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29 October, 1998

Mr Ismail P asis

Director General of Tourism J'JE:)

The Palestinian Authority an D1

Bethlehem 'f._l—_-) D o L |a ﬂ-‘g
4 .f'ujl b —

Dear Abu Ismail,

Further to our recent conversation, [ enclose information concerning the Holy
Land 2000 Leaders Conference

As I stated, we intend to host approximately 300 VIF guests from the
Christian world, from the media and the more important travel organisations
dealing with pilgrimage and cultural tourism, We shall be pleased to include
enaugh time in the mnﬁ'rmcf programme for a comprehensive wvisit of
Bethlehem including lunch - we leave the details to you. We would be delighted
if Mr Abu Aita would officially address the guests and present your projects

for the year 2000.

As we are about to print the first announcement, your urgent reply would be
greatly appreciated.

I am sending you a preliminary list of people we would like to invite, and of
course we will add any names you propose.

As [ shall be leaving for overseas, please note that your contact in this matter
will be Mr Txzvi Lotan, Conference Co-ordinator (tel: 02-5678729, fax:
(2-6257355).

Sincerely yours,
“ e
i Newo
Co-ordihator Tourism Affairs
with the Palestinian Authority

CC: Mr Tzvi Lotan, Conference Co-ordinator

07-§264226 O2:EZETOEE DD Q2-ERTATIT 0 AT 4 TR M2 NY
& MEVO HAMATMID 5T, JERUSALEM TEL. 02-S8TRTIT FAN. 028254206, 02-BI5TH55



W= o '!' - ﬂ
# i r\v—t I_..-—'-.II._! oy :

. -j_.."‘-n.__..-"'l_.'r!vl »-_.F-_.r:z-;l_u
mfw RTINS TR

STATE CF (SRAEL MINIETAY 0F TOUSEM

9 November, 1998

Mr Ismail Bajis

Director General of Tourism
The Palestinian Authority
Bethlehem

Dear Mr Bajis,

Further to our recent.conversation, 1 should like to thank you for your
co-operation with the Holy Land 2000 Leaders Conference.

As you stated, we will inform all the participants that the visit to Bethlehem on
19 February is sponsored by the Palestinian Authority and will include a
reception, lunch and a tour of the city.

You are probably aware that your Authority and our Ministry will hold a joint

press conference at the WTM in Londor next week, and I feel that this would
be the appropriate opportunity fo make a joint announcement of these

arrangements.

I hope that you can confirm this proposal as soon as possible.

Sincerely yours,

Tzwi Lotan
Conference Co-ordinator

CC: Mr §. Zurel, Semior Deputy Director General, Tourism Marketing &
Head, Tourism Marketing Administrafion

O3-§254238 02-0257955 0D OF-EETRTTT 00 O & TRNAN KI20NA
4 MEEVD HANATMID 5T, JEAUSALEM TEL. D1-66TA7TT FAX. 026264226, 02-BF57 955
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Foa : §2-7i3753

Mr, Zvi - Lotan
Coordinator -
Holy Land 2000 Leaders Conference

Ministry of Tourism
Israel .

Dear ¥ir . Lotan,

Referanpe to vour letter 9,Nov.1998 we would like to confim the
Palestinian Sponsership of the participants in the [oly Land 2000 T.eaders
Conferenics when visiting Hahlehem on 18 Fab 1559, Thiz will includs

recantion Lunch and a tour af the cuy .

Sincerely Yours

.. : ]/"-.-'r".."'lr"fu-_/fl
! ajis Ismail

Director General
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Distinguished Bishops, Priests, Tour operators, Members of the Press,
Ladies and Gentlemen

On behalf of the Palestinian Ministry of Tourisim and the Palestimian
people, I am pleased lo take this opportunity to welcome you Lo
Bethlehem, the cily of peace and the birth place of Jesus Christ.

With the dawn of the new inillennium, Bethlehem is the focus of the
world because it is here that Christianity was born. Since the signing of the
peace agreement with Israel and the formation of (he Palestinian National
Authority, Bethlehem has been undergoing major renovations as we
prepare for the celebration of the Year 2000,

As we speak, Palestinian President Yasser Arafat is meeting with His
Holiness Pope Jehn Paul the Second lo discuss Belhlehem 2000, To our
great honer, His 1oliness Pope Paul has accepted the president’s invitation
to be a distinguished member of the Bethlehem 2000 Intemational
Committee,

From this hotel where were having lunch, down Manger St. to the
Church of the Nativity you will observe the renovation of Bethlehem at all
levels including roads, houses, churches, and schools

At the same time, the Palestinian private lourism seclor is involved m the
preparations as well and is working hand in hand with the Palestinian
ministry of tourism 1o develop this important sector ol our economy. For
example, by the year 2000, Bethlehem is expected to have 2,000 hotels
rooms which represents a 100% percent increase in the current hotel
pCcupancy,

Palestinian tour operators are not only selling tour packages to

| Bethlehem but they are developing packages which give tourists an
opportunity Lo see and get to know all of Palestine, including Jerusalem,
Jericho, Nablus, the Gaza Strip and the entire West Bank. We intend to
accommodale all types of tourists whether they be pilgrims, vacationers,

¥
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those witly cultural and historic interests and those who have 5 Zeneral
curiosity abay( Palestinian Jife.
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want lo vis;t Palestine/
also vacation

: the Holy
near the Red Seq iy Aqaba, Jordan or se
Pyramids in Epypt

e lhe

We would also like to lel you kpow that the intem alional airport in Gaza i
AN accommodate direg flights from YOur countrieg (g Palestine. We
welcome you 1o take advantape of pur Services

and ENcourage travellers o
Your couniry’s aidines [q Use our facilities,

In closing | wouldlike to acld
2000 and {je dawn of (e
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Hum is a pew beginning for s
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Palestinian National Authority
Ministry of Tourism & Antiguities
Tel: 02-2741581/2/3

Fax: 02- 2743753
PO, Box 534 Bethiehem | Palestine

= B

__;1._1“11.1J5_:|J._uu.“3d|-_j_g
N TYLNeAN [T FY - il
VT TNETNET & utlh
Ol [ pal g e @TE g

Program for Christian Church Leaders and Tour Operators

12:30

13:00

14:20
14.30

14:50

1510

15:40

16:45

1710

1730

Visit to Bethlehem February 19" 1999
Guests will arrive to Paradise Hotel where they will be greeted
by the Palestinian Minister of Tourism, Palestinfan officials and

Palestimian Tour Operators

Lunch at the Faradise Hotel, hosted by the Ministry of Tourism,
Bethlehem 2000 Project and Bethlehem Municipality

Departure from Faradiss Holel

Visit the Church of the Nafivity
Start the walking Tour of Bethiehem. The four will include
visiting the construchon profect of the Paace Center, the Nativity
Crynt in Manger Square and Al-Najajreh rehab project.

Visit Shepherds Field in Beit Sahour
Arrival of First Group at Bethiehem Hotel .
Start the exhibition organized by the Ministry of Tourism &
Antiquities, Bethlehem 2000 and Palestinian Tour Operators

Presentafion. ( slide show ): brefing about Bethlehem and plans
refated fo the Bethiehem 2000 Froject is also included

End of presentation. Queslions and final review of the exhibifion

Departure for Jerusalem
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sk TPFTTETTEEEEE:



™ 1 .

- A letter from Bethiehem 2000

To celebrate the beginning of the new millennium and mark the anniversary of the birth of Jesus
Christ in Palestine, the Palestinian Authority launched the Bethlehem 2000 Project in 1996. The
Bethlehem 2000 Project Authority has begun the countdown to the millennium celebrations, which
will begin on Christmas Eve 1999, Owerseeing infrastructural and wrban renewal, developing the
tourism sector and are planning a [6-month calendar of cultural, religicus and artistic events are
integral parts of the Bethlehem 2000 Project.

The development projects include the whole Bethlehem district, which encompasses not only the city
of Bethichem but also the towns of Beit Sahur and Beit Jala and surrounding villages.

Working plans for giving the Bethlehem district a face-lift began in the spring of 1997 and
implementation of the projects sarted in 1998. While developmental work is expected to continue
well into the next millennium, the celebrations to mark the birth and life of Jesus Christ will come to
an end once the Easter 2001 celebrations come to a close.

The occasion of the millennium was chosen as an appropriate time to launch developmental projects
in Bethlehem, which like other Palestinian cities suffered from severe deprivation as a result of
occupation. With the beginning of 2 new millennium comes hope that the Palestinian government and
new initiatives will bring a better life to the people in Bethlehem and Palestine and will allow for
renovation and restoration of historical and religious sites, which are the source of s0 much of world
history.

In order to invigorate a long deprived and depressed economy the Bethlehem 2000 Project is
developing a plan to promote tourism. The development of the tourism sector includes the
improvement of infrastructure, tour circuits and nature routes as well as the development of raditional
industries, training of tour guides and expanding hotel and service facilities. A wide-ranging
development plan is intended to help create a sustainable tourism industry in the Bethlehem district
and all of Palestine.

Infrastructural development and wrban renewal will upgrade the daily life of people in the district
while enabling them to improve the existing economic infrastructure. The preservation of the cultural
heritage  of the Bethlehem district, with its specifically Christian context, is central to tourism
pEOMOTIOoN.

A sixteen-month programme of cultural, religious and artistic events will mark the beginning of the
new millennium while commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem. Local, regional and
international participation will give the celebrations the universal spirit that emanated from Bethlehem
2000 years ago.

But more than anything, the Palestinian people want to celebrate the coming of the next millennium
with the spirit of hope in peace and freedom based on justice, reconciliation and dialogue, so that the
eternal message of Chrisz, with which they identify, can be translated into reality.

Dr. Mabee] Kassis
Minister and Coordinator General
Bethlehem 2000 Praject
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Home of the First Faithiful - Bethlehem

In the Holy Year - the two thousandth anniversary of the Mativity = Bethlehem is welcoming visitors
and pilgrims from ail around the world to celebrate the beginning of a new millenium in Palestine,
From Christmaz 1999 until Easter 2001 a series of religious, cultural and artistic events hosted by the
Bethlehem district will be the centerpicce of the Palestinian millenium celebrations. The program
includes a host of cultural and artistic events with well-known international and local artists and
performers as well as festive processions and religious services.

As the birthplace of Jesus, the small and picturesgue town of Bethlehem was thrust onto the warld
siage two thousand years ago. Wise men and shepherds gathered in Bethlehem to worship a child that
promised peace on earth and goodwill for all. Today Bethlehem promises a celebration For the
Millenniwm that is rich in meaning - a journey to assess our heritape and a gathering of humanity for
the future.

Bethlehem lies 10 km south of Jerusalem, 765 m above sea level, on the edge of the Bethlechem
Wilderness, It provides stunning views of the mountain range of Jordan beyond the Dead Sea. A
fascinating ancient landscape of vineyards, olive trees and tiny villages surrounds the town which is
famous for its olive-wood hand carvings, its mother-of-pear] jewelry and it’s distinctive embroidery,
as well as its fendly people.

Judging by archeclogical finds, it appears that Bethlehem has been inhabited since the Stone Age. The
Byzantines built a walled city, which the Persians tore down: the Crusaders took over only to be
displaced by the Arabs, who brought religious co-existence.

Located on an ancient caravan route, Bethlehem has always been a cultural mosaic. Mot only pilgrims
but also a siring of foreign rulers have left their mark on the town. Walking through Bethlehem's old
¢ity visitors can observe history carved in stone, Byzantine, Islamic, Crusader, Turkish and British
architectural remains and monuments merge with the European architecture of Western religious
institutions and the local Palestinian-Arab style to form a rich and unigue heritage.

The district of Bethlehem is divided into three ancient townz, which together represent the cradle of
Christianity. The historic cores of Bethlehem, Beit Jala and Beit Sahour are currently undergoing
substantial conservation and rehabilitation in preparation for the forthcoming celebrations.

Visitors will have the chance to explore old Bethlehem while walking through its historic paths and
routes. Tours such as “Harat Beit Labem” (The Quarters of Bethlehem) will take the visitor through
ancient alleyways, passing under romantic arches and along houses of architectural interest that date
back to the seventeenth century, The “Route of the Pilgrims to Shepherds® Fields™ follows the historic
track of the first pilgrims who walked from the Church of the Mativity to the Shepherds® Fields to
worship at the place where the star of Bethlehem was first seen.

In and around Bethlehem a number of exciting sites await the curious visitors. The Charch of
Nativity, one of the oldest churches in the world, encases the Grotto of the Nativity; the Shepherds®
Fields in Reit-Sahour, where the Angel announced the good tidings to the Shepherds; Solomon’s
Pools with the Ottoman Fortress, that provided Bethlchem and Jeruzalem with water throughout most
of the past 2000 yvears and the Desert Monasteries, home of early Christians. For 2000 vears now,
Christianity has enjoyed a continued presence in Palestine. Palestinian Christians, which were among
the first fasthful, have been guardians of the holy sites =ver since,
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As puardians of the birthplace of Jesus Christ Palestinians seek to protect, upgrade and share
the treasures with which they were entrusted. The preservation of historic streets and
buildings and the rejuvenation of cultural and commercial life in the old city cores of
Bethlehemn, Beit Jala and Beit Sahour are central to the Bethlehem 2000 Project plans for
maintaining and protecting the cultural heritage of the Bethlehem district.

The most famous of Bethlehem's historic and religious treasures is of course the Grotto of
Mativity, which is encased in the Church of Nativity. Throughout the centuries many other
religious and historic cites were built in and arcund Bethlehem adding to its character. They
remain a ftestimony o the living faith, which continues to exert its influence over Bethlehem
and the world. o

Historic cores in the Bethlehem district show deterioration due to lack of maintenance, an
absence of modemn facilities and increased congestion, pollution, overcrowding and
overloaded service networks. At present, tourists coming to Bethlehem limit their visits to
the Church of Nativity. The Old City center is rarely visited and Bethlehem does not benefit
economically from tourism as it should. Thus, one of the aims of the Bethlehem 2000 Project
is to encourage cultural tourism. New circuits and theme tours will be part of the new

Bethlehem tour agendas.

UNESCO Emergency Action Plan

The UNESCO Emergency Action Plan, which was drawn up at the request of the Palestinian
National Authority, is part of a global policy for sustainable development in the district. It
analyzed and identified the most urgent needs in the Bethlchem district, which must be
addressed to create sustainable development and assure the successful staging of the
millenium celebrations. More importantly, the plan aims at improving the quality of life for
the people of the Bethlehem distnct.

The three destinations addressed by the UNESCO Emerpency Action Plan:

Bethlehem — More extensive tourism and greater private investment will be made possible
by the on-going improvements and renovations to the historic core of Bethlehem.

Beit Sahur - A center of Palestinian handicrafts for generations, the aim of the Bethlchem
2000 Project is to upgrade and repair large parts of the town in order to revitalize the
indigenous arts and crafts industries. Shepherds’ Field, where Shepherds received the first

tidings of the birth of Jesus is the most important site of pilgrimage in Beit Sahour.

Beit Jala - A traditional summer resort, conservation projects aim at upgrading and
increasing recreational activities. Home of the Cremisan Monastery, the town regularly hosts
conferences at the Theological Seminary, established by Salesian Fathers in 1885,




The Plan of Action to Preserve Bethlehem’s Cultural Heritage:

< Urban rehabilitation of historic streets and public squares, restoration of
facades, pedestrianization and paving of streets, upgrading of infrastructure and
street-lighting.

< Restoration of single buildings with particular historical, architectural and
typological qualities, |

< Preservation of rural and natural heritage sites and the creation of hiking
trails.

< Establishment of a rehabilitation unit for the historic cores of Bethlehem, Beit
Jala, Beit Sahur.

< Creation of an Emergency Fund for urgent repairs through the attribution of
micro loans and technical assistance to the residence of the historic cores.

< Creation of a Reveolving Fund for the restoration of abandoned private
buildings in the historic cores through legal support to resolve complex legal
problems which prevent the public domain from benefiting from the use of these
buildings The fund will finance restoration of the private buildings in return for
temporary use for public benefit.

To ensure the sustanability of the Cultural Heritage projects an ..__:\ ‘ ‘.’
Urban Rehabilitation Unit will be created to manage and
maintain the Cultural Heritage in the district. Public servants,
tourist operators and the private sector will be involved in
maintaining and preserving the districts Cultural Heritage for
the benefit of all concerned.

The restorzstion and maintenance of the Cultural Heritage in the
Bethlehem Dhstrict is of prime interest to the Bethlehem 2000 Project
Authority. Among the main goals of the Bethlehem 2000 Project is to
create an infrastructure and a mechanism to upkeep and upgrade the
infrastructure that will significantly improve the quality of life for
people of the Bethlehem district.

The Cultural Herntage Project concentrates its elTorts on restoration,
upgrading and renovating the rich heritage By encouraging the tourist  ———
industry to expand its tour routes, by making available more of the (: *a

district to tourists, the project creates employment both for tour g M
operators and for commercial businesses. The Project is also involved

in facilitating private sector investment by clearing lepal obstacles. The Bethlehem 2000
Cultural Heritage Project a central part of the preparations for the vear 2000 celebrations.
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Event Management

A 16-months calendar of events to celebrate the beginning of a new millenium is being
planned. Through a well-devised event strategy, the Bethlehem 2000 Project Authorily plans
to conduct a festive, colorful and inspinng program of events to establish Bethlehem as the
Star of the Millenium, The plan will highlight and pay tribute to the richness of the history of
the Bethlehem district, it's colorful heritage, and it’s picturesque landscape and the
hospitality of its people.

The realjzation of the program of celebrations and the related infrastructure and cultural
heritage rehabilitation projects will activate the economy and create direct and indirect
employment. The c:-:]chratiml'q_ are also intended to expand the tourism product, overcome
seasonal tourism and place Bethlehem back on the international tourist map.

The Bethlehem 2000 Calendar is built around the religious feasts and celebrations and most
events evolve around themes that are relevant to the Holy Nativity and the life of Jesus.

The Program of Events:
In addition to several star evenis that are meant to generate international attention through
media, the Bethlehem 2000 Project program aims at creating a rich cultural life in the city for

Palestinians and visitors alike. The Bethlehem 2000 Project is co-ordinating with the local
churches to ensure that the rich and diverse religious history of the district is treated with due

respect.
Events already on the Calendar:

< Festive Christmas service on December 24th 1999 and 2000

Catch the Star - an international live celebration from Manger Square
The New Years World Party with a highpoint ” the Concert of Hope”
Easter Procession and internatiortal musical events in 2000 and 2001

Bethlehem 2000 Summer Festival

R S S Y

Historic Procession from the Shepherds® Field to Bethlehem

Ay

Intemational Conferences
< Palestinian Folklore Festival
< Follow the Star - Light and Sound Show over Bethichem

< Where Jesus walked - Hiking in the Holy Land.



The Calendar

The Christmas Season;

These celebrations will start on the first Sunday of Advent with a major inaugural event
which will include the lighting of Christmas treed and the opening of the Christmas market
in the city center. An Advent Concert series will present major choral and symphonic music
including performances of the Christmas Oratorio, Monteverdi Vespers and a special
oratorio commissioned for BL2000. Christmas Eve and Christmas day will be highlighted
through religious services.

Thirteen Holy Nights that includes public animations, live créche scenes and street music,
religious music concerts reflecting eastern and western traditions as well as Soufi music. New
Years Eve will be a highlighted with activities all over the old towns of Bethlehem with
public gatherings, popular music and fireworks.

Spring and Fall o

A series of concerts, choirs and masses will be presented through the Spring and Fall concert
series. You can join organized nature walks and join in popular traditional village
celebrations.

Summer

A long and colorful summer season will feature choral music, folklore, puppets and cinema
festivals, international youth gatherings and a conference for Palestinians in the Diaspora.
Public concerts and plays will grace the streets of Bethlehem,

Repular events

The program includes the presentation of weekly events to enhance evening entertainment.

Music and folkiore performances will be presented regularly to the public on Manger Square

during the summer months, weekly events will include a Mativity Play, folklore dance and

classical oriental music shows and a sound and light show. -~ ) -
——

Starting another 1000 years - ¥
The Christmas season 2000 will also be highlighted as was Christmas 1999 but g

with emphasis on youth and children. A grand closing ceremony will coincide
with Easter 2001,

Venues

Historic sites will be utilized as a backdrop to the cultural events. In addition to  ©ovs pettmee

the old city cores and a number of available community venues, the events will take place al
the MNativity Church, The Peace Center, the Crusader Hall and Terra Sancta Theatre Hall. The
more spacious venues are out-door and these include Manger Square, The Solomon’s Pools
(fortress and pools) and The Shepherds Fields in the Bethlehem Area. Events will also be
planned in other Palestinian cities, cultural centers and churches and historic open spaces
such as the Hisham Palace in Jericho.

.... i
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Tourism Development

The millenium, celebrations planned for Bethlehem starting on Christmas eve 1999 will attract
millions of visitors and will present the Palestinian Tourist Industry with a unique opportunity to
promote tourism and attract pilgrims from arcund the world. The planned Millenium celebrations
provide an unprecedented platform o atiract investments, improve the tourist infrastructure,
rehahilitate existing and develop new tourists sites and to promete the Bethlehem region in a way that
it can reposition ftself on the intemational tourist map.

The Bethlehem district boasts a number of famous biblical sites and monuments that are central to
Christianity. The Church of the Nativity, the Shepherds’ Field, David's Well and the Milk Grotto as
well as historical and archeological sites such as Herodion, the desert monasteries and the pre-histeric
dwellings of Wadi Khareitun are among its most fameus tourist sites.

Pilgrims and other visitors have been coming to Bethlehem for 2000 years, but it was in 1995, under
Palestinian self-rule, that a record number of visitors, 1.3 million, was reached. The Bethlehem
district expects to welcome over 2 million visitors in the year 2000 and 2001, The Bethlehem 2000
Celebrations beginning Christmas Eve 1999, will jump-start the Palestinian Tourist Industry stagnated
during the years of occupation.

Tiee main Tourism obiectives of the Bethlehem 2000 Project are;

< To attract a record number of visitors while minimizing their seasonality.
< Toextend the stay of the visitors and their spending.
< To achieve a substantially higher number of overnight stays.

< Develop a specifically Palestinian tourist product, which emphasizes local culture and enables
visitors 1o interact with Palestinians.

In grder to help achieve these goals the Bethlehem 2000 Project is developing and upgrading:

< The Tourism Infrastructure which includes sccommodation facilities, the gastronomy industry,
tourist information sector and the public services.

< Assistance to the private sector which includes among others, marketing assistance to tour
operators, support in approaching new markets and direct technical assistance to the Palestinian
Hotel Indusiry.

< Human Resource Development - the human resource base in Palestine has to be on the same
footing with those in other major tourist destinations in arder to be competitive and handle the
large number of visitors. Projects include programs for tour guides, language training and various
warkshops for the various groups that will be interacting with tourists during the year 2000 and
bevand.

< Promotion of the tourism product will be conducted through three main channels, international
tour operators, church networks and direct market and public relations.

< Visitors will be encouraged to stay for longer periods of time and spend a night in Bethlehem
through a calendar of events which will feature musical performances, plays and literary evenings
which will be presented on a regular basis.
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#¥ Infrastructure

The 30 vears of Israeli occupation saw almaost no repair, upkeep or modemnization of the most
basic infrastructure, A district with over 120,000 inhabitants, Bethlehem urgently needs to
upgrade, develop and maintain its utility networks.

In order to improve the quality of life for the local population and service the needs of the 2
million pilgrims and tourists expected to visit Bethlehem in the year 2000, an adequate
supply of goods and services is required.

Upgraded infrastructure will also create a conducive environment for economic growth,
development and job creation. Infrastructure networks will help transform the Bethlehem
region into a tourist destination appealing to visitors with a wide range of interests.

i

The major areas in which The Bethlehem 2000 Project is addressing the needs of
the districis’ infrastructure are:

Water and Sanitation - Bethlehem 2000 Plan to Action - Six projects, include the
upgrading of dilapidated water distribution network, a water reservoir, the building of
a sewage network and a sewage treatment plant are designed to upgrade existing water
infrastructure. Inadequate systems for waste water collection and degradation of the
environment are largely due to a lack of a waste water treatment plant. The projects
designed to upgrade and upkeep the water network in the Bethlehem district are
expected to cost § 23.25 million.

Flectrical Power Supply and Distribution - Bethlehem 2000 Plan of Action -
Fifteen projects addressing the need to upgrade the electricity system of the disirict are
proposed. Overloaded frail lines, insufTicient capacity leading to a large voltage drop,
interruption and poor reliability of power supply are being addressed through these
projects which will upgrade and modermnize the Electrical Power Supply system. The
projects designed to modernize the system is expected to cost between § 12-17
million,

Solid Waste - . Bethlchem 2000 Plan of Action - Five projects including a pilot
waste management project, a land fill project and the acquisition of needed equipment
and management workshops are addressing Bethlehem’s need to modernize this
public service sector. The projects are estimated to cost $ 5 — 5.2 million.

Traffic and Transportation - Bethlehem 2000 Plan of Action - Eleven highway
and transportation projects, which include extensive road repair, the establishment of
pedestrian ways, parking lots and an upgrading of a street sign system are underway to
facilitate life for the people of the district, tourists and pilgrims. The projects will cost
an estimated § 60.5 million,
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| Private Scetor Development

The birthplace of Christ has been a destination for pilgrims and tourists for almost 2000
vears. Despite it's historic and religious significance to people worldwide, both the city and
district of Bethlehem are in a state of severe economic underdevelopment. Palestinians were
not able to reap any economic benefits from their guardianship of this very important tourist
and pilgrim destination during the three decades of lsraeli eccupation. The indigenous age-
old tourism industry was disenfranchised by the occupation and consequently invesiment in
the Palestinian private sector became almost non-existent.

Prospects for economic growth improved with self-rule and private sector investment began
almost immediately. In December 1996, the Palestimian MNational Authorily launched the
Bethlehem 2000 Project. In order to assist Bethlehem in hosting the millennium celebrations
Palestinian and foreign investbrs are helping to develop the economic infrastructure of the
district. An estimated § 100 million dollars have been invested in ongoing private sector
projects while more partnerships and further private investment is still being sought.

A total number of 29 projects to provide accommodation, food and beverage, leisure and

entertainment as well as traditional industries have besn identified and their implementation
requires some 3 85 million of investment.

Two major projects that are under implementation:

1) Jacir Palace {Inter-Continental Hotel) adding a 5 star 250 room Holel 10 Bethlehem

2) At Solomeon's Pools a private development consortium, Solomon Pools Resort Lid., are
transforming a restored fortress to house an amphitheater, an arts and crafis village, two
restaurants specialized in Arab couisine, as well as a conference center, exhibition halls
and a four star 250-room hotel.

The immediate objectives of the Bethlehem 2000 project as they relate to private seclor
d i are:

< Increase of the potential of small businesses

< Improvement of services available and introduction of new services

< Creation of new accommodation facilities

< Rehabilitation and upgrading of existing accommaodations

< Providing restaurant and recreational facilities which cater o a wide range of tastes

< Producing and exporting high quality handicrafis

< Contributing positively to the economic cycle, by providing jobs. stimulating growth

and expanding the economy.

INVESTMENT PROMOTION LAW

Ineome lax halidays for B-16 vears based on copitn] invesimem

{5 100,000-5 million +)

Huleltaurism project will be gxempl rom custom duales

Mo diserimination belween old and now projeeis. or local oml expatiaie mvesiies
Prohibits expropriation andior nationnlizalion of inveztmenid
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Project-Update - January 1999
Bethlehem 1000 Projects
tntal cost of projects: LSS 205.8m
financed projects: LSS 134.9m
Ewiﬂ'mul evenis: Uss >k}
completed: LISE 19.Im
ongoing: LSS  3%23m
to 3tart: USE  24.0m
funding gap: LIS% 0. %
Prajects according to sectors :
Infrastructure
total cost of projects: LSS 105.5m
financed prajects: LI5% 58.6m
completed: Uss  115m
angoing: S5 20.5m
1o start; Uss  20.6m
funding gzp: LISS AT Om

Culoural Heqitage

todal cost of projects: LSS 3.6
financed projects: LsE 20.6m
completed: LSS 1.2m
OREOE; Uss  17.Im
to start: UsE 2.4Am

funding gap: LI5S 11.0m

Tourism Development

total cost of projects: Uss B.5m
financed projects: LI5% 2.2m
completed: L% 0.5m
ongoing: Lss 0.7m
b start: usE 1.0m
funding gap: 5% 6.3m
Services
tatal cost of projects: LI5S f.6m
financed projects: LSS 0.0km
funding gap: 5% i, G

Event Management

toial cosi: LI5S 5k3m
expected financing margin; LSS L0m
expected commercialisation: LSS =58%.45m

expected funding gap: LI5S {.0m
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UNITED NATIONS Resolution

16 November 1998
Fifty-third session - Agenda item 157 - Bethlehem 2000

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Chile, Comoros, Cuba, Cyprus, Djitouti, Egypt, Indonesia, Jordan, Kuwait,
Malaysia, Malta, Moroceo, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sudan, Tunisia, Turkey, United
Arab Emirates, Venczuela, Yemen and Palestine: draft resolution

BETHLEHEM 2000
The General Assembly,

Recalling the fact that Bethlehem, in the Palestinian land, is the birthplace of Jesus Christ and
one of the most historic and significant sites on earth,

MNoting that the world will celebrate in Bethlehem, a city of peace, the onset of new

millennium in a global vision of hope for all peoples,

Stressing the monumental importance of the event for the Palestinian people, for the peoples
of the region and for the intemational community as a whole, as it comprises significant

religious, historical and cultural dimensions,

Aware of the Bethlehem 2000 Project as a multifaceted undertaking for commemoration of
the event, which will begin at Chnistmas, 1999, and conclude at Easter, 2001,

Aware also of the needed assistance with regard to the above-mentioned project, and
expressing appreciation for the steps taken towards increasing the engagement and
participation of the international community, including donor countries, and organizations of
the United Nations system, in particular the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, the United Nations Development Programme and the World Bank, as

well as the Buropean Commission, religious institutions and others,




Expressing the need for immediate change in the situation on the ground in the vicinity of

Bethlehem, especially with regard to ensuring freedom of movement,

Stressing the need for ensuning free and unhindered access to the holy places in Bethlehem to
the faithful of all religions and citizens of all nationalities,

Expressing the hope for rapid progress in the Middle East peace process and the achievement
of the final settlement between the Palestinian and Israeli sides within the agreed time, so that

the millennium may be celebrated most approprately in an atmosphere of peace and
reconciliation,

Iv.

Welcomes the impending arrival of this global, historic celebration in Bethlehem of
the birth of Jesus Christ and the onset of the third millennium as a symbaol of the shared

hope for peace among all peoples of the world;

Expresses support for the Bethlehem 2000 Project and commends the efforts
undertaken by the Palestinian Authority in this regard;

Notes with appreciation the assistance given by the international community in suppor
of the Bethlehem 2000 Project, and calls for increased assistance and engagement by
the international community as a whole, including private sector participation, to ensure
the success of the Bethlehem 2000 Project and the fruition of this monumental

commemoration;

Requests the Secretary-General to mobilize the pertinent organizations and agencies of
the United MNations system to increase their efforts towards ensuring the success of the
Bethlehem 2000 Project;

Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-fourth session the item entitled
“Bethlehem 2000™ so that the General Assembly may have a renewed opportumity to
reaffirm its further support for the event immediately prior to the occasion of s

commemoration,






Introduction

Almost 2000 years ago, ondy eight kilometers south of Jerusalem, Jesus Christ was born in the town
of Bethlehem. The advent of the millennium, marking the 2000th anniversary of the birth of Jesus
Christ, is significant not only for the people of Bethlehem and Palestine, but for all Christians and
humanity

(PNA), launched the Bethlehem 2000 Project in December 1996 with the mandate to host the people
of the world in celebrating the millennium in Bethlehem,

As custodians of the birth place, the Palestinian people, through the Palestinian National Authority

Celebrating Bethlehem's heritage as the true source of the millennium. Bethlehem 2000 has been
preparing a program of celebrations spanning a 16-month period from Christmas 1999 to Faster
2001.

i

However it is also important that the messages of peace, hope and fraternity that Bethlehem
represenits continue beyvond the early years of the new millenmium, Accordingly the Palestinian
pevple are establishing Bethlehem as a center for global reconciliation and dialogue,

This has required an extensive and mtegrated program of action to address all the elements and
practical implications that relate to the further development of Bethlehem as an inherently important
location and destination for national, regional and international communities

Importantly public sector support and private sector investments are creatin £ an environment
conducive to sustainable development and long term growth, consistent with the primary objectives
that have guided the Bethlehem 2000 initiative:

* In the short to medium term, to attrace widespread participation and successfully stage the
celebrations;

* In the longer-term, to leave
a legacy which will
promote the sustainable
development of the tourism
industry in Bethlehem in
particular as well as the
economics of peace in
Palestine and the region.

the American Firsé F imily,
President Willism Jeferson Clinlon,
Wirs Hillery RBadhim Clindonr and
faughier Chelgen, lighting o
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Building on Success

he Bethlehemn 2000 Project has achieved significant
successes o date which reflect the unique level of
international participation and support for the
Bethlebem 2000 iniHative.

Institutions including the World Banl,, UNDP,
UNESCO and the European Commission and
countries including Austria, Belgium, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, [taly, Japan, Norway,
Spain, Sweden and the USA have all given major
support.

Success Highlights

* 5100 million in ongoing private sector
mveshments;

* 558 million in funds for infrastrochare projects;

* $20.6 million in funds for cultural heritage
projects;

* 52.3 million in funds for tourism development
projects;

* UN General Assembly resolution in support of
the Bethlehem 2000 Project (resolution 53/ 27)

* Establishment of an International Committee
with distinguished membership;

* The signing of MOUs with Arthur Andersen for
fundraising and IMG for events and sponscrship,
witnessed by the United States Secretary of
Commerce, the Honorable William Daley, Junng
the visit of President Clinton to PNA territory,
December 1998.

* Memorandum of Understanding between the
World Travel and Tourism Council (WTTC) and
Bethlehem 2000 establishing Bethlehem as the
first Green Globe destination in the Middle East;

* Featuring of Bethlehem 2000 at major
international forums including the Annual

Meeting of the World Economic Forum at Davos
in 1999,

Bethlehem 2000 needs to build on these successes
to continue to meet its aspiring objectives and this
requires ongoing active involvement by the global
community.

Private Sector

Solomon's Pools, referring to 3000-
vear old pools that were part of an
ancient irigation systern which used
to supply the region including
Jerusalem with water, are now the
focus of an exciting project being
undertaken by a private development
consortium, It includes an
amphitheater, art crafts village and
two Arabian restaurants in the
restored fortress to be complimented
by a conference center, exhibition halls
and a four star hotel.

A century old palace, Jacir Palace, is
being converted to serve as the
frontage for Bethlehem's first five star
hotel, providing the city with 230
rooms and banqueting facilities for
&0, The Palace itseif will be preserved
and house oriental restaurants, tea
rooms and pastry shops.




The Organization

December 1996: Bethiehem 2000 Project Authority was launched to plan and manage
the implementation of the key initiatives and events associated with
the millennium celebrations.

Febroary/March 1998: A Presidential Decree was issued founding the Bethlehem 2000 Project
Authority giving it the status of a Ministry and appointing a PNA
Minister as Coordinator General {CG).

In order to encourage glebal participation and contribution to this unique project and help
commenmorate the event in a dignified and international manner, the PN A has formed the following
committess:

* International Committee (IC): The Bethlehem 2000 International Committee was initiated in
Movember 1998 when HLE. Yasser Arafat, President of the Palestimian National Authority (PTA)
extended invitations o world :,'!:_'llil::in_"i'ﬂ anedl r:_-li_S:'clu_q leaders -i-n-;i!i_”g thRem ’.li.I'_iL'l:H the Committes
The International Committee will provide Bethlehem 2000 with international support and stature
ag the Project Authority preserves and develops the importance of Bethlehem for the global
CONTULni LY.

* Ministerial Committee (MC): This is a high level policy authority on the Bethlehem 2000 Project
charged with overseeing the successful launch, execution and management of the Bethlehem
2000 Project. The MC is headed by President Yasser Arafat and comprises of members of the
Ministerial Sub-Committess

* Ministerial Sub-Committees [."'1'!5{_"5]: There are four MSCs |_'|]'|:'I'.J_E1|_.-'_I_'|_| to focus on four maior

sectors at the core ot the Bethlehem 2000 Progect:

s Tourism & Private Sector
|_.'!:"'-.-'|-"!{||'l_":'|-l_"|:‘|l:

» Events & Marketing

s Infrastructare and Cultural
Heritage

s  Fund Raising

Hreganend Armfad maoumimabng e sew

Visitor's Centre af the Betiileivm 2000

Project Auiforiny offios.




The Projects Advisors

To compliment the input aof international organizations the Bethlehem 2000 Project Autheority has
engaged the services of international calibre consultants to provide specialist input and resources
to the project in key areas. These consultants are active in supporting Bethlehern 2000 achieve
internabional standards in all areas of project management and development relevant to their
expertise:;

» Arthur Andersen - overall business and flh‘._:_']]:‘,,‘:is.i:nﬁ advisors to the Project

* Consolidated Contractors Company (CCC) - construction management consultants to the
infrastructure and cultural heritage programs;

IMG - advising on event program development, delivery of major events and sponsorship
marketing;

* Shehadeh Law Office (Ramallah) - legal advizors to the Project Authority,

Location

The town of Bethlehem enjoys a central location in the Haly
Land on the edge of the scenic Bethlehem wildemess, 8 km
to the south of Jerusalem, 20 km from the Dead Sea, and
100 km from Nazareth. The district of Bethlehem, in the
West Bank, encompasses the three ancient towns of
Bethlehem, Beit Jala and Bejt Sahour and -::ul,;tl}r:'ng villages,
covering a total area of 375 kmi.

Beit Sahour, which is located in the eastward valley next to
the town of Bethlehem is famous as the location of the
Shepherds' Field, where the Shepherds recetved the first
tidings of the Nativity of Jesus Christ.

Beit Jala, located west of Bethlehem is well known for its
master-stone masons and as the location of the Cremisan
Monastery, where the Salesian Fathers have a renowned
theological seminary established in 1885,

Beautiful villages, such as the village of Artas, are scattered
in the surrounding desert and farming areas featuring
historic menasteries and craft industries such as traditional
embroidery and olive wood carving,




The Opportunities

Bethlehem 2000 has embodied the spirit of public and private sector partnership as both sectors
join hands to prepare the city for the advent of the millennium and an ongoing role as a center for
glabal reconciliabion and dialogue.

Bethlehem 2000 is still in need of international support and participation to realize key opportunities
that will maximize the success of the Project.

In view of this the Bethlehem 2000 Project Authority has initiated major fundraising and sponsorship
initiatives to attract the private and public support in conjunction with the following advisors:

Arthur Andersen

Arthur Andersen, long-term busmex.ﬁ advisors to the Bethlehem 2000 Project Authority, will be
spearheading the fundraising ::&mpa:gn necessary for BL 2000 to complete kev projects in the
areas of tourism development, infrastructure, cultural heritage rehabilitation, essential city services
and the development of venues.

MG

IMG is working closely with the Bethiehem 2000 Project Authority to advise them on the planning,
management and implementation of sixteen months of entertainment events and will lead the
initiative to attract international parteipabion and sponsorship for staging and production,

Arthur Andersen and IMG, with the Bethlehem 2000 Project Authority, will provide interested
parties with an attractive range of opportunities selected to correspond to their priorities. The
following provides highlights of opportunities for participation in the Bethlehem 2000 Project:

Logo

The Bethlehem 2000 loge has been legally protected to enable exciting
commercialization opportunities, including merchandising and licensing, as
evaluated by IMG and Bethlehem 2000.

Tourism Development

Tourism Development is focussed on attracting support lor
projects being undertaken with the community to improve the
visitor experience and raise awareness of Bethlehem as a
touristic destination and its program for the millennium
internationally




Infrastructure

The successful Infrastructure Frogram offers scope for parties
to be invelved in rehabilitating and upgrading the road and
transportation nebwork, water supply, sewage, electricity, solid
waste and storm water systems,

City Services

The Services Program is focussed on attracting support to
upgrade important community services in the areas of health,
emergency services, civil services, traffic and security.

‘Events

A continuous 16-month program of events, constructed arcund the
range of themes reflected in Bethlehem's I'n=1'its|g?|5'r offers exciting
opportunities for sponsors to support the production and delivery
of high calibre international events and the complimentary events
focussed on exposing and developing local expertise in the arts and
expanding the cultural capacity of Bethlehem to cater for the needs
of international visitors.

Cultural Heritage

I'he Cultural Heritage Program offers opportunities to participate in the
preservation of the ancient streets and buildings, revive the cultural and
commercial life in the old cores of Bethlehem, Beit Sahour and Beit Jaia
and educate the community about the importance and elements of cultural
heritage
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February, 98
Tounsm Accords with the Palesiinign Autonomy

Hereunder please find the accords which were agreed upon between Israel and
the Palestinian Authorities re tourism raffic between Israel and the West Bank
and Gaza (WB/G).

We must emphasize that reparding rourism {raffic from Israel to the above
region not only the rules agreed upon with the Palestimans apply; but the Israels
security authorities have issued directives and restrictions which relate to prior
coordination, routes, etc. Israeli security directives are herewith enclosed. Such
directives may change from tine to time.

The laws enacted in the Knesset re the implen entation of the agreements with
the Palestinians include directives which have umplications on these tours,
mainly on the subject of msurance, also the sgreements on the subject of
transport have implications on the tours.

The following subjects are dealt with 1 this circular:

1. operation of tours in tounst vehicles from lsrael to the areas of the WB/G
and the passage wvia these areas

2. activities of Israch guides in the WB/G

3. the status of the Israeli team on tours in the WE/G (drivers and guides)

4, the status of the tounst coming to Israel and ‘visiting in the WB/G

5. procedure in case of mishap

6. compensation in connection with hostile activitics

7. traffic accident insurance

. Tours in Israel/the West Bank/Gaza Ares

a)  According to the “Tourism Accord” signed with the Palestimans,
all licensed operators of Israeli tourist businesses are allowed to
continue to operate tours to include the WB/G.

b} It is permitted for buses and Liaeli licensed tourist vehicles,
operated by licensed Israeli coripanies and marked as tourist
vehicles - to enter and to tour ireas of the WB/G (subject to
vehicles conforming to internanionally recognized techmical
regulations).

In this category are included buses, mimibuses and Eshkol cars,

It 15 therefore permitted for the above type of Israel tounst vehicle
to enter, to pass and to tour in the WB/G and freely use the roads.



Isracli Tour Guides

It is permitted for licensed Israeli tour guides to operate in Israeli tours
which include the West Bank (and Gaza). In other words, their position
as regards the law is the same as for other licensed Israel tourism
SErVICES.

The Status of the lsracli Team on a Tourism Tour in the WB/G:

The Palestinian Authorities including the Palestinian police have no
jurisdiction over Israelis (including detention) and this includes the Israel
teamn accompanying a tour of tourists (guides, drivers),

However, in the case of a suspicion being aroused that a transgression
has been made by an Isracli, e.g. - a traffic offense, if the Israeli is in &
place defined as area A, the Palestinian police has the authority to detain
him in place while ensuring his protection until the [sracli security forces
arrive and they must immediately inform the Israeli authonties via the
joint District Coordination Office. Area A includeds cities such as
Bethlehem, and other regions which have already been transferred to the
full authority of the Palestivians. These areas are defined in brown on
the map of the West Bank which is enclosed with the provisional
agreement,

The Palestinian police is allcwed to make a primary investigation and to
gather proofs, including evidence. The Tsrael Defense Forces must
operate in this case by coordination and in cooperation with the
Palestinian police and it is within the jurisdiction of the Israelis to detain
the Israeli involved in the tansgression. He will be brought to mial in
Israel, if necessary.

The Palestinian police has certain powers also in rural areas in the WB
outside the above region, (defined as area B), but nevertheless, it does
not possess authority re lsraelis beyond the rules mentioned above re

area A.

Outside these areas ¢.g. in settlements and military encampments and
areas which will be transferred in the future to the Palestinians, the
Palestinian police is not allowed to operate.

Stopping Isracli vehicles for identification: in the following places the
Palestinian Police may stop Israel vehicles but only for the purpose of
checking vehicle documents; within area A and in places in area B
where there is a Palestinian 2olice station.

But on main roads there re joint lsraeli-Palestinian patrols and the
Israeli part of the patrol carries out such checks.




The status of Israelis in general during a tour in the WB/G: e.g. the
Israeli team (see above). The Israelis must have in their possession their
Israeli certification (identity card, driving license, tour guide hcense,
documents of the car) for the purpose o7 identification,

An Israeli is permitted to bring in his personal weapon to the WB/G on
condition that he carries a valid license obtained from the Israeli
authonties.

The Staius of Toursts in the WB/G

Tourists which came to Tsrael and enter the WB/G must carry their
documents with them (passport, laissez-passer) and present them by
request to the authorities at the site.

Special rules apply to tourists on the way from Israel or to Israel, i.e. on
a tour that started from Tsracl. In the case of a mishap in the WB/G (e.g.
- if a tourist is accused of stealing jewellery by a shopowner), great
importance is attached to the site of the incident. In areas A and B the
following rules apply (as already mentioned, outside these arcas the
Palestinian police has no jurisdiction):

If the tourist is on one of the roads in the WB (and according to our
interpretation, all roads, dirt tracks etc. are included in this defimition), or
if he is found in one of the 4 holy sites to Judaism: Rachel’s Tomb, the
Cave of Machpelah, the “Peace over Israel” Synagogue and Joseph's
Tomb, only the Israeli authorities have the authonty to detain him. The
Palestinian Police is only allowed to detain him at the site and musi
immediately inform Israel m order to facilitate his detention and
investigation by the Isracli authorities.

In any other place in areas A and B, the Palestinian Police 15 allowed to
detain tourists. In the case of a tourist being detained by the Palestinian
Police according to its jurisdiction, i.e. when he is not on the roads or in
one of the above holy sites, the Palestinians must inform the Israeli
authorities within a short time not exceeding 24 hours, and to enable the
Israeli authorities to meet him at the earliest opportunity and to give him
any assistance he requests e.g. a meeting with the consul of his native
country.

It should be emphasized that a tourist who entered Isracl and crossed to
the WB/G into arcas under the responsibility of the Palestinian
Authorities and he is not on his way fiom Israel or to Israel, or he is not
on the roads or in one of the above holy sites in the WB, is subject to the
jurisdiction of the Palestinian Authorities.




Re the venue where the tourist causing an offense in the WB/G will be
brought to trial:

even when the tourist is detained and investigated by the Israeli
Authorities, (as explained above), in a case in which it becomes clear
that he transgressed the law - he will be prosecuted, if necessary, by the
Palestinians. But if the transgression was made in area C (the area which
has not yet been transferred 1 the respensibility of the Palestinians) only
Tsrael has the authority to presecute him.

To summarize: in case of mishap and detention by the Palestinian police,
they should be requested to immediately contact the Israel-Palestinian
District Coordinating Office so that they send a joint Israel-Palestinian

| which operates on the roads and can reach the place at a
maximum speed.

Compensation for Injury from Hostile Actions

Israelis are covered everywhere by state insurance for bodily injury as in
Israel.

Loss or damage to Israeli property including vehicles owned by Israelis:
claims presented by lsraelis will be dealt with as in the past.

Tourists are not covered by [sraeli law against bodily injury or loss or
damage to property in the WEB/G. The Palestinian Authorities have
nformed us that they have arranged cover for these cases according to
the obligation they took upcn themselves in the tourism accords.

Aceident Insurance

The Israeli liability insurance for an lsracli car also covers injuries
sustained in the WB/G which are included in the liability insurance, i.c.
bodily injury sustained as a result of an accident in which the car was
involved.

Injury to property, which is not included in the liability insurance by
law, (but only in comprehensive insurance) - the arrangements which
every insured has with his insurance agency will apply according to the
conditions of his policy (ome must verify this with the insurance

compaty).

Accidents taking place outside the vehicle: the Palestinian Authorities
were obligated to implement third party insurance (bodily harm) caused
by vehicles registered with them, in the Isracli format but not in the
amounts identical to those in Israel.




The Palestinian Authorities were obligated to establish a fund (like
“Karnit”) to cover injuries from accidents caused by uninsured drivers or
“hit and run” accidents.

(lsraelis injured during car accidents in the WB/G - the lIsrach fund
“Karnit” will complement the amounts that the injured Isracli received
from the Palestinian fund to the amout 1 that he would have received if
the accident had taken place in lsracl. This arrangement does not apply

to tourists. )
sl e

Ovad Kedmi, adv. - Legal Adviser, Isracl Ministry of Tourism

The Ministry of Tourism is at your service 12 answer any questions on these
issues which might oceur in the arca.

Please contact Mr Zvi Nevo, Tourism Coordinator with the Palestinian
Authority, phone no. at work: 02-6754903. It is possible to leave a message at:
02-6294666, subscriber 25211, fax: 02-6240571, at home: tel: 02-5666363,
mobile phone: 050-218295.

Encl: directives of the Tsrael Defense Forces
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February, 98
ISRAEL DEFENSE FORCES
CENTRAL COMMAND

ecurity Regulations Compelling Organized Tours of Tourists From Abroad in

Judaea, Samari Jordan Valley (the Region of the Central Command)

Every organized tour of lsraelis, tourists & visitors taking place in the
Judaes, Samaria and the Jfordan Valley (the region of the Central
Command) must be coordinated 21 days in_advance with the Israel
Defense Forces' authorities ‘according to the usual regulations),

In order to facilitate tourism trafTic from abroad, the Ministry of Tourism
reached an arrangement with the Israel Defense Forces' authorities that
organized tours of gronps of tourists from abroad to the
below-mentioned sites only on the days and hours written next to them
will be subject to the follow ng instructions:

a)

b)

£)

MNabi Mousa® entrance and exit from Jerusalem-Dead Sea road -
every day from 08:00 until one hour before dark (the site only}.

Wadi Kelt and Saint George’s Monastery: entrance and exit from
Jerusalem-Dead Sea road.

1) look-out onto the Monastery from the Cross Hill - every
day: in the summer from 07:00 until 17:00, in the winter
from 08:00 unal 16:00.

7) descent to the Monastery: on Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays
and Saturdays only in the summer from 08:00 until 17:00,
in the winter from 08:00 until 16:00,

Mar Saba: via Mar Zlias-Shedma-Abadiah-Mar Saba Monastery
route - every day fromn 08:00 until one hour before dark.

Beit-El: via the Ramallah by-pass - every day from 0800 until
one hour before dark

Shilo: via the Ramal ah by-pass - every day from 08.00 until one
hour before dark.

Mount Gerizim: via Tapuach Junction - every day from 08:00
until 2 hours before dark.

Sebastia: from Jeruszlem via Tapuach Junction - Ariel - Kedumim
- Kedumim Bypass - Shavei Shomron - Sebastia and back on the
same route on the days and at the times when the site is open
(according to the insiructions of the National Parks Authority).



2

from Tel Aviv via Morasha Junction - Kessem Junction - Fruits
Checkpoint - Kalkiliva Bypass - Kedumim - Kedumim Bypass -
Shavei Shomron - Sebastia and back on the same route on the
days and at the times when the site is open (according to the
instructions of the National Parks Authority).

h) Herodion: via Mar Elias Monastery-Shdema route - on the days
and at the times when the site is open (according to the
instructions of the National Parks Authority).

3. Therefore it is obligatory for travel agencies and touring offices to act as

tollows:

a) to phone the travel coordination office in the Central Command,
tel: 02-5305372 from Sunday to Thursday from 16:00 until 17:30
at least 5 working days prior to the tour, in order to coordinate it.

b) after coordinating verbally, send a fax re the above to fax number,
02-5305511 including the fcllowing details (as per attached
mode] form):

1)
2)

3)
4)
3)
6)
7

the name of the organizing wavel agency/touring office

the name of the guide responsible for the group and his
license number

the number of participants in the group

the name of the site

the date of the tour

planned time of visit in the site

the name of the person rzsponsible for the tour in the travel
agency/touring office, his phone number and his fax
number

and request a written authorizaiion for carrying out the tour.

The Israel Defense Forces' authoritiex will send aothonization by fax for

carrving out the tour.

5. In the case of a request for camrying out any tour not being answered in
writing or being refused in writing, it is not permitted to carry out the

bour,

6. Every organized tour of tourists from abroad to sites not included in
these regulations will be subject to the regular compelling security
regulations (coordination 21 days in advance, etc.).

7. These regulations do not include sites situated in the area that has been
transferred to the responsibility of the Palestinian Authority.



Security Regulations Compelling Organized Tours of Tourists From Abroad in
Judaea, Samana and the Jordan Valley (the Region of the Central Command)

REQUEST FORM FOR THE AUTHORIZATION OF A TOUR

Name of Travel Agency/Touring Office

Name of guide responsible for the group

License number of guide 8

Number of participants in the tour

Name of site

Date of tour s

Planned visiting hour at the site .

Name of the responsible person ‘n the travel agency/touring office:

Phone number _ Fax number

Date Signature
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EEGRETERIA ORF RCHA

(O PERA ROMANA PELLEGRINAGG!
Via daila Figna, [ 1 - 00186 Roma n’;—*#- 12 sAS LA
Tel. DEERN4] 255 fox BEETRIPZS

MEMO FAX

AfTe: Ms NOGA SHER GRECO - Ufficio Nazionale Turlsmo Israelianc

DafFrem:  Opera Flomana Pellegrinaggl General Secretary
Data/Date; 08/03/9%

Totale pagine: § (inclusa [a presants)
Total Nr, of pages: ~ (including caver shast)

Ns. fax N./Our fax Nr.:  06/6784825
Vs, fax N.iyour fax Nr:  92/3€ 04 e4%¥

Tastoi(in caso di trasmissione poco chiara preghlamae telefenare al n. D6/69941255)
Text: (if text is net clegr pleasa phone nr. 06/69541255)

Dear Madam,

following our phonecall, please find hersbelow the provisional programme and the
namelist of participants to the lsrael trip foreseen from 13 to 17 March, in preparstion of

May Pllarimage thal the Cpera Romana Pellegrinaggi will erganize In coocperation with
MEDIASET Greup.

Thanking you for your kind cooperation,
sincerely Yours,

Sifvio Mattel
Mbneging Director Assistant

e /,j;._-
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SECRETERIO OFF ROMA

VIAGGIO IN ISRAELE 13/17T MARZO 1999 BOZZA §/3/99
FARTENTZA
13 marzo sabato ROMAMALPENSA 6,55/8,10 AZ 1018
MALPENSA/TEL AVIV 10,08/14,45 AZ 804

13 marzo sabato

14 marzo domenica

15 marzo lunedl

16 marzo marted]

RITORNO

17 marze mereoledi

FOMERIGGID GERUSALEMME
FANCRAMICA SULLA CITTA' VECCHIA
MURA DELLACITTA'

MURO DEL PIANTO

MATTINO GERUSALEMME

MONTE DEGLI ULIVI DOMINUS FLEVIT (5. MESSA)
SPIANATA DEL TEMPIO MOSCHEE

POMERIGGIO GERUSALEMME

MONTE SION CENACOLOD
DORMITIO SANTO SEPOLCRO
MATTINO BETLEMME

BASILICA / GROTTA

FOMERIGGIO  NAZARETH
EASILICA / GROTTA

MATTINO NAZARETH
EEATTTUDINI

CAFARNAD

LAGO DI TIRERIADE

FOMERIGGIO  NAZARETH/HAIFA/CESAREA
FERNOTTAMENTO A TEL AVTY

TEL AYIV/BERGAMO T=0/10,55  EL AL 387
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SEGRETERIA ORF ROMA
ELENCO PARTECIPANTI YIAGGIO IN [SRAELE 13717 MARZO 1999

1) MONS. ANDREATTA

Z2)PIETRO SCHIAVAZZI - TELEPACE

3)CASCIANT RENATO- TELEPACE

4 ROSSI PIERLUIGI - TELEPACE

5) AGNESE BUONOMO — MEDIASET -VERISSTMO/CANALE &
&) LAURA GIAMMARIOLI - MEDIASET - VERISSIMO/CANALE 5
7) FARIO TRITICUCC! ~ MEDIASET - VERISSIMO/CANALE $
8) GIANNANTONIO DANIELA « SORRIS]I CANZONI TV

8] MASSIMO D'ANGELD - SORRISI CANZONI TV

10) TIZIANA DONATI

11) MELONE STEFANO

12) AMEDEQ MINGHI

13) ELENA PALADINO

1) ANNESA MINGH:

15) ALMA MINGHI

16) TIRIBELLO DARIO

17) PADRE ANTONIOQ COLLICELLI
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