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TEKOA BIBLICAL VILLAGE - Page 1

The settlement of Tekoa lies twelve miles southeast of

Jerusalem in the Judean Hills. Its location and 690-meter

altitude afford spectacular views of the Judean Desert and the
surrounding countryside. The city of Bethlehem, with 1its many

tourist, religious and historical sites, lies six miles to the

north of Tekoa. (See Appendix A for a more detailed descrzptien”

of Tekoa today.)

Tekoa is situated directly opposite Mount Herodian,

where Herod's fortress is soon to become the focus of a new _
5 > -~
&

Isr-eli national park. Within Tekoa's boundaries is the

well-known Haritun cave, the largest cave in the Middle East,
with over four miles of passages. Thousands of visitors a
year visit the cave, which at present is still undeveloped
as a tourist site.

The primary objectives of the Tekoa Biblical Village are
to create a unique and realistic experience for tourists in
the area, and to provide employment and finaneial growth and
security for the residents and the village of Tekoa.

The city of Bethlehem attracts almost every tourist ‘

(both Jewish and Christian) who visits Israel. For the Jewish
tourist, aside from Rachel's Tomb, Bethlehem does not "feel'
Jewish. For the Christian tourist, the souvenir shops,
hawkers and general commercialism of this "Holy City" are a
general disappointment. ‘Among the olive wood camels there

is little feeling of history or spirituality. The Tekoa

Biblical Village could provide these tourists with a genuine
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TEKOA BIBLICAL VILLAGE - Page 2

historical and spiritual visit to a Judean village as it was

2,000 years ago.

The Tekoa Biblical Village is to be located only ten
minutes (by car or bus) from Bethlehem--in the "Fields ;f
Bethlehem'"--physically separated from the commercialism of
that city. The drive to Tekoa takes one through the Judean

countryside, which is dotted with flocks of sheep and small

fields of wheat and olive trees. =

In order to attract the majority of tourists passing through
Bethlehem, the Tekoa Biblical Village must be as authentic an
experience as possible, devoid of the "tourist trap'" syndrome
so prevalent throughout Israel and the Middle East. The
actual village idea is modeled on’ various restorations of this
type in the United States: Colonial Williamsburg, Mystic Seaport,
etc, As in these projects, the objective is to transport the
visitor back to the days and ways 'of the past--to see, smell,
feel, hear and even taste what daily life was like in a village H
near Jerusalem and Bethlehem in the days of King Herod, at '
the start of the Common Era.

The site chosen for the wvillage will be physically isclated
from any "modern" structiures. Tekoa has several prime sites
availabie that can be seen.from Herodian and overlook the
Judean Desert. Even the pnr#ing lot, the facilities of which

will ineclude restrooms, & kiosk and the admission stand, will
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not be visible from the rest of the village.

As one enters the grounds of the village, the feeling of
being transported back in time will begin. The landscaping
will be thet of & Biblical gardan—-nliva trees, vineyards,
a winepress, etc. These gardens in themselves will be & major
attraction and should contain facilities for resting, outdoor
talks and picnics.

The Biblical village itself will be self-contained, housed
in a large, hanéar-like puilding with several levels. There E{e

various modular-building companies in israel which have suitablég

prefab structures available. The structure can be faced with

local stone and designed to appear from the outside 1o be a
city wall. Upon Entering_the puilding, the visitor will have
| the impression that he is entering the village gatle.

«~ Tekoa's hot summeT ;nd ¢hilly winter climate advise us
to both air-condition and heat the main structure. This will
enable the village to operate every week of the year, day

and night, regardless of the weather. Thus, during 8 rainy

week in January, when many outdoor tourist attractions are.
suffering, the Tekoa Biblical village will only benefit from
the weather and receive business originally intended for

more exposed destinations.

FRS LN -

The interior will be designed to accommodate & maximum
of 100 to 150 visitors at a time. As one enters the village
gate, & semicircular amphitheatire will enable people to Sit

o down and experience & multi-media pr&sentntinn on daily 13is




TEKOA BIBLICAL VILLAGE - Page 4

in Judea 2,000 years ago. The show will be approximately 20
minutes long and will consist of slides, films, sound and
music gll prajected onto a giant curved screen. The narration
will be taped and available in & variety of languages--English,
French, Spanish, German, Italian, Hebrew, etc.--to suit groups
of to rists from all over the world. ©Special emphasis will be
placed on the Jewish nature of the Land of Israel and the
eternal bond between the people and the land.
Following the presentation, the groﬁp will begin its
wilk through the recreated "streets'" of the village. The
people, shops, objects and events that they will see will be
modeled after the original items from the days of King Herod.
Various tableaux will contain lifelike wax figures dressed
a5 peasants, aristocrats, shopkeepers and townfolk. The
route taken by a group will cover several levels and take
approximately 20 minutes. Piped-in sound, lighting and other
special effects will aid in creating an authentic atmosphere.
The multi-level walk through the streets of the Tekoa

Biblical Village will culminate in the village marketplace. .

Scattered throughout this indoor plaza and underneath its
giant skylight, the visitor will find trained craftsmen and
artisans going about their tasks. In one corner they will see
a costumed baker turning out the hot, flat loaves of Herod's
day. He will be surrounded by the authentic tools of his
trade as it was practised 2,000 years ago.

Another corner will feature a leather worker making sandals
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by band, and yet others workers in glass, iron, cloth and
clay. Every effort will be made to insure that the crafts
produced will be of the highest quality and that the methods

and costumes of the artisans conform authentically to the past.

'The craftsmen themselves will not sell any of their WaTres

to the visitors, which will avoid the tourist's common feeling
of having been "trapped" in a commercialized set-up. Trained
guldes will be available to provide explanations of the
craftsmen's wnrk;~and they will inform the visitors that -
purchases may be made at the end of the visit in a special
store. The village marketplace will feature an informal stage
for performances by musicians, singers and dancers of the
Biblical era. Various "street theater" performances will
nlsﬁ take place in this nreﬁ on a regular basis.

Adjacent to the marketplace will be a Herodian restaurant
that ;111 feature two sections. The first will be a popular-

priced cafeteria-style operation, featuring good food in a

pPleasant atmosphere. The cafeteria will be decorated with

Biblical motifs. The second section will be a more elaborate
tab’e-service restaurant: Herod's Palace. It will feature such
special dishes from the days of the Bible as roast baby lamb,
rice and lentils, spiced wine, etc. The waitresses will be
dressed in Biblical styi& tunies, and service will take place
on wooden tables laid with straw mats and antique glass

utensils,

Adjoining the cafeteria-restaurant will be the village
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store. Here the visitor will find examples of all the quality

handicrafts being made in the marketplace. The store will glso

contain other unusual crafts and wares, of a standard not

ordinarily found in Israeli tourist shops.

The Tekoa Biblical Village has the potential for becoming

a major attraction to most all visitors to Israel. As a

tourist site, it serves to fill a definite gap in existing

facilities. Hundreds of thousands of visitors come to Israel

every year seeking their religious and historical roots. The
Tekoa Biblical Village hopes to Eive them a glimpse of those

roots by way of an authentic experience of daily life in the

Biblical era.

THE END
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