible, this is no date. We do
not, by all means, intend to deceive anyone and say that as expeditiously as
possible means three years. No. This is not our interpretation, but there is no
date. We ;have time, we do not have to hurry, we have certainly nothing to be

be mad or excited about. We know exactly what we want. We shall prepare a

plan and G-d willing on thursday (May 5th), the committee of 11 ministers will
convene, I shall bring a whole plan, including two parts, the full autonomy for the
Arab inhabitants in Judaea-Samaria and Gaza, our rights in Judea-Samaria and
Gaza, the security problem, and if the committee approves, or certainly adds
amendments, changes, phrasing, as we usually (customarily) work in a democratic
institution, after we decide, we shall not keep it secret. We shall publish it before
we go to the meeting with the Egyptians. We shall also present our decision to the
Foreign Relations and Security Committee of the Knesset before we to to Beer-
Sheba to the first session of the two delegations, that this time will be chaired

by the Israely representative, the Minister of Interior. When the sessions of

that joint-committee take place in El-Arish, they will be chaired by the Egyptian
representative, so that a representative of a third country will not chair those
meetings. The representatives of the two countries will chair them alterna-

tely. This is also a positive thing. Well, why should we worry in advance?

Let us wait for the negotiations, we shall conduct them quietly, peacefully,

recognizing our just cause, and I hope than an agreement will be reached There

could be difficulties in the negotiations, but this is natural.






