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BROADCAST BY THE NINISTIER OF DI™NCE, HAJORSGENERAL
MOJHE DAYAN, DURING HIS VISIT T™0 THE CLD CITY OF
JERUSALEE ON T JUNE

"This morning, the Israel Defence Forces liberated Jerusalem. We have
united Jorusalem, the divided capital of Jasrael. WKe have returned to the
most sacred of our Holy Flaces, never to part from it again.

"To our Ared neighbours we stretoch out, again at this hour - and with
added emphasis - the hand of peace., And to owr Chricetian and Muslim fellow-
oitizens we solemnly promise full religious freedom and rights. We came to
Jerusalem not to possess ourselves of the Holy Places of others, or to
interfere with the members of other faiths, but safeguard the City's integri:
and to live in it together with others, in unity.”
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STATEMNT BY FRIMZ NINISTER LEVI ESHKOL TO THE
CHITF RABBIS AND THZ LEADERS OF ALL RELIGIOUS
COMMUNITIES IN ISRAEL Q¥ 7 JUNE

I have invited you to thie meeting to share with you our information on
the events of the past few days in Jerusalem, the Holy and Eternal City.

On Monday, after “ryptian aggreesion was unleashed, I etated in a broad-
cas$ that Israel would take no military action against any country that did
not attack us, Notwithetanding, Jordan deddared war, and its forces, under
Lgyptian command, staried attacking in the air and on land., Our forces were
compelled to take meastres to halt this aggression and defend our citizens.

3y these aciz, the Jovernment of Jordan, in concert with Sgypt and under
pressura from Cairo, transgrecced international law, the Charter of the United
¥ations and neighbeurly relations. In its sggression, Jordan made no distinetion .
between civiliane and eoldiers, and it agsravated its crime by introducing war
into the heart of Jerusalem, in violation of the sanctitr of the Holy City.

Hundreds of men and women were killed and meny more wounded., Blood was St
spilt in our streets and mcores of dwellinss were danaged. There was deliberate
shelling of synagogues, hospitale and schools, talmudic academies, the Presidential
Residence, the Hebrew University, the Israel Wuseum, and Government Offices.
The bombardment oontinued without pause from Nonday until today, Yednesdsy.

Hindful of the holiness of Jerusalem, and in accordance with our pelicy
of avoiding injury to iArab civilians, we took no indiseriminate counter-
measures within the Old Oity, deepite the added military and eivilian casnaliies
that this meant for us.

Quiet has now been restored, with our forces in control of the city and f ]
its suwrroundings. Be assured that no harm of any kind will be allowed to
befall the Holy Flaces. I have asked the Minieter of lieligious Affaire to
contact spirifual leaders in the 0ld City to ensure orderly relations between
them and our forces so that they may pursue their religious and communal activities
unhindered. At my instance, he has given instructions that arrangements at the
Western Vall shall be determined by the Chief Rabbis of Israel, those in places
sacrad to the loslems by a council of loslem emolesiastics, and those in places
sacred to Christians Ly a council of Christian religious dignitaries.
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DECLARATION ON HOLY PLACES BY
MINISTER OF RELICGIOUS AFFAIRS

On 8 June, the following declaration was issed by Ir. Z., Warhaftig:

The Proclamation of Israel's Independence of 14 May 1948 vouchsafed
equality of rights to Israel citisens of nll faliths and the serupulous safe-~
guarding of their Holy Flaces.

Per tae past nineteen years, the State has adhered painstakingly to
these principles, cnsured full freedom of religiovs worship o adherents of
all faithe, whether Israel citizems or pilgrims coming to worship at their
Holy Flaces. This hag been confirmed more than once by the Heads of relizious
communities in Ierasel and by overseas visitors.

Now that further sress have come under lsrael control, Holy Places of
supreme importance, sacred to Jews and foremost among them the Westerb all,
as well as to Moslems and Christians, are brought under the jurisdiction of
Israel.

Immediately after the entry of Israel Defence Ferces into the 0ld City
and Bethlehem, the Prime Minister preclaimed, in the presence of the Heads of
ell the religious communities, that the arrangements for safeguarding the

Holy Placea would be determined by the respective Heads of the three religions -

each for the places sacred to his faith,

I have accordingly appointed a temporary Authority and issued detailed
instructions for the faithful observance of the principles enshrined in the
Proclamation of Indepandence. The necessary ordinances are beins prepared
and within the next few days I will set up responsible councils of religious
leadars to implement the legislation.
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PRIME MINISTER RUCEIVED HEADS OF RULIGIOUS
COMMUNITIES IN JERUSALEN
On 27 June, Prime Minister Levi Tmhkol, in hie office in Jerusalem, welcomed
forty-one religious leaders, including Israel's two Chief Rabbis, the Gresk Urthedox,
Latin and Armenian Patriarchs and the Orand Mufti of Jerusaleom. He addrecsed them
as follows:

I warnly greet you, leaders and representatives of the religious communities
of the Land, here in Jerusalem, the capital of Israsl.

1t is my pleasure to inform you that the Holy Flaces in Jerusalem are now open
to all whe wieh to worship at them — members of all faiths, without diserimination.
The Uovermmemt of Teroel has made it a cardinal principle of its policy to pr
the loly Places, to encure their religious and universal character, and to guaran®
free access. Throwsh refular consultation with you, Heads of the communities,
and with those designated by you, at the appropriate levels, for this purpose, we

widt will continue to maintein this policy and to see that it iz mest faithfally
carried out. Tn these ocomeultations, I hope that you will feel free io put forward
your proposals, since the aime that I have mentioned are, 1 am certain, aims that
we share in common. DINAMMGENEINNE Yvery such proposal will be given full and
gympathetic consideration.

It ie our intention to entrust the internal adminictration and arrangements
of the Moly Flaces to the religious leaders of the communities to which they
respectively belons: the task of carrying out all necessary procedures is in the

hands of the Minister of Relipgious Affairs.

From the horrors of a war openly launched to obliterate the State of Israel a
situation has emerged that is full of hope and of almest unlimited possibilities
for the peoples of our region - given the will, on all gides, to cast away the
rancours of the past and start building together for a better future.

The O~4 sent oppertunity thus given us must not be forfeited. Nany of us,
in different walks of life, will feel called upon to do our part in attaining
that harmony and brotherheod which are so essential to a peaceful setilement
of lsrael-Arab differences,

Surely the desire for pesoe and a better life for humanity is common to the
apirit of azll the great religions represented here.

In reply, iiis Beatitude Denedictos, the CGreek-Urthodex Fatriarch saids

We have heard with please of the free acceas to all holy sites and we deeply

appreciate your kinde words... I believe that I speak on behalf of all my brothers
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and fellow-leaders here tonight if I say that we are pleased with the behaviour
of the Israel hrmy. 411 of its men have shown us kindness and a willingness to
serve us. varybedy has displayed respoct for the iHoly Flaces and clurches...
As religious leaders, it is our duty to besesch 02 Almighty ie g ant us peace,
justice and fresdom to worship... We are happy and grateful that the Ysrael Army
has respected the Soly City, our xawwmm convents, churches and our roligious
institotions. Let us lYere and pray that f-d will bestow His peace and goodwill
upon all of us.”

Speaking in Arabic, the Mufti of Jerusalem, Sheikh Sa'ad-R-Din el-ilemi,
thanked the Frime Minizter, and asked that prayer-times for Hoslem worshinppers at
the Hl-lgma mosque be axtanded to all days of the weak. The Prime Minister promised
to deal promptly with the plea. _ ‘

Chief Rabbi Unterman, stressing that Jernsalem had been Jmown for centurise
as "The City of Feace", quoted from Psalm 122:

"Jerusalem, that are builded as a city that is compact together, whither the

tribes went up, even the tribes of the Tord."

He expressed a fervent hepe that Jeruralem would not only remain the copital
of Israel, but also become a world centre for brotherhood and inter-religious peace.

The prophecy that "nation shall not lift up sword against mation ner shall they learn
war any more," will come true first in Jerusalem, he sald. "Let us all live in
concord, peace and mutual comprehension mo that we may help 4o urher in the
redemption that all await."

The Minister of Religicus Affairs assured the religious leaders thzt he
was entirely and at all timee at their disposal for any suggestions or wiches that
they might put ferward for the further improvement of the sdministration of religious
issues and edifices in Jerusalem.
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FROTECTION CF HOLY PLACES LAN 1967
(Adopted by the Knesset on 27 June)

Protection 1. The Holy Flaces shall be mrotected from desecration and any

of Holy othexr violation and frem anything likely %o vioclate the freedom of

Plages acosgs of the membere of the different religions to the places sacred
to them or their feelings with regard to those places.

Uffences 2. (a) Whoever deseecrates or otherwise violates & lloly Place shall
be lisble to imprigonment for a term of seven years,
(b) Any persen who doss anything likely to impair freedom of acfess
to a Holy FPlace or to hwri the feslinga of anyone to whom the place
ie saored shall be liable to imprisomment for a term of five years,

Savings of 3. Thie Lew shall add to, and not derogate from, any other law. ‘

Implemeli- 4+ The Ninister of Religlous Affairs is charged with the implement—
tation and ation of this law, ond he may, after sonsulatations with, or fpon
regulations the propesal of, representatiives of the religions concerned and
with the consent of the Minister of Justice, make resmlations as
to any matter relating to such implementation.

Comsence— 5« 'This law shall come into foroe on the date of its adoptiom by
ment. thae Knagset.







Jerusalem 11,7.1967

FOLLOWING BHE MEETING, A JOINT COMMUNIUE WAS ISSUED BY
MONSIGNGR FELICI AND URe HERZ0G QUOTE IN A MEETING BETWEEN
MONSIGNGR FELICI AND PRIME NIMISTER WHICH WAS CONDUCTED IN A
FRIENDLY ATMOSFH ERE AND MUTUAL UNDEESTANDING, VARIOUS POSSIBLE
PORMULATIONS WERE DISCUSSED WHICH COULD POSSIBLY BE TAKEN INTO
ACCOUNT LOOKING FORWARD TO A SATISPACIORY SOULUTION OF THE
IMPORTANT QUESTION CONNECTED WITH THE MOLY PLACES.

THE TALKS wILL CONTINUE







Jerusalem, 12 July 1967

H.E, Magre. Angelo Feliol

Underseoretary of the Holy Congregation far
Extraordinary Affairs of the Holy See,
Apostolic Delegatiom,

Jerusalem,

Y our Exocellenacy,

Following your conversation yesterday with
the Prime Minister, I have the honour to set down in
Writing the statement mede to you by Mr. Bshkol as as follows;

"We should be willing to explore the
possibility of an agreement on the basie
of granting diplomatic immunities teo

the Holy Fleoces."

May I say hiw gratifying it lms been to meet
with you and exchange views,

Sincerely yours,

Ysacov Hersog
Direotar Gene ral
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UNITED NATIONS

] CENERAL
GENERAL ﬁ,/ﬁ?ﬁ}; B R,
ASSEMBLY 10 July 1967

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

Fifth emergency special session
Agenda item 5

LETTER DATED 13 JUNE 1967 FRCM THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS (A/671T)

Measures taken by Israel to change the status of
the City of Jerusalem

Report of the Secretary-General

1. The General Assembly, in operative paragraph 3 of its resolution 2253 (ES-V)°
adopted on 4 July 1967, requested the Secretary-General "to report to the General
Assembly and the Security Council on the situation and on the implementation of

the present resolution not later than one week from its adoption”.

2. In 8 letter dated 5 July addressed to the Minister for Foreign Affairs of

Israel, the Secretary-General requested the Minister to draw the above-mentioned
resolution to fhﬂ attention of his Govermment as & matter of urgency.

3+ On 10 July the Secretary-General received the following reply from the

Minister for Foreign Affairs, transmitted by the Permanent Representative of Israel .
to the United Nations:

!u/f-»'f‘}:r’ );yf ’LJ}. > pa M \

——

* Also issued under the symbol S/8052.
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"I have the honour to transmit to you the following reply from the Minister

for Foreign Affairs to your letter of 5 July 1967: =

IDear Mr. Secretary-General, |
|

My Government has given care consideration to your letter of
5 July 1967, concerning resolutiom 2253 (ES-V) of the General Assembly.
Israel's position on Jerusalem wa§ explained by me at the plenary meetings
of the General Assembly on 21 and!29 June 1967. In respornse to your letter
the Goverrment of Israel™How takes the opportunity of reviewing recent
developments in the City.

As a result of aggression launched by the Arab States against Israel

‘ in 1948, the section of Jerusalem in which the Holy Places are concentrated
had been governed for nineteen years by a régime which refused to give due

acknowledgnent to universal religious concerns. The City was divided by a

military demarcation line. Houses of worship were destroyed and desecrated

in acts of vandalism. Instead of peace and security there was hostility

and frequent bloodshed. The principle of freedom of access to the Holy

Places of all the three monotheistic religions was violated with regard

to Jews, but not to them alone. The Jordan Government informed the

Ad Hoc Political Committee at the fourth and fifth sessions of the General

Acsembly, on 6 December 1949 and 11 December 1950, that it would not agree

to any special arrangements for the Holy Places. This policy was the

subject of a reference by the President of the Trusteeship Council,

M. Roger Garreau, in hie report on the mission entrusted to him by virtue

of the Trusteeship Council resolution of 4 April 1950 (T/681), in which

he stated:

" .. I have to state with the deepest regret that up to yesterday,
when my term as President of the Trusteeship Council came to &n end,
the Government of the Hashimite Kingdom of Jordan had not seen fit to
' break its silence....

ve+ the Goverrment of Israel showed & spirit of coneciliation
which led it to submit to the Trusteeship Council certain new
proposals which... represent a considerable advance towards a
settlement of the various aspects of the problem of Jerusalem and
the Holy Places...."

On 5 June 1967, the Jordanian forces launched a destructive and unprovoked
armed assault on the part of Jerusalem outside the walls. This attack was
made despite Israel's appeals to Jordan to abstain from hostilities. Dozens
of Jerusalem citizens were killed and hundreds wounded.

Artillery bombardment was directed against synagogues, the Church -of
Dormition, hospitals, centres of secular and religious learning, the Hebrew
University and the Israel Museum. Intensive fire was directed against
institutions and residential centres from positions in and near the Holy
Places themselves, which were thus converted into military positions for
shelling Jerusalem.
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T

Fifth emergency special sessinn
Agenda item 5

LETTER DATED 15 JUNE 1967 FROM THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE
.. UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS [ﬁ/ﬁ'fl’?}

Pakistan: draft resolution

Meagures taken by Israel to change the status
of the City of Jerusalem

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resclution 2255 (ES-V) of 4 July 1967,
Having received the report submitted by the Secretary-ﬁeneral,iz

Taking note with the deepest regret and concern of the non-compliance by
()
Israel of resolution 2253 (ES-V),

1. Deplores the failure of Israel to implement resclution 2253 (ES-V);
= Reiterates its call to Israel in that resclution to rescind all measures

already taken and to desist forthwith from taking any action which would alter
the status of Jerusalem;

3. Heguests the Becretary-General to report to the Security Council and the

General Assembly on the situation and on the implementation of the present
resolution;

b, Requests the Security CDuncil to take the necessary measures to ensure
the implementation of the present resolution.

1/ A/6753 and 8/8052.

67-16L88
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Where there was hostile separation, there is now harmonious civic union.
here there was a constant threat of wviolence, there is now peace. Where
here was once an assertion of exclusive and unilateral control over the

Holy Places, exercised in sacrilegious discrimination, there is now a
Willingness to work out arrangements with the world's religious bodies -
Christian, Muslim and Jewish - which will ensure the universal religious
character of the Holy Places.

The Government of Israel is confident that world opinion will welcome
the new prospect of seeing this ancient and historic metropolis thrive in
unity, peace and spiritusl elevation.

Please accept, Mr. Secretary-General, the assurances of my higheht
consideration.

Abba Eban
Minister for Foreign Affairs!

"Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest ¢onsideration.
"(Signed) Gideon RAFAEL

Permanent Representative of Israel
to the United Nations"
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A1l hospitels and clinics are already functioning. In the pest
' no health services existed for the young within the framework of the
school system, nor were there any nealth stations for mother and child
care. These services are now being established.

There was no social welfare system in the 0ld City. Today all
the inhabitants of Jerusalem now enjoy the same welfare rights. The
municipality has already begun extending its welfare services to
those for whom none have been available in the past.

School buildings are being prepared for the resumption of studies
at the beginning of the new school year. Teachers are being located
and arrangements made for them to return to their work. Their
salaries are paid by the municipality.

Compulsory education regulations have been extended to all parts
of the City. DNone of those arrangements affect the existing private

education network.

1If these measures had not been taken, the Holy Places would be
without legal protection. The unified public utilitles services
would not exist. Municipal and administrative facilities would not
be extended to some sections of the City, and Jerusalem's residents
would still be divided, hermetically confined in separate
compartments.

The universal interest

The measures taken by my Goverrment to secure the protection of the
Holy Places are only & part of Israel's effort to ensure respect for
universal interests in Jerusalem. It is evident from United Nations
discussions and documents that the interrational interest in Jerusalem has
always been understood to derive from the presence of the Holy Places.
Israel does not doubt her own will end capacity to secure the respect of
universal spiritual interests. Tt has forthwith ensured that the Holy
Places of Judaism, Christianity and Tslam be administered under the
responsibility of the religions which hold them sacred. In addition, in a
spirit of concern for historic and spiritual traditions, my Government has
taken steps with a view to reaching arrangements to assure the universal
character of the Holy Places. In pursuance of this objective, the
Government of Israel has now embarked on a constructive and detailed dialogue
with representatives of universal religious interests. 1f these explorations
are as fruitful as we hope and expect, the universal character of the
Holy Places will for the first time in recent decades find effective

expression.

The changes which have affected Jerusalem's life and destiny as a
result of the measures recently adopted may therefore be summarised as
followa: J ) '

i



Since T June, the entire City of Jerusalem ﬁan experienced peace and
unity. The Holy Places of all faiths have been open to access by those who
hold them sacred.

The resolution presented on 4 July by Pakistan and adopted on the same
date evidently refers to measures taken by the Government of Israel on
27 June 1967, The term "annexation" used by supporters of the resolution
is out of place. The measures adopted relate to the integration of Jerusalem
in‘the administrative and municipal spheres, and furnish a legal basis for
the protection of the Holy Places in Jerusalem.

I now come to specify the character and efrect-of.tha measures adopted
on 27 June:

(1) The Holy Places

"The Protection of Holy Places Law, 5727-1967, provides that the
Holy Places shall be protected from desecration and any other violation
and from anything likely to violate the freedom of access of the
members of the different religions to the places sacred to them or
their feelings with regard to those places. Whoever desecrates or
otherwise violates a Holy Place shall be liable to imprisonment for
& term of seven years...." During the previous nineteen years there
had been no such legislation to protect the Holy Places in Jerusalem.
Since 27 June, sacred buildings desecrated since 1948 have been
restored, and houses of worship destroyed during the Jordanian
occupation are being rebuilt.

(2) tivie co-operation

Une of the most significant results of the messures taken on
2T June is the new mingling of Arabs and Jews in free and constant
association. The Arab residents within the walls had been cut off
for nineteen years from all contact with the residents of the newer
parts of the City. Today they are free to renmew or initiate contacts
with their Jewish neighbours in Jerusalem apnd elsewhere in Israel.
The residents of the City outside the walls now visit the 0ld City.
There is a profound human and spiritual significance in the replacement
of embattled hostility by normal and good neighbourly relations. It
is especially appropriate that ecumenical habits of thought and
action should take root in the City from which the enduring message
of bhuman brotherhood was proclaimed with undying power in generations
past, . H

(3) Municipal services

In the hills of Judea, where Jerusalem is situated, there is an
acute shortage of water. The (ld City is now connected with the
general water supply system, and all houses are receiving a continuous
supply of water, double the quantity available to them in the past,

s
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B8, We will not enter at the present moment into other
aspects of the problem which, we understand, are the
subject of talks and will eventually be dealt with by
the Security Council,

89. We wish now to state our position regarding the
action of the Secretary=General in withdrawing the
United Nations forces from the area, as requested
by the Government of the United Arab Republic in
exnroise of ite soverelgn right,

90, In our view, the Secretary-General had no
alterpative but to withdraw the United Nations forces
after the consent for their stationing had been cancel-
led, In so doing, the Secretary-General not only
complied with a legal obligation, but also acted in the
best interests of the United Nations and ils peace-
keeping functions. These peace-keeping operations
have been clearly defined as voluntary or consent
operations, and as such were accepied by the United
Arab Republic, We are fully in favour of the United
Naotions presence in all eritical situations, bul to
thut eénd there should be co-operation on the part
of the States involved, And it is a fact, stated in the
report of the Secretary-General, that Tsrael never
accepted any United Natioms forces to be placed on
its side of the line, in spiteof the relevant resolutions
[see A/8T730/Add,3, para, 46].

891, The Secretary-General spared oo eiort (o save
the Middle East situation. He visited the area and did
all that was within lis means in the circumstances
for the maintenance of peace. This instance, however,
may serve to show up the need for an organized
system of pesce-keeping and for strengthening the
United Nations as an effective instrument of peace
and security in the world, U Thant more than once
stressed thiz basie need, which welghed greatly in
his mind, We take this opporlunily to reiterate our
deep appreciation of the Secretary-General f[or his
abiding concern for peace coupled with his wisdom
and objectivity, which have been the greatest assets
of the Organization and of the world community during
a most trying period of world eriais,

92, The guestion of Jerusalem and its status ig one
that should be given timely and earnest conideration
by the United Nations; it will have to be considered
at some later stage, Three resclutions of the General
Assembly dealt with it concurrently with the establish-
ment of Israel, These resolulions remain so far
unimplemented, The status of Jerusalem, however, ls
one of great spiritual significance to thevast majority
of the world's peoples, My Government is greatly
concerned over the recent occurrences by which this
Holy City was transformed into an arena of bhattle and
of war, Jerusalem symbolizes man's spiritual com-
munion with his Creator, Tt is a city of prayer and of
peace; in the words of Saint Augustine, the City of God.
Access to it by all men of the world must be as of
right, a world right, and not by the permission or
tolerance of any State. The question should, therefore,
be considered on spiritunl rather than political
grounds,

93, The news today of the annexation of Jerusalem
by Israel is a matter of the gravest concern to the
United Nations., First, this action clearly denotes an
expansionist poliey by Israel in violation of the Charter,

It therefore goes to the very root of the problem
before us, most prejudicially affecting the prospects
for a settlement and for peace in the area, Secomd,
it is a concrete action taken by a Member Stale in
utter contempt of the very resclutions of the United
Mations under whioh its establishment as a State
wag hrought about,

94, The over=-all solution of the Middle East problem,
and the establishment of an enduring peace in this
gravely troubled area, calls for a new approachwhich
should be firmly based on justice and respect for
human rights and human dignity. In this effort, regard
should be given to existing realities in international
life, Without these essential and hasic elements,
peace is unattainable; and war, with all its grim
dangers of escalation to a nuclear holocaust, will be
the only prospect,

85, Our duty in this Assembly as members of the
family of man, gathered at eritical times in the
history of nations, is to be gulded by & sense of
justice, reality, and proportion. The concern for the
survival of humanity should transcend all other con=-
slderations of self-centred Interests or antagonisms
for power and domination. It is our duty to promote
a spirit of generosity and tolerance for international
understanding in the interest of peace, Bul we musi
constantly bear in mind that peace can only be based
on justice, and this is the basie premise of our
Charter,

96, The PRESIDENT: [ call on the representative of
Israel to speak in exercise of his right of reply,

87. Mr, EBAN (Israel); T should like first to refer
lo the remarks of the representative of Yugoslavia,
who also embodied his observations in o draft reso=-
lution,

98, It is my duty to inform the General Assembly
that, in my Government's view, lhe drafl resolution
proposed by Yugoslavia [A/L.522] is a prescription
for hostility. It calls for the restoration of conditions
which have already produced one war... .

99, The PRESIDENT: May [ draw the speaker's
attention to the fact thal we are not discussing the
draft resolutions at thiz me, and that the draft
regolution in guestion was introduced only with the
pongenl of the Assembly and on the understanding
that all its aspects would be discussed at the proper

_EtagE.

100, Mr, EBAN (Israel); 1 should like al an early
stage o express my views on the spirit and the text
of that draft resolution, But in view of the procedural
gituation which you, Mr, President, have mentioned,

1 shall instead reply at this stage to certain observa=-

| tions which have been made in the gengral debate

on one of the issues which have arisen: namely, the
problem of Jerusalem and the Holy Places.

101. Some delegations and Governments have made
statements in recent days concerning recent develop-
ments in Jerusalem, There seems (o me (o be a
basic misunderstanding about the import of yesterday's
administrative legislation, This, as the General As-
sembly will be aware, contained no new pelitical
slatement, and concerned itsell exclusively with the
urgen! necessities of repairing the ravages and dis-

e




y

General Assembly — Fifth Emergency Special Session — Plenary Meetings

locations arising from the division of the city's
life and from the hostilities which Jordan inflicted
upon it,

102, T ask myself, as I ask my colleagues in the
General Assembly: Is there really nothing positive
in this union, this intermingling, this breakdown of
a wall of separation and consequent distrust? 1s it
really preferable to have a frontier of barbed wire
and guns slashing the face of Jerusalem like an
ugly scar? Is not Jerusalem, above all other citles,
the place where Jews and Arabs should meet, as
they are now meeting in the daily transactions of
peaceful lfe? Is it really irrelevant that there is now
access to the Holy Places of three religions instead
of two?

103, 1 therefore urge a balanced and lucid under-
standing of the positive changes which have occurred,
and of the opportunities which they open up.

104, Today, thousands of Arabs from the Old City are
visiting the streets, the institutions, and the buildings
of the new; while Jews from the new city are visiting
the bulldings, the sites and the institutions of the
old, The breaking down of this barrier, the creation
of new ecumenical possihilities, is one of the con-
sequences arising from the concept of union,

106. Now, one of the opportunities to which [ have
referred is of special interest to the international
community, 'nder the previous régime—that of
Jordan—no satisfaction whatever was given to the
universal interest In the safeguarding of the Holy
Places, Jordan did in Jerusalem exactly what It
liked, And what it liked doing included the destruction
of anclent houses of worship and the sacrilegious
obstruction of free access to the most ancient of all
the world's holy sites, Israel, on the other hand,
remainsg willing to discuss arrangements for the
safeguarding of the Holy Places with those concerned,
in Israel and beyond Israel,

106, Our own views on the need to separate the
sacred from the secular aspects of the city's life
are well known., There have been in this debate many
statements by delegations on the problem of the Holy

Places which are In general accord with our views,
All that was open for discussion about the Holy
Places and religious interesis two days ago is open
for discussion now, It is far-fetched to assert that
the existence of this specific universal issue requires
that some of Jerusalem's citizens remain artificiall

cut off from the =ocial servicea and municl
facilities which others enjoy. 1
107, Those who reconciled themselves (o an oCou=

pation in 1948 and an explicit annexation by Jordan
in 1950, who did not protesi when synagogues were
destroyed and access to the western wall denied,
who could not prevent dozens of people in the new |
ity from being killed by guns in the old, ought surely
now to see benefits arising from a union of the city's |
life, from the absence of military confrontation in the |

eity, from Israel's action in legislating domestically, |

and from its readiness to consult internationally with
those concerned, in the name of the world's religions,
for the protection and immunity of the Holy Places.
In other wurds, the sum total of what has happened
in Jerusalem during the past few weeks increasas,
and does not diminish, the prospect of producing
a situation regarding the Holy Places more inkeeping
with the internalional consclepce than what obtained
before,

108, The import of the recent legisiation istoassure
for the inhibitants of all parts of the city social,
municipal and fiscal services, on a basis of equality
and non=diserimination. This was the purport, this is
the effect, of that legislation, Insufficienl attention
has been given to a parallel enactment which, 1
think for the first time in recent history, legislates
in tavour of the preservation from desecration of the
Holy Places hoth within and outside Jerusaléem—an
enactment which imposes heavy penalties for violation
of their sanctity and immunity, In other words,
there is not a retreat, but an advance towards that
situation of peace, reverence, sanctity and free access
which iz the main objective of the world community
in relation to the historic and religious interests here
involved.,

The meeting rose at 12.30 p.m. -

Litho in ULN,

17 Bbf—=December 1965=2,400
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by the Government of Egypt. Now those who have
disrupted the existing situation cannot possibly request
or require that it be automatically reinstated: least
of all can they do so when they accompany their re=-
quest by statements which totally lack veracity, For
example, the representative of the United Arab Re-
public asserted that the Red Cross representative
had confirmed his wild stories about alleged actions
and situations in Sinai, The fact of the matter is
that the Red Cross authorities have refused to con=
firm those stories and have addressed to my Govern-
ment an expression of satisfaction about the co-
operation between the Government of Israel and the
Red Cross in dealing with some of the humanitarian
problems resulting from this war,

121, My Government will give close consideration
to the other speeches made this morning, including
that of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
of the United Kingdom, I should, however, like, not
to add to what I have said on this point, but to clarify
our position on a matter which figured prominently
in the British Foreign Secretary's address, This
concerns the position in Jerusalem on which my
Government's policy has already been stated from this
rostrum and also in our Parliament,

122, The division of that city brought about two re-
sults, First, it converted it into an arena of war.
Gun emplacements in the Holy Places rained death

and destruction on Israeli citizens, institutions and
streets,

123. Thus for the second time in twenty years Jordan
committed the sacrilege of bombarding Jerusalem,
and scores of our people met their deaths as a result
of the installation of guns In the Holy Places, That,
then, was the first result of the division,

124, Second, it was during the division of the City
that, under the Jordanian régime, free access to the
Holy Places of all the religions was not assured,
Jordan 8 the only Government in recorded history
which, since its annexation of the Holy City in 1948,
has done these two things: made Jerusalem a battle=-
field and denied universal access to the Holy Places
to all religions.

125. All I shall say is that our policy is the preser-
vation of the unity of Jerusalem, the elevation of its
material and cultural life, free access to the Holy
Places to all faiths and perfect respect for religious
interests,

128, The statements made by my Prime Minister
in our Parliament and by myself at this rostrum are
to be interpreted in the light of these objectives which
1 am sure will command much support throughout the
international community,

The meefing rose at 12.55 p.m.

Litho in LLN.

17866~ January |966—2 400
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108, My country cannot, of course, reconcile itself
to such developments, and those who are famillar
with its history will understand our position and
actions, The peoples of Yugoslavia were many 4 time
compelled to defend their existence and independence
at the cost of the greatest sacrifices, They are dedi-
cated to peace and freedom and are on the side of
peoples fighting for independence and for the right
to develop according to their own wishes,

109, My delegation is firmly convinced that, in this
grave situation once again, there shall prevail the
determination of all peoples and the responsibility
of all Governments to do their utmost in order to
surmount the present crisis in the spirit of the
principles which have brought us here and on which
alone relations among countries enjoying equal rights
can develop.

110, The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish):
1 ecall on the representative of Israel, who wishes to
speak in exercise of his right of reply.

111. Mr. EBAN (Israel): T should like to comment
briefly on some of the observations thal have been
made by representatives in the course of this morn—
ing's debate, The main remarks that I wish to make
refer to the address of the representative of the
United Arab Republic,

112, The General Assembly wilnessed an unusual
spectacle this morning, The Government of the United
Arah Republic, which announced its intention to ex-
terminate Israel; which concentrated 90,000 troops
and 900 tanks from that purpose; which issued opera-
tion order in mid-May to its commanders in the
field for the bombardment of Israel's airfields; which
imposed a total blockade of Israel's entire southern
coast; which called on other Governments to join it
in & war of extermination against Israel; which ex=
pressed confidence, in mid-May and early June,
that Israel's end was near-=-that Government comes
to this rostrum to present itself as a victim of ag=
gression, It is & grotesque spectacle, the aggressor
posing as the wvictim of aggression, The United
Arab Republic is not the victim of aggression, but
its primary author and architect.

113, Let us compare Mr, Fawzi's professions of
peaceful intentions with the events of May and June
of this year, For ten years there had existed in the
relationships between Egypt and Israel a relative
tranquillity based on the arrangements announced
at this rostrum on 1 March 1857, There was to be
an effective non-belligerency. A United Nations Emer-
gency Force was to separate the parties in Sinai
and Gaza, There was to be a cessation of raids into
Iarasl from the Gaza Strip. Although no change had
taken place in the basic juridical relationship be=
tween Egypt and Israel, many then hoped and some
believed that a certain tranquillity might prevail.

114, Now, who was it that decided to disrupt that
ten=-year-old tranquillity? Who moved sgainst the
comparative stability that had existed for ten years
and that, as far as [srael was concerned, could have
continued to exist for a further period despite the
weaknesses and fragilities of that relationship?

115, What happened was that in mid=May the Govern-
ment of the United Arab Republic purposefully de-
cided to disrupt, to dissolve and to destroy a system
of relationships that had existed in comparative
stability for ten years. And it was Mr., Fawzl's
Government which made that decision. It was his
Government which, in mid=May, brought about troop
concentrations in what had until then beén a relatively
demilitarized Sinai, It was his Government which ex-
pelled the United Nations Emergency Force, not Lo
assert its own soverelgnty, which is legitimate but
to facilitate an aggressive encirclement and assault,
It was his Government which then closed an Inter-
national waterway In violation of Israel's central
interests and in defiance of the will of the inter-
national and maritime communities, And it was his
Government which announced, time and time again
between 14 May and £ June, that the purpose of all
these activities was to bring about the final round of
warfare against Israel,

116, Why does Mr, Fawzi not believe the announce—
ments of his President? Why does he not believe what
his own President said so often in May and June:
that it was then practical and necessary to concert
the action of Arab Governments for the strangulation
and the eventual extermination of Tarael?

117. There s no war in history for which the re-
sponsibility of & Government is clearer than the re=
sponsibility of the United Arab HRepublic for this
tragic war, the consequences of which the General
Assembly is now examining,

118, 1 repeat: a purposeful decision was taken and
implemented in mid=May and early June to bring about
the violent disruption of the previous structure of
relationships, In closing the international waterway,
President Nasser revealed great frankness—a frank-
ness which apparently emanated from self-confi-
dence., He said, in effect==and I heard him say this
with my own ears, over the radio network not far
away="1 am closing this waterway because I am
ready for war. And if Israel wants war,” he went on,
"welcome to war®,

119, Since I last addressed this Assembly, there have
come to our notice further operation orders, issued
to Egyptian commanders In Sinal in May, which re-
move any doubts that might ever have lingered that
what happened from 14 May until early in June was
part of a plan and decision to bring about, first, the
intimidation, and second, the blockade, and third,
the encirclement, and finally, the destruction of
Iarael, 1 am not aware of any other instance in
modern history in which the head of a State has de=-
clared that he was making war and in which such
declarations have not been given full weight,

120, This is the central issue. A change took place
in mid=-May, Who inaugurated that change, who insti-
gated it, and who was surprised by it=—as I confess
that Israel and most other members of the inter-
national community were surprised, There are Minls-
ters for Forelgn Affairs and others in this Hall
who will recall the conversations that my colleagues
and I had with them during those weeks in which we
tried to explore why it was that this viclent modifi-
cation of the existing status quo was being undertaken
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