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Minister of Transportation, Ephraim Sneh .
97 Yaffo Street
¢ Jerusalemn, 91000 Israsl

3 TEL: 972-2-675-4811
FaX: 972-9-951-1766
Dear Ephraim

1 greatly appreciate you mesting me this moming o go over the exciting details of our
Yome Ha'ammaut event. Having the Minister of Transpertation involved in this project 15
of great help. Also, the fact that your father was an integral part of Alivah Betis very
emotional. Your idea of reading your father's words, which were delivered to the
maapalim will be a reminder of this great piece of heroic Jewieh history.

1 want you to know that I have already started to amrange for a ship to come from the

United States to become a permanent fixture at atlit. I would like to bring this vessel to

Haifa when tourism gets back to normal. This way we can use this follow-up event as 2 .
seeond stage to positioning the Pioneer Tourism concept.

Following is the overview of the Exodus/Pioneer Tour project. Thank you so much for .
presenting this overview to Minister of Tourism, Benyamin Elon,

A ship, symbolically renamed the *Exodus,” will arrive from Cyprus on the moming of
Yom Ha'atzmaut, April 17, 2002 and will sail up the coast of Israel the rest of the day,
carrying ma'apilim and crewmembers of the original 66 ships that sajled this route after
the Shosh. At that time, it was the British Army waiting to confront the 70,000 Jewish
survivors; on April 17th, joyous lsraelis and other friends of Jsrael will participate ina
hig welcoming celebration at Haifa's port.

A BLAZER COMMUNICATIONS PROJECT

o

5060 Ventura Boulevard = Suite 210 = Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 = (818) 7864000 fax (818] 380.9222
amal blazergrp@acl.com
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On board will be dozens of original crewmemmbers, passengers and radio operators from
the Exodus ships, including Yossi Harel, the original Haganah Commander of the
Evodut. who Panl Newman played in the epic film. Also joining us will be Jewish
leaders from around the world as well as Beate and Serge Klarsfeld from Paris. Isragli
and Broadway actor and singing star Mike Burstyn will entertain on the cruise,

The Exodus will arrive and dock the motning of Wednesday, April 17, at Ashdod
hetween 700 AM and 9:00 AM to pick-up several hundred Israeli passengers and then
eruse al! day up the coastline of Tsrael. Thousands of Tsraelis will gather on the beaches
of Israel to welcome the honorary sailors, celebrities, tourists and ma ‘apalim.

The ship will cruise by Ashkelon, Bat Yam, Tel Avivilaffa, Herzliya, Netanya, Caesarsa,
Nahariya and Rosh Hanikara and will dock at Haifs on Yom Ha'atzmaut for a two-hour
entertainment and fireworks celebration in the port area.

Yossi Harel has arranged for the Israel’s Yacht Associanon to be a part of the event by
huving its members participate in 4 Parade of Ships. This will add to the "fotilla”. Just
ymagine two of three large ships followed by 100 or more private yachts and vessels
greeting the larger ships a1 Ashdoed and Tel Aviv the moming of Yom Ha'arzmaus and
sailing up the coast of Israel the entire day. This wil] be the most memorable
Independence Dray in years!

This very special Yom Ha'arzmast will not only be a positive boost 1o the morale in
{arael. but will remind the world why Israel exists (that the Exoduses continue ) and 10
also launch a new approach to tourism, visiting the sites of the Pioneers of lsracl hike
Atlit. Tel Hai, Mikve Israe] and Degania Bet. The media group will board the ship at
Ashdod on the moming of April 17. Most of the journalists will fly into Israel the day
before, April 16. Following the cruise, the media will visit the Pioneer sites in the
northern part of Israel, the next touring day in Jerusalem, followed by & day in the Tel
Aviv arca

To lannch this new approach during these difficult times will be a dramatic statemenc.
NBC, CNN and BBC have agreed to cover this project. Channel Two in Israel plans to
air news up-dates daily, the week prior, and will be on-board the ship broadcasting live.
We expect over 50 journalists to join us for this historic cruise.

The following is the proposed itinerary. Media would arrive on the afternoon of
Tuesday, April 16* and overnight in Tel Aviv (Depart from North America on April
15",

o i
Buses will leave Tel Aviv hotels at 6:30AM and arrive in the Port of Ashdod at 8:00AM.

The ship will leave Ashdod at 10:00AM. The ship will sail up the coast and arrive in
Haifz in the early evening for a ceremony. The group will overnight in Haifa.
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A visit 10 Atlit, where the British government imprisoned Jewish immigrants in the
1040's, most of whom came on the 66 ships of Aliyzh Bet.

We are off to Haifa and its port, where the famous Exodus 1947 docked, followed by the
Prison of Acco where the British Army detained and executed Jews who fought for
independence as seen in the movie Exodus.

Then to Kibbutz Degania Bet, Israel's first collective settlement, similar to the kibbutz
portrayed in the epic film Exodus, displaying & Syrian tank, stopped at the kibbutz borde:
fance during the Independence War. One of the fourth generation kibbutz members will
tell us how and why Degania was established by the Pioneers of Israel.

Beit Yigal Alon at Kibbutz Nof Ginosar is our finai siop for the day. We will enjoy &n
‘nformative lecture about the life and activity of lsrael's great leaders of the Galilee.

We will visit The “Hiding Place" from the British at Kibbutz Kfar Giladi. We are nea
Metulia and the Golan Heights.

Then ta Tel-Hai, site of the heroie story of Josef Trumpeldor and his comrades, the
defenders of northern Israel 1918-1920).

il - iv

We will siop at the same spot on the beach of Tel Aviv, near Allenby Street, where in
1909 Meir Dizengoff proclaimed the new metropolis would be located. We will hear the
words of Dizengoff, Tel Aviv'e first mayor, as spoken at the historic ceremony.

We will tour the Haganah Museum which houses artifacts and memorabilia of the
fighting force that helped build and strengthen Israel.

We will view the Bauhaus buildings, which represent an architectural style perfected in
the 1920's in Germany and brought 1o Palestine by immigrants. Tel Aviv is home to the
world’s largest number of Bauhaus buildings.

We will visit the home of Chaim Bialik, Israe)'s great Hebrew language peet and hear
readings from his literary works. Then to the pioneer site of Neve Tzedek the first
neighborhood of Tel Aviv, This is where the early settlers came after the decision to
create a garden suburb of Jaffa.

Our group will hold a special ceremony at Independence Hall, where David Ben-Gunion
proclaimed the State of Israel on May 14, 1548.

£2/22/2082 19:98  B18-338-9232 BLAZER COMMLMICATIOS PrasE B3
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We will enjoy a short diseussion about Isracl’s first Prime Minister at the Tel Aviv
residence of David Ben-Gurion, now & national monument.

Next we will be told some fascinating pioneer stories af Mikve Israel, the BILU
settlement, founded by 2 small group of Russian immigrants. In 1882, they made up the
First Aliyah, which was led and organized by Israel Belkind. It was at the entrance gates
of Mikve Israe] that Heszl met Kaiser Wilhelm in 1898,

And 1o Ayalon Institate in Rehovot, which in 1945 was an underground factory
manufacturing ammunition for submachine guns. The entrance Was through a removable
washing machine and its exit by way of a stove. A kibbutz was built above the factory to
hide 1t from the British Army.

wWe will tour the home of Chaim Weizmann, Israel's first president, and one of 1ts leading
pioneers, located on the grounds of the Weizmann Institite in Rehovat,

We'll sip coffee at the Cafe Basel on Basel Street - the archetypal, post-modern 1930's
version of en 1890's Viennese cafe.

T

We will stop at Motza for a short and inspiring ceremeny. It is here, at the western
entrance (o Jerusalem, that Theodor Herzl planted 2 cedar tree on his visit 10 Palestine in
1858, establishing the tradition of planting a tree during one’s trip to Israel.

We will visit the King David Hotel, built in 1933, which has become a landmark. for
official visits by world dignitaries.

Diown the street from the King David Hotel is The Windmill, ereated by Sir Moses
Montefiore, the British financier and philanthropist, Here we will hear 19th century
aioneer stories of Jerusalem.

We will be the guests of the Old Yishuv Court Museum lozated in the Old City which
details Jewish life of the area from the early 1800's to 1948, Here we will see first hand
how the Old City developed in the early 1900%¢.

We will visit the Hebrew University on Mount Scopus, location of the first Hadassah
Hospital, which was founded in 1925 by Henrietta Szold. Then 1o the Rothschild School
of Nursing, the original medical institution also established by Szold. On o the first
Knesset Building, now the Ministry of Tourism, located on King George Street,

Then we will visit Mount Herzl where Herz] and many of the Piensers of lsrael are
buried. Herzl's study from his home in Vienna is located in the mussum.
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We will be guests of the world-renowned Bezale] Art Museum on Neviyim Streel in the
heart of Jerusalem, founded in 1906 by artist Boris Schasz.

Then to the Jerusalem Train Station which was built in 1898 in honor of the Kaisers
srrival. Herzl rode the train berween Jerusalem and Jaffa the same year. It is virtually
unchanged. We take the twe hour nostalgic ride down the Judean Hills to Tel Awiv.

Monday, April 22

The group departs. (The North American contingenis may visit some additional sites
since their flight will depan in the late evening.)

Ephraim, [ am looking forward to being with you on board the "Exodus" on April 17"
Y our leadership, compassion and understanding of thiz important event is greatly
appreciated. T will contact you next week following my return to Los Angeles.

i\
perely,
]&L’f

PR Blazer
President
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