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The Joe Alon Center — A Dynamic Center in the Right Location

At the highest point in the Judaean foothills, commanding a beautiful view,
surrounded by a large pine forest and close to Kibbutz Lahav, one finds the Center for
Regional Study named after Colonel Joe Alon. This location has been selected for the
Bar Kochba Museum

Founded 17 years ago, the Joe Alon Center integrates surveys, research and
publications on the region together with guided tours for groups. The Center houses
several museums, amang them the Museum for Bedouin Culture which is the largest
of its sort in the world, Other than this museum, one can also visit "Daroma”, which
displays models of burial and habitation caves discovered in the region and the
Fallahin Museum located in a reconstructed authentic habitation cave.

The Center commemorates the name of Colonel Joe Alon, one of the finest pilots of
the Israeli air force. The place has faciliies such as parking lots, a cafeteria, a
souvenir shop and rest rooms,

The Projected Site of the Museum

In 1978 a survey team on behalf of the Joe Alon Center discovered several
subterranean hide-outs which had been used by the warriors in the Bar-Kokhba
Revolt. These have engendered much public interest. The combination of a solution to
a historical mystery with a visit to subterranean installations hundreds of feet long,
displaying high engineering ability, together with specific technical solutions to
problems faced by the rebels, indeed captivated many. Some ruins in the Judaean
foothills became anractive tourist sites, even when conditions were not favorable.
Difficulties such as entrance into a dark underground cavity, the necessity to crawl in
dirt and inhale dust, the difficulty of traversing the narrow passages, all these did not
deter visitors. In light of a constant streams of visitors, the absence of a place where
the phenomenon could be explained to the general public, while giving a thorough
description of the revolt with the heroic Jewish stand against the Roman legions, is
sorely felt,

The Bar Kokhba Revolt was crucial to the history of the Jewish people, had far
reaching consequences, its interpretation is controversial and teaches an important
lesson. The time has come to present all that is known about the Bar Kokhba Revoltin
a special museum, in the “arena” where the events actually happened.
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