PRESIDENTIAL WORKSHOP: INFORMATION LITERACY: THE PARTNERSHIP OF SOCIOLOGY FACULTY AND SOCIAL SCIENCE LIBRARIANS

Pacific Sociological Association Workshop, April 11, 2008
Workshop Activity:

Enhancing an Assignment with Information Literacy Outcomes

Objective:  Adopt at least one idea to enhance/alter an assignment for the purpose of helping students achieve information literacy learning outcomes in the context of sociology coursework. 

Activity:

1. Think of an assignment you have given recently.  It can be one you routinely use in your courses or one you have assigned only once.  Perhaps there is an assignment you are in the process of constructing.  The assignment you choose for this activity can be a term paper, an in-class exercise, a collaborative project, or a homework assignment.

Briefly describe the assignment:

2. Consult the list of ideas (see attached) for enhancing student assignments to incorporate information literacy learning outcomes.  Select one or more that can be integrated into or added to your assignment.  

3. Rewrite the assignment, incorporating the information literacy enhancement(s). (Use reverse if necessary.)

4. How could you assess whether or to what extent the student achieved the outcome?  Consider:

· What would you expect to see, or value most, in the end product?

· How will the student demonstrate success or learning?

PRESIDENTIAL WORKSHOP: INFORMATION LITERACY: THE PARTNERSHIP OF SOCIOLOGY FACULTY AND SOCIAL SCIENCE LIBRARIANS

Pacific Sociological Association Workshop, April 11, 2008

Information Literacy Enhancements to Assignments

(and their associated learning outcomes in the ANSS IL Standards)

These ideas are based on experiences teaching sociology students information literacy and research skills.  Each enhancement relates to at least part of one or more specific “Key behaviors for success,” which are the learning outcomes in the ANSS Information Literacy Standards for Anthropology and Sociology Students document. 

Add or adapt one of these activities to the instructions you give students for a course assignment. 

1. If a website is included in your bibliography, include a brief rationale to justify its use as a source of information in the research paper.  Relevance to the topic is assumed and is not a justification.  Consider criteria such as authority/authorship, organizational source, bias, level of information, date, writing, type of information, and the value of links or sources cited.

ANSS IL Standards  2.1.c, 2.1.d, and 3.2.a 

2. In a text you read (article, book, textbook), select one of the main books or articles that the author used and cited.  Find this source in the library or online.  In one paragraph, comment on the first author’s use of the source, e.g., whether/to what extent the research results, data, statements, conclusions, or other information are represented appropriately. 

ANSS IL Standards  2.2.c and 3.2.d

3. Use American Factfinder (U.S. Census) to find data about the ethnic group or locality related to your topic.  Incorporate the data into the assignment or paper, and cite it appropriately.

ANSS IL Standards  1.3.a, 2.1.a , and 4.1.a 

4. Identify the theory/theoretical framework/key theorist/social theory that the text or study uses or is based on.  Look it up in a scholarly online or printed encyclopedia (e.g., International Encyclopedia of Social & Behavioral Sciences; Encyclopedia of Sociology; Encyclopedia of Social Theory).  Write a short description/definition/synopsis of the theory/theorist, and cite the encyclopedia article you used.  
If you choose to use Wikipedia, it must be in addition to a scholarly encyclopedia, and your synopsis needs to include a paragraph comparing the information, authority, and sources cited in the Wikipedia article with those in the standard scholarly encyclopedia article.  
ANSS IL Standards  1.1.b and 1.1.c,  3.1.a and 3.1.b 

For the Wikipedia option:  3.2.a 
5. What did the critics or other scholars say about this book / this author’s work?  (Use article databases to find book reviews; use the Social Sciences Citation Index database to find citations to the author’s works.)

ANSS IL Standards  2.1.a, 3.2.a , and 3.2.c 

6. Select a table or graph that represents data (from textbook, handout, article, etc.) and explain what it conveys, how it conveys the information, and whether you think all the elements of the table are clear.

ANSS IL Standards  1.3.a and 3.1.a 

7. Find two articles that use the General Social Survey [or the Current Population Survey Series] related to your research topic [or the seminar topic].  (Use the Bibliography of Data-Related Literature database at http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/citations/index.html.)  For extra credit, describe how the data are used in these articles.

ANSS IL Standards  1.3.c, 2.1.a , and 2.2.b

8. Describe the methodologies used to conduct the research reported in the text (article, handout, book, etc.).  Identify the ethical issues involved for the researchers, the informants/population, and/or the funding agency.

ANSS IL Standards  1.2.b, 1.2.c, 3.1.a , and 4.2.d 
