wts, | piciTaL soutH caucasus coLLecTion [BINYU |ISAW
pScc

This pdf is a file in the Digital South Caucasus Collection (DSCC), a collection in the Ancient World Digital Library (AWDL) hosted by the
Institute for the Study of the Ancient World Library at New York University.

e Creator: Puturidze, M. / gggoyfody, 0. / Ilyrypunze, M.

Title: Dziebani - Supplement X (Problems of Caucasian Bronze-Iron Age Archaeology) / dngdob0- 0ods®g00 X (30330b00b dMnbgom-
M3060bL bobab oMggmmmanal 3Mmdmy3gdn)

Publication Date: 2003

Publisher: GNM Archaeological Center

Place of Publication: Thbilisi

Collection: Digital South Caucasus Collection

Collection ID: dscc_c5d8af6490

About

The Digital South Caucasus Collection (DSCC) is a collection in the Ancient World Digital Library (AWDL), a project of the Library of the
Institute for the Study of the Ancient World (ISAW) at New York University in cooperation with the Georgian National Museum and the Institute
of Archaeology and Ethnography in the National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Armenia. AWDL’s mission is to identify, collect, curate,
and provide access to a broad range of scholarly materials relevant to the study of the ancient world. The ISAW library is responsible for curating
the collection, clearing the rights as needed, preserving the digital copies in NYU’s Faculty Digital Archive, creating high-quality metadata in order
to maximize discoverability, and making the works accessible to the general scholarly public.

Rights

The Georgian National Museum has granted permission to the Institute for the Study of the Ancient World of New York University to publish this
material electronically in the Digital South Caucasus Collection (DSCC). We are making such material available on a noncommercial basis for
research and educational purposes, in an effort to expand access to thinly-held and/or out-of-print material related to the study of the ancient world
to the widest possible audience. If you wish to use copyrighted material from this site for purposes beyond those in accordance with fair use (Title
17 U.S.C. Section 107), you must obtain permission from The Georgian National Museum. We respect the intellectual property rights of others. If
you believe that you own the copyright to the material made available on this site, please see our takedown policy:
http://dcaa.hosting.nyu.edu/dscc/takedown-notice.


https://isaw.nyu.edu/library

dégdéhocﬁj 66pﬂgg<ém—ﬁpdﬂﬁﬂh bsbols
éﬁ)ﬂgm@m%@@h Sﬁ’bm@w@@@&@

Probvlems of Caucasian

Bronze - Iron Age Archaeology

odognobo 2003 Thilisi




d o I 4560 (LojotﬂmBanh dgibogcgdosms odoggaaocﬂj

ocﬁdacqg_f;ﬁma()‘aﬁo JSQ’SSO’L& UUS(?DK’)OL
s Obsemo).
Qaaoébaaoﬁn. X

Dziebani (The Journal of the Centre for
Archaeological Studies of the Georgian
Academy of Sciences).
Supplement. X

dagdahnnh Z)ﬁmﬁj‘){ém-ﬁ)dngnb bobols
oﬁ){]ammmgools 36)006@33360

3(]()363250 ﬁcnlb@ma obﬁwaanraangmh Qyobomai’m;{m[} 75 ngbmoal)

Problems of Caucasian
Bronze - Iron Age Archaeology

Dedicated to the 75" Birth Anniversary of Rostom Abramishvili

mbnp@obn 2003 Thbilisi



[ERPH R
Comput

itors of the Volume:

63.4 (2r)
902/904 {479.22)
J531

- o e ; : )
- S‘(i’({’jé“"‘d(‘jv €o. (;oi}omo‘a,

S. Booh-‘r]f’oada %o

LH‘;(‘)!')

")\”M.ub-

d. §3(,m(,,>fjl . mbundununm
X- sdodmsbo (350_Q;r,

G. Kvirlovelia, M. Nioradze. IR,
J. Amiranashvili

Crs: Besarion NMaisaradze. Ni

v

Gaownein d5oy e Lod: qdoer fio. somar dooe
o -~
er Design: I\Iam Tsulukidze

»Gronggeneb 33(3603(’68&507& s 3eadools

e 30700 332930t (3968 G0, 2003

1512-0597

rgf o dgbo®omt doolin@ads, bobm

o

Akhviediay

Vo godad

i3
1

obgunamasto

i

V. Japavidze, D. Kacharava, B. Maisuradze

Ramishvili.

“






[obsBrgdaty 3oy aeo  gdwgbgds  36eo-
doge  dodmgger SO Jgmamepl  Gelgmd
sd@sdodgoanls.

GObGH™I  So@sdodgoemols gubad)be -
do  65dOmdydds, Gedjenoi dogdeghs  bLo-
Jodoggenel  ©s  sdog@goggsbools  ag0s6-
SOH0byom-sG 9@ jobols babols dypanms J@o-
bogoempos-3g@omeobagosly s@dmbagengm
®g06olb
dg@oemadool aabgomadgdol, o5& Jagmenemyo-

Lo Jadomgganomls BIO0AHmO0Sy
GO FIGHIeoms  5HGodygioobs s pyby-
boboli 3Gmdengdndl, d6adghyanmgabo gisdo
'dad36s oG Jgmmmpon@ dg3bon@gdado.

3690 ge'do obyeraby® 9ba'by Jodgganow
d39ybgds  50-00b  Vargd'do  podmgdygero
dobo 659Omdo, Gmdgaroi gbgds swdmboag-
magm by Jodmggerml pgosbd@oby se-sdg-
@g30bols bobols dga@ms Jomboanmgosl.  gb
‘dAmds @eaba oG o gdos @o  bLadopo-
wms  goggobool s Jgmenmymomgol, @
32300030, 2o® 33908 Ladbobg®lb aoy(ggl
Ladomggeom- gaggsbools @ Jgmempasdo
dodygdagy goboyee dgaboydgdbag.

3dgeedo  dagybogds  Slggy  Aobied
odMmodo'dgoenoll wadswydol 75 Tanobmago-
Lagedo  dodwgbogno Ladyihogdm  gmbeyg@gh-
300l dobognygdo.

3mbagdghos hogatiws 2000 (genl  Lo-
Jotmagganml dyibog@gdboma sgogdools s-
Jooeepog®o gaeeggol GubH®bs wo Amb-
Gmd sdAsdodgomol dogd  s@Jgmenempo@o
gaemggol gbHOwmsh  os@bgdye  mdogno-
bol o®Jgmenmpog@ d9bygnddo.

Agsgdioobysb

The present Collected Papers is dedicated to
the Georgian archaeologist Rostom Abramishvili.

His basic studies. devoted to the chronology
and periodization of Late Bronze-Early Tron Age
sites, the development of iron metallurgy on the
territory of Eastern Georgia, problems of the
attribution and genesis of archaeological cultures.
constituted a significant stage in archaeological
science.

Abramishvili's ~ study dealing  with  the
chronology of Georgia's Late Bronze-Early Iron
Age sites, is sued in the 1950s. is published in
English for the first time in this volume. i

The study is relevant today. (oo serving as a
manual for Caucasian archaeologists. It will,
hopefully. be of definite help to foreign scholars
working in Georgian-Caucasian archaeology.

The materials of a scholarly conference
dedicated to the 75" anniversary of the birth of
Rostom Abramishvili are also printed in the
volume.

The conference was held in 2000 at the Centre
for Archaeological Studies of the Georgian
Academy of Sciences and the Thbilisi for
Archaeological Museum founded by Rostom
Abramishvili.

The Editors
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ROSTOM ABRAMISHVILI

Rostom Abramishvili  was a  prominent
representative of Georgian archaeological science
of the second half of the 20" century. Born and
reared in  a family of genuine Georgian
intellectuals, he too was a worthy member of
educated and cultured Georgian society. His
father, Mikheil Abramishvili, was a well-known
man of letters and specialist in drama study.
contemporary and close friend of Vakhtang
Kotetishvili. He died at an early age of 47. His
mother, Mariam Jordjadze. a representative of
ancient Georgian aristocracy. a highly refined
Georgian lady, was a teacher of the Russian
language and literature. Rostom and his elder
sister Eliso Abramishvili, endowed with virtues of
a Georgian woman. were brought up in an
atmosphere of patriotism, hence both chose
Kartvelological scholarship. Eliso taking up
philology and Rostom archaeology.

The very first scientific paper of Rostom
Abramishvili may be said to have been epochal
for Georgian archaeology. This study, published
in the 1950s, dealt with the major question of
periodization and chronology of the Late Bronze

Age and the period of wide adoption of iron,
based on the renowned Samtavro burial ground
archaeological material. The dating and relative
stratigraphy of the Samtavro material had been
earlier touched upon by quite a few well-known
researchers. for the material was highly interesting
and essential not only from the point of view
systematization of the numerous finds of that
burial ground but, in general, from the standpoint
of the localization in time and space of the
archaeological discoveries of eastern South
Caucasia. But thanks to Abramishvili detailed
analysis of the Samtavro artefacts. viz. metal
weapons and various ornaments and wide
reference to analogous material, a chronological
scale was established - the mainstay of
archaeological science — on the basis of which five
consecutive stages were identified within the 2 gt
6" centuries. the scale allowing chronological
ordering of a large amount of material.

The broad archaeological exploration, carried
on in subsequent years, naturally introduced some
amendments in this field, viz. remains
corresponding to the so-called transitional period
and the early stage of the Late Bronze Age were
identified between the Middle and Late Bronze
Ages. However, the relative  periodization,
developed by Abramishvili, has not changed,
preserving its significance to the present day.
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Thus. with his first study — the result of many
years of scrupulous work — Abramishvili said a
new word in Georgian archacology.

After this, he devoted much of his research to
the major problem of the origin and development
of iron metallurgy on the territory of Eastern
Georgia. In this connection he identified two
stages: the Early Iron Age and the period of wide
adoption of iron. For its part, the latter period was
divided by him into three stages. the first of which
1s characterized by iron tools repeating the forms
of similar bronze items, the second by higher
technological properties of iron tools. At this stage
iron items do not repeat the forms of respective
bronze items. The latter correspond to the
properties characteristic of the new metal and to
the peculiaritics of its treatment. This is
manifested even better at the third stage. when
tools made of bronze are finally ousted by 1ron.

By this detailed study Abramishvili gave a
well-reasoned rejection of the view prevalent
earlier on the introduction of iron metallurgy on
Georgian territory from outside, graphically
demonstrating that this great breakthrough in the
history of culture occurred locally and that its
subsequent  development  proceeded  through
immanent processes.

On the other hand, Abramishvili  noted
specially that factual material confirmed the views
expressed by European specialists on the basis of
geological data according to which South
Caucasia constitutes an ancient seat of iron
metallurgy in the Near East. At the same time, on
the basis of an analysis of material brought to light
by himself, he came to a highly significant
conclusion that development of iron metallurgy in
various regions of South Caucasia did not
commence synchronously and that its origin and
wide adoption on the territory of historical Kvemo
(Lower) Kartli must have taken place in the
second half of the 2" millennium B.C. A liule
later this process started in Samtskhe, then in
Shida (Inner) Kartli, Kakheti and other areas of
Caucasia. This is a very interesting observation
which, along with other evidence, explains why
Kartlian tribes succeeded in ancient times in
forming the principal ethnic nucleus around which
Georgian tribes subsequently consolidated.

In the same study Abramishvili was the first to
assume the coexistence of two drastically differing
archaeological cultures on the territory of Late
Bronze Age Eastern Georgia. Subsequent study
enabled the author to draw the boundary between
these two cultures along the river Aragvi, and to
establish their genesis and area of diffusion.
Abramishvili devoted a special study to the



zoomorphic-handled pottery spread on Georgia's
territory. He considered the zoomorphic handle on
pottery as a sign determining the cultural-
historical unity which, in his own conclusion,
existed to the west of the Aragvi, down to the
Black Sea and which. for its part, united two
archaeological cultures: Colchian and Iberian.

Identification of late Bronze-Early Iron Age
archaeological culture on the territory of South
Caucasia and determination of their chronological
inter-relationship became a topic of special
discussion. In 1961 Abramishvili excavated two
barrows in v. Ulyanovka (mod. Tsitelgori),
Kakheti. The author considered these barrows as
typical sites of the second cultural-historical unity.
In his view the site covered a fairly large territory
of South Caucasia to the east of the Aragvi river
(almost the whole of Armenia, North-Western
Azerbaijan, Eastern Georgia and the southern
regions). Abramishvili called this unity Lchashen-
Tsitelgori, for it was at Lchashen (Armenia) and
Tsitelgori (Eastern Georgia) that barrows — the
richest among the typical sites of this culture — had
come to light. He assumed the original seat of this
culture in Anatolia.

Abramishvili took part and directed many
important archaeological expeditions in various
regions of Georgia. Especially noteworthy are the
excavations conducted under his guidance in the
environs of Tbilisi in the 1960s-1970s — in Delisi.
Dighomi valley (the so-called "Treligorebi™).
Ancient settlement sites and burial grounds that
present the history of secttlement of the environs
of Tbilisi, and hence that of Tbilisi before it turned
into a city. in a new light. A monumental collec-
tion of papers, "Tbilisi, Archaeological Sites" (I,
1978). edited by Abramishvili is the author or co-
author of all the papers in this collection.

It is clear from his introductory overview that
the rich archaeological material brought to light by
the excavations posed a number of issues of South
Caucasian archaeology in a novel way, viz. the
interrelationship of the so-called early farming
Neolithic culture and the Mtkvari (Kura)-Araxes
Early Bronze Age culture, the relationship of the
East-Caucasian early farming culture with
synchronous West-Georgian culture, the cultural-
chronological relationship of Middle and Late
bronze period archaeological sites. and basic
questions of the relationship of the sites of the
early stage of the Late Bronze Age of Kartli with
synchronous sites of Western Armenia.

In addition, the excavation of the Treli burial
ground revealed grave goods of the 8M-7" cent.
B.C., hitherto absolutely unknown to Georgia.
According to Abramishvili’'s interpretation, the

material must have been connected with the
northern Black Sea littoral Cimmerian tribes. It
became clear to Abramishvili that the Treligorebi
settlement site, lying on the cross-roads of ancient

trade routes, was at the same time in the area of
the meeting of various archaeological cultures of
South Caucasia, as reflected in the material found

on the settlement site and its burial ground.

The material of the Treli burial ground. along
with the chronological system, developed on the
basis of the Samtavro burial ground. served as the
basis of the chronological system built by
Abramishvili for the Late Bronze-Early Iron Age
sites of South Caucasia.

It was on these major archaeological issues —
of the relationship of the various archaeological
cultures of South Caucasia and questions of
mutual influence — that Abramishvili worked
towards the end of his life. Unfortunately. he
failed to give a definitive treatment of these issues
in his lifetime.

The irreparable loss suffered by Georgian
archaeological science through Abramishvili's
death must be clear from the foregoing.

The highly gifted and erudite scholar enjoyed
great authority as a well-known specialist and
professional not only in Georgia but beyond her
borders as well — in the wide circle of
Caucasologists. Many times did 1 witness the
attention with which his views were heard and
respect shown to him at scholarly sessions by
eminent archaeologists in Moscow and Petersburg
(Leningrad). His know ledge of Caucasian
material  of the Bronze and Iron Ages,
accumulated in dozens of thick files, drawn in his
own hand and described with reference to relevant
sources and literature, as well as evry item from
excavated Caucasian sites. preserved in Caucasian
museums or found in publications long since
turned into rare books, caused my astonishment.

On the other hand, Abramishvili was very
exacting towards himself, and I think this was why
a person of his talent, broad interests and great
professional erudition did not leave behind a great
scholarly legacy in terms of quantity. However,
what he did leave to us is of major significance for
Georgian archaeology.

I cannot overlook Abramishvilis personal
qualities: a man of energetic, ebullient disposition,
endowed with the virtue of love and friendship.
open-hearted. ever cheerful, hospitable, generous
and supportive in trouble.... From this angle 100,
his departure is an irretrievable loss for his
relatives and friends.

David Muskhelishvili
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R. Abramishvili

TOWARDS DATING THE REMAINS OF THE LATE BRONZE AGE AND OF THE PERIOD OF
WIDE ADOPTION OF IRON, DISCOVERED AT THE SAMTAVRO BURIAL GROUND

The Samtavro burial ground has long since
claimed attention of resecarchers. As is known.
chronologically alternating various-type burials
have come to light at this burial ground. barrow
burials being the oldest. The latter are followed by
chronologically -alternating burials of other type:
pit burials. jar burials, tile cists and stone cists. It
should be noted in advance that in the period of
our present interest the deceased were — with rare
exceptions — buried in pit buriuls.

The Austrian scholar Fr. Bayern, the first
excavator of the Samtavro burial ground. quite
justifiably considered the pit burials of this
cemetery to be the cariiest among the burials ol
other types discovered by that time:' he dated
them to the beginning of the Iron Age.” Bayern
has nothing definite 1o say about the absolute date
of these burials. In one of his studies he notes that
the pit burials of Samtavro. which he calls lower-
storey  burials owing to their stratigraphic
arrangement. belong to a period antedating by
several centuries the conquest of the Medes by the

Caspians.” Elsewhere he opines that the burial of

the lower storey of the Samtavro burial ground
must be one hundred years carlier thun the RedKkin
Lager burial ground.” which he assigns to the end
of the Bronze Age. In Bavern's view, the Redkin
Lager burial ground is the carliest among the
burial grounds discovered in the Caucasus by that
time. Then come. he believes. the Samtavro pit
burials. followed by the lower storey burials of the
Koban burial ground. while the youngest are the
Qazbegi sites.”

Basing himself on the letters written to him by

Fr. Bayern. D. Anuchin quotes the latter scholar's

view in his paper. in which he dates the pit burials

! The Middle Bronze Age barrow burial was discovered
by the Mtskheta Expedition.
© Fr. Bayern. Bemerkungen und Ansichten tiber den
Kaukasus. und seine vorhistorischen Verhiiltnisse, sein
Volker und deren Industrie: VBGAEU ( Verhandlungen
der berliner Gesellschaft fiir Anthropologie. Ethnologie
und Urgeschichte). Berlin, 1882, S. 326-354.
* Fr. Bayern, Contribution a larchéologie du Caucase.
Lvon. 1882, p. 20.
+ " Fr. Bayern. Untersuchungen iiber dic iltesten
Griiber—-und Schatzfunde in Kaukasien; ZE (Zeitschrift
fir Ethnologie). Supplement. Berlin. 1885. 5. 31.
* Fr. Bayern. Bemerkungen und Ansichten.... S. 327.
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discovered at the Samtavro burial ground to the
2% millennium B.C.°

Ern. Chantre does not share the comparative
dating given by Bavern tor the above-mentioned
burial grounds. himsell dating all of them o the
oldest period of the Iron Age. In his view. these
burial grounds doubtless belong to different time
spans of this period. but there is no ground toi
dating anv of these burials to the Bronze Age.

In R. Virchow's opinion. the Koban burial
ground belongs to an earlier period than the
Redkin camp burial ground. He considers the
Samrtavro burial ground to be ecarlier than the
Redkin camp burial ground. \irchow assigns
these three burial grounds to the beginning of the
[ron Age. dating the oldest — Koban — burial
ground to the 11"-10" centuries B.C."

Of Sovietl researchers. the pit burials of the
Samtavro burial ground was first dated by Prof. G.
Nioradze — in connection with the dating of a
burial containing a cut-ended bronze sword
discovered at Zemo Avchala.” In dating the Zemo
Avchala burial. Prof. Nioradze discusses the grave
coods of pit burial 391, excavated by Bayvern at
the Samtavro burial ground. and i which a bronze
sword similar to the Zemo Avchala cut-ended
sword was discovered.” Prof. Nioradze dates
burial 391 by means of the bronze bow-shaped
fibula and the so-called East-Caucasian flat axes.
relving largely on the bronze bow-shaped fibula,

Like many other researchers. Prof. Nioradze
considers Southern Europe the home of bow-
shaped fibulae. Relying on [ Undest and M.
Horness. he considers the most primitive fibula

® D. Anuchin. Doistoricheskava arkheologia Kavkaza.
(Prehistoric  archacology  of the Caucasus.) ZMWNP
(Jornal of the Minisuy of Nauonal Economy). part
CCXXXI. St. Petersburg, 1884, p. 206.

” Ern. Chantre. Recherches anthropologiques dans le
Caucase, t. II. Paris-Lyon. 1886. pp. 185-186.

® R. Virchow. Das Griiberfeld von Koban im Lande der
Osseten, Kaukasus, Berlin. 1883, S. 19-20. 42,

’ G. Nioradze. Zemo Avchalis Samare (The Zemo
Avchala burial ground). SSAZAY (Bulietuin of the State
Museum of Georgia). VI Tbilisi, 1931. pp. 202-203.

" V. Vyrubov. Predmery drevnosti v khranilishche
"Obshchestva Lyubiteler  Kavkazskoi  Arkheologii”
(Objects of antiquity in the depository of the "Society
of Lovers of Caucasian Archaeology”). Thbilisi. 1877.
pp. 29-30: Fr. Bayern. Untersuchungen iber die
dltesten Griiber... p. 36.



resembling a violin. discovered at Mycenae, to
belong to the 14" cent. B.C."

In Prof. Nioradze's view, the fibula found in pit
burial 591 represents a relativity developed type of
fibulae of this kind. being somewhat distanced
from the centre of its origin. Hence, in his opinion,
this bow-shaped fibula and the burial in which it
was found cannot be assigned to a period earlier
than the 14"-13" cent. B.C. In Nioradze's opinion,
this date is strengthened by an Eastern-Caucasian
type bronze axe found in the same burial, a similar
one being given. in his words, "on the figure of the
king of the Hitttes and which belongs
approximately the to same period — the 14"-13%
cent”. In his view. the so-called flat bronze axe
found in this burial is datable to the same period.'”

Chr. Blinkenberg. who devoted a special study
to the so-called Greek and Eastern fibulae. dates
the fibulae with a semicircular bow. discovered in
Greece and Crete. to the 12%-10" cent. B.C. He
believes the rerminus  ante quem ol fibulae with
violin is the 14" cent. B.C."”

If it is borne in mind that the bow-shaped
[ibulae discovered in the Caucasus indeed receive
their form f{rom their counterparts spread in
Greece,'” then. clearly. the terminus ante quen.
determined by Prof. Nioradze for Bayern's pit
burial 591. stands in necd of some specification.
The rerminus ante quemn of the fibula with a bow-
shaped arc, discovered in Greece, is the 12" cent.
B.C. And fibulac of this tyvpe, discovered in
Georgia. which receive their shape from Greek
bow-shaped fibulae. can of course not be of an
earlier period. As to the so-called Eastern South
Caucasian type bronze axe, it should be noted that
axes of this type occur over a fuirly long period of
time."” Hence, I believe that the date of the Bogaz-

"' G. Nioradze, op. cir. pp. 202-203.

'* G. Nioradze, op. cir. pp. 203.

" Chr. Blinkenberg. Fibules grecques et orientales,
Kobenhavn, 1926, pp. 17, 20-21., 59-66.

" Quite a few researchers consider Greek bow-shaped
fibulae to have been the prototype of their Caucasian
counterparts: Ingr. Undest, Zu den iiltesten Fibelypen.
ZE, Berlin, 1889, S. 213-215; Fr. Hancar, Kaukasus-
Luristan, ESA (Eurasia septentrionalis antiqua), IX,
Helsinki, 1934, p. 89: G. Nioradze. op. cir., pp. 202-
203; B. A. Kuftin, K voprosu o drevneishikh kornyax
gruzinskoi kulturi na Kavkaze po dannim arkheologii
(Towards the ancient roots of Georgian culture in the
Caucasus according to the evidence of archaeology).
SSMM. X1I-B, 1944, p. 3106; idem, Arkheologicheskie
raskopki v Trialeti (Archaeological excavations in
Trialeti). Thilisi, 1941, p. 72.

'* G. Gobejishvili, Brinjaos kartuli udzvelesi baltebi
(Ancient Georgian bronze buckles), Tbilisi, 1942, p.
142; D. Koridze, Gviani Brinjaos khanis archeologiuri

keoy bas-reliet will not be helpful in dating axes
of this type. even if a genetic link between the axe
depicted on the bas-relief of Boguz-keoy and the
so-called Eastern South Caucasian type bronze
axces is accepted beyond doubt. So-called flat
bronze axes also occur over a fairly long period of
time.

Therefore, the bronze axes found in pit burial
591 do not stand in the way of specifying the
terminus ante quem dating proposed by Nioradze
for the same burial.

In addition, 1t should be noted that Prot.
Nioradze did not identify the so-called early stage
burial of the Late Bronze Age at the Samtavro
burial ground. He considered Bayern's pit burial
591 to be one of the oldest among those brought to
light at Samtavro. believing that the 13" cent. B.C.
established as the rerminus anre quem for this
burial was applicable to all pit burials."®

Pit burials of the so-called early stage of the
Late Bronze Age were first singled out from the
burials discovered at the Samtavro burial ground
by A. Kalandadze. dircctor of the archaeological
excavations of the northern section of the burial
ground.”” Kalandadze divided the pit burials
unearthed at  Samtavro  into  two  major
chronological groups. uniting the pit burials of the
so-called early stage of the Late Bronze Age in the
first group. and all other pit burials of a later
period in the second group.

Kalandadze's description of the early stage pit
burials of the Late Bronze Age was later corrected
to some extent and specified by other researchers.
Thus, for example, Kalandadze notes that in
burials of the early stage of the Late Bronze Age
only bronze occurs, while iron is represented in an
insignificant proportion."> Now. G. Lomtatidze
rightly observes that in the pit burials of this

dzeglebi Thilisidan (Navtlughi) (Late Bronze Age
archaeological remains from Tbilisi  (Navtlughi)).
SSMM. XVIII-B, 1955, p. 204.

' G. Nioradze, Der Verwahrfund von Kvemo-
Sasirethi (Georgien, Rayon Kaspi), ESA. VII, Helsinki.
1932, S. 82-97; idem . Archeologiuri dazvervebi Mtkvris
kheobashi (Archaeological explorations in the Mitkvari
valle)y, SSMM, X1I1-B. 1944, p. 210-211.

‘7 A. Kalandadze, Mtskhetis arkeologiuri expeditsiis
chrdiloetis jgupis mier 1938-1939 ts. tsarmocbuli
mushaobis mokle angarishi (Brief report on the work
carried out in 1938-1939 by the northern group of the
Mitskheta archaeological expedition), Tbilisi, 1940, pp.
1_05-1 17 (manuscript).

'S A. Kalandadze. op. cit., p. 106.



period there is no trace of iron at the Samtavro
burial ground."”

The burials of the so-called carly stage of the
Late Bronze Age are dated by Kalandadze to the
13"-10" cent. B.C.* in the preliminary reports on
the work done by the northern group of the
Samtavro, while he considers the 9" cent. B.C. to
be the rerminus anie quem of Iron Age burials. He
assigns all the pit burials brought to light at the
Samtavro burial ground to the 13"-5" cent. B.C.”

Prof. B. Kuftin also touches upon the dating of
the pit burials discovered at Samtavro in
connection with the periodization of the remains
discovered in Trialeti.

Kuftin does not take into consideration the pit
burials of the so-called early stage of the Late
Bronze Age. isolated by Kalandadze from the

" G. Lomtatidze, Miskheta-Samtavros archeologiuri
expeditsits chrdilo jgupis 1940 ts. Mushaobis mokle
angarishi (Preliminary brief report of the work done in
1940 by the northern group of the Miskheta-Samtavro
Archaeological Expedition). p. 74, (manuscript).
** A. N. Kalandadze. Kratki predvoritelm otchot o
rabote severnoi grupi Mitsketskoi arkheologicheskoi
expeditsit za 1938-1939 gg. (Brief preliminary report
on the work of the northern group of the Miskheta
Archaeological Expedition in 1938-39), p. 33
(manuscript). 4
*' A. N. Kalandadze. Periodizatsia pamiatnikov Sam-
tavro (Periodization of the Samtavro sites). Annotation
in. KS/IMK, (Brief Reports of the Institute of Material
Culture) XXIV, Moscow-Leningrad, 1949, p. 5.
In his report on the work of the Expedition in 1938-39,
Kalandadze considers the 6™ cent. B.C. as the rerminus
post quem for the pit burials discovered at the Samtavro
burial ground (A. Kalandadze, Brief report....... p.
115). The date of the Samtavro pit burials, supplied by
Kalandadze, are given also by other researchers
working on the materials of the Samtavro burial
ground: Z. Maisuradze, Samtavros ormosamarkhebis
shavi da rukhi kriala keramikis teknologia. (The
technology of the black and grey polished vessels of
the Samtavro pit burials), SSMAE (Bulletin of the
Acad. Sci. Georgian SSR), XIII, n 4, Tbilisi, 1952, p.
249; G. G. Lemmlein, Kamennye busy Samtavrskogo
mogilnika (The stone beads of the Samtavro burial
ground), MSKI (Materials for the History of Georgia
and the Caucasus), section 29, Tbilisi, 1951, pp. 185,
188ff.; M. G. Abdushelishvili, K paleoantropologii
Samtavrskogo mogilnika, (Towards the palaeoanthro-
pology of the Samtavro Burial Ground), Tbilisi, 1954,
p. 14. Here, following Kalandadze, the author dates the
Late Bronze remains, discovered at the Samtavro burial
ground, to the 13"-10" cent. B.C. (corresponding to the
early state of the Late Bronze Age), remains of the
transition period from Bronze to Iron to the 10™-9" cent
B.C. (largely corresponding to remains of the late stage
of the Late Bronze Age), while the remains of the Iron
Age proper to the 8"-4" cent. B.C.
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Samtavro burial ground. and he believes the
Beshtasheni burials of the so-called Late Bronze
Age and those of the first appearance of iron to be
earlier than the Samtavro pit burials. According to
Kuftin, the turn of the 12"-11" centuries is the
terminus ante quem of the Beshtasheni burial
ground.lz

In discussing the Samtavro burial ground,
Kuftin relies only on the sites excavated by
Bayern, among which he considers burials 591
and 606, containing bronze fibulae, to be the
oldest.” Kuftin dates these burials. viz. N 591, to
the period of the Kingdom of Urartu.”* It shoyld
be noted that, on the basis of white cylindrical
beads. Kuftin dates the burial pit 565, excavated
by Bayern. to the same Urartian i'\'ingdom.35

In Kuftin's view, the white cylindrical beads
are contemporaneous with their so-called domino-
like counterparts. Hence. he believes. they could
not have appeared at the Samtavro burial ground
earlier than the period of Urartu.™

In describing the remains brought to lighat v.
Golovino, A. Martirosyan does not concur with
Kuftin's view on the so-called domino-like beads
being characteristic only of Trialeti and quite
rightfully considers burial 565, dug by Bayern. to
be carlier than the burials discovered at Trialeti.”’

Indeed. the volute-headed fibula,™ found in pit
burial 565, and characteristic of remains of the
early stage of the Late Bronze Age. must be
indicative of an earlier date of the cited burial.™”

The issue of dating the pit burials discovered at
Samtavro is touched upon in a number of G.
Lomtatidze's studies. In  his scientific-popular
essay on the results of the work of the Miskheta-
Samtavro Archaeological Expedition, Lomtatidze
concurs with Kalandadze's dating of the Samtavro
pit burials, assigning them to the 13"-15"
centuries B.C.*°

LLomtatidze dealt extensively with the question
of dating the pit burials discovered at the

2 B. A. Kuftin, Arkheologicheskie raskopki..... pp. 69-70.
= Ibid. pp. 67-70.

** Ibid. p. 52.

SMIbid. p. 57"

% Ibid. p. 57.

> 'A. 1. Martirosyan, Raskopki v Golovino
(Excavations at Golovine), Yerevan, 1954, p. 85.

V. Vyrubov, Predmety drevnosti.... p. 2727, pl. VI, 9.

2 N. Okropiridze, Brinjaos tavkhvia Sakindzebi
Samtavros ormosamarkhebidan (Bronze volute fibulae
from the pit burials of Samtavro); in: MSKI, section 29,
S)p. 141-152.

9 G. Lomtatidze, Archeologiuri gatkhrebi sakartvelos
dzvel dedakalakshi (Archaeological excavations in the
ancient capital of Georgia). Tbilisi, 1944, p. 26.

(]



Samtavro burial ground in his thesis for a
Candidate's degree in historical sciences: "Bronze
Daggers and Swords in the Most"Ancient Burials
of Samtavro”. In this work, Lomtatidze identified
for the first time a layer of "handled bronze
daggers" and "flat bronze swords with handles”
among the pit burials at Samtavro, placing the
layer between the so-called leaf-like bronze
daggers and pit burials containing Scythian grave
goods. Besides, Lomtatidze isolated a pit burial (N
44 . south section 1938) from the layer of "bronze
daggers and swords” by way of a working
hypothesis. He placed this burial among those
containing the so-called leaf-like bronze daggers
and bronze dagger-swords. He notes quite
justifiably that the transitional character of this
burial is indicated by the mixed nature of the
grave goods found in it (containing inventory
characteristic of the layer of leaf-like daggers as
well as grave goods typical of later burials) and
the structure and chemical composition of the
dagger discovered in it."'

Lomtatidze singled out pit burials Nos 51 and
211 containing the so-called pointed bronze
swords from the group of handled bronze swords
and. owing 1o the large number of iron items
found in these burials, he considered them to be
older than other burials containing daggers and
swords. "

As the so-called Scythian-type arrowheads do
not occur in burials containing bronze daggers and
swords. Lomtatidze considered the 7" cent. B.C.
as the rerminus  post guem for these burials.” In
determining the rerminus ante quem he gives
different dates at different places of his study.
Thus, e.g. in the chronological diagram the 13"
cent. B.C. is given as the rerminus ante quem for
the burials containing bronze dagger-swords,™
while in the text he dates the same burials to the
turn of the 2™ and 1" millennia B.C.>> The same
must be said about the date of the burials
containing the so-called leaf-like bronze daggers.
In the text Lomtatidze dates these burials to the
last two centuries of the 2™ millennium B.C.,*
while in the chronological diagram of the ancient
burials they are to the second half of the 2™

' G. Lomtatidze. Brinjaos satevrebi da makhvilebi

Samtavros udzveles samarkhebshi (Bronze daggers and
swords in the ancient burials of Samtavro), Tbilisi,
1944, pp. 160-168 (the manuscript was published in
Thilisi, 1974, ppl60-168).

2 Ibid. pp. 336, 345.

X Ibid. pp. 344-346, 355-356.

 Ibid. p. 364.

3 Ibid. pp. 344, 355-356.

3% G. Lomtatidze, ibid. pp. 344, 355-356.

millennium B.C., or more precisely. to the first
two centuries of the second half of the gl
millennium.”’

It should be noted that in his popular scientific
essay published in 1955, Lomuatidze cites the
same dates given by him in his essay published in
1944

Prof. B. Piotrivski also touched upon the issue
of dating the pit burials discovered at Samtavro.
As is known, in many of his works, Piotrovski
advanced the view that in Transcaucasia,
particularly in Georgia. iron metallurgy came into
being and developed under the influence of the
Kingdom of Van.™

Thus. he dates sites containing the most ancient
remains in Georgia, including Bayern's pit burial
591, to the period of the Kingdom of Van. or the
87" cent. B.C.* I have discussed the validity of
Prof. Piotrovski's above views in my 1')upcrs.JI

I shall note here that in his paper read at a
conference of the archaeologists of Caucasia,
Piotrovski transferred the dates of the sites
containing ancient iron items in Transcaucasia
from the 8"-7" to the end of the 2™ millennium
B.C.. while the period of wide adoption of iron to
the 9" cent. B.C.*

" Ibid. p. 364
® G. A. Lomtatidze. Arkhcologicheskie raskopki v
Miskheta (Archacological excavations at Mrskhera).,
Tbilisi, 1955, pp. 45-55.
7 B. B. Piotrovski. Istoria i kultura Urartu (The history
and culture of Urart). Yerevan, 1944, p. 186 idem .
Osnovnye itogi i problemy arkheologicheskogo
izucheniya Zakavkazya (The main results and problems
of the archaeological study of Transcaucasia):
(Scientfic session of the Instuuwte of the History of
Material Culture and of the Stare Hermitage, devoted
to the archaeology of Transcaucasia). Leningrad. 1949,
pp. 42-43: idem., Archeologia Zakavkazya (The
Archaeology of Transcaucasia), Leningrad. 1949, pp.
111, 115-116; idem Karmir-Blur, II. Yerevan, 1950,
pp. 87-88; idem . Skity i Drevnii Vostok (The Scythians
and the Ancient East), SA (Soviet Archacology).
Moscow, 1954, p. 1 14.
“'B. B. Piotrovski. Arkhcologia Zakavkaza pp. 62-63.
*' R. Abramishvili, Rkinis tsarmoebis sakitkhisatvis
sakartveloshi Aspiranta da akhalgazrda IV sametsniero
konperentsia, tezisebi (Towards the mannfacture of
iron in ancient Georgia), Abstracts of Papers of the 4
Conference of Posigraduates and Young Scholars,
Thbilisi, 1953, pp. 36-37;(The paper was published n
Thbilisi in 1961, SSMM. pp. 292-302.
“* B. B. Piotrovski. Zakavkazie i Drevni Vostok
(Transcaucasia and the Ancient East). In the abstract of
this paper, Piotrovski begins the wide mastery of iron
with the 8"-7™ cent. B.C. instead of the 9" cent. B.C.,
as noted in his paper; see Abstracts of Papers at the
15



The issue of dating the pit burials discovered at
Samtavro was addressed by O. Japaridze (oo in
dating the so-called Colchian culture. As is
known. burials 121, 208 and 260 of Samtavro
yielded a Colchian axe each. Japaridze considered
burials 208 and 260 to be contemporancous with
the burial excavated by Nioradze at Zemo
Avchala, concurring with Prof. Nioradze's dating
of the Zemo Avchala burial. He believes the 13"
cent. B.C. to be the rerminus ante guem of burials
208 and 260. And. owing 1o the occurrence of a
large number of iron items in burial 121, Japaridze
brings it to the beginning of the Iron Age. dating it
to the 8" cent. B.C.**

In my view, Japaridze's dating of pit burial 121
1s correct. As to burials 208 and 260, it should be
said that, as noted above, Prof. Nioradze's date for
the Zemo Avchala burial stands in need of some
specification;  furthermore, burial 260 is not

synchronous with burial 208 and with that of

Zemo Avchala. Although not a single iron item
was found in burial 260. it can be said safely that
it must be of a much later date than N 208 and the
Zemo Avchala burials. This is confirmed by the
discovery in burial 260 of bronze bracelets with
knotches on the surface and finger-rings. amber

beads. and other items that occur only in burials of

the period of wide mastery of iron.™

In his work "Archaeological excavations in
Soviet Georgia", G. Gobejishvili concurs with
Kalandadze's dating of the Samtavro pit burials
assigning them to the 13"-3" centuries. The
burials of the so-called early stage of the Late
Bronze Age. singled out from these burials. are
dated by him to the 13"-10" centurics B.C.*

In his work. T. Chubinishvili gives the same
dates for the Samtavro burials.™

Later Chubinishvili altered these dates
established for the Samtavro burials. considering

plenary sessions of a conference on the archaeology of

the Caucasus, held in Yerevan in October 1956, pp. 4-5.
43 0. Japaridze, Kolkhuri tsuli (The Colchian axe),
SSMM. XVI-B. pp. 83-85; idem., Bronzovye topory
Vostochnoi Gruzii (Bronze axes of Western Georgia),
SA, XVIII, 1953, pp, 299-300.

** Similarly to Japaridze, D. Koridze too assigns buriil
260 of Samtavro to the dev c:loped Bronze Age, dating it
to the last centuries of the 2" millennium B.C. See D.
Koridze, Tbilisis arkeologiuri dzeglebi (The
Archaeological Sites of Tbilisi), Thilisi, 1955.

*3 G. Gobejishvili, Arkeologiuri gatkhrebi Sabchota
Sakartveloshi (Archaeological excavations in Soviet
Georgia), Thilisi, 1952, p. 74. S

40" "y N Chublmshwh Drevneishiye gruntovyie
rskogo mogilnika (Ancient ground

cbeniya samtayv
pogrebent) burial ground), KSIIMK, XLVI,

burials of the Samtavro
1952, pp. 54-55.
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the 13"-12" centuries B.C. to be the rerminus anie
quem for the Late Bronze burials.”’*And as a result
of considering the grave goods of barrow burial
243 of the Late Bronze Age, and comparing them
with  materials found in Georgia and other
countries, Chubunishvili assigns the 15" century
B.C. as the terminus ante quem for burials of the
early stage of the Late Bronze Age.™

D. Koridze also addressed the question of
dating the burials discovered at Samtavro. He
rightly notes the need for the specification of
Lomutatidze's dating of the bronze daggers and
swords, adding that independent layers may -be
identificd in the time period assigned to them by
Lomtatidze; Koridze singled out the layers
containing daggers of the so-called East-Georgian
type from Lomtatidze's bronze dagger-sword
layer. considering them to be earlier than the
burials containing bronze daggers. Koridze dated
the complex of these daggers to the 12"-11" cent.
B

In my view, the chronological precedence of
some bronze so-called east-Georgian type daggers
to bronze swords is justified.

As already noted, using the example of burial
44 discovered at the south section of the Samtavro
burial ground, Lomtatidze was the {irst to advance
the working hypothesis on the so-called east-
Georgian type daggers with composite handles
chronologically  preceding  all-metal  bronze
dagger-swords. Disregarding Lomtatidze's
observation  just cited, Koridze did not
differentiate the composite handled daggers from
their all-metal counterparts, considering all of
them to be all-metal daggers.

I stress this point  because daggers with
composite handles must indeed have preceded all-
metal bronze dzwszcrs and to prove the relative
precedence of bronze daggers to bronze swords
Koridze bases himself precisely on composite—
handled dagger complexes.” I believe. some all-
metal daggers too must be earlier than the bronze
swords (e.g. the all-metal bronze daggers found in

“7 7. Chubinishvili, Shida Kartlis gviani brinjaos
khanis kulturis adreuli etapis istoriisatvis (Towards thc.
history of the early stage of the Late Bronze Age ol
Shida (Inner) Kartli). Thesis for the degree of Cand
Hist. Sci. Thilisi. 1953, pp. 267-270, (manuscript).

* 7. Chubinishvili, Thesis for Candideat's degree. PP
270-274; idem., Samtavros qorganuli samarkhi N 243
(Barrow burial 243 of Samtavro), MSKA (Materials for
the History of the Archaeology of Georgia and
Caucasia), v. I, Tbilisi, 1955, pp. 19-23.

* D. Koridze. Gviani Brinjaos khanis.... pp- 83-87;
g(olem Thbilisis archeologiuri dzeglebi, pp. ”03 209.

1bid.



burials 87, 88 and 240. excavated in the north
section of the Samtavro burial ground ); but I take
some of these to be contemporaneous with bronze
swords, e.g. the daggers brought to light in burials
39 (north section) and 275 (south section). This is
indicated both by the burial ground complexes
and the outward signs of these daggers 100.”'

I touched upon the dating of the burial
discovered at Samtavro in my papers cited above.
[n the present paper 1 develop the same view on
the dating of the remains of the Late Bronze Age
and wide mastery of iron discovered at this burial
ground.

The remains brought to light at the Samtavro
burial ground  constitute the richest material
towards dating sites of the Late Bronze Age and
wide adoption of iron.

The following has helped me in the
comparative dating of the pit burials excavated at
Samtavro: a) the large number of burials
uncovered (over 540);”7 b) the absence of
chronological lacunae between the burials, ¢) the
stratigraphic arrangement of the burials, and d) the
fact that the ttems found in these burials (largely
weapons and ornaments) produce a picture of
rapid typological change. To determine the
comparative dates of these burials. I took into
consideration the technique of manufacture of
some of the items and the chemical composition
of objects made of metal.

Apart from comparative dating, the remains of
the Samtavro burial ground  yield good material
for their absolute dating as well: some items found
at this burial ground show parallels with objects
from sites dated with relative precision, this fact
providing a reliable basis for the absolute dating
of the Samtavro pit burials.

[ begin the dating of the Samtavro remains
with consideration of the burial complexes that
allow to establish synchronization with sites dated
with relative precision, and hence serve as the
point of departure for dating the remains of our
interest.

All later burial complexes permit a relatively
precise dating of the Samtavro remains under
discussion; therefore, 1 begin the dating of the
Samtavro remains with a discussion of later
burials.

Of the Samtavro remains it is feasible to date
the so-called Scythian-period burials with relative

*' R. Abramishvili, Rkinis tsarmoebis sakitkhistvis....
pp. 14-16.

>* Burials of the Classical period that are synchronous
with the jar burials discovered at Samtavro are not
listed among these burials.

precision. In order to date the burials of this period
I singled out first those burials that enable their
synchronization with remains dated with relative
precision, due to the grave goods found in them.
And by drawing parallels with these burial
complexes and consideration of stratigraphic data
I tried to identify other. contemporancous burials.

Then [ tried to date other. earlier burials
brought to light at Samtavro.

In the present paper, in describing each layer, |
shall list the items that are characteristic of one or
another layer. The items that occur only in some
one laver will be singled out. At the same time |
shall touch upon the features characteristic of this
imdividual layer.

As alrcady noted. in the period of our present
interest the latest remains correspond to the so-
called Scythian period. The following items are
characteristic of the Samtavro burial ground and
occur only in burials of this period: weapons of
bronze™ (pl. Is) 55.57.59.65)- il'on“(pl. [55). and bone™
(pl.  ls) "Scythian type arrowheads”. bone
tetrahedral, round so-called arrow-head™ (pl. Isa).
iron flat-edged swords™ (pl. Igg). a largish iron
duggcr"‘ covered with bronze plate (pl. Is). iron
akinakes™, various type iron axes®™ (pl. L)
conical iron bayonets®" (pl. Ii) and iron
arrowheads resembling these bayonets” (pl. ls: s.).

Horse harness made of bone occurs only in
burials of this layer (fragments of a bit ()" (pl
I: 20 and small items of cvlindrical shapc"" (pl.
[42).

Of items connected with clothes the following
should be noted as characteristic only of this layer
and occurring only in burials of this layer: bronze

5

bow fibula with a composite lug® (pl. 1:2), bronze

* Pit burials 20, 27. 71, 104, 106. 194. 293, 319. As the
majority of the burials of our interest have been
discovered in the north section of the burial ground for
brevity the section will be referred to only in listing the
burials uncovered in the south section.

** Pit burial 293.

> Pit burial 100.

" Pit burial 104.

>7 Pit burials 71, 195, 293, 310.

f\' Pit burial 243.

> Pit burials 27, 50. 99. 212, 291, 295. trace of pit
burial 24

“ Pit burials 8,27, 99, 196, 212, 250, wace of pit burial 14.
! Pit burials 99. 243.

°* Pit burial 104.

% Pit burial 106.

% Pit burials 50, 106, 291, 255.

% Pit burial 1.



fibula with an angular head® (pl. Ls.30) and fibulae
with an iron rod and bronze head® (pl. I, 1,).

Of metal ornaments, characteristic only of this
layer are: bronze bracelets™ and ring for the shin®
with schematic representation of a snake (?) on the
top (pl. Is33s40). finger-rings made of flat bronze
plates™ (pl. I o.0,), bronze’ and iron™ hoops (pl.
I,.3), silver temple pcnd;mts-'3 (pl. I,3) and ear-
rings,74 (pl. I22). It should be noted here that at the
Samtavro burial ground silver items do not occur
in earlier burials.

Of beads. occurring only in burials of this layer
and characteristic of it, the following should be
cited: jet beads™ (pl. Tixys) and conical’® beads
made of white paste, as well as biconical”’ ones
with lengthwise grooves (pl. 1,:15).

Of the items characteristic of burials of this
layer and found only as an exception in burials of
an earlier layer the following should be noted:
curved iron knives™® (pl. 1} 417072). plain bracelets
made of fine bronze wire”” of round or oval cross-
section (pl. I5,), amber beads™ (pl. T16.20) and low,
biconical sard beads® with truncated ends (pl. 151).

Compared to burials of an earlier layer, glass

beads are represented in more variety in terms of

forms and colour (pl. I.;).

It should be stressed also that. apart from
arrowheads, weapons in burials of this period are
of iron only. A bronze axe was found in pit burial
195 of this layer; however, it is an exception for
this layer. Besides, it should be noted that burial
195 must be one of the earliest burials among
those of this layer according to other grave goods
oo.

Of the pit burials discovered at Samtavro.
burials containing the so-called "Scythian-type
arrowheads” are amenable to dating. with
relatively more precision. Nine such burials have

% Pit burials 295, 319. trace of pit burial 28, etc.
7 Pit burials 28, 65.
% pit burials 8, 83, 57, 117, 196, 206, 213, 220, 225, 319.
® Pit burial 236.
0 pit burials 57, 181, 200, 207, 230, 255, 295, 310.
7! pit burials 163 (south section), 207, 245, 255, 273.
2 Pit burials 107, 255.
7} Pit burials 117, 129, 210, trace of pit burial 28.
¥ pit burials 83, 191, 206, 207.
7S pit burials 3, 206, 273.
70 pit burials 200, 236.
77 Pit burials 84, 29, 154.
78 pit burials 1, 2, 31, 50, 106, 130, 137, 153, 181, 186,
200. 250, 309, 310.
79 pit purials 2, 29, 83, 104, 200, 210, 255, 295, 303, 320.
80 pir burials 8. 50. 57, 99, 106, 117, 196, 207, 210,
529 230, 235, 257.271 and traces of burials 24, 36
'“‘TPE[ Suralsi, 2, 57, 76 92, 104, 106, 129, 130, 137,
194. 195, 204, 207, 210, 226, 229, 230, 235, 236, 255, elc.

18

9

been excavated at Samtavro.®® In these nine
burials forty "Scythian type arrowheads" have
been found — one of iron. two of bone and the rest
of bronze.

Among the 37 "Scythian-type" bronze
arrowheads found at Samtavro 8 principal kinds of
arrowhead are identifiable: 1) laurel leaf-like, two-
winged, with a spur on socket (pl. Isssy), 2)
rhomboid, without a spur, with a socket (pl. Is;);
3) rhomboid, with a spur on socket (pl. Isqs0): 4)
ordinary two-feathered, without a spur, with
socket; 5) of the same type, with two wings, with
spur on socket; 6) with three wings, without spur,
with socket (pl. Igs); 7) with three wings. with spur
on socket (pl. lsy), and 8) trihedral. with short
socket, without spur (pl. I43).

Of the above-listed eight arrowheads. laurel-
leat-like two-winged ones are considered to be the
carliest. This i1dea was put forward first by P.
Rau® who devoted a serious study to the dating of
"Scythian-type" bronze arrowheads of the Volga
arca. In his opinion, laurel-leaf-like bronze
arrowheads are, by their shape, closest to the
bronze spearheads occurring in the Late Bronze
Age, which he believes to have been the
prototypes of arrowheads of this type. In Rau's
view, apart from typological features. the carly
crigin of laurel leaf-like arrowheads is well-
proved by the fact that arrowheads of the shape do
not occur in burials of the 6" cent. B.C.. their
degenerated varieties having been discovered in
the Malaya Tsimbalka complex, which is dated to
a period earlier than the 6" cent. B.C.™ On the
basis of the foregoing., Rau dates laurel-like
bronze arrowheads, generally. to the 7" cent.
B.C.5

The dating of laurel-leaf-like arrowheads was
discussed by A. lessen too. One half of a mould
for casting arrowheads of this type was discovered
in 1939 near Novocherkassk, in a hoard found by
chance. As a result of studying this mould, Iessen
arrived at the conclusion that the long-socketed,
laurel-leaf-like arrowheads come typologically
closest to bronze spearheads occurring in the first
half of the 1* millennium B.C., which Iessen, as
well as Rau, considers to have been the prototypes
of arrowheads of this type. A study of these

82 Pit burials 20, 27. 71, 104, 106, 194m 293m 319 and
N 592 excavated by Bayern.

83 p. Rau, Die Griiber der frithen Eisenzeit im unteren
Wolgagebiet, Studien zur Chronologie der skythischen
Pfeilspitze; Mirteilungen des  Zentralmusewns, [
Pokrowsk, 1929, p. 30, 30, pl. 3DE., pl. XV, 2A. pl.
XX, 1A, pl. XVII, 4A.

8 p_Rau, op. cit.. pp. 30, 31, pl. X1V, 2 A-H.

5 bid., pp. 32-33.



arrowheads led Iessen to the conclusion that the
long-socketed arrowheads represented on the
Novocherkassk mould are earlier than the short-
socketed laurel-leaf-like bronze arrowheads found
in the Malaya Tsimbalka complex. According to
him, the arrowheads represented on the
Novocherkassk mould should not be dated later
than the turn of the 8"-7" cent. B.C. lessen arrives
at approximately the same date as a result of his
detailed study of the bronze cheek-pieces and bits
found in the Novocherkassk hoard.™

Laurel-leaf-like arrowheads at Samtavro were
found in burials 104 and 194. The arrowhead (N
2070) from burial 104, apart from the outline of
the head. resembles laurel-leaf-like arrowheads
with their characteristic refined forms. lightness
and high round cross-section ridge running all
along the head (pl. Iss).

Arrowhead 2070 stands close to the laurel-leaf-
like arrowheads found in the Malaya Tsimbalka
complex.*” By its shape this arrowhead is rather
removed from Late Bronze Age spearheads that
are considered to have been their prototypes.
Owing (o this, arrowhead 2070 should be
considered to be Jater than the long-socketed and
spurless  arrowheads  represented  on  the
Novocherkassk  mould and. similarly to the
Malaya Tsimbalka arrowheads. they should be
assigned to a period later than the 6" cent. B.C.

Arrowhead 4220 (pl. Is7). found in burial 194,
is close in shape to arrowhead 2070. Unlike
arrowhead 2070, arrowhead 4202 has a lower
ridge along its edge. Unlike the two-winged
arrowheads of the subsequent period, both these
arrowheads are of finer workmanship and lighter.
Because of all this, [ believe that arrowhead 4202,
like arrowhead 2070, should be dated to a period
carlier than the 6" century B.C.

The early origin of arrowhead 2070 is attested
also by the fact that, together with it, 4« rhomboid
bronze arrowhead was discovered in burial 194
(pl. 15(,)-'“

On the example of the Malaya Tsimbalka
complex, Rau considers the rhomboid arrowheads
to be earlier than the 6" cent. B.C.. dating it to the
72 centB.C.*

% A. A. lessen, K voprosu o pamiatnikakh VIII-VII vv.
yuge evropeiskoi chasti SSSR (Novocherkasskii klad)
(Towards the 8™-7" cent. B.C. sites in the south of the
European part of the USSR (the Novocherkassk hoard
of 1939)), SA. XVIII, 1953, pp. 107-109.

*"P. Rau, op. cit., p. 31. pl. XIV, 2B. D. E.

% In the field Journal this arrowhead too is entered
under the number 4202.

* P. Rau, op. cit., pp. 28. 29, 31-33, pl. XIV, 3A-C, pl.
XV, A -C.

As a result of considering the items found in
complexes of the Scythian period. Iessen adjusts
Rau's dating (7" cent. B.C.), and dates the Malaya
Tsimbalka complex, along with complexes
containing similar items, to the second half of the
7% cent. B.C.?

Bronze arrowheads with rhomboid spur occur
also in burials 106, 293 and 319. Spurless
rhomboid arrowheads were found in burial 71 (pl.
Is;) and in burial 592, the latter excavated by
Baycrn.o'

In my view, these burials too should be dated
to circa the second half of the 7" or the turn of the
7"-6" cent. B.C. The latter date is suggested by
the discovery in burials 71 and 319 of forms
transitory from rhomboid bronze arrowheads to
ordinary two-winged spearheads, and on the other
hand, the discovery of rhomboid bronze
spearheads together  with "Scythian-type"
arrowheads characteristic of the first half of the 6"
cent. B.C.”*

All other types of arrowheads (two-teathered,
with spur on the socket; three-winged, with spur
on the socket; three-winged. spurless and trihedral
short-socketed, spurless) discovered at the
Samtavro burial ground, and resembling Scythian-
type bronze arrowheads. occur in the Kelermes
barrows.”*

All modern researchers place the Kelermes
barrows within the first half of the 6™ cent. B.C.
Thus. as a result of a stylistic analysis of the
imported items discovered in the Kelermes burials
K. Schefold dates these burials to the second
quarter of the 6" cent. B.C.™

As the result of a detailed study of the electrum
plate covering a silver mirror discovered in one of
the Kelermes barrows excavated by Schulz, Prof.
M. Maksimova arrives at the conclusion that the
master-decorator of the mirror must have made it
in the 580s-570s B.C.”

" A. A. lessen, Nekotoriye pamyatniki VIII-VII vv. na

Severnom Kavkaze (Some sites of the 8" 7" cent. B.C.
in the Northern Caucasus), VSSA (Questions of Scytho-
Sarmatian Archaeology), Moscow, 1954, p. 119.

’' At present the bronze arrowhead (N 1413), found in
burial 71, has its socket removed in order to study the
technique of manufacture, but it is clear from the field
description that it was spurless.

°* Pit burials 106, 293.

“* P. Rau, op. cit. pl. 1.

’* K. Schefold, Der skythische Tierstil in Siidrussland.
ESA, XII. 1937, pp. 8-13.

LIRS ) Maksimova, Serebryannoe zerkalo is
Kelermesa (A silver mirror from Kalermes). SA. XXI,

1954, pp. 303-304.
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[essen repeatedly dealt with the question of
dating the Kelermes barrows. Owing to the
resemblance with one another of the items found
in these barrows. he placed all of them in a
relatively short time period. and as a result of a
consideration of the items brought to light in these
barrows and a thorough study of the curbs and
bits. he comes 10 the conclusion that the main part
of these barrows should be dated to the second
quarter of the 6" cent. B.C. He transfers some
complexes to the first quarter of the 6" cent.
BIGE

Arrowheads resembling the "Scythian-type"
two-winged and three-winged spurred arrowhcads
discovered at Samtavro. and moulds for casting

them, have been discovered in the ruins of

Carchemish.

It is clear from the excavations at Carchemish
that this layer belongs to 604 B.C., when the city
was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar. This layer is
dated well to the end of the 7" cent B.C. by
Egyptian items as well, viz. an imprint of the seal

of Nekho (611-595 B.C.) and the bronze seal of

. - Vi

Psametichus I (665-611 B.C.).”
A burial discovered on the left bank of the
Tsukur estuary on the Taman peninsula is dated to

] -
the early 6" cent. B.C. by means of the so-called
Rhodian oinochoe. Along with other items. nine
"Scythian type" bronze arrowheads and one two-
. . Ox ~ . . .

winged iron arrowhead™ were found in this burial.

A, A. lessen. Mozdokskii mogilnik v ryadu
pamyatnikov Severnogo Kavkaza. Arkheologicheskiye
ekspeditsii Ermitazha. I, Mozdokskii mogilnik (The
Mozdok burial ground among the sites of the Northern
Caucasus.  Archaeological  Expeditions of  the
Hermitage, 1, The Mozdok burial ground). Leningrad,
1940, pp. 38-49; idem, Grecheskaya kolonizatsya
Severnogo Prichernomoriya (Greek colonizarion of the
northern Black Sea area). Leningrad, 1947, pp. 40, 45;
idem, K voprosu o pamyatnikakh...., pp. 100-101;
idem, Nekotoriye pamyatniki...., pp. 112-114.
7 C. L. Wolley, Carchemish, part II. London. 1921,
Pp- 125-126, 130, pls. 22b, 22b. ‘
’* E. Prushevskaya dates this burial, with the aid of this
oinochoe, to the turn of the 7-6" cent. B.C., and the
oinochoe itself to the last quarter of the 7" cent. B.C.
(E. Prushevskaya. Rodosskaya vaza i bronzovie
veshchi iz mogilnika na Tamanskom poluostrove (A
Rhodian vase and bronze items from a burial ground on
the Taman peninsula), [AK, (Transactions of the
al Commission), issue 63,1917, p. 48, fig.
searchers have shifted the date of the
manufacture of this Milesian-Rhodian vcgsel_ from the
th ~ent. B.C. to the beginning of the
last quarter of the 7" ce L L
6™ cent. B.C. (lessen. Grecheskaya ”010"‘ 5‘y§’-0--z' p-
65: M. Maksimova, Serebryano¢ zerka Ot nREe s
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the Samtavro burial 293 having yielded a similar
one (pl. Isg).

Arrowheads resembling the Samtavro
"Scythian-type” bronze arrowheads have been
brought to light in the Urartian city-fortress
Teishebain.  Prof.  Piotrovski  dates  these
arrowhcads to the first quarter of the 6™ cent.
<

I believe, all the above-cited parallels give
sufficient ground to date the Samtavro burials
containing "Scythian-type" bronze wrowheads to
the second half of the 7%- and first half of the 6"
cent. B.C.

As already noted. this layer is best dated by
means of "Scythian-type” arrowheads. The dating
of this layer is supported and somewhat specified
by some other items discovered at the Samtavro
burial ground. Thus, e.g. the iron akinakes found
at Samtavro also serve as a basis for dating this
layer. Six iron akinakes have been found here.'™
These akinakes have an axle-like handle-head and
tall, butterfly-like hilt (pl. I;,).

Iron  akinakes with  this  characteristic.
discovered to date in large numbers, considered
along with other accompanying grave goods. are
dated fairly well to the 6" cent. B.C.'"!

The bone items (N 2098). one fragment of
which must be a representation of a griffin (7).
widesprecad in "Scythian culture”, and other
fragments — a representation of a horse's leg (pl.
. :2), discovered in the Samtavro burial 1006,
come within the 6" cent. B.C.

Bone bits were fairly widespread in "Scythian
culture”, one end ol the bit ending with the head
of a fantastic animal or horse, and the other end

102

» . ~ ' 02
with the representation of a horse's leg.”’

" B. B. Piotrovski, Istoria i kultura Urartu pp. 188,
305, fig. 53; idem, Skify v Zakavkazye (Scythians in
Transcaucasa), Transactions of Leningrad State
university, Series of HHistorical Sciences, 13, Leningrad,
1949, p. 176; idem, Karmir-Blur, I, Yerevan, 1950. p.
86. figs 55, 63, idem, Skifyii Drevnii Vostok, p. 141.
' Nos 601 (burial 27), 1096 (burial 50), 2025 (burial
99)m 6177 (burial 291), 6555 (burial 295).

g Pridik, Melgunovski klad (The Melgunov
hoard), 1863, MAR (Materials for the Archaeology of
Russia), issue 31, St.Petersburg. 1911, pp. 14, 21. figs.
1. 2, pl. I. V. A. Illinska, Kurgan Starshaya mogila
(The Starshaya mogila barrow), Arkhieologiva. X. Kiev.
1951, p. 199, pl. L. fig. 1; P. D. Liberov. Khronologiya
pamyatnikov Pridneprovya skifskogo vremeni (The
chronology of the Dnieper area of the Scythian period)
VSSA 1954, pp. 132-166.

Y2 See e.g. OAK (Reports of the Archaeological
Commission) for 1904, St.Petersburg, 1904, 1907, p.
103, fig. 185; B. A. Bobrinski, Kurgany i sluchainye
nakhodki bliz mestechka Smely (Barrows and casual



Part of the bone items discovered in burial 106.
must, I believe. be a broken bit of this type.

[tems resembling fantastic animals represented
on bone bits, characteristic of "Scythian culture"”.
occur also in the barrows of Kelermes'” and in
the Urartian city-fortress of Teishebain.'"

All these sites, where the above bone bits and
representation of the heads of fantastic animals
were discovered, are dated well to the 6" cent.
B.C. It should also be noted that bone bits no
longer occur on later period sites.'”

Apart from the items listed above, this layer is
dated well by the bow-shaped bronze two-piece
fibula  (pl. 1.32) and the curved iron knives (pl.
1.11.44.70.72). As rightly noted by Prof.
Piotrovski. curved iron knives turned into items
characteristic of Transcaucasian burial grounds
from the end of the 7" cent. B.C.'"" A (wo-piece
fibula and curved i1ron knives were discovered at
Karmir-Blur too.'”’

As seen from the foregoing, by means of all the
above-listed items this layer is dated well to the
second half of the 7"-and the 6" cent. B.C.

It is not ruled out that some pit burials entered
here 1n this laver may go bevond the chronological
bounds established for the burials of this layer.
However. the bulk of them should doubtless be
dated to the indicated period (second half of the 7"
- to the 6" cent. B.C.).

In Eastern Georgia. burials svnchronous with
this laver have been discovered at Tsitsamuri,'”
Dvani.'” Manglisi.,"'" near v. Beshtasheni, on the
right bank of the river Bashkev-su,''" at the burial
ground of Zemolisa.''” ete.

finds near the small town of Smela), III. St.Petersburg.
1901, pls. XII, VIII; V. A. Illinska, op. cir.

9% 0AK for 1904, St.Petersburg, 1907, p. 21, tig. 146.
p. 24, figs 157, 159. 160.

"' B. B. Piotrovski. Karmir-Blur, 1. p. 96, fig. 64.

' B. A. Ilinska. op.cir.

" B. B. Piotrovski, Istoria i kultura Urartu, p. 185;
idemn., Karmir-Blur. I, p. 37.

7 B. B. Piotrovski. op.cir.. idem.. Karmir-Blur, 11,
fig. 18.
' 0. Wesendonk. Archiiologisches aus dem

Kaukasus, AA (Archiologischen Anzeiger) XL 1-2,
Berlin, 1925, S. 49-50.

7 'S, Makalatia, Dvanis nekropolis archeologiuri
gatkhrebi (Archaeological excavarions of the Dvani
necropolis), Thilisi, 1948.

"' L. Melikset-beg, Manglisis nekropoli (The Manglisi
Necropolis), Chveni metsniereba (Our Science), N |,
Thilisi 1924, pp. 82-87.

"' B. A. Kuftin. Arkheologicheskie raskopki, p. 48.

"2 0. Japaridze, Samkhret Osetis arkeologiuri
expeditsiis angarishi (Report of the archaeological

The earlier laver burials. discovered at
Samtavro. are dated here to ca 8" cent. B.C. - first
half of the 7" cent. B.C.

Characteristic of burials of this period. and
occurring only in burials of this layer are: two-
winged. long-tabbed bronze'"” (pl. Ligsawoars) and
iron'"* (pl. I110.115) arrowheads. long iron swords''”
(pl. T116.117) and iron duggcr._'“(' of various types
(pl. Is2.36.88-39)-

Iron bracelets'!” (pl. Isx) — not found in earlier
burials of Samtavro — occur for the first time in
burials of this layer. as well as finger-rings'*® (pl.
[;7) and bow-shaped fibulae'"” (pl. l,p3). bronze
bracelets with notched surface’™ (pl. Ls) and
finger-rings'™" (pl. I-¢), sard. so-called bell-shaped
and pentahedral beads *** (pl. I-:) and roscttes
made of bronze pluques“‘:‘ (pl. 1,,5).

In this respect burial 70 is an exception at the
Samtavro burial ground: for a number of features I
discuss it together with burials of an earlier layer.
vielding a bronze finger-ring with notched surface,
the so-called bell-shaped sard bead. and other
items characteristic of a later period.

It should be noted also that in the Zemo
Avchala burial. which is carlier than the burials of
this layer, we find both pentahedral and so-called
bell-shaped beads.'™ 1 believe. this fact serves as
one proof of the Zemo Avchala burial being of a
later date, as compared to the burials containing
cut-end swords.

In burials of the 8" -first half of the 7™ cent.
B.C. ornaments (both female and male) occur in u
larger number than in carlier period burials.

Of items characteristic of burials of the
subsequent period the following are absent in this
layer: "Scythian-tvpe" arrowheads. broad-bladed
iron sword. iron akinake. bronze two-picce bow-
shaped fibula, silver temple ring and ear-ring. flat
bronze finger-ring. so-called torque of bronze and

expedition of South Ossetia), Thilisi, 1952
(manuscript).

'3 pit burials 38, 121, 202, 276, 303; trace of burial 26.
1 pit burials 121, 174.

Y15 pit burials 38. 48. 55. 72. 79, 83, 96a. 112,121, 123,
147. 174, 202, 225, 262, 272. 276. 307. 317, 31 (south
section and trace of burial 41).

¢ pit burials 88, 79, 225,272, 292, 307, wrace of burial 26.
17 pitburials:72, 123

"% pit burial 303.

O Pit burials 174, 276: trace of burial 41.

120 pit burials 88. 38. 55, 72, 96a, 112, 121. 174, 260.
307. 317. and traces of burials 26, 41.

2! pit burials 88. 38. 55. 72.96a. 112, 121, 260, 272.
122 Pit burials 88. 96a, 112, 121, 174, 260. 307, 317 and
traces ol bunials 26. 41.

'23 Pit burials 38, 276.

>4 G. Nioradze, Zemo Avchala .... pp. 218-219. fig. 8.
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iron, and bronze bracelet with a stylized
representation of an animal's head at the ends.

As compared to burials of the next layer,
bronze weapons occur in greater number in burials
of this period: Colchian type axes'* (pl. Io5) and
whole-socketed'*® (pl. Ig,) and open-socketed'”’
spearheads (pl. 1,04).

Nevertheless. it should be noted that in burials
of this period weapons are usually of iron. while
bronze occurs but seldom.

Besides the foregoing. stratigraphic data also
point to the chronological difference of the burials
of these two layers. Thus, e.g. pit burial 29 of the
following layer lies above burial 30 of this laver,
burial 236 above 237, burial 248 above burial 249,
burial 300 above burial 301. and burial 212 above
burial 216 (pl. II). According to stratigraphic data
burials of the layer are distinguishable from earlier
burials. Thus. burial 274 of this layer is above
burial 286 of the Late Bronze Age. while burial
96a is above burial 956 of the period of transition
from bronze to iron (pl. 111).

As seen above, burials of this layer date from a
period earlier than the second half of the 7" cent
B.C. Its rerminus ante quem must reach to the
beginning of the 8" cent. B.C. This date is
supported by the long-hooked arrowheads. Similar
arrowheads have been discovered among the ruins
of the Urartian citv-fortress Teishebain. These
arrowheads bear the inscriptions of their owners —
kings of 8" cent. B.C. Urartu. One arrowhead of
this type belongs to Argishti I (781-760 B.C.). and
three to Sarduri 11 (760-730 B.C.)."*"

In Eastern Georgia synchronous with burials of
this layer are: burials of Dmanisi'™ and the
majority of the burials discovered at the Tak-kilisa
burial ground."* iron swords with bronze handles.
discovered in Akhaltsikhe district'*' (pl. I 01.102).
iron daggers discovered in v. Patardzeuli, etc.'**

I consider the burials of two layers of an earlier
period jointly, as these two layers largely differ

'2% Pit burials 121, 260.

'2¢ pit burials 96a, 225. 276.

'27 it burial 55.

128 B. B. Piotrovski, Karmir-Blur, I1I, Yerevan, 1953,

p- 40, figs. 29, 30.

129 G. Nioradze. Dmanisis nekropoli da misi zogierti

tavisebureba (The Dmanisi necropolis and some of its
eculiarities). SSMM, X1, 1947, pp. 1-56.

% B. A. Kuftin, Arkheologicheskiye raskopki..... PP-

56-83, 63.

131 The sword depicted in fig. 702, pl. I is preserved in

the Moscow Muscum of History, and the sword in fig.

101 is kept in the Museum of Akhaltsikhe.

132 Both swords are preserved in the State Museum of

Georgia. N 10-12: 22b and 2:30:7.
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from ecach other by a relative scarcity of iron
items.

The following are characteristic of and occur
only in these two layers: bronze round-ended"
(pl. I;ss) and cut-ended'?** (pl. I)ss) swords. bronze
daggers of more or less differing sizes and a tall
cap on the handle'*? (pl. Tis3asa184). 1ron swords
with handles lost'*® (pl. Li22152), and iron swords'’
with bronze handles, resembling bronze swords
(pl. Tjzg), iron leat-like daggcrs”‘* (pl Ijis.133.047)
and the so-called Ganja-Karabakh type daggers'”’
(pl. I140). Colchian-type iron axe'* (pl. I;33). bone
arrowheads resembling thin triangular bronze
arrowheads'! (pl. I;s9), bronze statues of deer'
(pl. Ij37), bronze tubes.'*  bronze so-called
shoulder and armpit plaques'™  (pl. I,s3) and
hoops'™ (pl. lige,7s) and bronze’* and bone'’
groove-like items of indeterminate purpose.

The following occur in burials of this period
and are characteristic of this layer: iron spearheads
with a bronze hoop round the socket'** (pl. Lizo.071)s
glazed pottery'™ and — compared to other burials —
deer antler roots with long projections (pl. I,4,).

As a sequel to the foregoing and with account
of the stratigraphic data (see pl. III). I believe it is
fairly obvious that burials of this layer from a
separate group and are of carlier date than those
of the 8" -first half of the 7" cent. B.C. discovered
here.

133 pit burials 56. 77. 96b. 152.

** Pit burial 208 and N 591, excavated by Bayern.

133 Pit burials 39, 51, 208, 211, 279, N 591, excavated
by Bayern and Nos. 29, 96, 275, excavated in the south
section.

136 pit burials 19, 44, 51, 83, 95, 119, 151, 177, 211.
181 and Nos. 91 and 375. discovered in the south
section.

137 pit burials 70, 168, 289.

3% pit burials 70, 114, 134, 311 and N 184 discovered
in the south section.

139 pPit burial 177.

140 Pit burial 70.

M1 Pit burials 44, 56, 211, 279 and 284 brought to light
in the south section.

142 pit burials 56. 77, 96b. 152, 208.

'3 Pit burials 56, 77, 96b, 152, 208.

'*% Pit burials 51, 95b, 119, 208 and 29 found in the
south section.

"5 Pit burials 39, 44, 51, 65b, 114, 119, 208. 211 and
29 discovered in the south section

146 pit burials 168, 211 and N 591, excavated by
Bayern.

'*7 Pit burials 44, 56, 119, 221.

4% pit burials 19, 51, 218, 281, and 336 found in south
section. %

149 Pit burials 77, 96b, 168, 208, 289 and 591.
excavated by Bayern.



Bearing in mind the greater or lesser presence
of iron grave goods in these burials, two
independent layers arc identifiable. The burials in
which iron is already dominant are identified as a
separate layer, while bronze weapons occur in rare
cases,”” whereas in the second, earlier layer iron
weapons and tools of other purpose occur
alongside bronze weapons. However, such
weapons as swords and daggers'®' were still made
of bronze. I assign this layer to the period of
transition from bronze to iron.

Even 1n burials of transition from bronze to
iron, with account of the layer or smaller number
of iron items, chronologically alternating burials
are identifiable.’”®  Thus, e.g. of burials with
bronze swords. those'”’ containing swords with
rounded ends are carlier. and burials'** containing
swords with cut-off ends are relatively later.
Wheraeas of the four burials containing bronze
swords with rounded ends an iron item was found
only in one, and that too. in the form of a small
knife blade'™ (pl. 156): in all burials yielding
swords with cut-off ends one or several iron items
have been found. Thus., e.g., in pit burial 391,
excavated by Bayern, a spearhead and small wire
hook attached to a bronze double-block-like
shoulder plaque'™ were found. Burial 208,
excavated by the Miskheta Archaeological
Expedition yiclded a knife, the Zemo Avchala
burial — a spearhead and dagger. while the burial
excavated by Prof. E. Taqaishvili at Vorkani —
knife and spearhead.””’ Iron occurs also in a burial
containing a bronze sword with a cut-off end,
excavated at Bakurtsikhe."™

0 Pit burials 19, 44, 70, 83, 114, 119, 134, 151, 168,
177,281,289, 311 and Nos 91, 284, 375, uncovered in
the south section, etc.

'*! Pit burials 39, 51, 56, 77, 96b, 152, 208, 211, 279,
and 29, 96, 275 found in the south section.

'*2 Pit burials 56, 77, 966, 152

> Pit burials 208 and Bayern's 591.

'** Pit burial 56.

'S Fr. Bayern, Untersuchungen uber die dltesten
Graber ..., S. 36.

'Sf’ G. Nioradze, Zemo Avchalis...., pp. 210-211.

“7 File the N 17, 1894, of the Archaeological
Commission. Journal of the excavations carried out by
E. S. Tagqaishvili on behalf of the Imp. Achaeol.
Comm. in summer 1894 at various places of Borchalo
district of Tiflis Gubernia. The manuscript of the
journal is preserved in the Archive of the Leningrad
Department of the Institute of the History of Material
culture.

'8 A. Apakidze, Bakurtsikhis arkeologiurt dzeglebi
(Archaeological sites of Bakurtsikhe). Tbilisi, 1940 pp.
186-188, (manuscript).

In comparison with bronze swords with
rounded ends. the late date of swords with cut-off
ends is indicated by the fact that swords with cut-
off ends are much more developed than those with
rounded ends.

Pit burials 51 and 211, containing long bronze
daggers are of later date than those containing
bronze swords. Of iron items found in these
burials we have: one sword in each with the
handle lost (pl. I52). two knife blades in cach (pl.
Iss.151). and one spearhead in each (pl. [}7)).
Besides, one iron arrowhead was found in burial
211, and four arrowheads in N 51 (pl. I;4,), as well
as a "frame-like” object of indeterminate purposc.
Of bronze weapons. in these burials we find: long
all-metal daggers. one spearhead in each and
arrowheads. In addition. in both burials we find
iron swords. whose technique of manufacture
points to a higher level of iron metallurgy.

I date the sites of transition from bronze to iron
to circa 11™-10" cent. B.C.

As is known. Bayern's burial 591 yielded a
bronze so-called sub-Mycenaean-type bow-shaped
fibula (pl. I,40) — one of the earliest fibulae of this
type discovered in Georgia. In Greece, where
these fibulae derive their form. similar ones occur
only in the 12"-10" cent. B.C."™

Apart from this fact. my dating of burials of
transition from bronze to iron is also supported by
the chronological alternation of the layers
identified at the burial ground. 1 date the layer
following the layers of the period of transition
from bronze to iron to circa 9" cent B.C. This date
is suggested by the occurrence of this layer
between those dated to the 11"-10" cent. B.C. and
the first half of the 8"-7" cent. B.C. I considered
burial 70 together with burials of this layer, in
which iron weapons characteristic of this period
were brought to light. As already noted. this burial
contains items characteristic of the subsequent
layer (a finger-ring with notched surface, so-called
bell-shaped sard beads, etc). Hence in my opinion
burial 70 is of a comparatively later date than the
other burials of this layer and, I believe. it should
be assigned to the beginning of the 8" cent. B.C.

Of the remains brought to light on the territory
of Eastern Georgia the following seem to be
synchronous with this layer: part of the burials
uncovered at the Tsintsqaro burial ground in
Trialeti, the stone cist containing the so-called
Ganja-Karabakh-type iron dagger,'® the burial

%9 Chr. Blinkenberg. Fibules grecques et orientales....
pp. 17, 20-21. 59-66.
19 B. A. Kuftin, Arkheologicheskiye raskopki.... pp. 56-

58. 63.
23



containing an iron dagger with a bronze handle‘
found in v. Kushehi.'®' and the bronze handle of
an iron dagger discovered between Borjomi and
Khashuri.'®
On sites of transition from bronze (O iron the
earlier layer belongs to the Late Bronze Age.
Iron items do not occur in burials of this period
at the Samtavro burial ground. Through-out the
entire South Caucasus only three iron items have
come to light on sites synchronous with Lhis.laycr:
a dagger. in burial 18 discovered n W
Beshtasheni, on the right bank of the river Geriak-
chai.'®® a knife, in burial 13 of the same burial
ground, and a pendant. found in an accidentally
discovered burial near v. Shilda.'®

The so-called East-Georgian 1ype bronze
c01nposi1e~handled dug_fger”’S (pl- Ta02) and an all-
metal dagger. with a low head on the handle,
distinguishing it from daggers of the transitional
period from bronze 10 iron'® (pl. Laoo01). @ bronze
chisel'™ (pl. lys) and the so-called East
Transcaucasian-type bronze axe,'® which is more
massive and has taller and pointed wings'™ in
comparison with axes of the subsequent period
(pl. Liga). are all characteristic of burials of this
period and occur only in burials of this layer. Of
ornaments, characteristic of this layer are: barrel-
like sard beads and large-sized beads resembling
almond stones' " (pl. Igs).

Burials of this layer are also characterized by
deer antler roots with short projectionsm (pl. I1n9).
massive bronze fibulae with mushroom-like
heads'™ (pl. lgs) and cylindrical bone beads (pl.
I,96). All these items are also characteristic of the
early stage burials of the Late Bronze Age.

Burials of this period are dated by me to circa
the 13™-12" cent. B.C. The duration of this layer
is indicated by the fact that several
chronologically alternating burials are identifiable
in it, e.g. the burial containing the so-called East

161 Thid., p. 64.

2
162 G. Nioradze, Archaeological explorations in the
l;\“/llkdvari valley, SSMM, XIII-B, 1944, p. 183, pl. II.
ig.d.
165 B. A. Kuftin, op. cit., p. 67
' Preserved at the State Museum of Georgia, see N
7.47:4. s
165 pit burial 44 (south section).
166 piy burials 87, 88, 240.
167 pit burial 240.
!68 pit burial 240.
169 . Koridze, Tbilisis arkeologiuri dzeglebi, pp. 155
169, 170, pl. XXVILB. s ;
170 pit burials 219, 247, etc.
17! pit burials 87, 88, 240.
172 pit burials 87, 240, 44 (south section).
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Georgian all-metal handled dagger is the ¢

b A 4 < 2 t';ll'lie
of the burials of this layer. Burials containine lil
; . all-
metal daggers are of relatively later date Bbur‘ |
: b

240 is, I believe, the latest among the buria]s With
all-metal daggers.

The early date of compound-handled daggers i
indicated by the presence of items chax'aclzris[ic
of burials of an earlier period in all the complexg,
containing this dagger. Thus, e.g. in burial 44
discovered at the south section of Samtavro wé
find a fibula with a volute head (pl. Ihg.). in 4
burial brought to light at Navtlughi." an open.
socketed spearhead and fibula with volute head?™
and in the burial uncovered at Gostibe an open.
socketed spearhead'” (pl. Iny). Unlike later
spearheads, the sockets of the spearheads
discovered at Navtlughi and Gostibe are arched by
forging. As noted by Lomtatidze, the early date of
all-metal handled daggers must be suggested also
by the design of these weapons.

Of sites synchronous with the burials of this
layer the following should be noted on the
territory of Eastern Georgia: the burials brought to
light at v. Beshtasheni. on the right bank of the
Geriakchai.'”® at Nadzaladevi, Navtlughi'”" and
Shilda. and the so-called trcasurcs found at
Sasireti'”® and Kavtiskhevi.'”

[t has not been my purpose Lo discuss the early
stage Late Bronze burials discovered at the
Samtavro burial ground. T have noted only that
basically agree with the dates given by T
Chubinishvili for this layer (XV-XIV  cent
By

I should like to note here that in dating (i
Samtavro Late Bronze and Iron Age pit burials |
take into account other synchronous sites as well:
However, the size of the present paper was Jimited

I73 Pit burials 240, 244 (south section). e
% 1y, Koridze, Gviani brinjaos khanis...., pp. 153-15¢
pl. XX VIL figs 1.5. 5
7S T, Chubinishvili, Gostibes kheobis archeologit!
dzeglebi (Archacological sites of the Gostibe valley)
SSMM, p. 9, fig. 16.
o B. A. Kuftin, op.cit, pp.65-75. |
D. Koridze, Tbilisis arkheologiuri...., PP- 153-16%
O. Tkeshelashvili, 1955 ts. Tbilisshi tsarmoebs!
arkeologiuri dazvervebis angarishi (Report Of .ll?b
archaeological explorations conducted in Thilisi !
1955), (manuscript).
178 ; 0°
G. Nioradze, Der Verwahrfund von Kvem
Sasirethi, S. 82-97.

79 p 5
> D. Koridze, op.cir., pl. XXVIL figs 3-6. ;
T. Chubinishvili A go et
ubinishvili, K istorii ranneg o
pozdnebronzovoi epokhi Shida Kartli (Towards ™
history of the culture of the early stage of the

Bn.)f?z'e Age of Shida Kartli), author's abstract of (h
Tbilisi, 1954, pp. 16-17.
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from the beginning, which precluded illustration
of this material.

Inasmuch as my purpose was chronological
delimitation of the pit burials discovered at the
Samtavro burial ground, I naturally stressed the
developments and material remains that enabled
identification of individual chronological layers.

It should be noted also that. apart from
distinguishing features. the layers discussed here
have common features as well, linking not only
adjacent but all given chronological groups. First [
shall note the common custom of burial (with a
rare excaeption, the deceased were buried with
head oriented E. on the right or left side, in
crouched position); besides. it should be noted that
all layers discussed here yield items of one type,
such as triangular arrowheads made of bronze
plate, bronze forks, pottery of diverse type, etc.

The common features found between the layers
discussed above stress once more the absence of a
chronological gap between them and the unity of
Samtavro culture.

Thus. as a result of a study of burials of the
Late Bronze Age and the period of wide adoption
of iron at the Samtavro burial ground. I have
identified five chronologically alternating layers:
1) 13"-12" cent. B.C., 2) 11"-10" cent. B.C..
3)9"_carly 8" cent. B.C., 4) 8"-first half of the 7"
cent. B.C., and 5) first half of the 7"-6" cent.
B.C.™®

It goes without saying that further research and
discoveries will introduce many novelties in the
dating of remains of the period of Late Bronze and
wide adoption of iron. But I believe my work will
be of some help to those interested in this
problem.

T identifying these layers I left out of consideration
the ceramic material, for at this stage of study, with the
exception of several clay vessels, I failed to notice
characteristic features typical of this or that layer in the
Samtavro pottery.

N\

Chronological table of remains of the Late
Bronze Age and of the period of wide adoption
of iron, discovered at the Samtavro burial
ground and at other points of Eastern Georgia

1-45, 51-99, 103-143, 147-186, 192-262 were
discovered in the pit-burials of the Samtavro
burial ground. 1. iron torque (b. 255): 2. bronze
torque (b. 207); 3. bronze torque (b. 163, south
section); 4. iron axe (b. 212); 3. iron axe (b.
250): 10. iron axe (b. 196); 11. iron knife (b.
130); 12. iron akinakes (b. 27); 13. jet beads (b.
206): 14. white paste beads (b. 236); L5. jet bead
(b. 3): 16. amber beads (b. 50): 17. iron finger-ring
(b 255): 18. silver temple ring. with a sard gem (b
57): 19. bronze finger-ring (b 255); 20-21. bronze
finger-ring (b 255); 22. silver ear-ring with a sard
gem (b 206); 23. silver temple ring (trace of b
28); 24. pink glass beads (b 206) and beads of
greenish glass (b 84); 25. paste beads (b 84); 26.
amber beads (b 293): 27. iron fibula with bronze
head (b 28); 28. bronze fibula (trace of b 28); 29.
bronze fibula (b 285); 30. bronze fibula (b 309).
31. fibula with i}ron h_&.}&d\(b 65); 32. bow-shaped
bronze fibula (b 1): 33.'bronze bracelet (b 117)5
34) bronze bracelet €6 206): 35> bronze ring [or the
shin (b~736)~36. bronze bracelet (b 104); 37.
bronze buckle (b 293); 38. iron bayonet (b 99): 39.
bronze bracelets (b 293): 40. bronze bracelet (b
319): 41-42. iron bits (?) (b 106): 43. iron items (b
106): 44. iron knife with a bone handle (b 1806):
45. bronze chain (b 27); 46. silver temple ring (b
210); 47-50. are discovered in b 22. on the right
bank of the river Bashkev-su, near v. Beshtasheni:
47. silver tempel ring; 48. bronze bracelet: 49.
bone arrowhead: 350. bronze arrowhead; 31.
bronze arrowhead (b 71); 52. bone arrowhead (b
104); 53-54. iron arrowhead (b 104): 55. bronze
arrowhead (b 104); 56-57. bronze arrowheads (b
194): 58. iron arrowhead (b 293): 59-61. bronze
arrowheads (b 293); 62. bronze arrowhead (b
319); 63-64. bronze arrowheads (b 27); 65. bronze
arrowhead (b 106); 66. bone arrowhead (b 1006):
67. bronze boss (b 293); 68. iron sword (b 293):
69. iron dagger (b 243); 70. iron knife (b 106); 71.
sard beads (b 104); 72. iron knife (b 31): 73.
bronze bracelets (b 174); 74. 75. 76. bronze
finger-ring (b 121); 77. iron finger-ring (b 303);
78. iron bracelets (b 123); 79. bronze axe (b 121);
80. bronze spearhead (b 276): 81. bronze axe (b
260); 82. iron dagger (b 88): 83. iron dagger (b
276); 84. iron dagger (b 225); 85. iron dagger (b
307); 86. iron dagger (b 123); 87. iron dagger Nos
1-36 ( site of discovery unknown); 88. WL
(trace of b 26): 89. iron dagger (b 79); 90. iron
knife” (b "174); 91. iron knife (b 276); 92-95.
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bronze arrowheads: 93. iron arrowhead: 94.
bronze arrowhead (b 276); 96. iron sword (b 121);
97. iron sword (b 79); 98. iron sword (b 112): 99.
iron sword (trace of b 121); 100. iron sword nos 6-
33:7 (from v. Dmanisi); 101. iron sword (?) (site
of discovery unknown. preserved at the
Akhaltsikhe Museum, N 1338); 102. iron sword
(from Akhaltsikhe district. Preserved at the
Moscow Historical Museum, N 69 (20 b); 103.
iron bow-shaped fibula (b 174): 104. bronze
spearhead (b 55); 105. bronze arrowhead (b 303):
106. bronze arrowhead N 3079 (from talus); 107.
bronze arrowhead (b 202). 108-109. bronze
arrowhead (b 121); 110. iron arrowhead (b 174);
111. iron sword N — 30:7 (from v. Patardzleuli);
112. iron sword (from Narekvavi): 113. bronze
rosette (b 38): 114. bronze arrowhead (trace of b
26): 115. iron arrowhead (b 121): 116. iron sword
(b 174); 117. iron sword (b 123); 118. iron dagger:
119. bronze armpit hoop: 120. bronze bracelets;
121. bronze bracelet; 122. iron sword (b 91. S
section); 123. bronze arrowhead: 124. paste beads:
125. sard beads (b 114); 126. iron arrowhead: 127.
bone arrowhead (b 284, S section): 128. bone
arrowhead:; 129. bronze tip (b 83): 130. bronze
fibula: 131. bronze spearhead: 132. bronze
spearhead (b 289); 133. iron dagger: 134 iron
dagger with bronze handle: 135. iron axe: 136.
bronze buckle (b 70); 137. iron arrowhead (b 311):
138. 139. iron spearhead (b 281); 140. iron dagger
(b 177); 141. bronze pincers (b 83); 142. bronze
handle of an iron dagger N 9 — 42:2 (discovered
between Borjomi and Khashuri): 143. bronze seal
(b 244): 144-145. (from a burial brought to light at
v. Kushchi, in 1939), bronze arrowhecad. [45.
bronze handle of an iron sword; 146. iron dagger
(from the stone cist of barrow III of Trialeti); 147.
iron dagger (b 284, S section): 148149. iron
knives (b 51); 150-151. iron knives; 152. iron
sword; 153. bronze dagger (b 211); 154. bronze
sword (b 591, Bayern); 155. bronze sword (b
966); 156. iron knife (b 56); 157. bronze pincers;
158. bronze armpit plaque (b 51); 159. bone
arrowhead (b 279); 160. bronze bow-shaped fibula
(b 591, Bayern); 161l. iron arrowheads; 162.
bronze arrowheads (b 51); 163. bronze axe (b
208); 164-165. bronze axes (b 591, Bayern): 166.
sard beads (b 152); 167. bone arrowhead (b 211);
168. iron arrowheads; 169. bone arrowheads; 170.
bronze awl; 171. iron spearhead (b 51); 172.
bronze arrowhead; 173-174. bronze arrowheads (b
211); 175. bronze armpit plaque (b 51); 176. root
of antler (b 77): 177. bronze statue of deer (b 591,
Bayern); 178. sard bead (b 56); 179. bronze
spearheads (b 211); 180. bronze spearheads (b 29,
S section); 181. bronze finial (b 51); 182. bronze
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dagger (b 29, S section); 183. bronze dagger (b
39). 184. bronze dagger (b 275, S section); 184a.
bronze fibula; 185. bronze bracelet (b 152): 1806.
kauri and sard and paste beads (b 39). 180a.
bronze fibula (b 56); 187-191. Discovered near v.
Beshtasheni, in stone cist 34 of a burial ground on
the right bank of the river Baiburt; 187. bronze
fibula; 187a. bronze armpit plaque; 188. bronze
finial; 189. iron knife. with bronze hoop at the hilt
and bronze lion's head on the handle: 190. iron
knife with bronze rod; 191. sard bead; 192,
bronze axe: 193. bronze chisel: 194, bronze
arrowheads: 195. flint inset for sickle: 196. bone
and sard beads (b 240); 197-198. sard beads (b
247): 199. bottom of antler (b 88). 200. bronze
dagger (b 240): 201. bronze dagger (b 88): 202.
bronze dagger; 203. bronze spearhead; 204.
bronze fibula; 205. bronze fibula (b 44, S section);
206. bronze awl (b 247); 207. bronze fibula (b 88);
208, 209. bronze cutters (?) 210. bronze pincers (b
240); 211. bronze buckle (b 44, S section); 212,
bronze spearhead (b 240); 213, 214, 217-222.
Discovered at Lower Sasireti (17-30); 213. bronze
dagger; 214. bronze axe; 217. bronze curb; 218.
bronze axe; 219. bronze dagger; 220. bronze axe;
215. bronze dagger from burial | of Navtlughi (3-
50:1): 216. bronze dagger from Kavtiskhevi (12-
32:61); 221. bronze bit from Navtlughi (1955,
preserved at the Thilisi State Historical Museum);
222, 223. Discovered in a burial brought to light at
v. Shilda: 222, bronze miniature dagger; 223. iron
pendant (7-47); 224. bronze spearhead from
Kvemo (L.ower) Gostibe (8-30:3): 225. bronze
spearhead from v. Metekhi (5-37:5); 220. bronze
spearhead from Nadzaladevi (13-32:27); 227-230.
Discovered near v. Beshtasheni, at the burial
ground on the right bank of the Baiburt; 227, 233.
bronze daggers (b 11); 228. bronze macehead;
235. bronze curb with antler bits; 236. iron knife
(b 13); 229. bronze arrowheads (b 8); 230. bronze
dagger (b 21); 231. bronze axe: 232. bronze
dagger (b 20); 234. iron dagger (b 18).
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E. Gogadze

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXPEDITION
OF TBILISI.

SOME QUESTIONS OF CONTACTS AND
ORIGIN IN THE PROCESS OF
INTERRELATIONS OF PREHISTORIC
CULTURES OF GEORGIA

(Summary)

Major importance attaches to the study of
ancient sites, carried on by the Archaeological
Expedition of Tbilisi under the direction of R. M.
Abramishvili on the territory of Tbilisi and on
some sites of Eastern Georgia, synchronous to
them. Of these the principal are:

1. The Delisi settlement, assigned by
researchers to the early farming culture of Eastern
Transcaucasia (the 35" - first half of the 4"
millennium B.C.). This date. determined by the
excavators, is argued by their recognition of the 4™
millennium B.C. as the rerminus ante quem of the
Kura-Araxes culture. The Delisi material has
parallels with the material of the Shulaveri-Shomu
tepe. Tsopi. and other cultures.

This material has been found to evince a
definite similarity with Aneolithic remains of
Zemo (Upper) Imereti. This is accounted for not
only by the chronological factor but also by the
sitnation of the Delisi settlement between these
two regions (Kvemo (Lower) Kartli and Imereti).
hence the influence here of the two somewhat
differing cultures.

Similar results have been obtained also on the
basis of a study of the stone items of the Delisi
settlement (L. Nebieridze). The latter author
concludes that, by its features, this material
belongs to the segment of the Aeneolithic period
during which treatment of stone declines
considerably., and the tools are degraded. This
process continues into the Bronze Age.

2. Three stratified layers of Kura-Araxes
culture were identified over a vast area, at the foot
of the Treligorebi hills in the Dighomi residential
area.

Six "economic pits" were found at the lower
layer, yielding pottery, rammed clay plastering,
fragments of obsidian and animal bones and traces
of fire.

Kura-Araxes pottery is represented here by
ancient and early forms (mainly tall cylindrical
vessels with two handles, fired yellow or red:
vessels with black-polished surface are also in
evidence.

Along with Kura-Araxes pottery vessels were
discovered in the economic pits of the lower
horizon of Treligorebi with vegetable admixture
(straw) in the clay paste. These are thick-walled
vessels of layered moulding. largely of reddish
firing, occasionally painted red. In this connection,
R. Abramishvili believes that the material of the
lower layers of Treli must chronologically precede

all the hitherto known remains of Kura-Araxes
culture. for pottery characteristic of the preceding
period of Transcaucasia is present here alongside
Kura-Araxes pottery.

3. The situation was found to be analogous
over a vast area of the construction of the Dmanisi
poultry farm, in the Ghmakhevistavi hamlet (on
the river Mashavera). Here excavations were
entrusted to the Thilisi Archaeological Expedition.
Of the 100"houschold pits". excavated here. two
so-called "chronological groups” were identified:
however. according to the material, those groups
are generally considered to be synchronous. The
carly pottery of Ghrmakhevistavi is also
characterized by earthenware pottery  with
vegetable inclusions and by early Kura-Araxes
pottery. The former group is characterized by
light-yellow clay, weak firing. looseness of clay
and coarse admixtures in the paste; the surface is
engobed. most of the vessels are large-sized. of
cvlindrical shape:; these details occur in the
Aeneolithic pottery from the Mughan valley.
Tsopi and the Delisi settlement. in layer A of the
Tetritsqaro settlement.

Against the background of controversial views
advanced by researchers on the origin of the Kura-
Araxes culture. the author of the present paper.
following the discovery of the Treli and
Ghrmakhevistavi sites, considers O. M.
Japaridze's view more substantiated. viz. that the
teiritory  of Kvemo (Lower) Kartli with s
adjacent regions must have been one of the areas
where the Kura-Araxes culture must have taken
shupe.

Finally. note should be taken ot the major
contribution made by R. M. Abramishvili to the
study of the archacological sites of Georgia of the
Late Bronze Age, creating a genuine scientific-
theoretical school.
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G. Pkhakadze

THE ARGVYETI SETTLEMENT AND AN
ATTEMPT AT PERIODIZATION OF THE
KURA-ARAXES SITES OF WESTERN
GEORGIA

(Summary)

The Argveti settlement was discovered in 1963
by R. Abramisvili (Expedition of the Georgian
State Museum) and defined by him as an Early
Bronze Age settlement. In 1981-1990 excavations
were carried out by the Centre for Archeological
Studies.

The settlement is situated in the village of

Argveti, on the left bank of the river Lashura,
Sachkhere district.

The settlement belongs to the Kura-Araxes
culture and represents two building horizons.

The fixed stratigraphy of the Argveti
settlement allows periodization of Kura-Araxes
sites of Western Georgia: Dablagomi, Sachkhere,
taking into consideration, at the same time, the
materials of the key sites of Kura-Araxes culture
of Shida Kartli (Kvatskhela-Khizanaantgora ).

The lower horizon of Argveti esttlement
represents the developed stage of Kura-Araxes
culture, being contemporary with the lower
horizon of Dablagomi settlement and early group
of Sachkhere burials and corresponding to level C

of Kvatskhela-Khizanaantgora, dated by C to the
Argveti 28% cent B.C.
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The upper horizon represents the final stage of
Kura-Arax culture, is contemporary with the upper
horizon of Dablgomi and the late group of
Sachkhere burials and corresponds to level B
Kvatskhela-Khizanaantgora. It 1s determined by C
data to the Argveti 25" cent. B.C.
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KURA-ARAXES CULTURE SITES IN
PIRIKITA KHEVSURETI

(Summary)

The Zhinvali archaelogical expedition of the
Centre for Archaclogical Studies had found and
later explored sites of Kura-Araxes Culture in the
highlands of Georgia in the 1980s.

Such sites were found on for the first time the
territories of Ardoti, Shatili and Arkhoti gorges (so-
called Pirikita Khevsureti).

Several burials of Tsikhetgori cemetery were
excavated at v. Giorgitsminda in the upper reaches
of the Argun river in [985-1986.

Another partly damaged burial was found by
chance, at v. Mutso in 1998.

The burials of Tsikhetgori cemetery (v.
Giorgitsminda) were found within natural caves.
Their front walls were made of schist — either dry
built or the stones were held together with mortar.
They were covered by the same. medium size, flat
schist stones. The burials were hall-dug and their
back-rear walls leaned to the rock. The front walls
were covered with mounds (PL. 1)

Individual (Nos. 1, 4, 6, 7) and mass (Nos. 2, 3.
5. 5') burials against were uncovered

It proved impossible to identity the burial
custom. Skeletal bones inside the mass burials were
mixed. As to the individual ones. they contained
only skulls. Burial N7 belonged to a baby placed in
a fair-sized jar.

The grave goods were such: hand-made buff-
greyish  pottery with coarse exterior; bronze
convoluted bracelets, spirals and pins with double-
volute tops: bronze, carnelian and paste beads, bone
bodkins (Pls.2, 3, 4).

The bronze items are made of arsenic copper.

The bearers of the Kura-Araxes culture must
have come to the above-mentioned areas of the
North Caucasus from Shida (Inner) Kartli via the
gorge of Pshav-Khevsureti Aragvi.

Burials of Giorgitsminda Tsikhetgori cemetery
and v. Mutso village Kura-Araxes date from the end
of the third millennium B.C..
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Description of the Plates

Pl. I — 1. Plans and sections of the burials N1 and
N2; 2. Plans and sections of the burial N4: 3. Plans
and sections of the burials N5, N5" and N7: 4. Plans
and sections of the burial NO.

PI. IT - 1-5 — Grave goods of the burial N1:

6-16 — Pottery of the destroyed burials N2 and N3.

Pl. [11 — 17-18 — Grave goods of the burial N4:

19-26 — Pottery of the (upper) burial N5:

28-31 — Pottery of the (lower) burial N5"

32 — A bodkin of the burial N6; 33-36 — Grave goods
of the burial N7.

Pl. IV - 1-8 — Grave goods of Mutso Village
burial; 9 — A bronze pin, found by chance in
Giorgitsminda village at Bertsakdari hill.
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ONE OF THE POTTERY TIPES FROM
BERIKLDEEBI SETTLEMENT

(Summary)

The presented in this article type of ware
found in Sedeni (11I) lauer in Berikldeebi
settlement (East Georgia Shida Kartli) has not
been known in other sites. This sort of ware is
found mainly in so called ritual complexes of the
above mentioned settlement and 1t might be
connected with fertility cult ritual.
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Description of the plate

Pl. I - | — vessel discovered at the platform of
bedeni layer 10; 2 — vessel found in pit 254 of
Bedeni layer; 3, 5, 8 — material from various
constructional horizons and piys of Bedeni layer;
4 — fragment of a vessel found in building 8 of
Bedeni layer
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M. Abramishvili

ON THE PROBLEMS OF THE
CRONOLOGY OF TRIALETI CULTURE
(Additional Evidences for the “High
Cronology”)

(Summary)

On the bases of new evidence on Tera eruption
date (c. 1628 BC) and the typology of bronze
rapiers both from Transcaucasia and Eastern
Mediterrania, the upper chronological verge of the
most reach kurgans of Trialeti culturp (II phase)
can be untidated as early as mid. 19" centuary BC.
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M. Puturidze

THE PICTURE OF DEVELOPMENT OF
MIDDLE BRONZE AGE CULTURES IN
SOUTH CAUCASIA

(Summary)

The cultures formed in the region of the
geographical crossroads of South Caucasia bril-
liantly reflected traces of relationship with sur-
rounding civilizations and influences, causing the
shaping of distinctive cultures in the later pre-
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historic period. Specifically, in parallel to various
advanced civilizations in the the Near East. in the
first half of the II millennium BC there existed
four distinctive cultures in the Caucasus; of these
most impressive and powerful was the Trialeti
Culture of Brilliant Kurgans. as well as those of
Karmir-Berd. Sevan-Uzerlik and Kizil-Vank.’

In the autor's view, the Trialeti, Sevan-Uzerlik,
Karmir-berd and Kizil-Vank cultures existing in
South Caucasia of this period. constituted wholly
independent cultural entities, sharply differing not
only by their artifacts but also from the standpoint
of the majority of the elements of social life of the
society that created them and the basis of tradition.
An appempt is made in the paper to define clearly
the specific features and factors characteristic of
each of the above-listed cultures. Their integration
under one and the same socio-cultural community
(15. 70-71; 16. 207-208) seems to the author less
possible because of a great number of sharply
differing features. so clearly reflected by
numerous assemblages.

Trialet culture is characterized by an
astonishing stability of features characteristic only
of it and not repeating in any other cultures. The
Trialeti. Karmir-Berd and Sevan-Uzerlik cultures
contain qualitatively different features — "alien” to
one another — whose differentiated list (8; 4; 6: 11)
may be said to further alienate themselves from
one another than bring them closer. However,
such a picture doesn not give an opportunity of
"reading” a more or less homogeneous cultural
layer in South Caucasia of the Middle Bronze
Age. Each of them displays differing cultural
standarts, being an adequate reflection of
processes of internal and international relations in
the cited region.
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N. Akhvlediani
TOMB 28 OF TRELI BURIAL GROUND
(Summary)

The existence of vessels with a rim turning
inwards in the third quarter of the 2" millennium
B. C. was assumedd by R. Abramishvili. He
determined its general date to the 14™-12%
centuries B.C. Vessels of this type are found at
Samtavro burial ground together with objects
characteristic of burial complexes of the earliest
period and its subsequent (following) one of Late
Bronze (lecaf-shaped dagger, volute-headed pin, a
so-called Kakhetian-type bronze daggers with
compound and whole hilts. cornelian cracked
beads).

In tomb 9 of Narekvavi, burial ground vessel
with the rim turning inwards is found together
with a bronze so called rounded-end sword and a
bronze so called whole cast dagger, the latter
characteristic of the transitional period from
Bronze to Iron Age 11"-10" cent. B.C.

A vessel of the same kind typ was found in
tomb 28 of the Treli burial groun together with a
bronze so-called cut-end sword. From the point of
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view of the development of weapons. cut-end
swords start their existence exactly when rounded-
end ones stop theirs (according to Abramishvili,

rounded-end swords are dated to the second half

of the 12" cent. B.C.).

The author considers tomb 9 of the Narekvavi
burial-ground the latest among the complexes
Known to us, containing rounded-end swords, as
here, in this grave. we find a dagger characteristic
of the 11™ cent. B.C. and its following period
together with a rounded — end sword and a vessel
with its rim turning inwards.

In the author's view, tomb 28 of Treli
according to the vessel with a rim turning in wards
found in it must be earliest of all the complexes
with cut-end swords, as this vessels of this type
are never found later than the 12" cent. B.C. Cut-
end swords exactly appear in tombs of the
transitional period from Bronze to Iron Age (11"
cent. B.C.).

In the chronological aspect of the point the
Narekvavi tomb (N 9) with a rounded — end sword
and a vessel with a rim turning inwards is
immediately sollowed by tomb 28 of Treli burial
ground with a vessel of the same kind and cut-end
sword.

Both these complexes are dated to a period
close to the turnies of the 12"-11" cent. B.C. This
is the period when rounded-end swords gradually
cease to existe and their place is taken by cut-end
swords.

Thus the materials excavated in Treli and
Narekvavi burial grounds have confirmed the
general date for the vessels with a rim turning
inwards (14"-12" cent. B.C.).
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Description of the plates

Pl. 1 — clay vessels (1-10) of Treli burial 28

Pl. IT — metal inventory bronze of Treli burial
28: cut-end sword (11), spearhead (12), hoop (13),
belt (15), buckle (16), fibula (17), three hoops (18-
20), iron pincers (14), knife (21).

Pl. 111 — clay vessel from burial 3 in Tsitelgori
barrow N 2

The plates are drawn up according to R.
Abramishvili's drawings.
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I. Sultanishvili

HORSE AND CHARIOT IN
TSITELGOREBI BARROWS

(Summary)

In 1961 R. Abramishvili excavated two barrows
in v. Tsitelgori, Lagodekhi district. These barrows
belong to the circle of culture that embraced the
whole of Armenia, western Azerbaijan and the
southern, south-western, and eastern areas of
Georgia. Barrows containing diverse and brilliant
material determining this culture have been
discovered at v. Lchashen on the shore of lake
Sevan, in Armenia, and at v. Tsitelgori, lying in the
extreme northeast of Georgia. Hence, the circle of
material culture to which this site belongs has been
called Lchashen-Tsitelgori archaeological culture.
There is some ground to consider Eastern Anatolia
within the boundaries of diffusion of this culture, for
the features characteristic of the L.chashen-Tsitelgori
culture are genetically linked to the burial customs
attested in the so-called royal graves of Alaca-
Hiiyuk, in Central Anatolia. It is also interesting that
the sculptures connected with the chariot,
characteristic of this culture, evince functional and
stylistic similarity with the zoomorphic plastic art of
the above-mentioned royal graves of Alaca- Hiiyuk.
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Bones of horses were discovered in two barrows
of Tsitelgorebi: of four horses in the first barrow.
and of two in the second barrow. Remains of
wooden boards were cleaned under the deceased in
the second barrow. In front of the deceased. at the
distance of half a metre from him. the remains of
wood was of semicircular outline. producing the
impression of the trace of a wheel. This led the
excavators to assume that the deceased was placed
on a chariot. On the basis of the research carried out
by me. I believe there is good ground to assume that
wooden chariots had been placed in both barrows of
Tsitelgorebi, with horses harnessed to them.
Beginning with the period of early farming
culture to the Late Bronze Age inclusive, we find an
unbroken chain of development of domesticated
horse. In the Late Bronze Age. Central Caucasia or
the region of diffusion of the Lchashen-Tsitelgorebi
archaeological culture constituted one of the major
centres of development of horse-breeding. In this
period. the horse was largely used in Transcaucasia
as a draught animal — primarily in war chariots. This
assumption is based. on the one hand. on the fact
that the complexes containing the above bits come
from the burials of noble warriors, and on the other.
the sculptural representations of horsed chariots of
this period. discovered in Transcaucasia. are war
chariots. Cases of burying the deceased on the
chariot are also on record. It should also be assumed
that Transcaucasia was onc of the most ancient and
powerful centres of the origin and development of
horse-breeding. Beginning with the Aencolithic
period to the Late Bronze - Early Iron Age
inclusive, an uninterrupted chain of development of
horse-breeding is in evidence in  Eastern
Transcaucasia. Horse-breeding appears to have
developed especially broadly from the Late Bronze
Age; in the cited period Central Transcaucasia
represented one of the powerful seats of its
development. According to a bronze buckle with a
representation of a rider, discovered in burial 65 of
Treli, it should be assumed that horse cavalry
originated in Eastern Transcaucasia from the 13"
cent. B.C.
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Description of the plates

Pl. I — barrow 1 of Tsitelgori.

Pl. Il — barrow 2 of Tsitelgori.

Pl. 1II — rule of fastening and use of hooks and
so-called horn-like items.

Pl. IV — 1, bronze buckle with a representation of
a rider (burial 65 of Treli); 2, 3, 5-6 sculptures on an
anchor-like support, 2 — Sasireti treasure, 3 — barrow
11 of Lchashen. S — burial 79 of Artik. 6 — barrow 3
of Lchashen; 4. 7. 8 — bits and bridle hooks:-4 —
burial 117 of Treli 7 - burial 13 of Beshtasheni; 8 —
Sasireti treasure.
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N. Gomelauri

TOWORDS THE ORIGIN OF MINOR
PLASTICS OF SAMTAVRO CULTURE

(Summary)

Samtavro plastics provides interesting material
for tracing interrelations between archacological
cultures in Eastern Georgia of the Late Bronze Age.
These sculptures are based on the artistic and
sculpture casting lc-chnical lrudilionsm ofhlhcir
previous Lchashen-Tsitelgori culture (15"-13" cent.
BC). Namely. they borrowed the iconography and

subject matter of graphical images characteristic of
the local center of this culture and in a simplified
way continued the hollow sculpture making
tradition peculiar to the Lchashen-Tsitelgori culture.

During the whole period of their existence
(second half of the 12" -6™ cent. BC) Samtavro
sculptures underwent certain changes in time and
space reflecting the influence of different artistic
traditions. In this sense. three groups can be singled
out.

Earlier samples of sculptures (second half of the
12" 9" cent. BC) which are found in Mtskheta and
its neighbouring areas are related to the graphical
images spread in the local center of ILchashen-
Tsitelgori  culture, Kakheti and  north-west
Azerbaijan.

The sculptures belonging to the next
chronological group (first centuries of the Ist mill.
BC). the territorial borders of which move further to
the North, differ in style and iconography from their
origin and group [ sculptures: figures are less
expressive, artistic form does not correspond to the
content.

The samples of later date (7" -6" cent. BC), the
gcographical area of which basically coincides with
that of group Il are influenced by Colchian culture.
Energetic motion displayed in the weighty. bodily
forms of the horns. is akin to the Colchian artistic
tradition. Accordingly. old subject mater is enriched
by the expressiveness and plasticity of forms here.

Chronological alternation of these groups and
their interrelation with different cultures is also
evidenced by bronze ornamental belts.

The belts discovered in the tombs containing
sculptures belonging to group I are stylistically
related to the graphical images of the local center of
Lchachen-Tsitelgori  culture, whereas 1n the
decoration of the belts forming part of the complex
of the sculptures belonging to groups II and TII Near
Eastern motifs coexist with the artistic forms
characteristic of Colchian graphical images.

Based on the above-quoted material, it can be said
that in the second half of the 12th cent. BC the eastern
area of Samtavro culture was greatly influenced by the
culture which had penetrated from Kakheti. This is
cvidenced not only by bronze minor plastics and
decorated belts but also by a new kind of weapon
characteristic of Samtavro culture - round-edged sword
which, according to R. Abramishvili, developed from the
Kakhetian type dagger.
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m‘)ﬁ‘m'(l()'ﬂ(';n“'()1) dob.): 2. sboomgo (@, oA Sd0-
‘dgognoly dob.); 3. Hodoobo (@A, sd@ado'dgogrol
dob.); 4. gaenoboggwdmenoly gdgabos, godes-
bo No 8 (0. aydgenoly dob. 18, bygd. 16). 5.
(-J,g::(‘)lm&']gg.?(-)gglnls 3o bos, gmmabo N 34
(0. g9dg wols dob. 18, L@, 11); 6. Ladmoeg@m,
bod. Ne 77; 7. Vgdmgebo 1V, bLad. N 145 &
Vgemgabo 1V, Lad. Neo 37: 9. Lommgany, bad.
Ne 19; 10.Lodmagém, bLod, N 591; 11. bLad-
mogdom, bod. N 208,

God. HI - 1L hododrgboll paobdo:r 2. menoos,
bod. N 349; 3. mgnos, bad. Ne 451; 4. ymdo-
Go (3. 9gocmaal dob. #Hod. XXXVII;); 5. g3o-
bobon@o; 6. ¢3oboboy@ols oyobdo; 7. :]\\‘1%:]'@)()1\
2o6do (3. 9gommgals dob. @Bod.  XIXH).

God. IV - L dm@sdsbo; 2. Jbbob bgmdos
_3- Gaobgdebo; 4. gobdgaol pobdo (g 30G1)-
dmagols dob. Aod. VII); 5. gobdgpob asbdo (.
V30Amgol dob. Bod. XIX3): 6. ;1.\‘1)}'\;)-(\,91) a5b-
do (o. mdshlgols doh. @od. 146); 7. dGogro,
Lod. Ne 12, (s. Bodmbols, . mGHISHob dob.
l";‘]ﬁ’. 59); 8. ddogno.

GHod. Vo - L gobdgaols  gobdo  (o.
Gosmadgbol  dob.  bLygd. 46); 2. go'bdgaob
asobdo (o, Gomamgbols dob. bLy®. 58-61); 3.
hodo@ybols gobdo (4. bowsdgenols dob. @Fod.
XIID); 4. ognos, bod. Ne 161 (&, Hoybmgol dob.
Aod. 112); 5. ognos, bod. Ne 140 (gm. aobzbo-
gols dob. God. XIX): 6. bodmog@m, bod. N- 56
(4. bowsdgenols dob. God. V)i 7. badgggogo,
bod. No 9 (bodmygggogo I God. VI 8. sbom o
(A. od@sdodgognols dob.).

AHod. VI - 1L Foomgangemco, qomedwsbo Ne
(A, sd@sdodgognols dob.): 2. badmogdem, bLod.
N: 24 (. od@sd0dgoemols dob. 2. Bod. VI); 3.
Cgomgobo IV, bLad. Ne 37; 4. Hodaggo30. bod.
Ne 9 (bstdgggogo L God. V)i 5 boadmosg@m,
Lod. Nt 56 (3. bowsdganols dob. God. V).

2

Description of the plates

Pl. I - 1. Miskheta. tomb VIII: 2-3. Tsitelgori,
barrow | (After R. Abramishvili).

Pl. II - 1. Tsitelgori. barrow 2 (After R. Abra-
misvili): 2. Antoki (After. R. Abramishvili); 3. Ti-
baani (After R. Abramishvili); 4. Elisavedpol
district. barrow 8 (After J. Gummel. I8. Fig. 16): 5.
Elisavedpol district. barrow 34 (After J. Gummel.
18. Fig. 11); 6. Samtavro, tomb 77; 7. Tserovani IV,
tomb 14; 8 Tserovani 1V, tomb 37: 9. Satovle.
tomb 19: 10. Samtavro. tomb 591: [1. Samtavro,
tomb 208.

Pl. 111 - 1. Chabarukhi hoard; 2. Tlia. tomb 349:
3. Tlia. tomb 451; 4. Kobani (After P. Uvarova). 5.
Pasanauri: 6. Pasanauri hoard; 7. Kazbegi hoad
(After P. Uvarova, Tab. LXIX,).

Pl. IV - 1. Shorapani; 2. Course of river Ksani;
3. Ukanubani; 4. Kazbegi hoard (After V. Virubov,
Tab. VII); 5. Kazbegi hoard (After P. Uvarova. Tab.
LXIX,): 6. Kazbegi hoard (After J. Domanski, Fig.
146); 7. Brili, tomb. 12 (After A. Mirou, W.
Orthman. Fig. 59): 8. Brili.

Pl. V - 1. Kazbegi hoard (After A. Tallgren, Fig.
46); 2. Kazbegi hoard (After A. Tallgren, Fig. 58-
61); 3. Chabarukhi hoard (After M. Khidasheli,
Tab. XIII); 4. Tlia, tomb 161 (After B. Tekhov,
Tab. 112); 5. Tlia, tomb 140 (After L. Pantskhava,
Tab. XIX): 6. Samtavro, tomb 56 (After M.
Khidasheli, Tab. V); 7. Narekvavi. tomb 9
(Narekvavi I, Tab. VIII); 8 Antoki (After R.
Abramishvili).

Pl. VI - 1. Tsitelgori, barrow 2 (After
Abramishvili); 2. Samtavro. tomb 24 (After
Abramishvili): 3. Tserovani IV, tomb 37:
Narekvavi, tomb. 9 (Narekvavi [. Tab. V); :
Samtavro, tomb 56 (After M. Khidasheli. Tab. V).
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S gdlobpdg &s303g0emo

“VoMR0B6ISINO 3IMIBBOL” LOBSIGHLO bIBIGOL HSOMENL LMB. ESBSHIMHORS6

1',(\?]"](7()1s Goombol  bmg.  bosgomamds
o gmem e gdolsmgols 53 mgomwyg  Canols
Vob pobos Gbmbdogno, AmEybai sdJgmene-
009M0  gganggol GabH@0L bydgmol o Jb3y-
0E0sd of dooggeros X9 d@Aogo0me39bosb
am@o-bobobano®l, boam ‘dydwgy oldgy Sb-
@@l Is@oms @gaol pomds, ‘dgbodsdols bo-
dommgoblioi.  goombo®s Lbgowobbgs -
ol 514 ULododbo. (obodwgdomy ba'dmmddo
Voadmwagbognos  Ladommgabby gomb@ogno
N:223 Lodsd bo, GmIdgenocs JOM-gEHmo
mngognbabobms  06396@HoMols  bod@osgamoms
©O ?l(ﬁ.\;;.\,g\ﬂLg;;}ﬁ)(u;;ﬁ;,?\()(nl [35, g5, 40]

N:223 bLododbo pgpdsdo obog 0 g 0wsh
swdmbogangmolis 36 Vop@dyangdegana dodo-
Fgmbgools ggo@dols m®@dms bmdoo 22x1.6 d
lm”m(ﬂ'm obdo ](l\( 07O 0s. 0,0 (-J(j‘('](n;ir)nls
‘bOwswalG N gdaen  doda o, dgradgdbom
oMo woiguro swdmbbws hobhbols  Jgy-
dom  go@a®gdol  dgengdo,  e3dim oMo
Sdomdagols  Jagres  wos  Vgogol ‘byws  baVo-
m'];’*m heobbbols  wobodbgbo 65V ogngdo 3o
u;hn"'() }u 1, m”wﬁ)(“"*] o doliog oo (](.;;]-
weno. dogbgosgse hobhboli slgmo (39"
m'(‘);’)()lh\_ (77()(’7;]:;(’]' l‘(’)' ]S_‘\nf) l] ]()l; }Q" )(l(](”
‘dnod mgdo qudgom, Gmd dJogos 'n']r‘w e O O o=
JOdoaniana oy dobGogno (;();\J(l(’)(,n()(m
(]\.(;\ H(m ‘(');mﬁ)gr'l);]. M>FOMm Qal\\\;;m”(m)—
bgah. Gmpym@EG DHobl, Lododbao gowosb g@ry)-
ano oym  boli dgengdom. Labg@agbyg, swde-
bogangm HoVoan'do, (o t“\\'l('u JEDO Mo S
mobols ®odwgbody dadgero o Vg®ogn-
agbs bajmbmols mogo, Gmdgemoi bob@as-
qob f’m;](;;mnla.\l& ﬂ.\'(];;()?fjms ;Qolmd(‘f)do Moy
m®dm'do. Lodo@bygero  0obggb®o®ol  domo-
moo HoVogno Ladsdbols s@dmbsgangm s
Lodb®go boFoando omdmbhbs.

doggoergdgerobmgol  hog@oabgdosm  mo-
bols 9 4@ geno (Bod. 1) yuem ©yteo
Abadby  Sdowos@garo  Lod@Hy mHd0m (514);2

1 o bado@bols ‘ghgas  godeh)bogoa Jodmggenio SO
gomgol GebGed  20@sdodgogrols adswgdowah 75 Varob
smlbnbo'dbago  byboobamgol  gablo@mmdgduyeros  odoom, Aol
dolio pobbogmgs, gOmol dbdog, JoGgaw Vo@deahybl el
O 20 adGoda'dgognoly -(-,,»r,h.\d-,n(m T Jn g\mal).\b';]mu?’.\h bis-
‘-ioﬂ)m;mg\«'rlm woa  bagthoome Vego  gaggsboydo 26 gem-
E M0G0 nl")'(llg‘(]Anh ;]ﬁn'lﬁm;w(r(n\ }'|(n)|'m\m'b.\“nub l)o;]ﬂ;]-
do o, dgodgh BbGog. Sbgyy bamersw agofigghydl  s@by-
B‘”g:n (]ﬁ(-rfw»g\n('n-(\n‘”()n Lgdpdals 'H;iﬂg‘b('nﬂn Q.\‘\)‘;]hl“);)&n\m
wo wabggVob >ygoergdeemdobag. oby Ao Sdob s gy-
ogdws Lbogm@burob ggababgbym Fangdadoy mogo  Amb-
AHmd Sd@adodgogra.

33(']“(5 ws Jgadmesi g@hbarg3do Smgndymos Gogool
baggery bodg@o.

mobpo®o (515): go{dmygerosbo dmb@wogro
GogynGs wmdo — dbadby bodwaggo Vom-
GHogrgdom dgagbogno 0Godo Lod @Gy mgdom
(519); @Gogngn@s Gogehs ggdols by bo-
Voenby demp@dm Lbog@dogo bodgggdoms ©o
Hobby Log@ddogo 2-2  Sdm@s@yjano boabom
(518). Lodombdogy Sdmbbos 2 godmemyg-
anosbo oy y@ds wodo (517,520). Gmdan-
dag3 (1@(1)306;,(!)()1)'(\)0[-) adom -(5.%-)1)[‘»3.\35{13}‘).\.
@md  gamols gado pamgbognols  0dod)o;ood
wo  dbodby  sdmmodgan bobgadl ‘do@ols
wodhghogno oéy dggbgdagsmos bad@oo mgbo
bopddogo babgdom; ™o
momJdol dgggemo 394 doms o d339m-
Ao ‘dggoV@amggdgero  Jgges Hoboo (512,
516). bmdol  podEs  momddob  sGag@om
g mdabgmolyob; O 39"

A aeow®ads  mabo

2o6bbgoggdosh
mboaen@obosbo Jomabo dbodobs s ¢Gobol
Vodmby bodg@®oganso  aobanap gdygano wos-
:)Uﬁ)x'n;'\“n Lodo ;(-;rt,nli'](‘)"J(m .l‘](’”‘” (513).
taterols dboMmo o Gobol gg® o o ®o
HaVogno  J)dguenos  0G0ds©  ©o@a@en'by-
wadomoobo 1\.\?1‘3"'](1)}':”;L»(-J;S«nn.

Lodo@bdo  ymgoeos  dGaby omb 4 9@i)-
o3, OOdgenos dgganey ,(ng\m\rm (OO
msbolb  @obisger gmom nr};\’“fmk) wo'dgnogno
owdmbbs,  @md  dobo  dhogepeo  doGom-
3ooms  bo@ybgdol  segds  dygdganom. ~d
LR Jmmsb gg\;.\;(]n(v,(‘mm odols y\)\qn,'lﬁ\\
Jobydbes, @AGmd  dobo  oosdy®eo 30 LA
qogogns. smbobadbsgos, @md doly 'dgodo
A60gmds  owdmbagengoowsb wsbagergmols do-
Jomm g gdom ozgdgero dgerob sbodydwo.
0bggbdomol  @obs®dhybo
wabo'dbygergdom

Lodo®byggeno
JMd3mbgb@gdo
Go3w 608y N ogmgs (Hod. 2). 306-
3080 N3IBdo  godmgymem dAobyxsmb  3o-
GoMs  dabagbs (333) wo  Jgob 339 mbob-
magl (537), G@dggdog ogndom 0blingbogdls
Comdmowybwo. gggemsby daogoan@ogbmgs-
Gos Lodddmanm wsbodbyangdols A@0by s ls
o>Goeo. o dgwol dmanasbo@lbdyano, wo-
dogmn, woRsbyx @yenJgwosbo, Lada@bdo he-

m.s;;olm

wagdols Vob  Lopobygdme  gowa'do  gow@od-
bogno  dobgogmo (521); mco  Go®dydhgby-
o, 3330mO Jgrasbo, dmgany, Ladggmbywo-
Lydgdo gablol dJmby Lo@ggemo (522, 523);
m®@0  Lbgowabbgs bmdol  dsbdsgoblbogro
‘Yndoblodo (524, 525); dmeosbowlbdygena
dobas@ygdaaro bs@ggetio  gommbols Go®o-
®m> > JmddagsagdyEno  JoMom (524), ob-
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Aobs m7) ’U‘JB()[\.‘)()(’)()I\ 5.\()“1-,” 33900 Jo-
ooy (526). (o3 NHUVOIL  JodmgymFm
SO BB IHOL. Gmdangdog Ggbgbol  S@ job-
Fgeomdoslbmsh  s@ols  ©sgagdo®gdaeno. gl
bogmgdos m@Voenosw@ao do@abyero  domeno-
U;lmm g{md\\;g'ac»(ﬁ;]?ﬁ‘;]g‘n ma-(s.\ﬂn (528, 3529).
bomolidy dogrma (532) o bLomalidy Gamano
(530). m()mt-](-)b (‘f).\ﬂg\\:]ﬂ‘\wﬂ;] a"”[l-'\”‘"ﬁ'r’{lﬂ'”“
“Todhobgdgeno  35mddol”  Lado®dbdo  "d@m-
dob  oo@o@ol  SsEdmbybs.  Lad@b'do  oym
dAobxoml Lo®gbo (527): bydbo (338, 539)
o bowol bo@gbgdo (536). ojggs Hobobo-
dobmab @ajogdodgdgeno bapbgdo — ddob-
1&5(‘)‘) M0 lmdt)f_nh) (334) o ﬂ.\ln;s()g\”nl\
dlpoglsw, Lado@bdo howgdols Tob. bLopob-
AgOmE oobo po@Ggbogano dMoby ool a@s-
300980000 ©s @ gobom 0bg@gbHo®gdyamo
dowogro o0dbobes (535).  d@abyomb odwgb
bogmmsh gGOmaw,.  Lodadb'do  s@dmbbo,
3060l @G0 gueow Jgdmbabgamo bogmol
6.3(“)“1‘,(-]}’1(). gamo dompsbo, sandom (3oanio®-
@ qgbiogno wobobos (342), dgmdy jo dOg0-
o @ tmbo (540). 0@ ool podomdoghy-
mo, God gl giobabgbyero o ogdodgd -
gro 0y, IHﬁ)()rw'_,\a('blx :L’}'lr"'d”"\'(" K‘n')}lg\m)l,
dabims'dagy ‘dy@bgbognos @gobols ba'dmo.

wo  dogneml .\QUG(»'(”;.\”. @md  bada®b'do
swdmbbos  400-wg  bLbgowabbgs  dobogroba
OO 481':(/')3!)1'- ?Hn;i(). ﬂ‘\mlx,.\ﬂ GOMmO oYM -
gnmaobo J;;gl(;l; (341). bymo doo]Mmgogno
dépaagno ddogo (500). Aerpymd habl. dm-
o Hmgogna @ws 3sbBol ddogo A0(30engbom
dgHo aym. dopdod bbgosabbgo dobgbgdol
aodm oly oym @s'danogno, Amd domo do-
@g bogbgdol omydoi godbyeres. bodwam-
6ol ddogndowsb 325 dGpgogro  ©os dobos-
@obolydamos (545, 559), 2 - Hdablobbogo
(554), 2 — dogmbylado (555), 1 — wols joly-

dado  (556), 16 - dobrobigmgolgdg®o
(557), 26 - AdLbarobgdygco (558). 3sbiols

ddoggdowsh 4 gol@obydyg@os,  p3yAEHd-
womsdgmo (546), 2 — Gogrobw@gero (547),
momm — Dobwobggdgobydgao (548), boy®-
dogo oM gdom (549), Q)()l)(;(')l)a]?‘-';f]ﬁ(), ‘by-
s3odEsps@ymo (550), dognolydgdo dyd -
Ggdo (551), 4 - om@o (552) wo 1 — ‘dyd;-
®9d0 om@Bo (553).

Gmpam@ 3 gbyoogom, bodgdol boadpm-
Gol N223 Lododbo Logbgdom sSdsmmangdl
Lodwog@dml  gdggemgbo  bsds@bgdol  3dab-
woml dobgoangdobs ©s ba@gg@mgdol 30M3g-
mo Jomggero 333mggoMol, gommhyo @rmd-
momodols, ©333003985L  “Bsbgognmbobmo
Lodombgddo”  0bggbGodols “bogbgolbs” @
“Yasgomyg@dngbgdol”, 3sdm  dom@o  “yob-

92

bgagbgdgerms  Vo@bobgdrunmdoly™ 'dybobyd (8,
ag. 35, 36). sdo@dmd Yodmdmwpagbogno  bodd-
boli  jmd3gng Lol wobbogngsbog l)\"mﬁ”w
doby oml dabgognom wagolygd.

\\E]'s\_(']ﬂmgg NG '('l('m(-]h(']?m \m(;()(nl‘:l\ 9.V
Lodomosg@ueno oy dooaja@®oarg®o  Godob
dobgogrgdabs s Lo@®gg®gdol 3OO ME03)-
dol, domo VoOdmTmdols ‘dgbobgd, dop@od
o@abodbog, ®md  dg.{. 11 somabiaeggeroly
Jodmnan'do

AOgM G dgeno  hobls magoligdgdo  gem-

dorgnem - bayggabggdowsb  ‘Jows
dobi bo@gadgdo wo dobgogngdo, God mqd0(3
dboenme  od dba®obomgol Hhobl  ©@odobolin-
amgdgemoa. [1, ag. 137,138; 2, ag- 325, 330: 20,
aq. 181, 182], mydz obogg babpsbabdgamos,
Amd  od i']\\l‘.“(1'-';];5(>1» o Lgdmdo, Lodg60y-
Ao @anoBgced@ols  dobgogom, b gdome
babderog  39GomeEl dmoogb.  dg.(. XII-
IXLL [3, Bod. 1T — 36.43]. dbpoglbo dobgogny-
do oswdmbybognos Ladmsg®aly Ne56, 77. 96,
152 Lodo@bgddo [1, . 134], bodsanswygols
[22, a3- 39, Lyg@. 1], Agbdsbol gyeral Loy
hotdwobols [17, ag. 25 - 27, . I, gobaob
(4. g I8, Hod. IV, smonobols [5, g5 126,
Aod. 1], Vydmgsbo V-0l [I12, g5 39, Lyg@.
415]. AybosmpggGwo -0l [12, pg. 69, Ly,
469]. ﬂh(’”dlf"fi”“ Lodotmghbgdby 14, A0,
IV, VI, XIV, XXVIH] domomgdgeno dgasn)-
Ao doGmomowem woms@oemgdieros  dg.{L -

o

s> by i‘l()‘,‘\;r»(nn. ;;o'(lg&v()‘_)\3.\6()1» Lodombdo
Sergnrdmd@p goun gden dobgogrmab  gemaw
dab@spoblbogno ‘dydobidodobs ws doboygdo
WO mpobg®gEHoeno lw)(;ml\(‘]i‘)‘(-]mm\\”()‘\Fm L=
3o6dols  s@dmhgbed  bo'dygoangds dobgs .
odGododgoenls gL JmddengJbo dg.{. X1 -
XII Lb-om @sgoms@owgdobs.  opo  mgumol,
Amd  dmapmdmd@yge mgdyeno  dobgo mqh0
geosgmw asweawol dg.\. XIT bagggbydo (2,
ag3. 332]. 098G JOmbogrmyoy® b gun -
by dGHobyoml doamdmddagoagd o dob-
gogngdol byws Labwgedo dgf. IX o939
6930ge doBobogamo [3, God. 1]

dA0byoml 8abgommoliogsh aoblibgoggdom,
Ne223  Lodo@bdo s@dmbgbogno  LsGag@ghol
303000 oboummpoydo, N, JO-X O b0
hydmgolb dbomamE  meoosls Lodo®mgbowab
ool gbmdaogro. Lbgomos Yocol, ogrosdog
dbmanme  gomo  bo@agstos  sedmbybogro
Bogotmam@ol  gbgdgmem  y9bVosbo  bo®jg-
@ols (523) dbaosglo, bomenm Lsdsbdgangby®y-
gnosbo y7bFob 3Jmby Lodgg@olb  dbgsgbo
(522) 20-%y 3gGoo. obobo dggawols asdmb®g-
gools 309 3090mosbgdyaos Vo vl
Ndag9ddo @>  JoMomsmsE dognmabydy-
gnos d3.y. XII-X ULl [36. 3. 94-97. bob. 85.80;



306, bod. 14, 22, 57, 63, 65,79, 82. 86. 96. 99. 107.
159, 20, 234, 254, 259, 287]. Gdmpme (36mdo-
oo, &. BHybmgol dogd marosls Lsdodmgbo-
bmgolb  'dgdmomogobgdyer modowgdly  oM(3
0 MBS m3mbgb@Bo  dyagl. oby dopgosgoo-
mo, . asbibage mgerol, Amd b Ggbe-
g0l dogd dg.y. XI-X Ll-om wosmsdowmgde-
o badsdbgdo dg.{. VIII — VI Lb-om ¢bos
womosMawwyls  [18, ag. 54-90]; d@0byxoml
a®ogodgdaemo  Lo@Eyangdol  dgblsgamols
W98wga. d. bows'dgema dogows 0d ©ol jgbod-
09, ®md “dg.{. IX=VII L. ol bobos @mgwy-
Loz dogeely Sdogm goggsbosTo mgEdow  ©s
1Mo gMEgerE b (’)()oﬁ omboagoh  sd-
bowydueno, o0 3ge00 Q)()d()(rmm ‘dgdga-
o bogmgdals oo GomwybmdsT. [25, pa.
26k dgy. X — VI LL-1s ﬂ(md'('Jtr)ag(']P)l) meoosls
bodo@bgdl o gmdsbyano  s@Jgoanmpo  san.
dagbo [40, p3. 2547; 41, ag. 13-22} o-
ohgq»(');]i’xmn sbigmogg  wolbiggbodwy  dools,
Jogaoboodo  aogdgergdaemo  godagengdols
(](”g\) as@o 6. 1)';1;&).\;55, ﬁ)(-t”(‘)g'\»()(i (}o‘}(plm—
S>do g\x;\);](]g;] Gbmdogno  gjodyengdols  JAm-
borgnmpog®o sGgoemol Jgges dox bow dg..
IXL-0b wobab@gaols doohbygls.

Logdom@ dAogogno do@agngeon odgl gob-
Lbobo RO Lodo®bols E‘)ﬁ';nﬁ‘,l\'m(')h ls.\.(‘);]l.—
Loz (527). 396 bogengdow dlpaglo LoGgbgdo
sdmhgbogros Lobo®gmobs [39] @s (3bobgs-
@aols pobdgddo [27, bLyg@. 4], gogmolbygdo
[21, @od. XII], bodgggogdo, [17, ag. 213
Hob VI Lodmog®ml N:240  Ladodb'do  @o
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A. Ramishvili

BURIALS OF A "NOBLE WARRIOR'" FROM
V.NATSARGORA, KHASHURI DISTRICT

(Summary)

Burial 223 of the burial ground in wv.
Natsargora, Khashuri district attracts attention by
the diversity of its grave goods. It yielded 9 clay
vessels and fragments of a bronze vessel (pl. ).
fragments of two iron items (pl. Ilsi0s42):
sandstone finial of a mace (387):. iron staff of
bronze (538). as well as other bronze items: all-
metal sword with a low openwork head and
rounded end (521); hafted daggers (522. 523);
spearheads with open plug (524. 525): small all-
metal dagger (524). fragment of a spearhead or
arrowhead (5326); two-member bits (528). 529):
belt buckle (532) and ring (530); 2 fibulac with
spherical heads. with fine small bosses on the head
(534): fragments of needles (538, 539) and a large
ingot (530); chisel (527) and engraved buckle with
iron inlay (535). Besides the above-listed items.
up to 400 beads of sard and paste. 5 small beads
with gold facing (560) were found.

It should be specially noted that the bronze
sword and engraved buckle had been deliberately
broken before interment.

On the basis of R. Abramishvili's chronological
tables and numerous finds of artefacts — primarily
analogous to the leading items of burial 223, 1
consider it feasible to date the burial in question
tentatively to the 11" cent. B.C.
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Description of the plates

Pl. I — Clay vessels of Natsargora burial 223

Pl. I — items of Natsargora burial 223; of
bronze: sword (521), daggers (522, 523),
miniature dagger (524), spearheads (525).
fragment of arrow or spearhead (526), chisel
(527). curb 9528, 429), strap ring (530), strap
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buckle (532), finial (533). needle (538. 539).
fragments of ingot (536). fibula (534), iron inlaid
plaque (535); of iron: fragment of one-edged knife
(542), fragment of a round rod (540). Iron finial of
a mace (537). beads: bone (541). gilt (500). sord
(545, 554, 55-559), paste (546-553).
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L. Tzitlanadze

MONUMENTS OF SAMTAVRO CULTURE
FROM DUSHETI DISTRICT

(Summary)

Dusheti District was a meeting point of the
Western and Eastern Georgian Late Bronze and
Early iron Age archeological cultures.

In the maontain part of Dusheti district. along
the river Aragvi, the Bronze-Early Iron Age sites
are least found and accordingly less studied. The
exceptions are the grave goods accidentally found
in the village of Chikaani. One group of these
goods belongs to the Samtavro culture (dagger,
pin, rings) and dated to the 14"-13"™ cent. B.C.
Other findis reveal a strong influence of Colchian
culture, although certain eastern features are
retraceable as well.

The foothills of Bazaleti district. Plateau, the
Narekvavi river valley are characterized by rich
archeological sites. Among them several multi-
stratic sites of ancient settlements and burials
should see. In the better studied lower hill of
Chadijvari. After the late Bronze-Early Mom Age
stratum was revealed several meters stratum with
Samtavro type ceramics dated to the 13™-7" cent.
B.C.

The burial of Greniskhevi dated to the 8"-7
cent. B.C. belongs to the late period of Samtavro
culture.

In the highland of Dusheti district, in the
Aragvi Valley strong impulses of the Colchian
culture are visible. On the Bazaleti district plateau
and Narekvavi valley preceded the influence
Samtavro culture.
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6-14 — group I of bronze items found by
chance: 6 — dagger: 7— volutes: 8. 9, 10 — hoops;
Pl. I 1-5 — Group I of the bronze items found 11, 13 — bow-shaped fibula; 12 — volute fibula; 14
accidentally at Chikaani: 1. leaf-like dagger; 2, 3, — buckle.
4 hoops: 5 — volute fibula
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B. Maisuradze and G. Inanishvili

THE FINDINGS OF A CHEMICAL-
TECHNOLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF THE
METAL INVENTORY OF THE SHILDA
MEETING-HOUSE AND ITS PLACE IN
THE LATE BRONZE AGE SYSTEM OF
NON-FERROUS METAL MANUFACTURE
OF CENTRAL SOUTH CAUCASIA.

(Summary)

The bronze items found at the Shilda meeting
house have been studied. Three metallurgical
groups have been identified on the basis of
chemical-metallurgical analysis. The items are made
of tinned bronze. antimony bronze and a
multicomponent alloy.

An assumption is made to the cffect that the
metal inventory of the Shilda meeting-house is
related to the local seat of manufacturing non-
ferrous metals that functioned in the north-eastern
part of Kakheti region in the second half of the 2™
millennium B.C.
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M. Pirtskhalava

SCYTHIAN PROBLEMS IN ROSTOM
ABRAMISHVILI STUDIES

(Summary)

Rostom Abramishvili was the first to put in
order Scythian grave goods (determining the
specificity of Scythian archaeological culture) on
Georgian scale conformably to the typological
standards accepted in his day, using it as the basis
for the identification of one chronological segment
in East-Georgian archaeology. This material
served as the starting point of Abramishvili's
chronological scale covering almost a millennium.
He assigned the burials of the Samtavro burial
ground with Scythian grave goods to the second
half of the 7" cent. B.C. and the 6" cent. B.C.

As is known, in recent studies a tendency has
arisen to shift back the archaic Scythian complex
in time. However, this view has its opponcnts 10o.
Burials from Georgia with Scythian inventory are
also involved in this process. affecting burial 106
of Samtavro as well., which was assigned to the
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earliest stage of the early Scythian culture (second
half of the 8" - beginning of the 7" cent. B.C.).
With account of the bone inventory, Abramishvili
dated this complex to the 6" cent. B.C. Because of
the complete identicalness of the bone inventory
with analogous items of Repyakhovataya Mogila,
which has turned into a standard site for re-dating
the early Scythian complex due to the presence in
it of Greek import (which should be dated to the
6" cent. B.C. in place of the altered 7" cent.
(Cook, Dupont), and taking into account the
discovery in this burial of a three-faceted
arrowhead which is not to be found in the 7" cent.
B.C. either in the Northern Black Sea Region area
(in Melyukova's tables) or among Western Asian
Scythian arrowheads (according to Cleuziou). but
is characteristic of 6"-3" cent. B.C. complexes.
Abramishvili's date should remain in force.

The tendency to shift back in time the archaic
Scythian complex was partly prompted by the
desire to adjust written evidence to material
culture. At this stage. when Iranian-speaking
nomads are seen near South Caucasia, Material of
the corresponding period (end of the 8" cent. B.C.
— first half of the 7" cent. B.C.) was not
discovered. And. proceeding from the newly-
discovered material at Treligorebi. at a new stage
of his research, Abramishvili posed the question
of the existence here — on this territory — of u
periphery of an ephemeral union of nomadic
tribes. The point is that one group of burials of the
Treli burial ground. excavated under
Abramishvilis direction: two barrow burials with
burial chambers, built of wooden beams and then
deliberately burnt down, and 26 adjoining burials
differ drastically from synchronous burials
characteristic of this region. Thus, among
synchronous burials of the Samtavro culture
structures with burial chambers built of beams are
not in evidence, nor is the custom of burning the
dead, harness reflective of horses harnessed to a
barrow. Bearing in mind that latest analogies of
the Treli burials and inventory are found in north-
western Iran and Azerbaijan, on the one hand, and
in the so-called Scythian world (in the broad
meaning of the term, implying the Iranian-
speaking nomadic world), on the other,
Abramishvili conjectured the invasion of the so-
called Thraco-Cimmerian and Scythian-
Sauromatian tribes in north-western Iran and
eastern South Caucasia (including part of Eastern
Georgia) at the end of the 8" and first third of the
7% cent. B.C., creating an ephemeral political
union on this territory in the 670s. B.C. Recording
this stage archaeologically is important, for the
Treligorebi finds and its respective attribution
open up the way to tracing the Asia Minor and
South Caucasian stage of nomads of Iranian stock,
thereby filling the sort of lacuna or chronological
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discrepancy in the sources between the date of
reference to nomads and specific Scythian-type
inventory.
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MAJL — Martepuarbl no apxeosorud Jlarecrada. Maxaukana.

MAK — Marepuasnib o apxconoritn Kaskasa. Tudoimc.

MHA — Marepuanst v ncenetopanus no apxeonorun CCCP. Mocksa.

AN - Tlonesbie apxeosiornueckue ueeaenoBanus. LleHTp apxeosiornueckux uecaeaoBanmii. TOniHcH.

PA — Poccuitckas apxeonorus. MHCTHTYT apxeoaorui. Mocksa.

CA — Coserckas apxeonorus. Mueturyr apxeonoruy. Mockga.

CAH — CBol apXeONOrH4eCKHX HCTOUHHKOB. MOCKBa.

TKAD — Tpyabsl KaxerckoH apXcoJOrH4ecKoi JKeneaAHuHH. LleHTp apXeonorHuyeckHx HCCIeA0BaAHHH.
TOoumneH.

AA — Archiologischer Anzeiger.

AE — Archaeology in Eurasian.

AJA — American Journal of Archaeology.

BAVA — Beitragezur Allgemeinum und vergteichenden Archdologie.Miinchen.

EA — Eurasia Antiqua.

ESA — Eurasia Septentrionalis Antiqua. Helsinki.

IA — Iranica Antiqua. Leiden.
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