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Deep and Sudden
Hundreds of. Israeli

3Y WILLIAM TUOHY
Times Statl Writer

AFEKA, Tsracl—No. 12
Hanoter St. is a mnodest,
pne-story bungalow in this
Tel Aviv suburb, an ordi-
niary house much like hun-
dreds of others in lstael,

Like hundreds of other
houzeholds in Israel, this
home pf Zvi and Ruth
Swet has been visited by
deep and sudden sorrow.

For their 22 -year- old
gon. 1st Lt. Yair Swet, a
gmiling, outgoing. hand-
some six-footer, was killed
leading Wis tank compiany
in bhattle’ in the Golan
Heights on the second day
of the wat,

Yair was nne of more
than 1,500 lsraell soldiers
killed in the war and more
than 4.000 woundsd, ac-
cording 'tn Western
EOUrCes

Proportionately, this is
the equivalent of 100,000
175 hattle deaths — off
more than double the
nuimber of Americans kill-
ed in the entire Vietnam
war. )

The Swets' two other
gonz, Mickey, 23, and
Rami, 20, also regular
armyv officers in the elites
armored corps, wera.

S ==

wounded in the first few;

*days nf the fierce hght-.

ime, 3

In l=rael, news of a spl-
dier killed in sctinn does
nol resdch the next of kin
by a Defense Department
telegram. Rather, it trav-
els on the lightning grape-
vine, which seems to fune-

e

| w——

Ho

f .LEE a2lmost ?ﬁ.wuﬁﬁun:

l¥ in this tightly knit na-- ﬁ

tion of 3 million where ev-
ervone knows everyone
elze,

"On Tiuesday" Ruth
Swet recalls, "l received a
call from a friend who
gaid: 'l know you can take
it. Yair is gone.'

= "AtL first 1 didn’t want 1o
Jelieve it, but another
friend called with the
same meszage, and [ knew
it must be true.”

Second L. Rami Swel
was a tank commander in_.
his bhrother's hrigade [h
the Golan, and he first
heapd reporis of Yair's
deati’over the radia inter-
Crm.

Yair was widely ninted
among the troops [or his
good cheer and the wise--
cracks he marle to keep up

b

| maorale,
= The radin message from

Yair's tank unil said: !

—_———— —_

*The jokes have stopped.
Our commanding officer is *
gone.”

Rami kepl fighting until
he was wounded in the Go-
lan battle and taken to the
haspital. He received con-
firmation of his brother's
death from Yair's gecond
in command, who Wwag
waunded, too. P

Rami received the hand-
ful of personal possessions
fmund in his fallen broth-
er's pockete. |

The second in command
5 of Yair's horoism—
=1 it had knocked out
twn dozen Syrizm-

[
%m before Yair was kilks

Sorrow Strikes

1

._.m_s_ﬂ_m

wounded tank crew. _

Yair's No. 2 told Rami
that the tank outfit con-
tinued to fight on, repell-
ing the Syrian onslaught,
and the watchword was
"This 1= [or ¥Yair."

Rami left the field hos-
nital, his wounds patched,
and drove to Jerusalem .
Military Hospital tn sedd
hig nldest brother, Mickey, *
a eaptain in the armored
eorps who fought for four
days on the Egyptian

-Em shoulder.

— He told him ahout Yaie,
#hi the brothers called
their mnther and asked
her to tell their sisters
Debhle, 26, and Nona, 23,
both officers in the Wom-.
en's Army Corps. £

Tt was only days lateT™
that the official 1sraeli
military notifying officer
rpached] the Swet home,
and hv then the facts of
Yair's death were only too
grimly verified,

Mrs, Swet, 50. is a refu-
gee from Hitler's Austria.
Her hushand, Zvi, 51, is a
native of Poland who

ght in the Israeli

' & There, the brigade com4

! picked up a few shrapnel-

Pfron! hefore being hit lp-a-
i

war,
independence until E.h

:,m.nwm were blown off at the

= hip by a land mine,

~ Active in his wheelchair,
. he runs a gas station, and
when he heard news of
Yair's death, went 1o the
_+SGplan to talk tn the lan
Wﬂ.ﬁman enmmander. &

Lds Angeles Times & o 1T

smander told Swet that his{

-

L} .ﬂl
¢ On the Swels coffee tahle

“JYests Yair's hlue album of

his short military carper—

=on's performance Was ONe™ | %is incignia of rising rank,
4hotos of him and his bud- |

of the mnst heroie of the
war. On the hattiafield
‘where Yair died, Swet

gcarred rocks which he
brought home. |
. "Wair was buried in a |
{emporary place," he said, H
@But under Jewish ritual, |
“we must wall a vear be |
fore rehutying him in a
permanent military grave.
When we o, T will place
..,;__.__mm rocks on his grave"
' %
! There will be many othg
er permanen! graves in |
the military cemateres. [
Sitting in her living
room, Ruth Swel says:
*The one thing thal sus-
{aing ‘us Iz the hope that
Yair's Inzs was nob in vain.
For if it were not for Yair,
and all those other brave
bays, we would not be sif-
ting here now,
£ *1 hope we don't have o
give back what these sol-
diers carned with their
lives, they want us to he
humanitarian toward the
surrounded Egyvptian drd
m_ﬂn.__w.|:n_ should we lef
them go, only to fighl us
again?” .
t  Her huband adds:

¢ "1 hope the thnnmnmﬂ

. dan't foree us to make too

* ‘manv concessions to the

| Egyptians. It would be
bad for Israel and the
wuorld, Is oil more impor-
tant than human life?
*We have learned that
we have no friends in this
waorld except the Ameri-
cans, and that we must de-

. _pend entirely on our-

Ives. This is a very hit-
‘ier truth.”

dies on his Centurion
tank, and various military

| -glass pictures,

|

! All three sons were se- |
lected a5 tank instructors

after graduating from the

armored school—a high

accolade in the Israell

army. They each irained

geveral classes, and the

family thus formed close
honds with many of the

| - wyounger officers in the ar-

mored corps.

* A1l the boys would make
our home a stopover place
when they they were In
Tel Aviv,” recalls Ruth
Swet, "so we're a kind of
family headquarters for
the armored corps.

"These young men were
the cream of the army,
and miany of them today
are dead or wounded, and
feel their laoss deeply, took,

that we don't want this

-

__

s

¢ -ﬁ_mw:. now, we leel we
ean live with our loss, only
thanking God that .all
three boys didn't go the
game dav, In a few weeks,
the real pain will come,
and it will gel worse."

If Lhere is anything that
gingles out the Swet living
ronm walle from others on
the hlack, it is the framesd
original drawings by the
brilliant French political
cartoonist, TIM.

TIM is the peén name of
Louis Mitelberg, who on a
trip to Israel 10 years ago
was ftaken around the
country by Zvi Swet, and
who formed an enduring
ﬂ.,_,m:ﬂmgv with the fam-

.

VWhen word of the death
of Yair reached Tim in Pa-
rig, he wrote 1o the family
in English:

"Yair, my hit Yair, the
warm fraternal =smile on

15 face, fallen in the bat-
tle of Israel. | will never
forget him. He will be llv-

"But we tell the .E_E._f_:n__: my memory forever

home turned intn a ceme-
tery or a Wailing Wall.
We are still alive. They
are still alive. We have
two hays left. The soldiers
stood fast. We can stand
fast. ’

“We encourage the
young soldiers to keep
coming by, to remain part
of our family, These
young men have suffered
the Inzs of many of their
closest friends.

* And we &it here lnoking
at these class pietures,
mentally crossing out the
faces of thoss who are

gone. To me, this is il

most unbearable thing.

[
| .

1 * pride of every Jew.”

¥Hiz face, hiz stature; his
voice are fnr me the con-
crele imaze of what a
vopng larael means.

"My brather Zvi and i
siufor Thuth gave hirth tn
the eternal and hililieal
stale of lsrael aller TN
YeATE,

:.H.._}.m.._u__._.....-...m...ﬁ vaurs latr r,
their son Yalr fightz again
and falls in the bat
Thanks to him the countrs
lives.

FAllow me lo jnin my
tearzs with ynurs herause
Yair iz the son apr the

4
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On September 30, 1046, the International Military Tribnnal deliverad ita
Judgment ot Nilenberg in the cpse af (he major wir crioiinals Part of
» its- Judgment rends:

Article 4 of the Hapue Convention provides that an cecupying

A - PwRE may levy a conftribwiionh of ey from the oecnpled territory
} A to pay for the heeds of the army of o ation, and for the adminletra-
# : tlon ol (he rercltory in question.  Article 532 of the Hague Convention
provides that bn occopvinge power may make requoleitions in kind only
- for the nteds of the army of ocenpiation, and that these requisttions

: - shinll be in proportion o the resonrces of th conntrr. These artleles. \_
: together with Article 48, dealing with the oxpenilitore of money col-

leatedd In taxes, and Articlos 55,50, anil 55, dealing with pablie property,
make it olear that ander the rmles of war, the cenbomy of an ocruplol
rouniry con only be requiced to bear the oxpensee of the oetupation,
niml thesy should not bo grenter than the erunomy of the conntry ean
reasonahly be expocted o benr, |
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Expenses “*The economy of an oeccupied country

? . - R and thees
Jorne Ly ean only be required to benr the expenses of the occupation, and these
leeal economy O : T wountry can reasonably
should not be preater than the economy of the country

: o R ;

e execiedd bo DeEnr .

; P T x - T ol
T8 Department of the Army Field Manual (FAD 27-100 on the Law nf

# ‘- - L
Lnnd Warfare (16501 141 Wil Zann  Flug )

1¥31p0 *p*31a Yr110Y 256 fivp s BT

Occupation 526, The economy of an occupied country can be reguired 1o bear only
e the expunacs eectitpabion | these must not be greater than the economy
ol the country can reasonably be expected to bear.?

I See LMIT. Jdgment, pp. 57-56, and wee para. 598, 0. 1.
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onomic rritory will engage the close attention
' of the invaders, both from the standpoint of making the country

2 self-supporting and that of supplying their own forces. However, the
. i occlipant must not employ cconomic measures for the purpose of
i ' enriching himself at the expense of the occupied territory: =
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