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February 12, 1990
Dear Prime Minister Shamir:
I am writing you to protest the Ministry of Religious Affair’s .

recent ruling which prohibits women from worshipping as a group or
reading from the Torah at the Kotel.

As a rabbi of a large congregation in the United States, and an
avid supporter of Israel, I am deeply offended by the decision to
exclude women from worshipping freely and within the bounds of
Halakha at the Kotel. The Kotel is a powerful symbol to all Jews
alike; it should not and must not become off limits to women who
choose to raise their voices in worship there together.

This Shabbat I will be delivering a sermon from the bima of the
Congregation Emanu-E1 protesting the Ministry’s recent ruling. 1
would like to be able to deliver a sermon in the near future
praising the Ministry’s retraction of the current regulation
prohibiting women’s free worship. It is difficult to encourage
support for Israel and her policies when they are exclusive of
fifty percent of the population’s rights.

After the Israelites crossed the Sea of Reeds, Miriam led the .
Israelite women in prayer and song. Women today musi be granted

the same right as these women once had; the right to come together

to Tift their voices in song to God. We demand this right!

Sincerely, /7
rﬂI ] I;-,# A _.i 1 d =
ﬁ:.u’ g/t P -“-Tﬂ';,ﬁrfi J bl A
J ¢

Rabbi Gayle Pomerantz
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_"Ilh ..
September 14, 1989

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir
Office of the Prime Minister
3 Kaplan Street

Kiryat Ben-Gurion

Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Mr. Prime Minister,

As a woman who believes in eguality of the sexes
and as a participant at the First International Jewish
Feminist Conference in Jerusalem, I am very disturbed
at the treatment of "Women of the Wall".

I believe that women have every right to pray at
the Wall. Halacha does not prohibit women's services
providing the guidelines are followed.

I would like to urge you to protect the rights of
these women when they pray at the Wall, assure their
safety thereby upholding fundamental principles of
equality and religious freedom.

Sincerely, W
Neri J. Bloomfield
/rdm
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August 16, 1989

T vy ——
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir o
Office of the Prime Minister '
3 Kaplan Street

Kiryat Ben-Gurion ' 3
Jerusalem, Israel féf f'ﬂé

Dear Prime Minister Shamir: ——

I am writing to register my dismay that you have
been unable to safeguard the rights of the women
gathering to read from the Torah at the Kotel.
Neither Halacha nor civil law justifies the acts of
those who interfere with the womens' peaceful
observance. I urge you to intervene both in word and
act to condemn the violence and prevent its
renCCurrence.
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Office of the Prime Minister
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It has come to my knowledge that religious women,

who gathered at the Western Wall to pray and conduct
Rosh Hodesh Av services, all in accordance with Halacha,
have been dragged from services and harassed. by female
guards, hired by the religious authorities.

I am active in Wizo and in Chinuch in Stockholm and

meet many people. I am ashamed to have to explain the
difficulties that have arisen the last year in the
situation of women- groups who by Halacha have the right
to pray. The alienation between Israel and the Diaspora
is growing and the sympathy for Israel even among Jews
is diminishing. I believ that Israel in those difficult
days needs all the sympathy and love possible and ask
You to take whatever actions necessary to ensure that
women who wish to can worship in peace at the Western
Wall.

Ypirs Sincere

Anna Rock

Publisher

g






Lynne Jacobs
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Asmistnnt Rabbi, rr
Direcior | YEP.
Michael : - . ]
Executive Diector Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha Tt L 11N
Linda Basch Prime Minister's Office graw1’ ‘
Bk, Syachl Survicge Ben Gurion Street # 3
L":m?ﬁ.?ﬂlmit.{ 'irerus?lem h-..‘ "

< srae é:‘f" f‘:..iéfm“ "on r
Bernard Horowitz Dear 8ir: sﬂﬂ_‘:ﬂh)___:_
Executive Vice President This past December an event of historic importance for
Mark Baker Jewish women occurred in Jerusalem. A group of women
3ﬂhuzr“ who had been attending the First International Jewish
osbg-akre-aem Feminist Conference held a halachic service complete
i Bemastiin with Torah reading at the kotel. Women from all branches
Racoeding Secrotery of Judaism participated equally in this service.
Hille! Jaffe
Tremsurer . 1 4
2 The common factor in this special service was the desire

Financial Secretary

TORAH EDUCATION FROGRAMS Allen M. Wassenman Academy of Judaic SeudiesMidrashia # Schal
Series » Jewiah Family Life Education Program « Riverdale Uipan » Conversion Educational Trect  ISRAELS ACTIVISM

to pray together as Jewish women and symbolize Jewish

unity at the holy site.

The Israeli women who participated in that service

were inspired to continue praying
basis. They have been holdin

together on a regular

g services every Friday

morning since then, as well as Rosh Chodesh Adar and

the Fast of Esther.

All services; whether with or without a Sefer Torah,,

have been disrupted.
has been hospitalized.

A young women from California
She was a vietim of violence,

The police statiomed at the scene refused to respond

to the women's pleas for help or to the obwiocus assaults
on them, even on the occasions when the men broke the
mechitzah down.and physically assaulted the women.

n”:

Hebrew Institute of Riverdale

3700 Henry Hudson Parkway, Bronx, New York 10463
(212) 796-4730 Rabbi's Study (212) 884-0930

5749

The H@mgﬁ#s Tefillah of Riverdale is one umbrella organization
of halachic women's prayer groups located in the United States.
We wish. to protest against the vielence and wish to

express our desire for the Israeli

women to continue

to hold their davening groups in physical safety.

i
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im = Shabbat BYabed * Encounter Leciure Debae

Commission for Oppressed Jewry (Fussinn, Arab,

Ethlopian) # Aliyah Committes  ZACHOR The Commitbes o Remember the & Million  OUTREACH ACTIVITIES Project Identity » Yad Ahim Hospitality » Jewish Experience birmed Fair =
Free Pesah Sedar « High Haliday Froe Services » Suldmhmobile » Troveling Hanuidda » Riverdale Jewish Times  YOUTH/FAMILY PROGRAMS Jewish Youth Encounter Program = Beis
K reeaset Lilaclim # Bral T'rion Teen Mimyan ® Gan Merlam E LC. = B'nal Akive * Family Programa * H | Teens  MITZVOT ACTIVITIES Beginners' Service » Womens' Tefills * Hevra
Kadisha » Frel Zaken Nursing Home Program » Bikdur Holim Hospital Visitation Program  COMMUNAL PROGRAMS [ewish Culiure Serles » Young Couples  SPECIAL SERVICES
Weekend Recreation Program for Older Adults * Special Friends Program for the Mentally Retarded and Mandicapped = Oneyg Shabbat for Singles * Singles 2545 » Singies 45+




na
: Hebrew Institute of Riverdale
r 3700 Henry Hudson Parkway, Bronx, New York 10463
», ﬁ J (212) 796-4730 Rabbi's Study (212) 884-0930

Avraham Welss
Easbii

Chaim Marder
Asssstard Rabibi,
Diirectar | Y.E.F -

Michael
Execuitive Direcior

Linda Basch
Director, Special Services

Julie Weiss Let it be known we support the halachic women's tefillah
Director, Gen Miriam ELC group in Jerusalem. We ask for a peaceful resolution
. to the conflict that exists and ask for your support .
B RIS in resclving this dilemma.
Presiden

Sincerely yours,
.'\-,." :
cefcl (ol S

L=

Hillel Jalfe e

Paul Eavon '.f
Prancisl Swcrenry JM ~ Joyece Marcus
Secretary

TORAH EDUCATION PROGRAMS Allen M. Wasserman Acadermry of Judnic StudsesMidmshia » Scholar-in-Residence Shabbatonimn + Shabbat B¥ahod = Encounter Lecture Disbals
Sertes # Jewish Family Life Education Program ¢ Btverdale Ulpan » Conversion Educational Tract  ISRAEL ACTIVISM FROGRAMS Comméssion for Dppressed Jewry (Russian, Arat:
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Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir - nn ‘on
Office of the Prime Minister J_ULLHQ'"
3 Kaplan Street
Kiryat Ben-Gurion - —————
Jerusalem, Israel
Dear Prime Minister Shamir:
As a Jew concerned with the survival of our people, | am

appalled at the treatment of religious women attempting to
pray at the Kotel, our holiest site.

Last December, | was with the women from the Empowerment of
Jewish Women Conference and participated in what might have
been the first Thursday morning prayer service at the Wall
by women with a Torah. The media were wrong in reporting
that we were all Reform Jews.

In fact, Jewish women from across the religious spectrum
participated in that historic event. The violence against
women in subsequent prayer services is abhorrent and
intalerable.

The observant women who led our group, schooled in Halacha,
made sure that the service adhered strictly to Jewish law.
Zevulun Orlev, who was reported to have said that women
holding prayer services "is against tradition in Israel and
this tradition is law and can’'t be changed."

Couldn't you replace Orlev with someone more knowledgeable
about Halacha. Even Rabbi Goetz was guoted on Kol Yisrael
radio immediately after that nothing in our tradition
expressly prohibits such a prayer service, although it is
against our tradition.

| have been blessed with a voice by way of my column,
Women's World, that appears in the Mational! Jewish Post and
Opinion. The enclosed article sums up my views on this
issue,

] urge you to take whatever political action is necessary to
protect women praying at the wall.

Sincerely, s

)
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Miriam L. Zimmefﬁén
Enc.






WOMEN'S uorld

Violence at the Wall

By MIRIAM L. ZIMMER MAN

Violence against women
has escalated at the world’s
holiest site for Jews, Recently,
women praying at the West-
ermm Wall in Jerusalem were

attacked by Orthodox men.
Men threw chairs at the pray-
ing women, causing injury to
some, Tear gas had to be used
to disperse the riot,

When I prayed at the Wall
last December with women
from the Jewish feminist con-
vention, the men simply
shouted curses at us, Clearly,
words are not enpugh to stem
the tide of women expressing
themselves in prayer and in
public as religious Jews,

What is most distressing is
a remark attributed to
Zevulun Orley, the director
general of the Ministry of Reli-
gious Affairs, who defended
the behavior of the Orthodox
men. Prohibition on women
holding prayer services, he
stated, “is tradition in lsrael,
and this tradition is law and
can’t be changed.”

MNonsense. Judaism has
survived because of its capac-
ity to change. Mechanisms for
change, although slow, are
built into halacha, or Jewish
law. “Halachic feminists” are
women schooling themselves
with knowledge of halacha,,
and with writing responsa,
the tools of change within our
tradition. With their inputinto
the evolution of Jewish law,
such a trayesty against justice
and against half the Jewish
people need not occur.

Contrary to Orlev's opin-,

ion, Jewish law does not pros
hibit  women’s  services
(minyan prayers

since women don't count in a
minyan), nor does it prohibit
women from wearing prayer
shawls or phylacteries. The
Talmud points out the prece-
dence of Michal, King David's

first wife, who wore her phy-
lacteries all day, Rashi's,

daughters are also famed for
doing so.

If women are permitted to

hold public prayer services,
what is the issue? Part of our
heritage is summed up in a

saying that women who are
taught Torah are taught las-
civiousness.

Trying to make sense out of
such reasoning islike trying to
find aesthetic value in pornog-
raphy. There simply isnt any.
This outdated non sequitur
must be laid to rest.

In my experiences, praying
at the Wall with women em-
powered me with the realiza-
tion that women's yoices need
to be heard in chorus with —

and sometimes in counter-

point to — those of men’s.
With the Wall as a backdrop, |
felt an intimate connection
with the miracle that is our
survival as a people. | also

experienced myselfasalinkin

that survival.

Lascivious thoughts were
not in my mind as I listened to
the familiar blessings and
chanting of the Torah itself. |
felt the power of those words
as | realized Jews all over the
world were listening to those
same words. | felt connected
to them and to the Torah itself.
As the service concluded, my

_thoughts were on the neces-

sity of protecting the Torah as
we walked quickly past the
group of shouting men.

. Iwassurprised at the enor-
mity of the feelings of power
and connectedness that pray-
ing in such a group affords.

" Borrowing from more radical

feminist thought, I posit that
such feelings of power by
women are intolerable to the
fundamentalist mindset of
patriarchal religion.
Kissinger's proclamation
that power is the ultimate
aphrodisiac_is another ex-
ample of such a ‘mindset,
Power for him is a personal
turn-on, Men who experience

power as enhancing their.

sexuality would need to pro-
hibit women from experienc-
ing such power. Thus, power

. from praying asa community,

power from holding a Torah,
or power from feeling “I

_ count,” as in a minyan, are

forbidden lest women become
as “lascivious” as men.

Let’s call a classic example
of projection an example of
projection. It's their lascivi-

gusness, not ours. Power isn't
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‘a turn-on for eéveryone.

On the other hand, since
women have had limited ex-
perience with power, wedon't
really know. Perhaps the
Kissingers and medieval rab-
bis are correct, after all. But
then, why shouldn’t women
entertain lascivious thoughts
on a par with men?

If you value the right of
women to pray at the Western
Wall in safety and realize that
the slow processes of change

‘nherent in our tradition per-

petuate inequality, you can

'make a difference in how

women are treated.
, Write _concerns to:
Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha-
mir, Office of the Prime Minis-
ter, 3 Kaplan Street, Kiryat
Ben-Gurion, Jerusalem, Israel;
and to Director General
Zevulun Orlev, Ministry of
Religious Affairs, 236 Yaffo
Street, P.O, Box 13059, Jerusa-
lem, 91120, Israel,

You'd better hurry, while
Israel is still a democracy.

Miriam Zimmerman can be

.reached at P,O. Box 3382, San

Mateo, CA 94403-0382.
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Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir
Office of the Prime Minister
3 Kaplan S5t.

Kiryat Ben-Gurion

Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Prime Minister,

I am writing in reference to the women who have been harrassed while
attempting to pray at the Western Wall. It is becoming increasingly
disturbing that your government is not taking the appropriate steps to
ensure the safety of those who wish to pray at the Wall. The Wall does
not belong to those few extremists who are preventing them from doing
so, and everybody looks to the State of Israel to protect Judaism's holy
sites for the use of all Jews. As long as your government exists to
represent the entire Jewish people, it must not take its cue in these
matters from the vocal minority who want to monopolise Jerusalem for .
their own purposes,.

Sincerely, 4

o
.\_,J";'r. -‘ | V. "\I ;
]

Linda Bronfman ¢

c.c. Peter Bronfman

Commerce Court West » P.O. Box 129 * Toromto, Omtario ML 1K5
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Dear Prime Minister Shamir: e

I am writing to beg you to come 1o your senses, and put a stop to the harrassment of women
praying and reading Torah at the Wall. All Jews are Jews, regardless of gender. Any person
who can daven and can read Torah should be permitted to do so, without fear of verbal or
physical harrassment.

I cannot believe that Jews are treating Jews - and the sacred act of reading Torah as well - in
such a heinous and disrespectful manner, [t is also beyond me that you, in such a position as
you hold, are tacitly allowing this. Yes, allowing it, for you have yet to do everything in your
power to stop the harrassment of women at the Wall,

| must stress what consequences permitting such behavior is having and will have in the United
States. Jewish women in this country are outraged. We have always done a great deal in
support of Israel, its people and its policies. We must feel that Israel does and will respect our
rights as women and as Jews to pray and read Torah - or what are we supporting Israel for?
For its chauvinism? For its treatment of those who want to read Torah?

Please do everything you can to assure that anyone, regardless of their gender, can pray and
read Torah at the Wall.

Sincerely,

faoolr

Havah Goldfz

EMG/hg
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