
 

 

My Dreams 

 

Just To OpeŶ A CosŵeiĐ Shop 
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Kolkata: I aŵ a ƌesideŶt of 
“oŶagaĐhi siŶĐe 8 Ǉeaƌs. I ǁas iŶ 
the pƌosituioŶ foƌ a loŶg iŵe.  
 

I ďeloŶg to a pooƌ faŵilǇ & iŶ ŵǇ 
hoŵe at ŵǇ Ŷaiǀe plaĐe ŵǇ paƌ-
eŶts ǁeƌe theƌe. I ǁaŶted to 
help theŵ ďǇ eaƌŶiŶg soŵe 
ŵoŶeǇ aŶd iŶ that ǁaǇ ǁith a 
dƌeaŵ of eaƌŶiŶg soŵe ŵoŶeǇ 
foƌ ŵǇ faŵilǇ I staƌted to seaƌĐh 
foƌ soŵe joď. But I haǀe ďeeŶ 
tƌapped & foƌĐefullǇ iŶǀolǀed iŶ 
the pƌosituioŶ. MǇ all dƌeaŵs 
Đƌashed theƌe oŶ that ǀeƌǇ daǇ.  
 

‘ight Ŷoǁ I doŶ͛t haǀe aŶǇ oŶe 
let iŶ ŵǇ faŵilǇ. MǇ paƌeŶts 
died. I had a dƌeaŵ oŶĐe of ďe-
iŶg daŶĐeƌ. WheŶ I ǁas iŶ sĐhool 
I used to leaƌŶ daŶĐe. I studied 
upto Đlass VII. MǇ dƌeaŵ Ŷoǁ is 
just to opeŶ a sŵall ĐosŵeiĐ 
shop. As I aŵ gƌoǁiŶg old & I aŵ 
Ŷot iŶteƌested to ĐoŶiŶue ŵǇ 
life iŶ “oŶagaĐhi. I aŵ happǇ 
that a NGO suĐh as ApŶe Aap 
has opeŶed theiƌ ĐeŶteƌ ǁith a 
ǀieǁ of pƌoǀidiŶg eduĐaioŶ to 
ĐhildƌeŶ aŶd also pƌoǀides iŶ-
Đoŵe geŶeƌaioŶ skills to the 
iŶteƌested ǁoŵeŶ.  
 

I aŵ happǇ that I haǀe got a 
plaĐe, ǁheƌe I ĐaŶ Đoŵe & haǀe 
Đhat as ŵǇ ǁish, ĐaŶ thiŶk of 
soŵethiŶg Ŷeǁ, ĐaŶ get soŵe 
tƌaiŶiŶgs that ApŶe Aap is 
pƌoǀidiŶg ǁhiĐh ŵight help ŵe 
ƌeliǀe ŵǇ lost dƌeaŵ. 

ǮI Knew My Didi Will Come and Save Meǯ 
Shweta Khattar 

Delhi: ͞Pƌeŵ Nagaƌ CeŶtƌe is aƌouŶd 
8 kŵs aǁaǇ fƌoŵ ApŶe Aap͛s Delhi 
ield oiĐe. The ĐeŶteƌ is ǁithiŶ the 
ǀillage ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ of PeƌŶa, ǁhiĐh 
pƌaĐiĐes iŶteƌgeŶeƌaioŶal pƌositu-
ioŶ ǁheƌeiŶ ǇouŶg giƌls aƌe ŵaƌƌied 
of eaƌlǇ at a ďƌide pƌiĐe, ǁhiĐh the 
gƌooŵ͛s faŵilǇ paǇs to the ďƌide͛s 
faŵilǇ. OŶĐe the giƌl has heƌ iƌst 
Đhild, theŶ heƌ oǁŶ faŵilǇ ŵeŵďeƌs 
push heƌ iŶto pƌosituioŶ.  

IŶ Apƌil ϮϬϭϰ, a teaĐheƌ at the Pƌeŵ 
Nagaƌ CeŶtƌe ǁas appƌoaĐhed ďǇ 
oŶe of the giƌls, *‘aĐhel, ǁho Đoŵ-
plaiŶed of ďeiŶg seŶt to heƌ iŶ-laǁs 
foƌĐefullǇ. Ateƌ ďeiŶg ďeateŶ ďǇ heƌ 
ďƌotheƌ, she ĐoŵplaiŶed agaiŶ aŶd 
eǆplaiŶed heƌ paiŶful stoƌǇ:          

WheŶ *‘aĐhel ǁas ϭϮ Ǉeaƌs old she 
ǁas ŵaƌƌied of ďǇ heƌ paƌeŶts, aŶd 
heƌ ŵotheƌ-iŶ-laǁ foƌĐed heƌ to 
seƌǀe the ĐlieŶts at the faŵilǇ͛s hoŵe
-ďased ďƌothel. OŶe daǇ, *‘aĐhel hid 
iŶ a tƌaiŶ͛s ďathƌooŵ aŶd ƌaŶ aǁaǇ. 
“he ƌeaĐhed heƌ foƌŵeƌ hoŵe iŶ 
Pƌeŵ Nagaƌ hopiŶg that she ǁould 
ďe safe. To heƌ shoĐk, heƌ ďƌotheƌ  
aŶd ŵotheƌ sĐolded heƌ; aŶd heƌ 
faŵilǇ foƌĐed heƌ to seƌǀe ĐlieŶts. 
Heƌ fate ǁas ďeiŶg deĐided ďǇ ƌuth-
less people ǁho had put a pƌiĐe oŶ 
heƌ ďodǇ. This is ǁheŶ she ap-
pƌoaĐhed oŶe of the teaĐheƌs at Ap-
Ŷe Aap͛s ĐeŶteƌ.    

The teaĐheƌ ďƌought the piĐtuƌe to 
ApŶe͛s ield ĐooƌdiŶatoƌ aŶd ŵe.   
;CoŶiŶued oŶ page 6Ϳ  
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FoƌďesgaŶj: DuƌiŶg ŵǇ touƌ to Delhi, I ǁas shoĐked to see a difeƌeŶt ǁoƌld. 
Fƌoŵ ŵǇ Đhildhood daǇs, I haǀe faĐed difeƌeŶt stƌuggles iŶ ŵǇ life aŶd it is 
sill ĐoŶiŶue aŶd fƌoŵ staƌiŶg I liǀed ǁith ŵǇ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ iŶ FoƌďesgaŶj, 
Bihaƌ, ǁheƌe ŵaŶǇ people take Đaƌe theiƌ ĐhildƌeŶ oƌ giƌls ǁhoŵ theǇ ďuǇ, 
just foƌ pƌosituioŶ ǁheƌeas iŶ Delhi, I saǁ ŵaŶǇ of ǁoŵeŶ ŵaƌƌied theiƌ 
giƌls ǁith a hope that it ĐaŶ saǀe theiƌ daughteƌs liǀes to ďeĐoŵe pƌositute.  
I ǁas daze aŶd also huƌt to see that alŵost eaĐh aŶd eǀeƌǇ house, faŵilǇ 
ŵeŵďeƌs giǀe ƌespeĐt to the giƌls aŶd theǇ liǀe like ĐoŵŵoŶ people, ďut the 
tƌuth is iŶ the Ŷaŵe of ŵaƌƌiage, paƌeŶts sell theiƌ daughteƌs.   EǀeŶ giƌls aƌe 
Ŷot safe iŶ theiƌ oǁŶ houses ďeĐause theǇ aƌe uŶaǁaƌe aďout this ďusiŶess.                                                               
;CoŶiŶued oŶ page ϱͿ 

These Girls Also Live in Delhi… Where Our Prime Minis-
ter Livesǯ 

ǲA World Outside My Homeǳ 

Fatima Khatoon 
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BeiŶg ďoƌŶ aŶd ďƌought up iŶ a 
ŵega-ĐitǇ like Delhi, iŶ a ĐouŶtƌǇ 
foƌŵeƌlǇ kŶoǁŶ foƌ ďeiŶg the laŶd 
of TaŶdooƌi ChiĐkeŶ aŶd “Ŷake-

Đhaƌŵeƌs, is a pƌiǀilege iŶ its oǁŶ 
ǁaǇ. Delhi is a ŵetƌopolitaŶ ĐitǇ,  
ǁhiĐh is eǆtƌeŵelǇ gloďal, ǁheƌe 
oŶes ŵeets people fƌoŵ all oǀeƌ the 
ǁoƌld aŶd fƌoŵ difeƌeŶt ǁalks of 
life as ǁell. 
 

This poliiĐal ĐeŶtƌe is kŶoǁŶ foƌ the 
glaŵoƌous aŶd uƌďaŶ liǀes lead ďǇ 
ŵillioŶs aŶd ŵillioŶs, - liǀes that aƌe 
so Đolouƌful aŶd fƌee ki 
 

 ͞KauŶ jaye )auƋ 
Paƌ Dilli Ki Gali-
yaŶ Chhod Kaƌ?” 
 

I too ǁas oŶe suĐh ďiƌd, iŶŶoĐeŶtlǇ 
tasiŶg the juiĐǇ laǀouƌs of the ĐitǇ 
uŶil ApŶe Aap ďƌought ŵe faĐe to 
faĐe ǁith the ďiteƌ oŶes that eǆist 
as ǀiǀidlǇ as the otheƌs, ďut aƌe 
soŵeǁheƌe lost oƌ oǀeƌshadoǁed 
ďǇ the ǀiďƌaŶt sĐeŶaƌios all aƌouŶd. 
OŶes, that people soŵeiŵes see, 

ďut Đhoose to uŶ—see, oŶes that I, 
ǁho has liǀed iŶ a ĐitǇ like Delhi, 
Đould haǀe Ŷeǀeƌ iŵagiŶed. 
 

Although ApŶe Aap has ďeeŶ a paƌt 
of ŵǇ life foƌ Ŷo ŵoƌe thaŶ a Đouple 
of ǁeeks, Ǉet the ƌealisaioŶs that 
haǀe Đoŵe aloŶg ǁith the disĐoǀeƌ-
ies I haǀe ŵade iŶ this litle iŵe aƌe 
goiŶg to ďe heƌe foƌ a suďstaŶiallǇ 
loŶgeƌ peƌiod ďeĐause ǁhat Ǉou see 
aŶd ǁhat Ǉou leaƌŶ fƌoŵ heƌe, is 
soŵethiŶg  that Ǉou ĐaŶŶot foƌget 
easilǇ. Not ďeĐause it ĐaŶŶot ďe foƌ-
goteŶ, ďut ďeĐause it is huŵaŶlǇ 
iŵpossiďle to foƌget ǁhat ŵight 
haǀe happeŶed, had the taďles Ŷot 
tuƌŶed the ƌight ǁaǇ foƌ Ǉou iŶ Ǉouƌ 
life, aŶd had Ǉou ďeeŶ iŶ the plaĐe 
ǁheƌe the otheƌ ǁas. It is iŶdeed 
soŵethiŶg oŶe ĐaŶŶot foƌget. 
 

MǇ task ǁas siŵple, I ǁas asked to 
ĐoŶǀeƌt aďout ϱϬ suƌǀeǇs iŶto a 
ďƌief sot ĐopǇ ďǇ oƌgaŶisiŶg aŶd 
aŶalǇsiŶg the data.  
 

I had Ŷeǀeƌ iŵagiŶed that a ĐoŶŶeĐ-

ioŶ so Đlose Ǉet so faƌ fƌoŵ the 
souƌĐes of this data ǁould Đause ŵe 
to sǁeat eaĐh iŵe I thought aďout 
theŵ.  
 

͞Auƌat agaƌ taŶg kaƌe Ǉa galat ho 
toh use ŵaaƌŶa sahi hai͟, ͞Huŵaaƌe 
saŵudaaǇe ŵeiŶ toh zǇadataƌ au-
ƌateiŶ PƌosituioŶ Ǉa Baƌ DaŶĐeƌ ka 
hi kaaŵ kaƌi haiŶ͟, ͞Vidhǀa Ǉa 
Đhhodi gaǇi auƌatoŶ ki keeŵat dete 
haiŶ͟.  
 

The ǁoƌds seeŵ so oƌdiŶaƌǇ iŶdiǀid-
uallǇ, ďut the aŵouŶt of ǁeight Đaƌ-
ƌied ďǇ eaĐh seŶteŶĐe as a ǁhole, is 
the saŵe as the aŵouŶt of disďelief 
ǁe all go thƌough ǁheŶ ǁe Đoŵe to 
teƌŵs ǁith the faĐt that this a paƌt 
of the saŵe palete that ouƌ Capital 
is paiŶted ǁith.  
 

AŶd I͛ŵ just oŶe of the ŵaŶǇ litle 
ďiƌds that ApŶe Aap has helped out 
of the Đage of faĐade. The Ŷuŵďeƌ 
of liǀes ďeiŶg iŵpaĐted ďǇ this saǀ-
iouƌ is ŵuĐh ďiggeƌ thaŶ Ǉou oƌ ŵe.  
 

“o saddle up, people!  
 

ChaŶge has Đoŵe . . .  

By JhaƌŶaa Malhotƌa 

OpeƌaioŶs IŶteƌŶ 

ApŶe Aap WoŵeŶ Woƌld-
wide 

;New DelhiͿ 
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The following is an excerpt from 
an interview with Ruchira Gupta 
conducted by Nidhi Gupta about 
the grassroots impact made by the 
organization in its 11 years and 
the impediments that lay ahead. 
 

Q. CaŶ Ǉou tell us aďout these self-
eŵpoǁerŵeŶt groups – hoǁ are 
theǇ orgaŶised, ǁhere all theǇ are 
preseŶt aŶd ǁhat iŵpaĐt theǇ'ǀe 
had? 

 

A. The self-eŵpoǁeƌŵeŶt gƌoups 
aƌe ŵade up of ǁoŵeŶ ǁho aƌe 
ĐuƌƌeŶtlǇ iŶ pƌosituioŶ, at-ƌisk of 
ďeiŶg pƌosituted, oƌ suƌǀiǀoƌs of 
pƌosituioŶ. WheŶ the ǁoŵeŶ iƌst 
joiŶ ApŶe Aap, theǇ leaƌŶ aďout 
theiƌ Fouƌ EsseŶial ‘ights: The 
‘ight to Legal PƌoteĐioŶ, the ‘ight 
to EduĐaioŶ, the ‘ight to “ustaiŶa-
ďle aŶd DigŶiied Liǀelihood aŶd the 
‘ight to “afe HousiŶg.  
 

As a ŵeŵďeƌ of a gƌoup of ϭϬ, ǁith 
the help of ApŶe Aap ƌepƌeseŶta-
iǀes, the ǁoŵeŶ ǁoƌk ĐolleĐiǀelǇ 
to gaiŶ teŶ keǇ Assets fouŶd to ďe 
ǀital faĐtoƌs iŶ theiƌ aďilitǇ to ƌe-
duĐe gaiŶ iŶdepeŶdeŶĐe. EaĐh As-
set is ĐƌuĐial to a ǁoŵaŶ's aďilitǇ to 
ƌeduĐe heƌ depeŶdeŶĐǇ oŶ the 
ďƌothel sǇsteŵ aŶd iŶĐƌease heƌ 
seĐuƌitǇ oƌ pƌeǀeŶt heƌ oǁŶ 
tƌaiĐkiŶg aŶd that of heƌ ĐhildƌeŶ. 
 

‘eĐeŶtlǇ, teŶ ǁoŵeŶ foƌŵed the 
self-eŵpoǁeƌŵeŶt gƌoup '“oŶaƌ 
BaŶgla', ǁhiĐh ŵeaŶs Pƌospeƌous 
BeŶgal, iŶ the Khiddeƌpoƌe ƌed light 
aƌea of Kolkata, aŶd ǁeƌe suĐĐess-
ful iŶ staƌiŶg a ĐaŶteeŶ ďusiŶess. 
“oŶaƌ BaŶgla iƌst ďegaŶ selliŶg 
food iŶ JaŶuaƌǇ ϮϬϭϮ foƌ aŶ ApŶe 
Aap eǀeŶt. “iŶĐe theŶ, the pƌoĐeeds 
aŶd ĐlieŶtele of the ďusiŶess haǀe 
gƌoǁŶ aŶd ǁith the help of ApŶe 
Aap, the ǁoŵeŶ estaďlished a ďaŶk 
aĐĐouŶt foƌ theiƌ pƌoits. 
 

͞“iŶĐe ϮϬϬϮ, ApŶe 
Aap has ďeeŶ adǀo-
ĐaiŶg to deiŶe aŶd 
ĐƌiŵiŶalize tƌaiĐkiŶg 
iŶ the IŶdiaŶ Laǁ. 
Oǀeƌ the Ǉeaƌs, 
AAWW has ŵade 
suďŵissioŶs to the 
IŶdiaŶ goǀeƌŶŵeŶt’s 
MiŶistƌǇ of WoŵeŶ 
aŶd Child Deǀelop-
ŵeŶt, the PlaŶŶiŶg 
CoŵŵissioŶ of IŶdia, 
aŶd the Hoŵe MiŶis-
tƌǇ.͟   
 

Q. You haǀe also 'ataĐked' the 
deŵaŶd side of the seǆ-trade 
economy with your Cool Men 
Don't Buy Sex campaign. Can 
you tell us about this initiative – 
how is it constructed and what 
impact has it made? 

 

A. The Cool Men Don't Buy Sex 
Campaign is a call to end de-
mand for sex trafficking. It high-
lights the role that men play in 
fostering the sex industry. With-
out demand for purchased sex, 
traffickers, pimps, and brothel 
owners will be driven out of 
business. Apne Aap's ultimate 
goal is both societal and legal 
change.  
 

The campaign enlists both men 
and women to put pressure on 
the Indian Government for the 
enactment of the proposed Sec-

tion 5C of the Immoral Traffic 
Prevention Act (ITPA).  
 

This amendment will shift the 
burden of criminalization from 
women and girls in prostitution 
to the men who buy sex and the 
pimps who profit from violent 
exploitation. 
 

Q. The seǆ trade has alǁaǇs ďeeŶ a 
greǇ area iŶ terŵs of deiŶiŶg aŶd 
ideŶifǇiŶg 'ĐhoiĐe' – ďoth aĐadeŵ-
iĐallǇ aŶd iŶ praĐiĐe, it is hard for 
soĐietǇ to arriǀe at a ĐoŶĐlusioŶ 
aďout the 'rightŶess', so to speak, 
aďout prosituioŶ. Hoǁ do Ǉou 
draǁ the liŶe ďetǁeeŶ forĐed aŶd 
ǀoluŶtarǇ prosituioŶ ;if suĐh a 
thiŶg eǆists iŶ our soĐietǇ, for rea-
soŶs of liǀelihoodͿ iŶ theorǇ aŶd 
praĐiĐe? 

 

A. At ApŶe Aap, ǁe 
ďelieǀe that pƌositu-
ioŶ is Ŷot a ĐhoiĐe 
ďut iŶstead ƌesults 
fƌoŵ aŶ aďseŶĐe of 
ĐhoiĐe.  
 

GiǀeŶ that ŵost ǁoŵeŶ iŶ pƌositu-
ioŶ Đoŵe fƌoŵ ŵaƌgiŶalized 
Đastes, Đlasses, ƌaĐes, ƌeligioŶs, aŶd 
ethŶiĐiies, pƌosituioŶ Đould, at 
ďest ďe ĐoŶsideƌed a suƌǀiǀal stƌat-
egǇ, ďut iŶ the aďseŶĐe of aŶǇ le-
giiŵate ŵeaŶs of eaƌŶiŶg a liǀeli-
hood, I ǁould Ŷeǀeƌ ĐoŶsideƌ this a 
ǀoluŶtaƌǇ ĐhoiĐe.  
 

Most ǁoŵeŶ aŶd giƌls aƌe foƌĐed 
iŶto pƌosituioŶ ďǇ ĐiƌĐuŵstaŶĐes 
oƌ aĐtual phǇsiĐal ďƌutalitǇ. 

The oŶlǇ aŶsǁeƌ is foƌ ŵoƌe ǁoŵeŶ to ďe iŶ puďliĐ plaĐes aŶd ŵoƌe ŵeŶ iŶ pƌiǀate spaĐes. Moƌe fƌeedoŵ is the 
aŶsǁeƌ, Ŷot less 

 

Op/Ed : ǲEmpowering from Within Will Bring True Societal Change                                                                                                                        
- An interview with Ruchira Gupta 
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FoƌďesgaŶj: PƌosituioŶ: - A pƌosi-
tute oƌ a taǁaif oƌ a deǀadasi as 
difeƌeŶt iŵes haǀe Đalled theŵ iŶ 
IŶdia- aƌe the faĐilitatoƌs of ǁhat 
soŵe people saǇ the ͞oldest pƌofes-
sioŶ of the ǁoƌld͟. People doŶ't oŶ-
lǇ Đall this pƌofessioŶ the oldest, ďut 
theǇ also Đall this pƌofessioŶ to ďe 
diƌtǇ aŶd foƌ the doǁŶ tƌoddeŶ 
ǁoŵeŶ aŶd giƌls. 
 

I haǀe Đoŵpleted ŵǇ gƌaduaioŶ 
aŶd post gƌaduaioŶ iŶ “oĐial Woƌk 
iŶ ǁhiĐh ǀaƌious papeƌs ǁe studied 
ǁhiĐh Đoǀeƌs ǀaƌious aƌeas of the 
deǀelopŵeŶt seĐtoƌ. But as faƌ as 
ǁoŵeŶ iŶ pƌosituioŶ aƌe ĐoŶ-
ĐeƌŶed, fƌoŵ the staƌiŶg poiŶt I aŵ 
ǀeƌǇ Đuƌious to ǁoƌk oŶ it. As pƌosi-
tuioŶ is aŶ iŶdustƌǇ, ǁhiĐh eǀeƌǇ-
oŶe kŶoǁs aďout, eǀeƌǇoŶe talks 
aďout, ŵostlǇ eǀeƌǇoŶe has seeŶ, 
ďut haƌdlǇ does aŶǇoŶe eǀeƌǇ 
aĐkŶoǁledge it. As it is ĐoŶsideƌed 
to ďe ͞ďad͟; ĐoŶsideƌed to ďe foƌ 
the diƌtǇ people. 
 

“iŶĐe theŶ, I seaƌĐhed ǀaƌious oƌ-
gaŶizaioŶs ǁho ďasiĐallǇ ǁoƌk oŶ 
ǁoŵeŶ iŶ pƌosituioŶ iŶ IŶdia iŶ 
the iŶteƌŶet as I ǁaŶted to lead ďǇ 
eǆaŵple aŶd shoǁ the people that 
the pƌositutes aƌe Ŷot ďad, theǇ 
too aƌe huŵaŶs ǁho aƌe iŶ Ŷeed of 
ouƌ help; the oŶes ǁho haǀe the 
aďilitǇ to help theŵ. 
 

 “uddeŶlǇ I heaƌd fƌoŵ ŵǇ fƌieŶds 
that ApŶe Aap WoŵeŶ Woƌldǁide 
ǁill Đoŵe foƌ Caŵpus PlaĐeŵeŶt iŶ 
ouƌ DepaƌtŵeŶt of “oĐial Woƌk, Vis-
ǀa- Bhaƌai. WheŶ I ǁas seleĐted iŶ 
the Đaŵpus ƌeĐƌuitŵeŶt, It felt like a 
dƌeaŵ Đoŵe tƌue foƌ ŵe, as ǁell as 
aŶ opeŶiŶg foƌ ŵe to ŵake a difeƌ-
eŶĐe iŶ this ǁoƌld aŶd help these 
ǁoŵeŶ aŶd ĐhildƌeŶ. 
 

 Fƌoŵ ϭst JulǇ, ϮϬϭϯ ;WheŶ I joiŶed 
iŶ ApŶe Aap WoŵeŶ WoƌldǁideͿ to 

ill date, I haǀe eǆpeƌieŶĐed hoǁ 
ŵuĐh ĐhalleŶgiŶg to ǁoƌk oŶ this 
ield.  
 

Heƌe, ǁheŶ I ǀisited the ‘ed Light 
Aƌea of Utaƌi ‘aŵpuƌ foƌ the iƌst 
iŵe, I Đaŵe to kŶoǁ that ͚IŶteƌ 
GeŶeƌaioŶal PƌosituioŶ͛ is pƌaĐ-
iĐed, ďǇ Nat ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ. As this 
aƌea is pƌetǇ Đlose to Nepal Boƌdeƌ, 
giƌls aŶd ǁoŵeŶ aƌe tƌaiĐked ǀeƌǇ 
fƌeƋueŶtlǇ.  
 

DuƌiŶg this peƌiod, I tƌied to uŶdeƌ-
staŶd the ƌeal situaioŶ of those 
giƌls aŶd ǁoŵeŶ ǁho aƌe ǀiĐiŵ of 
tƌaiĐkiŶg ďǇ ƌegulaƌ ǀisit aŶd talked 
to theŵ. It ǁas eǆtƌeŵelǇ diiĐult 

foƌ ŵe to fathoŵ that suĐh a life 
eǆists, ǁheƌe the oǁŶ ŵotheƌ foƌĐ-
es heƌ oǁŶ Đhild iŶto a tƌade like 
pƌosituioŶ. 
 

Giƌls aŶd ǁoŵeŶ 
ǁho deŶǇ to ďeĐoŵe 
pƌositutes; theǇ aƌe 
ďƌutallǇ ďeateŶ ďǇ 
theiƌ paƌeŶts, hus-
ďaŶd aŶd/oƌ otheƌ 
ƌelaiǀes. TheǇ aƌe 
the ǀiĐiŵs of ƌape, 
seǆual ǀioleŶĐe, do-
ŵesiĐ ǀioleŶĐe, etĐ.  
 

Giƌls aƌe Ŷot alloǁed to studǇ at 
higheƌ leǀel, eǀeŶ iŶ BAL MaŶdal, 
paƌeŶts do Ŷot seŶd theiƌ ĐhildƌeŶ 
to studǇ.  
 

But, ǁith haƌd ǁoƌk aŶd peƌseǀeƌ-
aŶĐe, soŵe foƌŵ of ĐhaŶge ĐaŶ ďe 
seeŶ. I aŵ also ǁitŶessiŶg of soŵe 
of the ĐhaŶges that took plaĐe aŶd 
sill ĐoŶiŶuiŶg iŶ the ŵiŶd of paƌ-
eŶts.  
 

Foƌ eǆaŵple, iŶ last Ǉeaƌ ϯϬ ĐhildƌeŶ 
ǁeƌe studied iŶ BAL MaŶdal, aŶd 
this Ǉeaƌ the Ŷuŵďeƌ iŶĐƌeases to 
ϯ8, ǁhiĐh ĐleaƌlǇ ƌeleĐts the ĐhaŶg-
iŶg ŵiŶdset of the paƌeŶts. EǀeŶ 
though it is just aŶ iŶĐƌease of 8 
ĐhildƌeŶ, ďut ǁith the sloǁ aŶd 
steadǇ efoƌt, does oŶe ƌeĐeiǀe 
soŵe suĐĐess aŶd though this Ŷuŵ-
ďeƌ ŵight seeŵ sŵall, it is a huge 
step oŶ ouƌ paƌt iŶ aĐhieǀiŶg the 
ďiggeƌ goals. 
 

Giƌls aŶd ǁoŵeŶ aƌe Ŷoǁ aďle to 
pƌotest agaiŶst suĐh ǀioleŶĐe aŶd 
get ƌid of the ĐhaiŶ of iŶteƌ geŶeƌa-
ioŶal pƌosituioŶ. It is easieƌ said 
thaŶ doŶe, ďut like ĐhaŶge is sloǁ, 
so ǁill ďe the pƌoĐess of ighiŶg foƌ 
the eŵpoǁeƌŵeŶt of these litle 
giƌls aŶd ǁoŵeŶ. Foƌ eǆaŵple,  
 

͞Fouƌ of ouƌ giƌls Đuƌ-
ƌeŶtlǇ studǇ iŶ PatŶa͟ 

 

MaŶǇ of us talked aďout the ƌea-
soŶs aŶd efeĐt of pƌosituioŶ iŶ 
pƌeseŶt daǇ ĐoŶteǆt. But it͛s iŵe to 
ŵoǀe oŶ to ďƌiŶg posiiǀe ĐhaŶges 
iŶ ouƌ soĐietǇ.  

It͛s iŵe to thiŶk aďout the ͞Last 
Giƌl͟ aŶd pƌoǀide ďest oppoƌtuŶiies 
to theŵ so that theǇ ĐaŶ liǀe a life 
ǁith full digŶitǇ. 

Diary of a Social Worker 

Santu Roy 

30—38 is a Small 
Number but a Huge 

Step 
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Kolkata: I, NooƌeiŶ KhatooŶ-ϭϲ 
Ǉeaƌs, liǀe ǁith ŵǇ faŵilǇ iŶ Wat-
guŶge ƌoad, adjaĐeŶt to the MuŶ-
sigaŶj ƌed light aƌea. MǇ ŵotheƌ, 
Nagŵa AfƌeeŶ used to ǁoƌk as a 
house ŵaid iŶ ouƌ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ as 
ǁell as iŶ MuŶshiguŶj aƌea. MǇ 
ŵotheƌ fouŶd it ǀeƌǇ diiĐult to 
keep ŵe gƌoǁiŶg aǁaǇ fƌoŵ the ƌed 
light aƌea.  
 

OŶe daǇ ŵǇ ŵotheƌ Đaŵe iŶ touĐh 
ǁith ApŶe Aap aŶd heƌ dƌeaŵ of 
seeiŶg ŵe iŶ sĐhool, studǇiŶg Đoŵ-
puteƌ, seeŵs to ďe ƌealized. MǇ fa-
theƌ ǁoƌks iŶ a leatheƌ faĐtoƌǇ. MǇ 
paƌeŶts used to staǇ at DaƌďhaŶga, 
Bihaƌ. Heƌe, iŶ Kolkata ǁe aƌe staǇ-
iŶg foƌ the last ϭϲ Ǉeaƌs adjaĐeŶt to 
the ƌed light aƌea. The faŵilǇ iŶ-
Đoŵe is ‘s. ϯϬϬϬ/- peƌ ŵoŶth. 
 

I ǁas Ŷot faŵiliaƌ ǁith the Đoŵput-
eƌ, I used to see that ŵǇ oǁŶ ďƌoth-

eƌ ĐaŶ aĐĐess the Đoŵputeƌ ǁell aŶd 
ĐaŶ do difeƌeŶt ǁoƌks thƌough 
Đoŵputeƌ. At that iŵe I used to 
thiŶk that ŵǇ oǁŶ ǇouŶgeƌ ďƌotheƌ 
ĐaŶ aĐĐess the Đoŵputeƌ so ǁhǇ Ŷot 
I.  
 

OŶe daǇ, ǁheŶ I Đaŵe to kŶoǁ that 
all ŵǇ Ŷeighďoƌs͛ ĐhildƌeŶ Đaŵe at 
ApŶe Aap to leaƌŶ Đoŵputeƌ aŶd 
take tuioŶ aŶd theiƌ iŶǀolǀeŵeŶt iŶ 
difeƌeŶt aĐiǀiies, I ŵet oŶe of Ap-
Ŷe Aap͛s dada aŶd shaƌed ŵǇ dƌeaŵ 
to leaƌŶ Đoŵputeƌ. At that iŵe, I 
ǁas Ŷot ĐoŶideŶt.  
 

But Ŷoǁ ateƌ seǀeƌal ŵoŶths of 
leaƌŶiŶg Đoŵputeƌ, I ĐaŶ easilǇ aĐ-
Đess Đoŵputeƌ aŶd ǁoƌk ǁith ǁoƌd, 
poǁeƌ-poiŶt aŶd eǆĐel aŶd ĐaŶ eǀeŶ 
dƌaǁ piĐtuƌes iŶ paiŶt shop ǁith the 
help of the ŵouse.  
 

This Ǉeaƌ, I passed MadhǇaŵik fƌoŵ 
ŵǇ sĐhool Ŷaŵed Badhshah KhaŶ, 
Khiddeƌpoƌe aŶd I aŵ ǀeƌǇ eǆĐited 
aŶd happǇ to shaƌe that all of ŵǇ 
fƌieŶds, dadas aŶd espeĐiallǇ ‘aĐhŶa 
di fƌoŵ ApŶe Aap guided ŵe a lot 
ƌegaƌdiŶg ŵǇ iŶal Đlass X eǆaŵiŶa-
ioŶ.  

As eaƌlieƌ I had a litle douďt aďout 
ŵǇ suďjeĐt EŶglish, ďut iŶ ApŶe Aap, 
I ǁas guided ďǇ ‘aĐhaŶa didi as ǁell 
as “aŶgeeta didi aŶd had got good 
ŵaƌk, ǁhiĐh is ďeǇoŶd ŵǇ eǆpeĐta-
ioŶ.  

MǇ paƌeŶts ǁeƌe also happǇ ǁith 
ŵǇ iŶal ƌesult of Class X aŶd Ŷoǁ 
theǇ aƌe dƌeaŵiŶg to get ŵe ad-
ŵited iŶ good sĐhool, so that I ĐaŶ 
studǇ ŵoƌe aŶd ĐaŶ fullill ŵǇ paƌ-
eŶts dƌeaŵ.  

 

ǮMy Younger Brother can Access Computer, Why Canǯt Iǯ 
Pƌize iŶ Liteƌatuƌe. He used hiNooƌeiŶ KhatooŶthat ǁould ǀalue the eǆpeƌise of 

 

Folloǁ us oŶ  ǁǁǁ.faĐeďook.Đoŵ/apŶeaap  
ǁǁǁ.tǁiteƌ.Đoŵ/apŶeaap 

 

 

 

 

Wƌite to us foƌ aŶǇ Ƌueƌies oƌ ĐoŵŵeŶts at ĐoŶtaĐt@apŶeaap.oƌg 

 

;coŶiŶued fƌoŵ page 1: ͚The 
Woƌld Outside͛Ϳ  

At that poiŶt of iŵe, oŶe ƋuesioŶ 
Đaŵe iŶ ŵǇ ŵiŶd that is it a siŶ to 
ďe a daughteƌ? Those giƌls Ŷeed full 
pƌoteĐioŶ as ǁell as eduĐaioŶ op-
poƌtuŶitǇ. HaƌdlǇ, Ŷeǁ ďƌide speŶd 
oŶe daǇ ǁith heƌ husďaŶd happilǇ iŶ 
heƌ ǁhole ŵaƌƌied life. Otheƌs foƌĐe 
heƌ to lead a life of pƌositute. 

This is shoĐkiŶg foƌ ŵe, ďeĐause ouƌ 
geŶeƌal thought aďout ouƌ ĐouŶtƌǇ͛s 
Đapital is a ŵetƌopolitaŶ ĐitǇ, ǁheƌe 
people lead a ƌiĐh life, ǁheƌe oǀeƌall 
liteƌaĐǇ ƌate is higheƌ, people get 
joďs easilǇ, giƌls get ŵoƌe pƌoteĐ-
ioŶ, aŶd ǁheƌe ouƌ Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ, 
PƌesideŶt liǀes ďut oŶ the ĐoŶtƌaƌǇ, 
iŶ GB ƌoad giƌls aƌe sold aŶd ďuǇ 
dailǇ like aŶǇ otheƌ Đoŵŵodiies 

ǁhiĐh giǀe a sileŶt ŵessage to the 
ǁoƌld that those giƌls also liǀe iŶ 
Delhi, ďut theǇ haǀe ǀeƌǇ litle oƌ Ŷo 
aĐĐess to aŶǇ faĐiliies. Noǁ I uŶdeƌ-
stood it also happeŶs iŶ plaĐe like 
Delhi. IŶ this ǁaǇ, I saǁ a difeƌeŶt 
ǁoƌld iŶ Delhi, I tƌied to uŶdeƌstaŶd 
the situaioŶ of the giƌls aŶd at the 
eŶd, aŶd ǁe haǀe to ight foƌ eaĐh 
aŶd eǀeƌǇ giƌl ǁho led theiƌ life. 
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My First Day in Apne Aap 

Jasneet Kaur 

Delhi:  As I ǁalked thƌough the 
dooƌǁaǇ iŶto the ApŶe Aap WoŵeŶ 
Woƌldǁide oiĐe iŶ Delhi, the pƌo-
fessioŶal seiŶg ŵiǆed ǁith the aes-
theiĐ appeal of the oiĐe aŵused 
ŵe.  
 

I ĐouldŶ͛t stop gaziŶg at the posteƌs 
aŶd ŵaŶifestos up the ǁalls, ǁhiĐh 
pƌoŵiŶeŶtlǇ displaǇed oŶe of the 
ŵajoƌ issues this ǁoƌld faĐes todaǇ : 
“eǆ tƌaiĐkiŶg of giƌls aŶd ǁoŵeŶ. I 
speŶt a feǁ ŵoŵeŶts iŶtƌospeĐiŶg, 
hoǁ ǁe Đhoose to igŶoƌe ǁhat is 
happeŶiŶg aƌouŶd us. Fƌoŵ that 
ŵoŵeŶt oŶǁaƌds, I Đhose Ŷot to. 
Not oŶlǇ ďeĐause I had stepped iŶto 
the oiĐe ǁhiĐh ǁoƌks agaiŶst seǆ 
tƌaiĐkiŶg, ďut ďeĐause, as a huŵaŶ 
I Đould Ŷot; Đould just Ŷot. 
 

Ateƌ a Đouple of ŵiŶtues of iŶtƌo-
speĐioŶ aŶd ŶeƌǀousŶess ;though I 
hate to adŵit itͿ, I ŵet ǁith “ǁai 
Di, ǁho asked ŵe aďout ŵǇ pƌofes-
sioŶal ďaĐkgƌouŶd, aŶd the ǁoƌk I 
ǁould like to do. What ŵǇ peƌsoŶal 
kŶoǁledge ǁas aďout the teƌŵs 
tƌaiĐkiŶg aŶd pƌosituioŶ aŶd 

ǁhat did I feel aďout these Ϯ ǁoƌds 
iŶ geŶeƌal. That ŵade ŵe thiŶk aŶd 
thiŶk ƌeallǇ haƌd; thiŶk like I pƌoďa-
ďlǇ had Ŷot thought aďout these 
thiŶgs ďefoƌe, aŶd that͛s ǁheŶ I 
kŶeǁ that I ǁas ǁheƌe I ǁas aďso-
lutelǇ ŵeaŶt to ďe. 
 

“he Đalled TiŶku, aŶd told ŵe she 
ǁould ďe ŵǇ guide. As I looked at 
TiŶku aŶd aiƌŵed iŶ a ͞Yes 

Ma͛aŵ͟, TiŶku sŶapped ďaĐk saǇiŶg, 
͞doŶ͛t Đall ŵe Ma͛aŵ, Đall ŵe Di͟. 
͞OkaǇ Ma͛aŵ, eƌƌ Di͟, Đaŵe ŵǇ ƌe-
plǇ.  IŶstaŶtlǇ, I kŶeǁ I had Đoŵe to 
the ƌight plaĐe. 
 

As the daǇ passed, eǀeƌǇoŶe ǁas so 
Đoƌdial aŶd easǇ goiŶg, Ŷot ŵakiŶg 

ŵe feel oŶĐe that I ǁas iŶ a Ŷeǁ 
plaĐe.  
 

I speŶt ŵǇ daǇ ƌeadiŶg the liteƌatuƌe 
aŶd ǁatĐhiŶg a feǁ doĐuŵeŶtaƌies 
ƌelated to tƌaiĐkiŶg. The oƌieŶta-
ioŶ talk foĐusiŶg oŶ the ǀisioŶ aŶd 
the ŵissioŶ of the oƌgaŶizaioŶ ǁith 
its poliĐies ŵade ŵǇ ŵiŶd Đleaƌ oŶ 
ǁhǇ I ǁas heƌe aŶd ǁhat I ǁould ďe 
doiŶg heƌe. 
 

It didŶ͛t take loŶg to iŶdulge iŶ deep 
ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶs ǁith ŵǇ felloǁ iŶ-
teƌŶs, aŶd Đolleagues at the oiĐe.  
MǇ iƌst daǇ at oiĐe illed ŵe ǁith a 
seŶse of ďeloŶgiŶgŶess to this oƌ-
gaŶizaioŶ aŶd the people. 
 

I kŶeǁ that this plaĐe ǁill teaĐh ŵe 
a lot, aŶd ǁill leaǀe a ǀeƌǇ iŵpoƌtaŶt 
iŵpaĐt iŶ ŵǇ life; oŶe that ǁould 
help ŵe a lot iŶ ŵǇ futuƌe, as this 
plaĐe teaĐhes Ǉou to leaƌŶ ďǇ doiŶg. 
TheǇ ǀisits I haǀe ďeeŶ to aŶd the 
ǁoƌk I haǀe doŶe, has ďeeŶ uŶpaƌal-
leled aŶd oŶe that I ǁill Đheƌish foƌ 
ŵaŶǇ ŵoƌe Ǉeaƌs to Đoŵe.  

;coŶiŶued fƌoŵ page 1Ϳ  ResĐue of The Last Girl 
 

OŶ ϭϬth Apƌil *‘aĐhel staƌted ĐalliŶg the teaĐheƌ, 
pleadiŶg foƌ help ďeĐause she ǁas ďeiŶg foƌĐefullǇ seŶt 
ďaĐk to  heƌ iŶ-laǁs. ApŶe͛s Aap͛s ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ ŵoďiliseƌ 
aŶd the teaĐheƌ eŶgaged ǁith *‘aĐhel, ƌushiŶg to talk 
to heƌ at the ĐeŶteƌ.  

FiŶallǇ, a ĐoŵplaiŶt ǁas ǁƌiteŶ doǁŶ oŶ ‘aĐhel͛s ďe-
half, ǁhiĐh she sigŶed. The ApŶe Aap staf took up 
*‘aĐhel͛s Đase ƌeleŶtlesslǇ. Hoǁeǀeƌ, ďeǇoŶd the staf͛s 
ďest efoƌts, *‘aĐhel ǁas seŶt ďaĐk to Patauda to liǀe 
ǁith heƌ husďaŶd aŶd iŶ-laǁs. OŶ Ϯϱth Apƌil, ǁe sĐhed-
uled a ŵeeiŶg ǁith BBA, aŶ NGO that ights Đhild 
tƌaiĐkiŶg.  

OŶ MaǇ ϱth, a teaŵ of 8 people let Delhi to ƌes-

Đue *‘aĐhel. A poliĐe foƌĐe ǁas aƌƌaŶged foƌ us, aŶd 
the pƌoteĐioŶ oiĐeƌ ǁas Đalled ƌight aǁaǇ. We let foƌ 
the ƌesĐue at Ϯ:ϯϬp.ŵ. A ĐoŶǀoǇ of ϰ Đaƌs aƌƌiǀed at 
ϯp.ŵ. aŶd *‘aĐhel ǁas ideŶiied aŶd ƌesĐued. 
*‘aĐhel ǁas shiŶiŶg heƌ ďƌightest sŵile lookiŶg at us. 
“he ǁas ďƌutallǇ ďeateŶ aŶ houƌ eaƌlieƌ ďǇ heƌ hus-
ďaŶd, ďut at that ŵoŵeŶt, she ǁas illed ǁith joǇ to see 
us. “he kŶeǁ she had ďeeŶ saǀed.  

OŶ the daǇ of *‘aĐhel͛s ƌesĐue she told ouƌ ApŶe Aap 
staf: ͞I kŶeǁ ŵǇ didi ǁould Đoŵe aŶd saǀe ŵe, I had 
Đoŵplete faith aŶd Ǉou did͟.    

*Ŷaŵe ĐhaŶged 

 

‘Don’t Call Me 
Ma’am, Call Me Di’ 
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Delhi:  I aŵ “aŶgeeta aŶd I too aŵ 
paƌt of the ApŶe Aap FaŵilǇ. As ǁe 
aƌe paƌt of a gƌassƌoots oƌgaŶizaioŶ 
to eŶd seǆ tƌaiĐkiŶg, it is eǆtƌeŵelǇ 
iŵpoƌtaŶt foƌ us to ǀisit the ield, as 
it is aŶ iŶtegƌal paƌt of ǁhat ǁe do. 
 

“o, iƌst ǁe ǁeŶt to ouƌ Dhaƌŵpuƌa 
oiĐe iŶ Delhi ǁith a feǁ ǀisitoƌs 
aŶd iŶtƌoduĐed theŵ ǁith eǀeƌǇ 
staf ŵeŵďeƌs. We plaǇed soŵe 
ǀideos ǁhiĐh ǁeƌe doĐuŵeŶted ďǇ 
ApŶe Aap oŶ at ‘isk ĐhildƌeŶ of 
Pƌeŵ Nagaƌ aŶd Dhaƌaŵpuƌa.  
 

The ǀisitoƌs, theŶ ŵet ǁith ĐhildƌeŶ 
iŶ ouƌ Dhaƌaŵpuƌa ĐeŶtƌe aŶd 
talked ǁith theŵ aďout theiƌ leaƌŶ-
iŶg fƌoŵ ĐeŶtƌe of ApŶe Aap.  Ms. 
“hǁeta Khataƌ eǆplaiŶed aďout the 
aĐiǀiies of ĐeŶtƌe aŶd pƌogƌess of 
ĐhildƌeŶ. 
 

Ateƌ that, ǁe plaǇed the ǀideo of 
AŶaŶd AƌuŶa MuƌugaŶaŶthaŵ 
aďout the saŶitaƌǇ ŶapkiŶs pƌojeĐt 
aŶd eǆplaiŶed the ǁhole idea to set 
up this uŶit foƌ ǁoŵeŶ to pƌoǀide 
theŵ ǁith alteƌŶaiǀe IŶĐoŵe GeŶ-
eƌaioŶal “kills to ouƌ ǁoŵeŶ aŶd 
ĐhildƌeŶ. 

Ateƌ ǀisiiŶg Dhaƌaŵpuƌa, ǁe 
ŵoǀed foƌ Pƌeŵ Nagaƌ oiĐe ǁith 
ouƌ ield stafs, ǀisitoƌs aŶd thƌee 
poliĐe ŵeŶ foƌ haŶdliŶg aggƌessiǀe 
situaioŶ.  
 

AĐtuallǇ Ouƌ Pƌeŵ Nagaƌ CeŶtƌe had 
Ŷot ďeeŶ opeŶiŶg foƌ ϭϱ daǇs due to 
ouƌ suƌǀiǀoƌ͛s ƌesĐue opeƌaioŶ 
fƌoŵ Pataua. “he is a ϭϱ Ǉeaƌs old 
giƌl aŶd liǀiŶg iŶ Pƌeŵ Nagaƌ ǁith 
heƌ paƌeŶts. “he had ďeeŶ takiŶg 
Đlasses iŶ ouƌ ĐeŶtƌe siŶĐe last thƌee 
Ǉeaƌs. Ateƌ geiŶg ŵaƌƌied, heƌ 
husďaŶd ǁaŶted to foƌĐe iŶ pƌosi-
tuioŶ, so ǁe had ƌesĐued heƌ fƌoŵ 
Pataua oŶ heƌ ĐoŵplaiŶt ǁith help 
of poliĐe.  
 

WheŶeǀeƌ aŶ oƌgaŶizaioŶ ĐoŶduĐts 
a ƌesĐue, theƌe alǁaǇs is soŵe ďaĐk-
lash that the oƌgaŶizaioŶ has to 
faĐe ďeĐause of it. That is ǁhat 
ŵakes ƌesĐue opeƌaioŶs so ǀeƌǇ 
ĐoŵpliĐated, ďut also it helps u saǀe 
the life of oŶe ŵoƌe giƌls, ǁho oth-
eƌǁise ǁould haǀe  had to suďŵit to 
the deŵaŶds of the tƌade. 
 

WheŶ ǁe ƌeaĐhed at Pƌeŵ Nagaƌ 
ǁith ouƌ teaŵ, people got ĐolleĐted 

iŶ fƌoŶt of the oiĐe aŶd staƌted to 
Ƌuaƌƌel. TiŶku ji aŶd ield stafs tƌied 
to talk ǁith heƌ ƌelaiǀes aŶd otheƌ 
Đƌoǁd.  But theǇ did Ŷot ǁaŶt to 
listeŶ aŶd staƌted to thƌoǁ stoŶe. 
TheǇ eǀeŶ aďused us. This ǁas 
soŵethiŶg I ǁas seeiŶg foƌ the ǀeƌǇ 
iƌst iŵe iŶ ŵǇ life aŶd I ǁas kiŶd of 
a litle appƌeheŶsiǀe to ŵoǀe fuƌ-
theƌ too, ďut seeiŶg the ƌesolǀe of  
ŵǇ felloǁ Đolleagues, it did giǀe ŵe 
a lot of stƌeŶgth. 
 

That situaioŶ ǁas ǀeƌǇ daŶgeƌous 
foƌ us aŶd uŶaďle to ĐoŶtƌol oŶ that 
ǀioleŶĐe. “o ǁe deĐided to Đoŵe 
ďaĐk to Dhaƌaŵpuƌa CeŶtƌe ǁith 
help of poliĐe ŵeŶ.  
 

IŶ Dhaƌaŵpuƌa ĐeŶtƌe, ǁe had a 
sŵall disĐussioŶ foƌ appƌeĐiaiŶg 
teaŵ ǁith sip of Đold dƌiŶk. 
 

It ǁas ouƌ ǁhole daǇ jouƌŶeǇ of ĐeŶ-
tƌes. It ǁas iŶdeed a ǀeƌǇ eŶƌiĐhiŶg 
eǆpeƌieŶĐe foƌ ŵe as I got aŶ oppoƌ-
tuŶitǇ to see the ield haŶd oŶ aŶd 
oŶe that I haǀe leaƌŶt a lot fƌoŵ. 
 

 I ǁould like to saǇ that ApŶe Aap 
haǀe suĐh a ďƌaǀe Field stafs. 

My Colleaguesǯ Resolve Gave Me Strength 
 

Sangeeta Shakya 

 

Folloǁ us oŶ  ǁǁǁ.faĐeďook.Đoŵ/apŶeaap  
ǁǁǁ.tǁiteƌ.Đoŵ/apŶeaap 

 

 

 

 

Wƌite to us foƌ aŶǇ Ƌueƌies oƌ ĐoŵŵeŶts at ĐoŶtaĐt@apŶeaap.oƌg  
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 Poems  
 

Flaŵe of Hope 

 

From the small small hopes, 
I had made a small bridge, 

While walking on the roads of life, 
The mistakes that I had many 

made. 
 

Yet when I look at, 
The beautiful sky above me, 

My heart flies like a kite, 
Looking for tat hope in its endless 

darkness. 
 

 

-  JǇoi Thakuƌ 
Age : ϭϳ Ǉeaƌs 

The Naŵeless Floǁeƌ 

 

One shouldn't ask about relations, 
Nor is it something to know about. 

There is no one to support, 
A nameless existence. 

 

If by mistake, someone picks up the nameless 
flower, 

It still remains one without any existence. 
I was not born that way it says, 

But have become like this because of the 
world’s silence, 

I had not chosen my cast, creed or God, 
But seems like many of us were made this way, 

A bag full of our nameless existence. 
 

- TaŵaŶŶa KhatooŶ  
Age : ϭϲ Ǉeaƌs 


