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Jerusalem, Aupust 4, 1980
e e

br. Alfred Prager ﬁﬁ{,

Dear Dr. Prager,

The Prime Minister has asked me to acknowledge with thanks
your letter of July 17, and to reply as follows.

It would appear that some confusion exists with regard to
the subject matter you ralse. The recent reports concerning planning
designs de not relate to the Western Wall but to one specific sectiom
outside the 0ld City Wall in the vicinity of the Jaffa Gate. This has

subject of long planning and dsliberations involving the
Municipality, speclalists and voluntary public bodles.

Whilst it is true that various proposals have been submitted
from time to time for the redesign of the Western Wall area, the matter
is not actual. You may rest assured that if, in the future, the replanning
of the Western Wall area is contemplated, it will have as its exclusive
and single purpose the enhancing of the spiritusl dignity and charscter
of what you so properly describe as a Sanctuary, Jewry's holiest shrine.

The Prime Minister was most moved to read of your deeds and
appreciates the motives that prompted you to write to him.

Sincerely yours,

Yohuda Avner
Advisar to the
Prime Minister






SIXTY WEST S7T™ STREECT
HEW YORK, N.¥, 10CIS

July 17, 1980

His Excellency
Prime Minister Menachim Begin

Jeruselam, ISRAEL 9 T Vil.**™ \
)10
Your Excellency: / g o

I address you in a matter of great importance to me and my family,

I refer to the proposed change in the character of the Western Wall

as depicted in an iIssue of the New York Times of July l4th, 1980. .
From my earliest youth I have been a dedicated Zionist and on June
23rd, 1965, Prime Minister Levi Eshkcl addressed a letter to me
beginning with the words

"It is my pleasant duty to write and express to you

the gratitude of the Government of Israel and myself
personally for the invaluable services which you

have rendered and are continuing to render sco devotedly
and indefatigibly to the State of Israel in a variety
of ways.,"

Therefore, 1 speak as a lover of the State of Israel and as a Jew
of profound religious conviction.

The Western Wall represents to me and my family a Sanctuary, It is

my considered opinion that any architectural change in the present .
status, such as putting up a modern traffic artery near the Wall,
will jeopardize it's emotional and symbolic image.

% I have tried to wvisit Israel year after year and in my Last Will I

have set aside funds for my children granting them specifiec amounts
every year if they visit Israel in that particular year. 1t is
difficult to put into words the feeling that we have about this
most sacred place. We just want it to stay as it is, without in-
trusion of modern concepts.

I appeal to you to use the power of your office to maintain the
status quo though at my age I find it difficult to get up to the
Jaffa Gate. I gladly experience this hardship which my ancestors
must have felt years back in ancient times when they climbed up to
pray at our Second Temple.

APV
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His Excellency

Jerusalem, ISRAEL

. Prime Minister Menachim Begin
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